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SHE  greatest  of  Englisli  historians,  Macaulat,  and  one  of  the  most  brilliant  writers  of 
tlie  present  century,  has  said:  "The  history  of  a  country  is  best  told  in  a  record  of  the 
lives  of  its  people."  In  conformity  with  this  idea  the  Poktkait  and  Bioguai'hioal 
Ri;coRi>  fjf  tiiis  county  has  V-en  prepared.  Instead  of  going  to  musty  records,  and 
taking  therefrom  dry  statistical  matter  that  can  be  appreciated  by  but  few,  oui 
corps  of  writers  have  gone  to  the  people,  the  men  and  women  who  have,  by  then 
enterprise  and  industry,  brought  the  county  to  rank  second  to  none  among  those 
comprising  this  great  and  noble  State,  and  from  their  lips  have  the  story  of  their  life 
struggles.  No  more  interesting  or  instructive  matter  could  be  presented  to  an  intelli- 
gent public.  In  this  volume  will  be  found  a  record  of  many  whose  lives  are  worthy  the 
imitation  of  coming  generations.  It  tells  how  some,  commencing  life  in  poverty,  by 
industry  and  economy  have  accumulated  wealth.  It  tells  how  others,  with  limited 
advantages  for  securing  an  education,  have  become  learned  men  and  women,  with  an 
influence  extending  throughout  the  length  and  breadth  of  the  land.  It  tells  of  men  who 
have  risen  from  the  lower  walks  of  life  to  eminence  as  statesmen,  and  whose  names  have 
become  famous.  It  tells  of  those  in  every  walk  in  life  who  have  striven  to  succeed,  and 
records  how  that  success  has  usually  crowned  their  efforts.  It  tells  also  of  many,  very 
many,  wliu,  not  seeking  the  applause  of  the  world,  have  pursued  "the  even  tenor  of  their  way,"  content 
to  iiave  it  said  of  them  as  Christ  said  of  the  woman  performing  a  deed  of  mercj- — "they  have  done  what 
they  could."  It  tells  how  that  many  in  the  pride  and  strength  of  young  manhood  left  the  plow  and  the 
anvil,  the  lawyer's  office  and  the  counting-room,  left  every  trade  and  profession,  and  at  their  country's 
call  went  forth  valiantly  "to  do  or  die,"  and  how  through  their  efforts  the  Union  was  restored  and  peace 
once  more  reigned  in  the  laud.  In  the  life  of  every  man  and  of  every  woman  is  a  lesson  that  should  not 
be  lost  upon  those  who  follow  after. 

Coming  generations  will  appreciate  this  volume  and  preserve  it  as  a  sacred  treasure,  from  the  fact 
that  it  ctmtains  so  much  that  would  never  find  its  way  into  public  records,  and  which  would  otlierwise  be 
in.accessible.  Great  care  has  been  taken  in  the  compilation  of  the  work  and  every  opportunity  possible 
given  to  those  represented  to  insure  correctness  in  what  has  been  written,  and  the  publishers  flatter  them- 
selves that  they  give  to  their  readers  a  work  with  few  errors  of  consequence.  In  addition  to  tlie  biograph 
ical  sketclies,  portraits  of  a  number  of  representative  citizens  are  given. 

The  faces  of  some,  and  biographical  sketches  of  many,  will  be  missed  In  this  volume.  For  this  the 
publishers  are  not  to  blame.  Not  having  a  proper  conception  of  the  work,  some  refused  to  give  the 
iiiformntion  necessary  to  compile  a  sketch,  while  others  were  indifferent.  Occasionally  some  mcmlter  of 
the  family  would  oppose  the  enterprise,  and  on  account  of  such  opposition  the  support  of  the  interested 
one  would  he  withheld.  In  a  few  instances  men  could  never  be  found,  though  repeated  calls  were  made 
at  their  residence  or  place  of  business. 

April,  1894.  liiuiiicAi-iiicAL  Publisuinu  Co. 


'?m 


0     Ti    S),#^5%^, 

EIO'IfR  A  R'ff  r " 


OF  THE 


OYERNORS  OF  ILLINOIS, 


AND     OF    THE 


-p:n^ 


"^^ 


.Pt"' 


OF    THE 


»' 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 


'IIE  Father  of  our  Country  was  boru  in  West-  | 
inorehuul  County,  Va.,  February  22,  1732. 
His  parents  were  Augustine  and  IMarj- (Ball)  j 
Washington.  The  family  to  which  he  belonged  \ 
has  not  been  satisfactorily  traced  in  England. 
His  great-grandfather,  John  Washington,  emi- 
grated to  Virginia  about  1657,  and  became  a 
prosperous  planter.  He  had  two  sons,  Lawrence 
and  John.  The  former  married  Mildred  Warner, 
and  had  three  children,  John,  Au,f,nistine  and 
Mildred.  Augustine,  the  father  of  George,  first 
married  Jane  Butler,  who  bore  him  four  children, 
two  of  whom,  Lawrence  and  Augustine,  reached 
maturity.  Of  six  children  by  his  second  mar- 
riage, George  was  the  eldest,  the  others  being 
Bett}-,  Samuel,  John  Augustine,  Charles  and 
Mildred. 

Augustine  Washington,  the  father  of  George, 
died  in  1743,  leaving  a  large  landed  property. 
To  his  eldest  son,  Lawrence,  he  bequeathed  an 
estate  on  the  Potomac,  afterwards  known  as  Mt. 
Vernon,  and  to  George  he  left  the  parental  resi- 
dence. George  received  only  such  education  as 
the  neighborhood  schools  afforded,  save  for  a 
short  time  after  he  left  school,  when  he  received 
private  instmctitm  in  mathematics.  His  .spelling 
was  rather  defective.  Remarkable  stories  are 
told  of  his  great  physical  strength  and  develop- 
ment at  an  early  age.  He  was  an  acknowledged 
leader  among  his  companions,  and  was  early 
notetl  for  that  nobleness  of  character,  fairness  and 
veracity  which  characterized  his  whole  life. 

When  George  was  fourteen  years  old  he  had  a 
desire  to  go  to  sea,  and  a  midshipman's  warrant 
was  secured  for  Iiini,  l)ut  through  the  opposition 
of  his  mother  the   idea   was  abandoned.     Two 


years  later  he  was  appointed  surveyor  to  the  im- 
mense estate  of  Lord  Fairfax.  In  this  business 
he  spent  three  years  in  a  rough  frontier  life, 
gaining  experience  which  afterwards  proved  very 
es.sential  to  him.  In  1751,  though  only  nineteen 
years  of  age,  he  was  appointed  Adjutant, with  the 
rank  of  Major,  in  the  Virginia  militia,  then  being 
trained  for  active  .service  against  the  French  and 
Indians.  Soon  after  this  he  sailed  to  the  West 
Indies  with  his  brother  Lawrence,  who  went  there 
to  restore  his  health.  They  soon  returned,  and 
in  the  summer  of  1752  Lawrence  died,  leaving  a 
large  fortune  to  an  infant  daughter,  who  did  not 
long  sur\ive  him.  On  her  demise  the  estate  of 
Mt.  \'ernon  was  given  to  George. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  Robert  Dinwiddie  as  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor of  Virginia,  in  1752,  the  militia 
was  reorganized,  and  the  province  divided  into 
four  military  districts,  of  which  the  northern  was 
assigned  to  Washington  as  Adjutant-General. 
Shortlj-  after  this  a  verj-  perilous  mission,  which 
others  had  refused,  was  assigned  him  and  ac- 
cepted. This  was  to  proceed  to  the  French  po.st 
near  Lake  Erie,  in  northwestern  Pennsylvania. 
The  distance  to  be  traversed  was  about  six  hun- 
dred miles.  Winter  was  at  hand,  and  the  journey 
was  to  be  made  without  military  escort,  through 
a  territory"  occupied  by  Indians.  The  trip  was  a 
perilous  one,  and  several  times  he  nearly  lo.st  his 
life,  but  he  returned  in  safety  and  furnished  a  full 
and  useful  report  of  his  expedition.  A  regiment 
of  three  hundred  men  was  raised  in  Virginia  and 
put  in  command  of  Col.  Joshua  Fry,  and  Maj. 
Washington  was  commissioned  Lieutenant-Colo- 
nel. Active  war  was  then  begun  against  the 
French  and  Indians,  in  which  Washington  took 
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a  most  important  part.  In  the  memorable  event 
of  July  9,  1755,  known  as  "Braddock's  defeat," 
Washington  was  almost  the  only  officer  of  dis- 
tinction who  escaped  from  the  calamities  of  the 
day  with  life  and  honor. 

Having  been  for  five  years  in  the  military  ser\-- 
ice,  and  having  vainly  sought  promotion  in  the 
royal  army,  he  took  advantage  of  the  fall  of  Ft.  Du- 
quesne  and  the  expulsion  of  the  French  from  the 
valley  of  the  Ohio  to  resign  his  commission.  Soon 
after  he  entered  the  Legislature,  where,  although 
not  a  leader,  he  took  an  active  and  important 
part.  January  17,  1759,  he  married  Mrs.  Martha 
(Dandridge)  Custis,  the  wealthy  widow  of  John 
Parke  Custis. 

When  the  British  Parliament  had  closed  the 
port  of  Boston,  the  cry  went  up  throughout  the 
provinces,  ' "  The  cause  ol  Boston  is  the  cause  of 
us  all!  "  It  was  then,  at  the  suggestion  of  Vir- 
ginia, that  a  congress  of  all  the  colonies  was 
called  to  meet  at  Philadelphia  September  5, 
1774,  to  secure  their  common  liberties,  peaceably 
if  possible.  To  this  congress  Col.  Washington 
was  sent  as  a  delegate.  On  May  10,  1775,  the 
congress  re-assembled,  when  the  hostile  inten- 
tions of  England  were  plainly  apparent.  The 
battles  of  Concord  and  Lexington  had  been  fought, 
and  among  the  first  acts  of  this  congress  was  the 
election  of  a  commander-in-chief  of  the  Colonial 
forces.  This  high  and  responsible  office  was  con- 
ferred upon  Washington,  who  was  still  a  member 
of  the  congress.  He  accepted  it  on  June  19,  but 
upon  the  express  condition  that  he  receive  no  sal- 
an.-.  He  would  keep  an  exact  account  of  ex- 
penses, and  e.xpect  congress  to  pay  them  and 
nothing  more.  It  is  not  the  object  of  this  sketch 
to  trace  the  militar>'  acts  of  Washington,  to  whom 
the  fortunes  and  liberties  of  the  people  of  this 
country-  were  .so  long  confided.  The  war  was 
conducted  by  him  under  ever>-  possible  disadvan- 
tage; and  while  his  forces  often  met  with  reverses, 
yet  he  o\-ercame  ever\-  obstacle,  and  after  seven 
years  of  heroic  devotion  and  matchless  skill  he 
gained  liberty  for  the  greatest  nation  of  earth. 
On  December  23,  1783,  Washington,  in  a  parting 
address  of  surpa.ssing  beauty,  resigned  his  com- 
mission as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  army  to  the 


Continental  Congress  sitting  at  Annapolis.  He 
retired  immediately  to  Mt.  Vernon  and  resumed 
his  occupation  as  a  farmer  and  planter,  shunning 
all  connection  with  public  life. 

In  Februarj-,  17S9,  Washington  was  unani- 
mously elected  President,  and  at  the  expiration 
of  his  first  term  he  was  unanimously  re-elected. 
At  the  end  of  this  term  many  were  anxious  that  he 
be  re-elected,  but  he  absolutely  refused  a  third 
nomination.  On  March  4,  1797,  at  the  expiration 
of  his  second  term  as  President,  he  returned  to  his 
home,  hoping  to  pass  there  his  few  remaining 
years  free  from  the  annoyances  of  public  life. 
Later  in  the  year,  however,  his  repose  seemed 
likely  to  be  interrupted  by  war  with  France.  At 
the  prospect  of  such  a  war  he  was  again  urged  to 
take  command  of  the  army,  but  he  chose  his  sub- 
ordinate officers  and  left  them  the  charge  of  mat- 
ters in  the  field,  which  he  superintended  from  his 
home.  In  accepting  the  command,  he  made  the 
reservation  that  he  was  not  to  be  in  the  field  until 
it  was  necessar3\  In  the  midst  of  these  prepara- 
tions his  life  was  suddenly  cut  off.  December  1 2 
he  took  a  severe  cold  from  a  ride  in  the  rain, 
which,  settling  in  his  throat,  produced  inflamma- 
tion, and  terminated  fatally  on  the  night  of  the 
i4tli.  On  the  iSth  his  bodj-  was  borne  with  mili- 
tarj-  honors  to  its  final  resting-place,  and  interred 
in  the  family  vault  at  Mt.  Vernon. 

Of  the  character  of  Washington  it  is  impossible 
to  speak  but  in  terms  of  the  highest  respect  and 
admiration.  The  more  we  see  of  the  operations 
of  our  government,  and  the  more  deeply  we  feel 
the  difficulty  of  uniting  all  opinions  in  a  common 
interest,  the  more  highly  we  must  estimate  the 
force  of  his  talent  and  character,  which  have  been 
able  to  challenge  the  reverence  of  all  parties, 
and  principles,  and  nations,  and  to  win  a  fame  as 
extended  as  the  limits  of  the  globe,  and  which  we 
cannot  but  believe  will  be  as  lasting  as  the  exist- 
ence of  man. 

In  person,  Washington  was  unusuallj-  tall,  erect 
and  well  proportioned,  and  his  muscular  strength 
was  great.  His  features  were  of  a  beausiful  s^m- 
metry.  He  commanded  respect  without  any  ap- 
pearance of  haughtiness,  and  was  ever  serious 
without  being  dull. 
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(TOHN  ADAMS,  the  second  President  and  the 
I  first  \'ice-President  of  the  United  States,  was 
(2/  born  in  Braintree  (now  Quincy)  Mass.,  and 
about  ten  miles  from  Boston,  October  19,  1735. 
His  great-grandfather,  Henrj'  Adams,  emigrated 
from  England  about  1640,  with  a  family  of  eight 
sons,  and  settled  at  Braintree.  The  parents  of 
John  were  John  and  Susannah  (Boylston) 
Adams.  His  father,  who  was  a  farmer  of  limited 
means,  also  engaged  in  the  business  of  shoe- 
making.  He  gave  his  eldest  son,  John,  a  classical 
education  at  Har\-ard  College.  John  graduated 
in  1755,  and  at  once  took  charge  of  the  school  at 
Worcester,  Mass.  This  he  found  but  a  "school 
of  affliction,"  from  which  he  endeavored  to  gain 
relief  by  devoting  himself,  in  addition,  to  the  \ 
study  of  law.  For  this  purpose  he  placed  himself  , 
under  the  tuition  of  the  only  lawyer  in  the  town.  ; 
He  had  thought  seriously  of  the  clerical  profes- 
sion, but  seems  to  have  been  turned  from  this  by 
what  he  termed  "  the  frightful  engines  of  ecclesi- 
astical councils,  of  diabolical  malice,  and  Calvin- 
istic  good  nature, ' '  of  the  operations  of  which  he 
had  been  a  witness  in  his  native  town.  He  was 
well  fitted  for  tlie  legal  profession,  possessing  a 
clear,  sonorous  voice,  being  ready  and  fluent  of 
speech,  and  having  quick  perceptive  powers.  He 
gradually  gained  a  practice,  and  in  1764  married  ■ 
Abigail  Smith,  a  daughter  of  a  minister,  and  a 
lady  of  superior  intelligence.  Shortly  after  his 
marriage,  in  1765,  the  attempt  at  parliamentary 
taxation  turned  him  from  law  to  politics.  He 
took  initial  steps  toward  holding  a  town  meeting, 
and  the  resolutions  he  offered  on  the  subject  be-  i 
came  very  popular  throughout  the  province,  and 
were  adopted  word  for  word  by  over  forty  differ- 
ent towns.  He  moved  to  Boston  in  1768,  and 
became  one  of  the  most  courageous  and  promi- 
nent advocates  of  the  popular  cause,  and  was 
chosen  a  member  of  the  General  Court  (the  Leg- 
islature) in  1770. 

Mr.  Adams  was  chosen  one  of  the  first  dele- 


gates from  Massachusetts  to  the  first  Continent- 
al Congress,  which  met  in  1774.  Here  he  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  capacity  for  business 
and  for  debate,  and  advocated  the  movement  for 
independence  against  the  majority  of  the  mem- 
bers. In  Ma}-,  1776,  he  moved  and  carried  a  res- 
olution in  Congress  that  the  Colonies  should 
assume  the  duties  of  self-government.  He  was  a 
prominent  member  of  the  committee  of  five  ap- 
pointed June  1 1  to  prepare  a  declaration  of  inde- 
pendence. This  article  was  drawn  by  Jefferson, 
but  on  Adams  devolved  the  task  of  battling  it 
through  Congress  in  a  three-days  debate. 

On  the  day  after  the  Declaration  of  Independ- 
ence was  passed,  while  his  soul  was  \et  warm 
with  the  glow  of  excited  feeling,  he  wrote  a  letter 
to  his  wife,  which,  as  we  read  it  now,  seems  to 
have  been  dictated  by  the  spirit  of  prophecy. 
"Yesterday,"  he  says,  "the  greatest  question 
was  decided  that  ever  was  debated  in  America; 
and  greater,  perhaps,  never  was  or  will  be  de- 
cided among  men.  A  resolution  was  passed 
without  one  dissenting  colony,  'that  tliese  United 
States  are,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  free  and  in- 
dependent states.'  The  day  is  passed.  The 
Fourth  of  July,  1776,  will  be  a  memorable  epoch 
in  the  history  of  America.  I  am  apt  to  believe  it 
will  be  celebrated  by  succeeding  generations  as 
the  great  anniversary  festival.  It  ought  to  be 
commemorated  as  the  day  of  deliverance  by 
solemn  acts  of  devotion  to  Almighty  God.  It 
ought  to  be  .solenniized  with  pomp,  .shows,  games, 
sports,  guns,  bells,  bonfires  and  illuminations 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  to  the  other,  from 
this  time  forward  forever.  You  will  think  me 
transported  with  enthusiasm,  but  I  am  not.  I 
am  well  aware  of  the  toil  and  blood  and  treas- 
ure that  it  will  co.st  to  maintain  this  declaration 
and  sujjport  and  defend  these  States;  \et,  through 
all  the  gloom,  I  can  see  the  rays  of  light  and 
glorj'.  I  can  see  that  the  end  is  wortli  more  than 
all  the  means,  and  that  posterity  will  triumph, 
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although  you  and  I  may  rue,  which  I  hope  we 
shall  not." 

In  November,  1777,  Mr.  Adams  was  appointed 
a  delegate  to  France,  and  to  co-operate  with  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  and  Arthur  Lee,  who  were  then 
in  Paris,  in  the  endeavor  to  obtain  assistance  in 
arms  and  money  from  the  French  government. 
This  was  a  severe  trial  to  his  patriotism,  as  it 
separated  him  from  his  home,  compelled  him  to 
cross  the  ocean  in  winter,  and  exposed  him  to 
great  peril  of  capture  by  the  British  cruisers,  who 
were  seeking  him.  He  left  France  June  17, 
1779.  In  September  of  the  .same  year  he  was 
again  chosen  to  go  to  Paris,  and  there  hcJld  him- 
self in  readiness  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britain,  as  soon  as  the 
British  cabinet  might  be  found  willing  to  listen 
to  .such  proposals.  He  sailed  for  France  in  No- 
vember, and  from  there  he  went  to  Holland,  where 
he  negotiated  important  loans  and  formed  im- 
portant commercial  treaties. 

Finally,  a  treaty  of  peace  with  England  was 
signed,  January  2 1 ,  1783.  The  re-action  from  the 
excitement,  toil  and  anxiet)-  through  which  Mr. 
Adams  had  passed  threw  him  into  a  fever.  After 
suffering  from  a  continued  fever  and  becoming 
feeble  and  emaciated,  he  was  advised  to  go  to 
England  to  drink  the  waters  of  Bath.  While  in 
England,  still  drooping  and  desponding,  he  re- 
ceived dispatches  from  his  own  government  urg- 
ing the  necessity  of  his  going  to  Amsterdam  to 
negotiate  another  loan.  It  was  winter,  his  health 
was  delicate,  yet  he  immediately  set  out,  and 
through  storm,  on  sea,  on  horseback  and  foot,  he 
made  the  trip. 

February  24,  1785,  Congress  appointed  Mr. 
Adams  en\-oy  to  the  Court  of  St.  James.  Here 
he  met  face  to  face  the  King  of  England,  who 
had  so  long  regarded  him  as  a  traitor.  As  Eng- 
land did  not  condescend  to  appoint  a  minister  to 
the  United  States,  and  as  Mr.  Adams  felt  that  he 
was  accomplishing  but  little,  he  sought  permis- 
sion to  return  to  his  own  countrj-,  where  he  ar- 
rived in  June,  1788. 

When  Washington  was  first  chosen  President, 
John  Adams,  rendered  illustrious  by  his  signal 
services  at  home  and  abroad,  was  chosen  \'ice- 


President.  Again,  at  the  second  election  of  Wash- 
ington as  President,  Adams  was  chosen  Vice- 
President.  In  1796,  Washington  retired  from 
public  life,  and  Mr.  Adams  was  elected  President, 
though  not  without  much  opposition.  Sen-ing 
in  this  office  four  years,  he  was  succeeded  by  Mr. 
Jefferson,  his  opponent  in  politics. 

While  Mr.  Adams  was  Vice-President  the 
great  French  Revolution  shook  the  continent  of 
Europe,  and  it  was  upon  this  point  that  he  was 
at  issue  with  the  majority  of  his  countrymen,  led 
by  Mr.  Jefferson.  Mr.  Adams  felt  no  sympathy 
with  the  French  people  in  their  struggle,  for  he 
had  no  confidence  in  their  power  of  self-govern- 
ment, and  he  utterly  abhorred  the  class  of  atheist 
philosophers  who,  he  claimed,  caused  it.  On  the 
other  hand,  Jefferson's  sympathies  were  strongly 
enlisted  in  behalf  of  the  French  people.  Hence 
originated  the  alienation  between  these  distin- 
tinguished  men,  and  the  two  powerful  parties  were 
thus  soon  organized,  with  Adams  at  the  liead  of 
the  one  whose  sympathies  were  with  England, 
and  Jefferson  leading  the  other  in  sympathy  with 
France. 

The  Fourth  of  July,  1826,  which  completed  the 
half-century  since  the  signing  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence,  arrived,  and  there  were  but 
three  of  the  signers  of  that  immortal  instrument 
left  upon  the  earth  to  hail  its  morning  light. 
And,  as  it  is  well  known,  on  that  daj*  two  of 
these  finished  their  earthly  pilgrimage,  a  coinci- 
dence so  remarkable  as  to  seem  miraculous.  For 
a  few  daj's  before  Mr.  Adams  had  been  rapidly 
failing,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  Fourth  he 
found  himself  too  weak  to  rise  from  his  bed.  On 
being  requested  to  name  a  toast  for  the  cus- 
tomary celebration  of  the  da)-,  he  exclaimed 
"Independence  forever!"  When  the  day  was 
ushered  in  bj-  the  ringing  of  bells  and  the  firing 
of  cannons,  he  was  asked  by  one  of  his  attend- 
ants if  he  knew  what  day  it  was?  He  replied, 
' '  O  3'es,  it  is  the  glorious  Fourth  of  July — God 
bless  it — God  bless  you  all!"  In  the  course  of 
the  day  he  said,  "It  is  a  great  and  glorious 
day."  The  last  words  he  uttered  were,  "Jeffer- 
son survives."  But  he  had,  at  one  o'clock, 
resigned  his  spirit  into  the  hands  of  his  God. 
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'HOMAS  JEFFERSON  was  bom  April  2, 
1743.  at  Shadwell,  Albemarle  County,  Va. 
His  parents  were  Peter  and  Jane  (Ran- 
dolph) Jefferson,  the  fonner  a  native  of  Wales, 
and  the  latter  born  in  London.  To  them  were 
bom  six  daughters  and  two  sous,  of  whom  Thomas 
was  the  elder.  When  fourteen  years  of  age  his 
father  died.  He  received  a  most  liberal  educa- 
tion, having  been  kept  diligently  at  school  from 
the  time  he  was  five  years  of  age.  In  1760  he 
entered  William  and  Mar>-  College.  Williams- 
burg was  then  the  seat  of  the  Colonial  court,  and 
it  was  the  abode  of  fashion  and  splendor.  Young 
Jefferson,  who  was  then  seventeen  j-ears  old,  lived 
somewhat  expensively,  keeping  fine  horses,  and 
going  much  into  gay  society;  yet  he  was  ear- 
nestly devoted  to  his  studies,  and  irreproachable  in 
his  morals.  In  the  second  year  of  his  college 
course,  moved  by  some  unexplained  impulse,  he 
discarded  his  old  companions  and  pursuits,  and 
often  devoted  fifteen  hours  a  day  to  hard  study. 
He  thus  attained  very  high  intellectual  culture, 
and  a  like  excellence  in  philosophj'  and  the  lan- 
guages. 

Immediately  upon  leaving  college  he  began  the 
study  of  law.  For  the  short  time  he  continued 
in  the  practice  of  his  profes.sion  he  rose  rapidly, 
and  distinguished  himself  by  his  energy  and 
acuteness  as  a  law>-er.  But  the  times  called  for 
greater  action.  The  policy  of  lingland  had  awak- 
ened the  spirit  of  resistance  in  the  American  Col- 
onies, and  the  enlarged  views  which  Jeffer.son  had 
ever  entertained  soon  led  him  into  active  politi- 
cal life.  Ill  i-Cn)  he  was  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Virginia  House  of  Burgesses.     In  1772  he  mar- 


ried Mrs.  Martha  Skelton,  a  verj-  beautiful, 
wealthy,  and  highly  accomplished  j^oung  widow. 
In  1775  he  was  sent  to  the  Colonial  Congress, 
where,  though  a  silent  member,  his  abilities  as  a 
writer  and  a  reasoner  soon  become  known,  and  he 
was  placed  upon  a  number  of  important  com- 
mittees, and  was  chairman  of  the  one  appointed 
for  the  drawing  up  of  a  declaration  of  independ- 
ence. This  committee  consisted  of  Thomas  Jef- 
ferson, John  Adams,  Benjamin  Franklin,  Roger 
Sherman  and  Robert  R.  Livingston.  Jeffer.son, 
as  chaimian,  was  appointed  to  draw  up  the  paper. 
Franklin  and  Adams  .suggested  a  few  verbal 
changes  before  it  was  submitted  to  Congress.  On 
June  28,  a  few  slight  changes  were  made  in  it  by 
Congress,  and  it  was  passed  and  signed  July  4, 
1776. 

In  1779  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  successor  to 
Patrick  Henry  as  Governor  of  Virginia.  At  one 
time  the  British  officer  Tarleton  sent  a  secret 
expedition  to  Monticello  to  capture  the  Governor. 
Scarcely  five  minutes  elapsed  after  the  hurried 
escape  of  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his  family  ere  his 
mansion  was  in  possession  of  the  British  troops. 
His  wife's  health,  never  very  good,  was  much 
injured  by  this  excitement,  and  in  the  summer 
of  1782  she  died. 
'  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected  to  Congress  in  1783. 
Two  years  later  he  was  appointed  Minister  Pleni- 
potentiarj'  to  France.  Returning  to  the  L'nited 
States  in  September,  1789,  he  became  Secretary- 
of  State  in  Washington's  cabinet.  This  position 
he  resigned  January  1,  1794.  In  1797,  he  was 
cho.sen  Vice-President,  and  four  years  later  was 
elected  President  over  Mr.  Adams,  with  Aarou 


28 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON. 


Burr  as  Vice-President.  In  1804  he  was  re- 
elected with  wonderful  unanimitj',  George  Clin- 
ton being  elected  Vice-President. 

The  early  part  of  Mr.  Jefferson's  second  ad- 
ministration was  disturbed  b}-  an  event  which 
threatened  the  tranquillity  and  peace  of  the  Union; 
this  was  the  conspiracy  of  Aaron  Burr.  Defeated 
in  the  late  election  to  the  Vice-Presidency,  and 
led  on  by  an  unprincipled  ambition,  this  extraor- 
dinary man  formed  the  plan  of  a  military  ex- 
pedition into  the  Spanish  territories  on  our  south- 
western frontier,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  there 
a  new  republic.  This  was  generally  supposed 
to  have  been  a  mere  pretext;  and  although  it  has 
not  been  generally  known  what  his  real  plans 
were,  there  is  no  doubt  that  they  were  of  a  far 
more  dangerous  character. 

In  1809,  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term 
for  which  Mr.  Jefferson  had  been  elected,  he  de- 
termined to  retire  from  political  life.  For  a  period 
of  nearly  forty  years  he  had  been  continually  be- 
fore the  public,  and  all  that  time  had  been  em- 
ployed in  offices  of  the  greatest  trust  and  respon- 
sibility. Having  thus  devoted  the  best  part  of 
his  life  to  the  service  of  his  countrj-,  he  now  felt 
desirous  of  that  rest  which  his  declining  years  re- 
quired, and  upon  the  organization  of  the  new  ad- 
ministration, in  March,  1S09,  he  bade  farewell  for- 
ever to  public  life  and  retired  to  Monticello,  his 
famous  country  home,  which,  next  to  Mt.  Vernon, 
was  the  most  distinguished  residence  in  the  land. 

The  Fourth  of  Julj-,  1826,  being  the  fiftieth  an- 
niversary' of  the  Declaration  of  American  Inde- 
pendence, great  preparations  were  made  in  every 
part  of  the  Union  for  its  celebration  as  the  nation's 
jubilee,  and  the  citizens  of  Washington,  to  add  to 
the  solemnity  of  the  occa.sion,  invited  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son, as  the  framer  and  one  of  the  few  sur\-iving 
signers  of  the  Declaration,  to  participate  in  their 
festivities.  But  an  illness,  which  had  been  of 
several  weeks'  duration  and  had  been  continually 
increasing,  compelled  him  to  decline  the  invita- 
tion. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  disease  under  which  he 
was  laboriiig  left  him,  but  in  such  a  reduced 
state  that  his  medical  attendants  entertained  no 
hope  of  his  recover}'.     From  this  time  he  was 


perfectly  sensible  that  his  last  hour  was  at  hand. 
On  the  next  day,  which  was  Monday,  he  asked 
of  those  around  him  the  day  of  the  month,  and 
00  being  told  it  was  the  3d  of  July,  he  ex- 
pressed the  earnest  wish  that  he  might  be  per- 
mitted to  breathe  the  air  of  the  fiftieth  anniver- 
sary. His  prayer  was  heard — that  day  whose 
dawn  was  hailed  with  such  rapture  through  our 
land  burst  upon  his  e3-es,  and  then  they  were 
closed  forever.  And  what  a  noble  consummation 
of  a  noble  life !  To  die  on  that  day — the  birth- 
day of  a  nation— the  day  which  his  own  name 
and  his  own  act  had  rendered  glorious,  to  die 
amidst  the  rejoicings  and  festivities  of  a  whole 
nation,  who  looked  up  to  him  as  the  author,  un- 
der God,  of  their  greatest  blessings,  was  all  that 
was  wanting  to  fill  up  the  record  of  his  life. 

Almost  at  the  same  hour  of  his  death,  the  kin- 
dred spirit  of  the  venerable  Adams,  as  if  to  bear 
him  company,  left  the  scene  of  his  earthly  honors. 
Hand  in  hand  they  had  stood  forth,  the  cham- 
pions of  freedom;  hand  in  hand,  during  the  dark 
and  desperate  struggle  of  the  Revolution,  they 
had  cheered  and  animated  their  desponding  coun- 
trymen; for  half  a  century  they  had  labored  to- 
gether for  the  good  of  the  countrj',  and  now  hand 
in  hand  they  departed.  In  their  lives  they  had 
been  united  in  the  same  great  cause  of  liberty, 
and  in  their  deaths  they  were  not  divided. 

In  person  Mr.  Jefferson  was  tall  and  thin,  rather 
above  six  feet  in  height,  but  well  formed;  his  eyes 
were  light,  his  hair,  originally  red,  in  after  life  be- 
came white  and  silver}-,  his  complexion  was  fair, 
his  forehead  broad,  and  his  whole  countenance 
intelligent  and  thoughtful.  He  possessed  great 
fortitude  of  mind  as  well  as  personal  courage,  and 
his  command  of  temper  was  such  that  his  oldest 
and  most  intimate  friends  never  recollected  to 
have  seen  him  in  a  passion.  His  manners,  though 
dignified,  were  simple  and  unaffected,  and  his 
hospitality  was  so  unbounded  that  all  found  at 
his  house  a  ready  welcome.  In  con\'ersation  he 
was  fluent,  eloquent  and  enthusiastic,  and  his 
language  was  remarkabh'  pure  and  correct.  He 
was  a  fini.shed  classical  scholar,  and  in  his  writ- 
ings is  discernible  the  care  with  which  he  formed 
his  style  upon  the  best  models  of  antiquity. 
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(Tames  MADISON,   "Father  of  the  Consti- 

I  tutioii,"  and  fourth  President  of  the  United 
Q)  States,  was  born  March  i6,  1757,  and  died 
at  his  home  in  Virginia  June  28,  1836.  The 
name  of  James  Madison  is  inseparably  connected 
with  most  of  the  important  events  in  that  heroic 
period  of  our  country-  during  which  the  founda- 
tions of  this  great  republic  were  laid.  He  was 
the  last  of  the  founders  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  to  be  called  to  his  eternal  reward. 

The  Madison  family  were  among  the  early  emi- 
grants to  the  New  World,  landing  upon  the  shores 
of  the  Chesapeake  but  fifteen  years  after  the  settle- 
ment of  Jamestown.  The  father  of  James  Madison 
was  an  opulent  planter,  residing  upon  a  verj-  fine 
estate  called  Montpelier,  in  Orange  Count}-,  Va. 
It  was  but  twenty -five  miles  from  the  home  of  Jef- 
ferson at  Monticello,  and  the  closest  personal  and 
political  attachment  existed  between  these  illustri- 
ous men  from  their  early  youth  until  death. 

The  early  education  of  Mr.  Madison  was  con- 
ducted mostly  at  home  under  a  private  tutor.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  was  sent  to  Princeton  Col- 
lege, in  New  Jersey.  Here  he  applied  himself  to 
study  with  the  most  imprudent  zeal,  allowing  him- 
self for  months  but  three  hours'  sleep  out  of  the 
twenty-four.  His  health  thus  became  .so  seriously 
impaired  that  he  never  recovered  any  vigor  of 
constitution.  H^ graduated  in  1771,  with  a  feeble 
body,  but  with  a  character  of  utmost  purity,  and 
a  mind  highly  disciplined  and  richly  stored  with 
learning,  which  embellished  and  gave  efficiency 
to  his  subsequent  career. 

Returning  to  \'irginia,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  law  and  a  course  of  extensive  and  systematic 
reading.  This  educational  course,  the  spirit  of 
the  times  in  which  he  lived,  and  the  .society  with 
which  he  associated,  all  combined  to  inspire  him 
with  a  strong  love  of  liberty,  and  to  train  him  for 
his  life-work  as  a  .state-sman. 

In  the  spring  of  1776,  when  twenty-six  years  of 


age,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Virginia  Con- 
vention to  frame  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The 
next  year  (1777),  he  wasa  candidate  for  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  He  refused  to  treat  the  whisky-lov- 
ing voters,  and  consequentlj'  lost  his  election ;  but 
I  those  who  had  witnessed  the  talent,  energy  and 
pubhc  .spirit  of  the  modest  young  man  enlisted 
themselves  in  his  behalf,  and  he  was  appointed  to 
the  Executive  Council. 

Both  Patrick  Henrj-  and  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
Governors  of  Virginia  while  Mr.  Madi.son  re- 
mained member  of  the  Council,  and  their  apprecia- 
tion of  his  intellectual,  social  and  moral  worth 
contributed  not  a  little  to  his  subsequent  eminence. 
In  the  year  1780  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Continental  Congress.  Here  he  met  the  most  il- 
lustrious men  in  our  land,  and  he  was  immediately 
a.ssigned  to  one  of  the  most  conspicuous  positions 
among  them.  For  three  }ears  he  continued  in  Con- 
gress, one  of  its  most  active  and  influential  mem- 
bers. In  1784,  his  tenu  having  expired,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  \'irginia  Legislature. 

No  man  felt  more  deeply  than  Mr.  Madison  the 
utter  inefficiency  of  the  old  confederacy,  with  no 
national  government,  and  no  power  to  form  trea- 
ties which  would  be  binding,  or  to  enforce  law. 
There  was  not  any  State  more  prominent  than  ' 
Virginia  in  the  declaration  that  an  efficient  na- 
tional government  must  be  formed.  In  January, 
1786,  Mr.  Madison  carried  a  resolution  through 
the  General  Assembly  of  Virginia,  inviting  the 
other  States  to  appoint  commissioners  to  meet  in 
convention  at  Annapolis  to  discu.ss  this  subject. 
Five  States  only  were  represented.  The  con\'en- 
tion,  however,  issued  another  call,  drawn  up  by 
Mr.  Madison,  urging  all  the  States  to  send  their 
delegates  to  Philadelphia  in  May,  1787,  to  draft 
a  Constitution  for  the  United  States,  to  take  the 
place  of  the  Confederate  League.  The  delegates 
met  at  the  time  appointed.  Everj-  State  but 
Rhode  Island  was  represented.    George  Washing- 
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ton  was  chosen  president  of  the  convention,  and  the 
present  Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  then 
and  there  formed.  There  was,  perhaps,  no  mind 
and  no  pen  more  active  in  framing  this  immortal 
document  than  the  mind  and  the  pen  of  James 
Madison. 
The  Constitution,  adopted  bj'  a  vote  of  eight>--one 
to  seventy-nine,  was  to  be  presented  to  the  several 
States  for  accep>tance.  But  grave  solicitude  was 
felt.  Should  it  be  rejected,  we  should  be  left  but  a 
conglomeration  of  independent  States,  with  but 
little  power  at  home  and  little  respect  abroad.  Mr. 
Madison  was  elected  bj'  the  convention  to  draw  up 
an  address  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  ex- 
pounding the  principles  of  the  Constitution,  and 
urging  its  adoption.  There  was  great  opposition 
to  it  at  first,  but  at  length  it  triumphed  over  all, 
and  went  into  effect  in  1789. 

Mr.  Madison  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives in  the  first  Congress,  and  soon  became 
the  avowed  leader  of  the  Republican  partj-.  While 
in  New  York  attending  Congress,  he  met  Mrs. 
Todd,  a  3-oung  widow  of  remarkable  power  of  fas- 
cination, whom  he  married.  She  was  in  person 
and  character  queenlj%  and  probaby  no  lady  has 
thus  far  occupied  so  prominent  a  position  in  the 
verj-  peculiar  societj-  which  has  constituted  our 
republican  court  as  did  Mrs.  Madison. 

^Ir.  Madison  sen-ed  as  Secretary-  of  State  under 
Jefferson,  and  at  the  close  of  his  administration 
was  chosen  President.  At  this  time  the  encroach- 
ments of  England  had  brought  us  to  the  verge  of 
war.  British  orders  in  council  destroyed  our  com- 
merce, and  our  flag  was  exposed  to  constant  insult. 
Mr.  Madison  was  a  man  of  peace.  Scholarly  in 
his  taste,  retiring  in  his  disposition,  war  had  no 
charms  for  him.  But  the  meekest  spirit  can  be 
roused.  It  makes  one's  blood  boil,  even  now,  to 
think  of  an  American  ship  brought  to  upon  the 
ocean  bj'  the  guns  of  an  English  cruiser.  A 
young  lieutenant  steps  on  board  and  orders  the 
crew  to  be  paraded  before  him.  With  great  non- 
chalance he  selects  any  nmnber  whom  he  may 
please  to  designate  as  Eriti.sh  subjects,  orders  them 
down  the  ship's  side  into  his  boat,  and  places  them 
on  the  gundeck  of  his  man-of-war,  to  fight,  b}' 
compulsion,  the  battles  of  England.     This  right 


of  search  and  impressment  no  efforts  of  our  Gov- 
ernment could  induce  the  British  cabinet  to  re- 
linquish. 

On  the  1 8th  of  June,  181 2,  President  Madison 
gave  his  approval  to  an  act  of  Congress  declaring 
war  against  Great  Britain.  Notwithstanding  the 
bitter  hostility  of  the  Federal  party  to  the  war,  the 
country  in  general  approved;  and  Mr.  Madison, 
on  the  4th  of  March,  18 13,  was  re-elected  bj'  a 
large  majority,  and  entered  upon  his  second  term 
of  ofiBce.  This  is  not  the  place  to  describe  the 
various  adventures  of  this  war  on  the  land  and  on 
the  water.  Our  infant  na\-j'  then  laid  the  found- 
ations of  its  renown  in  grappling  with  the  most 
formidable  power  which  ever  swept  the  seas.  The 
contest  commenced  in  earnest  by  the  appearance 
of  a  British  fleet,  early  in  Februani-,  18 13,  in 
Chesapeake  Baj-,  declaring  nearly  the  whole  coast 
of  the  United  States  under  blockade. 

The  Emperor  of  Russia  offered  his  services  as 
mediator.  America  accepted;  England  refused. 
A  British  force  of  five  thousand  men  landed  on  the 
banks  of  the  Patuxet  River,  near  its  entrance  into 
Chesapeake  Bay,  and  marched  rapidly,  bj-  way  of 
Bladensburg,  upon  Washington. 

The  straggUng  little  cit^-  of  \\'ashington  was 
thrown  into  consternation.  The  cannon  of  the 
brief  conflict  at  Bladensburg  echoed  through  the 
streets  of  the  metropolis.  The  whole  population 
fled  from  the  citj-.  The  President,  leaving  Mrs. 
Madison  in  the  White  House,  with  her  carriage 
drawn  up  at  the  door  to  await  his  speedy  return, 
hurried  to  meet  the  officers  in  a  council  of  war. 
He  met  our  troops  utterlj'  routed,  and  he  could  not 
go  back  without  danger  of  beijig  captured.  But 
few  hours  elapsed  ere  the  Presidential  Mansion, 
the  Capitol,  and  all  the  public  buildings  in  W'ash- 
ington  were  in  flames. 

The  war  closed  after  two  years  of  fighting,  and 
on  February  13,  18 15,  the  treaty  of  peace  was 
signed  at  Ghent.  On  the 4th  o;  March,  18 17,  his 
second  term  of  ofiice  expired,  aJid  he  resigned  the 
Presidential  chair  to  his  friend,  James  Monroe. 
He  retired  to  his  beautiful  home  at  ^lontpelier.  and 
there  passed  the  remainder  of  his  days.  On  June 
28,  1836,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years,  he  fell 
asleep  in  death.  Mrs   Madison  died  July  12,  1849. 


JAMES  MONROE. 


3AMfiS  MONROE,  the  fifth  President  of  the 
United  States,  was  born  in  Westmoreland 
County,  Va.,  April  28,  1758.  His  early  life 
was  passed  at  the  place  of  his  nativity.  His  an- 
cestors had  for  many  j-ears  resided  in  the  province 
in  which  he  was  born.  When  he  was  seventeen 
years  old,  and  in  process  of  completing  his  educa- 
tion at  William  and  Marj-  College,  the  Colonial 
Congress,  assembled  at  Philadelphia  to  deliberate 
upon  the  unjust  and  manifold  oppressions  of  Great 
Britain,  declared  the  separation  of  the  Colonies, 
and  promulgated  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
Had  he  been  born  ten  years  before,  it  is  highly 
probable  that  he  would  have  been  one  of  the 
signers  of  that  celebrated  instrument.  At  this 
time  he  left  school  and  enlisted  among  the  pa- 
triots. 

He  joined  the  army  when  everything  looked 
hopeless  and  gloomy.  The  number  of  deserters 
increased  from  daj-  to  day.  The  invading  armies 
came  pouring  in,  and  the  Tories  not  only  favored 
the  cause  of  the  mother  country,  but  disheartened 
the  new  recruits,  who  were  sufficiently  terrified 
at  the  prospect  of  contending  with  an  enemy 
whom  they  had  been  taught  to  deem  invincible. 
To  such  brave  spirits  as  James  Monroe,  who  went 
right  onward  undismayed  through  difficulty  and 
danger,  the  United  States  owe  their  political 
emancipation.  The  young  cadet  joined  the  ranks 
and  espoused  the  cause  of  his  injured  country, 
with  a  firm  determination  to  live  or  die  in  her 
strife  for  liberty.  Firmly,  yet  sadly,  he  shared  in 
the  melancholy  retreat  from  Harlem  Heights 
and  White  Plains,  and  accompanied  the  dispirited 
army  as  it  fled  before  its  foes  through  New  Jersey. 
In  four  months  after  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, the  patriots  had  been  beaten  in  seven 
battles.  At  the  battle  of  Trenton  he  led  the  van- 
guard, and  in  the  act  of  charging  upon  the  enemy 
he  received  a  wound  in  the  left  shoulder. 


As  a  reward  for  his  braverj-,  Mr.  Monroe  was 
promoted  to  be  captain  of  infantry,  and,  having  re- 
covered from  his  wounds,  he  rejoined  the  army. 
He,  however,  receded  from  the  line  of  promotion 
by  becoming  an  officer  on  the  staff  of  Lord  Ster- 
ling. During  the  campaigns  of  1777  and  1778, 
in  the  actions  of  Brandywine,  Germantown  and 
Monmouth,  he  continued  aide-de-camp;  but  be- 
coming desirous  to  regain  his  position  in  the 
army,  he  exerted  himself  to  collect  a  regiment  for 
the  Virginia  line.  This  scheme  failed,  owing  to 
the  exhausted  condition  of  the  State.  Upon  this 
failure  he  entered  the  office  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  at 
that  period  Governor,  and  pursued  w-ith  consid- 
erable ardor  the  study  of  common  law.  He  did 
not,  however,  entirely  lay  aside  the  knapsack  for 
the  green  bag,  but  on  the  invasion  of  the  enemy 
served  as  a  volunteer  during  the  two  j'ears  of  his 
legal  pursuits. 

In  1782  he  was  elected  from  King  George 
County  a  member  of  the  Legislature  of  \'irginia, 
and  by  that  bodj-  he  was  elevated  to  a  seat  in  the 
Executive  Council.  He  was  thus  honored  with 
the  confidence  of  his  fellow-citizens  at  twenty- 
three  years  of  age,  and  having  at  this  early  period 
displayed  some  of  that  ability  and  aptitude  foi 
legislation  which  were  afterward  employed  with 
unremitting  energy  for  the  public  good,  he  was 
in  the  succeeding  year  chosen  a  member  of  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States. 

Deeply  as  Mr.  Monroe  felt  the  imperfections  of 
the  old  Confederacy,  he  was  opposed  to  the  new 
Constitution,  thinking,  w-ith  many  others  of  the 
Republican  partj-,  that  it  gave  too  much  power  to 
the  Central  Government,  and  not  enough  to  the 
individual  States.  Still  he  retained  the  esteem 
of  his  friends  who  were  its  warm  supporters,  and 
who,  notwithstanding  his  opposition,  secured  its 
adoption.  In  1789  he  became  a  member  of  the 
United  States  Senate,  which   office  he  held  for 
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four  years.  Every  month  the  line  of  distinction 
between  the  two  great  parties  which  divided  the 
nation,  the  Federal  and  the  Republican,  was 
growing  more  distinct.  The  differences  which 
now  separated  them  lay  in  the  fact  that  the  Repub- 
lican party  was  in  sympathy  with  France,  and 
also  in  favor  of  such  a  strict  construction  of  tli£ 
Constitution  as  to  give  the  Central  Government  as 
little  power,  and  the  State  Governmtnts  as  much 
power,  as  the  Constitution  would  warrant;  while 
the  Federalists  sympathized  with  England,  and 
were  in  favor  of  a  liberal  construction  of  the  Con- 
stitution, which  would  give  as  much  power  to  the 
Central  Government  as  that  document  could  pos- 
sibly authorize. 

Washington  was  then  President.  England  had 
espoused  the  cause  of  the  Bourbons  against  the 
principles  of  the  French  Revolution.  All  Europe 
was  drawn  into  the  conflict.  We  were  feeble  and 
far  away.  Washington  issued  a  proclamation  of 
neutrality  between  these  contending  powers. 
France  had  helped  us  in  the  struggles  for  our 
liberties.  All  the  despotisms  of  Europe  were  now 
combinfed  to  prevent  the  French  from  escaping 
from  a  tyranny  a  thousand-fold  worse  than  that 
which  we  had  endured.  Col.  Monroe,  more  mag- 
nanimous than  prudent,  was  anxious  that,  at 
whatever  hazard,  we  should  help  our  old  allies  in 
their  extremity.  It  was  the  impulse  of  a  gener- 
ous and  noble  nature,  and  Washington,  who  could 
appreciate  such  a  character,  showed  his  calm,  se- 
rene, almost  divine,  greatness,  by  appointing  that 
very  James  Monroe  who  was  denouncing  the  pol- 
icy of  the  Government,  as  the  minister  of  that 
Government  to  the  Republic  of  France.  Mr. 
Monroe  was  welcomed  by  the  National  Conven- 
tion in  France  with  the  most  enthusiastic  dem- 
onstration. 

Shortly  after  his  return  to  this  countrs-,  Mr. 
Monroe  was  elected  Governor  of  Virginia,  and 
held  the  office  for  three  years.  He  was  again 
sent  to  France  to  co-operate  with  Chancellor  Liv- 
ingston in  obtaining  the  vast  territorj-  then  known 
as  the  province  of  Louisiana,  which  France  had 
but  shortly  before  obtained  from  Spain.  Their 
united  efforts  were  successful.  For  the  compara- 
tively small  sum  of  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  the 


entire  territory-  of  Orleans  and  district  of  Loui- 
siana were  added  to  the  United  States.  This  was 
probably  the  largest  transfer  of  real  estate  which 
was  ever  made  in  all  the  history  of  the  world. 

From  France  Mr.  Monroe  went  to  England  to 
obtain  from  that  countrj'  some  recognition  of  our 
rights  as  neutrals,  and  to  remonstrate  against 
those  odious  impressments  of  our  seamen.  But 
England  was  unrelenting.  He  again  returned  to 
England  on  the  same  mission,  but  could  receive 
no  redress.  He  returned  to  his  home  and  was 
again  cho.sen  Governor  of  Virginia.  This  he  .soon 
resigned  to  accept  the  position  of  Secretary  of 
State  under  Madison.  While  in  this  office  war 
with  England  was  declared,  the  Secretary  of  War 
resigned,  and  during  these  trying  times  the 
duties  of  the  War  Department  were  also  put  upon 
him.  He  was  truly  the  armor-bearer  of  President 
Madison,  and  the  most  efficient  business  man  in 
his  cabinet.  Upon  the  return  of  peace  he  re- 
signed the  Department  of  War,  but  continued  in 
the  office  of  Secretary^  of  State  until  the  expira- 
tion of  Mr.  Madison's  administration.  At  the 
election  held  the  previous  autumn,  Mr.  Monroe 
himself  had  been  chosen  President  with  but  little 
opposition,  and  upon  March  4,  1817,  he  was  in- 
augurated. Four  years  later  he  was  elected  for 
a  second  term. 

Among  the  important  measures  of  his  Presi- 
dency were  the  cession  of  Florida  to  the  United 
States,  the  Missouri  Compromise,  and  the  famous 
"  Monroe  doctrine."  This  doctrine  was  enun- 
ciated by  him  in  1823,  and  was  as  follows:  "  That 
we  should  consider  any  attempt  on  the  part  of 
European  powers  to  extend  their  system  to  any 
portion  of  this  hemisphere  as  dangerous  to  our 
peace  and  safety,"  and  that  "  we  could  not  view 
any  interposition  for  the  purpose  of  oppre.s.sing  or 
controlling  American  governments  or  provinces 
in  any  other  light  than  as  a  manifestation  by 
European  powers  of  an  unfriendly  disposition 
toward  the  United  States." 

At  the  end  of  his  second  term,  Mr.  Monroe  re- 
tired to  his  home  in  Virginia,  where  he  lived  un- 
til 1830,  when  he  went  to  New  York  to  live  with 
his  son-in-law.  In  that  city  he  died,  on  the  4th 
of  July,  1831. 
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(lOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS,  the  sixth  President 

I  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  the  rural 
(2/  home  of  his  honored  father,  John  Adams,  in 
Quinc\-,  Mass.,  on  the  nth  of  July,  1767.  His 
mother,  a  woman  of  exalted  worth,  watched  over 
his  childhood  during  the  almost  constant  ab- 
sence of  his  father.  When  but  eight  jears  of 
age,  he  stood  with  his  mother  on  an  eminence, 
li.stening  to  the  booming  of  the  great  battle  on 
Bunker's  Hill,  and  gazing  out  upon  the  smoke 
and  flames  billowing  up  from  the  conflagration  of 
Charle.stown. 

When  but  eleven  years  old  he  took  a  tearful 
adieu  of  his  mother,  to  sail  with  his  father  for  Eu- 
rope, through  a  fleet  of  hostile  British  cruisers. 
The  bright,  animated  boy  spent  a  year  and  a-half 
in  Paris,  where  his  father  was  associated  with 
Franklin  and  Lee  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary'. 
His  intelligence  attracted  the  notice  of  these  dis- 
tinguished men,  and  he  received  from  them  flat- 
tering marks  of  attention. 

John  Adams  had  scarcely  returned  to  this 
countrj',  in  1779,  ere  he  was  again  sent  abroad. 
Again  John  Quincy  accompanied  his  father.  At 
Paris  he  applied  himself  to  study  with  great  dil- 
igence for  six  months,  and  then  accompanied  his 
father  to  Holland,  where  he  entered  first  a  school 
in  Amsterdam,  then  the  University  at  Leyden. 
About  a  year  from  this  time,  in  1781,  when  the 
manly  boy  was  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  he  was 
selected  bj-  Mr.  Uana,  our  Minister  to  the  Rus- 
sian court,  as  his  private  secretarj'. 

In  this  .school  of  incessant  labor  and  of  ennobl- 
ing culture  he  spent  fourteen  months,  and  then 
returned  to  Holland,  through  Sweden,  Denmark, 
Hamburg  and  Bremen.  This  long  journey  he 
took  alone  in  the  winter,  when  in  his  sixteenth 
year.  Again  he  resumed  his  studies,  under  a  pri- 
vate tutor,  at  The  Hague.  Then,  in  the  .spring  of 
1782,  he  accompanied  his  father  to  Paris,  travel- 
ing leisurely,  and  forming  acquaintances  with  the 
most  distinguished  men  on  the  continent,  examin- 


ing architectural  remains,  galleries  of  paintings, 
and  all  renowned  works  of  art.  At  Paris  he 
again  became  associated  with  the  most  illustrious 
men  of  all  lands  in  the  contemplation  of  the 
loftiest  temporal  themes  which  can  engross  the 
human  mind.  After  a  short  visit  to  England  he 
returned  to  Paris,  and  consecrated  all  his  energies 
to  -study  until  May,  1785,  when  he  returned  to 
America  to  finish  his  education. 

Upon  leaving  Harvard  College  at  the  age  of 
twenty,  he  studied  law  for  three  years.  In  June, 
1794,  being  then  but  twenty-seven  years  of  age, 
he  was  appointed  by  Washington  Resident  Min- 
ister at  the  Netherlands.  Sailing  from  Boston  iu 
July,  he  reached  London  in  October,  where  he 
was  immediately  admitted  to  the  deliberations  o) 
Messrs.  Jay  &  Pinckney,  assi.sting  them  in  nego- 
tiating a  commercial  treaty  with  Great  Britain. 
After  thus  spending  a  fortnight  in  London,  he 
proceeded  to  The  Hague. 

In  July,  1797,  he  left  The  Hague  to  go  to  Por- 
tugal as  Minister  Plenipotentiarj-.  On  his  way  to 
Portugal,  upon  arriving  in  London,  he  met  with 
despatches  directing  him  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  but 
requesting  him  to  remain  iu  London  until  he 
should  receive  his  instructions.  While  waiting 
he  was  married  to  an  American  lady,  to  whom  he 
had  been  previously  engaged — Miss  Louisa  Cath- 
erine Johnson,  a  daughter  of  Joshua  John.son, 
American  Consul  in  London,  and  a  lady  en- 
dowed with  that  beauty  and  those  accomplish- 
ments which  eminently  fitted  her  to  move  in  the 
elevated  sphere  for  which  she  was  destined.  He 
reached  Berlin  with  his  wife  in  November,  1797, 
where  he  remained  until  July,  1799,  when,  ha%'- 
ing  fulfilled  all  the  purposes  of  his  mission,  he  so 
licited  his  recall. 

Soon  after  his  return,  in  1802,  he  was  chosen 
to  the  Senate  of  Massachusetts  from  Boston,  and 
then  was  elected  Senator  of  the  United  States  for 
six  years,  from  the  4th  of  March,  1804.  His  rep- 
utation,  his   ability  and    his  experience    placed 


40 


JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 


him  immediately  among  the  most  prominent  and 
influential  members  of  that  body. 

In  1809,  Madison  succeeded  Jefferson  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  and  he  immediately  nominated 
John  Quincv  Adams  Minister  to  St.  Petersburgh. 
Resigning  his  professorship  in  Harvard  Col- 
lege  he  embarked  at  Boston  in  August,  1809. 

While  in  Russia,  Mr.  Adams  was  an  intense 
student  He  devoted  his  attention  to  the  lan- 
guage and  historj-  of  Russia;  to  the  Chinese  trade; 
to  the  European  system  of  weights,  measures  and 
coins-  to  the  climate  and  astronomical  obser\-a- 
tions;'  while  he  kept  up  a  familiar  acquaintance 
with  the  Greek  and  Latin  classics.  In  all  the 
universities  of  Europe,  a  more  accomplished 
scholar  could  scarcely  be  found.  All  through 
life  the  Bible  constituted  an  important  part  of  his 
studies.     It  was   his  rule  to  read  five   chapters 

ever>^  day. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1817,  Mr.  Monroe  took 
the  Presidential  chair,  and  immediately  appointed 
Mr  Adams  Secretary  of  State.  Taking  leave  of 
his  numerous  friends  in  public  and  private  life  in 
Europe,  he  sailed  in  June,  1819,  for  the  United 
States.  On  the  i8th  of  August,  he  again  crossed 
the  threshold  of  his  home  in  Quincy .  Dunng  the 
eight  years  of  Mr.  Monroe's  administration,  Mr. 
Adams  continued  Secretary-  of  State. 

Some  time  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Monroe  s 
second  term  of  office,  new  candidates  began  to  be 
presented  for  the  Presidency.  The  friends  of  Mr. 
Adams  brought  for^vard  his  name.  It  was  an 
exciting  campaign,  and  party  spirit  was  never 
more  bitter.  Two  hundred  and  sixty  electoral 
votes  were  cast.  Andrew  Jackson  received  ninetj- 
nine;  John  Quincy  Adams  eighty-four;  Wilham 
H  Crawford  fortv-one;  and  Henr>'  Clay  thirty- 
seven  As  there  was  no  choice  by  the  people, 
the  question  went  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. Mr.  Clay  gave  the  vote  of  Kentucky  to 
Mr.  Adams,  and  he  was  elected. 

The  friends  of  all  the  disappointed  candidates 
now  combined  in  a  venomous  and  persistent  as- 
sault upon  Mr.  Adams.  There  is  nothing  more 
discn-aceful  in  the  past  history-  of  our  country  than 
the'abuse  which  was  poured  in  one  uninterrupted 
stream  upon  this  high-minded,  upright  and  pa- 


triotic man.  There  never  was  an  administration 
more  pure  in  principles,  more  conscientiously  de- 
voted to  the  best  interests  of  the  country-,  than 
that  of  John  Quincy  Adams;  and  never,  perhaps, 
was  there  an  administration  more  unscrupulously 
and  outrageously  assailed. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1S29,  Mr.  Adams  retired 
from  the  Presidency,  and  was  succeeded  by  An- 
drew Jackson.     John   C.    Calhoun   was   elected 
Vice-President.     The  slavery   question   now  be- 
gan to  assume  portentous  magnitude.   Mr.  Adams 
returned  to  Ouincv  and  to  his  studies,  which  he 
pursued  with  unabated  zeal.     But   he  was   not 
long  permitted  to  remain  in  retirement.     In  No- 
vember, 1830,  he  was  elected  Representative  in 
Congress.   For  seventeen  years,  or  until  his  death, 
he  occupied  the  post  as  Representative,  towering 
above  all  his  peers,  ever  ready  to  do  brave  battle 
for  freedom,  and  winning  the  title  of  "the  Old 
Man  Eloquent."     Upon  taking  his   seat  in  the 
House,  he  announced  that  he  should  hold  him- 
self bound  to  no  party.     Probably   there  never 
was  a  member  more  devoted  to  his  duties.     He 
was  usuallv  the  first  in  his  place  in  the  morning, 
and  the   last  to  leave  his  seat  in   the   evening. 
Not  a  measure  could  be  brought  for^vard  and  es- 
cape his  scrutiny.     The  battle  which  Mr.  Adams 
fought,  almost   singly,    against   the   pro-slavery 
party   in   the    Government   was   sublime   m    its 
moral  daring    and   heroism.     For   persisting   in 
presenting  petitions  for  the  abolition  of  slavery-, 
he  was  threatened  with  indictment  by  the  grand 
jury,  with  expulsion  from  the  House,  with  assas- 
sination; but  no  threats  could  intimidate  him,  and 
his  final  triumph  was  complete. 

On  the  2ist  of  February-,  1848,  he  rose  on  the 
floor  of  Congress  with  a  paper  in  his  hand,  to 
address  the  speaker.  Suddenly  he  fell,  again 
stricken  by  paralysis,  and  was  caught  in  the  arms 
of  those  around  him.  For  a  time  he  was  sense- 
less, as  he  was  conveyed  to  the  .sofa  in  the  ro- 
tunda. With  reviving  consciousness,  he  opened 
his  eyes,  looked  calmly  around  and  said  "This 
is  the  end  of  earth;' '  then  aft;er  a  moment's  pause 
he  added,  "  I  am  content. ' '  These  were  the  last 
I  words  of  the  grand  "Old  Man  Eloquent." 
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Gl  NDREW  JACKSON,  the  seventh  President 
Li  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Waxhaw 
/  I  settlement,  N.  C,  March  15,  1767,  a  few 
days  after  hit  father's  death.  His  parents  were 
poor  emigrants  from  Ireland,  and  took  np  their 
abode  in  Waxhaw  settlement,  where  thej-  lived 
in  deepest  poverty. 

Andrew,  or  And\-,  as  he  was  universally  called, 
grew  up  a  verj-  rough,  rude,  turbulent  boj-.  His 
features  were  coarse,  his  form  ungainly,  and  there 
was  but  very  little  in  his  character  made  visible 
which  was  attractive. 

When  only  thirteen  years  old  he  joined  the 
volunteers  of  Carolina  against  the  British  invasion. 
In  1 78 1,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  were  captured 
and  imprisoned  for  a  time  at  Camden.  A  British 
officer  ordered  him  to  brush  his  mud-.spattered 
boots.  "lam  a  prisoner  of  war,  not  your  serv- 
ant," was  the  reply  of  the  dauntless  boy. 

Andrew  supported  himself  in  various  ways,  such 
as  workhig  at  the  .saddler's  trade,  teaching  school, 
and  clerking  in  a  general  store,  until  1784,  when 
he  entered  a  law  office  at  Salisburj-,  N.  C.  He, 
however,  gave  more  attention  to  the  wild  amuse- 
ments of  the  times  than  to  his  studies.  In  1788, 
he  was  appointed  solicitor  for  the  Western  District 
of  North  Carolina,  of  which  Tennes.see  was  then 
a  part.  This  involved  many  long  journeys  amid 
dangers  of  every  kind,  but  Andrew  Jackson  never 
knew  fear,  and  the  Indians  had  no  desire  to  re- 
peat a  skirmish  with    "Sharp  Knife." 

In  1 791,  Mr.  Jackson  was  married  to  a  woman 
who  supposed  herself  divorced  from  her  former 
husband.  Great  was  the  surprise  of  both  parties, 
two  years  later,  to  find  that  the  conditions  of  the 
divorce  had  just  been  definitely  settled  by  the 
first  husband.  The  marriage  ceremony  was  per- 
formed a  second  time,  but  the  occurrence  was 
often  used  by  his  enemies  to  bring  Mr.  Jackson 
into  disfavor. 


In  January,  1796,  the  Territory  of  Tennessee 
then  containing  nearl)-  eighty  thousand  inhabi- 
tants, the  people  met  in  convention  at  Knoxville 
to  frame  a  constitution.  Five  were  sent  from 
each  of  the  eleven  counties.  Andrew  Jackson 
was  one  of  the  delegates.  The  new  State  was 
entitled  to  but  one  member  in  the  National  House 
of  Representatives.  Andrew  Jackson  was  chosen 
that  member.  Mounting  his  horse,  he  rode  to 
Philadelphia,  where  Congress  then  held  its  ses- 
sions, a  distance  of  about  eight  hundred  miles. 

Jackson  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  Jefferson  was  his  idol.  He  ad- 
mired Bonaparte,  loved  France,  and  hated  Eng- 
land. As  Mc  Jackson  took  his  seat,  Gen.  Wash- 
ington, whose  second  term  of  office  was  then 
expiring,  delivered  his  last  speech  to  Congress. 
A  committee  drew  up  a  complimentan,-  address  in 
reply.  Andrew  Jackson  did  not  approve  of  the 
address,  and  was  one  of  the  twelve  who  voted 
against  it.  He  was  not  willing  to  s£\.v  that  Gen. 
Wa.shington's  administration  had  been  "wise, 
firm  a'ld  patriotic." 

Mr.  Jack.son  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  in  1797,  but  soon  resigned  and  returned 
home.  Soon  after  he  was  chosen  Judge  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  his  State,  which  position  he 
held  for  six  years. 

When  the  War  of  18 12  with  Great  Britain  com- 
menced, Madison  occupied  the  Presidential  chair. 
Aaron  Burr  sent  word  to  the  President  that  there 
was  an  unknown  man  in  the  West,  Andrew  Jack- 
son, who  would  do  credit  to  a  commission  if  one 
were  conferred  upon  him.  Just  at  that  time  Gen. 
Jackson  offered  his  ser^-ices  and  those  of  twenty- 
five  hundred  volunteers.  His  offer  was  accepted, 
and  the  troops  were  assembled  at  Nashville. 

As  the  British  were  hourly  expected  to  make 
an  attack  upon  New  Orleans,  where  Gen.  Wil- 
kinson was  in  command,  he  was  ordered  to  de- 
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scentl  the  river  with  fifteen  hundred  troops  to  aid 
Wilkinson.      The   expedition    reached   Natchez, 
and  after  a  delay  of  several  weeks  there  without 
accomplishing  anything,   the  men  were  ordered 
back  to  their  homes.     But  the  energy  Gen.  Jack- 
son had  displayed,  and  his  entire  devotion  to  the 
comfort  of  his  soldiers,  won  for  him  golden  opin- 
ions, and  he  became  the  most  popular  man  in  the 
State.     It  was  in  this  expedition  that  his  tough- 
ness gave  him  the  nickname  of   "Old  Hickorj-." 
Soon  after  this,  while  attempting  to  horsewhip 
Col.  Thomas  Benton  for  a  remark  that  gentleman 
made 'about  his   taking   part  as  second  in  a  duel 
in  which  a  younger  brother  of  Benton's  was  en- 
gaged,   he   received   two   severe   pistol  wounds. 
While  he  was  lingering  upon  a  bed  of  suffering, 
news  came  that  the  Indians,  who  had  combined 
under  Tecuraseh  from  Florida  to  the  Lakes  to  ex- 
terminate the  white  settlers,  were  committing  the 
most  awful  ravages.     Decisive  action  became  nec- 
essary.    Gen.   Jackson,  with  his  fractured  bone 
just  beginning  to  heal,  his  arm  i»  a  sling,  and 
unable   to   mount  his  horse  without  assistance, 
gave  his  amazing  energies  to  the  raising  of  an 
army  to  rendezvous  at  Fayettesville,  Ala. 

The  Creek  Indians  had  established  a  strong 
fort  on  one  of  the  bends  of  the  Tallapoosa  River, 
near  the  cen,ter  of  Alabama,  about  fifty  miles  be- 
low Ft.  Strother.  With  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men,  Gen.  Jackson  traversed  the  pathless  wilder- 
ness in  a  march  of  eleven  days.  He  reached  their 
fort,  called  Tohopeka  or  Horse-shoe,  on  the  27th 
of  March,  1814.  The  bend  of  the  river  enclosed 
nearly  one  hundred  acres  of  tangled  forest  and 
wild  ravine.  Across  the  narrow  neck  the  Indians 
had  constructed  a  formidable  breastwork  of  logs 
and  brush.  Here  nine  hundred  warriors,  with 
an  ample  supply  of  arms,  were  assembled. 

The  fort  was  stormed.  The  fight  was  utterly 
desperate.  Not  an  Indian  would  accept  quarter. 
When  bleeding  and  dying,  they  would  fight  those 
who  endeavored  to  spare  their  lives.  From  ten 
in  the  morning  until  dark  the  battle  raged.  The 
carnage  was  awful  and  revolting.  Some  threw 
themselves  into  the  river;  but  the  unerring  bul- 
lets struck  their  heads  as  they  swam.  Nearly 
every   one    of  the  nine  hundred  warriors  was 


killed.  A  few,  probably,  in  the  night  swam 
the  river  and  escaped.  This  ended  the  war. 
This  closing  of  the  Creek  War  enabled  us  to 
concentrate  all  our  militia  upon  the  British,  who 
were  the  allies  of  the  Indians.  No  man  of  less 
resolute  will  than  Gen.  Jackson  could  have  con- 
ducted this  Indian  campaign  to  so  successful  an 
issue.      Immediately    he   was   appointed  Major- 

General. 

Late  in  August,  with  an  army  of  two  thousand 
men  on  a  rushing  march.  Gen.  Jackson  went  to 
Mobile.  A  British  fleet  went  from  Fen.sacola, 
landed  a  force  upon  the  beach,  anchored  near  the 
little  fort,  and  from  both  ship  and  shore  com- 
menced a  furious  assault.  The  battle  was  long 
and  doubtful.  At  length  one  of  the  ships  was 
blown  up  and  the  rest  retired. 

Garrisoning  Mobile,  where  he  had  taken  his 
little  army,  he  moved  his  troops  to  New  Orleans, 
and  the  battle  of  New  Orleans,  which  soon  ensued, 
was  in  reality  a  ver>'  arduous  campaign.  This 
won  for  Gen.  Jackson  an  imperishable  name. 
Here  his  troops,  which  numbered  about  four 
thousand  men,  won  a  signal  victor}'  over  the 
British  army  of  about  nine  thousand.  His  loss 
was  but  thirteen,  while  the  loss  of  the  British  was 
twentv-six  hundred. 

The  name  of  Gen.  Jackson  soon  began  to  be 
mentioned  in  connection  with  the  Presidency, 
but  in  1824  he  was  defeated  by  Mr.  Adams. 
He  was,  however,  successful  in  the  election  of 
1828,  and  was  re-elected  for  a  second  term  in 
1832'.  In  1829,  just  before  he  assumed  the  reins 
of  government,  he  met  with  the  most  terrible 
affliction  of  his  life  in  the  death  of  his  wife,  whom 
he  had  loved  with  a  devotion  which  has  perhaps 
never  been  surpassed.  From  the  shock  of  her 
death  he  never  recovered. 

His  administration  was  one  of  the  most  mem- 
orable in  the  annals  of  our  countrj— applauded 
by  one  party,  condemned  by  the  other.  No  man 
had  more  bitter  enemies  or  warmer  friends.  At 
the  expiration  of  his  two  terms  of  office  he  retired 
to  the  Hermitage,  where  he  died  June  8,  1843.  The 
last  years  of  Mr.  Jackson's  life  were  those  of  a  de- 
voted Christian  man. 
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y^ARTlN  VAN  BUREN,  the   eighth  Presi- 

y  dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  at  Kin- 
y  derhook,  N.  Y.,  December  5,  1782.  He 
died  at  the  same  place,  July  24,  1862.  His  body 
rests  hi  the  cemeterj-  at  Kinderhook.  Above  it  is 
a  plain  granite  shaft,  fifteen  feet  high,  bearing  a 
simple  inscription  about  half-way  up  on  one  face. 
The  lot  is  unfenced,  unbordered  or  unbounded 
by  shrub  or  flower. 

There  is  but  little  in  the  life  of  Martin  Van 
Buren  of  romantic  interest.  He  fought  no  battles, 
engaged  in  no  wild  adventures.  Though  his  life 
was  .stormy  in  political  and  intellectual  conflicts, 
and  he  gained  many  signal  victories,  his  days 
pas.sed  uneventful  in  those  incidents  which  give 
zest  to  biography.  His  ancestors,  as  his  name  indi- 
cates, were  of  Dutch  origin,  and  were  among  the 
earliest  emigrants  from  Holland  to  the  banks  of 
the  Hud.son.  His  father  was  a  farmer,  residing 
in  the  old  town  of  Kinderhook.  His  mother,  also 
of  Dutch  lineage,  was  a  woman  of  superior  intel- 
ligence and  exemplary-  pietj'. 

He  was  decidedly  a  precocious  boy,  developing 
unusual  activity,  vigor  and  strength  of  mind.  At 
the  age  of  fourteen,  he  had  finished  his  academic 
studies  in  his  native  village,  and  commenced  the 
study  of  law.  As  he  had  not  a  collegiate  educa- 
tion, seven  years  of  study  in  a  law-oflice  were  re- 
quired of  him  before  he  could  be  admitted  to  the 
Bar.  Inspired  with  a  lofty  ambition,  and  con- 
scious of  his  powers,  he  pursued  his  .studies  with 
indefatigable  industrj-.  After  spending  six  years 
in  an  office  in  his  native  village,  he  went  to  the  city 
of  New  York,  and  prosecuted  his  studies  for  the 
seventh  year. 

In  1803,  Mr.  Van  Buren,  then  twenty-one  years 


j  of  age,  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  na- 
tive village.  The  great  conflict  between  the  Federal 
and  Republican  parties  was  then  at  its  height, 
Mr.  Van  Buren  was  from  the  begiiniing  a  politi- 
cian. He  had,  perhaps,  imbibed  that  spirit  while 
listening  to  the  many  discussions  which  had  been 
carried  on  in  his  father's  hotel.  He  was  in  cordial 
sjmpathy  with  Jefferson,  and  earnestly  and  elo- 
quently espoused  the  cause  of  State  Rights,  though 
at  that  time  the  Federal  party  held  the  supremacy 
both  in  his  town  and  State. 

His  success  and  increasing  reputation  led  him 
after  six  years  of  practice  to  remove  to  Hudson, 
the  county  seat  of  his  county.  Here  he  spent 
seven  years,  constantly  gaining  strength  by  con- 
tending in  the  courts  with  some  of  the  ablest  men 
who  have  adorned  the  Bar  of  his  State. 

Just  before  leaving  Kinderhook  for  Hudson,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  married  a  lady  alike  distinguished  for 
beaut}'  and  accompli.shments.  After  twelve  short 
years  she  sank  into  the  grave,  a  victim  of  con- 
sumption, leaving  her  husband  and  four  sons  to 
weep  over  her  lo.ss.  For  twenty-five  years,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  was  an  earnest,  successful,  assiduous 
lawyer.  The  record  of  tho.se  years  is  barren  in 
items  of  public  interest.  In  1812,  when  thirty 
years  of  age,  he  was  chosen  to  the  State  Senate, 
and  gave  his  strenuous  .support  to  Mr.  Madison's 
administration.  In  1815,  he  was  appointed  At- 
torney-General, and  the  next  year  moved  to  Al- 
bany, the  capital  of  the  State. 

While  he  was  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  most 
prominent  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party,  he  had 
the  moral  courage  to  avow  that  true  democracy  did 
not  require  that '  'universal  suff"rage' '  which  admits 
the  vile,  the  degraded,  the  ignorant,  to  the  right 
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of  governing  the  State.  In  true  consistency  with 
his  democratic  principles,  he  contended  that,  while 
the  path  leading  to  the  privilege  of  voting  should 
be  open  to  ever>-  man  without  distinction,  no  one 
should  be  invested  with  that  sacred  prerogative 
unless  he  were  in  some  degree  qualified  for  it  by 
intelhgence,  virtue,  and  some  property  interests  in 
the  welfare  of  the  State. 

In  1 82 1  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  United 
States  Senate,  and  in  the  same  year  he  took  a 
seat  in  the  convention  to  revise  the  Constitution  of 
his  native  State.  His  course  in  this  convention 
secured  the  approval  of  men  of  all  parties.  No 
one  could  doubt  the  singleness  of  his  endeavors  to 
promote  the  interests  of  all  classes  in  the  com- 
munity. In  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  he 
rose  at  once  to  a  conspicuous  position  as  an  active 
and  useful  legislator. 

In  1827,  John  Quiiicy  Adams  being  then  in  the 
Presidential  chair,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  re-elected 
to  the  Senate.     He  had  been  from  the  beginning 
a  determined  opposer  of  the  administration,  adopt- 
ing the  "State  Rights"  view  in  opposition  to  what 
was  deemed  the  Federal  prochvities  of  Mr.  Adams. 
Soon  after  this,  in  1828,  he  was  chosen  Governor 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  accordingly  resigned 
his  seat  in  the  Senate.     Probably   no  one  in  the 
United  States  contributed  so  much  towards  eject- 
ing John  Q.  Adams  from  the   Presidential  chair, 
and  placing  in  it  Andrew  Jackson,  as  did  Martin 
Van  Buren.     Whether  entitled  to  the  reputation 
or  not,  he  certainly  was  regarded  throughout  the 
United  States  as  one  of  the  most  skillful,  sagacious 
and  cunning  of  politicians.     It  was  supposed  that 
no  one  knew  so  well  as  he  how  to  touch  the  secret 
springs  of  action,  how  to  pull  all  the  wires  to 
put  his  machinery  in  motion,  and  how  to  organize 
a  political  aniiy  which  would  secretly  and  stealth- 
ily accomplish  the  most  gigantic  results.    By  these 
powers  it  is  said  that  he  outwitted  Mr.  Adams,  Mr. 
Clay,  and  Mr.  Webster,  and  .secured  results  which 
few  then  thought  could  be  accomplished. 

When  Andrew  Jackson  was  elected  President 
he  appointed  Mr.  \an  Buren  Secretan,-  of  State. 
This  position  he  resigned  in  1831,  and  was  im- 
mediately appointed  Minister  to  England,  where 
he  went  the  same  autumn.     The  Senate,  however, 


when  it  met,  refused  to  ratify  the  nomination,  and 
he  returned  home,  apparently  untroubled.     Later 
he  was  nominated  \'ice-President  in  the  place  of 
Calhoun,  at  the  re-election  of  President  Jackson, 
and  with  smiles  for  all  and  frowns  for  none,  he 
took  his  place  at  the  head  of  that  Senate  which  had 
refused  to  confirm  his  nomination  as  ambassador. 
His  rejection  by  the  Senate  roused  all  the  zeal 
of  President  Jackson  in  behalf  of  his  repudiated 
favorite;  and  this,  probably,  more  than  any  other 
cause  secured  his  elevation  to   the   chair  of  the 
Chief  Executive.     On  the  20th  of  May,  1836,  Mr. 
Van  Buren  received  the  Democratic  nomination 
to  succeed  Gen.  Jackson  as  President  of  the  United 
States.     He  was  elected  by  a  handsome  majority, 
to  the  delight  of  the  retiring  President.     '  'Leaving 
New  York  out  of  the  canvass,"  says  Mr.  Parton, 
"the  election  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  to  the  Presidency 
was  as  much  the  act  of  Gen.  Jackson  as  though 
the  Constitution  had  conferred  upon  him  the  power 
to  appoint  a  .successor. 

His  administration  was  filled  with  exciting 
events.  The  insurrection  in  Canada,  which 
threatened  to  involve  this  country  in  war  with 
England,  the  agitation  of  the  slavery'  question, 
and  finally  the  great  commercial  panic  which 
spread  over  the  countn,-,  all  were  trials  of  his  wis- 
dom. The  financial  distress  was  attributed  to 
the  management  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
brought  the  President  into  such  disfavor  that  he 
failed  of  re-election,  and  on  the  4th  of  March, 
1 84 1,  he  retired  from  the  presidency. 

With  the  exception  of  being  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Free  Soil"  Democrats  in  1848, 
Mr.  \'an  Buren  lived  quietly  upon  his  estate  until 
his  death.  He  had  ever  been  a  prudent  man,  of 
frugal  habits,  and,  living  within  his  income,  had 
now  fortunately  a  competence  for  his  declining 
years.  From  his  fine  estate  at  Lindenwald,  he 
still  exerted  a  powerful  influence  upon  the  politics 
of  the  countn-.  From  this  time  until  his  death, 
on  the  24th  of  July,  1862,  at  the  age  of  eighty 
years,  he  resided  at  Lindenwald,  a  gentleman  of 
leisure,  of  culture  and  wealth,  enjoying  in  a 
healthy  old  age  probably  far  more  happiness  than 
he  had  before  experienced  amid  the  stormy  scenes 
of  his  active  life. 
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III.UAM  HENRY  HARRIvSON,  the  ninth 
I'l ,;siikiit  of  the  United  States,  was  born 
at  Berkeley,  Va. ,  February'  9,  1773.  His 
father,  Benjamin  Harrison,  was  in  comparatively 
opulent  circumstances,  and  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguished  men  of  his  da}-.  He  was  an  inti- 
mate friend  of  George  Washington,  was  early 
elected  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress, 
and  was  conspicuous  among  the  patriots  of  Vir- 
ginia in  resisting  the  encroachments  of  the  British 
crown.  In  the  celebrated  Congress  of  1775,  Ben- 
jamin Harrison  and  John  Hancock  were  both 
candidates  for  the  office  of  Speaker. 

Mr.  Harrison  was  subsequently  chosen  Gov- 
ernor of  \'irginia,  and  was  twice  re-elected.  His 
son  William  Henrj-,  of  course,  enjoyed  in  child- 
hood all  the  advantages  which  wealth  and  intel- 
lectual and  cultivated  .society  could  give.  Hav-  j 
ing  received  a  thorough  common-school  educa- 
tion, he  entered  Hampden  Sidney  College,  where 
he  graduated  with  honor  .soon  after  the  death  of 
his  father.  He  then  repaired  to  Philadelphia  to 
study  medicine  luider  the  instructions  of  Dr.  Ru.sh 
and  the  guardianship  of  Robert  Morris,  both  of 
whom  were,  with  his  father,  signers  of  the  Dec- 
laration of  Independence. 

Upon  the  outbreak  of  the  Indian  troubles,  and 
notwith-standing  the  remonstrances  of  his  friends,  | 
he  aliandoned  his  medical  studies  and  entered  the 
army,  ha\  ing  obtained  a  connnission  as  Ensign 
from  President  Washington.  He  was  then  but 
nineteen  years  old.  From  that  time  he  passed 
gradually  upward  in  rank  until  he  became  aide 
to  Gen.  Wayne,  after  whose  death  he  resigned 
his  conimi.s.sion.  He  was  then  appointed  Secre- 
tary of  the  Northwestern  Territory.  This  Terri- 
tory was  theu  entitled  to  but  one  member  in  Con- 


gress, and  Harrison  was  chosen  to  fill  that  position. 
In  the  spring  of  1800  the  Northwestern  Terri- 
tory was  divided  by  Congress  into  two  portions. 
The  eastern  portion,  comprising  the  region  now 
embraced  in  the  .State  of  Ohio,  was  called  "The 
Territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio."  The  western 
portion,  which  included  what  is  now  called  Indi- 
ana, Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  was  called  "the  Indi- 
ana Territory."  William  Henry  Harri.son,  then 
twenty -seven  years  of  age,  was  appointed  by  John 
Adams  Governor  of  the  Indiana  Territory',  and 
immediately  after  also  Governor  of  Upper  Loui- 
siana. He  was  thus  ruler  over  almost  as  exten- 
sive a  realm  as  any  sovereign  upon  the  globe. 
He  was  Superintendent  of  Indian  Affairs,  and 
was  invested  with  powers  nearly  dictatorial  over 
the  then  rapidly  increasing  white  population.  The 
ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he  discharged 
these  responsible  duties  may  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  he  was  four  times  appointed  to  this 
office — first  by  John  Adams,  twice  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  and  afterwards  by  President  Madison. 

When  he  began  his  administration  there  were 
but  three  white  .settlements  in  that  alnio.st  bound- 
less region,  now  crowded  with  cities  and  resound- 
ing with  all  the  tumult  of  wealth  and  traffic. 
One  of  these  .settlements  was  on  the  Ohio,  nearly 
opposite  Louisville;  one  at  Vincennes,  on  the 
Wabash;  and  the  third  was  a  F'rench  settlement. 

The  vast  wilderness  over  which  Gov.  Harrison 
reigned  was  filled  with  many  tribes  of  Indians. 
About  the  year  1806,  two  extraordinan,-  men, 
twin  brothers  of  the  Shawnee  tribe,  rose  among 
them.  One  of  these  was  called  Tecumseh,  or 
"the  Crouching  Panther;"  the  other  Olliwa- 
checa,  or  "the  Prophet."  Tecumseh  was  not 
only  an  Indian  warrior,  but  a  man  of  great  sagac- 
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ity,  far-reaching  foresight  and  indomitable  perse- 
verance in  any  enterprise  in  which  he  might  en- 
gage. His  brother,  the  Prophet,  was  an  orator, 
who  could  sway  the  feelings  of  the  untutored  In- 
dians as  the  gale  tossed  the  tree-tops  beneath 
which  thej'  dwelt.  With  an  enthusiasm  unsur- 
passed by  Peter  the  Hermit  rousing  Europe  to  the 
crusades,  he  went  from  tribe  to  tribe,  assuming 
that  he  was  specially  sent  by  the  Great  Spirit. 

Gov.  Harrison  made  many  attempts  to  con- 
ciliate the  Indians,  but  at  last  war  came,  and  at 
Tippecanoe  the  Indians  were  routed  with  great 
slaughter.  October  28,  18 12,  his  army  began  its 
march.  When  near  the  Prophet's  town,  three 
Indians  of  rank  made  their  appearance  and  in- 
quired why  Gov.  Harrison  was  approaching  them 
in  so  hostile  an  attitude.  After  a  short  confer- 
ence, arrangements  were  made  for  a  meeting  the 
next  day  to  agree  upon  terms  of  peace. 

But  Gov.  Harrison  was  too  well  acquainted 
with  the  Indian  character  to  be  deceived  by  such 
protestations.  Selecting  a  favorable  spot  for  his 
night's  encampment,  he  took  every  precaution 
against  surprise.  His  troops  were  posted  in  a 
hollow  square  and  slept  upon  their  arms.  The 
wakeful  Governor,  between  three  and  four  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  had  risen,  and  was  sitting 
in  conversation  with  his  aides  by  the  embers 
of  a  waning  fire.  It  was  a  chill,  cloudy  morning, 
with  a  drizzling  rain.  In  the  darkness,  the  In- 
dians had  crept  as  near  as  po,ssible,  and  just  then, 
with  a  savage  yell,  rushed,  with  all  the  despera- 
tion which  superstition  and  passion  most  highly 
inflamed  could  give,  upon  the  left  flank  of  the 
little  army.  The  savages  had  been  amply  pro- 
vided with  guns  and  ammunition  by  the  English, 
and  their  war-whoop  was  accompanied  by  a 
shower  of  bullets. 

The  camp-fires  were  instantly  extinguished,  as 
the  light  aided  the  Indians  in  their  aim,  and 
Gen.  Harrison's  troops  stood  as  immovable  as 
the  rocks  around  them  until  day  dawned,  when 
they  made  a  simultaneous  charge  with  the  bayo- 
net and  swept  everything  before  them,  completely 
routing  the  foe. 

Gov.  Harrison  now  had  all  his  energies  tasked 
to  the  utmost.     The  British,  descending  from  the 


Canadas,  were  of  themselves  a  verj-  formidable 
force,  but  with  their  savage  allies  rushing  like 
wolves  from  the  forest,  burning,  plundering,  scalp- 
ing, torturing,  the  wide  frontier  was  plunged  into 
a  state  of  con.sternation  which  even  the  most  vivid 
imagination  can  but  faintly  conceive.  Gen.  Hull 
had  made  an  ignominious  surrender  of  his  forces  at 
Detroit.  Under  the.se  despairing  circumstances, 
Gov.  Harri.son  was  appointed  by  President  Madi- 
son Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Northwestern 
Army,  with  orders  to  retake  Detroit  and  to  protect 
the  frontiers.  It  would  be  difficult  to  place  a  man 
in  a  situation  demanding  more  energy,  sagacity 
and  courage,  but  he  was  found  equal  to  the 
position,  and  nobly  and  triumphantly  did  he  meet 
all  the  responsibilities. 

In  1816,  Gen.  Harrison  was  chosen  a  member 
of  the  National  House  of  Representatives,  to  rep- 
resent the  Di.strict  of  Ohio.  In  Congress  he  proved 
an  active  member,  and  whenever  he  spoke  it  was 
with  a  force  of  reason  and  power  of  eloquence 
which  arrested  the  attention  of  all  the  members. 

In  1819,  Harrison  was  elected  to  the  Senate  of 
Ohio,  and  in  1824,  as  one  of  the  Presidential  Elec- 
tors of  that  State,  he  gave  his  vote  for  Henry 
Clay.  The  same  year  he  was  chosen  to  the  Uni- 
ted States  Senate.  In  1836  his  friends  brought 
him  forward  as  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency 
against  Van  Buren,  but  he  was  defeated.  At  the 
close  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 's  term,  he  was  re-nom- 
inated by  his  party,  and  Mr.  Harri.son  was  unani- 
mously nominated  by  the  Whigs,  with  John  Tyler 
for  the  Vice-Presidency.  The  contest  was  very 
animated.  Gen.  Jackson  gave  all  his  influence  to 
prevent  Harrison's  election,  but  his  triumph  was 
signal. 

The  cabinet  which  he  fonned,  with  Daniel  Web- 
ster at  its  head  as  Secretary  of  State,  was  one  of 
the  most  brilliant  with  which  any  President  had 
ever  been  surrounded.  Never  were  the  prospects 
of  an  administration  more  flattering,  or  the  hopes 
of  the  countni'  more  sanguine.  In  the  midst  of 
these  bright  and  joyous  prospects.  Gen.  Harrison 
was  seized  by  a  pleurisy-fever,  and  after  a  few 
days  of  violent  sickness  died,  on  the  4th  of  April, 
just  one  month  after  his  inauguration  as  President, 
of  the  United  States. 
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HOHN  TYLER,  the  tenth    President   of  the  ! 

I  United  States,  and  was  born  in  Charles 
Q)  City  County,  Ya.,  March  29,  1790.  He  was  i 
the  favored  child  of  affluence  and  high  social  po- 
sition. At  the  early  age  of  twelve,  John  entered 
William  and  Mary  College,  and  graduated  with 
much  honor  when  but  seventeen  years  old.  After 
graduating,  he  devoted  him.self  with  great  assi- 
duity to  the  study  of  law,  partly  with  his  father 
and  partly  with  Edmund  Randolph,  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  lawyers  of  Yirginia. 

At  nineteen  years  of  age,  he  commenced  the 
practice  of  law.  His  succe.ss  was  rapid  and  as- 
tonishing. It  is  .said  that  three  months  had  not 
elapsed  ere  there  was  scared}'  a  case  on  the 
docket  of  the  court  in  which  he  was  not  retained. 
When  but  twenty-one  j-ears  of  age,  he  was  almost 
unanimousl)-  elected  to  a  seat  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. He  connected  himself  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  warmlj-  advocated  the  measures 
of  Jefferson  and  Madison.  For  five  successive 
years  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature,  receiving 
nearly  the  unanimous  vote  of  his  county. 

When  but  twenty-six  years  of  age,  he  was 
elected  a  Member  of  Congress.  Here  he  acted  ear- 
nestly and  ably  with  the  Democratic  party,  oppos- 
ing a  national  bank,  internal  improvements  by 
the  General  Government,  and  a  protective  tariff; 
advocating  a  .strict  con.struction  of  the  Constitu- 
tion and  the  mo.st  careful  vigilance  over  State 
rights.  His  labors  in  Congress  were  so  arduous 
that  Ijefore  the  clo.se  of  his  second  term  he  found 
it  necessary-  to  resign  and  retire  to  his  estate  in 
Charles  City  County  to  recruit  his  health.  He, 
however,  soon  after  consented  to  take  his  seat  in 
the  State  Legislature,  where  his  influence  was 
powerful  in  promoting  public  works  of  great 
utility.  With  a  reputation  thus  con.stantly  in- 
creasing, he  was  chosen  by  a  very  large  majority 
of  votes  Governor  of  his  native  State.  His  ad- 
mini.stration  was  a  signally  successful  one,  and  his 
popularity  secured  his  re-election. 


John  Randolph,  a  brilliant,  erratic,  half-craved 
man,  then  represented  Virginia  in  the  Senate  of 
the  United  ,States.  A  portion  of  the  Democratic 
party  was  displeased  with  Mr.  Randolph's  way- 
ward course,  and  l)rouglit  forward  John  Tyler  as 
his  opponent,  considering  him  the  only  man  in 
Yirginia  of  sufficient  popularity  to  succeed 
against  the  renowned  orator  of  Roanoke.  Mr. 
T)-ler  was  the  victor. 

In  accordance  with  his  professions,  upon  tak- 
ing his  .seat  in  the  Senate  he  joined  the  ranks  of 
the  opposition.  He  opposed  the  tariff,  and  spoke 
against  and  voted  against  the  bank  as  unconsti- 
tutional; he  strenuously  opposed  all  restrictions 
upon  slavery,  resisting  all  projects  of  internal  im- 
provements by  the  General  Government,  and 
avowed  his  sympathy  with  Mr.  Calhoun's  view 
of  nullification;  he  declared  that  Gen.  Jackson, 
by  his  opposition  to  the  nullifiers,  had  abandoned 
the  principles  of  the  Democratic  partj'.  Such 
was  Mr.  Tjler's  record  in  Congress — a  record  in 
perfect  accordance  with  the  principles  which  he 
had  always  avowed. 

Returning  to  Yirginia,  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  his  profession.  There  was  a  split  in  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  His  friends  still  regarded  him  as  a 
true  Jeffersonian,  gave  him  a  dinner,  and  show- 
ered compliments  upon  him.  He  had  now  at- 
tained the  age  of  forty-six,  and  his  career  had  been 
very  brilliant.  In  consequence  of  his  devotion  to 
public  business,  his  private  affairs  had  fallen  into 
some  disorder,  and  it  was  not  without  .satisfac- 
tion that  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  and  de- 
voted himself  to  the  cultivation  of  his  plantation. 
Soon  after  this  he  removed  to  Williamsburg,  for 
the  better  education  of  his  children,  and  he  again 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legi.slature  of  Yirginia. 

By  the  southern  Whigs  he  was  sent  to  the 
national  convention  at  Harri.sburg  in  1839  to  nom- 
inate a  President.  The  majority  of  votes  were 
given  to  Gen  Harrison,  a  geiuiine  Whig,  much 
to  the  disappointment  of  the  South,  which  wished 


56 


JOHN  TYLER. 


for  Henr>'  Clay.  To  conciliate  the  southern 
Whigs  and  to  secure  their  vote,  the  convention 
then  nominated  John  Tyler  for  Vice-President. 
It  was  well  known  that  he  was  not  in  sympathy 
with  the  Whig  party  in  the  North;  but  the  Vice- 
President  has  very  little  power  in  the  Govern- 
meiit,  his  main  and  almost  only  duty  being  to 
preside  over  the  meetings  of  the  Senate.  Thus  it 
happened  that  a  Whig  President  and,  in  reality, 
a  Democratic  Vice-President  were  chosen. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Tyler  was  inaugurated  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States.  In  one  short 
month  from  that  time,  President  Harrison  died, 
and  Mr.  Tyler  thus  found  himself,  to  his  own 
surprise  and  that  of  the  whole  nation,  an  occu- 
pant of  the  Presidential  chair.'  Hastening  from 
Williamsburg  to  W^ashington,  on  the  6th  of 
April  he  was  inaugurated  to  the  high  and  re- 
sponsible office.  He  was  placed  in  a  position  of 
exceeding  delicacy  and  difficulty.  All  his  long 
life  he  had  been  opposed  to  the  main  principles  of 
the  party  which  had  brought  him  into  power. 
He  had  ever  been  a  consistent,  honest  man,  with 
an  unblemished  record.  Gen.  Harrison  had  se- 
lected a  Whig  cabinet.  Should  he  retain  them, 
and  thus  surround  himself  with  counselors  whose 
views  were  antagonistic  to  his  own  ?  or,  on  the 
other  hand,  should  he  turn  against  the  party 
which  had  elected  him,  and  select  a  cabinet  in 
harmony  with  himself,  and  which  would  oppose 
all  those  views  which  the  Whigs  deemed  essen- 
tial to  the  public  welfare  ?  This  was  his  fearful 
dilemma.  He  invited  the  cabinet  which  Presi- 
dent Harrison  had  selected  to  retain  their  seats, 
and  recommended  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer, 
that  God  would  guide  and  bless  us. 

The  Whigs  carried  through  Congress  a  bill  for 
the  incorporation  of  a  fi.scal  bank  of  the  United 
States.  The  President,  after  ten  days'  delay,  re- 
turned it  with  his  veto.  He  suggested,  however, 
that  he  would  approve  of  a  bill  drawn  up  upon 
such  a  plan  as  he  proposed.  Such  a  bill  was  ac- 
cordingly prepared,  and  privately  submitted  to 
him.  He  gave  it  his  approval.  It  was  passed 
without  alteration,  and  he  sent  it  back  with  his 
veto.  Here  commenced  the  open  rupture.  It  is 
said  that  Mr.  Tyler  was  provoked  to  this  meas- 


ure by  a  published  letter  from  the  Hon.  John  M. 
Botts,  a  distinguished  Virginia  Whig,  who  se- 
verely touched  the  pride  of  the  President. 

The  opposition  now  exultingly  received  the 
President  into  tlieir  arms.  The  party  which 
elected  him  denounced  hini  bitterly.  All  the 
members  of  his  cabinet,  excepting  Mr.  Webster, 
resigned.  The  Whigs  of  Congress,  both  the 
Senate  and  the  House,  held  a  meethig  and  issued 
an  address  to  the  people  of  the  'United  States, 
proclaiming  that  all  political  alliance  between  the 
Whigs  and  President  Tyler  was  at  an  end. 

Still  the  President  attempted  to  conciliate.  He 
appointed  a  new  cabinet  of  distinguished  Whigs 
and  Conservatives,  carefully  leaving  out  all  strong 
party  men.  Mr.  Web.ster  soon  found  it  necessary 
to  resign,  forced  out  by  the  pressure  of  his  Whig 
friends.  Thus  the  four  jears  of  Mr.  Tyler's  un- 
fortunate administration  passed  sadly  away.  No 
one  was  satisfied.  The  land  was  filled  with  mur- 
murs and  vituperation.  Whigs  and  Democrats 
alike  assailed  him.  More  and  more,  however,  he 
brought  himself  into  sympathy  with  his  old 
friends,  the  Democrats,  until  at  the  close  of  his 
term  he  gave  his  whole  influence  to  the  support 
of  Mr.  Polk,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  liLs 
successor. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  President  Tyler  re- 
tired from  the  harassments  of  office,  to  the  regret 
of  neither  party,  and  probably  to  his  own  unspeak- 
able relief.  The  remainder  of  his  days  were 
passed  mainly  in  the  retirement  of  his  beautiful 
home — Sherwood  Forest,  Charles  City  County, 
Va.  His  fir.st  wife.  Miss  Letitia  Christian,  died 
in  Washington  in  1S42;  and  in  June,  1.S44, 
he  was  again  married,  at  New  York,  to  Miss  Julia 
Gardiner,  a  young  lady  of  many  personal  and 
intellectual  accomplishments. 

When  the  great  Rebellion  ro.se,  which  the 
State  Rights  and  nullifying  doctrines  of  John  C. 
Calhoun  had  inaugurated,  President  Tyler  re- 
nounced Iiis  allegiance  to  the  United  States,  and 
joined  the  Confederates.  He  was  chosen  a  mem- 
ber of  their  Congress,  and  while  engaged  in 
active  measures  to  destroy,  by  force  of  arms,  the 
Government  over  which  he  had  once  presided,  he 
was  taken  sick  and  soon  died. 
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(Tames  K.  polk,  the  eleventh  President  of 
I  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Mecklenburgh 
Q)  County,  N.  C,  November  2,  1795.  His 
parents  were  Samuel  and  Jane  (Knox)  Polk,  the 
fonner  a  son  of  Col.  Thomas  Polk,  who  located 
at  the  above  place,  as  one  of  the  first  pioneers,  in 
1735.  In  1806,  with  his  wife  and  children,  and 
soon  after  followed  by  most  of  the  members  of  the  | 
Polk  family,  Samuel  Polk  emigrated  .some  two  or 
three  hundred  miles  farther  we.st,  to  the  rich  val- 
ley of  the  Duck  River.  Here,  in  the  midst  of  the 
wilderness,  in  a  region  which  was  .subsequently 
called  Maury  County,  they  erected  their  log  huts 
and  establi.shed  their  homes.  In  the  hard  toil  of 
a  new  farm  in  the  wilderness,  James  K.  Polk 
spent  the  early  years  of  his  childhood  and  youth. 
His  father,  adding  the  pursuit  of  a  .surveyor  to 
that  of  a  farmer,  gradually  increased  in  wealth, 
until  he  became  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the 
region.  His  mother  was  a  superior  woman,  of 
.strong  common  sense  and  earnest  piety. 

\'ery  earl\-  in  life  James  de\eloped  a  taste  for 
reading,  and  expressed  the  strongest  desire  to  ob- 
tain a  liberal  education.  His  mother's  training 
had  made  him  methodical  in  his  habits,  had  taught 
liini  punctuality  and  industry-,  and  had  inspired 
him  with  lofty  principles  of  morality.  His  health 
was  frail,  and  his  father,  fearing  that  he  might  not 
be  able  to  endure  a  sedentary  life,  got  a  situation 
for  him  behind  the  counter,  hoping  to  fit  him  for 
c<-)nnnercial  pur.suits. 

This  was  to  James  a  bitter  di.sappointment.  He 
had  no  ta.ste  for  the.se  duties,  and  his  daily  tasKs 
were  irksome  in  the  extreme.  He  remained  in  this 
uncongenial  occupation  but  a  few  weeks,  when, 
at  his  earnest  solicitation,  his  father  removed 
him  and  made  arrangements  for  him  to  pros- 
ecute his  studies.  Soon  after  he  sent  him  to  Mur- 
frecsboro  Academy.  With  ardor  which  could 
scarcely  be  surpassed,  he  pressed  forward  in  his 


studies,  and  in  less  than  two  and  a-half  years,  in 
the  autumn  of  1815,  entered  the  sophomore  class 
in  the  Universitj'  of  North  Carolina,  at  Chapel 
Hill.  Here  he  was  one  of  the  most  exemplary  of 
scholars,  punctual  in  everj-  exercise,  never  allow- 
ing himself  to  be  absent  from  a  recitation  or  a 
religious  sen-ice. 

Mr.  Polk  graduated  in  18 18,  with  the  highest 
honors,  being  deemed  the  best  scholar  of  his  class, 
both  in  mathematics  and  the  classics.  He  was 
then  twentj--three  years  of  age.  His  health  was 
at  this  time  much  impaired  by  the  assiduity  with 
which  he  had  prosecuted  his  studies.  After  a 
short  season  of  relaxation,  he  went  to  Nashville, 
and  entered  the  office  of  Felix  Grundy,  to  study 
law.  Here  Mr.  Polk  renewed  his  acquaintance 
with  Andrew  Jackson,  who  resided  on  his  planta- 
tion, the  "Hermitage,"  but  a  few  miles  from 
Nashville.  The)-  had  probably  been  slightly  ac- 
quainted before. 

Mr.  Polk's  father  was  a  Jeffersonian  Republican 
and  James  K.  adhered  to  the  same  political  faith. 
He  was  a  popular  public  speaker,  and  was  con- 
stantly called  upon  to  address  the  meetings  of  his 
party  friends.  His  .skill  as  a  .speaker  was  such 
that  he  was  popularly  called  the  Napoleon  of  the 
stump.  He  was  a  man  of  unblemished  morals, 
genial  and  courteous  in  his  bearing,  and  with  that 
sympathetic  nature  in  the  joys  and  griefs  of  oth- 
ers which  gave  him  hosts  of  friends.  In  1823, 
he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee, 
and  gave  his  strong  influence  toward  the  election 
of  his  friend,  Mr.  Jackson,  to  the  Presidency  of 
the  United  States. 

In  January,  1S24,  Mr.  Polk  married  Miss  Sarah 
Childress,  of  Rutherford  County,  Tenn.  His 
bride  was  altogether  worthy  of  him — a  lady  of 
beauty  aud  culture.  In  the  fall  of  1825  Mr.  Polk 
was  chosen  a  member  of  Congress,  and  the  satis- 
faction he  gave  his  constituents  may  be  inferred 
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from  the  fact,  that  for  fourteen  successive  years, 
or  until  1839,  he  was  continued  in  that  office.  He 
then  voluntarilj-  withdrew,  only  that  he  might 
accept  the  Gubernatoria'  chair  of  Tennessee.  In 
Congress  he  was  a  laboi'ious  member,  a  frequent 
and  a  popular  speaker.  He  was  always  in  his 
seat,  always  courteous,  and  whenever  he  spoke 
it  was  always  to  the  point,  without  any  ambitious 
rhetorical  display. 

During  five  sessions  of  Congress  Mr.  Polk  was 
Speaker  of  the  House.  Strong  passions  U'ere 
roused  and  stormy  scenes  were  witnessed,  but  he 
performed  his  arduous  duties  to  a  verj^  general 
satisfaction,  and  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks  to 
him  was  passed  by  the  House  as  he  withdrew  on 
the  4th  of  March,  1839. 

In  accordance  with  Southern  usage,  Mr.  Polk, 
as  a  candidate  for  Governor,  canvassed  the  State. 
He  was  elected  by  a  large  majority,  and  on  Octo- 
ber 14,  1839,  took  the  oath  of  office  at  Nashville. 
In  1 841  his  term  of  office  expired,  and  he  was 
again  the  candidate  of  the  Democratic  party,  but 
was  defeated. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1845,  Mr.  Polk  was  in- 
augurated President  of  the  United  States.  The 
verdict  of  the  country  in  favor  of  the  annexation 
of  Texas  exerted  its  influence  upon  Congress, 
and  the  last  act  of  the  administration  of  President 
Tj'ler  was  to  affix  his  signature  to  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  Congress,  passed  on  the  3d  of  March,  ap- 
proving of  the  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  Union. 
As  Mexico  still  claimed  Texas  as  one  of  her 
provinces,  the  Mexican  Minister,  Almonte,  im- 
mediately demanded  his  passports  and  left  the 
country,  declaring  the  act  of  the  annexation  to  be 
an  act  hostile  to  Mexico. 

In  his  first  message.  President  Polk  urged  that 
Texas  should  immediatelj',  by  act  of  Congress,  be 
received  into  the  Union  on  the  same  footing  with 
the  other  States.  In  the  mean  time,  Gen.  Taylor 
was  sent  with  an  army  into  Texas  to  hold  the 
countrJ^  He  was  first  sent  to  Nueces,  which  the 
Mexicans  said  was  the  western  boundary'  of  Tex- 
as. Then  he  was  sent  nearly  two  hundred  miles 
further  west,  to  the  Rio  Grande,  where  he  erected 
batteries  which  commanded  the  Mexican  city  of 
Matamoras,   which  was  situated  on  the  western 


banks.  The  anticipated  collision  soon  took  place, 
and  war  was  declared  against  Mexico  by  President 
Polk.  The  war  was  pushed  fom-ard  by  his  ad- 
ministration with  great  vigor.  Gen.  Taylor, 
whose  army  was  first  called  one  of  ' '  observation, ' ' 
then  of  "occupation,"  then  of  "inva.sion,"  was 
sent  forward  to  Monterey.  The  feeble  Mexicans 
in  every  encounter  were  hopelessl}-  slaughtered. 
The  day  of  judgment  alone  can  reveal  the  mi.serj' 
which  this  war  caused.  It  was  by  the  ingenuity 
of  Mr.  Polk's  administration  that  the  war  was 
brought  on. 

' '  To  the  victors  belong  the  spoils. ' '  Mexico 
was  prostrate  before  us.  Her  capital  was  in  our 
hands.  We  now  consented  to  peace  upon  the 
condition  that  Mexico  .should  .surrender  to  us,  in 
addition  to  Texas,  all  of  New  Mexico,  and  all  of 
Upper  and  Lower  California.  This  new  demand 
embraced,  exclusive  of  Texas,  eight  hundred 
thousand  square  miles.  This  was  an  extent  of 
territorj-  equal  to  nine  States  of  the  size  of  New 
York.  Thus  slavery  was  securing  eighteen  ma- 
jestic States  to  be  added  to  the  Union.  There 
were  some  Americans  who  thought  it  all  right; 
there  were  others  who  thought  it  all  wrong.  In 
the  prosecution  of  this  war  we  expended  twenty 
thousand  lives  and  more  than  $100,000,000.  Of 
this  money  $15,000,000  were  paid  to  Mexico. 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1849,  Mr.  Polk  retired 
from  office,  having  .served  one  term.  The  next 
day  was  Sunday.  On  the  5th,  Gen.  Taylor  was 
inaugurated  as  his  successor.  Mr.  Polk  rode  to 
the  Capitol  in  the  .same  carriage  with  Gen.  Tay- 
lor, and  the  same  evening,  with  Mrs.  Polk,  he 
commenced  his  return  to  Tennessee.  He  was 
then  but  fiftj'-four  years  of  age.  He  had  alwaj-s 
been  strictly  temperate  in  all  his  habits,  and  his 
health  was  good.  With  an  ample  fortune,  a 
choice  library,  a  cultivated  mind,  and  domestic 
ties  of  the  dearest  nature,  it  seemed  as  though 
long  years  of  tranquillity  and  happiness  were  be- 
fore him.  But  the  cholera — that  fearful  scourge 
— was  then  sweeping  up  the  Valley  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, and  he  contracted  the  disea.se,  dying  on  the 
15th  of  June,  1849,  in  the  fifty-fourth  year  of  his 
age,  greatlj-  mourned  by  his  countr\-men. 


/ 


''7/^<-^:^/Cr:?<^^ryy'^,yccyy'^^ 


ZACHARY  TAYLOR. 


G7ACHARY  TAYLOR,  Uvelftli  President  of 
A  the  United  States,  was  born  on  the  24th  of 
/~)  November,  1784,  in  Orange  County,  Ya. 
His  father.  Col.  Taylor,  was  a  Yirginian  of 
note,  and  a  distinguished  patriot  and  soldier  of 
the  Re\-ohition.  When  Zachary  was  an  infant, 
liis  father,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  emi- 
grated to  Kentucky,  where  he  settled  in  the  path- 
less wilderness,  a  few  miles  from  Louisville.  In 
this  frontier  home,  away  from  civilization  and  all 
its  refinements,  young  Zacharj-  could  enjoy  but 
few  social  and  educational  advantages.  When 
six  years  of  age  he  attended  a  common  school, 
and  was  then  regarded  as  a  bright,  acti\-e  boy, 
rather  remarkable  for  bluntness  and  deci.sion  of 
character.  He  was  strong,  fearless  and  self-reli- 
ant, and  manifested  a  strong  desire  to  enter  the 
army  to  fight  the  Indians,  who  were  ravaging  the 
frontiers.  There  is  little  to  be  recorded  of  the 
uneventful  years  of  his  childhood  on  his  father's 
large  but  lonely  plantation. 

In  i,SuS,  his  father  succeeded  in  obtaining  for 
him  a  commission  as  Lieutenant  in  the  United 
States  army,  and  he  joined  the  troops  which  were 
stationed  at  New  Orleans  under  Gen.  Wilkinson. 
Soon  after  this  he  married  Miss  Margaret  Smith, 
a  young  lady  from  one  of  the  first  families  of 
Maryland. 

Immediately  after  the  declaration  of  war  with 
luigland,  in  1812,  Capt.  Taylor  (for  he  had  then 
been  promoted  to  that  rankj  was  put  in  command 
of  Ft.  Harrison,  on  the  Wabash,  about  fifty  miles 
above  \'incennes.  This  fort  had  been  built  in  the 
wilderness  by  Gen.  Harri.son,  on  his  march  to 
Tippecanoe.  It  was  one  of  the  first  points  of  at- 
tack by  the  Indians,  led  by  Tecumseh.  Its  garri- 
son coiusisted  of  a  broken  company  of  infantry, 
numbering  fifty  men,  many  of  whom  were  sick. 

Karly  in  the  autumn  of  181 2,  the  Indians, 
stealthily,  and  in  large  numbers,  moved  upon  the 


fort.  Their  approach  was  first  indicated  by  the 
nuirder  of  two  soldiers  just  outside  of  the  stockade. 
Capt.  Taylor  made  every  possible  preparation  to 
meet  the  anticipated  assault.  On  the  4th  of  Sep- 
tember, a  band  of  forty  painted  and  plumed  sav- 
ages crime  to  the  fort,  waving  a  white  flag,  and 
informed  Capt.  Taylor  that  in  the  morning  their 
chief  would  come  to  have  a  talk  with  him.  It 
was  evident  that  their  object  was  merely  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  things  at  the  fort,  and  Capt. 
Taylor,  well  versed  in  the  wiles  of  the  savages, 
kept  them  at  a  distance. 

The  sun  went  down;  the  savages  disappeared; 
the  garrison  slept  upon  their  arms.  One  hour 
before  midnight  the  war-whoop  burst  from  a 
thousand  lips  in  the  forest  around,  followed  by 
the  discharge  of  musketry  and  the  rush  of  the 
foe.  Every  man,  sick  and  well,  sprang  to  his 
post.  Every  man  knew  that  defeat  was  not 
merely  death,  but,  in  the  ca.se  of  capture,  death  by 
the  most  agonizing  and  prolonged  torture.  No 
pen  can  describe,  no  imagination  can  conceive,  the 
scenes  which  ensued.  The  savages  succeeded  in 
setting  fire  to  one  of  the  block-houses.  Until  six 
o'clock  in  the  morning  this  awful  conflict  con- 
tinued, when  the  savages,  baffled  at  ever>'  point 
and  gnashing  their  teeth  with  rage,  retired. 
Capt.  Taylor,  for  this  gallant  defen.se,  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  Major  by  brevet. 

Until  the  close  of  the  war,  Maj.  Taylor  was 
placed  in  such  situations  that  he  saw  but  little 
more  of  active  service.  He  was  sent  far  away 
into  the  depths  of  the  wilderness  to  Ft.  Craw- 
ford, on  Fox  River,  which  empties  into  Green 
Bay.  Here  there  was  little  to  be  done  but  to 
wear  away  the  tedious  hours  as  one  best  could. 
There  were  no  books,  no  society,  no  intellectual 
stimulus.  Thus  with  him  the  uneventful  years 
rolled  on.  Gradually  he  ro.se  to  the  rank  of 
Colonel.     In   the    Black  Hawk  War,   which   re- 
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suited  in  the  capture  of  that  renowned  chieftain, 
Col.  Taylor  took  a  subordinate,  but  a  brave  and 
efficient,  part. 

For  twenty-four  years  Col.  Taylor  was  engaged 
in  the  defense  of  the  frontiers,  in  .scenes  so  re- 
mote, and  in  employments  so  ob-scure,  that  his 
name  was  unknown  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own 
immediate  acquaintance.  In  the  year  1S36,  he 
was  sent  to  Florida  to  compel  the  Seminole  Indi- 
ans to  vacate  that  region,  and  retire  beyond  the 
Mi.ssissippi,  as  their  chiefs  bj-  treat}-  had  prom- 
ised they  should  do.  The  services  rendered  here 
.secured  for  Col.  Taylor  the  high  appreciation  of 
the  Government,  and  as  a  reward  he  was  ele- 
vated to  the  high  rank  of  Brigadier-General  by 
brevet,  and  .soon  after,  in  May,  1838,  was  ap- 
pointed to  the  chief  command  of  the  United 
States  troops  in  Florida. 

After  two  years  of  wearisome  employment 
amidst  the  everglades  of  the  Peninsula,  Gen.  Tay- 
lor obtained,  at  his  own  request,  a  change  of 
command,  and  was  .stationed  over  the  Department 
of  the  Southwest.  This  field  embraced  L,oni.siana, 
Mississippi,  Alabama  and  Georgia.  Establishing 
his  headquarters  at  Ft.  Jessup,  in  Louisiana,  he 
removed  his  family-  to  a  plantation  which  he  pur- 
chased near  Baton  Rouge.  Here  he  remained 
for  five  years,  buried,  as  it  were,  from  the  world, 
but  faithfully  discharging  every  duty  imposed 
upon  him. 

In  1S46,  Gen.  Taylor  was  sent  to  guard  the 
land  between  the  Nueces  and  Rio  Grande,  the 
latter  river  being  the  boundarj'  of  Texas,  which 
was  then  claimed  by  the  United  States.  Soon 
the  war  with  Mexico  was  brought  on,  and  at  Palo 
Alto  and  Resaca  de  la  Palma,  Gen.  Taylor  won 
brilliant  victories  over  the  Mexicans.  The  rank 
of  Major-General  by  brevet  was  then  conferred 
upon  Gen.  Taylor,  and  his  name  was  received 
with  enthu.siasm  almost  everywhere  in  the  na- 
tion. Then  came  the  battles  of  Monterey  and 
Buena  Vista,  in  which  he  won  signal  victories 
over  forces  much  larger  than  he  conunanded. 

The  tidings  of  the  brilliant  victory  of  Buena 
Vista  spread  the  wildest  enthusiasm  over  the 
country.  The  name  of  Gen.  Taylor  was  on 
every  one's  lips.     The   Whig  party  decided  to 


take  advantage  of  this  wonderful  popularity  in 
bringing  forward  the  unpolished,  unlettered,  hon- 
est .soldier  as  their  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
Gen.  Taylor  was  astonished  at  the  announce- 
ment, and  for  a  time  would  not  listen  to  it,  de- 
claring that  he  was  not  at  all  qualified  for  such 
an  office.  So  little  interest  had  he  taken  in  poli- 
tics, that  for  forty  years  he  had  not  cast  a  vote. 
It  was  not  without  chagrin  that  several  distin- 
guished .state.smen,  who  had  been  long  j-ears  in 
the  public  service,  found  their  claims  set  aside  in 
behalf  of  one  whose  name  had  never  been  heard 
of,  save  in  connection  with  Palo  Alto,  Resaca  de 
la  Palma,  Monterey  and  Buena  Vista.  It  is  said 
that  Daniel  Webster,  in  his  haste,  remarked,  "  It 
is  a  nomination  not  fit  to  be  made." 

Gen.  Taylor  was  not  an  eloquent  speaker  nor  a 
fine  writer.  His  friends  took  possession  of  him, 
and  prepared  such  few  communications  as  it  was 
needful  should  be  presented  to  the  public.  The 
popularity  of  the  successful  warrior  swept  the 
land.  He  was  triumphantly  elected  over  two 
opposing  candidates, — Gen.  Cass  and  Ex-Presi- 
dent Martin  Van  Buren.  Though  he  selected  an 
excellent  cabinet,  the  good  old  man  found  himself 
in  a  very  uncongenial  position,  and  was  at  times 
sorely  perplexed  and  harassed.  His  mental  suf- 
ferings were  ver>'  severe,  and  probably  tended  to 
ha.sten  his  death.  The  pro-slavery  party  was 
pushing  its  claims  with  tireless  energy;  expedi- 
tions were  fitting  out  to  capture  Cuba;  California 
was  pleading  for  admission  to  the  Union,  while 
slavery  stood  at  the  door  to  bar  her  out.  Gen. 
Ta>lor  found  the  political  conflicts  in  Washington 
to  be  far  more  trying  to  the  ner\-es  than  battles 
with  Mexicans  or  Indians. 

In  the  mid.st  of  all  the.se  troubles.  Gen.  Taylor, 
after  he  had  occupied  the  Presidential  chair  but 
little  over  a  year,  took  cold,  and  after  a  brief 
sickness  of  but  little  over  five  days,  died,  on  the 
9th  of  July,  1850.  His  last  words  were,  "I  am 
not  afraid  to  die.  I  am  ready.  I  have  endeav- 
ored to  do  my  duty."  He  died  universally  re- 
spected and  beloved.  An  honest,  unpretending 
man,  he  had  been  steadily  growing  in  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  and  the  Nation  bitterly  la- 
mented his  death. 
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KA ILLARD  FILLMORE,  thirteenth  President 
Y  of  the  United  States,  was  born  at  Summer 
(9  Hill,  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  on  the  7th  of 
j:.iiuary,  iSoo.  Hisfather  was  a  farmer,  and,  owing 
tu  misfortune,  in  humble  circumstances.  Of  his 
mother,  the  (laughter  of  Dr.  Abiathar  Millard,  of 
I'ittsfield,  Mass.,  it  has  been  .said  that  she  pos- 
sessed an  intellect  of  a  high  order,  united  with 
much  personal  loveliness,  sweetness  of  disposi- 
tion, graceful  manners  and  exquisite  sensibilities. 
She  died  in  1831,  having  lived  to  see  her  son  a 
young  man  of  distinguishtd  promise,  though  she 
was  not  permitted  to  witness  the  high  dignitj' 
which  he  finally  attained. 

In  consecjuence  of  the  secluded  home  and  limited 
means  of  his  father,  Millard  enjoyed  but  .slender 
advantages  for  education  in  his  early  years.  The 
connnon  schools,  which  he  occasionally  attended, 
were  very  imperfect  institutions,  and  books  were 
.scarce  and  expensive.  There  was  nothing  then 
in  his  character  to  indicate  the  brilliant  career 
upon  which  he  was  about  to  enter.  He  was  a 
plain  farmer's  boy — intelligent,  good-looking, 
kind  hearted.  The  sacred  influences  of  home 
had  taught  him  to  revere  the  Bible,  and  had  laid 
the  foundations  of  an  upright  character.  When 
fourteen  years  of  age,  hi.s  father  sent  him  some 
hundred  miles  from  home  to  the  then  wilds  of 
Livingston  County,  to  learn  the  trade  of  a  clothier. 
Near  fhe  mill  there  was  a  small  village,  where 
some  enterprising  man  had  commenced  the  col- 
lection of  a  village  librarj'.  This  proved  an  in- 
estimable blessing  to  young  Fillmore.  His  even- 
ings were  spent  in  reading.  Soon  e\-erj-  leisure 
moment  was  occupied  with  books.  His  thirst  for 
knowledge  lx?canie  insatiate,  and  the  selections 
which  he  made  were  continually  more  elevating 
and  instructive.  He  read  history,  biography, 
oratorj-,  and  thus  gradually  there  was  enkindled 


in  his  heart  a  desire  to  be  something  more  than  a 
mere  worker  with  his  hands. 

The  young  clothier  had  now  attained  the  age 
of  nineteen  years,  and  was  of  fine  personal  appear- 
ance and  of  gentlemanly  demeanor.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  there  was  a  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  ample  pecuniar}-  means  and  of  benev- 
olence,— ^Judge  Walter  Wood, — who  was  struck 
with  the  prepos.se.ssing  appearance  of  j-oiing  Fill- 
more. He  made  his  acquaintance,  and  was  so 
much  impressed  with  his  ability  and  attainments 
that  he  advised  him  to  abandon  his  trade  and  de- 
vote himself  to  the  .study  of  the  law.  The  young 
man  replied  that  he  had  no  means  of  his  own, 
no  friends  to  help  him,  and  that  his  previous  edu- 
cation had  been  very  imperfect.  But  Judge  Wood 
had  so  much  confidence  in  him  that  he  kindly 
offered  to  take  him  into  his  own  office,  and  to 
lend  him  such  monej-  as  he  needed.  Most  grate- 
fuUj'  the  generous  offer  was  accepted. 

There  is  in  many  minds  a  strange  delusion 
about  a  collegiate  education.  A  young  man  is 
supposed  to  be  liberally  educated  if  he  has  gradu- 
ated at  some  college.  But  manj'  a  boy  who  loi- 
ters through  university  halls  and  then  enters  a 
law  office  is  by  no  means  as  well  prepared  to 
pro.secute  his  legal  studies  as  was  Millard  Fill- 
more when  he  graduated  at  the  clothing-mill  at 
the  end  of  four  years  of  manual  labor,  during 
which  ever>-  leisure  moment  had  been  devoted  to 
intense  mental  culture. 

In  1823,  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
He  then  went  to  the  village  of  Aurora,  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  law.  In  this  secluded, 
quiet  region,  his  practice,  of  course,  was  limited, 
and  there  was  no  opportunity  for  a  sudden  rise  in 
fortune  or  in  fame.  Here,  in  1826,  he  married  a 
lady  of  great  moral  worth,  and  one  capable  of 
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adorning  any  station  she  might  be  called  to  fill, — 
Miss  Abigail  Powers. 

His  elevation  of  character,  his  untiring  industry, 
his  legal  acquirements,  and  his  skill  as  an  advo- 
cate, gradually  attracted  attention,  and  he  was 
invited  to  enter  into  partnership,  under  highh' ad- 
vantageous circumstances,  with  an  elder  member 
of  the  Bar  in  Buffalo.  Just  before  removing  to 
Buffalo,  in  1829,  he  took  his  seat  in  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  York,  as  a  Repre- 
sentative from  Erie  County.  Though  he  had 
never  taken  a  very  active  part  in  pohtics,  his  vote 
and  sympathies  were  with  the  Whig  party.  The 
State  was  then  Democratic,  and  he  found  himself 
in  a  helpless  minority  in  the  Legislature;  still  the 
testimony  comes  from  all  parties  that  his  courtesy, 
ability  and  integrity  won,  to  a  verj'  unusual  de- 
gree, the  respect  of  his  associates. 

In  the  autumn  of  1832,  he  was  elected  to  a 
seat  in  the  United  States  Congress.  He  entered 
that  troubled  arena  in  the  most  tumultuous  hours 
of  our  national  history,  when  the  great  conflict 
respecting  the  national  bank  and  the  removal  of 
the  deposits  was  raging. 

His  term  of  two  years  closed,  and  he  returned 
to  his  profession,  which  he  pursued  with  increas- 
ing reputation  and  .success.  After  a  lapse  of  two 
years  he  again  became  a  candidate  for  Congress; 
was  re-elected,  and  took  his  seat  in  1837.  His 
past  experience  as  a  Representative  gave  him 
strength  and  confidence.  The  first  term  of  service 
in  Congress  to  any  man  can  be  but  little  more 
than  an  introduction.  He  was  now  prepared  for 
active  duty.  All  his  energies  were  brought  to 
bear  upon  the  public  good.  Every  measure  re- 
ceived his  impress. 

Mr.  Fillmore  was  now  a  man  of  wide  repute, 
and  his  popularity  filled  the  State.  In  the  year 
1847,  when  he  had  attained  the  age  of  forty- 
seven  years,  he  was  elected  Comptroller  of  the 
State.  His  labors  at  the  Bar,  in  the  Legisla- 
ture, in  Congress  and  as  Comptroller,  had  given 
him  very  considerable  fame.  The  Whigs  were 
casting  about  to  find  suitable  candidates  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  at  the  approaching  elec- 
tion. Far  away  on  the  waters  of  the  Rio  Grande, 
there  was  a  rough  old  soldier,  who  had  fought 


one  or  two  successful  battles  with  the  Mexicans, 
which  had  caused  his  name  to  be  proclaimed  in 
trumpet-tones  all  over  the  land  as  a  candidate  for 
the  presidenc}-.  But  it  was  necessary  to  associate 
with  him  on  the  same  ticket  some  man  of  repu- 
tation as  a  statesman. 

Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations,  the 
names  of  Zachary  Taylor  and  Millard  Fillmore 
became  the  rallying-cry  of  the  Whigs,  as  their 
candidates  for  President  and  Vice-President.  The 
Whig  ticket  was  signally  triumphant.  On  the 
4th  of  March,  1849,  Gen.  Taylor  was  inaugurated 
President,  and  Millard  Fillmore  Vice-President, 
of  the  United  States. 

On  the  9th  of  July,  1850,  President  Taylor, 
about  one  year  and  four  mouths  after  his  inaugura- 
tion, was  suddenly  taken  sick  and  died.  By  the 
Constitution,  Vice-President  Fillmore  thus  be- 
came President.  He  appointed  a  very  able  cabi- 
net, of  which  the  illustrious  Daniel  Webster  was 
Secretary  of  vState;  nevertheless,  he  had  .serious 
difficulties  to  contend  with,  since  the  opposition 
had  a  majority  in  both  Houses.  He  did  all  in  his 
power  to  conciliate  the  South;  but  the  pro-slaverj' 
party  in  the  South  felt  the  inadequacy  of  all 
measures  of  transient  conciliation.  The  popula- 
tion of  the  free  States  was  .so  rapidlj'  increasing 
over  that  of  the  slave  States,  that  it  was  inevitable 
that  the  power  of  the  Government  should  soon 
pass  into  the  hands  of  the  free  States.  The  fa- 
mous compromise  measures  were  adopted  under 
Mr.  Fillmore's  administration,  and  the  Japan  ex- 
pedition was  sent  out.  On  the  4th  of  March, 
1853,  he,  having  served  one  term,  retired. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Fillmore  was  nominated  for  the 
Presidency  by  the  "Know-Nothing"  party,  but 
was  beaten  by  Mr.  Buchanan.  After  that  Mr. 
Fillmore  lived  in  retirement.  During  the  terri- 
ble conflict  of  civil  war,  he  was  mostly  silent.  It 
was  generally  supposed  that  his  sympathies  were 
rather  with  those  who  were  endeavoring  to  over- 
throw our  institutions.  President  Fillmore  kept 
aloof  from  the  conflict,  without  any  cordial  words 
of  cheer  to  one  party  or  the  other.  He  was  thus 
forgotten  by  both.  He  lived  to  a  ripe  old  age, 
and  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  March  8,  1874. 
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["RANKLIN  pierce,  the  fourteenth  Presi- 
Iv)   dent  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Hills- 
I        borough,   N.  H.,  November  23,  1804.     His 
lather  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  who  with  his 
own  strong  arm  hewed  out  a  home  in  the  wilder- 
ness.     He  was  a   man    of  inflexible   integrity,   of 
strong,  though  uncultivated,  miud,  and  was  an  un- 
compromising Democrat.     The  mother  of  Frank- 
lin Pierce  was  all  that  a  son  could  desire— an  in- 
telligent, prudent,  affectionate,  Christian  woman. 
Franklin,  who  was  the  sixth  of  eight  children, 
was   a   remarkably   bright    and    handsome   boy, 
generous,    warm-hearted    and   brave.     He    won 
alike  the  love  of  old   and  young.     The  boys  on 
the  play-ground  lo\-ed  him.     His  teachers  loved 
him.     The  neighbors  looked  upon  him  with  pride 
and  affection.     He  was  by  instinct  a  gentleman, 
always   speaking    kind   words,    and   doing  kind 
deeds,    with    a   peculiar,   un.studied    tact    which 
taught  him  what  was  agreeable.      Without  de- 
veloping any  precocity  of  genius,  or  any  unnatural 
devotion  to  books,  he  was  a  good  scholar,  and  in 
body  and  mind  a  finely  developed  boy. 

When  sixtt^eu  years  of  age,  in  the  year  1820, 
he  entered  Bowdoin  College,  at  Brunswick,  Me. 
He  was  one  of  ihe  most  popular  young  men  in 
the  college.  The  purity  of  his  moral  character, 
the  unvarying  courtesy  of  his  demeanor,  his  rank 
as  a  scholar,  and  genial  nature,  rendered  him  a 
universal  favorite.  There  was  .something  pe- 
culiarly wimiing  in  his  address,  and  it  was  evi- 
dently not  in  the  slightest  degree  studied— it  was 
the  simple  outgushing  of  his  own  magnanini(jus 
and  loving  nature. 

Upon  graduating,  in  the  year  1H24,  Franklin 
Pierce  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Woodburj',  one  of  the  mo.st  di.stingui.shed 


law)-ers  of  the  State,  and  a  man  of  great  private 
worth.  The  eminent  .social  qualities  of  the  young 
lawyer,  his  father's  prominence  as  a  public  man, 
and  the  brilliant  political  career  into  which  Judge 
Woodburj-  was  entering,  all  tended  to  entice  Mr. 
Pierce  into  the  fascinating  yet  perilous  path  of 
political  life.  With  all  the  ardor  of  his  nature  he 
espoused  the  cause  of  Gen.  Jackson  for  the  Presi- 
dency. He  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in 
Hillsborough,  and  was  .soon  elected  to  represent 
the  town  in  the  State  Legislature.  Here  he 
served  for  four  years.  The  last  two  years  he  was 
chosen  Speaker  of  the  Hou.se  by  a  very  large 
vote. 

In  1833,  at  the  age  of  twenty-nine,  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  Congress.  In  1837,  heing 
then  buc  thirty-three  years  old,  he  was  elected  to 
the  Senate,  taking  his  seat  just  as  Mr.  Van  Buren 
commenced  his  administration.  He  was  the 
youngest  member  in  the  vSenate.  In  the  year 
1834,  he  married  Miss  Jane  Means  Appleton,  a 
lady  of  rare  beauty  and  accomplishments,  and  one 
admirably  fitted  to  adorn  every  station  with  which 
her  husband  was  honored.  Of  the  three  sons  who 
were  born  to  them,  all  now  sleep  with  their  par- 
ents in  the  grave. 

In  the  year  1838,  Mr.  Pierce,  with  growing 
fame  and  increa.sing  business  as  a  lawyer,  took  up 
his  residence  in  Concord,  the  capital  of  New 
Hampshire.  President  Polk,  upon  his  accession 
to  office,  appointed  Mr.  Pierce  Attorney-General 
of  the  United  States;  but  the  offer  was  declined 
in  consequence  of  numerous  professional  engage- 
ments at  home,  and  the  precarious  state  of  Mrs. 
Pierce's  health.  He  also,  about  the  same  time, 
declined  the  nomination  for  Governor  by  the 
Democratic  party.     The  war  with  Mexico  called 
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Mr.  Pierce  into  the  army.  Receiving  the  appoint- 
ment of  Brigadier-General,  he  embarked  with  a 
portion  of  his  troops  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  on  the 
27th  of  May,  1847.  He  took  an  important  part 
in  this  war,  proving  himself  a  brave  and  true  sol- 
dier. 

When  Gen.  Pierce  reached  his  home  in  his  na- 
tive State,  he  was  received  enthusiastically  by  the 
advocates  of  the  Mexican  War,  and  coldly  by  his 
opponents.  He  resumed  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession, very  frequently  taking  an  active  part  in 
political  questions,  giving  his  cordial  .support  to 
the  pro-slavery  wing  of  the  Democratic  part}'. 
The  compromise  measures  met  cordially  with  his 
approval,  and  he  strenuously  advocated  the  en- 
forcement of  the  infamous  Fugitive  Slave  Law, 
which  so  shocked  the  religious  sensibilities  of  the 
North.  He  thus  became  distinguished  as  a 
"  Northern  man  with  Southern  principles."  The 
strong  partisans  of  slavery  in  the  vSouth  conse- 
quenth-  regarded  him  as  a  man  whom  thej-  could 
safely  trust  in  office  to  carrj-  out  their  plans. 

On  the  12th  of  June,  1852,  the  Democratic  con- 
vention met  in  Baltimore  to  nominate  a  candidate 
for  the  Presidency.  For  four  days  they  contin- 
ued in  session,  and  in  thirty-five  ballotings  no  one 
had  obtained  a  two-thirds  vote.  Not  a  vote  thus 
far  had  been  thrown  for  Gen.  Pierce.  Then  the 
Virginia  delegation  brought  forward  his  name. 
There  were  fourteen  more  ballotings,  during  which 
Gen.  Pierce  con.stantly  gained  strength,  until,  at 
the  forty-ninth  ballot,  he  received  two  hundred 
and  eighty-two  votes,  and  all  other  candidates 
eleven.  Gen.  Winfield  Scott  was  the  Whig  can- 
didate. Gen.  Pierce  was  chosen  with  great  una- 
nimity. Only  four  States — Vermont,  Massachu- 
setts, Kentuck}'  and  Tennessee — cast  their  elec- 
toral votes  against  him.  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce 
was  therefore  inaugurated  President  of  the  United 
Staters  on  the  4th  of  March,  1853. 

His  administration  proved  one  of  the  most 
stormy  our  country  had  ever  experienced.  The 
controversy  between  slavery  and  freedom  was 
then  approaching  its  culminating  point.  It  be- 
came evident  that  there  was  to  be  an  irrepressible 
conflict  between  them,  and  that  this  nation 
could  not  long  exist  ' '  half  slave  and  half  free. ' ' 


President  Pierce,  during  the  whole  of  his  admin- 
istration, did  every  thing  he  could  to  conciliate  the 
South;  but  it  was  all  in  vain.  The  conflict  every 
year  grew  more  violent,  and  threats  of  the  disso- 
lution of  the  Union  were  borne  to  the  North  on 
every  Southern  breeze. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  when  Presi- 
dent Pierce  approached  the  close  of  his  four- 
years  term  of  office.  The  North  had  become 
thoroughly  alienated  from  him.  The  anti-slavery 
sentiment,  goaded  bj'  great  outrages,  had  been 
rapidly  increasing;  all  the  intellectual  ability  and 
social  worth  of  President  Pierce  were  forgotten  in 
deep  reprehension  of  his  administrative  acts.  The 
slaveholders  of  the  South  al.so,  unmindful  of  the 
fidelity  with  which  he  had  advocated  those  meas- 
ures of  Government  which  they  appro\'ed,  and 
perhaps  feeling  that  he  had  rendered  himself 
so  unpopular  as  no  longer  to  be  able  to  accepta- 
bly serve  them,  ungratefully  dropped  him,  and 
nominated  James  Buchanan  to  succeed  him. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1857,  President  Pierce  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Concord.  His  three  chil- 
dren were  all  dead,  his  la.st  surviving  child  hav- 
ing been  killed  before  his  eyes  in  a  railroad  acci- 
dent; and  his  wife,  one  of  the  most  estimable  and 
accomplished  of  ladies,  was  rapidly  sinking  in 
consumption.  The  hour  of  dreadful  gloom  soon 
came,  and  he  was  left  alone  in  the  world  without 
wife  or  child. 

When  the  terrible  Rebellion  burst  forth  which 
divided  our  country  into  two  parties,  and  two 
only,  Mr.  Pierce  remained  steadfast  in  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  had  always  cherished,  and  gave 
his  sympathies  to  that  pro-slaverj'  party  with 
which  he  had  ever  been  allied.  He  declined  to 
do  anything,  either  by  voice  or  pen,  to  strengthen 
the  hand  of  the  National  Government.  He  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Concord  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  October,  1869.  He  was 
one  of  the  most  genial  and  social  of  men,  an  hon- 
ored comnuuiicant  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and 
one  of  the  kindest  of  neighbors.  Generous  to  a 
fault,  he  contributed  liberally  toward  the  allevia- 
tiou  of  suffering  and  want,  and  many  of  his 
towns-people  were  often  gladdened  by  his  material 
bounty. 
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3 AMES  BUCHANAN,  the  fifteenth  President 
of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  a  small 
frontier  town,  at  the  foot  of  the  eastern  ridge 
oi'  the  Alkghanies,  in  Franklin  Count)-,  Pa.,  on 
the  23d  of  April,  1791.  The  place  where  the 
humble  cabin  home  stood  was  called  vStony  Bat- 
ter. His  father  was  a  native  of  the  north  of  Ire- 
land, who  had  emigrated  111-1783,  with  little  prop- 
erty save  his  own  strong  arms.  Five  years  after- 
ward he  married  Klizabetli  vSpear,  the  daughter 
of  a  respectable  farmer,  and,  with  his  young  bride, 
plunged  into  the  wilderness,  .staked  his  claim, 
reared  his  log  hut,  opened  a  clearing  with  his 
axe,  and  settled  down  there  to  perform  his  obscure 
part  in  the  drama  of  life.  When  James  was  eight 
years  of  age,  his  father  removed  to  the  village  of 
Mercersburg,  where  his  son  was  placed  at  .school, 
and  commenced  a  course  of  .study  in  Fngli.sli, 
Latin  and  Greek.  His  progress  was  rapid,  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  Dickinson  Col- 
lege, at  Carli-sle.  Here  he  developed  remarkable 
talent,  and  took  his  .stand  among  the  first  .scholars 
in  the  institution. 

In  the  year  1809,  he  graduated  with  the  high- 
est honors  of  his  cla.ss.  He  was  then  eighteen 
years  of  age;  tall  and  graceful,  vigorous  in  health, 
fond  of  athletic  sports,  an  unerring  .shot,  and  en- 
livened with  an  exuberant  flow  of  animal  spirits,  i 
He  immediatelj'  commenced  the  study  of  law  in 
the  city  of  Lancaster,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1812,  when  he  was  but  twenty-one  years 
of  age. 

In  1S20,  he  reluctantly  consented  to  run  as  a 
candidate  for  Congress.  He  was  elected,  and  for 
ten  \ears  he  remained  a  member  of  the  Lower 
House.     During  the  vacations  of  Congress,   he 


occaoionally  tried  some  important  case.  In  183 1 
he  retired  altogether  from  the  toils  of  his  profes- 
sion, having  acquired  an  ample  fortune. 

Gen.  Jack.son,  upon  his  elevation  to  the  Presi- 
dency, appointed  Mr.  Buchanan  Minister  to  Rus- 
sia. The  duties  of  his  mi.ssion  he  performed 
with  ability,  and  gave  satisfaction  to  all  parties. 
Upon  his  return,  in  1833,  1^^  was  elected  to  a  .seat 
in  the  United  States  Senate.  He  there  met  as 
his  associates  Webster,  Clay,  Wright  and  Cal- 
houn. He  advocated  the  measures  propcsed  by 
President  Jack.son,  of  making  reprisals  again.st 
France  to  enforce  the  payment  of  our  claims 
against  that  country,  and  defended  the  course  of 
the  President  in  his  unprecedented  and  wholesale 
removal  from  office  of  those  who  were  not  the 
supporters  of  his  administration.  Upon  this 
question  he  was  brought  into  direct  collision  with 
Henry  Clay.  He  also,  with  voice  and  vote,  ad- 
vocated expunging  from  the  journal  of  the  Senate 
the  vote  of  censure  again.st  Gen.  Jackson  for  re- 
moving the  depo.siLs.  Earnestly  he  opposed  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 
and  urged  the  prohibition  of  the  circulation  of 
anti-.slavery  docniiients  by  the  ITiiited  States 
mails.  As  to  petitions  on  the  subject  of  slavery, 
he  advocated  that  they  should  be  respectfully  re- 
ceived, and  that  the  reply  .should  be  returned 
that  Congress  had  no  power  to  legislate  upon  the 
subject.  "  Congress,"  .said  he,  "might  as  \vell 
undertake  to  interfere  with  .slaverj-  under  a  for- 
eign government  as  in  any  of  the  States  where  it 
now  exi.sts." 

Upon  Mr.  Polk's  accession  to  the  Presidency, 
Mr.  Buchanan  became  Secretar>-  of  State,  and  as 
such   took  his  share  of  the  responsibilitj-  in  the 
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conduct  of  the  Mexican  War.  Mr.  Polk  as.sumecl 
that  crossing  the  Nueces  by  the  American 
troops  into  the  disputed  territory  was  not  wrong, 
but  for  the  Me.xicans  to  cross  the  Rio  Grande 
into  Texas  was  a  declaration  of  war.  No  candid 
man  can  read  with  pleasure  the  account  of  the 
course  our  Government  pursued  in  that  movement. 

Mr.  Buchanan  identified  himself  thoroughly 
with  the  party  devoted  to  the  perpetuation  and 
extension  of  slavery,  and  brought  all  the  energies 
of  his  mind  to  bear  against  the  Wilmot  Proviso. 
He  gave  his  cordial  approval  to  the  compromise 
measures  of  1850,  which  included  the  Fugitive 
Slave  Law.  Mr.  Pierce,  upon  his  election  to  the 
Presidency,  honored  Mr.  Buchanan  with  the  mis- 
sion to  England. 

In  the  year  1856,  a  national  Democratic  Con- 
vention nominated  Mr.  Buchanan  for  the  Presi- 
dency. The  political  conflict  was  one  of  the  most 
severe  in  which  our  country  has  ever  engaged. 
All  the  friends  of  slavery  were  on  one  side;  all 
the  advocates  of  its  restriction  and  final  abolition 
on  the  other.  Mr.  Fremont,  the  candidate  of  the 
enemies  of  slavery,  received  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  electoral  votes.  Mr.  Buchanan  received 
one  hundred  and  se^•enty-four,  and  was  elected. 
The  popular  vote  stood  1,340,618  for  Fremont, 
1,224,750  for  Buchanan.  On  March  4,  1857, 
the  latter  was  inaugurated. 

Mr.  Buchanan  was  far  advanced  in  life.  Only 
four  years  were  wanting  to  fill  up  his  three-score 
years  and  ten.  His  own  friends,  those  with 
whom  he  had  been  allied  in  political  principles 
and  action  for  years,  were  seeking  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  Government,  that  they  might  rear 
upon  the  ruins  of  our  free  institutions  a  nation 
whose  corner-stone  should  be  human  slavery.  In 
this  emergency,  Mr.  Buchanan  was  hopelessly 
bewildered.  He  could  not,  with  his  long-avowed 
principles,  consistently  oppose  the  State  Rights 
party  in  their  assumptions.  As  President  of  the 
United  States,  bound  by  his  oath  faithfully  to 
administer  the  laws,  he  could  not,  without  per- 
jury of  the  grossest  kind,  unite  with  those  en- 
deavoring to  overthrow  the  Republic.  He  there- 
fore did  nothing. 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Buchanan's  administra- 


tion nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  as  their  stand- 
ard-bearer in  the  next  Presidential  canvass. 
The  pro-slavery  party  declared  that  if  he  were 
elected  and  the  control  of  the  Government  were 
thus  taken  from  their  hands,  they  would  secede 
from  the  Lhiion,  taking  with  them  as  they  retired 
the  National  Capitol  at  Washington  and  the 
lion's  share  of  the  territorj'  of  the  United  States. 

As  the  storm  increased  in  violence,  the  slave- 
holders claiming  the  right  to  secede,  and  Mr. 
Buchanan  avowing  that  Congress  had  no  power 
to  prevent  it,  one  of  the  most  pitiable  exhibitions 
of  governmental  imbecilitj-  was  exhibited  that  the 
world  has  ever  seen.  He  declared  that  Congress 
had  no  power  to  enforce  its  laws  in  any  State 
which  had  withdrawn,  or  which  was  attempting 
to  withdraw,  from  the  Union.  This  was  not  the 
doctrine  of  Andrew  Jackson,  when,  with  his  hand 
upon  his  sword-hilt,  he  exclaimed:  "The  Union 
mu.st  and  shall  be  preserved!" 

South  Carolina  seceded  in  December,  i860, 
nearly  three  months  before  the  inauguration  of 
President  Lincoln.  Mr.  Buchanan  looked  on  in 
listless  despair.  The  rebel  flag  was  raised  in 
Charleston;  Ft.  Sumter  was  besieged;  our  forts, 
navy-yards  and  arsenals  were  seized;  our  depots 
of  militar}'  stores  were  plundered,  and  our  cus- 
tom-houses and  post-offices  were  appropriated  by 
the  rebels. 

The  energy  of  the  rebels  and  the  imbecility  of 
our  Elxecutive  were  alike  marvelous.  The  na- 
tion looked  on  in  agony,  v.aiting  for  the  slow 
weeks  to  glide  away  and  close  the  administration, 
so  terrible  in  its  weakness.  At  length  the  long- 
looked-for  hour  of  deliverance  came,  when  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  was  to  receive  the  scepter. 

The  administration  of  Pre.sident  Buchanan  was 
.  certainly  the  most  calamitous  our  country  has  ex- 
perienced. His  best  friends  can  not  recall  it  with 
pleasure.  And  .still  more  deplorable  it  is  for  his 
fame,  that  in  that  dreadful  conflict  which  rolled 
its  billows  of  flame  and  blood  over  our  whole 
land,  no  word  came  from  his  lips  to  indicate  his 
wish  that  our  countr>''s  banner  should  triumph 
over  the  flag  of  the  Rebellion.  He  died  at  his 
Wheatland  retreat,  June  i,   1868. 
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(p\  I'.KAHAM  LINCOLN,  the  sixteeiitli  Presi- 
LA  dciit  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Hardin 
I  I  Connt\-,  Ky.,  Febrnarj'  12,  i8oy.  Abonl 
the  3'ear  17.S0,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Abraham 
Lincohi  left  Virginia  with  his  family  and  moved 
into  the  then  wilds  of  Kcntnckj-.  Only  two  years 
after  this  emigration,  and  while  still  a  young  man, 
he  was  working  one  day  in  a  field,  when  an  Indian 
stealthily  approached  and  killed  him.  His  widow 
was  left  in  extreme  poverty  with'five  little  chil- 
dren, three  boys  and  two  girls.  Thomas,  the 
youngest  of  the  boys,  and  the  father  of  President 
Abraham  Lincoln,  was  four  years  of  age  at  his 
father's  death. 

When  twenty-eight  years  old,  Thomas  Lincoln 
built  a  log  cabin,  and  married  Nancy  Hanks,  the 
daughter  of  another  family  of  poor  Kentucky 
emigrants,  who  had  also  come  from  Virginia. 
Their  second  child  was  Abraham  Lincoln,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  mother  of  Abraham  was 
a  noble  woman,  gentle,  loving,  pensive,  created 
to  adorn  a  palace,  but  doomed  to  toil  and  pine,  and 
die  in  a  hovel.  "  All  that  I  am,  or  hope  to  be," 
exclaimed  the  grateful  .son,  "  I  owe  to  my  angel- 
mother."  When  he  was  eight  years  ot  age,  his 
father  sold  his  cabin  and  small  farm  and  moved 
to  Indiana,  where  two  years  later  his  mother  died. 

As  the  years  rolled  on,  the  lot  of  this  lowly 
family  was  the  usual  lot  of  humanity.  There 
were  joys  and  griefs,  weddings  and  funerals. 
Abraham's  sister  Sarah,  to  whom  he  was  tenderly 
attached,  was  married  when  a  child  of  but  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  soon  died.  The  family 
was  gradually  scattered,  and  Thomas  Lincoln 
sold  out  his  .squatter's  claim  in  1830,  and  emi- 
grated to  Macon  County,  111. 

Abraham  Lincoln  was  then  twenty-one  years 
of  age.  With  vigorous  hands  he  aided  his  father 
in  rearing  another  log  cabin,  and  worked  quite 
diligently  at  this  until  he  saw  the  family  com- 
for*ably  settled,  and  their  small  lot  of  eii'loscd 
prairie  planted  with  corn,  when  he  announced  to 


his  father  his  intention  to  leave  home,  and  to  gc 
out  into  the  world  and  seek  his  fortune.  Little 
did  he  or  his  friends  imagine  how  brilliant  that 
fortune  was  to  be.  He  saw  the  value  of  educa- 
tion and  was  intensely  earnest  to  improve  his 
mind  to  the  utmo.st  of  his  power.  Religion  he 
revered.  His  morals  were  pure,  and  he  was  un- 
contaminated  by  a  single  vice. 

Young  Abraham  worked  for  a  time  as  a  hired 
laborer  among  the  farmers.  Then  he  went  to 
Springfield,  where  he  was  employed  in  building 
a  large  flat-boat.  In  this  he  took  a  herd  of  .swine, 
floated  them  down  the  Sangamon  to  Illinois,  and 
thence  by  the  Mississippi  to  New  Orleans.  What- 
ever Abraham  Lincoln  undertook,  he  performed 
so  faithfully  as  to  give  great  satisfaction  to  his 
employers.  In  this  adventure  the  latter  were 
so  well  pleased,  that  upon  his  return  they  placed 
a  store  and  mill  under  his  care. 

In  1832,  at  the  outbreak  of  the  Black  Hawk 
War,  he  enlisted  and  was  chosen  Captain  of  a 
company.  He  returned  to  Sangamon  County, 
and,  although  oidy  twenty-three  years  of  age,  was 
a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but  was  defeated. 
He  soon  after  received  from  Andrew  Jackson  the 
appointment  of  Postmaster  of  New  Salem.  His 
only  post-office  was  his  hat.  All  the  letters  he 
received  he  carried  there,  readj-  to  deli\-er  to  those 
he  chanced  to  meet.  He  studied  sur\-eying,  and 
soon  made  this  his  business.  In  1834  he  again 
became  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature  and  was 
elected.  Mr.  Stuart,  of  vSpringficld,  advised  him 
to  study  law.  He  walked  from  New  Salem  to 
vipringfield,  borrowed  of  Mr.  Stuart  a  load  of 
books,  carried  them  back,  and  began  his  legal 
studies.  When  the  Legislature  assembled,  he 
trudged  on  foot  with  his  pack  on  his  back  one 
hundred  miles  to  \'andalia,  then  the  capital.  In 
1836  he  was  re-elected  to  the  Legislature.  Here 
it  was  he  first  met  Stephen  A.  Douglas.  In  1839 
he  removed  to  Springfield  and  began  the  practice 
of  law .     His  success  with  the  jury  was  so  great 
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that  he  was  soon  engaged  in  almost  everj'  noted 
case  in  the  circuit. 

In  1854  the  great  discussion  began  between  Mr. 
Lincohi  and  Mr.  Douglas  on  the  slavery  ques- 
tion. In  the  organization  of  the  Repubhcan  party 
in  Illinois,  in  1856,  he  took  an  active  part,  and  at 
once  became  one  of  the  leaders  in  that  party. 
Mr.  Lincoln's  speeches  in  opposition  to  Senator 
Douglas  in  the  contest  in  1858  for  a  seat  in  the 
Senate,  form  a  most  notable  part  of  his  history. 
The  issue  was  on  the  slavery  question,  and  he 
took  the  broad  ground  of  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence, that  all  men  are  created  equal.  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  defeated  in  this  contest,  but  won  a 
far  higher  prize. 

The  great  Republican  Convention  met  at  Chi- 
cago on  the  1 6th  of  June,  i860.  The  delegates 
and  strangers  who  crowded  the  city  amounted  to 
twenty-five  thousand.  An  immense  building 
called  "  The  Wigwam,"  was  reared  to  accommo- 
date the  convention.  There  were  eleven  candi- 
dates for  whom  votes  were  thrown.  William  H. 
Seward,  a  man  who.se  fame  as  a  statesman  had 
long  filled  the  land,  was  the  most  prominent.  It 
was  generally  supposed  he  would  be  the  nomi- 
nee. Abraham  Lincoln,  however,  received  the 
nomination  on  the  third  ballot. 

Election  day  came,  and  Mr.  Lincoln  received 
one  hundred  and  eighty  electoral  votes  out  of  two 
hundred  and  three  cast,  and  was,  therefore,  con- 
stitutionally elected  President  of  the  United  States. 
The  tirade  of  abuse  that  was  poured  upon  this 
good  and  merciful  man,  especially  by  the  slave- 
holders, was  greater  than  upon  any  other  man 
ever  elected  to  this  high  position.  In  February, 
1 86 1,  Mr.  Lincoln  .started  for  Washington,  .stop- 
ping in  all  the  large  cities  on  his  waj-,  making 
speeches.  The  whole  journey  was  fraught  with 
much  danger.  Many  of  the  Southern  States  had 
already  .seceded,  and  several  attempts  at  assa.ssi- 
nation  were  afterward  brought  to  light.  A  gang 
in  Baltimore  had  arranged  upon  his  arrival  to 
"get  up  a  row,"  and  in  the  confusion  to  make 
sure  of  his  death  with  re\-olvers  and  hand-gren- 
ades. A  detective  unravelled  the  plot.  A  secret 
and  special  train  was  provided  to  take  him  from 
Harrisburg,  through  Baltimore,  at  an  unexpected 


hour  of  the  night.  The  tram  started  at  half-past 
ten,  and  to  prevent  any  possible  communication 
on  the  part  of  the  Secessionists  with  their  Con- 
federate gang  in  Baltimore,  as  soon  as  the  train 
had  started  the  telegraph-wires  were  cut.  Mr. 
Lincoln  reached  Washington  in  safety  and  was 
inaugurated,  although  great  anxiety  was  felt  by- 
all  loj-al  people. 

In  the  selection  of  his  cabinet  Mr.  Lincoln  gave 
to  Mr.  Seward  the  Department  of  State,  and  to 
other  prominent  opponents  before  the  convention 
he  gave  important  positions;  but  during  no  other 
administration  had  the  duties  devolving  upon  the 
President  been  so  manifold,  and  the  responsibilities 
so  great,  as  those  which  fell  to  his  lot.  Knowing 
this,  and  feeling  his  own  weakness  and  inability 
to  meet,  and  in  his  own  strength  to  cof)e  with, 
the  difficulties,  he  learned  early  to  seek  Divine 
wisdom  and  guidance  in  determining  his  plans, 
and  Divine  comfort  in  all  his  trials,  both  personal 
and  national.  Contrary  to  his  own  estimate  of 
himself,  Mr.  Lincoln  was  one  of  the  nio.st  cour- 
ageous of  men.  He  went  directly  into  the  rebL-I 
capital  just  as  the  retreating  foe  was  leaving,  with 
no  guard  Init  a  few  .sailors.  From  the  time  he 
had  left  Springfield,  in  1861,  however,  plans  had 
been  made  for  his  assassination,  and  he  at  last 
fell  a  victim  to  one  of  them.  April  14,  1865,  he, 
with  Gen.  Grant,  was  urgently  invited  to  attend 
Ford's  Theatre.  It  was  announced  that  they 
would  lie  present.  Gen.  Grant,  however,  left  the 
city.  President  Lincoln,  feeling,  with  his  char- 
acteristic kindliness  of  heart,  that  it  would  be  a 
di.sappointment  if  he  should  fail  them,  very  re- 
luctantly consented  to  go.  While  listening  to 
the  play,  an  actor  by  the  name  of  John  Wilkes 
Booth  entered  the  box  where  the  President  and 
family  were  .seated,  and  fired  a  bullet  into  his 
brain.  He  died  the  next  morning  at  seven 
o'clock. 

Never  before  in  the  history  of  the  world  was 
a  nation  plimged  into  such  deep  grief  by  the  death 
of  its  ruler  Strong  men  met  in  the  .streets  and 
wept  in  speechless  anguish.  His  was  a  life  which 
will  fitly  become  a  model.  His  name  as  the 
Savior  of  his  countr}-  will  li\-e  with  that  of  Wash- 
ington's, its  Father. 
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61  NDREW  JOHNSON,  seventeenth  President 
Li  of  the  United  States.  The  early  life  of  An- 
/  I  drew  Johnson  contains  but  the  record  of  pov- 
ert}',  destitution  and  friendlessness.  He  was  born 
December  29,  1808,  in  Raleigh,  N.  C.  His  par- 
ents, belonging  to  the  class  of  "poor  whites" 
of  the  South,  were  in  such  circumstances  that  they 
could  not  confer  even  the  slightest  advantages  of 
education  upon  their  child.  When  Andrew  was 
five  5-ears  of  age,  his  father  accidentall}'  lost  his 
life,  while  heroicalh-  endeavoring  to  save  a  friend 
from  drowning.  Until  ten  years  of  age,  Andrew 
was  a  ragged  boy  about  the  streets,  supported  by  . 
the  labor  of  his  mother,  who  obtained  her  living  1 
with  her  own  hands.  1 

He  then,  having  never  attended  a  .school  one 
day,  and  being  unable  either  to  read  or  write, was 
apprenticed  to  a  tailor  in  his  native  town.  A  gen- 
tleman was  in  the  habit  of  going  to  the  tailor's 
shop  occa.sionally,  and  reading  to  the  boys  at 
work  there.  He  often  read  from  the  .speeches  of 
di.stinguished  British  .statesmen.  Andrew,  who 
was  endowed  with  a  mind  of  more  than  ordinary- 
ability,  became  much  interested  in  these  speeches; 
his  ambition  was  roused,  and  he  was  inspired  with 
a  strong  desire  to  learn  to  read. 

He  accordingly  applied  himself  to  the  alphabet,  | 
and  with  the  a.s.sistance  of  .some  of  his  fellow- 
workmen  learned  his  letters.     He  then  called  upon 
the   gentleman  to  borrow  the  book  of  speeches. 
The  owner,  pleased  with  his  zeal,  not  only  gave  ' 
him  the  book,  buta.ssisted  him  in  learning  to  com- 
bine the  letters  into  words.     Under  such  difficul- 
ties he  pressed  onward  laboriously,  spending  usu- 
ally ten  or  twelve  hours  at  work  in  the  shop,  and 
then  robbing  himself  of  rest  and  recreation  to  de-  ! 
vote  such  time  as  he  could  to  reading. 

He  went  to  Tennessee  in   1826,  and  located  at 


Greenville,  where  he  married  a  young  lady  who 
possessed  some  education.  Under  her  instructions 
he  learned  to  write  and  cipher.  He  became 
prominent  in  the  village  debating  societj-,  and  a 
favorite  with  the  .students  of  Greenville  College. 
In  1828,  he  organized  a  working  man's  party, 
which  elected  him  Alderman,  and  in  1830  elected 
him  Mayor,  which  position  he  held  three  years. 

He  now  began  to  take  a  lively  intere.st  in 
political  affairs,  identifyinghimself  with  the  work- 
ing-class, to  which  he  belonged.  In  1835,  ^'^ 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  Tennessee.  He  was  then  just  twenty- 
seven  \ears  of  age.  He  became  a  very  acti\-e 
member  of  the  Legislature,  gave  his  supjjort  to 
the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1840  "stumped  the 
State,"  advocating  Martin  Van  Buren's  claims  to 
the  Presidency,  in  opposition  to  those  of  Gen. 
Harrison.  In  this  campaign  he  acquired  much 
readiness  as  a  speaker,  and  extended  and  increa.sed 
his  reiHitation. 

In  1S41,  he  was  elected  State  Senator;  in  1843, 
he  was  elected  a  Member  of  Congress,  and  b}-  suc- 
cessive elections  held  that  important  post  for  ten 
j'ears.  In  1853,  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Tenn- 
essee, and  was  re-elected  in  1S55.  In  all  these 
responsible  positions,  he  discharged  his  duties 
with  di.stingui.shed  ability,  and  proved  himself  the 
warm  friend  of  the  working  classes.  In  1857,  Mr. 
Johnson  was  elected  United  vStates  Senator. 

Years  before,  hi  1845,  he  had  warmly  advocated 
the  annexation  of  Texas,  stating,  however,  as  his 
reason,  that  he  thought  this  annexation  would 
probably  prove  '  'to  be  the  gateway  out  of  which 
the  sable  sons  of  Africa  are  to  pa.ss  from  bondage 
to  freedom,  and  become  merged  in  a  jiopulation 
congenial  to  them.selves. "  In  1850,  he  also  sup- 
ported the  compromise  measures,  the  two  essen- 
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tial  features  of  which  wer.e,  that  the  white  people 
of  the  Territories  should  be  permitted  to  decide 
for  themselves  whether  they  would  enslave  the 
colored  people  or  not,  and  that  the  free  States  of 
the  North  should  return  to  the  South  persons  who 
attempted  to  escape  from  slavery. 

Mr.  Johnson  was  never  ashamed  of  his  lowly 
origin:  on  the  contrary,  he  often  took  pride  in 
avowing  that  he  owed  his  distinction  to  his  own 
exertions.  "Sir,"  said  he  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate,  "I  do  not  forget  that  I  am  a  mechanic; 
neither  do  I  forget  that  Adam  was  a  tailor  and 
sewed  fig-leaves,  and  that  our  Savior  was  the  son 
of  a  carpenter. ' ' 

In  the  Charleston-Baltimore  convention  of  i860, 
he  was  the  choice  of  the  Tennessee  Democrats  for 
the  Presidency.  In  1861,  when  the  purpose  of 
the  Southern  Democracy  became  apparent,  he  took 
a  decided  stand  in  favor  of  the  Union,  and  held 
that  "slavery  must  be  held  subordinate  to  the 
Union  at  whatever  cost. ' '  He  returned  to  Tenn- 
essee, and  repeatedty  imperiled  his  own  life  to 
protect  the  Unionists  of  that  State.  Tennessee 
having  seceded  from  the  Union,  President  I^incoln, 
on  March  4,  1862,  appointed  him  Military  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  and  he  established  the  most 
Stringent  military'  rule.  His  numerous  proclama- 
tions attracted  wide  attention.  In  1864,  he  was 
elected  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  and 
upon  the  death  of  Mr.  Lincoln,  April  15,  1865, 
became  President.  In  a  speech  two  days  later  he 
said,  "The  American  people  must  be  taught,  if 
they  do  not  already  feel,  that  treason  is  a  crime 
and  mu.stbe  punished;  that  the  Government  will 
not  always  bear  with  its  enemies;  that  it  is  strong 
not  onh'  to  protect,  but  to  punish.  *  *  The 
people  must  understand  that  it  (treason)  is  the 
blackest  of  crimes,  and  will  surely  be  punished. ' ' 
Yet  his  whole  administration,  the  history  of  which 
is  so  well  known,  was  in  utter  inconsi.stencj-  with, 
and  in  the  most  violent  opposition  to,  the  princi- 
ples laid  down  in  that  speech. 

In  his  loose  policy  of  reconstruction  and  general 
amnesty,  he  was  opposed  by  Congress,  and  he 
characterized  Congress  as  a  new  rebellion,  and 
lawlessly  defied  it  in  ever^-thing  possible  to  the  ut- 
most.    In  the  beginning  of  1868,   on  account  of 


"High  crimes  and  misdemeanors,"  the  principal 
of  which  was  the  removal  of  Secretary  Stanton  in 
violation  of  the  Tenure  of  Office  Act,  articles  of 
impeachment  were  preferred  against  him,  and  the 
trial  began  March  23. 

It  was  very  tedious,  continuing  for  nearly  three 
months.  A  test  article  of  the  impeachment  was 
at  length  submitted  to  the  court  for  its  action.  It 
was  certain  that  as  the  court  voted  upon  that  ar- 
ticle so  would  it  vote  upon  all.  Thirty-four  voices 
pronounced  the  President  guilty.  As  a  two-thirds 
vote  was  necessarj-  to  his  condemnation,  he  was 
pronounced  acquitted,  notwithstanding  the  great 
majoritj-  against  him.  The  change  of  one  vote 
from  the  not  guilty  side  would  have  sustained  the 
impeachment. 

The  President,  for  the  remainder  of  his  term, 
was  but  little  regarded.  He  continued,  though 
impotently,  his  conflict  with  Congress.  His  own 
part}-  did  not  think  it  expedient  to  renominate 
him  for  the  Presidency.  The  Nation  rallied  with 
enthusiasm,  unparalleled  since  the  days  of  Wash- 
ington, around  the  name  of  Gen.  Grant.  Andrew 
Johnson  was  forgotten.  The  bullet  of  the  assassin 
introduced  him  to  the  President's  chair.  Not- 
withstanding this,  ne\er  was  there  presented  to  a 
man  a  better  opportunity  to  immortalize  his  name, 
and  to  win  the  gratitude  of  a  nation.  He  failed 
utterl}-.  He  retired  to  his  home  in  Greenville, 
Tenn.,  taking  no  very  active  part  in  politics  until 
1875.  On  January  26,  after  an  exciting  struggle, 
he  was  chosen  bj-  the  Legislature  of  Tennessee 
United  States  Senator  in  the  Forty-fourth  Congess, 
and  took  his  seat  in  that  body,  at  the  special  ses- 
sion convened  by  President  Grant,  on  the  5th  of 
March.  On  the  27th  of  July,  1875,  the  ex-Presi- 
dent made  a  visit  to  his  daughter's  home,  near 
Carter  Station,  Tenn.  When  he  started  on  his 
journey,  he  was  apparently  in  his  usual  vigorous 
health,  but  on  reaching  the  residence  of  his  child 
the  following  day,  he  was  stricken  with  paralj-sis, 
which  rendered  him  unconscious.  He  rallied  oc- 
casionally, but  finally  passed  away  at  2  a.  m., 
July  31 ,  aged  sixtj'-seven  years.  His  funeral  was, 
held  at  Greenville,  on  the  3d  of  August,  with, 
ever}'  demonstration  of  respect. 
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HLYSvSES  S.  GRANT,  the  eighteenth  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  born  on  the 
29th  of  April,  1822,  of  Christian  parents,  in 
a  humble  home  at  Point  Pleasant,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Ohio.  Shortly  after,  his  father  moved  to 
Georgetown,  Brown  County,  Ohio.  In  this  re- 
mote frontier  hamlet,  Ulysses  received  a  common- 
school  education.  At  the  age  of  seventeen,  in 
the  year  1839,  he  entered  the  Military  Acadeni}- 
at  West  Point.  Here  he  was  regarded  as  a  solid, 
sensible  young  man,  of  fair  abihtj-,  and  of  sturdy, 
honest  character.  He  took  respectable  rank  as  a 
scholar.  In  June,  1843,  he  graduated  about  the 
middle  in  his  class,  and  was  sent  as  Lieutenant  of 
Infantr>'  to  one  of  the  distant  military  posts  in  the 
Mis.souri  Territors-.  Two  years  he  passed  in  these 
dreary-  solitudes,  watching  the  vagabond  Indians. 

The  war  with  Mexico  came.  Lieut.  Grant  was 
sent  with  his  regiment  to  Corpus  Christi.  His 
first  battle  was  at  Palo  Alto.  There  was  no 
chance  here  for  the  exhibition  of  either  skill  or 
heroism,  nor  at  Re.saca  de  la  Palma,  his  .second 
battle.  At  the  battle  of  Monterey,  his  third  en- 
gagement, it  is  said  that  he  performed  a  signal 
service  of  daring  and  .skillful  hor.semanship. 

At  the  close  of  the  Mexican  War,  Capt.  Grant 
returned  with  his  regiment  to  New  York,  an  1 
was  again  sent  to  one  of  the  inilitarj-  po.sts  on  the 
frontier.  The  di.scovery  of  gold  in  California 
causing  an  immense  tide  of  emigration  to  flow  to 
the  Pacific  .shores,  Capt.  Grant  was  sent  with  a 
battalion  to  Ft.  Dallas,  in  Oregon,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  interests  of  the  immigrants.  But  life 
was  wearisome  in  those  wilds,  and  he  resigned 
his  commi.ssion  and  returned  to  the  States.  Hav- 
ing married,  he  entered  upon  the  cultivation  of  a 
small  farm  near  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  but  having  little 


skill  as  a  farmer,  and  finding  his  toil  not  re- 
munerative, he  turned  to  mercantile  life,  entering 
into  the  leather  business,  with  a  younger  brother 
at  Galena,  111.  This  was  in  the  year  i860.  As 
the  tidings  of  the  rebels  firing  on  Ft.  Sumter 
reached  the  ears  of  Capt.  Grant  in  his  counting- 
room,  he  said:  "Uncle  Sam  has  educated  me 
for  the  army;  though  I  have  served  him  through 
one  war,  I  do  not  feel  that  I  have  jet  repaid  the 
debt.  I  am  still  ready  to  discharge  my  obliga- 
tions. I  shall  therefore  buckle  on  my  sword  and 
see  Uncle  Sam  through  this  war  too. ' ' 

He  went  into  the  streets,  raised  a  company  of 
volunteers,  and  led  them  as  their  Captain  to 
Springfield,  the  capital  of  the  State,  where  their 
ser\-ices  were  offered  to  Gov.  Yates.  The  Gov- 
ernor, impressed  by  the  zeal  and  straightforward 
executive  ability  of  Capt.  Grant,  gave  him  a  desk 
in  his  office  to  assist  in  the  volunteer  organiza- 
tion that  was  being  formed  in  the  State  in  behalf 
of  the  Government.  On  the  15th  of  June,  1861, 
Capt.  Grant  received  a  commi.ssion  as  Colonel  of 
the  Twenty-first  Regiment  of  Illinois  Volunteers. 
His  merits  as  a  West  Point  graduate,  who  had 
served  for  fifteen  years  in  the  regular  army,  were 
such  that  he  was  soon  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier-General,  and  was  placed  in  command  at 
Cairo.  The  rebels  rai.sed  their  banner  at  Padu- 
cah.  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tennessee  River. 
Scarcely  had  its  folds  appeared  in  the  breeze  ere 
Gen.  Grant  was  there.  The  rebels  fled,  their 
banner  fell,  and  the  Stars  and  Stripes  were  un- 
furled in  its  stead. 

He  entered  the  .ser\'ice  with  great  determina- 
tion and  immediately  began  active  duty.  This 
was  the  beginning,  and  until  the  surrender  of 
Lee  at  Richmond  he  was  ever  pushing  the  enemy 
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with  great  vigor  and  effectiveness.  At  Belmont, 
a  few  days  later,  he  surprised  and  routed  the 
rebels,  then  at  Ft.  Henrj'  won  another  victory. 
Then  came  the  brilliant  fight  at  Ft.  Donelson. 
The  nation  was  electrified  by  the  victory,  and  the 
brave  leader  of  the  boys  in  blue  was  immediately 
made  a  Major-General,  and  the  military  district 
of  Tennessee  was  assigned  to  him. 

Like  all  great  captains,  Gen.  Grant  knew  well 
how  to  secure  the  results  of  victory.  He  imme- 
diately pushed  on  to  the  enemies'  lines.  Then 
came  the  terrible  battles  of  Pittsburg  Landing, 
Corinth,  and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  where  Gen. 
Pemberton  made  an  unconditional  surrender  of 
the  city  with  over  thirty  thousand  men  and  one 
hundred  and  seventy-two  cannon.  The  fall  of 
Vicksburg  was  by  far  the  most  severe  blow  which 
the  rebels  had  thus  far  encountered,  and  opened 
up  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to  the  Gulf 

Gen.  Grant  was  next  ordered  to  co-operate  with 
Gen.  Banks  in  a  movement  upon  Texas,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  New  Orleans,  where  he  was  thrown 
from  his  horse,  and  received  severe  injuries,  from 
which  he  was  laid  up  for  months.  He  then 
rushed  to  the  aid  of  Gens.  Rosecrans  and  Thomas 
at  Chattanooga,  and  by  a  wonderful  series  of 
strategic  and  technical  measures  put  the  Union 
army  in  fighting  condition.  Then  followed  the 
bloody  battles  at  Chattanooga,  Lookout  Moun- 
tain and  ]Mi,ssionary  Ridge,  in  which  the  rebels 
were  routed  with  great  loss.  This  won  for  him 
unbounded  praise  in  the  North.  On  the  4th  of 
February,  1864,  Congress  revived  the  grade  of 
lieutenant-general,  and  the  rank  was  conferred 
on  Gen.  Grant.  He  repaired  to  Washington  to 
receive  his  credentials  and  enter  upon  the  duties 
of  his  new  office. 

Gen.  Grant  decided  as  soon  as  he  took  charge 
of  the  army  to  concentrate  the  wideh'-disper-sed 
National  troops  for  an  attack  upon  Richmond, 
the  nominal  capital  of  the  rebellion,  and  endeavor 
there  to  destroy  the  rebel  armies  which  would  be 
promptly  assembled  from  all  quarters  for  its  de- 
fense. The  whole  continent  seemed  to  tremble 
under  the  tramp  of  these  majestic  armies,  rushing 
to  the  decisive  battle-field.  Steamers  were  crowd- 
ed with  troops.     Railway  trains  were  burdened 


with  closely-packed  thousands.  His  plans  were 
comprehensive,  and  involved  a  series  of  cam- 
paigns, which  were  executed  with  remarkable 
energy  and  ability,  and  were  consummated  at  the 
surrender  of  Lee,  April  9,  1865. 

The  war  was  ended.  The  Union  was  saved. 
The  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  nation  de- 
clared Gen.  Grant  to  be  the  most  prominent  in- 
strument in  its  salvation.  The  eminent  services 
he  had  thus  rendered  the  country  brought  him 
con.spicuously  forward  as  the  Republican  candi- 
date for  the  Presidential  chair. 

At  the  Republican  Convention  held  at  Chicago, 
May  21,  1868,  he  was  unanimously  nominated 
for  the  Presidency,  and  at  the  autumn  election 
received  a  majority  of  the  popular  vote,  and  two 
hundred  and  fourteen  out  of  two  hundred  and 
ninety-four   electoral  votes. 

The  National  Convention  of  the  Republican 
party,  which  met  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5th  ot 
June,  1872,  placed  Gen.  Grant  in  nomination  for 
a  second  term  bj'  a  unanimous  vote.  The  selec- 
tion was  emphatically  indorsed  by  the  people  five 
months  later,  two  hundred  and  ninety-two  elect- 
oral votes  being  cast  for  him. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  his  second  term.  Gen. 
Grant  started  upon  his  famous  trip  around  the 
world.  He  visited  almost  every  country  of  the 
civilized  world,  and  was  every^where  received 
with  such  ovations  and  demon,strations  of  respect 
and  honor,  private  as  well  as  public  and  official, 
as  were  never  before  bestowed  upon  any  citizen 
of  the  United  States. 

He  was  the  most  prominent  candidate  before 
the  Republican  National  Convention  in  1880  for 
a  renomination  for  President.  He  went  to  New 
York  and  embarked  in  the  brokerage  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Grant  &  Ward.  The 
latter  proved  a  villain,  wrecked  Grant's  fortune, 
and  for  larceny  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 
The  General  was  attacked  with  cancer  in  the 
throat,  but  suffered  in  his  stoic-like  manner,  never 
complaining.  He  was  re-instated  as  General  of 
the  Army,  and  retired  by  Congress.  The  cancer 
soon  finished  its  deadly  work,  and  July  23,  1885, 
the  nation  went  in  mourning  over  the  death  01. 
the  illustrious  General. 
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RUTHERFORD  B.  HAYES,  the  niiieteeiitli 
President  of  the  United  States,  was  born  in 
Delaware,  Ohio,  October  4,  1822,  almost 
three  months  after  the  death  of  his  father,  Ruther- 
ford Hayes.  His  ancestr\-  on  both  the  paternal  and 
maternal  sides  was  of  the  most  honorable  char- 
acter. It  can  be  traced,  it  is  said,  as  far  back  as 
i2cSo,  when  Haj-es  and  Rutherford  were  two 
Scottish  chieftains,  fighting  side  by  side  with 
Baliol,  William  Wallace  and  Robert  Bruce.  Both 
families  belonged  to  the  nobility,  owned  extensive 
estates,  and  had  a  large  following.  Misfortune 
overtaking  the  family,  George  Hayes  left  Scotland 
in  1680,  and  settled  in  Windsor,  Conn.  His  son 
George  was  born  in  Windsor,  and  remained  there 
during  his  life.  Daniel  Hayes,  son  of  the  latter, 
married  Sarah  Lee,  and  lived  from  the  time  of 
his  marriage  until  his  death  in  Simsbun,-,  Conn. 
Ezekiel,  son  of  Daniel,  was  born  in  1724,  and  was 
a  manufacturer  of  scythes  at  Bradford,  Conn. 
Rutherford  Hayes,  son  of  Ezekiel  and  grandfather 
of  President  Hayes,  was  born  in  New  Haven,  in 
August,  1756.  He  was  a  farmer,  blacksmith  and 
tavern-keeper.  He  emigrated  to  Vermont  at  an 
unknown  date,  settling  in  Brattleboro,  where  he 
established  a  hotel.  Here  his  son,  Rutherford 
Hayes,  the  father  of  President  Hayes,  was  born. 
He  was  married,  in  September,  181 3,  to  Sophia 
Birchard,  of  Wilmington,  Vt.,  whose  ancestors 
emigrated  thither  from  Connecticut,  they  having 
been  among  the  wealthiest  and  best  families  of 
Norwich.  Her  ancestr>'  on  the  male  side  is 
traced  back  to  1635,  to  John  Birchard,  one  of  the 
principal  founders  of  Norwich.  Both  of  her  grand- 
fathers were  soldiers  in  the  Revolutionan-  War. 

The  father  of  President  Hayes  was  an  industri- 
ous, frugal,  yet  open-hearted  man.     He  was  of  a 


mechanical  turn  of  mind,  and  could  mend  a  plow, 
knit  a  stocking,  or  do  almost  anything  else  that 
he  chose  to  undertake.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
church,  active  in  all  the  benevolent  enterprises 
of  the  town,  and  conducted  his  business  on  Chris- 
tian principles.  After  the  clo.se  of  the  War  of 
1812,  for  reasons  inexplicable  to  his  neighbors,  he 
resolved  to  emigrate  to  Ohio. 

The  jouniey  from  Vermont  to  Ohio  in  that  day, 
when  there  were  no  canals,  steamers,  or  rail- 
ways, was  a  very  serious  affair.  A  tour  of  in- 
spection was  first  made,  occupying  four  months. 
Mr.  Hayes  decided  to  move  to  Delaware,  where 
the  family  arrived  in  181 7.  He  died  July  22, 
1822,  a  victim  of  malarial  fever,  less  than  three 
months  before  the  birth  of  the  son  of  whom  we 
write.  Mrs.  Hayes,  in  her  sore  bereavement, 
found  the  support  she  so  much  needed  in  her 
brother  Sardis,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the 
household  from  the  day  of  its  departure  from 
Vermont,  and  in  an  orphan  girl,  whom  she  had 
adopted  some  time  before  as  an  act  of  charity. 

Rutherford  was  seven  years  old  before  he  went 
to  school.  His  education,  however,  was  not  neg- 
lected. He  probably  learned  as  much  from  his 
mother  and  sister  as  he  would  have  done  at 
school.  His  sports  were  almost  wholly  within 
doors,  his  playmates  being  his  sister  and  her  asso- 
ciates. The.se  circumstances  tended,  no  doubt,  to 
foster  that  gentleness  of  di,sposition  and  that  del- 
icate consideration  for  the  feelings  of  others  which 
were  marked  traits  of  his  character. 

His  uncle,  Sardis  Birchard,  took  the  deepest 
interest  in  his  education;  and  as  the  boy's  health 
had  improved,  and  he  was  making  good  progress 
in  his  studies,  he  proposed  to  send  him  to  college. 
His  preparation  commenced  with  a  tutor  at  home; 


92 


RUTHERFORD  B.  HAYES. 


but  he  was  afterwards  sent  for  one  year  to  a  pro- 
fessor in  the  Wesleyan  University  in  Middletown, 
Conn.  He  entered  Kenyon  College  in  1838,  at 
the  age  of  sixteen,  and  was  graduated  at  the  head 
of  his  class  in  1842. 

Immediately  after  his  graduation  he  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  ofSce  of  Thomas  Sparrow, 
Esq.,  in  Columbus.  Finding  his  opportunities 
for  study  in  Columbus  somewhat  limited,  he  de- 
termined to  enter  the  L,aw  School  at  Cambridge, 
Mass. ,  where  he  remained  two  years. 

In  1845,  after  graduating  at  the  Law  School,  he 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Marietta,  Ohio,  and 
shortly  afterward  went  into  practice  as  an  at- 
torney-at-law  with  Ralph  P.  Buckland,  of  Fre- 
mont. Here  he  remained  three  years,  acquiring 
but  a  limited  practice,  and  apparently  unambitious 
of  distinction  in  his  profession. 

In  1849  he  moved  to  Cincinnati,  where  his  am- 
bition found  a  new  stimulus.  For  several  years, 
however,  his  progress  was  slow.  Two  events 
occurring  at  this  period  had  a  powerful  influence 
upon  his  subsequent  life.  One  of  these  was  his 
marriage  with  Miss  lyUcy  Ware  Webb,  daughter 
of  Dr.  James  Webb,  of  Chillicothe;  the  other  was 
his  introduction  to  the  Cincinnati  Literary  Club, 
a  body  embracing  among  its  members  such  men 
as  Chief  Justice  Salmon  P.  Chase,  Gen.  John 
Pope,  Gov.  Edward  F.  Noyes,  and  many  others 
hardlj'  less  di.stinguished  in  after  life.  The  mar- 
riage was  a  fortunate  one  in  e\'er)'  respect,  as 
everj-body  knows.  Not  one  of  all  the  wives  of 
our  Presidents  was  more  universally  admired, 
reverenced  and  beloved  than  was  Mrs.  Hayes,  and 
no  one  did  more  than  she  to  reflect  honor  upon 
American  womanhood.  The  Literarj-Club  brought 
Mr.  Hayes  into  constant  association  with  young 
men  of  high  character  and  noble  aims,  and  lured 
him  to  di.splay  the  qualities  so  long  hidden  by  his 
bashfulness  and  modesty. 

In  1856  he  was  nominated  to  the  ofiice  of  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  but  he  declined  to 
accept  the  nomination.  Two  years  later,  the  of- 
fice of  City  Solicitor  becoming  vacant,  the  City 
Council  elected  him  for  the  unexpired  term. 

In  1 86 1,  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out,  he  was 
at  the  zenith  of  his  professional  life.     His  rank  at 


the  Bar  was  among  the  first.  But  the  news  of 
the  attack  on  Ft.  Sumter  found  him  eager  to 
take  up  arms  for  the  defense  of  his  country'. 

His  military  record  was  bright  and  illustrious. 
In  October,  1861,  he  was  made  Lieutenant- Colo- 
nel, and  in  August,  1862,  promoted  Colonel  of 
the  Seventy-ninth  Ohio  Regiment,  but  he  refused 
to  leave  his  old  comrades  and  go  among  strangers. 
Subsequently,  however,  he  was  made  Colonel  of 
his  old  regiment.  At  the  battle  of  South  Moun- 
tain he  received  a  wound,  and  while  faint  and 
bleeding  displayed  courage  and  fortitude  that 
won  admiration  from  all. 

Col.  Hayes  was  detached  from  his  regiment, 
after  his  recovery,  to  act  as  Brigadier- General, 
and  placed  in  command  of  the  celebrated  Kanawha 
division,  and  for  gallant  and  meritorious  services 
in  the  battles  of  Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill  and 
Cedar  Creek,  he  was  promoted  Brigadier-General. 
He  was  also  breveted  Major- General,  "for  gallant 
and  distinguished  sen'ices  during  the  campaigns 
of  1864,  in  West  Virginia."  In  the  course  of  his 
arduous  services,  four  horses  were  shot  from  un- 
der him,  and  he  was  wounded  four  times. 

In  1864,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  to  Congress 
from  the  Second  Ohio  District,  which  had  long 
been  Democratic.  He  was  not  present  during  the 
campaign,  and  after  the  election  was  importuned 
to  resign  his  commission  in  the  army ;  but  he  fi- 
nally declared,  "  I  shall  never  come  to  Washing- 
ton until  I  can  come  by  way  of  Richmond."  He 
was  re-elected  in  1866. 

In  1867,  Gen.  Hayes  was  elected  Governor  of 
Ohio,  over  Hon.  Allen  G.  Thurman,  a  popular 
Democrat,  and  in  1869  was  re-elected  over  George 
H.  Pendleton.  He  was  elected  Governor  for  the 
third  term  in  1875. 

In  1876  he  was  the  standard-bearer  of  the  Re- 
publican party  in  the  Presidential  contest,  and 
after  a  hard,  long  contest  was  chosen  President, 
and  was  inaugurated  Monday,  March  5,  1877. 
He  sei"ved  his  full  term,  not,  however,  with  satis- 
faction to  his  party,  but  his  administration  was  an 
average  one.  The  remaining  years  of  his  life 
were  passed  quietly  in  his  Ohio  home,  where  he 
passed  away  January  17,  1893. 


^^t^Ji^kx^l. 


JAMES  A.  GARFIELD. 


HAMES  a.  GARFIELD,  twentieth  President 
I  of  the  United  States,  was  born  November  19, 
C/  183',  ill  the  woods  of  Orange,  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio.  His  parents  were  Abram  and 
Eliza  (Ballon)  Garfield,  both  of  New  England 
ance.stry,  and  from  families  well  known  in  the 
early  history  of  that  section  of  our  countn,-,  but 
who  had  moved  to  the  Western  Resen-e,  in  Ohio, 
early  in  its  settlement. 

The  house  in  which  James  A.  was  born  was 
not  unlike  the  houses  of  poor  Ohio  fanners  of 
that  day.  It  was  about  20  x  30  feet,  built  of  logs, 
with  the  spaces  between  the  logs  filled  with  claj-. 
His  father  was  a  hard-working  farmer,  and  he 
soon  had  his  fields  cleared,  an  orchard  planted, 
and  a  log  barn  built.  The  household  comprised 
the  father  and  mother  and  their  four  children, 
Mehetabel,  Thomas,  Marj-  and  James.  In  May, 
1823,  the  father  died  from  a  cold  contracted  in 
helping  to  put  out  a  forest  fire.  At  this  time 
James  was  about  eighteen  months  old,  and 
Thomas  about  ten  years  old.  No  one,  perhaps, 
can  tell  how  much  James  was  indebted  to  Ixis 
brother's  toil  and  self-sacrifice  during  the  twent)- 
years  succeeding  his  father's  death.  He  now 
lives  in  Michigan,  and  the  two  sisters  live  in  Solon, 
Ohio,   near  their  birthplace. 

The  early  educational  advantages  j-oung  Gar- 
field enjoyed  were  very  limited,  yet  he  made  the 
most  of  them.  He  labored  at  farm  work  for 
others,  did  carpenter  work,  cliopped  wood,  or  did 
anytliing  that  would  bring  in  a  few  dollars  to  aid 
his  widowed  mother  in  her  struggles  to  keep  the 
little  family  together.  Nor  was  Gen.  Garfield 
ever  ashamed  of  his  origin,  and  he  never  forgot 
the  friends  of  his  .struggling  childhood,  jouth  and 
manhood;  neither  did  they  ever  forget  him. 
When  in  the  highest  seats  of  honor,  the  humblest 
friend  of  his  boyhood  was  as  kindl)-  greeted  as 
ever.  The  poorest  laborer  was  sure  of  the  sym- 
pathy of  one  who  had  known  all  the  bitterness  of 


want  and  the  sweetness  of  bread  earned  by  the 
sweat  of  the  brow.  He  was  ever  the  simple, 
plain,  modest  gentleman. 

The  highe-st  ambition  of  young  Garfield  until 
he  was  about  sixteen  years  old  was  to  be  cap- 
tain of  a  vessel  on  Lake  Erie.  He  was  anxious 
to  go  aboard  a  vessel,  but  this  his  mother  strongly 
opposed.  She  finally  consented  to  his  going  to 
Cleveland,  with  the  understanding,  however,  that 
he  should  trj-  to  obtain  some  other  kind  of  em- 
])loyment.  He  walked  all  the  way  to  Cleveland. 
This  was  his  first  visit  to  the  city.  After  making 
many  applications  for  work,  and  trying  to  get 
aboard  a  lake  vessel  and  not  meeting  with  suc- 
cess, he  engaged  as  a  driver  for  his  cousin,  Amos 
Letcher,  on  the  Ohio  &  Pennsylvania  Canal. 
He  remained  at  this  work  but  a  short  time,  when 
he  went  home,  and  attended  the  seminar}'  at 
Chester  for  about  three  years.  He  then  entered 
Hiram  and  the  Eclectic  Institute,  teaching  a  few 
terms  of  school  in  the  mean  time,  and  doing  other 
work.  This  .school  was  started  by  the  Disciples 
of  Christ  in  1850,  of  which  body  he  was  then  a 
member.  He  became  janitor  and  bell-ringer  in 
order  to  help  pay  his  way.  He  then  became  both 
teacher  and  pupil.  Soon  "  exhau-sting  Hiram," 
and  needing  a  higher  education,  in  the  fall  of  1854 
heentered  Williams  College,  from  which  he  grad- 
uated in  1856,  taking  one  of  the  highest  honors  of 
his  class.  He  aftenvards  returned  to  Hiram  Col- 
lege as  its  President.  As  above  stated,  he  early 
united  with  the  Christian,  or  Disciples,  Church  at 
Hiram,  and  was  ever  after  a  devoted,  zealous 
member,  often  preaching  in  its  pulpit  and  places 
where  he  happened  to  be. 

Mr.  Garfield  was  united  in  marriage,  Novem- 
ber II,  1858,  with  Miss  Lucretia  Rudolph,  who 
proved  herself  worthy  as  the  wife  of  one  whom 
all  the  world  loved.  To  them  were  born  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  four  boys 
and  one  girl. 


96 


JAMES  A.  GARFIELD. 


Mr.  Garfield  made  his  first  political  speeches  in 
1856,  in  Hiram  and  the  neighboring  villages,  and 
three  years  later  he  began  to  speak  at  couut>' 
mass-meetings,  and  became  the  favorite  speaker 
wherever  he  was.  During  this  year  he  was 
elected  to  the  Ohio  Senate.  He  also  began  to 
study  law  at  Cleveland,  and  in  1861  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar.  The  great  Rebellion  broke  out  in  the 
earlj'  part  of  this  j^ear,  and  Mr.  Garfield  at  once 
resolved  to  fight  as  he  had  talked,  and  enlisted  to 
defend  the  Old  Flag.  He  received  his  commission 
as  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Forty-second  Regi- 
ment of  Ohio  Infantry  August  14,  1861.  He 
was  immediately  put  into  active  ser\4ce,  and  be- 
fore he  had  ever  seen  a  gun  fired  in  action,  was 
placed  in  command  of  four  regiments  of  infantr\' 
and  eight  companies  of  cavalrj-,  charged  with  the 
work  of  driving  out  of  his  native  State  the  able 
rebel  officer,  Humphrey  Marshall,  of  Kentuckj-. 
This  work  was  bravely  and  speedily  accomplished, 
although  against  great  odds,  and  President  Lin- 
coln commissioned  him  Brigadier- General,  Janu- 
ary ID,  1862;  and  "as  he  had  bee^  the  3-oungest 
man  in  the  Ohio  Senate  two  j-ears  before,  so  now 
he  was  the  youngest  General  in  the  armj-."  He 
was  with  Gen.  Buell's  army  at  Shiloh,  in  its 
operations  around  Corinth  and  its  march  through 
Alabama.  He  was  then  detailed  as  a  member  of 
the  general  court  martial  for  the  trial  of  Gen. 
Fitz-John  Porter.  He  was  next  ordered  to  re- 
port to  Gen.  Roseerans,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
"  Chief  of  StaiT."  The  military  historj-  of  Gen. 
Garfield  closed  with  his  brilliant  ser\-ices  at  Chick- 
amauga,  where  he  won  the  rank  of  Major-General. 

Without  an  effort  on  his  part,  Gen.  Garfield 
was  elected  to  Congress  in  the  fall  of  1862,  ft-om 
the  Nineteenth  District  of  Ohio.  This  section  of 
Ohio  had  been  represented  in  Congress  for  sixty 
j'ears  mainly  bj'  two  men — Elisha  Whittlesey  and 
Joshua  R.  Giddings.  It  was  not  without  a  strug- 
gle that  he  resigned  his  place  in  the  army.  At 
the  time  he  entered  Congress  he  was  the  youngest 
member  in  that  bodj-.  There  he  remained  by 
successive  re-elections  until  he  was  elected  Presi- 
dent, in  1880.  Of  his  labors  in  Congress,  Senator 
Hoar  says:  "Since  the  year  1864  you  cannot 
think  of  a  question  which  has  been  debated  in 


Congress,  or  discussed  before  a  tribunal  of  the 
American  people,  in  regard  to  which  j'ou  will  not 
find,  if  you  wish  instruction,  the  argument  on 
one  side  stated,  in  almost  ever>-  instance  better 
than  bj^  anybodj-  else,  in  some  speech  made  in 
the  House  of  Representatives  or  on  the  hustings 
by  Mr.  Garfield." 

Upon  Januarj-  14,  1880,  Gen.  Garfield  was  elect- 
ed to  the  United  States  Senate,  and  on  the  8th  of 
June,  of  the  same  j'ear,  was  nominated  as  the 
candidate  of  his  part)-  for  President  at  the  great 
Chicago  Convention.  He  was  elected  in  the  fol- 
lowing November,  and  on  March  4,  1881,  was 
inaugurated.  Probablj-  no  administration  ever 
opened  its  exi-stence  under  brighter  auspices  than 
that  of  President  Garfield,  and  everj-  day  it  grew 
in  favor  with  the  people.  By  the  i  st  of  July 
he  had  completed  all  the  initiatory  and  prelirai- 
nan,-  wofk  of  his  administration,  and  was  prepar- 
ing to  leave  the  city  to  meet  his  friends  at  Will- 
iams College.  \\'hile  on  his  way  and  at  the 
depot,  in  company  with  Secretarj'  Blaine,  a  man 
stepped  behind  him,  drew  a  revolver,  and  fired 
directly  at  his  back.  The  President  tottered  and 
fell,  and  as  he  did  so  the  assassin  fired  a  second 
shot,  the  bullet  cutting  the  left  coat  sleeve  of  his 
victim,  but  inflicting  no  further  injury.  It  has 
been  very  truthfullj-  said  that  this  was  "  the  shot 
that  was  heard  around  the  world."  Never  before 
in  the  history  of  the  nation  had  anything  occur- 
red which  so  nearh-  froze  the  blood  of  the  people 
for  the  moment  as  this  awful  deed.  He  was 
smitten  on  the  brightest,  gladdest  day  of  all  his 
life,  at  the  summit  of  his  power  and  hope.  For 
eighty  days,  all  during  the  hot  months  of  July 
and  August,  he  lingered  and  suffered.  He,  how- 
ever, remained  ma.ster  of  himself  till  the  last,  and 
by  his  magnificent  bearing  taught  the  countn.- 
and  the  world  one  of  the  noblest  of  human  les- 
sons— how  to  live  grandlj'  in  the  very  clutch  of 
death.  Great  in  life,  he  was  surpa.ssingly  g^eat 
in  death.  He  passed  serenelj'  away  September 
19,  1883,  at  Elberon,  N.  J.,  on  the  ven,-  bank  of 
the  ocean,  where  he  had  been  taken  shortly  be- 
fore. The  world  wept  at  his  death,  as  it  rarely 
ever  had  done  on  the  death  of  any  other  great 
and  noble  man. 
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E HESTER  A.  ARTHUR,  twenty-first  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States,  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin Count}-,  Vt.,  on  the  5th  day  of  October, 
1 830,  and  was  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  two  sons 
and  five  daughters.  His  father  was  the  Rev.  Dr. 
William  Arthur,  a  Baptist  clergyman,  who  emi- 
grated to  this  country  from  County-  Antrim,  Ire- 
land, in  his  eighteenth  year,  and  died  in  1875,  in 
Newtonville,  near  Albany,  after  a  long  and  suc- 
cessful ministry. 

Young  Arthur  was  educated  at  Union  College, 
Schenectady,  where  he  excelled  in  all  his  studies. 
After  his  graduation  he  taught  school  in  Ver- 
mont for  two  years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  came  to  New  York,  with  $500  in  his  pocket, 
and  entered  the  office  of  ex -Judge  E.  D.  Culver 
as  a  student.  After  being  admitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
fonned  a  partnership  with  his  intimate  friend  and 
room-mate,  Henrj-  D.  Gardiner,  with  the  inten- 
tion of  practicing  in  the  West,  and  for  three 
months  they  roamed  about  in  the  Western  States 
in  search  of  an  eligible  site,  but  in  the  end  re- 
turned to  New  York,  where  they  hung  out  their 
shingle,  and  entered  upon  a  successful  career  al- 
most from  the  start.  Gen.  Arthur  soon  after  mar- 
ried the  daughter  of  Lieut.  Herndon,  of  the 
United  States  Navy,  who  was  lost  at  sea.  Con- 
gress voted  a  gold  medal  to  his  widow  in  recog- 
nition of  the  bravery  he  displayed  on  that  occa- 
sion. Mrs.  Arthur  died  shortly  before  Mr. 
Arthur's  nomination  to  the  Vice- Presidency,  leav- 
ing two  children. 

Gen.  Arthur  obtained  considerable  legal  celeb- 
rit\-  in   his  first  great  case,  the   famous  Lemmon 
suit,  brought  to  recover  possession  of  eight  slaves 
who  had-  been   declared  free  by  Judge  Paine,  of  j 
the  Superior  Court  of  New  York  City.     It  was  in 


1852  that  Jonathan  Lemmon,  of  Virginia,  went  to 
New  York  with  his  slaves,  intending  to  ship  them 
to  Texas,  when  they  were  discovered  and  freed. 
The  Judge  decided  that  they  could  not  be  held  by 
the  owner  under  the  Fugitive  Slave  Law.  A  howl 
of  rage  went  up  from  the  South,  and  the  Virginia 
Legislature  authorized  the  Attorney-General  of 
that  State  to  assist  in  an  appeal.  William  M. 
Evarts  and  Chester  A.  Arthur  were  employed  to 
represent  the  people,  and  they  won  their  case, 
which  then  went  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  Charles  O' Conor  here  espoused 
the  cause  of  the  slaveholders,  but  he,  too,  w-as 
beaten  by  Messrs.  Evarts  and  Arthur,  and  a  long 
step  was  taken  toward  the  emancipation  of  the 
black  race. 

Another  great  service  was  rendered  by  Gen. 
Arthur  in  the  .same  cause  in  1856.  Lizzie  Jen- 
nings, a  respectable  colored  woman,  was  put  ofif 
a  Fourth  Avenue  car  with  violence  after  she  had 
paid  her  fare.  Gen.  Arthur  sued  on  her  behalf, 
and  secu:  ed  a  verdict  of  $500  damages.  The  next 
day  the  company  issued  an  order  to  admit  colored 
persons  to  ride  on  their  cars,  and  the  other  car 
companies  quickly  followed  their  example.  Be- 
fore that  the  Sixth  Avenue  Company  ran  a  few 
special  cars  for  colored  persons,  and  the  other  lines 
refu.sed  to  let  them  ride  at  all. 

Gen.  Arthur  was  a  delegate  to  the  convention 
at  Saratoga  that  founded  the  Republican  party. 
Previous  to  the  war  he  was  Judge- Advocate  of 
the  Second  Brigade  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  Gov.  Morgan,  of  that  State,  appointed  him 
Engineer-in-Chief  of  his  staff.  In  1S61,  he  was 
made  Inspector- General,  and  soon  afterward  be- 
came Quarterma.ster-General.  In  each  of  these 
offices  he  rendered  great  ser\-ice  to  the  Govern- 
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ment  during  the  war.  At  the  end  of  Gov.  Mor- 
gan's term  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  form- 
ing a  partnership  with  Mr.  Ransom,  and  then 
Mr.  Phelps,  the  District  Attorney  of  New  York, 
ivas  added  to  the  firm.  The  legal  practice  of  this 
well-known  firm  was  very  large  and  lucrative, 
as  each  of  the  gentlemen  composing  it  was  an  able 
lawyer,  and  possessed  a  splendid  local  reputa- 
tion, if  not,  indeed,  one  of  national  extent. 

Mr.  Arthur  always  took  a  leading  part  in  State 
and  city  politics.  He  was  appointed  Collector  of 
the  Port  of  New  York  by  President  Grant,  No- 
vember 21,  1872,  to  succeed  Thomas  Murphy, 
and  he  held  the  office  until  July  20,  1878,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Collector  Merritt. 

Mr.  Arthur  was  nominated  on  the  Presidential 
ticket,  with  Gen.  James  A.  Garfield,  at  the 
famous  National  Republican  Convention  held  at 
Chicago  in  June,  1880.  This  was  perhaps  the 
greatest  political  convention  that  ever  assembled 
on  the  continent.  It  was  composed  of  the  lead- 
ing politicians  of  the  Republican  party,  all  able 
men,  and  each  stood  firm  and  fought  vigorously 
and  with  signal  tenacity  for  his  respective  can- 
didate that  was  before  the  convention  for  the 
nomination.  Finally  Gen.  Garfield  received  the 
nomination  for  President,  and  Gen.  Arthur  for 
Vice- President.  The  campaign  which  followed 
was  one  of  the  most  animated  known  in  the  his- 
tory of  our  country.  Gen.  Hancock,  the  stand- 
ard-bearer of  the  Democratic  party,  was  a  popular 
man,  and  his  party  made  a  valiant  fight  for  his 
election. 

Finally  the  election  came,  and  the  country's 
choice  was  Garfield  and  Arthur.  They  were  in- 
augurated March  4,  1881,  as  President  and  Vice- 
President.  A  few  months  only  had  pas.sed  ere 
the  newly-chosen  President  was  the  victim  of  the 
assassin's  bullet.  Then  came  terrible  weeks  of 
suffering — those  moments  of  anxious  suspense, 
when  the  hearts  of  all  civilized  nations  were 
throbbing  in  unison,  longing  for  the  recovery'  of 
the  noble,  the  good  President.  The  remarkable 
patience  that  he  manifested  during  those  hours 
and  weeks,  and  even  months,  of  the  most  terrible 
suffering  man  has  ever  been  called  upon  to  en- 
dure, was  seemingly  more  than  human.     It  was 


certainly  godlike.  During  all  this  period  of 
deepest  anxiety  Mr.  Arthur's  everj-  move  was 
watched,  and,  be  it  said  to  his  credit,  that  his  every 
action  di.splaj-ed  only  an  earnest  desire  that  the 
suffering  Garfield  might  recover  to  serve  the  re- 
mainder of  the  term  he  had  so  auspiciously  be- 
gun. Not  a  selfi.sh  feeling  was  manifested  in 
deed  or  look  of  this  man,  even  though  the  most 
honored  position  in  the  world  was  at  any  moment 
likely  to  fall  to  him. 

At  last  God  in  his  mercy  relieved  President 
Garfield  from  further  suffering,  and  the  world,  as 
never  before  in  its  history  over  the  death  of  au^- 
other  man,  wept  at  his  bier.  Then  it  became  the 
duty  of  the  Vice-President  to  assume  the  respon- 
sibilities of  the  high  office,  and  he  took  the  oath 
in  New  York,  September  20,  1881.  The  position 
was  an  embarrassing  one  to  him,  made  doubly  so 
from  the  fact  that  all  ej-es  were  on  him,  anxious 
to  know  what  he  would  do,  what  policy  he  would 
pursue,  and  whom  he  would  select  as  advisers. 
The  duties  of  the  office  had  been  greatly  neglected 
during  the  President's  long  illness,  and  many  im- 
portant measures  were  to  be  immediately  decided 
by  him ;  and  to  still  further  embarass  him  he  did 
not  fail  to  realize  under  what  circumstances  he 
became  President,  and  knew  the  feelings  of  many 
on  this  point.  Under  these  trying  circumstances, 
President  Arthur  took  the  reins  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  his  own  hands,  and,  as  embarrassing  as 
was  the  condition  of  affairs,  he  happily  surprised 
the  nation,  acting  .so  wisely  that  but  few  criticized 
his  administration.  He  served  the  nation  well 
and  faithfully  until  the  clo.se  of  his  administra- 
tion, March  4,  1885,  and  was  a  popular  candidate 
before  his  party  for  a  second  term.  His  name 
was  ably  presented  before  the  convention  at  Chi- 
cago, and  was  received  with  great  favor,  and 
doubtless  but  for  the  personal  popularity  of  one 
of  the  opposing  candidates,  he  would  have  been 
selected  as  the  standard-bearer  of  his  party  for 
another  campaign.  He  retired  to  private  life,  car- 
rying with  him  the  best  wi.shes  of  the  American 
people,  whom  he  had  ser\-ed  in  a  manner  satisfac- 
tory to  them  and  with  credit  to  himself.  One 
year  later  he  was  called  to  his  final  rest. 
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(pTEPHKN  GROVKR  CLEVELAND,  the 
2\  twenty-second  President  of  the  United  States, 
\~J  was  born  in  1837,  in  the  obscure  town  of 
CaUhvell,  Essex  County,  N.  J.,  and  in  a  little 
two-and-a-half-story  white  house,  which  is  still 
standing  to  characteristically  mark  the  humble 
birthplace  of  one  of  America's  great  men,  in 
striking  contrast  with  the  Old  World,  where  all 
men  high  in  office  must  be  high  in  origin  and 
born  in  the  cradle  of  wealth.  When  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his  father, 
who  was  a  Presbyterian  minister  with  a  large 
family  and  a  small  salary-,  moved,  by  way  of  the 
Hudson  River  and  Erie  Canal,  to  Fayetteville,  N. 
v.,  in  search  of  an  increa.sed  income  and  a  larger 
field  of  work.  Fayetteville  was  then  the  most 
.straggling  of  country  villages,  about  five  miles 
from  Pompey  Hill,  where  Governor  Seymour 
was  born. 

At  the  last-mentioned  place  young  Grover  com- 
menced going  to  school  in  the  good,  old-fashioned 
way,  and  presumably  distinguished  himself  after 
the  manner  of  all  village  boys — in  doing  the 
things  he  ought  not  to  do.  Such  is  the  dis- 
tinguishing trait  of  all  geniuses  and  independent 
thinkers.  When  he  arrived  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen years,  he  had  outgrown  the  capacity  of  the 
village  school,  and  expressed  a  most  emphatic  de- 
sire to  be  sent  to  an  academy.  To  this  his  fa- 
ther decidedly  objected.  Academies  in  tho.se 
days  cost  money ;  besides,  his  father  wanted  him 
to  become  self-supporting  by  the  quickest  pos- 
.sible  means,  and  this  at  that  time  in  Fayetteville 
.seemed  to  be  a  position  in  a  country  .store,  where 
his  father  and  the  large  family  on  his  hands  had 


considerable  influence.  Grover  was  to  be  paid 
$50  for  his  ser\-ices  the  first  year,  and  if  he  proved 
trustworthy  he  was  to  receive  $100  the  second 
year.  Here  the  lad  commenced  his  career  as 
salesman,  and  in  two  years  he  had  earned  so  good 
a  reputation  for  trustworthiness  that  his  employ- 
ers desired  to  retain  him  for  an  indefinite  length 
of  time. 

But  instead  of  remaining  with  this  finn  in 
Fayetteville,  he  went  with  the  family  in  their  re- 
moval to  Clinton,  where  he  had  an  opportunity 
of  attending  a  High  School.  Here  he  industri- 
ously pursued  his  studies  until  the  family  re- 
moved with  him  to  a  point  on  Black  River  known 
as  the  "Holland  Patent,"  a  village  of  five  or  six 
hundred  people,  fifteen  miles  north  of  Utica,  N.  Y. 
At  this  place  his  father  died,  after  preaching  but 
three  Sundays.  This  event  broke  up  the  faniilj', 
and  Grover  set  out  for  New  York  City  io  accept, 
at  a  small  .salary,  the  position  of  under- teacher 
in  an  a.sylum  for  the  blind.  He  taught  faithfully 
for  two  years,  and  although  he  obtained  a  good 
reputation  in  this  capacit)-,  he  concluded  that 
teaching  was  not  his  calling  in  life,  and,  revers- 
ing the  traditional  order,  he  left  the  city  to  seek 
his  fortune,  instead  of  going  to  the  city.  He  first 
thought  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  as  there  was  some 
charm  in  that  name  for  him;  but  before  proceed- 
ing to  that  place  he  went  to  Buffalo  to  ask  advice 
of  his  uncle,  Lewis  F.  Allan,  a  noted  stock- 
breeder of  that  place.  The  latter  did  not  speak 
enthusiastically.  "WHiat  is  it  you  want  to  do, 
my  boy?"  he  a.sked.  "Well,  sir,  I  want  to  study 
law,"  was  the  reply  "Good  gracious!"  remarked 
the  old  gentleman;  "do  you,  indeed?    Whatever 
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put  that  into  j-our  head  ?  How  much  money 
have  you  got?"  "Well,  sir,  to  tell  the  truth,  I 
haven't  got  any." 

After  a  long  consultation,  his  uncle  offered  him 
a  place  temporarily  as  assistant  herd-keeper,  at 
$50  a  year,  while  he  could  look  around.  One 
day  soon  afterward  he  boldly  walked  into  the  of- 
fice of  Rogers,  Bowen  &  Rogers,  of  Buffalo,  and 
told  them  what  he  wanted.  A  number  of  young 
men  were  already  engaged  in  the  office,  but  Gro- 
ver's  persistency  won,  and  he  was  finally  per- 
mitted to  come  as  an  oflSce  boy  and  have  the  use 
of  the  law  library-,  receiving  as  wages  the  sum  of 
$3  or  $4  a  week.  Out  of  this  he  had  to  pay  for  his 
board  and  washing.  The  walk  to  and  from  his 
uncle's  was  a  long  and  rugged  one;  and  although 
the  first  winter  was  a  memorably  severe  one,  his 
shoes  were  out  of  repair,  and  as  for  his  overcoat  he 
had  none;  yet  he  was,  nevertheless,  prompt  and 
regular.  On  the  first  day  of  his  service  there,  his 
senior  emploj-er  threw  down  a  copy  of  Black- 
stone  before  him,  with  a  bang  that  made  the  dust 
fly,  saying  "That's  where  they  all  begin."  A 
titter  ran  around  the  little  circle  of  clerks  and 
students,  as  they  thought  that  was  enough  to 
scare  young  Grover  out  of  his  plans;  but  in  due 
time  he  mastered  that  cumbersome  volume. 
Then,  as  ever  afterward,  however,  Mr.  Cleve- 
land exhibited  a  talent  for  executiveness  rather 
than  for  chasing  principles  through  all  their 
metaphysical  po.s.sibilities.  "Let  us  quit  talking 
and  go  and  do  it,"  was  practicall}-  his  motto. 

The  first  public  office  to  which  Mr.  Cleveland 
was  elected  was  that  of  Sheriff  of  Erie  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  which  Buffalo  is  situated;  and  in  such 
capacity  it  fell  to  his  duty  to  inflict  capital  punish- 
ment upon  two  criminals.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  with  especial  reference  to  bring- 
ing about  certain  reforms  in  the  administration 
of  the  municipal  affairs  of  that  citJ^  In  this  of- 
fice, as  well  as  in  that  of  Sheriff,  his  perfonnance 
of  duty  has  generally  been  considered  fair,  with 
possibly  a  few  exceptions,  which  were  ferreted 
out  and  magnified  during  his  Presidential  cam- 
paign. As  a  .specimen  of  his  plain  language  in 
a  veto  message,  we  quote  from  one  vetoing  an 


iniquitous  street-cleaning  contract:  "This  is  a 
time  for  plain  speech,  and  my  objection  to  your 
action  shall  be  plainly  stated.  I  regard  it  as  the 
culmination  of  a  most  bare-faced,  impudent  and 
shameless  scheme  to  betraj-  the  interests  of  the 
people  and  to  worse  than  squander  the  people's 
money."  The  New  York  Siui  afterward  verj- 
highly  commended  Mr.  Cleveland's  administra- 
tion as  Mayor  of  Buffalo,  and  thereupon  recom- 
mended him  for  Governor  of  the  Empire  State. 
To  the  latter  office  he  was  elected  in  18S2,  and 
his  administration  of  the  affairs  of  State  was 
generally  satisfactory.  The  mistakes  he  made, 
if  any,  were  made  ven,-  public  throughout  the  na- 
tion after  he  was  nominated  for  President  of  the 
United  States.  For  this  high  office  he  was 
nominated  July  11,  18S4,  by  the  National  Demo- 
cratic Convention  at  Chicago,  when  other  com- 
petitors wese  Thomas  F.  Baj-ard,  Roswell  P. 
Flower,  Thomas  A.  Hendricks,  Benjamin  F. 
Butler,  Allen  G.  Thurman,  etc. ;  and  he  was 
elected  by  the  people,  b}-  a  majority  of  about  a 
thousand,  over  the  brilliant  and  long-tried  Re- 
publican statesman,  James  G.  Blaine.  President 
Cleveland  resigned  his  office  as  Governor  of  New 
York  in  January,  18S5,  in  order  to  prepare  for 
his  duties  as  the  Chief  Executive  of  the  United 
States,  in  which  capacity  his  term  commenced  at 
noon  on  the  4lh  of  March,  1885. 

The  silver  question  precipitated  a  controversy 
between  those  who  were  in  favor  of  tlie  continu- 
ance of  silver  coinage  and  those  who  were  op- 
posed, Mr.  Cleveland  answering  for  the  latter, 
even  before  his  inauguration. 

On  June  2,  1S86,  President  Cleveland  married 
Frances,  daughter  of  his  deceased  friend  and  part- 
ner, Oscar  Fol.som,  of  the  Buffalo  Bar.  Their 
union  has  been  ble.ssed  by  the  birth  of  two  daugh- 
ters. In  the  campaign  of  1888,  President  Cleve- 
land was  renominated  bj-  his  party,  but  the 
Republican  candidate.  Gen.  Benjamin  Harri.son, 
was  victorious.  In  the  nominations  of  1892 
these  two  candidates  for  the  highest  position  in 
the  gift  of  the  people  were  again  pitted  against 
each  other,  and  in  the  ensuing  election  President 
Cleveland  was  victorious  by  an  over\vhelming 
majority. 
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gENJAMIN  HARRISON,  the  twenty-third 
President,  is  the  descendant  of  one  of  the 
historical  families  of  this  couutrj-.  The  first 
known  head  of  the  familj-  was  Maj .  -Gen.  Harrison, 
one  of  Oliver  Cromwell's  trn.sted  followers  and 
fighters.  In  the  zenith  of  Cromwell's  power  it  be- 
came the  dut}-  of  this  Harrison  to  participate  in 
the  trial  of  Charles  I.,  and  afterward  to  sign  the 
death  warrant  of  the  king.  He  subsequently 
paid  for  this  with  his  life,  being  hung  October  13, 
1660.  His  descendants  came  to  America,  and 
the  next  of  the  family  that  appears  in  history  is 
Benjamin  Harri.son,  of  Virginia,  great-grandfa- 
ther of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  after  whom 
he  was  named.  Benjamin  Harrison  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Continental  Congress  during  the  years 
'774.  1775  3"f1  1776,  and  was  one  of  the  original 
signers  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence.  He 
was  three  times  elected  Governor  of  Virginia. 

Gen.  William  Henry  Harri.son,  the  son  of  the 
distinguished  patriot  of  the  Revolution,  after  a 
successful  career  as  a  soldier  during  the  War  of 
1S12,  and  with  a  clean  record  as  Governor  of  the 
Northwestern  Territorj-,  was  elected  President  of 
the  United  States  in  1840.  His  career  was  cut 
short  by  death  within  one  month  after  his  in- 
augur.ntion. 

President  Harrison  was  born  at  North  Bend, 


Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  August  20,  1C33.  His  ' 
life  up  to  the  time  of  his  graduation  from  Miami 
University,  at  Oxford,  Ohio,  was  the  uneventful 
one  of  a  country  lad  of  a  family  of  small  means. 
His  father  was  able  to  give  him  a  good  education, 
and  nothing  more.  He  became  engaged  while  at 
college  to  the  daughter  of  Dr.  Scott,  Principal  of 
a  female  school  at  Oxford.  After  graduating,  he 
determined  to  enter  upon  the  .stud\-  of  law.  lie 
went  to  Cincinnati  and  there  read  law  for  two 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  j-oung  Har- 
rison received  the  only  inheritance  of  his  life — his 
aunt,  dying,  left  him  a  lot  valued  at  $800.  He 
regarded  this  legacy  as  a  fortune,  and  decided  to 
get  married  at  once,  take  this  money  and  go  to 
some  Eastern  town  and  begin  the  practice  of  law. 
He  sold  his  lot,  and,  with  the  money  in  his  pocket, 
he  started  out  with  his  young  wife  to  fight  for  a 
place  in  the  world.  He  decided  to  go  to  Indian- 
apolis, which  was  even  at  that  time  a  town  of 
promise.  He  met  with  slight  encouragement  at 
first,  making  scarcely  anything  the  first  year. 
He  worked  diligently,  applying  himself  clo.sely  to 
his  calling,  built  up  an  extensive  practice  and 
took  a  leading  rank  in  the  legal  profe.ssion. 

In  i860,  Mr.  Harrison  was  nominated  for  the 
position  of  Supreme  Court  Reporter,  and  then  Ix;- 
gan  his  experience  as  a  stump  speaker.     He  can- 
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vassed  the  State  thoroughh-,  and  was  elected  by 
a  handsome  majority.  In  1862  he  raised  the 
Seventeenth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  chosen  its 
Colonel.  His  regiment  was  composed  of  the  raw- 
est material,  but  Col.  Harrison  employed  all  his 
time  at  first  in  mastering  militan,- tactics  and  drill- 
ing his  men,  and  when  he  came  to  move  toward 
the  East  with  Sherman,  his  regiment  was  one  of 
the  best  drilled  and  organized  in  the  army.  At 
Resaca  he  especially  distinguished  him.self,  and 
!or  his  bravery  at  Peachtree  Creek  he  was  made 
a  Brigadier-General,  Gen.  Hooker  speaking  of 
him  in  the  most  complimentary  terms. 

During  the  absence  of  Gen.  Harrison  in  the 
field,  the  Supreme  Court  declared  the  office  of 
Supreme  Court  Reporter  vacant,  and  another 
person  was  elected  to  the  position.  From  the 
time  of  leaving  Indiana  with  his  regiment  until 
the  fall  of  1864  he  had  taken  no  leave  of  absence, 
but  having  been  nominated  that  year  for  the  same 
office,  he  got  a  thirty-day  leave  of  absence,  and 
during  that  time  made  a  brilliant  canvass  of  the 
State,  and  was  elected  for  another  term.  He  then 
started  to  rejoin  Sherman,  but  on  the  waj'  was 
stricken  down  with  scarlet  fever,  and  after  a  most 
trying  attack  made  his  way  to  the  front  in  time  to 
participate  in  the  clo.sing  incidents  of  the  war. 

In  1868  Gen.  Harrison  declined  a  re-election 
as  Reporter,  and  resumed  the  practice  of  law.  In 
1876  he  was  a  candidate  for  Governor.  Although 
defeated,  the  brilliant  campaign  he  made  won  for 
him  a  national  reputation,  and  he  was  much  sought 
after,  especially  in  the  East,  to  make  speeches. 
In  1880,  as  usual,  he  took  an  active  part  in  the 
campaign,  and  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate.  Here  he  serv'ed  for  six  years,  and  was 
known  as  one  of  the  ablest  men,  best  lawyers  and 
strongest  debaters  in  that  body.  With  the  ex- 
piration of  his  senatorial  term  he  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  becoming  the  head  of 
one  of  the  strongest  firms  in  the  State. 

The  political  campaign  of  1888  was  one  of  the 
most  memorable  in  the  histor\'  of  our  country. 
The  convention  which  assembled  in  Chicago  in 
June  and  named  Mr.  Harrison  as  the  chief  stind- 
ard-bearer  of  the  Republican  party  was  great  in 
every  particular,  and  on  t'lis  account,  and  the  at- 


titude it  assumed  upon  the  vital  questions  of  the 
day,  chief  among  which  was  the  tariflF,  awoke  a 
deep  interest  in  the  campaign  throughout  the 
nation.  Shortly  after  the  nomination,  delegations 
began  to  visit  Mr.  Harrison  at  Indianapolis,  his 
home.  This  movement  became  popular,  and  from 
all  sections  of  the  country  societies,  clubs  and 
delegations  journeyed  thither  to  pay  their  re- 
spects to  the  distinguished  statesman. 

Mr.  Harrison  spoke  daily  all  through  the  sum- 
mer and  autumn  to  these  visiting  delegations, 
and  .so  varied,  masterly,  and  eloquent  were  his 
-Speeches  that  they  at  once  placed  him  in  the  fore- 
most rank  of  American  orators  and  statesmen. 
Elected  by  a  handsome  majoritx',  he  ser\-ed  his 
country  faithfully  and  well,  and  in  1892  was  nom- 
inated for  re-election:  but  the  people  demanded  a 
change  and  he  was  defeated  by  his  predecessor 
in  office,  Grover  Cleveland. 

On  account  of  his  eloquence  as  a  speaker  and 
his  power  as  a  debater.  Gen.  Harrison  was  called 
upon  at  an  earl}-  age  to  take  part  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  great  questions  that  then  began  to 
agitate  the  country.  He  was  an  uncompromising 
anti-.slavery  man,  and  was  matched  against  some 
of  the  mo,st  eminent  Democratic  speakers  of  his 
State.  No  man  who  felt  the  touch  of  his  blat'.e 
desired  to  be  pitted  with  him  again.  With  all 
his  eloquence  as  an  orator  he  never  spoke  for  ora- 
torical effect,  but  his  words  always  went  like  bul- 
lets to  the  mark.  He  is  purely  American  in  his 
ideas,  and  is  a  splendid  type  of  the  American 
statesman.  Gifted  with  quick  perception,  a  logi- 
cal mind  and  a  read}'  tongue,  he  is  one  of  the 
most  distinguished  impromptu  speakers  in  the 
nation.  Many  of  these  speeches  .sparkled  with  the 
rarest  eloquence  and  contained  arguments  of  great 
weight,  and  many  of  his  terse  statements  have 
already  become  aphorisms.  Original  in  thought, 
precise  in  logic,  tense  in  statement,  yet  withal 
faultless  in  eloquence,  he  is  recognized  as  the 
sound  statesman  and  brilliant  orator  of  the  day. 
During  the  last  days  of  his  administration  Presi- 
dent Harrison  suffered  an  irreparable  loss  in  the 
death  of  his  devoted  wife,  Caroline  (Scott")  Har- 
rison, a  lad}'  of  many  womanly  charms  and  vir- 
tues.    The}-  were  the  parents  of  two  children. 
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HADRACH  BOND,  the  first 
Governor  of  Illinois  after  its 
organization  us  a  State,  serving 
from  1818  to  1822,  was  born  in 
Frederick  County,  Maryland, 
in  the  year  1773,  and  was 
raised  a  farmer  on  his  father's 
plantation,  receiving  only  a  plain 
English  education.  He  emigrated 
to  this  State  in  t794,  when  it  was  a 
part  of  the  "Northwest  Territory," 
continuing  in  the  vocation  in  which 
he  had  been  brought  up  in  his  native 
State,  in  the  "  New  Design,"  near 
Eagle  Creek,  in  what  is  now  Monroe 
County.  He  served  several  terms  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Indiana  Territory,  after  it  was  organized  as  such, 
and  in  1812-14  he  was  a  Delegate  to  the  Twelfth 
and  Thirteenth  Congresses,  taking  his  seat  Dec.  3, 
1812,  and  serving  until  Oct.  3,  1814.  These  were 
the  times,  the  reader  will  recollect,  when  this  Gov- 
ernment had  its  last  struggle  with  Great  Britain. 
The  year  1812  is  also  noted  in  the  history  of  this 
State  as  that  in  which  the  first  Territorial  Legislature 
was  held.  It  convened  at  Kaskaskia,  Nov.  25,  and 
adjourned  Dec.  26,  following. 

While  serving  as  Delegate  to  Congress,  Mr.  Bond 
was  instrumental  in  procuring  the  right  of  pre-emp- 
tion on  the  puljlic  domain.  On  the  expiration  of  his 
term  at  Washington  he  was  appointed  Receiver  of 
Public  Moneys  at  Kaskaskia,  then  the  capital  of  the 
Territory.      In   company    with  John   G.    Comyges, 


Thomas  H.  Harris,  Charles  Slade,  Michael  Jon«s, 
Warren  Brown.  Edward  Humphries  and  Charles  W 
Hunter,  he  became  a  proi)rietor  of  the  site  of  the 
initial  city  of  Cairo,  wliich  they  hoped,  from  its  favor- 
able location  at  the  junction  of  the  two  great 
rivers  near  the  center  of  the  Great  West,  would 
rapidly  develop  into  a  metropolis.  To  aid  the  enter- 
prise, they  obtained  a  s[)ecial  charter  from  tlie  Legis- 
lature, incor[)orating  both  the  City  and  the  Bank  of 
Cairo. 

In  i8t8  Mr.  Bond  was  elected  the  first  Governor 
of  the  State  of  Illinois,  being  inaugurated  Oct.  6 
that  year,  which  was  several  weeks  before  Illinois 
was  actually  admitted.  The  facts  are  these:  In 
January,  1818,  the  Territorial  Legislature  sent  a  peti- 
tion to  Congress  for  the  admission  of  Illinois  as  a 
State,  Nathaniel  Pope  being  then  Delegate.  The 
petition  was  granted,  fixing  the  northern  line  of  the 
State  on  the  latitude  of  the  southern  extremity  of 
Lake  Michigan ;  but  the  bill  was  afterward  so  amend- 
ed as  to  e.xtend  this  line  to  its  present  latitude.  In 
July  a  convention  was  called  at  Kaskaskia  to  draft  a 
constitution,  which,  however,  was  not  submitted  to 
the  people.  By  its  provisions,  supreme  judges,  pros 
ecuting  attorneys,  county  and  circuit  judges,  record- 
ers and  justices  of  the  peace  were  all  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor  or  elected  by  tlie  Legislature.  This 
constitution  was  accepted  by  Congress  Dec.  30.  At 
that  time  Illinois  comprised  but  eleven  counties, 
namely,  Randolph,  Madison,  Gallatin,  Johnson, 
Pope,  Jackson,  Crawford,  Bond,  Union,  Washington 
and  Franklin,  the  northern  portion  of  the  State  be- 
ing mainly  in  Madison  County.  Thus  it  appears 
that  Mr.  Bond  was   honored  by    the    naming  of  a 
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county  before  he  was  elected  Governor.  The  present 
county  of  Bond  is  of  small  limitations,  about  60  to  80 
miles  south  of  Springfield.  For  Lieutenant  Governor 
the  people  chose  Pierre  Menard,  a  prominent  and 
worthy  Frenchman,  after  whom  a  county  in  this  State 
is  named.  In  this  election  there  were  no  opposition 
candidates,  as  the  popularity  of  these  men  had  made 
their  promotion  to  the  chief  offices  of  the  Slate,  even 
before  the  constitution  was  drafted,  a  foregone  con- 
tlusion. 

The  principal  points  that  excited  the  people  in 
reference  to  political  issues  at  this  period  were  local 
or  "internal  improvements,"  as  they  were  called, 
State  banks,  location  of  the  capital,  slavery  and  the 
personal  characteristics  of  the  proposed  candidates. 
Mr.  Bond  represented  the  "  Convention  party,"  for 
introducing  slavery  into  the  State,  supported  by  Elias 
Ke  It  Kane,  his  Secretary  of  State,  and  John  Mc- 
Lean, while  Nathaniel  Pope  and  Jolin  P.  Cook  led 
the  anti-slavery  element.  The  people,  however,  did 
not  become  very  much  excited  over  this  issue  until 
1820,  when  the  f-imjus  Missouri  Compromise  was 
adopted  by  Congress,  limiting  slavery  to  the  south 
of  the  parallel  of  36"*  30'  except  in  Missouri.  While 
this  measure  settled  the  great  slavery  controversy, 
so  far  as  the  average  public  sentiment  was  tempor- 
arily concerned,  until  1854,  when  it  was  repealed 
under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  the  issue 
as  considered  locally  in  this  State  was  not  decided 
until  1824,  after  a  most  furious  campaign.  (See 
sketch  of  Gov.  Coles.)  The  ticket  of  1818  was  a 
compromise  one.  Bond  representing  (moderately)  the 
pro-slavery  sentiment  and  Menard  the  anti-slavery. 

An  awkward  element  in  the  State  government 
under  Gov.  Bond's  administration,  was  the  imperfec- 
tion of  the  State  constitution.  The  Convention 
wished  to  have  Elijah  C.  Berry  for  the  first  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts,  but,  as  it  was  believed  that  the 
new  Governor  would  not  appoint  him  to  the  office, 
tlie  Convention  declared  in  a  schedule  that  "  an 
auditor  of  public  accounts,  an  attorney  general  and 
such  other  officers  of  the  State  as  may  be  necessary, 
may  be  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly."  The 
Constitution,  as  it  stood,  vested  a  very  large  appoint- 
ing power  in  the  Governor;  but  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  one  man  into  office,  a  total  change  was  made, 
and  the  power  vested  in  the  Legislature.  Of  this 
provision  the  Legislature  took  advantage,  and  de- 


clared that  State's  attorneys,  canal  commissioners, 
bank  directors,  etc.,  were  all  '"  officers  of  the  State  ' 
and  must  therefore  be  appointed  by  itself  independ- 
ently of  the  Governor. 

During  Gov.  Bond's  administration  a  general  law 
was  passed  for  the  incorporation  of  academies  and 
towns,  and  one  authorizing  lotteries.  The  session  of 
1822  authorized  the  Governor  to  appoint  commis- 
sioners, to  act  in  conjunction  with  like  commissioners 
appointed  by  the  State  of  Indiana,  to  report  on  the 
practicability  and  expediency  of  improving  the  navi- 
gation of  the  Wabash  River;  also  inland  navigation 
generally.  Many  improvements  were  recommended, 
some  of  which  have  been  feebly  worked  at  even  till 
the  present  day,  those  along  the  Wabash  being  of  no 
value.  Also,  during  Gov.  Bond's  term  of  office,  the 
capital  of  the  State  was  removed  from  Kaskaskia  to 
Vandalia.  In  1820  a  law  was  passed  by  Congress 
authorizing  this  State  to  open  a  canal  through  the 
public  lands.  The  State  appointed  commissioners 
lo  explore  the  route  and  prepare  the  necessary  sur- 
veys and  estimates,  preparatory  to  its  execution; 
but,  being  unable  out  of  its  own  resources  to  defray 
the  expenses  of  the  undertaking,  it  was  abandoned 
until  some  time  after  Congress  made  the  grant  of 
land  for  the  purpose  of  its  construction. 

On  the  whole,  Gov.  Bond's  administration  was 
fairly  good,  not  being  open  to  severe  criticism  from 
any  party.  In  1824,  two  years  after  the  expiration 
of  his  term  of  office,  he  was  brought  out  as  a  candi- 
date for  Congress  against  the  formidaiile  John  P. 
Cook,  but  received  only  4,374  votes  tc  7,460  for  the 
latter.  Gov.  Bond  was  no  orator,  but  had  made 
many  fast  friends  by  a  judicioas  t-t::'jwment  of  his 
gubernatorial  patronage,  and  these  worked  zealously 
for  him  in  the  campaign. 

In  1827  ex-Gov.  Bond  was  appointed  by  the  Leg- 
islature, with  Wm.  P.  McKee  and  Dr.  Gershom 
Jayne,  as  Commissioners  to  locate  a  site  for  a  peni- 
tentiary on  the  Mississippi  at  or  near  Alton. 

Mr.  Bond  was  of  a  benevolent  and  convivial  dis- 
position, a  man  of  shrewd  observation  and  clear  ap- 
preciation of  events.  His  person  was  erect,  stand- 
ing six  feet  in  height,  and  after  middle  life  became 
portly,  weighing  200  pounds.  H's  features  were 
strongly  masculine,  complexion  dark,  hnir  jet  and 
eyes  hazel ;  was  a  favorite  witli  the  ladies.  He  die4 
April  II,  1830,  in  peace  and  ,ontentment 
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DWARD  COLES,  second 
Governor  of  Illinois,  1823- 
6,  was  born  Dec.  15,  1786, 
in  Albemarle  Co.,  Va.,  on 
the  old  family  estate  called 
"  Enniscorthy,"  on  the 
Green  Mountain.  His  fath- 
er, John  Coles,  was  a  Colonel  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Having  been  fit- 
ted for  college  by  private  tutors,  lie 
was  sent  to  Hampden  Sidney,  where 
he  remained  until  the  autumn  of  1805, 
when  he  was  removed  to  William  and 
Mary  College,  at  Williamsburg,  Va. 
This  college  he  left  in  the  summer  of 
1807,  a  short  time  before  the  final  and  graduating 
examination.  Among  his  classmates  were  Lieut. 
Gen.  Scott,  President  John  Tyler,  Wm.  S.  Archer, 
United  States  Senator  from  Virginia,  and  Justice 
Baldwin,  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court.  The 
President  of  the  latter  college,  Bishop  Madison,  was 
a  cousin  of  President  James  Madison,  and  that  cir- 
cumstance was  the  occasion  of  Mr.  Coles  becoming 
personally  acquainted  with  the  President  and  re- 
ceiving a  position  as  his  private  secretary,  1809-15. 
The  family  of  Coles  was  a  prominent  one  in  Vir- 
ginia, and  their  mansion  was  the  seat  of  the  old- 
fashioned  Virginian  hospitality.  It  was  visited  by 
such  notables  as  Patrick  Henry,  Jefferson,  Madison, 
Monroe,  the  Randolphs,  Tazewell,  Wirt,  etc.  At  the 
age  of  23,  young  Coles  founa  himself  heir  to  a  plant- 
ation and  a  considerable  number  of  slaves.  Ever 
since  his  earlier  college  days  his  attention  had  been 
drawn  \>  ilie  question  of  slavery.      He    read   every- 


thing on  tlie  subject  that  came  in  his  way,  and 
listened  to  lectures  on  the  rights  of  man.  The  more 
he  reflected  upon  the  subject,  the  more  impossible 
was  it  for  him  to  reconcile  the  immortal  declaration 
"that  all  men  are  born  free  and  equal  "  with  tlie 
practice  of  slave-holding.  He  resolved,  therefore,  to 
free  his  slaves  the  first  opportunity,  and  even  remove 
his  residence  to  a  free  State.  One  reason  which  de- 
termined iiim  to  accept  the  appointment  as  private 
secretary  to  Mr.  M  idison  was  because  he  believed 
that  through  the  acquaintances  he  could  make  at 
Washington  he  could  better  determine  in  what  par; 
of  the  non-slaveholding  portion  of  the  Union  he  woulc 
prefer  to  settle. 

The  relations  between  Mr.  Coles  and  President 
Madison,  as  well  as  Jefferson  and  other  distinguished 
men,  were  of  a  very  friendly  character,  arising  from 
the  similarity  of  their  views  on  the  question  0*"  slavery 
and  their  sympathy  for  each  other  in  holding  doc- 
trines so  much  at  variance  with  the  prevailing  senti 
ment  in  their  own  State. 

In  18^7,  he  resigned  his  secretaryship  and  spent  a 
portion  of  the  following  autumn  in  exploring  the 
Northwest  Territory,  for  the  purpose  of  finding  a  lo- 
cation and  purchasing  lands  on  which  to  settle  his 
negroes.  He  traveled  with  a  horse  and  buggy,  with 
an  extra  man  and  horse  for  emergencies,  through 
many  parts  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois  and  Missouri, 
determining  finally  to  settle  in  Illinois.  At  this  time, 
however,  a  misunderstanding  arose  between  our 
Government  and  Russia,  and  Mr.  Coles  was  selected 
to  repair  to  St.  Petersburg  on  a  special  mission,  bear- 
ing important  papers  concerning  the  inatler  at  issue 
The  result  was  a  conviction  of  the   Emperor   (Alex- 
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aiider)  of  the  error  committed  by  his  minister  at 
Washington,  and  the  consequent  withdrawal  of  the 
the  latter  from  the  post.  On  his  return,  Mr.  Coles 
visited  other  parts  of  Europe,  especially  Paris,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  Gen.  Lafayette. 

In  the  spring  of  iSig,  he  removed  with  all  his 
negroes  from  Virginia  to  Edwardsville,  111.,  with  the 
intention  of  giving  them  their  liberty.  He  did  not 
make  known  to  them  his  intention  until  one  beautiful 
morning  in  April,  as  they  were  descending  the  Ohio 
River.  He  lashed  all  the  boats  together  and  called 
all  the  negroes  on  deck  and  made  them  a  short  ad- 
dress, concluding  his  remarks  by  so  expressing  him- 
self that  by  a  turn  of  a  sentence  he  proclaimed  in 
the  shortest  and  fullest  manner  that  they  were  no 
longer  slaves,  but  free  as  he  was  and  were  at  liberty 
to  proceed  with  him  or  go  ashore  at  their  pleas- 
ure. A  description  of  the  effect  ujwn  the  negroes  is 
best  described  in  his  own  language  : 

"The  effect  upon  them  was  electrical.  They  stared 
at  me  and  then  at  each  other,  as  if  doubting  the  ac- 
curacy or  reality  of  what  they  heard.  In  breathless 
silence  they  stood  before  me,  unable  to  utter  a  word, 
but  with  countenances  beaming  with  exi^ression  which 
no  words  could  convey,  and  which  no  language 
can  describe.  As  they  began  to  see  the  truth  of 
what  they  had  heard,  and  realize  their  situation,  there 
came  on  a  kind  of  hysterical,  giggling  laugh.  After 
a  pause  of  intense  and  unutterable  emotion,  bathed 
in  tears,  and  with  tremulous  voices,  they  gave  vent  to 
their  gratitude  and  implored  the  blessing  of  God 
on  me." 

Before  landing  he  gave  them  a  general  certificate 
of  freedom,  and  afterward  conformed  more  particu- 
larly with  the  law  of  this  State  requiring  that  each 
individual  should  have  a  certificate.  This  act  of 
Mr.  Coles,  all  the  more  noble  and  heroic  considering 
the  overwhelming  pro-slavery  influences  surrounding 
him,  has  challenged  the  admiration  of  every  philan- 
thropist of  inodern  times. 

March  5,  1819,  President  Monroe  appointed  Mr. 
Coles  Registrar  of  the  Land  Office  at  Edwardsvihe, 
at  that  time  one  of  the  principal  land  offices  in  the 
State.  While  acting  in  this  capacity  and  gaining 
many  friends  by  his  ixiliteness  and  general  intelli- 
g«ice,  the  greatest  struggle  that  ever  occurred  in 
Illinois  on  the  slavery  ques'ion  culminated  in  the 
furious  contest  characterizing  the  campaigns  and 
elections  of  1822-4.  In  the  summer  of  1823,  when  a 
new  Governor  was  to  be  elected  to  succeed  Mr. 
Bond,  the  pro-slavery  element  divided  into  factions, 
putting  forward  for  the  executive  office  Joseph 
Phillips,  Chief  Justice  of  the  State,  Thomas  C. 
Browne  and  Gen.  James  B.  Moore,  of  the  State  Mil- 
itia. The  anti-slavery  element  united  upon  Mr. 
Coles,  and,  after  one  of  the  most  bitter  campaigns, 
succeeded  in  electing  him  as  Governor.  His  plural- 
ity over  Judge  PhiUips  was  only  59  in  a  total  vote  of 


over  S,ooo.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  was  elected 
by  the  slavery  men.  Mt.  Coles' inauguration  speech 
was  marked  by  calmness,  deliberation  and  such  a 
wise  expression  of  appropriate  suggestions  as  to 
elicit  the  sanction  of  all  judicious  politicians.  But 
he  compromised  not  with  evil.  In  his  message  to 
the  Legislature,  the  seat  of  Government  being  then 
at  Vandalia,  he  strongly  urged  the  abrogation  of  the 
modified  form  of  slavery  whi'-.h  then  existed  in  this 
State,  contrary  to  the  Ordinance  of  1787.  His  posi- 
tion on  this  subject  seems  the  more  remarkable,  when 
it  is  considered  that  he  was  a  minority  Governor,  the 
population  of  Illinois  being  at  that  time  almost  ex- 
clusively from  slave-holding  States  and  by  a  large 
majority  in  favor  of  the  perpetuation  of  that  old  relic 
of  barbarism.  The  Legislature  itself  was,  of  course, 
a  reflex  of  the  popular  sentiment,  and  a  majority  of 
them  were  led  on  by  fiery  men  in  denunciations  of 
the  conscientious  Governor,  and  in  curses  loud  and 
deep  upon  him  and  all  his  friends.  Some  of  the 
public  men,  indeed,  went  so  far  as  to  head  a  sort  of 
mob,  or  "  shiveree  "  party,  who  visited  the  residence 
of  the  Governor  and  others  at  Vandalia  and  yelled 
and  groaned  and  spat  fire. 

The  Constitution,  not  establishing  or  permitting 
slavery  in  this  State,  was  thought  therefore  to  be 
defective  by  the  slavery  politicians,  and  they  desired 
a  State  Convention  to  be  elected,  to  devise  and  sub- 
mit a  new  Constitution;  and  the  dominant  politics 
of  the  day  was  "Convention"  and  "anti-Conven- 
tion." Both  parties  issued  addresses  to  the  people. 
Gov.  Coles  himself  being  the  author  of  the  address 
published  by  the  latter  party.  This  address  revealed 
the  schemes  of  the  conspirators  in  a  masterly  .nan- 
ner.  It  is  diflScult  for  us  at  this  distant  day  to  esti- 
mate the  critical  and  extremely  delicate  situation  in 
which  the  Governor  was  placed  at  that  time. 

Our  hero  maintained  himself  honorably  and  with 
supreme  dignity  throughout  his  administration,  and 
in  his  honor  a  county  in  this  State  is  named.  He 
was  truly  a  great  man,  and  those  who  lived  in 
this  State  during  his  sojourn  here,  like  those  who 
live  at  the  base  of  the  mountain,  were  too  near  to  see 
and  recognize  the  greatness  thatovershadowed  them. 

Mr.  Coles  was  married  Nov.  28,  1833,  by  Bishop 
De  Lancey,  to  Miss  Sally  Logan  Roberts,  a  daughter 
of  Hugh  Roberts,  a  descendant  of  Welsh  ancestry, 
who  canii  to  this  country  with  Wm.    Penn  in    1682. 

After  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  Gov. 
Coles  continued  his  residence  in  Edwardsville,  sup- 
erintending his  farm  in  the  vicinity.  He  was  fond 
of  agriculture,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  first  agri- 
cultural society  in  the  State.  On  account  of  ill 
health,  however,  and  having  no  family  to  tie  him 
down,  he  spent  much  of  his  time  in  Eastern  cities. 
About  1832  he  changed  his  residence  to  fhiladel- 
phia,  where  lie  died  July  7,  iS68,  and  is  buried  at; 
Woodland,  near  that  city. 
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INIAN  EDWARDS,  Governor 
from  1827  to  1830,  was  a  son 
of  Benjamin  Edwards,  and 
was  born  in  Montgomery 
,/D  County,  Maryland,  in  March, 
"~~'  ^  1775-  His  domestic  train- 
'"  *■  ing  was  well  fitted  to  give 
his  mind  strength,  firmness  and 
lionorable  principles,  and  a  good 
foundation  was  laid  for  the  elevated 
character  to  which  he  afterwards 
attained.  His  parents  were  Bap- 
tists, and  very  strict  in  their  moral 
piinciples.  His  education  in  early 
youth  was  in  company  with  and 
partly  under  the  tuition  of  Hon.  Wm. 
Wirt,  whom  his  f.ither  patronized 
and  who  was  more  than  two  years 
older.  An  intimacy  was  thus 
formed  between  them  which  was  lasting  for  life.  He 
was  further  educated  at  Dickinson  College,  at  Car- 
lisle, Pa.  He  ne.\t  commenced  the  study  of  law,  hut 
before  completing  his  course  lie  moved  to  Nelson 
County,  Ky.,  to  open  a  farm  for  his  father  and  to 
purchase  homes  and  locate  lands  for  his  brothers  and 
sisters.  Here  he  fell  in  the  company  of  dissolute 
companions,  and  for  several  years  led  the  life  of  a 
spendthrift.  He  was,  however,  elected  to  the  Legis- 
lature of  Kentucky  as  the  Representative  of  Nelson 
County  before  he  was  2  t  years  of  age,  and  was  re- 
jected by  an  almost  unanimous  vote. 


In  179S  he  was  licensed  to  practice  law,  and  the 
following  year  was  admitted  to  the  Courts  of  Tennes- 
see. About  this  time  he  left  Nelson  County  for 
Russellville,  in  Logan  County,  broke  away  from  his 
dissolute  companions,  commenced  a  reformation  and 
devoted  himself  to  severe  and  laborious  study.  He 
then  began  to  rise  rapidly  in  his  profession,  and  soon 
became  an  eminent  lawyer,  and  inside  of  four  years 
he  filled  in  succession  the  offices  of  Presiding  Judge 
of  the  General  Court,  Circuit  Judge,  fourth  Judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  State, 
— all  before  he  was  32  years  of  age!  Li  addition,  in 
1802,  he  received  a  commission  as  Major  of  a  battal- 
ion of  Kentucky  militia,  and  in  1804  was  chosen  a 
Presidential  Elector,  on  the  Jefferson  and  Clinton 
ticket.  In  1806  he  was  a  candidate  for  Congress, 
but  withdrew  on  being  ])romoted  to  tlie  Court  of 
Appeals. 

Illinois  was  organized  as  a  separate  Territory  in 
the  spring  of  1809,  when  Mr.  Edwards,  then  Chief 
Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  Kentucky,  received 
from  President  Madison  the  apiwintment  as  Gover- 
nor of  the  new  Territory,  his  commission  bearing  date 
April  24,  1S09.  Edwards  arrived  at  Kaskaskia  in 
June,  and  on  the  i  ith  of  that  month  took  the  oath  of 
office.  At  the  same  time  he  was  appointed  Superin- 
tendent of  the  United  States  Saline,  this  Government 
interest  then  developing  into  considerable  proportions 
in  Southern  Illinois.  Although  during  the  first  three 
years  of  his  administration  he  had  the  ix)wer  to  make 
new  counties  and  apix)int  all  the  officers,  yet  he  always 
allowed  the  people  of  each  county,  by  an  informal 
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vote,  to  select  their  own  officers,  both  civil  and  mili- 
tary. The  noted  John  J.  Crittenden,  afterward 
United  States  Senator  from  Kentucky,  was  appointed 
by  Gev.  Edwards  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General  of 
the  Territory,  which  office  was  accepted  for  a  short 
time  only. 

The  Indians  in  tSio  committing  sundry  depreda- 
tions in  the  Territory,  crossing  the  Mississippi  from 
the  Territory  of  Louisiana,  a  long  correspondence  fol- 
lowed between  the  respective  Governors  concerning 
the  remedies,  which  ended  in  a  council  with  the  sav- 
ages at  Peoria  in  1812,  and  a  fresh  interpretation  of 
the  treaties.  Peoria  was  depopulated  by  these  de- 
predations, and  was  not  re-settled  for  many  years 
afterward. 

As  Gov.  Edwards'  term  of  office  expired  by  law  in 
1S12,  he  was  re-appointed  for  another  temi  of  three 
years,  and  again  in  1815  for  a  third  term,  serving 
until  the  organization  of  the  State  in  the  fall  of  181 8 
and  the  inauguration  of  Gov.  Bond.  At  this  time 
ex-Gov.  Edwards  was  sent  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  his  colleague  being  Jesse  B.  Thomas.  As 
Senator,  Mr.  Edwards  took  a  conspicuous  part,  and 
acquitted  himself  honorably  in  all  the  measures  that 
came  up  in  that  body,  being  well  posted,  an  able  de- 
tjater  and  a  conscientious  statesman.  He  thought 
seriously  of  resigning  this  situation  in  1821,  but  was 
ijersuaded  by  his  old  friend,  Wm.  Wirt,  and  others  to 
continue  in  office,  which  he  did  to  the  end  of  the 
term. 

He  was  then  appointed  Minister  to  Mexico  by 
President  Monroe.  About  this  time,  it  appears  that 
Mr.  Edwards  saw  suspicious  signs  in  the  conduct  of 
Wm.  H.  Crawford,  Secretary  of  the  United  States 
Treasury,  and  an  ambitious  candidate  for  the  Presi- 
dency, and  being  implicated  by  the  latter  in  some  of 
his  statements,  he  resigned  his  Mexican  mission  in 
order  fully  to  investigate  the  charges.  The  result 
was  the  exculpation  of  Mr.  Edwards. 

Pro-slavery  regulations,  often  termed  "Black  Laws," 
disgraced  the  statute  books  of  both  the  Territory  and 
.he  State  of  Illinois  during  the  whole  of  his  career  in 
/his  commonwealth,  and  Mr.  Edwards  always  main- 
tained the  doctrines  of  freedom,  and  was  an  important 
actor  in  the  great  struggle  which  ended  in  a  victory 
for  his  par'y  in  1824. 

In  t826-7  the  Winnebago  and  other  Indians  com- 
mitted soire  depredations  in  the  northern  part  of  the 


State,  and  the  white  settlers,  who  desired  the  lands 
and  wished  to  exasperate  the  savages  into  an  evacu- 
ation of  the  country,  magnified  the  misdemeanors  of 
the  aborigines  and  thereby  produced  a  hostility  be- 
tween the  races  so  great  as  to  precipitate  a  little  war, 
known  in  history  as  the  "  Winnebago  War."  A  few 
chases  and  skirmishes  were  had,  when  Gen.  Atkinson 
succeeded  in  capturing  Red  Bird,  the  Indian  chief, 
and  putting  him  to  death,  thus  ending  the  contest,  at 
least  until  the  troubles  commenced  which  ended  in 
the  "  Black  Hawk  War  "  of  1832.  In  the  interpre- 
tation of  treaties  and  execution  of  their  provisions 
Gov.  Edwards  had  much  vexatious  work  to  do.  The 
Indians  kept  themselves  generally  within  the  juris- 
diction of  Michigan  Territory,  and  its  Governor, 
Lewis  Cass,  was  at  a  point  so  remote  that  ready  cor- 
respondence with  him  was  difficult  or  impossible. 
Gov.  Edwards'  administration,  however,  in  regard  to 
the  protection  of  the  Illinois  frontier,  seems  to  hava 
been  very  efficient  and  satisfactory. 

For  a  considerable  pwrtion  of  his  time  after  his  re- 
moval to  Illinois,  Gov.  Edwards  resided  upon  his 
farm  near  Kaskaskia,  which  he  had  well  stocked  with 
horses,  cattle  and  sheep  from  Kentucky,  also  with 
fruit-trees,  grape-vines  and  shrubbery.  He  estab- 
lished saw  and  grist-mills,  and  engaged  extensively 
in  mercantilebusiness,  having  no  less  than  eight  or  ten 
stores  in  this  State  and  Missouri.  Notwithstanding 
the  arduous  duties  of  his  office,  he  nearly  always  pur- 
chased the  goods  himself  with  which  to  supply  the 
stores.  Although  not  a  regular  practitioner  of  medi- 
cine, he  studied  the  healing  art  to  a  considerable  e.x- 
tent,  and  took  great  pleasure  in  prescribing  for,  and 
taking  care  of,  the  sick,  generally  without  charge. 
He  was  also  liberal  to  the  poor,  several  widows  and 
ministers  of  the  gospel  becoming  indebted  to  him 
even  for  their  homes. 

He  married  Miss  Elvira  Lane,  of  Maryland,  in 
1803,  and  they  became  the  affectionate  parents  of 
several  children,  one  of  whom,  especially,  is  weh' 
known  to  the  people  of  the  "  Prairie  State,"  namely, 
Ninian  Wirt  Edwards,  once  the  Superintendent  c' 
Public  Instruction  and  still  a  resident  of  Springfield 
Gov.  Edwards  resided  at  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Kas- 
kaskia from  1809  to  1818;  in  Edwardsville  (named 
after  him)  from  that  time  to  1824;  and  from  the  lat- 
ter date  at  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  until  his 
death,  July  20,  1833,  of  Asiatic  cholera.  Edwards 
County  is  also  named  in  his  honor. 
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'..OHN  REYNOLDS, Governor  1831- 
|l  i^^  4,  was  born  in  Montgomery  Coun- 
*''  ty,  Pennsylvania,  Feb.  26,  1788. 
His  father,  Robert  Reynolds  and 
his  mother,  nee  Margaret  Moore, 
were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  from 
which  country  they  emigrated  to 
tlie  United  States  in  1785,  land- 
ing at  Philadelphia.  The  senior 
Reynolds  entertained  an  undying 
hostility  to  the  British  Govern- 
ment. When  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  about  six  months  old, 
his  parents  emigrated  with  him  to 
Tennessee,  where  many  of  their 
relatives  had  already  located,  at  the  base  of  the 
Copper  Ridge  Mountain,  about  14  miles  northeast  of 
the  present  city  of  Knoxville.  There  they  were  ex- 
posed to  Indian  depredations,  and  were  much  molest- 
ed by  them.  In  1794  they  moved  into  the  interior 
of  the  State.  They  were  poor,  and  brought  up  their 
children  to  habits  of  manual  industry. 

In  1800  the  family  removed  to  Kaskaskia,  111.,  with 
eight  horses  and  two  wagons,  encountering  many 
Hardships  on  the  way.  Here  young  Reynolds  passed 
the  most  of  his  childiiood,  while  his  character  began 
to  develop,  the  most  prominent  traits  of  which  were 
ambition  and  energy.  He  also  adopted  the  principle 
and  practice  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating 
liquors.     In  1807  the  family  made  another  removal. 
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this  time  to  the  "  Goshen  Settlement,"  at  the  foot  of 
the  Mississippi  bluffs  three  or  four  miles  southwest 
of  Edwardsville. 

On  arriving  at  his  20th  year,  Mr.  Reynolds,  seeing 
tiiat  he  must  look  about  for  his  own  livelihood  and 
not  yet  having  determined  what  calling  to  pursue, 
concluded  first  to  attend  college,  and  he  accordingly 
went  to  such  an  institution  of  learning,  near  Knox- 
ville, Tenn.,  where  he  had  relatives.  Imagine  his 
diffidence,  when,  after  passing  the  first  20  years  of 
his  life  without  ever  having  seen  a  carpet,  a  papered 
wall  or  a  Windsor  chair,  and  never  having  lived  in  a 
shingle-roofed  house,  he  suddenly  ushered  himself 
into  the  society  of  the  wealthy  in  the  vicinity  of 
Knoxville!  He  attended  college  nearly  two  years, 
going  through  the  principal  Latin  authors;  but  it 
seems  that  he,  like  the  rest  of  the  world  in  modem 
times,  had  but  very  little  use  for  his  Latin  in  after 
life.  He  always  failed,  indeed,  to  exhibit  any  good 
degree  of  literary  discipline.  He  commenced  the 
study  of  law  in  Knoxville,  but  a  pulmonary  trouble 
came  on  and  compelled  him  to  change  his  mode 
of  life.  Accordingly  he  returned  home  and  re- 
cuperated, and  in  1812  resumed  his  college  and 
law  studies  at  Knoxville.  In  the  fall  of  181 2  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar  at  Kaskaskia.  About  this  time 
he  also  learned  the  French  language,  which  he 
practiced  with  pleasure  in  conversation  with  his 
family  for  many  years.  He  regarded  this  language 
as  being  sujjerior  to  all  others  for  social   intercourse. 
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From  his  services  in  the  West,  in  the  war  of  1812, 
he  obtained  the  sobriquet  of  the  "  Old  Ranger."  He 
was  Orderly  Sergeant,  then  Judge  Advocate. 

Mr.  Reynolds  opened  his  first  law  office  in  the 
winter  and  spring  of  1814,  in  the  French  village  of 
Cahokia,  then  the  capital  of  St.  Clair  County. 

In  the  fall  of  1818  he  was  elected  an  Associate 
Justice  upon  the  Supreme  Bench  by  the  General 
Assembly.  In  1825  he  entered  more  earnestly  than 
ever  into  the  practice  of  law,  and  the  very  next  year 
was  elected  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  where  he 
acted  independently  of  all  cliques  and  private  inter- 
ests. In  1828  the  Whigs  and  Democrats  were  for 
the  first  time  distinctively  organized  as  such  in  Illi- 
nois, and  the  usual  party  bitterness  grew  up  and 
raged  on  all  sides,  while  Mr.  Reynolds  preserved  a 
'udicial  calmness  and  moderation.  The  real  animus 
if  the  campaign  was  "  Jackson  "  and  "  anti-Jackson," 
'he  former  party  carrying  the  State. 

In  August,  1830,  Mr.  Reynolds  was  elected  Gov- 
ernor, amid  great  excitement.  Installed  in  office,  he 
did  all  within  his  |X)wer  to  advance  the  cause  of  edu- 
cation, internal  improvements,  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal,  the  harbor  at  Chicago,  settling  the  coun- 
try, etc.;  also  reccmmended  the  winding  up  of  the 
State  Bank,  as  its  affairs  had  become  dangerously 
complicated.  In  his  national  politics,  hr  was  a 
moderate  supporter  of  General  Jackson.  But  the 
most  celebrated  event  of  his  gubernatorial  admin- 
istration was  the  Black  Hawk  War,  which  occurred 
in  1832.  He  called  out  the  militia  and  prosecuted 
the  contest  with  commendable  diligence,  appearing 
in  person  on  the  battle-grounds  during  the  most 
critical  periods.  He  was  recognized  by  the  President 
as  Major-General,  and  authorized  by  him  to  make 
treaties  vvith  the  Indians.  By  the  assistance  of  the 
general  Government  the  war  was  terminated  without 
much  bloodshed,  but  after  many  serious  fights.  This 
war,  as  well  as  everything  else,  was  materially  re- 
tarded by  the  occurrence  of  Asiatic  cholera  in  the 
West.  This  was  its  first  appearance  here,  and  was 
the  next  event  in  prominence  during  Gov.  Reynolds' 
\erm. 

South  Carolina  nullification  coming  up  at  this  time, 
t  was  heartily  condemned  by  both  President  Jackson 
t.nd  Gov.  Reynolds,  who  took  precisely  the  same 
grounds  as  the  Unionists  in  the  last  war. 

On  the  termination  of  his  gubernatorial  term  in 
,834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  Member  of  Con- 
gress, still  coi;sidering  himself  a  backwoodsman,  as 
■■-e  had  scarcely  been  outside  of  the  State  since  he 
became  of  age,  and  had  spent  nearly  all  his  youthful 
days  'r.  the  wildest  region  of  the  frontier.  His  first 
move  in  Congress  was  to  adopt  a  resolution  that  in 
all  elections  made  by  the  House  for  officers  the  votes 
should  be  given  viva  voce^  each  member  in  his  place 
naming  aloud  the  person  for  whom  he  votes.  This 
created  considerable  heated  discussion,  but  was  es- 


sentially adopted,  and  remained  the  controliing  prin- 
ciple for  many  years.  The  ex-Governor  was  scarcely 
absent  from  his  seat  a  single  day,  during  eight  ses- 
sions of  Congress,  covering  a  period  of  seven  years, 
and  he  never  vacillated  in  a  party  vote;  but  he  failed 
to  get  the  Democratic  party  to  foster  his  "  National 
Road  "  scheme.  He  says,  in  "  My  Own  Times  "  (a 
large  autobiography  he  published),  that  it  was  only 
by  rigid  economy  that  he  avoided  insolvency  while  in 
Washington.  During  his  sojourn  in  that  city  he  was 
married,  to  a  lady  of  the  place. 

In  1837,  while  out  of  Congress,  and  in  company 
with  a  few  others,  he  built  the  first  railroad  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  namely,  one  about  six  miles  long, 
leading  from  his  coal  mine  in  the  Mississippi  bluff"  to 
the  bank  of  the  river  opposite  St.  Louis.  Having  not 
the  means  to  purchase  a  locomotive,  they  operated  it 
by  horse-power.  The  next  spring,  however,  the  com- 
pany sold  out,  at  great  sacrifice. 

In  1839  the  ex-Governor  was  appointed  one  of  the 
Canal  Commissioners,  and  authorized  to  borrow 
money  to  prosecute  the  enterprise.  Accord'ngly,  he 
repaired  to  Philadelphia  and  succeeding  in  obtaining 
a  million  dollars,  which,  however,  was  only  a  fourth 
of  what  was  wanted.  The  same  year  he  and  his 
wife  made  at  our  of  Europe.  This  year,  also,  Mr. 
Reynolds  had  the  rather  awkward  little  responsibility 
of  introducing  to  President  Van  Buren  the  noted 
Mormon  Prophet,  Joseph  Smith,  as  a  "  Latter-Day 
Saint!  " 

In  1846  Gov.  Reynolds  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Legislature  from  St.  Clair  County,  more  particu 
larly  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  feasible  charter 
for  a  macadamized  road  from  Belleville  to  St.  Louis, 
a  distance  of  nearly  14  miles.  This  was  immediately 
built,  and  was  the  first  road  of  the  kind  in  the  Slate. 
He  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature  in  1852,  when 
he  was  chosen  Speaker  of  the  House.  In  i860,  aged 
and  infirm,  he  attended  the  National  Democratic 
Convention  at  Charleston,  S.  C,  as  an  anti-Douglas 
Delegate,  where  he  received  more  attention  from  the 
Southern  Delegates  than  any  other  member.  He 
supported  Breckenridge  for  the  Presidency.  After 
the  October  elections  foreshadowed  the  success  of 
Lincoln,  he  published  an  address  urging  the  Demo- 
crats to  rally  to  the  support  of  Douglas.  Immedi- 
ately preceding  and  during  the  late  war,  his  corre- 
spondence evinced  a  clear  sympathy  for  the  Southern 
secession,  and  about  the  first  of  March,  i86r,  he 
urged  upon  the  Buchanan  officials  the  seizure  of  the 
treasure  and  arms  in  the  custom-house  and  arsenal 
at  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  a  rather  talkative 
man,  and  apt  in  all  the  Western  phrases  and  catch- 
words that  ever  gained  currency,  besides  many  cun- 
ning and  odd  ones  of  his  own  manufacture. 

He  was  married  twice,  but  had  no  children.  He 
died  in  Belleville,  in  May,  1865,  just  after  the  close 
of  the  war. 
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ILLIAM  LEE  U.  EWING, 
Governor  of  Illinois  Nov.  3 
2  to  17,  1834,  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  and  probably 
of  Scotch  ancestry.  He  had 
•^  a  fine  education,  was  a  gentle- 
man of  polished  manners  and 
refined  sentiment.  In- 1830  John  Rey- 
nolds was  elected  Governor  of  the  State, 
and  Zadok  Casey  Lieutenant  Governor, 
and  for  the  principal  events  that  followed, 
and  the  characteristics  of  the  times,  see 
sketch  of  Gov.  Reynolds.  The  first  we 
see  in  history  concerning  Mr.  Ewing,  in- 
forms us  that  he  was  a  Receiver  of  Public 
Moi  eys  at  Vandalia  soon  after  the  organization  of 
t<ii.-  State,  and  that  the  public  moneys  in  his  hands 
vere  deposited  in  various  banks,  as  they  are  usually 
'.' tin  ■, 'resent  day.  In  1823  the  State  Bank  was 
ubbed,  by  which  disaster  Mr.  Ewing  lost  a  thousand- 
dollar  deposit. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  had  a  commission  as 
(  olonel  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  in  emergencies 
no  ac*ed  also  as  Major.  In  the  summer  of  1832, 
■^hen  i^^as  rumored  among  the  whites  that  Block 
Hawk  ar.d  "lis  men  had  encamped  somewhere  on 
Rock  River,  Gen.  Henry  was  sent  on  a  tour  of 
reconnoisance,  and  with  orders  to  drive  the  Indians 
from  the  State.  After  some  opposition  from  his 
!ubordinate  officers,  Henry  resolved  to  proceed  up 
Rock  River  in  search  of  the  enemy.  On  the  19th  of 
luly.   early  in  the    morning,    five   baggage    wagons. 


camp  equipage  and  all  heavy  and  cumbersome  arti- 
cles were  piled  up  and  left,  so  that  the  army  might 
make  speedy  and  forced  marches.  For  some  miles 
the  travel  was  exceedingly  bad,  crossing  swamps 
and  the  worst  thickets ;  but  the  large,  fresh  trail 
gave  life  and  animation  to  t!ie  Americans.  Gen. 
Dodge  and  Col.  Ewing  were  both  actmg  as  Majors, 
and  composed  the  "  spy  corps  "  or  vanguard  of  the 
army.  It  is  supposed  the  army  marched  nearly  50 
miles  tliis  day,  and  the  Indian  trail  they  followed 
became  fresher,  and  was  strewed  with  much  property 
and  trinkets  of  the  red-skins  tliat  tliey  had  lost  or 
thrown  away  to  hasten  their  march.  During  the 
following  night  there  was  a  terrific  thunder-storm,  and 
the  soldiery,  with  all  their  appurtenances,  were  thor- 
oughly drenched. 

On  approaching  nearer  the  Indians  the  next  day. 
Gen.  Dodge  and  Major  Ewing,  each  commanding  a 
battalion  of  men,  were  placed  in  front  to  bring  on  the 
battle,  but  the  savages  were  not  overtaken  tliis  day 
Forced  marches  were  continued  until  they  reached. 
Wisconsin  River,  where  a  veritable  battle  ensued, 
resulting  in  the  death  of  about  68  of  Black  Hawk's 
men.  The  next  day  they  continued  the  chase,  and 
as  soon  as  he  discovered  the  trail  of  the  Indians 
leading  toward  the  Mississippi,  Maj.  Ewing  formed 
his  battalion  in  orde'  of  battle  and  awaited  the  order 
of  Gen.  Henry.  The  latter  soon  appeared  on  the 
ground  and  ordered  a  charge,  which  directly  resulted 
in  chasing  the  red  warriors  across  the  great  river. 
Maj.  Ewing  and  his  command  proved  particularly 
efficient  in  war,  as  it  seems  they  were  the  chief  actors 
in  driving  the  main  body  of  the  Sacs  and  Foxes,  in- 
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eluding  Black  Hawk  himself,  across  the  Mississippi, 
while  Gen.  Atkinson,  commander-in-chief  of  the  ex- 
pedition, with  a  body  of  the  army,  was  hunting  for 
them  in  another  direction. 

In  tlie  above  affair  Maj.  Ewmg  is  often  referred  to 
as  a  "  General,"  which  title  he  had  derived  from  his 
connection  with  the  militia. 

It  was  in  the  latter  part  of  the  same  year  (1832) 
that  Lieutenant  Governor  Casey  was  elected  to  Con- 
gress and  Gen.  Ewing,  who  had  been  elected  to  the 
Senate,  was  chosen  to  preside  over  that  body.  At 
the  August  election  of  1834,  Gov.  Reynolds  was  also 
elected  to  Congress,  more  tlian  a  year  ahead  of  the 
time  at  which  he  could  actually  take  his  seat,  as  was 
then  the  law.  His  predecessor,  Charles  Slade,  had 
just  died  of  Asiatic  cholera,  soon  after  the  elec- 
tion, and  Gov.  Reynolds  was  chosen  to  serve  out  his 
unexpired  term.  Accordingly  he  set  out  for  Wash- 
ington in  November  of  that  year  to  take  his  seat  in 
Congress,  and  Gen.  Ewing,  by  virtue  of  his  office  as 
President  of  the  Senate,  became  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  his  term  covering  only  a  period  of 
15  dayS;  namely,  from  the  3d  to  the  17th  d.iys,  in- 
clusive, of  November.  On  the  17th  the  Legislature 
met,  and  Gov.  Ewing  transmitted  to  tliat  body  his 
message,  giving  a  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
affairs  of  the  State  at  that  time,  and  urging  a  contin- 
uance of  the  policy  adopted  by  his  predecessor ;  and 
on  the  same  day  Governor  elect  Joseph  Duncan 
was  sworn  into  office,  thus  relieving  Mr.  Ewing  from 


the  responsible  situation.  This  is  the  only  time  that 
such  a  juncture  has  happened  in  the  history  of  Illi- 
nois. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1835,  Gen.  Ewing  was 
elected  a  United  States  Senator  to  serve  out  the 
unexpired  term  of  Elias  Kent  Kane,  deceased.  The 
latter  gentleman  was  a  very  prominent  figure  in  the 
early  politics  of  Illinois,  and  a  county  in  this  State  is 
named  in  his  honor.  The  election  of  Gen.  Ewing  to 
the  Senate  was  a  protracted  struggle.  His  competi- 
tors were  James  Semple,  who  afterwards  held  several 
important  offices  in  this  State,  and  Richard  M. 
Young,  afterward  a  United  States  Senator  and  a 
Supreme  Judge  and  a  man  of  vast  influence.  On 
the  first  ballot  Mr.  Semple  had  25  votes.  Young  19 
and  Ewing  18.  On  the  eighth  ballot  Young  was 
dropped ;  the  ninth  and  tenth  stood  a  tie ;  but  on 
the  r2th  Ewing  received  40,  to  Semple  37,  and  was 
accordingly  declared  elected.  In  1837  Mr.  Ewing 
received  some  votes  for  a  continuance  of  his  term  in 
Congress,  when  Mr.  Young,  just  referred  to,  was 
elected.  In  1842  Mr.  Ewing  was  elected  State 
Audit'-r  on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Ford. 

Gen.  Ewing  was  a  gentleman  of  culture,  a  lawyer 
by  profession,  and  was  much  in  public  life.  In  persni; 
he  was  above  medium  height  and  of  heavy  build, 
with  auburn  hair,  blue  eyes,  large-sized  head  and 
short  face.  He  was  genial,  social,  friendly  and 
affable,  with  fair  talent,  though  of  no  high  degree  o' 
originality.    He  died  March  25,  1846. 
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OSEPH  DUNCAN,  Governor 
a  1S34-8,  was  born  at  Paris, 
af  Ky.,  Feb.  23,  1794.  At  the 
tender  age  of  19  years  he  en- 
isted  in  the  war  against  Great 
Britain,  and  as  a  soldier  he 
acquitted  liimself  with  credit.  He 
yfm>ri|  was  an  Ensign  under  the  daunt- 
^§d'W\  ^^^^  Croghan  at  Lower  Sandusky, 
S f  V  or  Fort  Stephenson.  In  IHinois 
e  first  appeared  in  a  public  capa- 
city as  Major-General  of  the  Militia, 
a  position  which  his  military  fame 
had  procured  him.  Subsequently 
he  became  a  State  Senator  from 
Jackson  County,  and  is  honorably 
mentioned  for  introducing  the  first  bill  providing  for 
a  frec-sciiool  system.  In  1826,  when  the  redoubt- 
able John  P.  Cook,  who  had  previously  beaten  such 
men  as  John  McLean,  Elias  Kent  Kane  and  ex- 
Gov.  Bond,  came  up  for  the  fourth  time  for  Congress, 
Mr.  Duncan  was  brought  forward  against  him  by  his 
friends,  greatly  to  the  surprise  of  all  the  politicians. 
^s  yet  he  was  but  little  known  in  the  State.  He  was 
an  original  Jackson  man  at  that  time,  being  attached 
to  his  political  fortune  in  admiration  of  the  glory  of 
his  militaiy  achievements.  His  chances  of  success 
against  Cook  were  generally  regarded  as  hopeless, 
hut  he  entered  upon  the  campaign  undaunted.  His 
speeches,  though  short  and  devoid  of  ornament,  were 
f'lll  of  good  sense.  He  made  a  diligent  canvass  of 
the  State,  Mr.  Cook  being  hindered  by  the  condition  of 
his  health.  The  most  that  was  expected  of  Mr. 
Duncan,  under  the  circumstances,  was  that  he  would 


obtain  a  respectable  vote,  but  without  defeating  Mr 
Cook.  The  result  of  the  campaign,  however,  was  a 
source  of  surprise  and  amazement  to  both  fiiL-nds 
and  foes,  as  Mr.  Duncan  came  out  64:  votes  ahead! 
He  received  6,321  votes,  and  Mr.  Cook  5,680.  Un- 
til this  denouement,  the  violence  of  party  feeling 
smoldering  in  the  breasts  of  the  people  on  account 
of  the  defeat  of  Jackson,  was  not  duly  appreciated. 
Aside  from  the  great  convention  struggle  of  1824,  no 
other  than  mere  local  and  perjonal  considerations 
had  ever  before  controlled  an  election  in  Illinois. 

From  the  above  date  Mr.  Duncan  retained  his 
seat  in  Co.igress  until  his  election  as  Governor  in 
.\ugust,  1834.  The  first  and  bloodless  year  of  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Rey- 
nolds to  the  position  of  Brigadier-General  of  the 
volunteers,  and  he  conducted  his  brigade  to  Rock 
Island.  But  he  was  absent  from  the  State,  in  Wash- 
ington, during  the  gubernatorial  campaign,  and  did 
not  personally  participate  in  it,  but  addressed  circu- 
lars to  his  constituents.  His  election  was,  indeed, 
attributed  to  the  circumstance  of  his  absence,  be- 
cause his  estrangement  from  Jackson,  formerly  his 
political  idol,  and  also  from  the  Democracy,  largely 
in  ascendency  in  the  State,  was  complete;  but  while 
his  defection  was  well  known  to  his  Whig  friends, 
and  even  to  the  leading  Jackson  men  of  this  State, 
the  latter  were  unable  to  carry  conviction  of  that  fact 
to  the  masses,  as  mail  and  newspaper  facilities  at 
that  day  were  far  inferior  to  those  of  the  present 
time.  Of  course  the  Governor  was  much  abused 
afterward  by  the  fossilized  Jackson  men  who  re- 
garded |)arty  ties  and  affiliations  as  ibove  all 
other  issues  that  could  arise;  but  he  was  douDtless 
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sincere  in  his  opposition  to  the  old  hero,  as  the  latter 
/;ad  vetoed  several  important  western  measures 
which  were  dear  to  Mr.  Duncan.  In  his  inaugural 
message  he  threw  off  the  mask  and  took  a  bold  stand 
ngain  St  the  course  of  the  President.  The  measures 
r.e  recommended  in  his  message,  however,  were  so 
desirable  that  the  Legislature,  although  by  a  large 
majority  consisting  of  Jackson  men,  could  not  refrain 
from  endorsing  them.  These  measures  related 
mainly  to  banks  and  internal  improvements. 

It  was  while  Mr.  Duncan  was  Governor  that  the 
people  of  Illinois  went  whirling  on  with  bank  and  in- 
ternal improvement  schemes  that  well  nigh  bank- 
nipted  the  State.  The  hard  times  of  1837  came  on, 
and  the  disasters  that  attended  the  inauguration  of 
ihese  plans  and  the  operation  of  the  banks  were  mu- 
tually charged  upon  the  two  political  parties.  Had 
any  one  man  autocratic  power  to  introduce  and 
carry  on  any  one  of  these  measures,  he  would  proba- 
bly have  succeeded  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  public; 
but  as  many  jealous  men  had  hold  of  the  same  plow 
handle,  no  success  followed  and  each  blamed  the  other 
for  the  failure.  In  this  great  vortex  Gov.  Duncan 
was  carried  along,  suffering  tlie  like  derogation  of 
character  with  his  fellow  citizens. 

At  the  height  of  the  excitement  the  Legislature 
"  provided  for  "  railroads  from  Galena  to  Cairo,  Alton 
to  Shawneetown,  Alton  to  Mount  Carmel,  Alton  to  the 
eastern  boundary  of  the  State  in  the  direction  of 
Terre  Haute,  Quincy  via  Springfield  to  the  WabasJi, 
Bloomington  to  Pekin,  and  Peoria  to  Warsaw, — in  all 
about  1,300  miles  of  road.  It  also  provided  for  the 
improvement  of  the  navigation  of  the  Kaskaskia, 
Illinois,  Great  and  Little  Wabash  and  Rock  Rivers  ; 
also  as  a  placebo.,  $200,000  in  money  were  to  be  dis- 
tributed to  the  various  counties  wherein  no  improve- 
ments were  ordered  to  be  made  as  above.  The 
estimate  for  the  expenses  for  all  these  projects  was 
:)laced  at  a  little  over  $10,000,000,  which  was  not 
more  man  half  enough!  That  would  now  be  equal  to 
saddling  upon  the  State  a  debt  of  $225,000,000  !  It 
was  sufficient  to  bankrupt  the  State  several  times 
over,   even   counting  all  the  possible  benefits. 

One  of  the  most  exciting  events  that  ever  occurred 
in  this  fair  State  was  the  murder  of  Elijah  P.  Love- 
ioy  in  the  fall  of  1837,  at  Alton,  during  Mr.  Duncan's 
term  as  Governor.  Lovejoy  was  an  "  Abolitionist," 
editing  the  Observer  at  that  place,  and  the  pro- 
slavery  slums  there  formed  themselves  into  a  mob, 


and  after  destroying  successively  three  presses  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Lovejoy,  surrounded  the  warehouse 
where  the  fourth  press  was  stored  away,  endeavoring 
to  destroy  it,  and  where  Lovejoy  and  his  friends 
were  entrenching  themselves,  and  shot  and  killed  the 
brave  reformer! 

About  this  time,  also,  the  question  of  removing  the 
State  capital  again  came  up,  as  the  20  years'  limit  for 
its  existence  at  Vandalia  was  drawing  to  a  close. 
There  was,  of  course,  considerable  excitement  over 
the  matter,  the  two  main  points  competing  for  it  be- 
ing Springfield  and  Peoria.  The  jealousy  of  tlie  lat- 
ter place  is  not  even  yet,  45  years  afterward,  fully 
allayed. 

Gov.  Duncan's  term  expired  in  1838.  In  1842 
he  was  again  proposed  as  a  candidate  for  the  Execu- 
tive chair,  this  time  by  the  Whig  party,  against  Adam 
W.  Snyder,  of  St.  Clair  County,  the  nominee  of  the 
Democrats.  Charles  W.  Hunter  was  a  third  candi- 
date for  the  same  position.  Mr.  Snyder,  however,  died 
before  the  campaign  had  advanced  very  far,  and  his 
party  substituted  Thomas  Ford,  who  was  elected 
receiving  46,901  votes,  to  38,584  for  Duncan,  and 
909  for  Hunter.  The  cause  of  Democratic  success 
at  this  time  is  mainly  attributed  to  the  temporary 
support  of  the  Mormons  which  they  enjoyed,  and  the 
want  of  any  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  the  masses, 
ihat  Mr.  Ford  was  opposed  to  any  given  jwlicy  en- 
tertained in  the  respective  localities. 

Gov.  Duncan  was  a  man  of  rather  limited  educa- 
tion, but  with  naturally  fine  abilities  he  profited 
greatly  by  his  various  public  services,  and  gathered 
a  store  of  knowledge  regarding  public  affairs  which 
served  him  a  ready  purpose.  He  possessed  a  clear 
judgment,  decision,  confidence  in  himself  and  moral 
courage  to  carry  out  his  convictions  of  right.  In  his 
deportment  he  was  well  adapted  to  gain  the  admira- 
tion of  the  people.  His  intercourse  witli  them  was 
both  affable  and  dignified.  His  portrait  at  the  Gov- 
ernor's mansion,  from  which  the  accompanying  was 
made,  represents  him  as  having  a  swarthy  complex- 
ion, high  cheek  bones,  broad  forehead,  piercing  black 
eyes  and  straight  black  hair. 

He  was  a  liberal  patron  of  the  Illinois  ("oUege  at 
Jacksonville,  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Trustees,  and 
died,  after  a  short  illness,  Jan.  15,  1844,  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  leaving  a  wife 
but  no  children.  Two  children,  born  to  them,  had 
died  in  infancy. 
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"^'*>HOMAS  c:ARLIN,  the  sixth 
Governor  of  tlic  Slate  of 
Illinois,  servhi};  from  1838 
to  1842,  was  also  1  Ken- 
tuckian,  being  born  near 
Frankfort,  that  State,  July 
18,  1789,  of  Irish  paternity. 
The  opportunities  for  an  education 
being  very  meager  in  his  native 
|)lace,  he,  on  ai)i)roacliing  years  of 
jud  ;ment  and  maturity,  applied 
himself  to  those  branches  of  learn- 
ing that  seemed  most  important, 
and  thus  became  a  self-made  man  ; 
and  his  taste  for  rer.ding  and 
study  remained  with  him  through 
life.  In  1803  his  father  removed 
to  Missouri,  then  a  part  of  "  New  Spain,"  where  he 
died  in  1810. 

In  1812  young  Carlin  came  to  Illinois  and  partici- 
pated in  all  the  "ranging"  service  incident  to  the 
war  of  that  period,  proving  himself  a  soldier  of  un- 
daunted bravery.  In  (S14  he  married  Rebecca 
Huitt,  and  lived  for  four  years  on  the  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  River,  op[)osite  the  mouth  of  the  Mis- 
sc-ri,  where  he  followed  farming,  and  then  removed 
to  Greene  County.  He  located  the  town  site  of  Car- 
re'ton,  in  that  county,  and  in  1825  made  a  liberal 
donation  of  land  for  county  building  purposes.  He 
was  the  first  Siieriff  of  that  county  after  its  separate 
organization,  and  afterward  was  twice  elected,  as  a 
Jackson  Democrat,  to  the  Illinois  Senate.  In  the 
Black  Hawk  War  he  commanded  a  spy  battalion,  a 
post  of  considerable  danger.  In  1834  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Jackson  to  the  [X)sition  of 
Receiver  of  Pul)lic  Mon-ys,  and  to  fulfill   the  office 


more  conveniently  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Quincy. 

While,  in  18,58,  tlie  unwieldy  internal  improvement 
system  of  the  State  was  in  full  operation,  with  all  its 
expensive  machinery,  amidst  bank  suspensions 
throughout  the  United  States,  a  great  stringency  in 
the  money  market  everywhere,  and  Illinois  bonds 
forced  to  sale  at  a  heavy  discount,  and  the  "  hardest 
times"  existing  that  the  people  of  the  Prairie  State 
ever  saw,  the  general  election  of  State  officers  was 
ap[)roaching.  Discreet  men  who  had  cherished  the 
hope  of  a  speedy  SLibsidence  of  the  public  infatua- 
tion, met  with  disappointment.  A  Governor  and 
Legislature  were  to  be  elected,  and  these  were  now 
looked  forward  to  for  a  repeal  of  the  ruinous  State 
policy.  But  the  grand  schemt;  had  not  yet  lost  its 
dazzling  influence  upon  the  minds  of  the  people. 
Time  and  cx[)erience  had  not  yet  fully  demonstrated 
its  utter  absurdity.  Hence  the  question  of  arresting 
its  career  of  profligate  ex|)enditures  did  not  become 
a  leading  one  with  the  dominant  party  during  the 
campaign,  and  most  of  the  old  members  of  the  Leg 
islatuie  were  returned  at  this  election. 

Under  these  circumstances  the  Democrats,  in  State 
Convention  assembled,  nominated  Mr.  Carlin  for  the 
office  of  Govjrnor,  and  S.  H.  Anderson  for  Lieuten- 
ant Governor,  while  the  Whigs  nominated  Cyrus  Ed- 
wards, brotherof  Ninian  Edwards,  formerly  Governor, 
and  W.  H.  Davidson.  Edwards  came  out  strongly 
for  a  continuance  of  the  State  policy,  while  Car.'i;- 
remained  non-committal.  This  was  the  first  time 
that  the  two  main  political  parties  in  this  State  were 
unembar'assed  by  any  third  party  in  the  field.  The 
result  of  the  ele;tion  was:  Carlin,  35,573 ;  Ander- 
son, 30,335  ;  Edwards,  29,629 ;  and   Davidson,  28,- 
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Uix>n  the  meeting  of  the  subsequent  Legislature 
(1839),  the  retiring  Governor  CDuncan")  in    his  mcs- 
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sage  spoke  in  emphatic  terms  of  the  impoUcy  of  the 
internal  improvement  system,  presaging  the  evils 
threatened,  and  uiged  that  body  to  do  their  utmost 
to  correct  the  great  error ;  yet,  on  the  contrary,  the 
Legislature  not  only  decided  to  continue  the  policy 
but  also  added  to  its  burden  by  voting  more  appro- 
priations and  ordering  more  improvements.  Although 
the  money  market  was  still  stringent,  a  further  loan 
of  $4,000,000  was  ordered  for  the  Illinois  &  Mich- 
igan Canal  alone.  Cn>cago  at  that  time  began  to 
loom  up  and  promise  to  be  an  important  city,  even 
the  great  emporium  of  the  West,  as  it  has  since  in- 
deed came  to  be.  Ex-Gov.  Reynolds,  an  incompe- 
tent financier,  was  commissioned  to  effect  the  loan, 
and  accordingly  hastened  to  the  East  on  this  respons- 
ible errand,  and  negotiated  the  loans,  at  considera- 
ble sacrifice  to  the  State.  Besides  this  embarrassment 
to  Carlin's  administration,  the  Legislature  also  de- 
clared that  he  had  no  authority  to  apjxjint  a  Secretary 
of  State  until  a  vacancy  existed,  and  A.  P.  Field,  a 
Whig,  who  had  already  held  the  post  by  appointment 
.hrough  three  administrations,  was  determined  to 
keep  the  place  a  while  longer,  in  spite  of  Gov.  Car- 
lin's preferences.  The  course  of  the  Legislature  in 
this  regard,  however,  was  finally  sustained  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  a  quo  warranto  case  brought  up 
before  it  by  John  A.  McClernand,  whom  the  Gov- 
ernor had  nominated  for  the  office.  Thereupon  that 
dignified  body  was  denounced  as  a  "Whig  Court!" 
endeavoring  to  establish  the  principle  of  life-tenure 
of  office. 

A  new  law  was  adopted  re-organizing  the  Judici- 
ary, and  under  it  five  additional  Supreme  Judges 
were  elected  by  the  Legislature,  namely,  Thomas 
Ford  (afterward  Governor),  Sidney  Breese,  Walter  B. 
Scares,  Samuel  H.  Treat  and  Stephen  A.  Douglas — 
all  Democrats. 

It  was  during  Cov.  Carlin's  administration  that  the 
noisy  campaign  of  "  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too  "  oc- 
curred, resulting  in  a  Whig  victory.  This,  however, 
did  net  affect  Illinois  politics  very  seriously. 

Another  prominent  event  in  the  West  during  Gov. 
Carlin's  term  of  office  was  the  excitement  caused  by 
the  Mormons  and  their  removal  from  Independence, 
Mo.,  to  Nauvoo,  111.,  in  1840.  At  the  same  time 
they  began  to  figure  somewhat  in  State  politics.  On 
account  of  their  believing — as  they  thought,  accord- 
ing to  the  New  Testament — that   they  should   have 


"  all  things  common,"  and  that  consequently  "  all 
the  earth  "  and  all  that  is  upon  it  were  the"  Lord's  " 
and  therefore  the  property  of  his  "  saints,"  they 
were  suspected,  and  correctly,  too,  of  committing 
many  of  the  deeds  of  larceny,  robbery,  etc.,  that 
were  so  rife  throughout  this  country  in  those  days. 
Hence  a  feeling  of  violence  grew  up  between  the 
Mormons  and  "anti-Mormons."  In  the  State  of 
Missouri  the  Mormons  always  supported  the  Dem- 
ocracy until  they  were  driven  out  by  the  Democratic 
government,  when  they  turned  their  support  to  the 
Whigs.  They  were  becoming  numerous,  and  in  the 
Legislature  of  1840-1,  therefore,  it  became  a  matter 
of  great  interest  with  both  parties  to  conciliate  these 
people.  Through  the  agency  of  one  John  C.  Ben- 
nett, a  scamp,  the  Mormons  succeeded  in  rushing 
through  the  Legislature  (both  parties  not  daring  to 
oppose)  a  charter  for  the  city  of  Nauvoo  which  vir- 
tually erected  a  hierarchy  co-ordinate  with  the  Fed- 
eral Government  itself.  In  the  fall  of  1841  the 
Governor  of  Missouri  made  a  demand  upon  Gov. 
Carlin  for  the  body  of  Joe  Smith,  the  Mormon  leader, 
as  a  fugitive  from  justice.  Gov.  Carlin  issued  thj 
writ,  but  for  some  reason  it  was  returned  unserved. 
It  was  again  issued  in  1842,  and  Smith  was  arrested, 
but  was  either  rescued  by  his  followers  or  discharged 
by  the  maaicipal  court  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

In  December,  1841,  the  Democratic  Convention 
nominated  .\daui  W.  Snyder,  of  Belleville,  for  Gov- 
ernor. As  he  had  been,  as  a  member  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, rather  friendly  to  the  Mormons,  the  latter 
naturally  turned  their  support  to  the  Democratic 
party.  The  next  spring  the  Whigs  nominated  Ex- 
Gov.  Duncan  for  the  same  office.  In  the  meantime 
the  Mormons  began  to  grow  more  odious  to  the 
masses  of  the  people,  and  tlie  comparative  prospects 
of  the  respective  parties  for  success  became  very 
problematical.  Mr.  .Snyder  died  in  May,  and 
Thomas  Ford,  a  Supreme  Judge,  was  substituted  as 
a  candidate,  and  was  elected. 

At  the  close  of  his  gubernatorial  term,  Mr.  Carlin 
removed  back  to  his  old  home  at  Carrollton,  where 
he  spent  the  remainder  of  liis  life,  £.;  before  his  ele- 
vation to  office,  in  agricultural  pursuits.  In  1849 
he  served  out  the  unexpired  term  of  J.  D.  Fry  in  the 
Illinois  House  of  Representatives,  and  died  Feb.  4, 
1852,  at  his  residence  at  Carrollton,  leaving  a  wife 
and  seven  children. 
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jHOMAS  FORD,  Governor 
from  1842  to  1846,  and  au- 
thor of  a  very  interesting 
history  ot'  lUinois,  was  born 
at  Uniontuwn,  Pa.,  in  the 
year  r  800.  His  mother,  after 
the  deatli  of  her  first  hus- 
band (Mr.  Forquer),  married  Rob- 
ert Fotd,  who  was  killed  in  1802, 
by  the  Indians  in  the  mountains 
of  Pennsylvania.  She  was  conse- 
quently left  in  indigent  circum- 
stances, with  a  large  family,  mostly 
girls.  With  a  view  to  better  her 
condition,  she,  in  1804,  removed  to 
Missouri,  where  it  had  been  cus- 
tomary by  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment to  give  land  to  actual  settlers;  but  upon  her 
arrival  at  St.  Louis  she  found  the  country  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  liberal  policy  toward  set- 
tlers changed  by  the  new  ownership.  After  some 
sickness  to  herself  and  family,  she  finally  removed  to 
Illinois,  and  settled  some  three  miles  south  of  Water- 
loo, but  the  following  year  moved  nearer  the  Missis- 
sippi   bluffs.      Here    young    Ford    received    his   first   i 


schooling,  under  the  instructions  of  a  M",  Humphrey, 
for  which  he  had  to  walk  three  miles.  His  mother, 
though  lacking  a  thorough  education,  was  a  woman 
of  superior  mental  endowments,  joined  to  energy 
and  determination  of  character.  She  inculcated  in' 
her  children  those  high-toned  principles  which  dis- 
tinguished her  sons  in  public  life.  She  exercised  a 
rigid  economy  to  provide  her  children  an  education ; 
but  George  Forquer,  her  oldest  son  (six  years  older 
than  Thomas  Ford),  at  an  early  age  had  to  quit 
school  to  aid  by  his  labor  in  the  support  of  the  family. 
He  afterward  became  an  eminent  man  in  Illinois 
affairs,  and  but  for  his  early  death  would  probably 
have  been  elected  to  the  United  States  Senate. 

Young  Ford,  with  somewhat  better  opportunities 
received  a  better  education,  though  limited  to  the 
curriculum  of  the  common  school  of  those  pioneer 
times.  His  mind  gave  early  promise  of  superior  en- 
dowments, with  an  inclination  for  mathematics.  His 
proficiency  attracted  the  attention  of  Hon.  Daniel  P. 
Cook,  who  became  his  efficient  patron  and  friend 
The  latter  gentleman  was  an  eminent  Illinois  stales- 
man  who,  as  a  Member  of  Congress,  obtained  a  grant 
of  300,000  acres  of  land  to  aid  in  completing  the 
Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal,  and  after  whom  tiie 
county  of  Cook  was  named.     Through  the  advice  of 
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this  gentleman,  Mr.  Ford  turned  his  attention  to  the 
study  of  law;  but  Forquer,  then  merchandising,  re- 
garding his  education  defective,  sent  him  to  Transyl- 
vania University,  where,  however,  he  remained  but 
one  term,  owing  to  Forquer's  failure  in  business.  On 
his  return  he  alternated  his  law  reading  with  teach- 
ii-.g  school  for  supi^ort. 

In  1829  Gov.  Edwards  a|Dpointed  him  Prosecuting 
Attorney,  and  in  i83r  he  was  re-appointed  by  Gov. 
Reynolds,  and  after  that  he  was  four  times  elected  a 
Judge  by  the  Legislature,  without  opposition,  twice  a 
Circuit  Judge,  once  a  Judge  of  Chicago,  and  as  As- 
sociate Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court,  when,  in  1841, 
the  latter  tribunal  was  re-organized  by  the  addition 
of  five  Judges,  all  Democrats.  Ford  was  assigned  to 
the  Ninth  Judicial  Circuit,  and  while  in  this  capacity 
he  was  holding  Court  in  Ogle  County  he  received  a 
notice  of  his  nomination  by  the  Democratic  Conven- 
tion for  the  office  of  Governor.  He  inunediately  re- 
signed his  place  and  entered  upon  the  canvass.  In 
August,  1842,  he  was  elected,  and  on  the  8th  of  De- 
cember following  he  was  inaugurated. 

All  the  offices  which  lie  had  held  were  unsolicited 
by  him.  He  received  them  upon  the  true  Jefferson- 
ian  principle, — Never  to  ask  .vnd  never  to  refuse 
office.  Both  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  Judge  he  stood 
deservedly  high,  but  his  cast  of  intellect  fitted  him 
rather  for  a  writer  upon  law  than  a  practicing  advo- 
cate in  the  courts.  In  the  latter  capacity  he  was  void 
of  the  moving  power  of  eloquence,  so  necessary  to 
success  with  juries.  As  a  Judge  his  opinions  were 
•jound,  lucid  and  able  expositions  of  the  law.  In 
practice,  he  was  a  stranger  to  the  tact,  skill  and  in- 
sinuating address  of  the  politician,  but  he  saw  through 
.;he  arts  of  demagogues  as  well  as  any  man.  He  was 
plain  in  his  demeanor,  so  mucli  so,  indeed,  tli.it  at 
one  time  after  the  expiration  of  his  term  of  office, 
during  a  session  of  the  Legislature,  he  was  taken  by 
a  stranger  to  be  a  seeker  for  the  position  of  door- 
keeper, and  was  waited  upon  at  his  hotel  near  mid- 
night by  a  knot  of  small  office-seekers  with  the  view 
of  effecting  a  "combination  !  " 

Mr.  Ford  had  not  the  "  brass  "  of  the  ordinary 
politician,  nor  that  impetuosity  which  characterizes  a 
political  leader.  He  cared  little  for  money,  and 
hardly  enough  for  a  decent  support.  In  person  he 
was  of  small  stature,  slender,  of  dark  complexion, 
with  black  hair,  sharp  features,  deep-set  eyes,  a 
pointed,  aquiline  nose  having  a  decided  twist  to  one 
side,  and  a  small  mouth. 

The  three  most  important  events  in  Gov.  Ford's 
administration  were  the  establishment  of  the  high 
financial  credit  of  the  State,  the  "  Mormon  War  "and 
;he  Mexican  War. 

In  the  first  of  these  the  Governor  proved  himself 
to  be  eminently  wise.  On  coming  into  office  he  found 
the  State  badly  paralyzed  by  the  ruinous  effects  of 
the   notorious  "  internal  improvement "   schemes   of 


the  preceding  decade,  with  scarcely  anything  to 
show  by  way  of  "improvement."  The  enterprise 
that  seemed  to  be  getting  ahead  more  than  all  the 
rest  was  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  As  this 
promised  to  be  the  most  important  thoroughfare, 
feasible  to  the  people,  it  was  well  under  headway  in 
its  construction.  Therefore  the  State  policy  was 
almost  concentrated  upon  it,  in  order  to  rusli  it  on  tc 
completion.  The  bonded  indebtedness  of  the  State 
was  growing  so  large  as  to  frighten  the  people,  and 
they  were  about  ready  to  entertain  a  proposition  for 
repudiation.  But  the  Governor  had  the  foresight  to 
recommend  such  measures  as  would  maintain  the 
public  credit,  for  which  every  citizen  to-day  feels 
thankful. 

But  perhaps  the  Governor  is  remembered  more  for 
his  connection  with  the  Mormon  troubles  than  for 
anything  else;  for  it  was  during  his  term  of  office 
that  the  "  Latter- Day  Saints  "  became  so  strong  at 
Nauvoo,  built  tlieir  temple  there,  increased  their  num- 
bers throughout  thecounf-y,  committed  misdemean- 
ors, taught  dangerous  doctrines,  suffered  the  loss  of 
their  leader,  Jo  Smith,  by  a  violent  death,  were  driven 
out  of  Nauvoo  to  the  far  West,  etc.  Having  been  a 
Judge  for  so  many  years  previously,  Mr.  Ford  of 
course  was  no  i-committal  concerning  Mormon  affairs, 
and  was  ilierefore  claimed  by  both  parties  and  also 
accused  by  each  of  sympathizing  too  greatly  with  the 
other  side.  Mormonism  claiming  to  be  a  system  of 
religion,  tlie  Governor  no  doubt  was  "between  two 
fires,"  and  felt  compelled  to  touch  the  matter  rather 
"  gingerly,"  and  doubtless  felt  greatly  relieved  when 
that  pestilential  people  left  the  State.  Such  compli- 
cated matters,  especially  when  religion  is  mixed  up 
with  them,  expose  every  person  participating  in 
them  to  criticism  from  all  parties. 

The  Mexican  War  was  begun  in  the  spring  of 
1845,  and  was  continued  into  the  gubernatorial  term 
of  Mr.  Ford's  su  .cesser.  The  Governor's  connection 
with  this  war,  however,  was  not  conspicuous,  as  it 
was  only  administrative,  commissioning  officers,  etc. 

Ford's  "  History  of  Illinois  "  is  a  very  readable  and 
entertaining  work,  of  450  small  octavo  pages,  and  is 
destined  to  increase  in  value  with  the  lapse  of  time. 
It  exhibits  a  natural  flow  of  compact  and  forcible 
thought,  never  failing  to  convey  the  nicest  sense.  In 
tracing  with  his  trenchant  pe)i  the  devious  operations 
of  the  professional  politician,  in  which  he  is  inimit- 
able, his  account  is  open,  perhaps,  to  the  objection 
that  all  his  contemporaries  are  treated  as  mere  place- 
seekers,  while  many  of  them  have  since  been  judged 
by  the  people  to  be  worthy  statesmen.  His  writings 
seem  slightly  open  to  the  criticism  tliat  they  exhibit 
a  little  splenetic  partiality  against  those  of  his  con- 
temixjraries  who  were  prominent  during  his  term  of 
office  as  Governor. 

The  death  of  Gov.  Ford  took  place  at  Peoria,  IlL, 
Nov.  2,  i8"io. 
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iUGUSTUS  C.    FRKNCH. 
Governor   of  Illinois  from 
1846   to   1852,  was  born  in 
the    town  of  Hill,  in    the 
State  of    New  Hani|)shire, 
Aug.   2,  1808.     He  was  a 
descendant   in    the   fourth 
generation  ot   Natlianiel 
French,  who  emigrated   from    England 
in  16S7  and  settled  in  Saybury,  Mass. 
Ill  early  life  young  French  lost   his 
father,    but  continued    to    receive   in- 
struction   from    an     exemplary     and 
Christian  mother  until  he  was  19  years 
old,  when  she  also  died,  confiding  to 
his  care  and  trust  four  younger  broth- 
ers and   one  sister.     He  discharged   his  trust  with 
parental   devotion.     His   education   in  early  life  was 
Euch  mainly  as  a  common  school   afforded.     For  a 
Ijrief  period    he    attended    Dartmoutli    College,    but 
from   pecuniary  causes  and  the  care  of  his  brothers 
and  sister,  he  did  not  graduate.     He  subsequently 
read  1  iw,  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in   1831,  and 
shortly  afterward  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  first  at 
Albion,  Edwards  County,  where  he  established  him- 
self in  the  practice  of  law.     The   following  year   he 
removed  to  Paris,  Edgar  County.     Here  he  attained 
eminence  in  his  profession,  and  entered   public  life 
by   representing  that  county  in  the  Legislature.     A 
strong  attachment  sprang  up  between   him  and  Ste- 
phen .\.  Douglas. 

In  1S39.  Mr.  French  was  ap|K)inted  Receiver  of 
the  U.iiie<l  States  Land  Office  at  Palestine,  Craw- 
ford County,  at  which  place  he  was  a  resident   when 


elevated  to  the  gubernatorial  chair.  In  1844  he  was 
a  Presidential  Elector,  and  as  such  he  voted  for 
James  K.  Polk. 

The  Democratic  State  Convention  of  1846,  meet- 
ing at  Springfield  Feb.  10,  nominated  Mr.  French 
for  Governor.  Other  Democratic  candidates  were 
Lyman  Trumbull,  John  Calhoun  (subsequently  of 
Lecompton  Constitution  notoriety),  Walter  B.  Scates, 
Richard  M.  Young  and  A.  VV.  Cavarly, — an  array  of 
very  able  and  prominent  names.  Trumbull  was  per- 
haps defeated  in  the  Convention  by  the  rumor  that 
he  was  o|)posed  to  the  Illinois  and  Michigan  Canal, 
as  he  had  been  a  year  previously.  For  Lieutenant 
Governor  J.  B.  Wells  was  chosen,  while  other  candi- 
dates were  Lewis  Ross,  Wm.  McMurtry,  Newton 
Cloud,  J.  B.  Hamilton  and  W.  W.  Thompson.  The 
resolutions  declared  strongly  against  the  resuscita- 
tion of  the  old  State  Banks. 

The  Whigs,  wlio  were  in  a  hopeless  mniority,  held 
their  convention  June  8,  at  Peoria,  and  selected 
Thomas  M.  Kilpatrick,  of  Scott  County,  for  Governor, 
and  Gen.  Nathaniel  G.  Wilcox,  of  Schuyler,  for 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

In  the  campaign  the  latter  exposed  Mr.  French's 
record  and  connection  with  the  passage  of  the  in- 
ternal improvement  system,  urging  it  against  his 
election;  but  in  the  mc.ntime  the  war  with  Mexico 
broke  out,  regarding  which  the  Whig  record  was  un- 
popular in  this  State.  The  war  was  the  absorbing 
and  dominating  question  of  the  period,  sweeping 
every  other  political  issue  in  its  course.  The  elec- 
tion in  .\ugust  gave  Mr.  French  58.700  votes,  and 
Kilpatrick  only  36,775.  Richard  Eells,  Abolitionist 
candidate  for  the  same  office,  received  5,152   votos 
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By  the  new  Constitution  of  1848,  a  new  election  for 
State  officers  was  ordered  in  November  of  that  year, 
before  Gov.  French's  term  was  half  out,  and  he  was 
re-elected  for  the  term  of  four  years.  He  was  there- 
fore the  incumbe.it  for  six  consecutive  years,  the 
only  Governor  of  this  State  who  has  ever  served  in 
that  capacity  so  long  at  one  time.  As  there  was  no 
organized  opposition  to  his  election,  he  received  67,- 
453  votes,  to  5,639  for  Pierre  Menard  (son  of  the 
first  Lieutenant  Governor),  4,748  for  Charles  V. 
Dyer,  3,834  for  W.  L.  D.  Morrison,  and  1,361  for 
James  L.  D.  Morrison.  But  Wm.  McMurtry,  of 
Knox  County,  was  elected  Lieutenant  Governor,  in 
place  of  Joseph  B.  Wells,  who  was  before  elected 
and  did  not  run  again. 

Governor  French  was  inaugurated  into  office  dur- 
ing the  progress  of  the  Mexican  War,  which  closed 
during  the  summer  of  1847,  although  the  treaty  of 
Guadalupe  Hidalgo  was  not  made  until  Feb.  2, 
1848.  The  iX)licy  of  Gov.  French's  party  was  com- 
mitted to  that  war,  but  in  connection  with  that  affair 
he  was,  of  course,  only  an  administrative  officer. 
During  his  term  of  office,  Feb.  19,  1847,  the  Legisla- 
ture, by  special  percnission  of  Congress,  declared  that 
all  Government  lands  sold  to  settlers  should  be  im- 
mediately subject  to  State  taxation;  before  this  they 
were  exempt  for  five  years  after  sale.  By  this  ar- 
rangement the  revenue  was  materially  increased. 
About  the  same,  lime,  the  distribution  of  Government 
^and  warrants  among  the  Mexican  soldiers  as  bounty 
threw  upon  the  market  a  great  quantity  of  good 
lands,  and  this  enhanced  the  settlement  of  the  State. 
The  same  Legislature  authorized,  with  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Governor,  the  sale  of  the  Northern 
Cross  Railroad  (from  Springfield  to  Meredosia,  the 
first  in  the  State  and  now  a  section  of  the  Wabash, 
St.  Louis  &  Pacific)  It  sold  for  $100,000  in  bonds, 
although  it  iiad  cost  the  State  not  less  than  a  million. 
The  salt  weils  and  canal  lands  in  the  Saline  reserve 
in  Gallatin  County,  granted  by  the  general  Govern- 
ment to  the  State,  were  also  authorized  by  the 
Governor  to  be  sold,  to  apply  on  the  State  debt.  In 
1850,  for  the  first  time  since  1839,  the  accruing  State 
revenue,  exclusive  of  specific  appropriations,  was 
sufficient  to  meet  the  current  demands  upon  the 
treasury.  The  aggregate  taxable  property  of  the 
State  at  this  time  was  over  $100,000,000,  and  the 
population  851,470. 


In  1849  the  Legislature  adopted  the  township  or- 
ganization law,  which,  however,  proved  defectivi, 
and  was  properly  amended  in  1851.  At  its  session 
in  the  latter  year,  the  General  Assembly  also  passed 
a  law  to  exempt  homesteads  from  sale  on  executions 
This  beneficent  measure  had  been  repeatedly  oigetj 
upon  that  body  by  Gov.  French. 

In  1850  some  business  men  in  St.  Louis  com- 
menced to  build  a  dike  opposite  the  lower  part  of 
their  city  on  the  Illinois  side,  to  keep  the  Mississippi 
in  its  channel  near  St.  Louis,  instead  of  breaking 
away  from  them  as  it  sometimes  threatened  to  do. 
This  they  undertook  without  permission  from  the 
Legislature  or  Executive  authority  of  this  State  ;  and 
as  many  of  the  inhabitants  thers  complained  that 
the  scheme  would  inundate  and  ruin  much  valuable 
land,  there  was  a  slight  conflict  of  jurisdictions,  re- 
sulting in  favor  of  the  St.  Louis  project;  .  nd  since" 
then  a  good  site  has  existed  there  for  a  city  (East  St. 
Louis),  and  now  a  score  of  railroads  center  there. 

It  was  in  September,  1850,  that  Congress  granted 
to  this  State  nearly  3,000,000  acres  of  land  in  aid  of 
the  completion  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
which  constituted  the  most  important  epoch  in  the 
railroad — we  might  say  internal  improvement^his- 
tory  of  the  State.  The  road  was  rushed  on  to  com- 
pletion, which  accelerated  the  settlement  of  the  in- 
terior of  the  State  by  a  good  class  of  industrious  citi- 
zens, and  by  the  charter  a  good  income  to  the  State 
Treasury  is  paid  in  from  the  earnings  of  the  road. 

In  1 85  I  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing 
free  stock  banks,  which  was  the  source  of  much  leg' 
islative  discussion  for  a  number  of  years. 

But  we  have  not  space  further  to  particularize 
concerning  legislation.  Gov.  French's  administra- 
tion was  not  marked  by  any  feature  to  be  criticised, 
while  the  country  was  settling  up  as  never  before. 

In  stature,  Gov.  French  was  of  medium  height, 
squarely  built,  light  complexioned,  with  ruddy  face 
and  pleasant  countenance.  In  manners  he  was 
plain  and  agreeable.  By  nature  he  was  somewhat 
diffident,  but  he  was  often  very  outspoken  in  his  con- 
victions of  duty.  In  public  speech  he  was  not  am 
orator,  but  was  chaste,  earnest  and  persuasive.  In 
business  he  was  accurate  and  methodical,  and  in  his. 
administra'aon  he  kept  up  the  credit  of  the  State. 

He  died  in  1865,  at  bw  tptpe  iii  Lebanon,  St„ 
Clair  Cft.  Rl 
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J:OEL    A.    MATTESON,    Governor 

ra '5j#a(m||,«iM  1853-6,  was  born  Aug.  8,   1808, 
'"" '*  ill  Jefferson  County,  New  York, 

to  which  place  his  father  had  re- 
moved from  Vermont  three  years 
before.  His  father  was  a  farmer 
in  fair  circumstances,  but  a  com- 
mon Enghsh  education  was  all 
that  his  only  son  received.  Young 
Joel  first  tempted  fortune  as  a 
small  tradesman  in  Prescott, 
Canada,  before  he  was  of  age. 
He  returned  from  that  place  to 
his  home,  entered  an  academy, 
tauglit  school,  visited  the  prin- 
cipal Eastern  cities,  improved  a  farm  liis  father  had 
given  him,  made  a  tour  in  the  South,  worked  there 
in  building  railroads,  experienced  a  storm  on  the 
Gulf  of  Mexico,  visited  tiie  gold  diggings  of  Northern 
Georgia,  and  returned  via  Nashville  to  St.  Louis  and 
through  lUipois  to  his  father's  home,  when  he  mar- 
ried. In  1833,  having  sold  his  farm,  he  removed, 
with  his  wife  and  one  child,  to  Illinois,  and  entered 
a  claim  on  Government  land  near  the  head  of  Au 
Sable  River,  in  what  is  now  Kendall  County.  At 
that  time  there  were  not  more  than  two  neighbors 
within  a  range  of  ten  miles  of  hi-i  jilace,  and  only 
hree  or  fo  ir  houses  between  him  and  Chicago.  He 
opened  a  l.irge  farm.     His  family    W4s  I'vJrdeU   12 


miles  away  while  he  erected  a  house  on  his  claim, 
sleeping,  during  this  time,  under  a  rude  pwle  shed. 
Here  his  life  was  once  placed  in  imminent  peril  by 
a  huge  prairie  rattlesnake  sharing  his  bed. 

In  1835  he  bought  largely  at  the  Government  land 
sales.  During  the  speculative  real-estate  mania  which 
broke  out  in  Chicago  in  1836  and  spread  over  the  State, 
he  sold  his  binds  under  the  inflation  of  that  period 
and  removed  to  Joliet.  In  1838  he  became  a  heavy 
contractor  on  the  Illinois  &  Michigan  Canal.  Upon 
the  completion  of  his  job  in  1841,  when  hard  times 
prevailed,  l)asine-;s  at  a  stand,  contracts  i)aid  in  State 
scrip;  when  all  the  public  vv'cirks  except  the  canal 
were  abandoned,  the  State  offered  for  sale  700  tons 
of  railroad  iron,  which  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Mat- 
teson  at  a  bargain.  This  he  accepted,  shipped  and 
sold  at  Detroit,  realizing  a  very  handsome  profit, 
enough  to  pay  off  all  liis  canal  debts  and  leave  him  a 
surplus  of  several  thousand  dollars.  His  enterprise 
next  prompted  him  to  start  a  woolen  mill  at  Joliet, 
in  which  he  prospered,  and  which,  after  successive 
enlargements,  became  an  enormous  establishment. 

In  1842  he  was  first  elected  a  State  Senator,  but, 
by  a  bungling  apportionment,  jc  m  Pearson,  a  Senator 
holding  over,  was  found  to  be  in  the  same  distric, 
and  decided  to  be  entitled  to  represent,  it.  Mat- 
teson's  seat  was  declared  vacant.  Pearson,  however 
with  a  nobleness  difficult  to  appreciate  in  this  day  of 
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greed  for  office,  unwilling  to  represent  his  district 
under  the  circumstances,  immediately  resigned  his 
unexpired  term  of  two  years.  A  bill  was  passed  in  a 
few  hours  ordering  a  new  election,  and  in  ten  days' 
time  Mr.  Matteson  was  returned  re-elected  and  took 
his  seat  as  Senator.  From  his  well-known  capacity 
as  a  business  man,  he  was  made  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance,  a  position  he  held  during 
this  lialf  and  two  full  succeeding  Senatorial  terms, 
discharging  its  im[X)rtant  duties  with  ability  and  faith- 
fulness. Besides  his  extensive  woolen-mill  interest, 
when  work  was  resumed  on  the  canal  under  the  new 
loan  of  $1,600,000  he  again  became  a  heavy  con- 
tractor, and  also  subsequently  operated  largely  in 
building  railroads.  Thus  he  showed  himself  a  most 
energetic  and  thorough  business  man. 

He  was  nominated  for  Governor  by  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Convention  which  met  at  Springfield 
April  20,  1852.  Other  candidates  before  the  Con- 
vention were  D.  L.  Gregg  and  F.  C.  Sherman,  of 
Cook ;  John  Dement,  of  Lee  ;  Thomas  L.  Harris,  of 
Menard ;  Lewis  W.  Ross,  of  Fulton ;  and  D.  P.  Bush, 
of  Pike.  Gustavus  Koerner,  of  St.  Clair,  was  nom- 
inated for  Lieutenant  Governor.  For  the  same  offices 
the  Whigs  nominated  Edwin  B.  Webb  and  Dexter  A. 
Knowlton.  Mr.  Matteson  received  80,645  votes  at 
the  election,  while  Mr.  Webb  received  64,408.  Mat- 
teson's  forte  was  not  on  the  stump;  he  had  not  cul- 
tivated the  art  of  oily  flattery,  or  the  faculty  of  being 
all  things  to  all  men.  His  intellectual  qualities  took 
rather  the  direction  of  efficient  executive  ability.  His 
turn  consisted  not  so  much  in  the  adroit  manage- 
ment of  party,  or  the  jxjwerful  advocacy  of  great  gov- 
ernmental principles,  as  in  those  more  solid  and 
enduring  operations  which  cause  the  physical  devel- 
opment and  advancement  of  a  State, — of  commerce 
and  business  enterprise,  into  which  he  labored  with 
success  to  lead  the  people.  As  a  politician  he  was 
just  and  liberal  in  his  views,  and  both  in  official  and 
private  life  he  then  stood  untainted  and  free  from 
blemish.  As  a  man,  in  active  benevolence,  social 
rirtues  and  all  the  amiable  qualities  of  neighbor  or 
ritizen,  he  had  few  superiors.  His  messages  present 
a  perspicuous  array  of  facts  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
State,  and  are  often  couched  in  forcible  and  elegant 
diction. 

The  greatest  excitement  during  his  term  of  office 
was  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise,  by  Con- 


gress, under  the  leadership  of  Stephen  A.  Douglas  in 
1854,  when  the  bill  was  passed  organizing  the  Terri 
tory  of  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  A  large  portion  of 
the  Whig  party  of  the  North,  througli  their  bitter  op 
position  to  the  Democratic  party,  naturally  drifted 
into  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  and  thus  led  to  what 
was  temporarily  called  the  "  Anti- Nebraska  "  party, 
while  the  followers  of  Douglas  were  known  as  "  Ne- 
braska or  Douglas  Democrats."  It  was  during  this 
embryo  stage  of  the  Republican  party  that  Abraham 
Lincoln  was  brought  forward  as  the  "Anti-Nebraska  " 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senatorship,  while 
Gen.  James  Shields,  the  incumbent,  was  re-iioni- 
inated  by  the  Democrats.  But  after  a  few  ballotings 
in  the  Legislature  (1855),  these  men  were  dropped, 
and  Lyman  Trumbull,  an  Anti-Nebraska  Democrat, 
was  brought  up  by  the  former,  and  Mr.  Matteson, 
then  Governor,  by  the  latter.  On  the  nth  ballot 
Mr.  Trumbull  obtained  one  majority,  and  was  ac- 
cordingly declared  elected.  Before  Gov.  Matteson  s 
term  expired,  the  Republicans  were  fully  organized 
as  a  national  party,  and  in  1856  put  into  the  field  a 
full  national  and  State  ticket,  carrying  the  State,  but 
not  the  nation. 

The  Legislature  of  1855  passed  two  very  import- 
ant measures, — the  present  free-school  system  and  a 
submission  of  the  Maine  liquor  law  to  a  vote  of  the 
people.  The  latter  was  defeated  by  a  small  majority 
of  the  popular  vote. 

During  the  four  years  of  Gov.  Matteson 's  admin- 
istration the  taxable  wealth  of  the  State  was  about 
trebled,  from  $t37,8t8,o79  to  $349,951,272;  the  pub- 
lic debt  w;is  reduced  from  $17,398,985  to  $12,843,- 
144;  taxation  was  at  the  same  time  reduced,  and  the 
State  resumed  paying  interest  on  its  debt  in  New 
York  as  fast  as  it  fell  due ;  railroads  were  increased 
in  their  mileage  from  something  less  than  400  to 
about  3.000 ;  and  the  population  of  Chicago  was 
nearly  doubled,  and  its  commerce  more  than  quad- 
rupled. 

Before  closing  this  account, we  regret  that  we  have 
to  say  that  Mr.  Matteson,  in  all  other  respects  an 
upright  man  and  a  good  Governor,  was  implicated 
in  a  false  re-issue  of  redeemed  canal  scrip,  amount- 
ing to  $224,182.66.  By  a  suit  in  the  Sangamon  Cir- 
cuit Court  the  State  recovered  the  principal  and  all 
the  interest  excepting  $27,500. 

He  died  in   the  winter  of  1872-3,  at  Chicago, 
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I.LIAM  H.  BISSELL,  Gov- 
trnor  1857-60,  was  born 
v:  April  25,  181  [,  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  near 
Painted  Post,  Yates  County. 
His  parents  were  oljscure, 
lionest,  God-fearing  people, 
A  ho  re.ired  their  children  under  the  daily 
.\ami)le  of  ii.dustiy  and  frugality,  accord- 
ing to  the  custom  of  that  class  of  Eastern 
society.  Mr.  Bissell  received  a  respecta- 
Me  hut  not  thorough  academical  education. 
By  assiduous  application  he  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  medicine,  and  in  his  early 
manhood  came  West  and  located  in  Mon- 
roe County,  this  Slate,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  that  profession.  But  he  was  not  enam- 
ored of  his  calling:  he  was  swayed  liy  a  broader 
ambition,  to  such  an  extent  that  the  mysteries  of  the 
healing  art  and  its  arduous  duties  failed  to  yield  him 
further  any  charms.  In  a  few  years  he  discovered 
his  choice  of  a  profession  to  be  a  mistake,  and  when 
he  approached  the  age  of  30  he  sought  to  begin 
anew.  Dr.  Bissell,  no  doubt  unexpectedly  to  him- 
self, discovered  a  singular  facility  and  charm  of 
speech,  the  exercise  of  which  acquired  for  him  a 
ready  local   notoriety.     It  soon  came  to  be  under- 


stood that  he  desired  to  abandon  his  profession  and 
take  up  that  of  the  law.  During  terms  of  Court  he 
would  spend  his  time  at  the  county  seat  among  the 
mem',)ers  of  the  Bar,  who  extended  to  him  a  ready 
welcome. 

It  was  not  strange,  therefore,  that  he  should  drift 
into  public  life.  In  1840  he  was  elected  as  a  Dem- 
ocrat to  the  Legislature  from  Monroe  County,  and 
was  an  efficient  member  of  that  body.  On  his  re- 
turn home  he  qualified  himself  for  admission  to  the 
Bar  and  speedily  rose  to  the  front  rank  as  an  advo- 
cate. His  powers  of  oratory  were  captivating.  With  a 
pure  diction,  charming  and  inimitable  gestures, 
clearness  of  statement,  and  a  remarkable  vein  of  sly 
humor,  his  efforts  before  a  jury  told  with  irresistible 
effect.  He  was  chosen  by  the  Legislature  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney  for  the  Circuit  in  which  he  lived,  and 
in  that  position  he  fully  discharged  his  duty  to  the 
.State,  gained  the  esteem  of  the  Bar,  and  seldom 
failed  to  convict  the  offender  of  the  law. 

In  stature  he  was  somewhat  tall  and  slender,  arwl 
with  a  straight,  military  bearing,  he  presented  a  dis- 
tinguished appearance.  His  complexion  was  dark, 
his  head  well  jwised,  though  not  large,  his  address 
pleasant  and  manner  winning.  He  was  exemplary 
in  his  habits,  a  devoted  husband  and  kind  parent. 
He  was  twice  married,  the  first  time  to  Miss  James, 
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of  Monroe  County,  by  whom  he  had  two  children, 
both  daughters.  She  died  soon  after  the  year  1840, 
and  Mr.  B.  married  for  his  second  wife  a  daughter 
of  Elias  K.  Kane,  previously  a  United  States  Senator 
from  tliis  State.  She  survived  him  hut  a  short  time, 
and  died  without  issue. 

When  the  war  with  Mexico  was  declared  in  1846, 
Mr.  Bissell  enlisted  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  his 
rcgiaient,  over  Hon.  Ojn  Morrison,  by  an  almost 
unanimous  vote, — 807  to  6.  Considering  the  limited 
opportunities  he  had  had,  he  evinced  a  high  order  of 
military  talent.  On  the  bloody  field  of  Buena  Vista 
he  acquitted  himself  with  intrepid  and  distinguished 
ability,  contributing  with  his  regiment,  the  Second 
Illinois,  in  no  small  degree  toward  saving  the  waver- 
ing fortunes  of  our  arms  during  that  long  and  fiercely 
contested  battle. 

After  his  return  home,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  he 
was  elected  to  Congress,  iiis  opponents  being  the 
Hons.  P.  B.  Fouke  and  Josepli  Gillespie.  He  served 
two  terms  in  Congress.  He  was  an  ardent  politician. 
During  the  great  contest  of  1850  he  voted  in  favor 
of  the  adjustment  measures;  but  in  1854  he  opposed 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise  act  and 
therefore  the  Kansas- Nebraska  bill  of  Douglas,  and 
thus  became  identified  with  the  nascent  Republican 
party. 

During  his  first  Congressional  term,  while  the 
Southern  members  were  following  their  old  practice 
of  intimidating  the  North  by  bullying  language, 
and  claiming  most  of  the  credit  for  victories  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  Jefferson  Davis  claiming  for  the 
Mississi|)pi  troops  all  the  credit  for  success  at  Buena 
Vista,  Mr.  Bissell  bravely  defended  the  Northern 
troops;  whereupon  Davis  challenged  Bissell  to  a  duel, 
which  was  accepted.  This  matter  was  brought  up 
against  Bissell  when  he  vvas  candidate  for  Governor 
and  during  his  term  of  office,  as  the  Constitution  of 
this  State  forbade  any  duelist  from  holding  a  State 
office. 

In  1856,  when  the  Republican  party  first  put  forth 
a  candidate,  John  C.  Fremont,  for  President  of  the 
United  States,  the  same  party  nominated  Mr.  Bissell 
for  Governor  of  Illinois,  and  John  Wood,  of  Quincy, 
for  Lieutenant  Governor,  while  the  Democrats  nomi- 
nated Hon.  W.  A.  Richardson,  of  Adams  County, 
for  Governor,  and  Col.  R.  J.  Hamilton,  of  Cook 
Coiiniv,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.     The  result  of  the 


election  was  a  plurality  of  4,729  votes  over  Richard- 
son. The  American,  or  Know-Nothing,  party  had  a 
ticket  in  the  field.  The  Legislature  was  nearly  bal- 
anced, but  was  politically  opposed  to  the  Governor. 
His  message  to  the  Legislature  was  short  and  rathei 
ordinary,  and  was  criticised  for  expressing  the  sup- 
posed obligations  of  the  people  to  the  incorporators 
of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company  and  for  re- 
opening the  slavery  question  by  allusions  to  the 
Kansas  troubles.  Late  in  the  session  an  apportion- 
ment bill,  based  upon  the  State  census  of  1855,  was 
passed,  amid  much  partisan  strife.  The  Governor 
at  first  signed  the  bill  and  then  vetoed  it.  A  furious 
debate  followed,  and  the  question  whether  the  Gov- 
ernor had  the  authority  to  recall  a  signature  was 
referred  to  the  Courts,  that  of  last  resort  deciding  in 
favor  of  the  Governor.  Two  years  afterward  another 
outrageous  attempt  was  ipade  for  a  re-apportionment 
and  to  gerrymander  the  State,  but  the  Legislature 
failed  to  pass  the  bill  over  the  veto  of  the  Governor 

It  was  during  Gov.  Bissell's  administration  that 
the  notorious  canal  scrip  fraud  was  brought  to  light 
'mplicating  ex-Gov.  Matteson  and  other  prominent 
State  officials.  The  principal  and  interest,  aggregat- 
ing $255,500,  was  all  recovered  by  the  State  except- 
ing $27,500.     (See  sketch  of  Gov.  Matteson.) 

In  1859  an  attempt  was  discovered  to  fraudu- 
lently refund  the  Macalister  and  Stebbins  bonds  and 
thus  rob  the  State  Treasury  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a 
million  dollars.  The  State  Government  was  impli- 
cated in  this  affair,  and  to  this  day  remains  unex- 
plained or  unaloned  for.  For  the  above,  and  other 
matters  previously  mentioned,  Gov.  Bissell  has  been 
severely  criticised,  and  he  has  also  been  most  shame- 
fully libelled  and  slandered. 

On  account  of  exposure  in  the  army,  the  remote 
cause  of  a  nervous  form  of  disease  gained  entrance 
into  his  system  and  eventually  developed  paraplegia, 
affecting  his  lower  extremities,  which,  wiiile  it  left 
his  body  in  comparative  health,  deprived  him  of  loco- 
motion except  by  the  aid  of  crutches.  While  he  was 
generally  hopeful  of  ultimate  recovery,  this  myste- 
rious disease  pursued  him,  without  once  rela.xing  its 
stealthy  hold,  to  the  close  of  his  life,  March  18,- 
1860,  over  nine  months  before  the  expiration  of  hii 
gubernatorial  term,  at  the  early  age  of  48  years.  He 
died  in  the  faith  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church.  o< 
I   which  he  hafi  been  a  member  since  1854. 
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'. 'J:!  )HN  WOOD,  Governor-  1860-1,  and 
|;^*»  the  first  settler  of  Quincy,  111., 
was  born  in  the  town  of  Sempro- 
nius  (now  Moravia),  Cayuga  Co., 
N.  Y.,  Dec.  20,  1798.  He  was 
the  second  child  and  only  son  of 
Dr.  Daniel  Wood.  His  niotlier, 
nee  Catherine  Crause,  was  of 
German  parentage,  and  died 
while  he  was  an  infant.  Dr. 
Wood  was  a  learned  and  skillful 
physician,  of  classical  attain- 
ments and  proficient  in  several 
modern  lai.guages,  who,  after 
serving  throughout  the  Revolu- 
tionary War  as  a  Surgeon,  settled  on  the  land  granted 
him  by  the  Government,  and  resided  there  a  re- 
spected and  leading  influence  in  his  section  until  his 
death,  at  the  ripe  age  of  92  years. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  impelled  by  the  spirit 
of  Western  adventure  then  pervading  everywhere, 
left  his  home,  Nov.  2,  18 18,  and  passed  the  succeed- 
ing winter  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  The  following  sum- 
mer he  pushed  on  to  Illinois,  landing  at  Shawneetown, 
and  spent  the  fall  and  following  winter  in  Calhoun 
County.  In  1820,  in  company  with  Willard  Keyes, 
he  settled  in  Pike  County,  about  30  miles  southeast 
of  Quincy,  where  for  the  next  two  years  he  pursued 
farming.  In  1821  he  visited  "the  Bluffs"  (as  the 
present  site  of  Quincy  was  called,  then  uninhabited) 
and,  pleased  with  its  prospects,  soon  after  purchased 
a  quarter-section  of  land  near  by,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing fall  (1822)  erected  near  the  river  a  small  cabin, 
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18  X  20  feet,  the  first  building  in  Quincy,  of  which 
he  then  became  the  first  and  for  some  months  the 
only  occupant. 

About  this  time  he  visited  his  old  friends  in  Pike 
County,  chief  of  whom  was  William  Ross,  the  lead- 
ing man  in  building  up  the  village  of  Atlas,  of  that 
county,  which  was  thought  then  to  be  the  (wssible 
commencement  of  a  city.  One  day  they  and  others 
were  traveling  together  over  the  country  between  the 
two  points  named,  making  observations  on  the  com- 
parative merits  of  the  respective  localities.  On  ap- 
proaching the  Mississippi  near  Mr.  Wood's  place, 
the  latter  told  his  companions  to  follow  him  and  he 
would  show  them  where  he  was  going  to  build  a  city. 
They  went  about  a  mile  off  the  main  trail,  to  a  high 
point,  from  which  the  view  in  every  direction  was 
most  magnificent,  as  it  had  been  for  ages  and  as  yet 
untouched  by  the  hand  of  man.  Before  them  swept 
by  the  majestic  Father  of  Waters,  yet  unburdened  by 
navigation.  After  Mr.  Wood  had  expatiated  at 
length  on  the  advantages  of  the  situation,  Mr.  Ross 
replied,  "  But  it's  too  near  Atlas  ever  to  amount  to 
anything!" 

Atlas  is  still  a  cultivated  farm,  and  Quincy  is  a 
city  of  over  30,000  population. 

In  1824  Mr.  Wood  gave  a  newspaper  notice, 
as  the  law  then  prescribed,  of  his  intention  to  apply 
to  the  General  Assembly  for  the  formarion  of  a  new 
county.  This  was  done  the  following  winter,  result- 
ing in  the  establishment  of  the  present  Adams 
County.  During  the  next  summer  Quincy  was  se- 
lected as  the  county  seat,  it  and  the  vicinity  then 
containing  but  four  adult  male  residents  and  half 
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that  number  of  females.  Sinoe  that  period  Mr. 
Wood  resided  at  the  place  of  his  early  adoption  un- 
til his  death,  and  far  more  than  any  other  man  was 
he  identified  with  every  measure  of  its  progress  and 
history,  and  almost  continuously  kept  in  public  posi- 
tions. 

He  was  one  of  the  early  town  Trustees,  and  after 
the  place  became  a  city  he  was  often  a  member  of 
the  City  Council,  many  times  elected  Mayor,  in  the 
face  of  a  constant  large  opposition  political  majority. 
In  1850  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate.  In  1856, 
on  the  organization  of  the  Republican  party,  he  was 
chosen  Lieutenant  Governor  of  the  State,  on  the 
ticket  with  Wm.  H.  Bissell  for  Governor,  and  on  the 
death  of  tlie  latter,  March  18,  i860,  he  succeeded  to 
the  Chief  Executive  chair,  which  he  occupied  until 
Gov.  Yates  was  inaugurated  nearly  ten  months  after- 
ward. 

Nothing  very  marked  characterized  the  adminis- 
tration of  Gov.  Wood.  The  great  aiui-slavery  cam- 
paign of  i860,  resulting  in  the  election  of  the  honest 
Illinoisan,  Abraham  Lincoln,  to  the  Presidency  of  the 
United  States,  occurred  during  the  short  period 
while  Mr.  Wood  was  Governor,  and  tiie  excitement 
and  issues  of  that  struggle  dominated  over  every 
other  consideration, — indeed,  supplanted  them  in  a 
great  measure.  The  peo|)le  of  Illinois,  during  all 
that  lime,  were  passing  tlie  comparatively  petty  strifes 
under  Bissell's  administration  to  the  overwhelming 
issue  of  preserving  the  whole  nation  from  destruction. 

In  186 1  ex-Gov.  Wood  was  one  of  the  five  Dele- 
gates from  Illinois  to  the  "  Peace  Convention  "  at 
Washingtoii,  and  in  April  of  the  san.e  year,  on  the 
breaking  cm  of  the    Rebellion,   he    was   appointed 


Quartermaster-General  of  the  State,  which  position 
he  held  throughout  the  war.  In  1864  he  took  com- 
mand as  Colonel  of  the  137th  111.  Vol.  Inf,  with 
whom  he  served  until  the  period  of  enlistment  ex- 
pired. 

Politically,  Gov.  Wood  was  always  actively  identi- 
fied with  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties.  Few 
men  have  in  personal  experience  comprehended  so 
many  surprising  and  advancing  local  changes  as 
vested  in  tlie  more  than  half  century  recollections  of 
Gov.  Wood.  Sixty-four  years  ago  a  solitary  settler 
on  the  "Bluffs,"  with  no  family,  and  no  neighbor 
within  a  score  of  miles,  the  world  of  civilization  away 
behind  him,  and  the  strolling  red-man  almost  his 
only  visitant,  he  lived  to  see  growing  around  him, 
and  under  his  auspices  and  aid,  overspreading  the 
« ild  hills  and  scraggy  forest  a  teaming  city,  second 
only  in  size  in  the  State,  and  surpassed  nowhere  in 
beauty,  prosperity  and  promise ;  whose  people  recog- 
nize as  with  a  single  voice  the  proverbial  honor  and 
liberality  that  attach  to  the  name  and  lengthened 
life  of  their  pioneer  settler,  "the  old  Governor." 

Gov.  Wood  was  twice  married, — first  in  January, 
1826,  to  Ann  M.  Streeter,  daughter  of  Joshua  Streeter, 
formerly  of  Salem,  Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.  They  had 
eight  children.  Mrs.  W.  died  Oct.  8,  1863,  and  in 
June,  1 865,  Gov.  Wood  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.,  widow 
of  Rev.  Joseph  T.  Holmes.  Gov.  Wood  died  June  4, 
1 880,  at  his  residence  in  Quincy.  Four  of  his  eight 
children  are  now  living,  namely:  Ann  E.,  wife  of 
Gen.  John  Tillson;  Daniel  C,  who  married  Mary  J. 
Abernethy;  John,  Jr.,  who  married  Josephine  Skinner, 
and  Joshua  S.,  who  married  Annie  Bradley.  The 
last  mentioned  now  resides  at  Atchison,  Kansas,  and 
all  the  rest  are  still  at  Quincy. 
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UCHARD  YATES,  the    "War 
(iuveinor,"  1861-4,  was  born 
Jan.  18,  1818,  on  the  banks  of 
the   Ohio   River,   at    Varsaw, 
Gallatin  Co.,  Ky.     His  lather 
moved  in  1831  to  Illinois,  and 
afier   stopping   for   a   time  in 
Springfield,   settled  at    Island 
Grove,    Sangamon   County.      Here, 
after  attending  school,  Richard  joined 
the  family.    Subsequently  he  entered 
e^^^S  Illinois     College     at      Jacksonville, 

JI^^PSL  where,   in    1837,  he  graduated  with 

fiist  honors.  He  chose  for  his  pro- 
fession the  law,  the  Hon.  J.  J.  Har- 
din being  his  instructor,  .^fter  ad- 
mission to  the  Bar  he  soon  rose  to  distinction  as  an 
advocate. 

Gifted  with  a  fluent  and  ready  oratory,  he  soon 
ajipeared  in  tlie  political  hustings,  and,  being  a 
passionate  admirer  of  the  great  Whig  leader  of  the 
West.  Henry  Clay,  he  joined  his  political  fortunes  to 
he  party  of  his  idol.  In  1840  he  engaged  with  great 
-•dor  in  the  exciting  "hard  cider"  campaign  for 
-.'arrison.  Two  years  later  he  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature  from  Morgan  County,  a  Democratic 
•tronghold.  He  served  three  or  four  terms  in  the 
Legislature,  and  such  was  the  fascination  of  his  ora- 
ry  that  by  1850  his  large  Congressional  District. 
'  ^tending  from  Morgan  and  Sangamon  Counties 
.  'rth  to  include  LaSalle,  unanimously  tendered  him 
•  •)»  Whig  nomination  for  Congress.  His  Democratic 
'),')ponent  was  Maj.  Thomas  L.  Harris,  a  very  pop- 
.  'ar  man  who  had  won  distinction  at  the  battle  of 
'^frro  (iordo,  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  who  had 
jeate'.  !  iwu.  Stephen  T.  Logan  for  the  same  position. 


two  years  before,  by  a  large  majority.  Yates  wa? 
elected.  Two  years  later  he  was  re-elected,  ovef 
John  Calhoun. 

It  was  during  Yates  second  term  in  Congress  that 
the  great  question  of  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Com- 
promise was  agitated,  and  the  bars  laid  down  for  re- 
opening the  dreaded  anti-slavery  question.  He  took 
strong  grounds  against  the  repeal,  and  thus  became 
identified  with  the  rising  Republican  party.  Conse- 
quently he  fell  into  the  minority  in  his  district,  which 
was  pro-slavery.  Even  then,  in  a  third  contest,  he 
fell  behind  Major  Harris  only  200  votes,  after  the 
district  had  two  years  before  given  Pierce  2,000 
majority  for  President. 

The  Republican  State  Convention  of  i860  met  at 
Decatur  May  9,  and  nominated  for  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor Mr.  Yates,  in  preference  to  Hon.  Norman  B. 
Judd,  of  Chicago,  and  Leonard  Swett,  of  Blnoming- 
ton,  two  of  the  ablest  men  of  the  State,  who  were 
also  candidates  before  the  Convention.  Francis  A. 
Hoffman,  of  DuPage  County,  was  nominated  foi 
Lieutenant  Governor.  This  was  the  year  when  Mr. 
Lincoln  was  a  candidate  for  President,  a  period  re- 
membered as  characterized  by  the  great  whirlpool 
which  precipitated  the  bloody  VV^r  of  the  Rebellion. 
The  Douglas  Democrats  nominated  J.  C.  Allen  cf 
Crawford  County,  for  Governor,  and  Lewis  W.  Ro-;s, 
of  Fulton  County,  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The 
Breckenridge  Democrats  and  the  Bell-Everett  party 
had  also  full  tickets  in  the  field.  After  a  most  fear- 
ful campaign,  the  result  of  the  election  gave  Mr. 
Yates  172,196  votes,  and  Mr  Allen  159,253.  Mr. 
Yates  received  over  a  thousand  more  votes  than  did 
Mr.  Lincoln  himself. 

Gov.  Yates  occupied  the  chair  of  State  during  ;ne 
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most  critical  period  of  our  country's  history.  In  the 
fate  of  the  nation  was  involved  that  of  each  State. 
The  life  struggle  of  the  former  derived  its  sustenance 
from  the  loyalty  of  the  latter;  and  Gov.  Yates 
seemed  to  realize  the  situation,  and  proved  himself 
both  loyal  and  wise  in  upholding  the  Government. 
He  had  a  deep  hold  upon  the  affections  of  the 
people,  won  by  his  moving  eloquence  and  genial 
manners.  Erect  and  symmetrical  in  person,  of  pre- 
possessing appearance,  with  a  winning  address  and  a 
magnetic  power,  few  men  possessed  more  of  the  ele- 
ments of  popularity.  His  oratory  was  scholarly  and 
captivating,  his  hearers  hardly  knowing  why  they 
were  transported.  He  was  social  and  convivial.  In 
the  latter  respect  he  was  ultimately  carried  too  far. 

The  very  creditable  military  efforts  of  this  State 
during  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  in  putting  into  the 
field  the  enormous  number  of  about  200,000  soldiers, 
were  ever  promptly  and  ably  seconded  by  his  excel- 
lency ;  and  tlie  was  ambitious  to  deserve  the  title  of 
"the  soldier's  friend."  Immediately  after  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  he  repaired  to  the  field  of  carnage  to  look 
after  the  wounded,  and  his  appeals  for  aid  were 
promptly  responded  to  by  the  people.  His  procla- 
mations calling  for  volunteers  were  impassionate 
appeals,  urging  upon  the  people  the  duties  and  re- 
quirements of  patriotism ;  and  his  special  message 
in  1863  to  the  Democratic  Legislature  of  this  State 
pleading  for  material  aid  for  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers  of  Illinois  regiments,  breathes  a  deep  fervor 
of  noble  sentiment  and  feeling  rarely  equaled  in 
beauty  or  felicity  of  expression.  Generally  his  mes- 
sages on  jxjlitical  and  civil  alT.iirs  were  able  and  com- 
prehensive. During  his  administration,  however, 
there  were  no  civil  events  of  an  engrossing  character, 
although  two  years  of  his  time  were  replete  wilh 
partisan  quarrels  of  great  bitterness.  Military  ar- 
rests. Knights  of  the  Golden  Circle,  riot  in  Fulton 
County,  attempted  suppression  of  the  Chicago  Times 
and  the  usurping  State  Constitutional  Convenrion  of 
1862,  were  the  chief  local  topics  that  were  exciting 
during  the  Governor's  term.  This  Convention  assem- 
bled Jan.  7,  and  at  once  took  the  high  posirion  that 
'he  law  calling  it  was  no  longer  binding,  and  that  it 
•,ad  supreme  power;  that  it  represented  a  virtual 
assemblage  of  the  whole  people  of  the  State,  and  was 
sovereign  in  the  exercise  of  all  power  necessary  to 
effect  a  peaceable  revolution  of  the  State  Govemrnent 


and  to  the  re-establishment  of  one  for  the  "happiness, 
prosperity  and  freedom  of  the  citizens,"  limited  only 
by  the  Federal  Constitution.  Notwithstanding  the 
law  calling  the  Convention  required  its  members  to 
take  an  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
as  well  as  that  of  the  general  Government,  they 
utterly  refused  to  take  such  oath.  They  also  as- 
sumed legislative  powers  and  passed  several  import- 
ant "  laws !  "  Interfering  with  the  (then)  present 
executive  duties.  Gov.  Yates  was  ""rovoked  to  tell 
them  plainly  that  "  he  did  not  acknowledge  the  right 
of  the  Convention  to  instruct  him  in  the  performance 
of  his  duty." 

In  1863  the  Governor  astonished  tlie  Democrats 
by  "  proroguing  "  their  Legislature.  This  body,  after 
a  recess,  met  June  2,  that  year,  and  soon  began  to 
waste  time  upon  various  partisan  resolutions ;  and, 
while  the  two  houses  were  disagreeing  upon  the 
question  of  adjourning  ««^  die,  the  Governor,  having 
the  authority  in  such  cases,  surprised  them  all  by 
adjourning  them  "  to  the  Saturday  next  preceding  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  1865  !"  This  led  to  great 
excitement  and  confusion,  and  to  a  reference  of  the 
Governor's  act  to  the  Supreme  Court,  who  decided  in 
iiis  favor.  Then  it  was  the  Court's  turn  to  receive 
abuse  for  weeks  and  months  afterward. 

During  the  autumn  of  1864  a  conspiracy  was  de- 
tected at  Chicago  which  had  for  its  object  the  liber- 
ation of  the  i)ri3oners  of  war  at  Camp  Douglas,  the 
burning  of  the  city  and  the  inauguration  of  rebellioi 
in  the  North.  Gen.  Sweet,  who  had  charge  of  the 
camp  at  the  time,  first  had  his  suspicions  of  danger 
aroused  by  a  number  of  enigmatically  worded  letters 
which  passed  through  the  Camp  postoffice.  ^  de- 
tective afterward  discovered  that  the  rebel  Gen. 
Marmaduke  was  in  the  city,  under  an  assumed 
name,  and  he,  with  other  rebel  officers — Grenfell, 
Morgan,  Cantrell,  Buckner  Morris,  and  Charles 
Walsh — was  arrested,  most  of  whom  were  convicted 
by  a  court-martial  at  Cincinnati  and  sentenced  to 
imprisonment, — Grenfell  to  be  hung.  The  sentence 
of  the  Litter  was  afterward  commuted  to  imprison- 
ment for  life,  and  all  the  others,  after  nine  months* 
imprisonment,  were  pardoned. 

In  March,  1873,  Gov.  Yates  was  appointed  a  Gov 
ernment  Director  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  in 
which  office  he  continued  until  his  dece  i^e,  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  on  the  27th  of  November  following. 
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lICHARD  J.  OGLESBY,  Gov- 
ernor 1865-8,  and  re-elected 
in  1872  and  1884,  was  born 
July  25,  1824,  in  Oldham  Co., 
Ky., — the  State  which  might 
ij^o^  be  considered  the  "  mother  of 
Illinois  Governors."  Bereft  of 
his  parents  at  the  tender  age 
of  eight  years,  his  early  education 
was  neglected.  When  12  years  of 
age,  and  after  he  had  worked  a  year 
and  a  half  at  the  carpenter's  trade, 
he  removed  with  an  uncle,  Willis 
Oglesby,  into  whose  care  he  had 
been  committed,  to  Decatur,  this 
State,  where  he  continued  his  ap- 
prenticeship as  a  mechanic,  working  six  months  for 
Hon.  E.  O.  Smith. 

In  1844  he  commenced  studying  law  at  Spring- 
field, with  Judge  Silas  Robbins,  and  read  with  him 
one  year.  He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  1845,  and 
commenced  the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  at 
Sullivan,  the  county  seat  of  Moultrie  County. 

The  next  year  the  war  with  Mexico  was 'com- 
menced, and  in  June,  1846,  Mr.  Oglesby  volunteered, 
was  elected  First  Lieutenant  of  Co.  C,  Fourth  Illinois 
Regiment  of  Volunteers,  and  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Vera  Cruz  and  Cerro  Gordo. 

On  his  return  he  sought  to  perfect  his  law  studies 
by  attending  a  course  of  lectures  at  Louisville,  but 
on  the  breaking  out  of  the  California  "gold  fever  "  in 
1849,  he  crossed  the  plains  and  mountains  to  the 
new  Eldorado,  driving  a  six-mule  team,  with  a  com- 
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pany  of  eight  men,  Henry  Prather  being  the  leader. 

In  1852  he  returned  home  to  Macon  County,  and 
was  placed  that  year  by  the  Whig  party  on  the  ticket 
of  Presidential  Electors.  In  1856  he  visited  Europe, 
.\sia  and  Africa,  being  absent  20  months.  On  his 
return  home  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Gallagher,  Wait  &  Oglesby. 
In  1858  he  was  the  Republican  nominee  for  the 
Lower  House  of  Congress,  but  was  defeated  by  the 
Hon.  James  C.  Robinson,  Democrat.  In  i860  he 
was  elected  to  the  Illinois  State  Senate ;  and  on  the 
evening  the  returns  of  this  election  were  coming  in. 
Mr.  Oglesby  had  a  fisticuff  encounter  with  "  Cerro 
Gordo  Williams,"  in  which  he  came  oat  victorious, 
and  which  was  regarded  as  "  the  first  fight  of  the 
Rebellion."  The  following  spring,  when  the  war 
had  commenced  in  earnest,  his  ardent  nature 
quickly  responded  to  the  demands  of  patriotism  and 
he  enlisted.  The  extra  session  of  the  Legislature 
elected  him  Colonel  of  the  Eighth  Illinois  Infantry, 
the  second  one  in  the  State  raised  to  suppress  the 
great  Rebellion. 

He  was  shortly  entrusted  witli  im|X)rtant  com- 
mands. For  a  time  he  was  stationed  at  Bird's  Point 
and  Cairo;  in  April  he  was  promoted  Brigadier  Gen- 
eral; at  Fort  Donelson  his  brigade  was  in  the  van, 
being  stationed  on  the  right  of  General  Grant's  army 
and  the  first  brigade  to  be  attacked.  He  lost  500 
men  before  re-inforcements  arrived.  Many  of  these 
men  were  from  Macon  County.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  battle  of  Corinth,  and,  in  a  brave  charge  at  this 
place,  was  shot  in  the  left  lung  with  an  ounce  ball, 
and  was  carried  from  the  field  in  expectation  of  ina- 
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mediate  death.  That  rebel  ball  he  carries  to  this 
day.  On  his  partial  recovery  he  was  promoted  as 
Major  General,  for  gallantry,  his  commission  to  rank 
from  November,  1862.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he 
was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  i6th  Army 
Corps,  but,  owing  to  inability  from  the  effects  of  his 
wound,  he  relinquished  this  command  in  July,  that 
year.  Gen.  Grant,  however,  refused  to  accept  his 
resignation,  and  he  was  detailed,  in  December  follow- 
ing, to  court-martial  and  try  the  Surgeon  General  of 
the  Army  at  Washington,  where  he  remained  until 
May,  1864,  when  he  returned  home. 
The  Republican,  or  Union,  State  Convention  of 

1864  was  held  at  Springfield,  May  25,  when  Mr. 
Oglesby  was  nominated  for  the  office  of  Governor, 
while  other  candidates  before  the  Convention  were 
Allen  C.  Fuller,  of  Boone,  Jesse  K.  Dubois,  of  Sanga- 
mon, and  John  M.  Palmer,  of  Macoupin.  Wm. 
Bross,  of  Chicago,  was  nominated  for  Lieutenant 
Governor.  On  the  Democratic  State  ticket  were 
James  C.  Robinson,  of  Clark,  for  Governor,  and  S. 
Corning  Judd,  of  Fulton,  for  Lieutenant  Governor. 
The  general  election  gave  Gen.  Oglesby  a  majority 
of  about  31,000  votes.  The  Republicans  had  also  a 
majority  in  both  the  Legislature  and  in  the  repre- 
sentation in  Congress. 

Gov.  Oglesby  was  duly  inaugurated  Jan.  17,  1865. 
The  day  before  the  first  time  set  for  his  installation 
death  visited  his  lionie  at  Decatur,  and  took  from  it 
his  only  son,  an  intelligent  and  sprightly  lad  of  six 
years,  a  great  favorite  of  the  bereaved  parents.  This 
caused  the  inauguration  to  be  postponed  a  week. 

The  political  events  of  the  Legislative  session  of 

1865  were  the  election  of  ex-Gov.  Yates  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  and  the  ratification  of  the  13th 
amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
abolishing  slavery.  This  session  also  signalized 
itself  by  repealing  the  notorious  "  black  ^aws,"  pari 
of  which,  although  a  dead  letter,  had  held  their  place 
upon  the  statute  books  since  1819.  Also,  laws  re- 
quiring the  registration  of  voters,  and  establishing  a 
State  Board  of  Equalization,  were  passed  by  this  Leg- 
islature. But  the  same  body  evinced  that  it  was  cor- 
ruptly influenced  by  a  mercenary  lobby,  as  it  adopted 
some  bad  legislation,  over  the  Governor's  veto,  nota- 
bly an  amendment  to  a  charter  for  a  Chicago  horse 
railway,  granted  in  1859  for  25  years,  and  now 
sought  to  be  extended  99  years.  As  this  measure 
was  promptly  passed  over  his  veto  by  both  branches 
of  the  Legislature,  he  deemed  it  useless  further  to 
attempt  to  check  their  headlong  career.  At  this 
session  no  law  of  a  general  useful  character  or  public 
interest  was  perfected,  unless  we  count  such  the 
turning  over  of  the  canal  to  Chicago  to  be  deepened. 
The  session  of  1867  was  still  more  productive  of 
private  and  special  acts.  Many  omnibus  bills  were 
proposed,  and  some  passed.  The  contests  over  the 
•ocation  of  the    Industrial  College,  the  Capital,  the 


Southern  Penitentiary,  and  the  canal  enlargement 
and  Illinois  River  improvement,  dominated  every- 
thing else. 

During  the  year  1872,  it  became  evident  that  i( 
the  Republicans  could  re-elect  Mr.  Oglesby  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  they  could  also  elect  him  to  the 
United  States  Senate,  which  they  desired  to  do. 
Accordingly  they  re-nominated  him  for  the  Execu- 
tive chair,  and  placed  upon  the  ticket  with  him  for 
Lieutenant  Governor,  John  L.  Beveridge,  of  Cook 
County.  On  the  other  side  the  Democrats  put  into 
the  field  Gustavus  Koerner  for  Governor  and  John 
C.  Black  for  Lieutenant  Governor.  The  election 
gave  the  Republican  ticket  majorities  ranging  from 
35>334  to  56,174, — the  Democratic  defection  being 
caused  mainly  by  their  having  an  old-time  Whig  and 
Abolitionist,  Horace  Greeley,  on  the  national  ticket 
for  President.  According  to  the  general  understand- 
ing had  beforehand,  as  soon  as  the  Legislature  met 
it  elected  Gov.  Oglesby  to  the  United  States  Senate, 
whereupon  Mr.  Beveridge  became  Governor.  Sena- 
tor Oglesby 's  term  expired  March  4,  tS79,  having 
served  his  party  faithfully  and  exhibited  an  order  of 
statesmanship  beyond  criticism. 

During  the  campaign  of  1884  Mr.  Oglesby  was 
nominated  for  a  "third  term"  as  Executive  of  the 
State  of  Illinois,  against  Carter  H.  Harrison,  Mayor 
of  Chicago,  nominated  by  the  Democrats.  Both 
gentlemen  "stumped  "  the  State,  and  while  the  peo- 
ple elected  a  Legislature  which  was  a  tie  on  a  join'; 
ballot,  as  between  the  two  parties,  they  gave  the 
jovial  "  Dick"  Oglesby  a  majority  of  15,018  for  Gov- 
ernor, and  he  was  inaugurated  Jan.  30,  1885.  The 
Legislature  did  not  fully  organize  until  this  date,  on 
account  of  its  equal  division  between  the  two  main 
parties  and  the  consequent  desperate  tactics  of  each 
party  to  checkmate  the  latter  in  the  organization  of 
the  House. 

Gov.  Oglesby  is  a  fine-appearing,  affable  man,  wiili 
regular,  well  defined  features  and  rotund  face.  In 
stature  he  is  a  little  above  medium  heiglit,  of  a  large 
frame  and  somewhat  fleshy.  His  physical  a[)pear- 
ance  is  striking  and  prepossessing,  while  his  straight- 
out,  not  to  say  bluff,  manner  and  speech  are  weL 
calculated  favorably  to  impress  the  average  masses. 
Ardent  in  feeling  and  si  rongly  committed  to  the  pol- 
icies of  his  party,  he  intensifies  Republicanisir. 
among  Republicans,  while  at  the  same  time  his  jovia. 
and  liberal  manner  prevents  those  of  the  opposite 
party  from  hating  him. 

He  is  quite  an  effective  stump  orator.  With  vehe- 
ment, passionate  and  scornful  tone  and  gesture., 
tremendous  physical  power,  which  in  speak'ng  ho 
exercises  to  the  utmost;  with  fre(pient  descents  to 
the  grotesque;  and  with  abundant  homely  compari- 
sons or  frontier  figures,  expressed  in  the  broadest 
vernacular  and  enforced  with  stentorian  ei-.iiiliasis, 
he  delights  a  promiscuous  audience  beyond  measure 
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.T 
■:1:()HN  Mc  AUl.EY  PALMER,  Gov- 

1%^'  ernor  1869-72,  was  born  on 
Eagle  Creek,  Scott  Co.,  Ky  , 
Sept.  13,  1817.  During  his  in- 
'  fancy,  his  father,  wlio  had  been 
a  soldier  in  tlie  war  of  1812,  re- 
moved to  Chrisiiaii  Co.,  Ky., 
wliere  lands  were  cheap.  Here 
the  future  Governor  of  the  grca: 
Prairie  State  spent  his  childhood 
and  received  such  meager  school 
ing  as  tlie  new  and  sparsely  set- 
tled country  afforded.  To  this 
he  added  materially  by  diligent 
reading,  for  which  he  evinced  an 
eady  aptitude.  His  father,  an  ardent  Jackson  man, 
was  also  noted  for  his  anti-slavery  sentiments,  which 
he  thoroughly  impressed  uixjn  his  children.  In  1831 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Madison  County. 
Here  the  labor  of  improving  a  farm  was  pursued  for 
almut  two  years,  when  the  death  of  Mr.  P.ilmer's 
nio: her  broke  up  the  family.  About  this  time  Alton 
College  was  opened,  on  the  "manual  labor  "  system, 
and  in  the  s|)ring  of  1834  young  Palmer,  with  his 
elder  brotiier,  Elihu,  entered  this  school  and  remained 
1 8  months.  Next,  for  over  three  years,  he  tried 
variously  ci>0|)cring,  peddling  and  school-teaching. 

Duiing    the   summer  of   1838  he  formed  the  ac- 
quaintance of  Sieiihe.i  A    Douglas,  then   making  his 


first  canvass  for  Congress.  Young,  eloquent  and  in 
political  accord  with  Mr.  Palmer,  he  won  his  confi- 
dence, fired  his  ambition  and  fixed  his  purpose.  The 
following  winter,  while  teaching  near  Canton,  he  be- 
gan to  devote  his  spare  time  to  a  desultory  reading 
of  la.v,  and  in  the  spring  entered  a  law  office  at  Car- 
lihville,  making  his  home  with  his  elder  brother, 
Elihu.  (riie  latter  was  a  learned  clergyman,  of  con- 
siderable orginaliiy  of  thought  and  doctrine.)  On 
the  next  meeting  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar,  Douglas  being  one  of  his  examiners. 
He  was  not  immediately  successful  in  his  profession, 
and  would  have  located  elsewhere  tlian  Carlinville 
had  he  the  requisite  means.  Thus  his  early  jjoverty 
was  a  blessing  in  disguise,  for  to  it  he  now  attributes 
the  success  of  his  life. 

From  1839  on,  while  he  diligently  pursued  his 
profession,  he  participated  more  or  less  in  local 
iwlitics.  In  1843  he  became  Probate  Judge.  Ir 
1847  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Constitutional  Con 
vention,  where  lie  took  a  leading  part.  In  1852  hi 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  and  at  the  special 
session  of  February,  1854,  true  to  the  anti-slaver) 
sentiments  bred  in  him,  he  took  a  firm  stand  in  op 
]X)sition  to  the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise, 
and  when  the  Nebraska  question  became  a  partj 
issue  he  refused  to  receive  a  re-nomination  for  thi 
Senatorship  at  the  hands  of  the  Democracy,  issuini 
a  circular  to  that  effect.     A    few    weeks   afterward 
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however,  hesitating  to  break  with  his  party,  he  par- 
ticipated in  a  Congressional  Convention  which  nonii- 
T.  L.  Harris  against  Richard  Yates,  and  which 
unqualifiedly  approved  the  principles  of  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  act.  But  later  in  the  campaign  he  made 
the  plunge,  ran  for  the  Senate  as  an  Anti-Nebraska 
Democrat,  and  was  elected.  The  following  winter 
ne  put  in  nomination  for  the  United  States  Senate 
Mr.  Trumbull,  and  was  one  of  the  five  steadfast  men 
who  voted  for  him  until  all  the  Whigs  came  to  their 
support  and  elected  their  man. 

In  1856  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Republican  State 
Convention  at  Bloomington.  Fie  ran  for  Congress  in 
1859,  but  was  defeated.  In  i860  he  was  Republican 
Presidential  Elector  for  the  State  at  large.  In  1861 
ne  was  appointed  one  of  the  five  Delegates  (all  Re- 
publicans) sent  by  Illinois  to  the  peace  <;ongress  at 
A^ashington. 

When  the  civil  conflict  broke  out,  he  offered  his 
services  to  his  country,  and  was  elected  Colonel  of  the 
•4ih  111.  Vol.  Inf ,  and  participated  in  the  engagements 
at  Island  No.  10;  at  Fanr.ington,  where  he  skillfully 
extricated  his  command  from  a  dangerous  position  ; 
at  Stone  River,  where  his  division  for  several  hours, 
Dec.  31,  1862,  held  the  advar.ce  and  stood  like  a 
rock,  and  for  his  gallantry  there  he  was  made  Major 
General;  at  Chickamauga,  where  his  and  Van  Cleve's 
divisions  for  two  hours  maintained  their  position 
when  they  were  cut  off  by  overpowering  numbers 
Under  Gen.  Sherman,  he  was  assigned  to  the  14th 
Army  Corps  and  participated  in  the  Atlanta  campaign. 
At  Peach-Tree  Creek  his  prudence  did  much  to  avert 
disaster.  In  February,  1865,  Gen.  Palmer  was  as- 
signed to  the  military  administration  of  Kentucky, 
which  was  a  delicate  ix)st.  That  State  was  about 
half  rebel  and  half  Union,  and  those  of  tlie  latter 
element  were  daily  fretted  by  the  loss  of  their  slaves. 
He,  who  had  been  bred  to  the  rules  of  common  law, 
trembled  at  the  contemplation  of  his  extraordinary 
power  ov^r  the  persons  and  property  of  his  fellow 
men,  with  which  he  was  vested  in  his  capacity  as 
military  Governor ;  and  he  exhibited  great  caution  in 
the  execution  of  the  duties  of  his  post. 

Gen.  Palmer  was  nominated  for  Governor  of  Illi- 
nois by  the  Republican  State  Convention  which  met 
at  Peorii  M.iy  6,  1868,  and  his  nomination  would 
probably  have  been  made  by  acclamation  had  he  not 
persistently  declared  that  he  could  not  accept  a  can- 


didature for  the  office.  The  result  of  the  ensuing 
election  gave  Mr.  Palmer  a  mnjority  of  44,707  over 
John  R.  Eden,  the  Dimocratic  nominee. 

Oi  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature  in  January, 
1869,  the  first  thing  to  arrest  public  attention  was 
that  portion  of  the  Governor's  message  which  took 
broad  State's  rights  ground.  This  and  some  minor 
pjints,  which  were  more  in  keeping  with  the  Demo- 
cratic sentiment,  constituted  the  entering  wedge  fir 
the  criticisms  and  reproofs  he  afterward  received 
fro  n  the  Republican  pirty,  and  ultimitely  resulted 
in  his  entire  aleniation  from  the  l.itter  element.  The 
Legislature  just  referred  to  was  r.oted  for  the  intro- 
duction of  numerous  bills  in  the  interest  of  private 
parties,  which  were  eml)arrassing  to  tiie  Governor. 
Among  the  public  acts  passed  was  that  which  limited 
railroad  charges  for  passenger  travel  to  a  maximum 
of  three  cents  per  mile;  aid  it  was  passed  over  the 
Governor's  veto.  Also,  they  passed,  over  his  veto, 
the  "tax-grabbing  law"  to  pay  r^.ilroad  subscriptions, 
the  Chicago  Lake  Front  bill,  etc.  The  new  State 
Constitution  of  1870,  far  superior  to  the  old,  was  a 
peaceful  "  revolution"  which  took  place  daring  Gov. 
Palmer's  term  of  office.  The  sufferi)ig  caused  by  the 
great  Chicago  Fire  of  October,  1871,  was  greatly 
alleviated  by  the  prompt  responses  of  his  excellency. 

Since  the  expiration  of  Gov.  Palmers's  term,  he  has 
been  somewhat  prominent  in  Illinois  ix)litics,  and 
has  been  talked  of  by  many,  especially  in  the  Dem- 
ocratic party,  as  the  best  man  in  the  State  for  a 
United  States  Senator.  Hi^  business  during  life  has 
been  that  of  the  law.  Few  excel  him  in  an  accurate 
appreciation  of  the  depth  and  scope  of  its  principles- 
The  great  number  of  his  able  veto  messages  abun- 
dantly testify  not  only  this  but  also  a  rare  capacity  to 
[loint  them  out.  He  is  a  logical  and  cogent  reasoner 
and  an  interesting,  forcible  and  convincing  speaker, 
though  not  fluent  or  ornate.  Without  brilliancy,  his 
dealings  are  rather  with  facts  and  ideas  than  with 
appeals  to  passions  and  prejudices.  He  is  a  patriot 
and  a  statesman  of  very  high  order.  Physically  he  is 
above  the  medium  height,  of  robust  frame,  ruddy 
complexion  and  sanguine-nervous  temperament  He 
has  a  large  cranial  development,  is  vivacious,  social 
in  disposition,  easy  of  approach,  unostentatious  in  his 
habits  of  life,  democratic  in  his  habits  and  manners 
and  is  a  true  .American  in  his  fundamental  principle.' 
of  statesmanshiT. 
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OHN    LOWRiE  BEVER- 

IDGE,  Governor  1873-6,  was 
borji  ill  llie  town  of  Green- 
wich, Washington  Co.,  N.  Y., 

July    6,    1824.       His    parents 

^M^^'ctl'^l'  were  George  and  Ann  Bever- 
'^  '  ^£^'1^  idge.  His  father's  parents,  An- 
drew and  Isabel  Beveridge,  be- 
fore their  marriage  emigrated 
from  Scotland  just  before  the 
Revolutionary  War,  settling  in 
Washington  County.  His  father 
was  the  eldest  of  eight  brothers,  the 
youngest  of  whom  was  60  years  of 
age  when  the  first  one  of  the  num- 
ber died.  His  mother's  parents, 
James  and  Agnes  Hoy,  emigrated 
from  Scotland  at  the  close  of  the 
J  Revolutionary  War,  settling  also  in 
Washington  Co.,  N.  Y.,  with  their 
first-born,  whose  "  native  land  "was 
the  wild  ocean.  His  parents  and 
grandparents  lived  beyond  the  time 
allotted  to  man,  their  average  age 
being  over  80  years.  They  belonged  to  the  "  Asso- 
ciate  Church,"  a   seceding    Presbyterian    body    of 


America  from  the  old  Scotch  school ;  and  so  rigid 
was  the  training  of  young  Beveridge  that  he  never 
heard  a  sermon  from  any  other  minister  except  that 
of  his  own  denomination  until  he  was  in  his  igtli 
year.  Later  in  life  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  which  relation  he  still 
holds. 

Mr.  Beveridge  received  a  good  common-school  ed- 
ucation, but  his  parents,  who  could  obtain  a  livelihood 
only  by  rigid  economy  and  industry,  could  not  send 
him  away  to  college.  He  was  raised  upon  a  farm, 
and  was  in  his  i8th  year  when  the  family  removed 
to  Ue  Kalb  County,  this  State,  when  tiiat  section  was 
very  sparsely  settled.  Chicago  had  less  than  7,000 
inhabitants.  In  this  wild  West  he  continued  as  a 
farm  laborer,  teaching  school  during  the  winter 
months  to  supply  the  means  of  an  education.  In  the 
fall  of  1842  he  attended  one  term  at  the  academy  at 
Granville,  Putnam  Co.,  111.,  and  subsequently  several 
terms  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary  at  Mount  Morris, 
Ogle  Co.,  111.,  complering  the  academic  course.  At 
this  time,  the  fall  of  1845,  his  parents  and  brothers 
were  anxious  to  have  him  go  to  college,  even  though 
he  had  not  money  sufficient;  but,  n  .t  willing  to  bur- 
den the  family,  he  packed  his  trunk  and  with  only 
$40   in  money   sUrted   South    to  seek    his  fortune 
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Poor,  alone,  without  friends  and  influence,  he  thus 
entered  upon  the  battle  of  life. 

First,  he  taught  school  in  Wilson,  Overton  and 
Jackson  Cos.,  Tenn.,  in  which  experience  he  under- 
went considerable  mental  drill,  both  in  book  studies 
and  in  the  ways  of  the  world.  He  read  law  and  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  in  the  South,  but  did  not  learn 
to  love  the  institution  of  slavery,  although  he  ad- 
mired many  features  of  Southern  character.  In  De- 
cember, 1847,  he  returned  North,  and  Jan.  20,  1848, 
he  married  Miss  Helen  M.  Judson,  in  tlieold  Clark- 
Street  M.  E.  church  in  Chicago,  her  father  at  that 
time  being  Pastor  of  the  society  there.  In  the  spring 
of  1848  he  returned  with  his  wife  to  Tennessee, 
where  his  two  children.  Alia  May  and  Philo  Judson, 
were  born. 

In  the  fall  of  1849,  through  the  mismanagement 
of  an  associate,  he  lost  what  little  he  had  accumu- 
lated and  was  left  in  debt.  He  soon  managed  to 
earn  means  to  pay  his  debts,  returned  to  De  Kalb 
Co.,  111.,  and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Sycamore,  the  county  seat.  On  arrival 
from  the  South  he  had  but  one-quarter  of  a  dollar  in 
money,  and  scanty  clothing  and  bedding  for  himself 
and  family.  He  borrowed  a  little  money,  pr.icticed 
.aw,  worked  in  public  offices,  kept  books  for  some  of 
the  business  men  of  the  town,  and  some  railroad  en- 
gineering, till  the  spring  of  1854,  when  he  removed 
to  Evanston,  12  miles  north  of  Chicago,  a  place  then 
but  recently  laid  out,  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Northwestern  Uiiiversity,  a  Methodist  institution. 
Of  the  latter  his  father-in-law  was  then  financial 
agent  and  business  manager.  Here  Mr.  Bsveridge 
prospered,  and  the  next  year  (1855)  opened  a  law 
office  in  Chicago,  where  he  found  the  battle  some- 
what hard;  but  he  persevered  with  encouragement 
and  increasing  success. 

Aug.  12,  1861,  his  law  partner,  Gen.  John  F. 
Farnsworth,  secured  authority  to  raise  a  regiment  of 
cavalry,  and  authorized  Mr.  Beveridge  to  raise  a 
company  for  it.  He  succeeded  in  a  few  days  in  rais- 
ing the  company,  of  course  enlisting  himself  along 
with  it.  The  regiment  rendezvoused  at  St.  Charles, 
m.,  was  mustered  in  Sept.  18,  and  on  its  organiza- 
tion Mr.  B.  was  elected  Second  Major.  It  was  at- 
tached, Oct.  II,  to  the  Eighth  Cavalry  and  to  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac.  He  served  with  the  regiment 
until  November,  1863,  participating  in  some  40  bat- 


tles and  skirmishes  :  was  ai  Fair  Oaks,  tlic  seveii  days 
fight  around  Richmond,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellors- 
ville  and  Gettysburg.  He  commanded  the  r(.-giment 
the  greater  part  of  the  summerof  1863,  and  it  was  while 
lying  in  camp  this  year  that  ht;  originated  the  policy 
of  encouraging  recruits  as  well  as  the  fighting  capac- 
ity of  the  soldiery,  by  the  wholesale  furlough  system 
It  worked  so  well  that  many  oilier  officers  adopted 
it.  In  the  fall  of  this  year  he  recruited  anothercom- 
pany,  against  heavy  odds,  in  January,  1S64,  was 
commissioned  Colonel  of  tlie  17th  111.  Cav.,  and 
skirmished  around  in  Missouri,  concluding  with  the 
reception  of  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Kirby  Smith's 
army  in  Arkansas.  In  1865  he  commanded  various 
sub-districts  in  the  Southwest.  He  was  mustered 
out  Feb.  6,  1866,  safe  from  the  casualties  of  war  and 
a  stouter  man  than  when  he  first  enlisted.  His  men 
idolized  him. 

He  then  returned  to  Chicago,  to  practice  law,  with 
no  library  and  no  clieniaue,  and  10  political  experi- 
ence except  to  help  others  i  ito  office.  In  the  fall  of 
1866  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Cook  County,  serving 
one  term;  next,  until  Novernber,  1870,  he  practiced 
law  and  closed  up  the  unfinished  business  of  his 
office.  He  was  then  elected  State  Senator;  in  No- 
vember, 187 1,  he  was  elected  Congressman  at  large; 
in  November,  1872,  he  was  elected  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor on  the  ticket  with  Gov.  Oglesl.y;  thelatterbe- 
ing  elected  to  the  U.  S.  Senate,  Mr.  Beveridge  became 
Governor,  Jan.  21,  1S73  Thus,  inside  of  a  few 
weeks,  he  was  Congressnia  1  at  large,  Lieutenant 
Governor  and  Governor.  The  principal  events  oc- 
curring during  Gov.  Beveridge's  administration  were: 
The  comi)letion  of  the  revision  of  the  statutes,  begun 
in  1869;  the  partial  success  of  th-;  "farmers'  move- 
ment;" "  Haines'  Legislature  "  a. id  IIHnois'  exhibit  at 
the  Centennial. 

Since  the  close  of  his  guliernatorial  term  ex-Gov 
Beveridge  has  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Bever- 
idge &  Dewey,  bankers  and  dealers  in  commercial 
paper  at  71  Dearborn  Street  (McCormick  Block), 
Chicago,  and  since  November,  1 88 1 ,  he  has  also  been 
Assistant  United  States  Treasurer*  office  in  the 
Government  Building.  His  residence  is  still  at  Ev- 
anston. 

He  has  a  brother  and  two  sisters  yet  residing  in 
De  Kalb  County — James  H.  Beveridge,  Mrs.  Jennet 
Henry  and  Mrs   Isabel  French. 
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HELBY  U.  CULLOM,  Gover- 
nor 1877-83,1^  tiie  sixth  child 
of  the  late  Richard  N.  Cullom, 
and  was  born  Nov.  22,  1S29,  in 
Wayne  Co.,  Ky.,  where  his  fa- 
ther then  resided,  and  whence 
both  the  Ilhnois  and  Tennessee 
branches  of  the  family  originated.  In 
the  following  year  the  family  emi- 
grated to  the  vicinity  of  \Va^hington, 
Tazewell  Co.,  111.,  when  that  section 
was  very  sparsely  settled.  They  lo- 
cated on  Deer  Creek,  in  a  grove  at 
the  time  occupied  by  a  party  of  In- 
dians, attracted  there  by  the  superior 
hunting  and  fishing  afforded  in  that 
vicinity.  The  following  winter  was 
known  as  the  "  hard  winter,"  the  snow  being  very 
deep  and  lasting  and  the  weather  severely  cold;  and 
the  family  had  to  subsist  mainly  on  boiled  corn  or 
hominy,  and  some  wild  game,  for  several  weeks.  In 
the  course  of  time  Mr.  R.  N.  Cullom  became  a  prom- 
inent citizen  and  was  several  times  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  both  before  and  after  the  removal  of  the 
capital  from  Vandalia  to  Springfield.  He  died  about 
'873- 

Until  about  to  years  of  age  young  Cullom  grew  up 

tc  agricuhiiral  pursuits,  attending  school  as  he  had 

'unortunity  during   the   winter.     Within    this   time, 

owever,  he  spent   several  months  teaching  «rhool. 


and  in  the  following  summer  he  "broke  prairie  "with 
an  ox  team  for  the  neighbors.  With  the  money  oh- 
tamed  by  these  various  ventures,  he  undertook  a 
course  of  study  at  the  Rock  River  Seminary,  a 
Methodist  institution  at  Mt.  Morris,  Ogle  County: 
but  the  sudden  change  to  the  in-door  life  of  a  stu- 
dent told  severely  upon  his  health,  and  he  was  taken 
home,  being  considered  in  a  hopeless  condition.  While 
at  Mt.  Morris  he  heard  Hon.  E.  B.  V/ashburne  make 
his  first  speech. 

On  recovering  health,  Mr.  Cullom  concluded  to 
study  law,  under  the  instruction  of  Abraham  Lincoln, 
at  Springfield,  who  had  by  this  time  attained  some 
notoriety  as  an  able  lawyer;  but  the  latter,  being  ab- 
sent from  liis  office  most  of  the  time,  advised  Mr. 
Cullom  to  enter  the  office  of  Stuart  &  Edwards. 
After  about  a  year  of  study  there,  however,  his  health 
failed  again,  and  he  was  obliged  to  return  once  more 
to  out-door  life.  Accordingly  he  bought  hogs  for 
packing,  for  A.  G.  Tyng,  in  I'eoria,  and  while  he  re- 
gained his  health  he  gained  in  purse,  netting  $400  in 
a  few  weeks.  Having  been  aditiitted  to  the  Bar,  he 
went  to  Springfield,  where  he  was  soon  elected  City 
Attorney,  on  the  .\nti- Nebraska  ticket. 

In  1856  he  ran  on  the  Fillmore  ticket  as  a  Presi- 
dential Elector,  and,  although  failing  to  be  elected  as 
such,  he  was  at  the  same  time  elected  a  Rei)resenta- 
tive  in  the  Legislature  from  Sangamon  County,  by  a 
local  coalition  of  the  American  and  Republican  par- 
ties. On  the  organization  of  the  House,  he  received 
the  vote  of  the  Fillmore  men  for  Speaker.    Practic.r^ 
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law  uniil  i860,  he  was  again  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, as  a  Republican,  while  the  county  went  Demo- 
cratic on  the  Presidential  ticket.  In  January  follow- 
ing he  was  elected  Speaker,  probably  the  youngest 
man  who  had  ever  presided  over  an  Illinois  Legis- 
lature. After  the  session  of  1861,  he  was  a  candidate 
for  the  State  Constitutional  Convention  called  for 
that  year,  but  was  defeated,  and  thus  escaped  the 
disgrace  of  being  connected  with  that  abortive  parly 
scheme  to  revolutionize  the  State  Government.  In 
1862  he  was  a  candidate  for  the  State  Senate,  but 
was  defeased.  The  same  year,  however,  he  was  ap- 
pointed by  President  Lincoln  on  a  Government 
Commission,  in  company  with  Gov.  Boutwell  of 
Massachusetts  and  Cnarles  k.  Dana,  since  of  the 
New  York  Sun,  to  investigate  the  affairs  of  the 
Quartermaster's  and  Commissary  Departments  at 
Cairo.     He  devoted  several  months  to  this  duty. 

In  1864  he  enteied  upon  a  larger  political  field, 
being  nominated  as  the  Republican  candidate  for 
Congress  from  the  Eighth  (Springfield)  District,  in 
opposition  to  the  incumbent,  JohnT.  Stuart,  who  had 
been  elected  in  1862  by  about  1,500  majority  over 
Leonard  Swett,  then  of  Bloomington,  now  of  Chicago. 
The  result  was  the  election  of  Mr.  CuUom  in  Novem- 
ber following  by  a  majority  of  1,785.  In  1866  he 
was  re-elected  to  Congress,  over  Dr.  E.  S.  Fowler,  hy 
the  magnificent  majority  of  4,103!  In  i868  he  was 
again  a  candidate,  defeating  the  Hon.  B.  S.  Edwards, 
ani)ther  of  his  old  preceptors,  by  2,884  votes. 

During  his  first  term  in  Congress  he  served  on  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  E.xpenditures  in 
the  Treasury  Department;  in  his  second  term,  on 
the  Committees  on  Foreign  Affairs  and  011  Territories  • 
and  in  his  third  term  he  succeeded  Mr.  Ashley,  of 
Oliio,  to  the  Chairraiinship  of  the  latter.  He  intro- 
duced a  bill  in  the  House,  to  aid  in  the  execution  of 
law  in  Utah,  which  caused  more  consternation  among 
the  Mormons  than  any  measure  had  previously,  but 
which,  though  it  passed  the  House,  failed  to  pass  the 
Senate. 

The  Republican  Convention  which  met  May  25, 
1876,  nominated  Mr.  Culloni  for  Governor,  while  the 
other  contestant  was  Gov.  Beveridge.  For  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor they  nominated  Andrew  Shuman,  editor 
of  the  Chicago  Journal.  For  the  same  offices  the 
Democrat?,  combining  with  the  Anti-Monopolists, 
placed    in    nomination    Lewis    Steward,    a  wealthy 


farmer  and  manufacturer,  and  A.  A.  Glenn.  The 
result  of  the  election  was  rather  close,  Mr.  Cullom 
obtaining  only  6,800  majority.  He  was  inaugarated 
Jan.  8,  1877. 

Great  depression  prevailed  in  financial  circles  at 
this  time,  as  a  consequence  of  the  heavy  failures  of 
1 87  3  and  afterward,  the  effect  of  which  had  seemed 
to  gather  force  from  that  time  to  the  end  of  Gov. 
Cullom's  first  administration.  This  unspeculative 
period  was  not  calculated  to  call  forth  any  new 
issues,  but  the  Governors  energies  were  at  one  time 
put  to  task  to  quell  a  spirit  of  insubordination  that 
had  been  begun  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  among  the  laboring 
classes,  and  transferred  to  Illinois  at  Chicago,  East 
St.  Louis  and  Braidwood,  at  which  places  laboring 
men  for  a  short  tune  refused  to  work  or  allow  others 
to  work.  These  disturbances  were  soon  quelled  and 
the  wheels  of  industry  again  set  in  motion. 

In  May,  i88o.  Gov.  Cullom  was  re-nominated  by 
the  Republicans,  against  Lyman  Trumbull,  by  the 
Democrats;  and  although  the  former  party  was  some- 
what handicapped  in  the  campaign  by  a  zealous 
faction  opposed  to  Grant  for  President  and  to  Grant 
men  for  office  generally,  Mr.  Cullom  was  re-elected 
by  about  314,565,  to  277,532  for  the  Democratic  State 
ticket.  The  Greenback  vote  at  the  same  time  was 
about  27,000.  Both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  again 
became  Republican,  and  no  representative  of  the 
Greenback  or  Socialist  parties  were  elected.  Gov. 
Cullom  was  inaugurated  Jan.  10,  1S81.  In  his  mes- 
sage he  announced  that  the  last  dollar  of  the  State 
debt  had  been  provided  for. 

March  4,  1883,  the  term  of  David  Davis  as  United 
States  Senator  from  Illinois  expired,  and  Gov.  Cul- 
lo  11  was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  This  promoted 
Lieutenant-Governor  John  M.  Hamilton  to  the  Gov- 
ernorship. Senator  Cullom's  term  in  the  United 
StJites  Senate  will  expire  March  4,  i88g. 

As  a  practitioner  oflaw  Mr.  C.  has  been  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Cullom,  Scholes  &  Mather,  at  Spring- 
field; and  he  has  also  been  President  of  the  State 
National  Bank. 

He  has  been  married  twice, — the  first  time  Dec. 
II!,  1855,  to  Miss  Hannah  Fisher,  by  whom  he  had 
t^<o  daughters;  and  the  second  time  May  5,  1863, 
to  Julia  Fisher.  Mrs.  C  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
isl  Episcopal  Church,  with  which  religious  body  Mi, 
C.  is  also  in  sympathy. 
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OHN  MARSHALL  HAMIL- 
TON, Governor  1883-5,  ^^^ 
born  May  28,  1847,  in  a  log 
bouse  upon  a  farm  about  two 
miles  from  Richwood,  Union 
County,  Ohio.  His  father  was 
Samuel  Hamilton,  the  eldest  son 
<  f  Rev.  Wm.  Hamilton,  who,  to- 
gether with  his  brother,  the  Rev. 
Samuel  Hamilton,  was  among  the 
early  pioneer  Methodist  preachers  in 
Ohio.  The  mother  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was,  before  her  marriage, 
Mrs.  Nancy  McMoiris,  who  was 
born  and  raised  in  Fauquier  or  Lou- 
doun County,  Va.,  and  related  to  the 
two  large  families  of  Youngs  and  Marshalls,  well 
known  in  that  commonwealth;  and  from  the  latter 
family  name  was  derived  the  middle  name  of  Gov. 
Hamilton. 

Li  March,  1854,  Mr.  Hamilton's  tnther  sold  out 
his  little  pioneer  forest  home  in  Union  County,  O., 
and,  loading  his  few  household  effects  and  family 
(of  six  children)  into  two  emigrant  covered  wagons, 
moved  to  Roberts  Township.  Marshall  Co.,  111.,  being 
21  days  on  the  route.  Swamps,  unbridged  streams 
and  innumerable  hardships  and  privations  met  them 
on  their  way.  Their  new  lioiiie  had  been  previously 
■^elected  by  the  father.  Here,  after  many  long  years 
of  toil,  they  succeeded  in  payii.g  for  the  land  and 
aiaking  a  comfortai''"  home.     John  was,  of  course, 


brought  up  to  hard  manual  labor,  with  no  schooling 
except  three  or  four  montiis  in  the  year  at  a  common 
country  school.  However,  he  evinced  a  capacity 
and  taste  for  a  high  order  of  self-education,  by 
studying  or  reading  what  l)Ooks  be  could  borrow,  as 
the  family  had  but  very  few  in  the  house.  Much  of 
his  study  he  prosecuted  by  the  light  of  a  log  fire  in 
the  old-fashioned  chimney  place.  The  financial 
panic  of  1857  caused  the  family  to  come  near  losing 
their  home,  to  pay  debts ;  but  the  father  and  two 
sons,  William  and  John,  "buckled  to"  and  perse- 
vered in  hard  labor  and  economy  until  they  redeemed 
their  place  from  the  mortgage. 

When  the  tremendous  excitement  of  the  political 
campaign  of  i860  reached  the  neighborhood  of  Rob- 
erts Township,  young  Hamilton,  who  had  been 
brought  up  in  the  doctrine  of  anti-slavery,  took  a  zeal- 
ous part  ill  favor  of  Lincoln's  election.  Making  special 
efforts  to  procure  a  little  money  to  buy  a  uniform,  he 
joined  a  company  of  Lincoln  Wide-Awakes  at  Mag- 
nolia, a  village  not  far  away.  Directly  after  the 
ensuing  election  it  became  evident  that  trouble 
would  ensue  with  the  South,  and  this  Wide-Awake 
company,  like  many  others  throughout  the  country, 
kept  up  its  organization  and  transformed  itself  into  a 
military  company.  During  the  ensuing  summer  they 
met  often  for  drill  and  became  proficient;  but  when 
they  offered  themselves  for  the  war,  young  Hamilton 
was  rejected  on  account  of  his  youth,  he  being  then 
but  14  years  of  age.  During  the  winter  of  1863-4  he 
attended  an  academy  at   Henry,  Marshall  County, 
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and  in  the  following  May  he  again  enlisted,  for  the 
fourth  time,  when  he  was  placed  in  the  141st  111. 
VoL  Inf.,  a  regiment  then  being  raised  at  Elgin,  111., 
for  the  100-day  service.  He  took  with  him  13  other 
lads  from  his  neighborhood,  for  enlistment  in  the 
service.  This  regiment  operated  in  Southwestern 
Kentucky,  for  about  five  months,  under  Gen.  Paine. 

The  following  winter,  1S64-5,  ^''-  Hamilton  taught 
school,  and  during  the  two  college  years  1865-7,  he 
went  through  three  years  of  the  curriculum  of  the 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University  at  Delaware,  Ohio.  The 
third  year  he  graduated,  the  fourth  in  a  class  of  46, 
in  the  classical  department.  In  due  time  he  received 
the  degree  of  M.  A.  For  a  few  months  he  was  the 
Principal  of  Marshall  "  College  "  at  Henry,  an  acad- 
emy under  the  auspices  of  the  M.  E.  Church.  By 
this  time  he  had  commenced  the  study  of  law,  and 
after  earning  some  money  as  a  temporary  Professor 
of  Latin  at  the  Illinois  Wesleyan  University  at 
Bloomington,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Weldon, 
Tipton  &  Benjamin,  of  lh.it  city.  Each  member  of 
this  firm  has  since  been  distinguished  as  a  Judge. 
Admitted  to  the  Bar  in  May,  1870,  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  given  an  interest  in  the  same  firm,  Tipton  hav- 
ing been  elected  Judge.  In  October  following  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  J.  H.  Rowell,  at  that  time 
Prosecuting  Attorney.  Their  business  was  then 
small,  but  they  increased  it  to  very  large  proportions, 
practicing  in  all  grades  of  courts,  including  even  the 
U.  S.  Supreme  Court,  and  this  partnership  continued 
atn broken  until  Feb.  6,  1883,  when  Mr.  Hamilton 
was  sworn  in  as  E,xecut:ve  of  Illinois.  On  the  4tli 
•f  March  following  Mr.  Rowell  took  his  seat  in  Con- 
gress. 

In  July,  187 1,  Mr.  Hamilton  married  Miss  Helen 
M.  Williams,  the  daughter  of  Prof  Wm.  G.  Williams, 
Professor  of  Greek  in  the  Ohio  Weileyan  University. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  H.  have  two  daughters  and  one  son. 

In  1876  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  by  the  Re- 
publicans for  the  State  Senate,  over  other  and  older 
competitors.  He  took  an  active  pact  "  on  the  stump  " 
in  the  campaign,  for  the  success  of  iiis  party,  and  was 
elected  by  a  majority  of  1,640  over  his  Democratic- 
Greenback  opponent.  In  the  Senate  he  served  on 
the  Committees  on  Judiciary,  Revenue,  State  Insti- 
tutions, Appropriations,  Education,  and  on  Miscel- 
lany ;  and  during  the  contest  for  the  election  of  a 
U.  S.  Senator,  the  Republicans  endeavoring  to  re- 


elect John  A.  Logan,  he  voted  for  the  war  chief  on 
every  ballot,  even  alone  when  all  the  other  Republi- 
cans had  gone  over  to  the  Hon.  E.  B.  Lawrence  and 
the  Democrats  and  Independents  elected  Judg? 
David  Davis.  At  this  session,  also,  was  passed  the 
first  Board  of  Health  and  Medical  Practice  act,  of 
which  Mr.  Hamilton  was  a  champion,  against  C3 
much  opposition  that  the  bill  was  several  times 
"  laid  on  the  table."  Also,  this  session  authorized 
the  location  and  establishment  of  a  southern  peni- 
tentiary, which  was  fixed  at  Chester.  In  the  session 
of  1879  Mr.  Hamilton  was  elected  President /r^  iVw. 
of  the  Senate,  and  was  a  zealous  supporter  of  John 
A.  Logan  for  the  U.  S.  Senate,  who  wag  this  time 
elected  without  any  trouble. 

In  May,  1880,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  nominated  on 
the  Republican  ticket  for  Lieutenant  Governor,  his 
principal  competitors  before  the  Convention  being 
Hon.  Wm.  A.  James,  ex-Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Representatives,  Judge  Robert  Bell,  of  '*^abash 
County,  Hon.  T.  T.  Fountain,  of  Perry  County,  and 
Hon.  M.  M.  Saddler,  of  Marion  County.  He  engaged 
actively  in  the  campaign,  and  his  ticket  was  elected 
by  a  majority  of  41,200.  As  Lieutenant  Governor, 
he  presided  almost  continuously  over  the  Senate  in 
the  32d  General  Assembly  and  during  the  early  days 
of  the  33d,  until  he  succeeded  to  the  Governorship. 
When  the  Legislature  of  1883  elected  Gov.  Cullom 
to  the  United  States  Senate,  Lieut.  Gov.  Hamilton 
succeeded  him,  under  the  Constitution,  taking  the 
oath  of  office  Feb.  6,  1883.  He  bravely  met  all  the 
annoyances  and  embarrassments  incidental  upon 
taking  up  another's  administration.  The  principal 
events  with  which  Gov.  Hamilton  was  connected  as 
the  Chief  Executive  of  the  State  were,  the  mine  dis- 
aster at  Braidwood,  the  riots  in  St.  Clair  and  Madison 
Counties  in  May,  1883,  the  appropriations  for  the 
State  militia,  the  adoption  of  the  Harper  high-license 
liquor  law,  the  veto  of  a  dangerous  railroad  bill,  etc. 

The  Governor  was  a  Delegate  at  large  to  the 
National  Republican  Convention  at  Chicago  in  June, 

1884,  where  his  first  choice  for  President  was  John 
A.  Logan,  and  second  choice  Chester  A.  Arthur;  but 
he  afterward  zealously  worked  for  the  election  of  Mr. 
Blaine,  true  to  his  party. 

Mr.  Hamilton's  term  as  Governor  expired  Jan.  30, 

1885,  when  the  great  favorite  "Dick"  Oglesby  was 
inaugurated. 
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OSEPII  AVILSON  FIFER.  This 
distinguished  gentleman  was 
elected  Governor  of  Illinois 
>;cveniber  6,  1888.  He  was 
popularl}^  known  during  the 
campaign  as  "Private  Joe."  He 
had  served  with  great  devotion 
to  his  countrj'  during  the  Re- 
bellion, in  the  Thirty-third 
Illinois  Infantry.  A  native  of 
Virginia,  he  was  born  in  1840. 
His  parents,  John  and  Mary 
(Daniels)  Fifer,  were  American 
born,  though  of  German  de- 
scent. His  father  was  a  brick 
and  stone  mason,  and  an  old 
Henry  Clay  Whig  in  politics.  John  and  Mary 
Fifer  had  nine  children,  of  whom  Joseph  was  the 
sixth,  and  naturally,  with  so  large  a  familj",  it  was 
all  the  father  could  do  to  keep  the  wolf  from  the 
door,  to  say  nothing  of  giving  his  children  anj-- 
thiiig  like  good  educational  advantages. 

Joseph  attended  school  for  a  while  in  Virgina, 
but  it  was  not  a  good  school,  and  when  his  fatlier 
removed  to  tlie  West,  in  1857,  Joseph  had  not  ad- 
vanced much  further  than  the  "First  Reader." 
Our  subject  was  sixteen  then  and  suffered  a  great 
misfortune  in  the  loss  of   his  mother.     After  the 


death  of  Mrs.  Fifei-,  which  occurred  in  Missouri, 
the  family  returned  to  Virgina,  but  remained  only 
a  short  time,  as  during  the  same  year  Mr.  Fifer 
came  to  Illinois.  He  settled  in  McLean  County 
and  started  a  brickyard.  Here  Joseph  and  his 
brothers  were  i)ut  to  work.  The  elder  Mr.  Fifer  soon 
bought  a  farm  near  Bloomington  and  began  life 
as  an  agriculturist.  Here  Joe  worked  and  attended 
the  neighboring  school.  He  alternated  farm-work, 
and  brick-laying,  going  to  the  district  school  for 
the  succeeding  few  years.  It  was  all  work  and  no 
play  for  Joe,  yet  it  by  no  means  made  a  dull  boy 
of  him.  All  the  time  he  was  thinking  of  the  great 
world  outside,  of  which  he  had  caught  a  glimpse 
when  coming  from  Virginia,  yet  he  did  not  know 
just  how  he  was  going  to  get  out  into  it.  He 
could  not  feel  that  the  woods  around  the  new  farm 
and  the  log  cabin,  in  which  the  family  lived,  were 
to  hold  him. 

The  opportunity'  to  get  out  into  the  world  was 
soon  offered  to  young  Joe.  He  traveled  a  dozen 
miles  barefoot,  in  companj'  witli  iiis  l)rothcr  George, 
and  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Tliirty-third  Illinois 
Infantry,  lie  being  tlieu  twenty  j-ears  old.  In  a 
few  days,  the  regiment  was  sent  to  Camp  HutkM-, 
and  then  over  into  Missouri,  and  saw  some  vigor- 
ous service  there.  After  a  second  time  helping  to 
chase  Price  out  of  Missouri,  the  Thirty-third   Regi- 
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ment  went  down  to  Milliken's  Bend,  and  for  several 
weeks  "Private  Joe"  worked  on  Grant's  famous 
ditch.  The  regiment  then  joined  the  forces  oper- 
ating against  Port  Gibson  and  Vieksburg.  Joe 
was  on  guard  duty  in  the  fi'ont  ditches  when  the 
flag  of  surrender  was  run  up  on  the  4th  of  July, 
and  stuck  the  bayonet  of  his  gun  into  the  embank- 
ment and  went  into  the  city  with  the  vanguard  of 
Union  soldiers. 

The  next  day,  July  5,  the  Thirty-third  joined 
the  force  after  Johnston,  who  had  been  threatening 
Grant's  rear;  and  finally  an  assault  was  made  on  him 
at  Jackson,  Miss.  In  this  charge  "Private  Joe"  fell, 
terribly  wounded.  He  was  loading  his  gun,  when 
a  minie-ball  struck  him  and  passed  entirely 
through  his  body.  He  was  regarded  as  mortally 
wounded.  His  brother,  George,  who  had  been 
made  a  Lieutenant,  proved  to  be  the  means  of  sav- 
ing his  life.  The  Surgeon  told  him  that  unless  he 
had  ice  his  brother  could  not  live.  It  was  fifty  miles 
to  the  nearest  point  where  ice  could  be  obtained, 
and  the  roads  were  rough.  A  comrade,  a  McLean 
County  man,  who  had  been  wounded,  offered  to 
make  the  trip.  An  ambulance  was  secured  and 
the  brother  soldier  started  on  the  journey.  He  re- 
turned with  the  ice,  but  the  trip,  owing  to  the 
roughness  of  the  road,  was  very  hard  on  him.  Af- 
ter a  few  months'  careful  nursing,  Mr.  Fifer  was  able 
to  come  home.  The  Thirty-third  came  home  on  a 
furlough,  and  when  the  boys  were  ready  to  return 
to  the  tented  field,  youug  Fifer  was  ready  to  go 
with  them,  for  he  was  determined  to  finish  his 
term  of  three  years.  He  was  mustered  out  in  Oct- 
ober, 1864,  having  been  in  the  service  three  years 
and  two  months. 

"Private  Joe"  came  out  of  the  army  a  tall,  tan- 
ned, and  awkward  young  man  of  twenty-four. 
About  all  he  possessed  was  ambition  to  be  some- 
body— and  pluck.  Though  at  an  age  when  most 
men  have  finished  their  college  course,  the  j'oung 
soldier  saw  that  if  he  was  to  be  anybody  he  must 
have  an  education.  Yet  he  had  no  means  to  ena- 
ble him  to  enter  school  as  most  young  men  do. 
He  was  determined  to  have  an  education,  however, 
and  that  to  him  meant  success.  For  the  following 
four  years  he  struggled  with   his  books.     He   en- 


tered Wesleyan  University  January  1,  1865.  He 
was  not  a  brilliant  student,  being  neither  at  the 
head  nor  at  the  foot  of  his  class.  He  was  in  great 
earnest,  however,  studied  hard  and  came  forth  with 
a  well-stored  and  disciplined  mind. 

Immediately  after  being  graduated,  he  entered 
an  office  at  Bloomington  as  a  law  student.  He 
had  previously  read  law  a  little,  and  as  he  continued 
to  work  hard,  with  the  spur  of  poverty  and  prompt- 
ings of  ambition  ever  with  him,  he  was  ready,  to 
hang  out  his  professional  shingle  in  1869.  Being 
trustworthy,  he  soon  gathered  about  him  some  in- 
fluential friends.  In  1871  he  was  elected  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  of  Bloomington.  In  1872  he  was 
elected  State's  Attorney  of  McLean  County.  This 
office  he  held  eight  years,  when  he  took  his  seat  in 
the  State  Senate.  He  served  for  four  years.  His 
ability  to  perform  abundance  of  hard  work  made 
him  a  most  valued  member  of  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Fifer  was  married  in  1870  to  Gertie,  daugh- 
ter of  William  J.  Lewis,  of  Bloomington.  Mr.  Fifer 
is  six  feet  in  height  and  is  spare,  weighing  onl3'one 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds.  He  has  a  swarthy  com- 
plexion, keen  black  eyes,  quick  movement,  and  pos- 
sesses a  frank  and  s>'mpathetic  nature,  and  natur- 
lly  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes.  During  the 
late  gubernatorial  campaign  his  visits  throughout 
the  State  proved  a  great  power  in  his  behalf.  Ills 
faculty  of  winning  the  confidence  and  good  wishes 
of  those  with  whom  he  comes  in  personal  contact 
is  a  source  of  great  popularity,  especially  during  a 
political  battle.  As  a  speaker  he  is  fluent,  his  lan- 
guage is  good,  voice  clear  and  agreeable,  and  man- 
ner forcible.  His  manifest  earnestness  in  what  .le 
says,  as  well  as  his  tact  as  a  public  speaker,  and  his 
eloquent  and  forceful  language,  make  him  a  most 
valuable  campaign  orator  and  a  powerful  pleader 
at  the  bar.  At  the  Republican  State  Convention, 
held  in  May,  1888,  Mr.  Fifer  was  chosen  as  its 
candidate  for  Governor.  He  proved  a  popular 
nominee,  and  the  name  of  "Private  Joe"  became 
familiar  to  everyone  throughout  the  State.  He 
waged  a  vigorous  campaign,  was  elected  by  a  good 
majority,  and  in  due  time  assumed  the  duties  of 
the  Chief  Executive  of  Illinois. 
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/jl^OIIN    P.  ALTGELD,   the   present 
'|:       Governor  of  Illinois, is  a  native 
(^  of  Prussia, born  in  1848.  Shortly 
after  his  birth  his   parents  emi- 
-■  \r\t>,      V     gi'ated  to  America,  locating  on 

^;  ,.-j  ..JJia  il  .:•'  a  farm  near  Mansfield,  Ohio. 
When  but  a  mere  lad,  young 
Altgeld  had  to  walk  from  the 
farm  to  Mansfield  with  butter, 
eggs  and  garden  produce,  which 
he  peddled  from  house  to  house. 
About  1856,  his  parents  moved 
to  the  city  of  Mansfield,  and  for 
a  time  our  subject  was  engaged 
morning  and  evening  in  driv- 
ing cattle  to  and  from  the  pas- 
ture, a  distance  of  eight  miles.  When  fourteen 
years  of  age  he  hired  out  as  a  farm  hand,  and  con- 
tinued in  that  avocation  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  until  he  was  sixteen  3'ears  of  age,  when  he 
enlisted  in  Companj'  C,  One  Hundred  and  Sixty- 
fourlh  Ohio  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  On  being  mustered  in,  the  regiment  was 
sent  to  Wasiiington  and  was  actively  engaged  in 
the  various  campaigns  in  and  around  that  city 
until  the  surrender  of  Lee.  In  the  fall  of  1864, 
young  Altgeld  was  taken  sick,  while  with  his  regi- 
ment in  the  front,  and  the  surgeon  desired  to  send 
him  to  a  hospital  ia  Washington;  but  he  asked  to 


be  allowed  to  remain  with  the  regiment,  and  soon 
recovering  from  his  sickness  was  actively  engaged 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  mustered  out 
at  Columbus,  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of  1865.  The 
succeeding  summer  he  worked  with  his  father  on 
a  farm,  during  whidi  time  he  became  connected 
with  the  Sunday-school  and  was  given  charge  •>» 
the  Bible  class.  Before  entering  the  army  he  had 
but  ver}'  limited  educational  advantages,  having 
attended  scliool  but  a  part  of  two  summers  and 
one  winter.  He  had  at  home,  however,  studied 
the  German  language  and  had  become  familiar 
with  some  German  authors.  Determining  to  fit 
himself  for  a  useful  life,  lie  resolved  to  attend  a 
select  school  at  Lexington,  Ohio,  and  in  a  little 
eight-b3--ten  room,  meagrely  furnished,  he  kept 
"bachelor's  hall,"  and  in  time  was  so  far  advanced 
that  he  secured  a  certificate  as  teacher,  and  for 
two  years  was  engaged  in  that  [)rofession.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  left  home  and  traveled  exten- 
sively over  the  countr}',  working  at  odd  jobs,  un- 
til he  finally  reached  Savannah,  Mo.,  where  he  en- 
tered a  law  oflTice,  and  in  1870  w.as  admitted  to  the 
Bar.  In  the  fall  of  1872,  he  ran  as  •  rosecuting 
Attorney-  for  Andrews  County,  Mo.,  and  was  de- 
feated Viv  four  votes.  He  ran  again  in  1874  and 
was  elected.  But  life  in  the  small  town  of  Savan- 
nah was  a  little  too  monotonous  for  him,  and  he 
determined  to   locate   in   Chicago.    In   October, 
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1875,  be  resigned  the  oflSce  of  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney, moved  to  Chicago,  and  at  once  commenced 
the  practice  of  law.  For  some  \-ears  after  he  had 
but  little  to  do  with  politics,  confining  himself  to 
his  piactice  and  dealing  in  real  estate.  One  year 
after  his  arrival  in  Chicago  he  found  himself  with- 
out a  dollar,  and  in  debt  some  $400.  By  a  streak  of 
good  luck,  as  it  might  be  termed,  he  won  a  case  in 
court,  from  which  he  received  a  fee  of  $900,  and 
after  paying  his  debt  he  had  $500  left,  which  he 
invested  in  real  estate.  This  venture  proved  a 
successful  one,  and  from  that  time  on  the  profits 
Of  one  transaction  were  invested  in  others,  and 
to-day  he  is  numbered  among  the  millionaire  resi- 
dents of  the  great  metropolis  of  the  West. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Altgeld  was  nominated  for  Con- 
gress, but  was  defeated  by  three  thousand  votes. 
In  1886,  he  was  nominated  and  elected  Judge  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  Cook  County.  His  services 
as  Judge  were  such  as  to  commend  him  to  the  peo- 
ple.    Early  in  the  year  1892,  by  the  solicitation  of 


many  friends,  he  announced  himself  as  a  candi- 
date for  Governor.  At  the  ctmvcntion  held 
April  27,  he  received  the  nomination  and  at  once 
entered  upon  an  active  canvass.  Alone,  he  traveled 
all  over  the  entire  State,  and  visited  and  consulted 
with  the  leading  politicians  of  every  section.  lie 
made  few  public  speeches,  however,  until  near  the 
close  of  the  campaign,  but  it  was  very  evident  that 
he  was  master  of  the  situation  at  all  times.  When 
the  votes  were  counted  at  the  close  of  election 
day,  it  was  found  that  he  had  a  majority  of  the 
votes,  and  so  became  tlie  fust  Democratic  Governor 
of  Illinois  since  1856. 

Born  in  poverty,  alone,  single-handed  and  un- 
aided, he  faced  the  world,  and  witli  a  determina- 
tion to  succeed,  he  pressed  forward,  until  to-day  he 
has  a  National  reputation,  and  is  the  envied  of 
many.  The  lesson  of  his  life  is  worthy  of  careful 
study  by  the  young,  and  shows  what  can  be  done 
b^'  one  who  lias  the  desire  in  his  heart  to  attain  a 
front  rank  among  the  noted  men  of  the  country. 
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IE  time  has  arrived  when  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the 
people  of  this  county  to  per- 
petuate the  names  of  their 
pioneers,  to  furnish  a  record 
of  their  early  settlement, 
and  relate  the  story  of  their 
progress.  The  civilization  of  our 
day,  the  enlightenment  of  the  age 
and  the  duty  that  men  of  the  pres- 
ent time  owe  to  their  ancestors,  to 
themselves  and  to  their  posterity, 
demand  that  a  record  of  their  lives 
and  deeds  should  be  made.  In  bio- 
graphical history  is  found  a  power 
to  instruct  man  by  precedent,  to 
enliven  the  mental  faculties,  and 
to  waft  down  the  river  of  time  a 
■^afe  vessel  in  which  the  names  and  actions  of  the 
[leopie  who  contributed  to  raise  this  country  from  its 
l>rimitive  state  may  be  preserved.  Surely  and  rapidly 
the  f;reat  and  aged  men,  who  in  their  prime  entered 
the  wilderness  and  claimed  the  virgin  soil  as  their 
heritage,  are  passing  to  their  graves.  The  number  re- 
maining wlioc;in  relate  the  incidents  of  llie  first  days 
if  setilement  is  becoming  small  indeed,  so  that  an 
nctual  necessity  exists  for  the  collection  and  [ireser- 
vation  of  events  without  delay,  before  all  the  early 
settlers  are  cut  down  by  the  scythe  of  Time. 

To  be  forgotten  has  been  the  great  dread  of  mankind 
from  remotest  ages.  All  will  be  forgotten  soon  enough, 
in  spite  of  their  best  works  and  the  most  earnest 
efforts  of  their  friends  to  perserve  the  memory  of 
tiieir  lives.  The  means  employed  to  prevent  oblivion 
and  to  perpetuate  their  memory  has  been  in  projxjr- 
tion  'o  the  nmount  of  intelligence  they  possessed. 
Th  ;  pyrainiils  of  Kgvpt  were  built  to  perpet'.iate  the 
names  and  deeds  of  their  great  rulers.  The  exhu- 
mations m.idc  by  the  arv'ieologists  of  Egy[jt  from 
buried  Men.phis  indicate  a  desire  of  those  people 


to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  their  achievements. 
The  erection  of  the  great  obelisks  were  for  the  same 
purpose.  Coming  down  to  a  later  period,  we  find  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  erecting  mausoleums  and  monu- 
ments, and  carving  out  statues  to  chronicle  their 
great  achievements  and  carry  them  down  the  ages. 
It  is  also  evident  that  the  Mound-builders,  in  piling 
up  their  great  mounds  of  earth,  had  but  this  idea — 
to  leave  something  to  show  that  they  had  lived.  All 
these  works,  though  many  of  them  costly  in  the  ex- 
treme, give  but  a  faint  idea  of  the  lives  and  charac- 
ters of  those  whose  memory  they  were  intended  to 
perpetuate,  and  scarcely  anything  of  the  masses  of 
the  people  that  then  lived.  The  great  pyramids  and 
some  of  the  obelisks  remain  objects  only  of  curiosity; 
the  mausoleums,  monuments  and  statues  are  crum- 
bling into  dust. 

It  was  left  to  modern  ages  to  establish  an  intelli- 
gent, undecaying,  immutable  method  of  perpetuating 
a  full  history — immutable  in  that  it  is  almost  un- 
limited in  extent  and  perpetual  in  its  action;  and 
this  is  through  the  art  of  printing. 

To  the  present  generation,  however,  we  are  in- 
debted for  the  introduction  of  the  admirable  system 
of  local  biography.  By  this  system  every  man,  though 
he  has  not  achieved  what  the  world  calls  greatness, 
has  the  means  to  perpetuate  his  life,  his  history, 
through  the  coming  ages. 

The  scythe  of  Time  cuts  down  all ;  nothing  of  the 
physical  man  is  left.  The  monutnent  which  his  chil- 
dren or  friends  may  erect  to  his  memory  in  the  cemt, 
tery  will  crumble  into  dust  and  pass  away;  but  his 
life,  his  achievements,  the  work  he  has  accomplished, 
which  otherwise  would  be  forgotten,  is  perpetuated 
by  a  record  of  this  kind. 

To  preserve  the  lineaments  of  our  companions  we 
engrave  their  portraits,  for  the  same  reason  we  col- 
lect the  attainable  facts  of  their  history.  Nor  do  we 
think  it  necessary,  as  we  s[)eak  only  truth  of  them,  to 
wait  until  they  are  dead,  or  until  those  who  know 
them  are  gone: -to  do  this  we  are  ashamed  only  to 
publish  to  the  world  the  history  of  those  whose  lives 
are  unworthy  of  public  record. 


GEN.  JOHN  A.  LOGAN. 
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^^!^  EN.  JOHN  A.  LOGAN  was  born  in  Frank- 

1824.  He  entered  mili. 
Captain  in  the  Mexican  War 
and  served  for  two  j'ears.  At  the  beginning  of 
the  Civil  War  he  espoused  the  cause  of  the  Union 
and  entered  the  volunteer  service  in  1861,  when 
he  raised  and  commanded  the  Thirty-first  Illinois 
Infantry.  At  the  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  he  led 
his  men  into  the  fight  with  great  gallantry. 
Though  they  were  raw  troops  and  had  never  stood 
fire,  yet  they  fought  on  this  occasion,  under  the 
lead  of  Colonel  Logan,  with  a  bravery  seldom  sur- 
passed by  veteran  soldiers. 

At  the  battle  of  Ft.  Donelson,  Colonel  Logan's 
command  held  the  right  of  the  line  and  was 
pressed  b\'  overwhelming  odds.  Stubbornlj'  resist- 
ing the  massed  columns  of  the  enemy,  he  succeeded 
in  holding  his  position  until  reinforcements  were 
brought  and  the  Confederates  tinall}-  driven  from 
the  field.  On  that  occasion  he  was  severely 
wounded  the  first  day  of  the  battle,  but  refused  to 
go  to  the  rear.  For  his  meritorious  conduct  in 
that  engagement  he  was  made  a  Brigadier-General 
and  assigned  to  the  army  under  command  of  Gen- 
eral Grant.  At  the  battle  of  Shiloh  he  displayed 
his  usual  courage  and  solid  fighting  qualities.  For 
daring  and  distinguished  conduct  at  this  terrible 
trial  of  strength  between  the  great  contending 
armies,  be  was  promoted  to  Major-General  Novem- 
ber 29,  1862. 

Taking  command  of  a  division.  General  Logan 
accompanied  Grant  through  the  Vicksburg  cam- 
paign, and  after  the  fall  of  that  city,  the  Father  of 
Waters  became,  as  in  days  past,  the  corunion  prop- 
erty of  the  American  people.  Before  the  war  be- 
gan. General  Logan,  in  a  speech  to  the  people  of 
Illinois,  declared  that  "  If  the  rebel  states,  or  an}' 
other  foreign  Government,  ever  attempted  to  con- 


trol the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi  River  the  men  of 
the  northwest  would  hew  their  way  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  sword  in  hand."  That  prophecy  was 
fully  realized.  The  people  of  the  northwest  nobly 
vindicated  the  truth  of  what  General  Logan  had 
said  3'ears  before,  and  forever  settled  tlie  question 
that  the  men  of  the  great  northwest  are  unaltera- 
bly resolved  that  the  Mississippi  River  is  the  com- 
mon birthright  of  the  children  of  its  far-spreading 
valleys,  which  they  will  neither  voluntarily  relin- 
quish nor  peacefully  surrender.  It  was  indeed  a 
proud  day  for  General  Logan  when  he  could  stand 
on  the  ruins  of  the  last  hostile  fortification  along 
this  noble  river  and  fully  realize  the  thought  that 
the  yeomanry  of  the  northwest  had  literally 
carved  their  way  through  the  entire  Confederacy 
to  vindicate  their  claim  to  this,  the  greatest  of  all 
American  rivers.  The  Stars  and  Stripes  could  now 
be  raised  on  a  steamboat  at  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  and 
borne,  proudly  waving,  to  the  mouth  of  the  na- 
tional thoroughfare  and  out  on  the  gulf  below. 
This  work  having  been  finished  by  the  western 
army,  the  command  sought  other  fields  of  con- 
quest. 

From  Vicksburg  General  Logan  started  with 
Sherman,  through  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  to  the 
relief  of  Chattanooga,  in  Tennessee.  November 
24,  1863,  the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge  was  fought 
and  won.  In  that  great  conflict  Logan  bore  a  con- 
spicuous part  and  again  accjuitted  himself  with 
distinguished  honor.  At  the  beginning  of  tiie  At- 
lanta campaign  he  was  placed  in  command  of  the 
Fifteenth  Atlanta  Cavalry.  In  command  of  this 
corps  he  made  the  celebrated  march  through  the 
entire  Confederacy,  from  Chattanooga  to  Atlanta, 
thence  to  Savannah,  through  the  Carolinas  and 
Virginia  to  Richmond,  and  on  to  Washington.  On 
reaching  the  latter  city  General   Howard  was  ap- 


204 


POIiTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


pointed  Superintendent  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau, 
and  General  Logan  succeeded  to  the  command  of 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  consisting  of  tiie  Fif- 
teenth and  Seventeenth  Atlanta  C'avalr}'.  Thus 
from  the  position  of  an  humble  station  he  had 
fought  his  way  to  the  supreme  command  of  a 
magnilicent  armv  of  a  hundred  thousand  men. 

In  every  department  of  life  the  native  talents 
and  energy  of  the  General  brought  him  success. 
As  a  lawyer  his  was  a  brilliant  career.  As  a  poli- 
tician, lie  had,  before  the  Rebellion,  attained  a 
wide  and  growing  popularity  in  Illinois,  having 
been  elected  to  Congress,  and  having  held  other 
posts  of  honor.  Illinois  ma^-  be  proud  of  her  Logan, 
whose  noble  valor  has  vindicated  her  honor  in 
man3'  a  fiercely  fought  battle,  and  whose  eminent 
achievements  in  peaceful  pursuits  are  surpassed 
only  by  his  daring  deeds  in  the  bloody  theatre  of 
war.  He  was  a  lover  of  militar}-  science  and  born 
to  be  a  commander.  Among  the  soldiers  he  was 
the  idol  of  the  Army  of  the  Tennessee.  He  was 
loved  bj'  his  men  not  only  because  he  was  their 
commander,  but  literally  their  leader  on  all  occa- 
sions where  danger  was  to  be  encountered. 

At  the  close  of  the  Civil  War,  (General  Logan 
resigned  his  position  and  retired  to  civic  life, 
though  from  that  time  until  his  death,  December 
26, 1886,  he  was  closely  associated  with  the  history 
of  Illinois  and  the  United  States  as  well.  In  per- 
son he  was  a  remarkable  man,  resembling  no  other 
general.  His  complexion  was  dark,  his  eyes  and 
hair  very  black,  and  in  stature  he  was  low  and 
heav3^  He  wore  his  hair  and  mustache  long, 
which  increased  his  resemblance  to  the  Indian 
chiefs  of  the  western  wilds. 
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APT.  A.  BEECHER,  who  now  follows  farm- 
ing on  section  20,  Makanda  Township, 
^''  Jackson  County,  is  one  of  the  honored  vet- 
erans of  the  late  war,  who  valiantly  followed  the 
Old  Flag  through  the  thickest  of  the  tight  and 
stood  by  the  Union  until  its  preservation  was  an 
assured  fact.  He  was  born  in  Canada,  April  30, 
1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Alex  and  Harriet  Beecher, 
who  are  still  living   in   that  country.     His  father 


was  born  in  Massachusetts,  but  his  mother  was 
born  in  Canada,  and  was  of  French  descent.  The 
Captain  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  was  educated 
in  the  common  schools.  He  followed  brick-mak- 
ing for  a  few  years,  and  in  1858  came  to  the 
United  .States.  After  a  vear  spent  in  St.  Louis, 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Makanda  Township, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 

On  the  14th  of  August,  1862,  Mr.  Beecher  be- 
came a  member  of  Company  D,  Eighty-ninth  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  He  joined  the  regiment  at  Chicago, 
and  was  sent  to  Louisville,  where  the  troops  were 
attached  to  General  Buell's  command,  and  entered 
the  MurfreesbOro  campaign,  participating  in  the 
battles  of  .Perryville,  Murfreesboro,  Libei^y  Gap, 
Hoover's  (iap,  Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  Knox- 
ville,  Daudndge  and  Lookout  Mountain.  He  also 
helped  to  build  the  railroad  bridge  across  the  Hal- 
sten  River,  and  then  burned  it.  The  Atlanta  cam- 
paign came  on,  and  Captain  Beecher  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Buzzard's  Roost,  Resaca,  Dal  ton. 
Peach  Tree  Creek,  Marietta,  Atlanta,  Lovejo}'  Sta- 
tion, .Jonesboro,  Pulaski,  Pleasant  Hill,  Franklin 
and  Nashville.  He  served  under  Generals  Buell, 
Rosecrans  and  Thomas.  On  the  16th  of  November, 
1863,  he  was  made  Second  Lieutenant,  and  in 
October,  1864,  became  First  Lieutenant.  He  com- 
manded the  companj'  from  September  21,  1863, 
until  mustered  out,  June  27,  1865.  He  was  never 
off  duty  and  was  never  absent  from  a  battle.  A 
brave  and  faithful  soldier,  he  was  always  found  at 
his  post,  faithful  to  the  Old  Flag,  which  now  floats 
triumphantly  over  the  united  Nation. 

Captain  Beecher  was  married  August  21,  1865, 
to  Miss  Belle  Hilliard,  who  was  born  in  Greene 
Count\',  Ohio,  January  7, 1844.  Thej  became  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  of  whom  eight  are  j'ct  liv- 
ing: Ilattie  S.,  wife  of  Henry  M.  Ingram,  of 
Pinckneyville,  by  whom  she  has  two  children; 
Alex  M.,  of  California;  Blanche  B.,  wife  of  Allen 
Penrod,  by  whom  she  has  one  child;  Fred  Merrill;" 
Alida  A.,  Josephine  Myra,  Katie  Maud  and  Henry 
Ward.  The  family  are  all  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Jlpiscopal  Church,  and  take  an  active  part  in 
church  and  Sunday-school  work.  Miss  Alida  is 
successfull}'  engaged  in  teaching,  and  is  a  promi- 
nent worker  in  the  Ep worth  League.     The  Captain 
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is  the  oldest  Mason  in  Mal^anda  Township,  and 
has  frequently  held  offices  in  his  lodge.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  to  Makanda 
Post,  G.  A.  R.  In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican, and  in  the  year  1890  served  as  Census 
Enumerator  of  his  district.  Since  the  year  1859 
he  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm,  and  has 
been  very  successful  in  his  agricultural  pursuits. 
His  life  has  been  well  and  worthily  spent,  and 
Captain  Beecher  is  one  of  the  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  the  community. 


^p^EORGE  W.  LEAVITT.  What  presents  a 
ill  (=;  pleasanter  picture  than  old  age  grace- 
^^j!  fully  reached  after  a  well  spent  and  pros- 
perous life!  There  is  something  very  pleasant  in 
looking  back  upon  the  years  that  intervene  be- 
tween childhood  and  old  age,  and  living  in  mem- 
orj'  all  the  triumphs  and  joys  of  years  spent  in  an 
effort  to  benefit  self  and  neighbors  at  the  same 
time.  And  such  is  the  case  with  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Leavitt,  who  are  botii  about  eighty  years  of  age. 
They  are  strong  and  active,  and  are  comfortably 
fixed  in  a  financial  way.  True,  the}'  have  expe- 
rienced the  usual  amount  of  "ups  and  downs" 
that  come  almost  invariably  in  a  busy  career,  but 
on  the  whole  they  have  have  known  much  of  suc- 
cess and  liap[)iness.  This  is  in  a  great  measure 
due  to  the  fact  that  thej'  have  passed  their  days 
in  peace,  free  from  the  dissipations  and  vexations 
of  the  gay  world. 

Mr.  Leavitt  has  made  his  home  in  this  county 
for  more  than  fift\'  jears,  devoting  his  attention 
entirely  to  agricultural  pursuits.  His  birth  oc- 
curred near  Kaskaskia,  111.,  December  11,  1813,  be- 
ing a  son  of  Abijah  and  Elizabeth  Leavitt,  natives 
of  Maine.  The  father  came  to  Illinois  in  1803  with 
Generals  Stoddard  and  Pike,  and  located  on  a 
farm  near  Kaskaskia.  Our  subject  enjoj'ed  only 
limited  opportunities  for  an  education,  attending 
the  primitive  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  When 
thirteen  years  old  he  began  to  carry  the  mail  from 
Kaskaskia  to  St.  Louis  on  horseback,  and  con- 
tinued at  this  for  the  following  thirteen  years. 

In  1840  Mr.  Leavitt  came   to  Randolph  County 


with  his  young  wife  and  purchased  a  small  farm. 
He  was  soon  enabled  to  purchase  another  tract, 
which  he  likewise  improved.  He  was  sulDcienlly 
shrewd  to  grasp  at  every  opportunity  for  the  bet- 
tering of  his  financial  condition,  but  has  never 
done  so  at  the  expense  of  his  own  self-respect 
or  by  fraudulent  means.  He  is  to-da}'  the  second 
oldest  resident  of  the  county,  and  is  enjoying  good 
health,  and  b}'  his  correct  mode  of  living  has 
gained  a  popularity  which  is  merited  in  every  re- 
spect. Many  and  interesting  are  the  incidents  of 
pioneer  life  that  he  can  relate,  and  he  never  fails 
in  gaining  attentive  listeners. 

In  1840  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Nifold,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Nifold,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  but  who  was  a  resident  of  Randolph 
County  at  the  time  of  his  death.  To  this  mar- 
riage were  born  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  now 
deceased.  In  1864  Mrs.  Leavitt  was  also  called  to 
the  home  of  rest,  and  our  subject  in  1865  was 
married  to  Sarah  Mej'ers.  Four  children  came  to 
bless  this  union.  Emily  is  the  wife  of  Will- 
iam Wright  and  lives  in  this  count}';  Annie  mar- 
ried Ed  Wilson  and  is  a  resident  of  Sparta;  Jes- 
sie, the  wife  of  Cul  Nixon,  resides  in  this  county; 
Carrie  Ilappick  married  Charles  Bushe,  and  they 
also  made  their  home  in  this  county.  Mr.  Leavitt 
is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  while  his  good 
wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  denomination.  Po- 
litically, our  subject  casts  his  vote  in  favor  of  the 
Democracy,  but  in  local  matters  thinks  best  to 
vote  for  the  man  and  not  the  party. 


f^^REDERICK  KESSEL,  who  is  numbered 
Is^l^i  among  the  enterprising  and  representative 
[i,  farmers   of    Kinkaid    Township,    .Jackson 

County,  makes  his  home  on  section  16.  He  was 
born  in  the  kingdom  of  Prussia,  Germany,  Feb- 
ruai'y  21,  1832,  and  is  a  son  of  William  Kessel, 
who  was  also  a  native  of  that  country.  By  occu- 
pation the  father  was  a  farmer.  He  served  for 
five  j'ears  in  the  arm}'  of  Frederick  the  Great 
in  the  War  of  1815  against  Napoleon,  was  at 
the  siege  of  Moscow,  and  took  part  in  many 
of  the    battles   of    that    war.     He    then  returned 
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to  Lis  home,  and  in  the  year  1857  he  brouglit 
his  family  to  America,  taking  up  his  residence  on 
a  farm  in  Jackson  Count}%  near  Wilkinson  Island, 
where  he  died  on  the  10th  of  August,  1858.  He 
was  married  in  Prussia  to  Gertrude  Suooten house. 
Unto  them  were  born  ten  children:  William,  Jo- 
hanna, August,  Minnie,  Frederick,  Harmon,  John, 
Julius,  Albert  and  Emily.  All  came  to  America 
with  their  father  except  William,  who  died  in 
Prussia.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  called  to 
her  final  rest  January  20,  1892,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-one  years. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  subject 
was  reared,  and  with  the  family  crossed  the  briny 
deep.  Upon  liis  father's  death,  he  purchased  the 
home  farm  and  began  business  for  himself.  On 
the  8th  of  January,  1858,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Regina  Rickels,  daughter  of  William 
and  Mary  (Suootenhouse)  Rickels.  She  was  one 
of  seven  children,  viz.:  August,  Joanna,  ^Minnie, 
John,  Godfrey,  Cliarlotle  and  Regina.  The  par- 
ents both  died  in  Prussia,  and  Mrs.  Kessel,  with 
lier  two  brothers,  Jolin  and  Godfrej-,  came  to 
America.  John  died  in  Texas  in  1864,  and  God- 
frey died  in  Chester,  111.,  October  27,  1891. 

Upon  the  farm  which  he  purchased  of  his  father 
Mr.  Kessel  resided  for  seven  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Kinkaid  Township,  where  he  improved 
a  farm  three  and  a-half  miles  from  his  present 
home.  In  August,  1878,  he  removed  to  the  farm 
on  which  he  now  resides.  He  has  placed  it  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  made  many  excel- 
lent improvements  upon  it.  It  is  two  hundred 
and  eighty  acres  in  extent,  and  amid  the  well 
tilled  fields  stand  a  fine  residence  and  large  barns. 
He  also  owns  four  hundred  and  Bfty-one  acres 
in  a  bottom  farm  and  anotlier  tract  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eleven  acres,  making  in  all  nine  hundred 
and  forty-two  acres. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kessel  were  born  five  chil- 
dren. Robert,  born  March  16,  1862,  married  Louisa 
Krugel,  and  they  have  one  child,  Gertrude;  Albert 
F.,  born  January  20,  1865,  died  December  5,  1889; 
Alfred,  born  January  2,  1867,  Edward  J.,  May  1-4, 
1872,  and  Leo  August,  November  9,  1877,  are 
still  at  home.  The  parents  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  but  aided  in  the  erection  of  the 


Baptist  Church  near  their  home  and  regularly 
attended  its  services.  Mr.  Kessel  has  always  been 
a  supporter  of  the  Democracj%  and  is  now  serving 
as  riighwa}'  Commissioner  and  School  Trustee. 
He  belongs  to  the  Knights  of  Honor.  By  exten- 
sive reading,  experience  and  observation  he  has 
become  one  of  the  well  informed  men  of  this  sec- 
tion, and  is  conversant  with  all  the  subjects  of  the 
day. 


£)#(^ 


ENRY  GROPPE.  Township  6,  range  7, 
Randolph  County,  is  the  home  of  many 
intelligent,    industrious    and     prosperous 

■jj  fijrmers,  who  from  a  small  beginning  have 
won  a  competence,  securing  a  considerable  amount 
of  land  and  surrounding  themselves  with  all  the 
comforts  and  conveniences  which  heart  can  wish. 
Among  this  number  may  be  mentioned  Henry 
Groppe. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany, 
December  18,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  Adolph  and 
Mary  (Knemeyer)  Groppe.  The  father  died  in  his 
native  land,  German}-.  In  1850  the  mother  came 
to  America,  and  was  followed  three  years  later  by 
our  subject.  The  first  three  j-ears  of  his  residence 
in  the  United  States  were  spent  in  St.  Louis,  after 
which  he  came  to  Randolph  County  and  located 
on  a  farm  near   the  one  on  which  he  now  resides. 

Attending  tlie  model  schools  of  his  native  land, 
our  subject  gained  a  fair  education.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  St.  Louis  he  was  engaged  in  the  tobacco 
business,  and  on  reaching  Randolph  County  was 
employed  as  a  day  laborer  for  a  few  j'ears.  In 
1863  he  purchased  a  partiall\'  improved  piece  of 
land  and  at  once  set  about  its  cultivation.  It  now 
includes  one  hundred  and  sixt^'  acres,  and  this  val- 
uable property  he  has  acquired  through  his  in- 
domitable industry  and  good  management.  As 
a  farmer  he  displays  excellent  judgment  in  the  ro- 
tation of  crops,  fertilization  of  the  soil  and  cultiva- 
tion of  the  land,  and  as  a  result  of  his  efforts  he 
has  gained  prosperity.  The  stock  to  be  found  on 
the  place  is  of  the  best,  and  in  it  the  owner  takes 
great  pride. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  (Jroppeand  Mrs.  Susannah 
(AVissel)  Sinker  occurred  September  28,  1864.  Mrs. 
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Groppe  is  a  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Kate  Stat- 
miller)  AVissel,  botli  natives  of  (ierinany,  but  now 
residents  of  Illinois.  Five  ciiildren  liave  come 
to  bless  the  liearth  and  fireside  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife:  Hermann,  Lizzie,  Katie,  Lulu  and 
Emma,  all  of  whom  are  living  at  home  with  their 
parents.  Mrs.  Groppe  by  her  first  marriage  be- 
came the  mother  of  three  children,  all  of  whom  are 
still  living:  William,  Mary  and  Anna.  Our  sub- 
ject and  his  entire  family-  are  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church.  In  national  and  state  affairs  our  sub- 
ject is  in  favor  of  the  Democrac3',  but  in  local 
matters  is  rather  conservative. 


5o~ 

^f /  O  II  N  TUDOR,  who  is  a  representative 
II  of  a  fine  old  English  family  in  Randolph 
^^l|  County,  is  a  general  farmer,  and  has  a 
^^^  good  estate  located  on  section  4,  township 
8,  range  5,  which  he  has  supplied  with  all  the 
necessarj-  buildings  and  farm  implements  suited 
to  the  purpose  of  a  first-class  agriculturist.  Mr. 
Tudor  was  born  in  France  .lanuary  4,  1827,  where 
his  parents  were  temporarily  residing.  He  was  the 
fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren comprising  the  household  of  Tiiomas  and 
Maiy  (Corbitt)  Tudor,  natives  of  Shropshire,  En- 
land,  where  the  family  residence  was  located  for 
many  years. 

About  1832  Thomas  Tudor  came  to  America, 
locating  in  Haveistraw,  N.  Y.,  where  he  worked  at 
his  trade,  that  of  a  foundryman,  for  a  number  of 
years  before  sending  for  his  family  to  join  him  in 
the  New  World.  He  was  more  fortunate  in  a 
monetary  way  than  many  emigrants  who  made 
their  home  in  America,  and  it  was  not  for  lack  of 
funds  that  he  delayed  s'Miding  for  the  family,  but 
to  make  sine  that  he  would  be  pleased  with  life  as 
he  found  it  in  a  new  land.  In  lH;.i6,  the  mother 
with  her  children  took  passage  at  Liverpool,  and 
after  a  comparatively  smooth  passage  of  a  month, 
thej'  landed  in  New  Yoik.  One  unpleasant  inci- 
dent of  the  voyage,  long  to  be  remembered,  was  the 
fact  of  the  supply-  of  food  giving  out.  The  passen- 
gers had  to  be  placed  on  short  rations,  but  as  the 
journey  was  nearly'  at  an  end,  their  suffering   waa 


not  very  great.  Thomas  Tudor  met  them  in  New 
York  City,  and  they  went  directly  to  their  new 
home  in  Haverstraw. 

Our  subject  immediately  took  a  position  with 
his  father  in  the  mill,  where  he  remained  until  his 
twenty-second  birtlida\-.  Having  heard  such  glow- 
ing accounts  of  life  in  this  then  western  country,  he 
decided  to  cast  in  his  lot  with  friends  and  kindred 
who  had  come  to  1  llinois,  and  was  accompanied  on 
the  journey  b}'  his  brother  and  his  family.  The 
party  set  out  in  May,  1849,  and  after  a  tedious 
journey,  reached  their  destination  in  Jackson 
County  on  the  1st  of  June.  On  arriving  here, 
our  subject  first  found  employment  working  for 
his  brother-in-law,  receiving  for  his  services  ^1 1  per 
month.  The  following  season,  having  received 
aid  from  his  father,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  paying  for  it  in  gold, 
which  coin  was  so  scarce  that  the  officials  were  not 
inclined  to  take  it,  fearing  that  it  might  not 
be  good.  He  was  vei^-  successful  in  his  calling, 
and  soon  purchased  two  hundred  and  forty  acres, 
which  now  constitute  the  homestead,  and  he  also 
owns  two  hundred  acres  lying  in  other  townships. 

During  his  boyhood  days  our  subject  attended 
school  in  England,  and  while  in  Haverstraw  he 
attended  a  school  which  was  supported  by  the 
fund  raised  from  the  mill  where  he  was  employed. 
December  9,  IS.Ol,  ,Iohn  Tudor  and  Miss  Eliza, 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Arabella  (Price)  Richards, 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Richards 
were  living  at  that  time  in  Haverstraw,  N.  Y., 
although  they  were  natives  of  Shropshire,-  En- 
gland, and  lived  near  the  Tudors  in  the  Mother 
Country.  Mrs.  Tudor  departed  this  life  January 
2a,  1876,  at  the  age  of  fort\-four  years.  .She  had 
become  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  eight  of 
whom  survive:  Thomas  Henry,  who  is  the  present 
Postmaster  of  Rockwood;  Arabella,  Mrs.  James 
Stewart,  who  resides  on  a  farm  near  liockwood; 
Guy  Seymour, a  blacksmith  in.Shiloli;  George  Ben- 
jamin, a  farmer  living  in  Jackson  County';  Charles 
Sherman,  a  teacher  in  Randolph  County;  Nellie, 
Mrs.  Edward  Morgan;  Lydia  Priscilla  and  Ernest 
Shubel,  at  home.  Those  deceased  are,  William 
Wallace,  Rose  Hannah  and  Florence  Elizabeth. 

John  Tudor  is  a  member  of  the   Presbyterian 
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Church,  as  was  also  his  good  wife.  He  has  been 
a  Republican  in  politics  since  the  organization  of 
the  party,  casting  his  first  vote  for  Fremont  in  the 
.year  1856.  Besides  having  served  as  School  Di- 
rector many  terms.  Mr.  Tudor  has  officially  repre- 
sented his  township  as  Supervisor  on  the  County 
Board. 


%  OHNSON  MARSHALL,  of  Randolph  Coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Washington  County,  Pa., 
in  October,  1823,  and  was  the  second  child 
born  to  William  and  Catherine  (Mooney) 
Marshall.  His  father,  a  native  of  Ireland,  came 
to  America  with  his  parents  in  1801,  and  was 
reared  in  Allegheny  City,  Pa.  Throughout  life 
he  followed  farming,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
Cleveland  in  1833.  The  Mooney  family  came 
from  Scotland  to  America  in  an  early  da3'  and  lo- 
cated in  Maryland,  where  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
ject was  born.  During  her  girlhood  she  accom- 
panied her  parents  to  Pennsylvania,  and  died  in 
Princeton,  that  state,  in  1873.  Seven  children 
were  born  unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Marshall,  of  whom 
five  sons  are  j'et  living,  three  being  residents  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  one  of  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Johnson  Marshall  obtained  a  limited  education 
in  Cleveland,  but  his  father  died  when  he  was 
ten  years  of  age,  and  he  was  then  thrown  upon 
his  own  resources  and  had  to  assist  in  support- 
ing the  famil}-.  He  followed  any  employment 
that  came  in  his  waj*  whereby  he  might  earn  an 
honest  dollar.  Thus  his  time  was  passed  until 
eighteen  j-ears  of  age,  when  he  began  boating  on 
the  Muskingum  and  Beaver  Rivers,  where  he  con- 
tinued for  a  number  of  years.  In  March,  1854, 
he  began  steamboating,  sailing  from  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged 
continuously  in  the  same  pursuit  on  the  Missis- 
sippi and  Missouri  Rivers,  there  being  but  few 
ports  along  the  way  in  which  Captain  Marshall  is 
not  known.  In  his  business  he  has  met  with  suc- 
cess, and  by  close  application  and  earnest  effort 
he  has  worked  his  way  steadily  upward. 

In  October,  1855,  the  Captain  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Catherine  Zollmann,  daughter 
of   Abraham    and   Rachel  Zollmann,    formerly   of 


Pennsylvania,  but  afterward  of  Missouri,  where 
their  last  days  were  spent.  By  the  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife  there  were  born  fifteen  chil- 
dren, four  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  still 
living  are,  Emma,  wife  of  E.  W.  Mann,  of  Ne- 
braska; Sarah,  wife  of  William  Heard,  of  Kansas; 
Robert,  of  St.  Louis,  who  married  Lizzie  Cooley, 
and  is  engaged  in  steamboating  on  the  Mississippi; 
Melia,  wife  of  William  Rosborough,  who  lives  near 
Sparta,  III.;  Frank,  who  married  Elizabeth  Raglin 
and  lives  in  Oregon;  Ida,  wife  of  Robert  Ruppert, 
of  Chester;  Caroline,  wife  of  George  Montroy; 
Norman,  Mabel,  Laura  and  Fred,  all  of  whom  are 
still  with  their  parents. 

In  his  social  relations  Mr.  Marshall  is  a  Mason, 
belonging  to  Chester  Lodge  No.  72,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
of  Chester.  He  also  holds  membership  with  Ches- 
ter Lodge  No.  57,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  his  estimable 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  has  never  aspired  to 
public  office.  A  pleasant,  genial  gentleman,  he 
wins  friends  wherever  he  goes,  and  his  circle  of 
agreeable  acquaintances  is  very  large.  His  life 
has  been  well  and  worthily'  spent,  and  he  ma^'  truly 
be  called  a  self-made  man. 


Vf^^ICHOLAS  W.  KELLY.  On  section  8,town- 
I  jlj  ship  8,  range  5,  Randolph  County,  lies  a 
/i\/^fe  pleasant,  well  improved  farm,  which  is 
the  property  of  our  subject.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  county,  and  was  born  on  the  8th  of  February, 
1845,  to  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Anderson)  Kelly, 
natives  of  County  Down,  Ireland,  and  of  Scotch 
origin.  The  parents  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  about  the  year  1842,  and  after  residing 
about  seven  years  in  Haverstraw,  N.  Y.  (where 
the  father  worked  as  a  brick  molder,  and  later  as 
engineer  in  a  chemical  factory),  came  to  Illinois. 
With  the  exception  of  four  3-ears  spent  in  Jack- 
son County  and  one  year  in  Washington  County, 
Kan.,  they  have  been  residents  of  this  county  since 
coming  west. 

Nicholas  W.  Kelly  served  eight  months  during 
the  late  war  as  a  member  of  Com  pan  j'  F,  One  Hun- 
dred   and    Fifty-fourth    Illinois    Infantry,  under 
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Genernl  Thomas.  He  was  discharged  at  Nashville, 
Tenii.,  Sciituiiilier  21,  ISf!,'),  and  was  mustered  out 
at  Springlield,  III.,  nine  days  later.  He  was  mar- 
ried April  24,  1866,  to  Miss  Alsa  C,  daughter  of 
Charles  K.  and  Klioda  (Adams)  llaskin,  the  former 
a  native  of  Now  York,  and  the  latter  born  in  Ken- 
tucky. Mrs.  Kelly  was  the  eldest  of  seven  chil- 
dren in  her  parents'  family,  and  was  born  October 
22,  184  7,  in  Jackson  County,  111.  She  became  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  and  departed  this  life  No- 
vember 15,  1889.  t)nly  five  of  the  family  are  liv- 
ing at  tiie  present  time:  I>uella,  Clara,  Thomas  A., 
Henjamin  C.  and  Maida  J.  Mrs.  Kelly  during  her 
lifetime  was  an  active  member  of  the  Kbenezer 
I'resbyterian  Church,  in  which  body  our  subject 
is  an  KIder.  In  his  political  relations  Mr.  Kelly 
is  a  Republican,  and  socially  is  connected  with 
Kockwood  Post  No.  734,  G.  A.  R. 


-=^m>^^<^ 


-j- 


ICHOLAS  WELSCH,  a  well  known  farmer 

I   of  Monroe  County,   who  now  devotes  his 
)  time   and  energies  to  agricultural  pursuits 


gies  to  agricultural  pi 
on  section  31,  township  3,  range  10  west,  was  born 
on  the  18th  of  September,  1834,  an<l  comes  of  one 
of  the  representative  families  of  this  community. 
His  parents,  John  and  Anna  M.  (Weirschem) 
Welsch,  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  were 
there  reared  and  educated.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
b^v  occupation  and  followed  that  pursuit  in  bis  na- 
tive land  until  1839,  when  with  his  family'  he 
crossed  the  water  to  America.  He  took  up  his  resi- 
dence in  St.  Clair  County,  111.,  and  two  years  later 
came  to  Monroe  County,  locating  on  a  farm  near 
Madonnaville.  He  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land,  but  afterward  sold  this  and  pur- 
chased a  large  farm,  the  same  upon  which  our  sub- 
ject now  resides.  At  one  time  he  owned  over 
eight  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  and  was  num- 
bered among  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  the  county. 
In  1870,  he  removed  to  Monroe,  purchased  a  pleas- 
ant home,  and  tliere  resided  until  Lis  death,  which 
occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven.  His  wife,  a 
most  estimable  lady,  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two.  They  were  both  members  of  the 
Catholic   Church,   and  Mr.    Welsch  served    as   its 


Trustee  for  some  time.  In  politics  he  was  a  stal- 
wart Democrat,  and  was  honored  with  several  local 
otlices.  He  engaged  extensively  in  raising  grapes 
for  the  manufacture  of  wine,  which  he  sold  to  the 
St.  I.ouis  markets.  In  one  year  he  made  over  four 
thousand  gallons  of  wine.  Mr.  Welsch,  who  was  a 
very  popular  man,  won  many  friends  and  was 
highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

In  the  Welsch  family  were  twelve  children,  but 
seven  of  the  number  are  now  deceased.  Those 
still  living  are  Jlaria,  Joseph,  Catherine,  Peterand 
Nicholas.  The  last-named,  who  is  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  was  reared  and  educated  in  Monroe  County, 
spending  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  He  began  life  for 
himself  at  the  ago  of  twenty-one,  and  as  a  com- 
panion and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  chose  Miss 
Mary  E.  Arns,  a  native  of  German}-.  By  their 
union  were  born  eleven  children,  of  whom  two  are 
now  deceased.  The  others  are,  Anna  S.,  Lizzie  J., 
Mary  L.,  Katie  C,  Louisa  T.,  Josephine  M.,  Emil 
J.,  George  N.  and  Joseph  J.  They  have  also 
reared  two  orphan  children,  Henrietta  Buclier  and 
John  Fagen.  The  mother  of  this  family  came  to 
America  when  a  maiden  of  twelve  summers,  and 
lived  with  her  parents  in  New  Orleans  for  two 
years  before  coming  to  Illinois.  She  is  a  member 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  is  a  most  highl}'  re- 
spected lady,  whose  excellencies  of  character  have 
gained  her  many  friends. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Mr.  Welsch  |iur- 
chased  the  old  homestead  farm,  comprising  more 
than  five  hundred  acres  of  land.  He  has  led  a 
useful  life,  and  as  the  result  of  his  untiring  labors 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  very  valuable  property. 
His  land  is  all  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  is  improved  with  good  buildings  and  all  the 
accessories  and  conveniences  of  a  model  farm.  In 
his  political  views,  Mr.  Welsch  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Democracy;  he  has  held  the  oflices  of  Trustee 
and  School  Director,  but  has  never  been  an  active 
politician, preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  his  business  interests,  in  which  he 
has  met  with  signal  success.  lie  and  his  chil- 
dren are  all  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and 
he  is  a  prominent  and  intluential  citizen  of  the 
communit}-,  and  is  held  in  high  regard  throughout 


210 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  count}'  in  which  he  has  so  long  made  his 
home.  He  is  numbered  among  the  pioneer  settlers, 
for  since  a  very  early  day  he  has  witnessed  the 
growth  and  upbuilding  of  this  region,  and  in  the 
work  of  public  advancement  and  improvement  he 
iias  ever  borne  his  part. 

Ji_,  ENRY  SCHULZE.  Examples  of  unremitting 
y  zeal,  strict  integrity  and  financial  success 
.^^  may  be  met  with  in  every  agricultural  dis- 
(^J;  trict  in  our  country.  Especially  is  this  the 
case  in  Randolph  County,  where  the  farmers  are 
almost  invariably  well-to-do,  intelligent  and  en- 
terprising. As  a  representative  of  this  class  we 
mention  the  name  of  Mr.  Schulze,  the  owner  and 
occupant  of  a  farm  located  on  section  2,  township 
7,  range  6.  He  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  and 
is  especially  successful  in  stock-raising. 

A  native  of  Germany,  our  subject,  who  was  the 
son  of  Charles  and  Dorothea  (Welge)  Schulze,  was 
born  November  17,  1838.  His  father  came  to 
America  with  his  famil}- in  the  year  1849,  and  hav- 
ing heard  such  glowing  accounts  of  the  Prairie 
State,  made  his  way  directly  to  Randolph  Count}', 
where  he  became  a  farmer.  While  residing  in  Ger- 
many, however,  he  worked  at  his  trade  of  a  shoe- 
maker, but  followed  that  occupation  only  a  few 
years  after  coming  to  the  New  World.  His  death 
occurred  in  1879,  while  his  good  wife  preceded  him 
to  the  better  land  by  many  years. 

Henry  Schulze  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  when 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  while  residing  in 
his  native  land  attended  school.  After  locating 
in  this  county,  and  desiring  to  become  thor- 
oughly conversant  with  the  English  language, 
young  Schulze  attended  school,  and  later  went  to 
Chester,  where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  shoemaker. 
Not  liking  that  occupation,  however,  he  returned 
to  the  farm  and  has  ever  since  given  his  attention 
to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
finest  estates  in  southern  Illinois.  He  has  been 
successful  as  a  farmer,  and  his  understanding  of 
agriculture  in  its  various  departments  is  broad 
and  deep. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Schulze  and  Miss  Caroline  Opper- 


man  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  was  born 
in  Germany,  and  bj'  her  union  with  our  subject 
she  became  the  mother  of  six  children,  onl}'  two 
of  whom,  Mena  and  Sophia,  are  living.  The 
elder  daughter  is  the  wife  of  Fritz  Dreggemuller, 
and  makes  her  home  in  Kansas,  while  Sophia  re- 
sides with  her  father  on  the  home  farm.  Mrs.  Caro- 
line Schulze  departed  this  life  in  the  year  1871, 
and  two  years  later  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  Braramer.  Their  union  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  a  daughter.  Mar}-.  Mrs.  Mary  Schulze 
died  in  1876,  and  the  following  year  Miss  Louisa 
Horn  bustle,  of  St.  Louis,  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject.  To  them  has  been  born  a  son,  William. 

Our  subject  is  a  stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
in  religious  matters  he  and  his  wife  are  devoted 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  this  com- 
munity where  he  has  so  long  made  his  home  he  is 
both  widely  and  favorably  known,  and  in  the  his- 
tory of  his  adopted  county  he  well  deserves  repre- 
sentation. 


l@_ 


.^ 


t^  i|i  iji  r^t  A»^«^»^»^«^«^«^»^t  »^«  i^«  >^» 

(^  'y^f" "^©1 

FREDERICK  DREVES.  The  career  of 
this  gentleman  lias  been  marked  by  en- 
terprise, industry  and  well  directed  efforts, 
and  he  has  been  rewarded  by  the  accumu- 
lation of  a  large  amount  of  land  and  the  machinery 
and  slock  necessary  for  carrying  on  a  first-class 
farm.  Mr.  Drevts  is  one  of  those  German-Amer- 
ican citizens  of  whom  we  have  reason  to  be  proud 
on  account  of  the  example  they  present  of  indus- 
try, morality  and  good  citizenship.  He  is  at  pres- 
ent residing  in  township  7,  range  6,  Randolph 
County,  where  he  owns  a  good  estate  which  he  has 
placed  under  the  best  methods  of  improvement. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Prussia  in  March,  1841, 
and  is  the  eldest  of  four  children  born  to  Henry 
and  Wilhelmina  (Ilaraote)  Dreves.  In  1849  the 
family  emigrated  to  America,  and  on  the  journey 
across  the  Atlantic  Mrs.  Dreves  and  one  daughter 
died.  The  father  landed  in  the  New  World  with 
three  of  his  children,  and  on  going  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  there  found  the  cholera  raging,  and   the  re- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


211 


maining  brother  and  sister  of  our  subject  were 
taken  awaj-  by  that  dread  disease. 

Tiie  fatlier  of  our  subject  was  again  married  in 
St.  Louis,  and  in  18.")0  came  to  liliuoisand  located 
a  tract  of  land  near  Chester,  which  is  the  present 
home  of  Mr.  Dreves  of  this  sketch.  The  latter  at- 
tended school  in  his  native  country  and  also  at- 
tended a  short  time  in  St.  Louis  and  in  Chester,  this 
state.  lie  has  always  made  farming  his  life  pursuit, 
and  has  brougiit  to  bear  upon  it  a  high  degree  of 
intelligence,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of  the  best 
agriculturists  in  this  part  of  the  county.  A  new 
postolfice  has  been  created  near  his  home  which 
bears  his  name. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  established  a  home  of 
his  own  in  1865,  at  which  time  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Catlierine  Trede.  Her  parents  were  also  na- 
tives of  Germany  and  died  in  the  Mother  Country. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dreves  have  been  born  seven 
children.  Henry  married  Annie  Shemory  and  re- 
sides near  the  old  homestead,  and  the  others  are 
Dietlof,  George,  Hermann,  William,  Anna  and 
Mena. 

Mr.  Dreves  believes  in  the  principles  laid  down 
in  the  Republican  platform,  and  therefore  votes 
the  straight  ticket.  His  entire  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  conduct  them- 
selves so  as  to  win  the  respect  of  all  with  whom 
they  come  in  contact.  Although  he  never  seeks 
office,  our  subject  always  manifests  a  great  interest 
in  the  public  welfare,  and  may  be  counted  upon 
to  bear  his  part  in  every  worthy  enterprise  which 
is  being  promulgated  in  the  neighborhood. 


(^ 


(3= 


.M^IIIS^. 


D 


^ 


SAAC  LEHNHERR.     There  is  nothing  of  more 

t  interest  to  the  general  reader  tiian  a  sketch  of 
a  gentleman  who  has  won  for  himself  both 
fame  and  fortune  in  the  battle  of  life,  and  accord- 
ing to  this  principle  a  brief  account  of  Mr.  Lehn- 
herr  cannot  fail  to  prove  interesting.  He  ranks 
among  the  most  successful  business  men  of  Ches- 
ter, and  is  closely  identified  with  both  the  com- 
mercial and  social  j)rosperity  of  the  citj".  He  is  a 
man  of  sterling  worth  and  superior  intelligence, 


and  at  the  present  time  is  carrying  on  a  splendid 
business,  dealing  in  dry  goods,  groceries  and  gen- 
eral farming  implements. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Switzerland,  and  was 
born  Septemlier  9,  1824.  He  is  a  son  of  Christian 
and  Elizabeth  C.  (Klopsten)  Lehnherr,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  miller  in  his  native  land,  and  a 
well-to-do  citizen  in  Spielz.  Isaac  was  a  lad  of 
nine  years  when  in  1833  he  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  companj-  with  his  parents.  On  landing  in  the 
New  AVorld,  they  went  directly  to  New  York  City, 
whence  the  father  soon  went  to  Stark  County, 
Ohio,  and  located  on  a  farm  near  Paris.  After 
living  sixyearsin  the  Buckeye  State,  the  elder  Mr. 
Lehnherr  with  his  family  came  to  Randoli)h  Coun- 
ty, and  located  on  a  farm  in  Ellis  Grove  Township. 
This  he  continued  to  operate  with  fair  success  un- 
til his  decease,  which  occurred  in  1860.  His  good 
wife  preceded  him  to  the  better  land  many  years, 
dying  in  1844. 

Our  subject  was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birtli  of 
the  parental  family  of  seven  children.  His  broth- 
ers and  sisters  bear  the  respective  names  of  Susan, 
John,  Christian,  Martha,  Jacob  and  Elizabeth.  Af- 
ter coming  to  the  United  States,  Isaac  attended 
school  in  Ellis  Grove  Township,  and  thus  gained 
a  fair  education  in  the  English  language.  Young 
Lehnherr  remained  on  the  farm  assisting  his  father 
in  its  cultivation  until  1849,  when  he  began  in 
life  on  his  own  account. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1849,  our  subject  and  Miss 
Sophia  Heitman  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
lady  was  born  on  the  1st  of  May,  1826,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  Herman  and  Margaret  (Wayland) 
Heitman.  After  their  marriage,  the  young  people 
removed  to  a  farm  near  Steeleville.  In  October, 
1856,  Mr.  Lehnherr  established  himself  in  busi- 
ness in  Randolph  County,  opening  a  general  store 
which  he  carried  on  for  seven  3'ears.  At  the  ex- 
piration of  that  time,  having  good  reasons  to  be- 
lieve he  could  better  his  condition,  he  removed 
his  stock  of  goods  to  Chester,  and  soon  after- 
ward put  in  a  full  line  of  hardware  and  agricult- 
ural implements,  carri'ing  the  Hocking,  the  Supe- 
rior and  Iloosier  drills,  and  the  Belleville  thresher. 
His  honorable  course  in  business,  his  frank  and 
courteous  bearing,  and    his  warm-hearted  nature 
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have  won  liim  the  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
munity, and  have  given  him  a  liia'h  place  in  the 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  associates  either  iYi  a 
business  or  social  way. 

Tlie  five  children  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife  are,  Rudolph  D.,  who  aids  his  father  in  the 
store;  Louis  F.,  a  druggist;  Adelia,  the  wife  of 
Fred  Rehbe,  of  this  city;  Herman  H.,  a  saddler; 
and  Emma,  at  home.  In  his  political  relations,  Mr. 
Lehnherr  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  taken  an  import- 
ant part  in  the  local  government,  serving  for  some 
time  as  Alderman  of  llie  Third  Ward.  In  him  the 
Lutheran  Cliureh  finds  one  of  its  most  earnest 
and  valued  members,  and  he  has  held  the  oflBce  of 
Trustee. 

^P • 


OA.  DEAN,  M.  D.,  who  is  successfully  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  in  Camp- 
<>wj/  bell  Hill,  is  a  native  of  Chester,  111.  He  was 
born  June  22,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Robert  W.  and 
Sarah  E.  (Hanna)  Dean.  His  fatiier  was  a  native 
of  Keiituck}',  and  liis  mother  belonged  to  one  of 
the  pioneer  families  of  Randolph  County.  For 
many  years  the^-  resided  in  Chester,  but  are  now 
residents  of  Perry  Count}-,  111.  In  their  familj^ 
were  seven  children,  of  whom  six  sons  are  yet 
living. 

The  Doctor  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
common  schools,  and  it  was  supplemented  by  study 
in  the  select  schools  of  Carbondale  and  Du  Quoin. 
He  was  reared  upon  a  farm  and  afterward  engaged 
in  teaching  school  in  Randolph,  Perry,  Monroe  and 
Jackson  Counties.  He  was  quite  successful  in  that 
undertaking,  but  at  length  turned  his  attention  to 
the  drug  business,  and  was  employed  as  a  clerk  in 
a  drug  store  for  five  years.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  period,  in  1884,  lie  bought  a  drug  store  in 
Campbell  Hill.  He  formed  a  partnership  with 
James  Ilanna,  and  has  since  conducted  the  busi- 
ness with  good  success,  the  firm  now  enjoying  a 
liberal  patronage. 

Dr.  Dean  began  reading  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four  years  and  pursued  his  studies  quietly  during 
his  leisure  hours  for  some  time.  In  order  to  fit 
himself  for  the  pi-ofession,  he  then  entered  the 
medical  college  of  Beaumont,  and  later  became  a 


student  in  the  Missouri  Medical  College  of  St. 
Louis,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  Class  of 
'88.  He  at  once  opened  an  office  in  Campbell 
Hill,  and  from  the  beginning  his  practice  has  con- 
stantly increased,  until  he  now  has  all  of  the  prac- 
tice at  this  place. 

In  1877,  Dr.  Dean  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Mrs.  Mary  A.  Wayland,  a  native  of  Illinois.  She 
died  on  the  1st  of  April,  1883,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren, Grace,  Clara  and  Mary.  In  1887,  the  Doctor 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mary  L.  Redfield,  a  native  of  Jackson  County,  born 
March  8,  1856.  They  have  one  child,  a  daughter, 
Pearl  lone.  The  mother  is  a  member  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church   and  is  a  most  estimable  lady. 

The  Doctor  takes  a  very  active  interest  in  tem- 
perance work,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Good  Temp- 
lars' society,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Worthy 
Chief.  He  also  belonged  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 
He  takes  an  active  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to 
the  welfare  of  the  communit\',  and  does  all  in  his 
power  to  advance  public  welfare.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  the  County  Medical  Association  and 
the  Southern  Illinois  Medical  Association,  and 
among  his  brethren  of  the  fraternity  he  holds  an 
enviable  position,  while  in  the  community  where 
he  lives  his  skill  and  ability  have  won  for  him  a 
most  excellent  practice. 


L.  LUCIER  is  engaged  in  the  grocery  busi- 
ness in  Murphj'sboro,  and  is  enjo3'ing  a 
large  trade.  He  has  a  well  stocked  store, 
'  complete  in  all  its  appointments, and  by  fair 
and  honest  dealing  and  courteous  treatment  he 
has  secured  a  liberal  patronage,  which  is  well  mer- 
ited. He  is  also  a  Director  in  the  Jliirphysboro 
Savings  Bank.  Enterprise  and  industry  are  num- 
bered among  his  chief  characteristics  and  have 
been  the  essential  factors  in  his  success. 

Mr.  Lucier  was  born  near  Montreal,  Canada, 
September  18,  1848,  and  hi*  grandfather  and  fa- 
ther, both  of  whom  bore  the  name  of  Michael,  were 
natives  of  that  country.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
and  served  in  the  Canadian  Rebellion.  He  married 
Clara  Danan,  who   was  born  in  that  country,  and 
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who  is  of  French  descent.     His  death  occurred  at 

the  age  of  sixty-fivfi,  but  his  widow  is  still  living 
in  her  native  land,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty- 
oue.  Of  their  fifteen  children,  eleven  grew  to 
raanliood  and  womanhood,  while  five  sons  and  five 
daughters  are  yet  living. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  J.  I>.  Lucier 
was  reared.  He  was  educated  in  English  and 
French,  and  in  18<)4  came  to  Murphysboro,  joining 
his  brother,  Jledor.  He  here  attended  school  for 
two  j'ears,  after  which  he  spent  some  time  in  trav- 
eling in  northern  Illinois,  and  later  went  to  Canada. 
Subsequently  we  find  him  engaged  in  clerking  in 
Ilaverstraw,  N.  Y.,  and  afterward  carryingon  busi- 
ness for  himself.  While  living  there  he  chose  as  a 
companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss 
Winnefred  Fay.  They  were  married  in  1874,  and 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  seven  of 
whom  are  still  under  the  parental  roof,  namely: 
E.  M.,  James  L.,  Ludger,  Winnefred,  Clara  B., 
Eugenia  and  Charles.  William  died  at  the  age  of 
seven  years. 

In  the  fall  of  1877,  Mr.  Lucier  again  came  to 
Murplij-sboro,  and  was  emplo.yed  as  salesman  in 
his  brother's  grocery  store  until  the  autumn  of  1885, 
when  he  began  business  for  himself.  He  secured  a 
small  stock  of  groceries  and  afterward  added  a 
stock  of  general  merchandise.  Through  his  ear- 
nest efforts  he  steadily  increased  his  trade,  and  at 
length  bought  a  two-story  brick  block  located  on 
the  square.  There  he  carried  on  business  until  the 
fall  of  1893,  when  he  built  a  large  and  handsome 
store  and  removed  to  his  present  location,  at  the 
corner  of  Main  and  J^ocust  Streets.  His  store  is 
29x93  feet,  and  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  base- 
ment. He  handles  general  merchandise  and  ships 
produce  quite  extensivel3'  to  St.  Louis.  He  also 
carries  on  a  feed  store.  In  addition  to  his  stores 
he  owns  a  fine  residence  and  other  city   property. 

Mr.  Lucier  is  a  stockholder  and  Director  in  the 
Murph3'sboro  Savings  Bank,  and  a  stockholder  in 
the  Southern  Illinois  Mill  and  Elevator  Company, 
and  is  a  Director  of  the  branch  of  the  East  St.  Louis 
Safety  Homestead  and  Loan  Association  of  Mur- 
physboro. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  a 
Director  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Illinois.  He 
has  contributed  liberally  to  various  organizations 


that  liave  materially  advanced  the  best  interests  of 
the  city,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  its  valued 
citizens.  He  is  a  member  and  liberal  supporter  of 
St.  Andrew's  Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics  is  a 
Democrat. 


"^  OHN  II.  BEARE.  This  name  will  at  once 
be  recognized  by  the  majority  of  our  read- 
ers as  that  of  one  who  at  one  time 
was  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
Randolph  County.  In  addition  to  general  farm- 
ing he  was  extensively  engaged  in  fruit  growing 
and  in  the  manufacture  of  brandy,  wine  and  cider. 
The  estate  consists  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres,  which  are  tilled  in  the  most  thorough  man- 
ner and  are  adorned  with  a  fine  set  of  build- 
ings, second  to  none  in  the  township.  They  are 
complete  in  all  their  appointments,  and  the  dwell- 
ing is  surrounded  with  all  that  goes  to  make  a 
home  pleasant  and  attractive. 

Our  subject  was  a  representative  of  a  prominent 
and  highly  esteemed  family,  whose  identification 
with  the  early  development  of  this  county  proved 
it  a  valuable  factor  in  the  county's  civilization. 
Mr.  Beare  was  born  in  the  canton  of  Berne,  Switz- 
erland, March  24,  1823,  and  when  a  child  of  three 
years  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  America,  they 
settling  in  Toledo,  Ohio.  In  1837  they  came  to 
Illinois  and  located  in  Randolph  County,  where 
our  subject  continued  to  live  until  the  time  of  his 
death,  which  occurred  May  27,  1892.  He  assisted 
his  father  in  the  operation  of  his  farm  until  en- 
abled to  own  one  of  his  own.  He  engaged  in 
farming  all  his  life  with  the  exception  of  a  few 
years,  when  he  was  with  his  brothers,  Joseph  and 
John,  in  a  grocery  store  at  Chester.  Possessing 
the  progressive  ideas  of  the  age,  and  making  of 
his  agricultural  pursuit  both  an  art  and  a  science, 
he  proved  successful  in  his  chosen  calling,  gain- 
ing from  the  fertile  soil  abundant  crops  of  excel- 
lent quality.  His  fruit  farm  was  one  of  the  finest 
in  tl>e  county  and  the  source  of  a  good  income. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  was  solemnized 
April  18,  1849,  his  wife  being  Mrs.  Mary  (Nifong) 
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Leavitt.  Mrs.  Beare  bore  her  husband  three  chil- 
dren, Margaret,  who  is  deceased;  William  Nicholas, 
a  resident  of  Ellis  Grove;  and  Joseph  A.,  who 
lived  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.  The  good  wife  and 
mother  died  September  2.3, 1872,  and  May  14, 1873, 
Mr.  Beare  was  married  to  Mrs.  Maria  Sophia  Eliza- 
beth Kemfor,  who  still  survives.  She  was  the  widow 
of  John  Kemfor,  was  born  in  Germany  and  came 
to  America  when  twenty-five  years  of  age.  She 
received  excellent  home  training  and  good  educa- 
tional advantages,  and  is  therefore  well  qualified 
to  fill  her  place.  She  is  a  consistent  member  of 
the  German  Methodist  Church,  as  was  her  good 
husband.  In  his  political  faitli  Mr.  Beare  was  a 
stanch  Democrat. 
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<A  I^ILLIAM  K.  BORDERS,  one  of  the  wealthy 
\rJ//  and  most  enterprising  citizens  of  Ran- 
^^  dolph  County,  is  at  the  head  of  the  Bank 
of  Sparta;  indeed  he  is  sole  proprietor  of  th.at  insti- 
tution, and  is  ranked  among  the  leading  business 
men  of  the  city.  His  father,  James  J.  Borders, 
was  born  in  Randolph  County  July  2,  1818,  only 
a  short  time  before  the  state  was  admitted  to  the 
Union.  At  the  age  of  twenty-five,  he  purchased 
land  and  began  farming  for  himself.  He  contin- 
ued to  reside  on  the  homestead  which  he  there  de- 
veloped until  1878,  when  he  came  to  Sparta.  He 
engaged  extensively  in  raising  horses  and  mules, 
and  also  had  on  hand  large  land  speculations.  He 
owned  at  one  time  as  much  as  ten  thousand  acres, 
and  at  his  death  was  the  largest  land-owner  in  the 
county. 

In  the  year  1873,  in  connection  with  Mr. 
Boyle,  James  J.  Borders  purchased  the  Bank  of 
S'parta,  then  operated  by  S.  P.  Smith,  and  re- 
tained his  connection  with  it  up  to  the  date  of  his 
death.  He  was  a  charitable  and  benevolent  man, 
and  his  help  was  given  in  a  practical  way,  which 
enabled  the  receiver  to  help  himself  and  thus  re- 
tain his  self-respect.  In  politics  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat. In  1873  he  was  elected  County  Commis- 
sioner. He  had  previously  served  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace,  but  few  cases  came  before  him  for  trial, 


as  he  almost  invariably  induced  the  litigants  to 
compromise.  Socially  he  was  a  Master  Mason. 
He  was  as  honest  as  the  day  is  long,  outspoken 
and  fearless,  and  had  the  confidence  of  all.  His 
death  occurred  in  Sparta,  July  22,  1891. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Mary  A.  Ritchey.  She  was  born  in  this 
county,  and  is  a  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah 
l^Hyndman)  Ritchey,  who  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  who  came  thence  to  Illinois.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  coal  dealer  and  a  very  successful  business 
man.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Borders  were  married  about 
1854,  and  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
namely:  Andrew,  James  B.  and  Maggie,  deceased; 
William  R.,  of  this  sketch;  Andrew,  Mattie  E., 
Michael  W.  and  Mary  I.  James  B.  married  Ada 
McCormick,  and  lived  at  Nashville,  111.  They 
have  six  children.  Andrew  was  Postmaster  at 
Sparta  during, President  Cleveland's  first  term,  and 
is  at  present  Postmaster  at  Tulare,  Cal.  He  mar- 
ried Mamie  AVeir,  and  they  have  two  children, 
Francis  and  Irene.  Mattie  E.  is  the  wife  of  Dr. 
C.  F.  Taggart,  a  practicing  physician  of  San  Fran- 
cisco, Cal.,  who  was  graduated  in  St.  Louis,  and  is 
now  taking  a  post-graduate  course  in  Berlin,  Ger- 
many; they  have  one  child,  Norma  H.  Michael 
W.,  a  practicing  attornej'  of  Belleville,  111.,  was 
graduated  from  the  Columbia  Law  School,  of  New 
York,  and  is  now  holding  the  office  of  City  Attor- 
ney of  Belleville,  although  he  is  only  twenty-live 
years  of  age.  He  married  Alice  Abby,  and  they 
have  one  child.  The  Borders  family  is  one  of 
prominence  in  Randolph  County,  its  members 
having  been  inseparablj'  connected  with  the  ma- 
terial progress  and  development  of  this  com- 
munity. Maj.  Andrew  Borders,  father  of  James  J., 
was  one  of  the  early  pioneers  and  prominent  char- 
acters of  Illinois. 

Our  subject  has  also  borne  his  share  in  the  work  of 
public  advancement  and  improvement.  He  was 
reared  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  and  be- 
came familiar  with  all  the  duties  of  farm  life.  He 
entered  upon  his  business  career  as  silent  partner  in 
the  Bank  of  Sparta  in  1873,  and  is  now  sole  proprie- 
tor. This  is  now  one  of  the  leading  financial  insti- 
tutions of  the  county,  conducted  on  a  safe  and  con 
servative  basis,  and  is  a  credit  to  the  community  as 
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•well  as  to  the  owner.  Mr.  Borders  is  a  man  of  excel- 
lent business  and  executive  ability,  and  liis  success 
is  well  deserved.  He  is  extensively  interested  in 
the  natural  gas  wells  at  Sparta.  In  fact,  lie  was  a 
ruling  spirit  in  the  company  which  discovered 
natural  gas  in  Sparta,  and  is  now  sole  proprietor 
of  three  flowing  wells,  witli  about  three  miles  of 
gas  mains.  He  is  also  a  i)rominent  breeder  of  trot- 
ting and  pacing  horses  and  is  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Directors  of  the  National  Standard  Pacing 
Horse  Breeders'  Company.  In  politics  he  is  a  zeal- 
ous Democrat,  but  never  held,  and  could  not  be 
induced  to  hold,  an  office.  For  eight  years  he 
served  as  Treasurer  of  Hope  Lodge  No.  162,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  lie  is  also  a  member  of  Tancred  Com- 
mandery  No.  50,  at  Belleville,  111.  He  is  the  larg- 
est owner  of  city  property  in  Sparta,  and  one  of 
the  largest  holders  of  real  estate  in  Randolph 
County. 


'^  ON.  WILLIAM  RALLS  MORRISON,  for 
|)  sixteen  years  a  Member  of  Congress  from 
the  Eighteenth  Congressional  District  of 
Illinois,  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  111., 
September  14,1825.  He  secured  his  preliminary 
education  in  the  common  schools,  and  afterward 
attended  McKendrce  College.  He  enlisted  in  the 
Mexican  War  and  served  as  a'  private  in  Colonel 
Bissel's  regiment  under  General  Taylor,  after 
which  he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
in  Monroe  County. 

In  1852  Mr.  Morrison  was  elected  Clerk  of  Mon- 
roe County,  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1854, 
when  he  resigned.  He  was  then  chosen  to  repre- 
sent his  district  in  the  Legislature  and  became 
Speaker  of  the  House  in  1859.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  Rebellion  he  organized  the  Forty-ninth  Illi- 
nois Infantry  and  took  an  active  and  prominent 
part  in  the  early  portion  of  the  war.  At  the  bat- 
tle of  Ft.  Donelson  he  was  severely  wounded.  In 
1862,  while  in  command  of  his  regiment,  he  was 
elected  by  the  Democratic  parly  to  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Congress,  but  was  defeated  for  the  Thirty- 
ninth  and  Fortieth  Congresses. 

In    1872   Colonel    Morrison   again  received  the 
nomination    by    the    Democratic    party,  and    was 
2 


elected,  taking  his  seat  the  following  year  and 
serving  until  1887.  From  1875  until  1877,  and 
again  from  1883  to  1887,  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee,  and  in  that  responsi- 
ble position  rendered  efficient  service,  as  he  did  in 
every  other  duty  entrusted  to  him.  In  1886  he 
was  defeated  for  re-election.  He  was  a  delegate 
to  the  National  Union  Convention  in  1866,  and  to 
the  Democratic  Conventions  of  1856,  1868,  1884 
and  1888.  At  the  time  of  the  last  election  of  Gen- 
eral Logan  to  the  United  States  Senate,  Colonel 
Morrison  was  his  opponent,  and  there  w.is  a  differ- 
ence of  but  two  votes  between  their  respective 
parties.  Though  the  matter  was  long  and  hotl3'  con- 
tested, the  relations  between  the  two  were  of  the 
most  friendly  character,  as  they  had  been  friends 
from  an  early  day  and  comrades  during  the  war. 
At  the  expiration  of  his  Congressional  service, 
in  March,  1887,  Colonel  Morrison  was  appointed 
by  President  Cleveland  a  member  of  the  Inter- 
State  Commerce  Commission  for  a  term  of  five 
years,  and  was  re-appointed  by  President  Harrison 
for  six  years.  For  a  long  time  he  has  been  a  promi- 
nent factor  in  the  Democratic  party,  which  he  more 
truly  represents  then  any  one  else  in  this  section. 
On  two  occasions  he  has  had  a  strong  following 
for  the  Presidential  nomination.  He  is  still  active 
and  inlluential  in  the  councils  of  his  party,  and  is 
held  in  high  regard,  nor  only  by  those  of  similar 
political  belief,  but  by  his  fellow-men,  irrespective 
of  part3'  affiliations. 


«  ftlLLIAM  W.  COLLIER.  This  county  is 
\/yJ//  the  home  of  quite  a  number  of  men  who 
W^  were  thrown  upon  their  own  resources  at 
an  early  age,  and  whose  natural  aptness  and  en- 
ergy were  developed  and  strengthened  by  contact 
with  the  world,  resulting  in  making  their  lives 
more  than  ordinarily  successful  in  worldly  prosper- 
ity and  in  winning  respect.  Among  this  number  is 
William  W.  Collier,  of  Chester,  where  he  is  carry- 
ing on  a  splendid  trade  in  the  saddlery  and  har- 
ness business. 

A   native  of  Wayne  County,  Mo.,  our  subject 
was    born    near    Frederickstown,    September    12, 
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1847,  and  is  the  son  of  Miles  H.  and  Mary  S. 
(Short)  Collier,  natives  respectively  of  Alabama 
and  Tennessee.  The  father,  who  in  early  life  was 
a  merchant,  later  followed  farming,  and  on  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  AVar  owned  a  fine  estate, 
which  with  ihe  slaves  upon  it  was  valued  at  140,- 
000.  Desiring  to  leave  the  state,  he  sold  his  prop- 
erty' for  $400,  and  moving  north,  made  his  home 
in  Carlyle,  Clinton  County,  this  state.  He  em- 
barked in  the  saddlery  business  there,  and  con- 
tinued to  make  it  his  home  for  many  years.  He 
was  a  very  capable  man,  and  died  while  on  a  visit 
to  his  son  in  this  city.  In  his  deato,  which  oc- 
curred in  1882,  not  only  the  family,  but  the  com- 
munit}'  at  large  sustained  a  heavj'  loss.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  departed  this  life  in  1886, 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  while  at  the  home  of  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  J.  H.  Donewald. 

William  AV.  Collier  was  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  of  his  parents'  family  of  nine  children,  six 
of  whom  grew  to  mature  3ears.  He  passed  his 
boyhood  and  3'outh  in  this  state,  and  at  Carlyle 
received  a  good  education  in  the  public  school. 
When  old  enough  to  choose  a  life  occupation  he 
learned  the  trade  of  a  saddler  from  his  father,  and 
remained  in  the  above  place  working  at  his  trade 
until  1870,  the  year  of  his  removal  to  Chester. 

May  7,  1870,  Mr.  Collier  launched  out  in  busi- 
ness in  this  citj^  opening  a  store  along  the  river 
front,  and  has  continued  in  the  harness  business 
up  to  the  present  time.  He  has  been  more  than 
ordinarily-  successful  in  his  chosen  trade,  although 
he  met  with  severe  losses  on  two  occasions.  Jan- 
uary 9,  1879,  his  dwelling  was  burned,  and  Decem- 
ber 24,  1887,  his  store  was  destroyed,  lie  thereby 
losing  $4,700. 

The  lady  to  whom  Mr.  Collier  was  married 
March  31,  1874,  was  known  prior  to  her  marriage 
as  Miss  Angelique  E.  Smith.  She  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  David  and  Frances  Smith,  and  was  born  and 
reared  in  this  cit3'.  By  her  union  with  our  sub- 
ject she  has  become  the  mother  of  the  following 
six  children:  Minnie  C,  Lelia  S.;  Byron  S.  and 
Mamie,  deceased;  John  W.  and  Elbert. 

Mr.  Collier  believes  the  principles  laid  down  in 
the  Democratic  platform  are  best  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  the  nation,  and  therefore  votes  a  straight 


ticket.  He  can  always  be  counted  upon  to  bear  a 
part  in  every  worthy  enterprise  which  is  promul- 
gated in  the  neighborhood,  and  is  particularly  in- 
terested in  the  advancement  of  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. This  is  recognized  by  his  fellow-citizens, 
who  have  bestowed  upon  him  the  office  of  School 
Trustee,  which  he  held  for  two  terms.  Socially  he 
is  a  Mason  and  belongs  to  Chester  l^odge  No.  72. 
Mr.  Collier  lias  a  neat  residence,  whicii  is  located 
on  the  blufif  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi River. 


^  OBERT  BROWN,  who  was  one  of  the  well- 
r  to-do  agriculturists  of  Randolph  Countj', 
ilkW  was  residing  on  an  eighty-acre  tract,  lo- 
^)  cated  on  section  8,  township  8,  range  5,  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  the  son  of  William 
and  Eliza  (Carruthers)  Brown,  and  was  born  in 
County  Down,  Ireland.  August  22,  1838.  He 
came  to  America  in  1855,  and  meeting  a  brother 
who  was  living  in  Pennsjivania,  remained  there  a 
few  weeks,  when  he  came  with  him  to  Randolph 
County,  their  destination  being  Rockwood,  which 
at  that  time  was  known  as  Liberty. 

On  reaching  this  county,  the  young  Irish  lad 
engaged  to  work  on  neighboring  farms  for  several 
j-ears,  and  then  purchasing  a  tract  of  forty  acres 
in  township  7,  range  5,  there  made  his  home  for 
six  years.  Previous  to  buying  this  tract,  however, 
he  was  married,  February  28,  1858,  to  Miss  Mar- 
garet L.,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (An- 
derson) Kelly,  also  natives  of  County  Down,  Ire- 
land, whence  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
some  sixty  }-ears  ago.  They  located  in  Rockland 
Count}',  N.  Y.,  where  Margaret  was  born  March  8, 
1841.  In  the  summer  of  1842,  Thomas  Kelly,  with 
his  family,  came  to  this  county,  and  made  his  home 
near  Rockwood  until  his  death  May  29,  1891.  His 
good  wife  died  Jul}'  5,  1872. 

After  residing  six  years  on  his  first  purchase, 
our  subject  bought  a  quarter-section  elsewhere  in 
this  locality,  and  resided  on  it  for  seven  years, 
when  he  made  permanent  location  on  section  8. 
B}'  this  union  with  Miss  Brown  there  were  born 
ten  children,  of  whom  four  survive.     Thej-  are, 
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Eliza  Ellen,  Maggie,  Elijah  and  Harvey  Robert. 
Those  deceased  are,  William.  Henry,  Mary  Ann, 
Jolin  Walker,  .John  C.  and  Minnie.  Mr.  Brown 
durinfj  liis  lifetime  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian C'hnrch,  with  which  body  his  widow  and 
children  are  connected. 


_^3 


"SI 


^-i^ 


[s_ 


^pRANCISGOLLON,  one  of  the  noted  biisi- 
ir^&  ness  men  of  the  city  of  Chester,  is  a  native 
IL,  of  Prussia  Poland,  and  was  born  January 
26,  1839.  His  parents,  Jacob  and  Barbara  (Singer) 
Gollon,  were  also  born  in  Prussia,  and  lived  and 
died  in  that  country.  Our  subject  attended  the 
schools  of  liis  native  land,  and  when  old  enough 
commenced  to  cultivate  a  farm  for  his  parents,  at 
which  he  continued  until  reaching  his  eighteenth 
year,  when  he  determined  to  emigrate  to  America. 
After  landing  in  New  York  City,  he  made  his  way 
to  Peoria,  this  state,  and  began  to  learn  the  trade 
of  a  baker,  at  whicii  he  worked  for  the  following 
two  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he 
came  to  Chester  to  visit  a  brother  who  was  resid- 
ing here.  It  had  been  his  intention  to  go  farther 
south,  but  instead  he  engaged  to  work  in  the 
bakery  of  William  Bruns,  who  was  just  starting  a 
shop.  After  a  time  our  subject  was  enabled  to 
embark  in  business  for  himself,  and  continued  in 
this  until  the  latter  part  of  1860.  The  following 
year  we  find  him  working  at  his  trade  in  New 
Orleans.  Having  an  opportunity  to  engage  as  pas- 
try cook  on  the  steamer  "Paytona,"  plying  from 
Louisville  to  New  Orleans,  he  accepted  the  posi- 
tion, but  a  few  months  later,  however,  he  resigned 
and  commenced  working  in  the  last  named  city. 
After  ,three  months  in  tliat  cit3'  he  went  to  Cairo, 
and  worked  in  the  Government  bakery  there  until 
just  after  the  battle  of  Pittsburg  Landing,  in  1862. 
Mr.  Gollon  then  joined  the  arm}-  stationed  at 
the  above  city  and  baked  for  them.  He  subse- 
quently visited  many  places,  among  which  were 
Helena,  Ark.,  and  Vicksburg,  and  went  with  the 
regiment  on  Bank's  expedition  on  Red  River.-  In 
the  spring  of  1864  our  subject  returned  to  New 
Orleans,  and  in  June  of  that  year  made  his  way  to 
Chester.     He  soon   entered   into   partnership  with 


Valentine  Ritter,  who  was  engaged  in  the  retail 
liquor  business.    After  a  year  thus  spent  he  bought 

out  his  partner,  and  has  since  conducted  the 
business  alone.  In  addition  to  this  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  hotel  and  restaurant  business  a 
great  deal  of  the  time,  besides  dealing  extensively 
in  ice  and  in  wholesaling  beer.  Because  of  his 
straightforward  manner  and  sagacity  he  is  consid- 
ered one  of  Chester's  solid  business  men  and  has 
gained  the  entire  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
community.  Politically  Mr.  Gollon  is  a  stalwart 
Republican  in  principle,  but  in  local  affairs  is 
lather  conservative,  voting  for  the  best  man,  irre- 
spective of  party. 

.lanuaiy  11,  1866,  Miss  Rosa  Dushinksy,  a 
daughter  of  Joseph  and  Julia  (Gollon)  Dushinksy, 
became  the  wife  of  our  subject.  The  parents  of 
Mrs.  Gollon  emigrated  from  Prussia  in  an  early 
day,  and  spent  the  remainder  of  their  lives  in  Ches- 
ter. Fourteen  children  came  to  bless  the  union  of 
our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife,  four  of  whom 
are  deceased.  The  living  are:  Frank,  who  is  mar- 
ried and  makes  his  home  in  Chicago;  Edward,  who 
is  engaged  as  a  railway  postal  clerk;  Louis,  who  is 
a  jeweler;  and  Clem,  John,  Bertha,  Rosa,  Georgiana, 
Leon  and  JaraesBlaine,  all  of  whom  are  attending 
school.  The  last-named  was  born  November  4, 
1884,  on  the  night  of  the  defeat  of  James  G. 
Blaine  for  President.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gollon,  with 
their  entire  family,  are  devout  members  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church. 


'^ 


JULIUS  H.  JAENKK,  a  harness  dealer  of 
Burksville,  is  numbered  !\mong  the  promi- 
'  nent  and  representative  business  men  of 
'  that  place.  He  well  merits  the  prominent 
position  which  he  fills  and  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  held.  lie  w.as  born  in  German^-,  De- 
cember 21,  18.51,  and  is  a  son  of  Ehrenfried  G. 
and  Christiana  (Grallert)  Jaenke,  l)otli  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Prussia.  Their  family  numbered 
six  children,  of  whom  ft)ur  are  yet  living:  Will- 
iam, Fred,  Julius  H.  and  (ieorge  J.  The  parents 
were  both  reared  and  educated  in  their  native 
land.     The   father  was  a  millwright  by  trade.     In 
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1852  he  brought  his  wife  and  children  to  the 
United  States,  and  on  reacliing  tlie  shores  of  this 
countr}',  came  directly  to  Waterloo,  111.,  where  he 
followed  coopering  for  a  time.  He  afterward  pur- 
chased an  eigiit}--acre  farm  in  Monroe  Count}-,  and 
successfully  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  death.  Botli  he  and  iiis  wife  were  members 
of  St.  Paul's  Church,  and  in  politics  he  was  a  Re- 
publican. His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven,  and  his  wife  passed  away  at  tiie  age  of 
sixty-two  years. 

It  was  during  the  infancy  of  our  subject  that 
he  was  brought  to  America.  He  attended  school 
until  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  then  began  earn- 
ing his  own  livelihood  by  learning  the  harness- 
maker's  trade,  serving  a  three  years'  apprentice- 
ship. He  then  again  attended  school,  and  after 
pursuing  his  studies  for  a  time  in  the  high  school 
at  Waterloo  he  began  teaching.  Subsequently  he 
was  for  three  terms  a  student  in  the  state  normal 
school  at  Carbondale,  111.  He  then  resumed  teach- 
ing, which  profession  he  followed  for  twelve  years, 
being  recognized  as  one  of  the  most  able  instruc- 
tors in  the  county. 

On  leaving  the  normal  school,  Mr.  Jaenke  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Keck,  a  native 
of  Monroe  County,  who  was  reared  and  educated 
near  Waterloo,  and  who  is  a  highly  cultured  and 
refined  ladj'.  Two  children  were  born  to  them,  of 
whom  one  is  yet  living,  Julius  H.  The  mother 
was  a  faithful  member  of  St.  Paul's  Church  of 
Waterloo,  and  was  a  most  estimable  lad3^  Her 
death  occurred  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-six 
years.  For  his  second  wife,  Mr.  Jaenke  chose 
Catherine  Trost,  also  a  native  of  Monroe  County, 
where  her  maidenhood  days  were  passed.  Three 
children  graced  this  union,  of  whom  two  are  yet 
living,  L3'dia  and  Flora.  The  mottier  is  a  highly 
educated  lady,  and  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Jaenke  continued  to  engage  in  teaching  for 
some  years.  He  then  abandoned  tliat  profession, 
and  gave  his  entire  attention  to  farming  and  har- 
ness-making, which  pursuits  he  still  follows.  He 
is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
rich  land,  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
well  improved,  and  also  owns  some  town  property. 
As  a  harness  dealer  he   is   doing  a  good  business, 


and  enjoys  a  constantlj'  increasing  trade,  wliich  he 
well  merits,  for  he  is  honorable  and  upright  in  all 
transactions  and  earnestly  desires  to  please  his 
customers.  He  cairies  a  policy  in  the  Northwest- 
ern Insurance  Company  of  Chicago  for  ^1,000. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Harigari  Lodge  of  Water- 
loo, and  has  held  the  offices  of  Township  Assessor 
and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  discharging  his  duties 
with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents. He  votes  independently,  preferring  to 
support  the  man  wiioni  he  thinks  best  qualified  for 
the  office.  ]Mr.  Jaenke  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  is  now  serving  as  its  President. 


^f'  NDKKW  GAKNER.  lately  deceased,  was  an 
intelligent  and  enterprising  farmer  wlio 
resided  in  township  6,  range  7,  Randolph 
County.  He  was  a  native  of  the  Father- 
land, and  was  born  September  12,  1832.  He  was 
the  second  child  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
three  children  born  to  George  and  Magdalena 
(Helmana)  Garner.  The  parents  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1851,  locating  in  this  county, 
where  the}'  died. 

Our  subject  attended  the  model  schools  of  his 
native  country,  and  after  coming  to  America  com- 
menced farming  on  his  own  account.  He  was  then 
twenty-one  3'ears  of  age,  and  he  became  one  of  the 
leading  farmers  of  the  county.  The  neat  and  at- 
tractive estate  comprises  two  hundred  fertile  acres, 
on  which  he  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  On  the  place  are  to  be  found  all  the  re- 
quisites necessary  for  conducting  successful  farm- 
ing, and  the  many  outbuildings  are  adequate  for 
the  care  of  the  grain  and  stock.  In  1860  he 
erected  a  cooper  shop  on  his  farm  and  employed  a 
number  of  men  to  make  flour  barrels,  which  enter- 
prise was  very  successful. 

In  the  year  1854  Mr.  Garner  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Catherine  Denninger,  who  was  a 
native  of  German}-,  and  who  came  to  Illinois 
in  an  early  day  with  her  jjarcnts.  She  bore  her 
husband  four  children,  all  of  whom  yet  survive: 
P^mma,  who  is  the  wife  of  Baty  Schultz  and  lives 
in  St.  Louis;  Jane,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  McDon- 
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aid,  and  resides  on  afaira  near  Ellis  Grove;  Chris- 
tian who  married  Ella  Humphry,  and  is  a  farmer 
near  Ellis  (irove;  and  Anna,  the  wife  of  William 
Sclioeppel,  residents  of  Ellis  (Jrovc.  ()u  Septem- 
ber 1,  1892,  the  wife  and  mother  passed  to  the 
land  of  rest,  and  Mr.  Garner  moved  from  his  farm 
to  ICllis  Grove,  where  he  lived  with  his  youngest 
daughter  until  death  called  liiin  to  rest,  Jan- 
uary 10,  1894.  Neither  Mr.  Garner  nor  his  wife 
were  membei-s  of  a  church.  He  was  a  member  of 
Kaskaskia  Lodge  No.  86,  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  politi- 
cally cast  his  vote  for  the  candidates  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic party. 


~S] 


^^f^ 


[S~ 


,^!^EORGE  B.  ALLISON,  of  Chester,  is  a  na- 
III  J-— :  live  of  Maries  County,  Mo.,  and  was  born 
^^ijl  March  10,  1862.  He  is  a  son  of  Ebenezer 
and  Margaret  (Gow)  Allison,  natives  of  Scotland, 
the  former  having  been  born  in  Fifeshire,  and  the 
latter  in  Perthshire.  The  paternal  grand[)arents, 
John  and  Jane  (Beveredge)  Allison,  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  fjowlands  of  Scotland.  The  maternal 
grandparents  were  William  and  Elizabeth  Gow, 
the  latter  of  whom  is  still  living  in  the  High- 
lands, and  has  attained  the  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  and  one  years  (1894). 

In  the  spring  of  1856  Ebenezer  Allison  and 
Miss  Margaret  Gow  were  united  in  marriage,  and 
a  few  months  later  they  bade  farewell  to  their 
childhood's  home  and  set  sail  for  America.  Land- 
ing in  New  York,  they  proceeded  thence  to  Roches- 
ter, where  they  remained  on  a  farm  about  three 
years.  Traveling  still  further  westward  and  set- 
tling in  Missouri,  they  entered  land  some  fourteen 
miles  south  of  Rolla,  where  they  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  seven  years.  The  war  coming  on,  they 
were  unable  to  get  away  from  the  county,  although 
the  surroundings  were  not  pleasant,  owing  to  the 
fact  that  they  were  faithful  to  the  Union,  while 
their  neighbors  were  mostly  southern  sympathizers. 
Rolla  w.as  at  that  time  a  military  post,  and  Eben- 
ezer Allison  joined  the  militia  service,  which 
drew  upon  him  the  animosity  of  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. His  life  was  constantly  in  danger,  and 
often,  after  retiring,  he  could  hear  the   sound  of 


approaching  footsteps,  the  neighing  of  horses  and 
the  lowing  of  cattle,  and  knew  that  his  best 
stock  was  being  stolen,  but  he  did  not  dare  to 
protest.  Had  he  done  so,  it  would  have  cost  him 
his  life. 

The  Rebellion  ended,  Mr.  Allison  sold  his  farm 
in  Missouri  in  the  spring  of  1866,  and  came  di- 
rectly to  Chester,  where  a  brother  held  the  position 
of  miller  in  Cole's  mill.  For  the  four  years  suc- 
ceeding his  advent  in  Randolph  County  he  oper- 
ated rented  land  near  Chester,  and  then  pur- 
chased the  farm  where  his  widow  still  resides. 
Twenty  years  after  coming  to  this  state  he  passed 
away,  in  March,  1886.  He  and  his  wife  had  a 
family  of  seven  sons  and  one  daughter,  five  of 
whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  William  G.,  a  stock- 
dealer  in  Chester;  George  B.,  Postmaster  at  Ches- 
ter; Ebenezer,  proprietor  of  a  fine  grocery  store 
on  Main  Street,  Chester;  Alex  G.,  who  is  living 
on  the  old  homestead  with  his  mother;  and  David. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  sjipnthis  early  child- 
hood days  on  the  farm.  His  primary  education 
was  secured  in  the  district  school  and  was  supple- 
mented with  two  years  in  the  South  Normal  In- 
stitute of  Carbondale.  The  six  months  succeeding 
his  normal  course  he  taught  in  the  district  schools 
of  Randolph  County.  During  the  summer  seasons 
he  read  law  in  the  office  of  II.  Clay  Horner,  of  Ches- 
ter, and  in  August,  1886,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar 
of  Randolph  County.  In  the  county  seat  he  began 
the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  continued  thus 
engaged  until  his  appointment  as  Postmaster  at 
Chester,  under  President  Ilariison,  his  commission 
bearing  date  of  December  22,  1891. 

Since  casting  his  first  vote  in  a  Presidential 
election  for  James  G.  Blaine,  Mr.  Allison  has  con- 
tinued loyal  to  the  principles  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  made  the  race  for  Prosecuting  Attor- 
ney, and.  although  the  county  is  hoi)elessly  Dem- 
ocratic, he  ran  some  sixty  votes  ahead  of  his 
ticket.  Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  order 
of  Knights  of  Pythias,  in  which  he  has  filled  the 
highest  local  olllces.  He  is  also  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  Chester  Club. 

The  lady  who,  September  8,  1886,  liecame  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Allison  was  Flora,  daughter  of  Rob- 
ert and  Kate  (Harmon)  Gant,  natives  of  Randolph 
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County.  Her  father  was  a  representative  of  an 
old  English  family,  members  of  whicli  were  earlj' 
settlers  of  Penns^ivania,  coming  thence  to  this 
county  many  years  ago.  The  Harmon  family  i^ 
of  Dutch  origin.  Unto  Mr.  and  ISIrs.  Allison  have 
been  born  three  children,  Maggie  M.,  Robert  G. 
and  William  E.  Mi-s.  Allison  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  and  Mr.  Allison  is  a  regular 
attendant  at  the  services  of  that  denomination, 
though  not  a  member.  In  the  social  circles  of 
Chester  they  are  worthily  held  in  high  esteem. 


<0<;;^.^.^.^.».i.».^.^.^.^.^■jgg4•♦'^•^5^^i^'i•^^^8•♦♦♦•»:>O' 

^  OHN  S.  BALTZELL,  who  for  tlie  past  two 
years  has  been  telegraph  operator  at  Perc}', 
has  the  lionor  of  being  a  native  of  Illinois, 
his  birth  having  occurred  in  Union  County, 
July  11,  1860.  He  is  tlie  youngest  child  of  John 
and  Rapsy  (Lewis)  Baltzell.  His  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Maryland,  and  when  quite  young  came  to 
this  state  with  his  parents,  the  family  locating  in 
Jonesboro,  111.  The  grandfatlier  of  our  subject, 
Henry  Baltzell,  spent  his  remaining  days  in  this 
state,  and  died  near  Grand  Tower.  The  father 
carried  on  a  supply  store  and  wood  yard  on  the 
river  near  Grand  Tower  until  the  great  overflow 
in  1844,  when  he  began  school  teaching,  which 
profession  he  followed  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred January  1,  1860,  a  few  months  before  the 
birth  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Baltzell  is  still  living, 
and  has  reached  the  advanced  age  of  seventy-two. 
She  makes  her  home  in  Belleville,  111. 

Mr.  Baltzell  of  this  sketch  received  his  pri- 
mary education  near  Cobden,  Union  County,  111., 
and  subsequently  attended  school  in  Alto  Pass, 
111.,  for  two  terms,  alternating  his  studies  with 
farm  work  in  that  community.  At  the  age  of  six- 
teen he  began  learning  telegraphy  in  Jonesboro, 
and  has  since  devoted  the  greater  part  of  his  time 
and  attention  to  that  work.  After  studying  for 
seven  months  he  started  out  to  seek  a  position, 
and  going  to  the  south  secured  employment  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark.  He  went  from  that  place  to 
Bismarck,  Mo.,  and  thence  returned  to  Alto  Pass, 
111.  Later  he  was  employed  in  the  general  office 
of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad  at  St.  Louis,  Mo., 


and  on  leaving  the  city  he  went  to  Millstadt.  We 
next  find  him  in  Percy,  where  he  continued  tele- 
graph operating  until  his  removal  to  Cairo,  111. 
On  leaving  that  place  he  again  went  south,  locat- 
ing in  Union  City,  Tenn.,  whence  he  returned  to 
Columbia,  III.  He  afterward  was  again  eraploj'ed 
in  the  general  office  in  St.  Louis,  and  later  in 
O'Kean  and  Olyphant,  Ark.  A  short  time  was 
then  spent  in  McNeil,  Mo.,  after  which  he  returned 
home  on  a  visit  and  then  located  in  Baldwin,  111. 
After  being  employed  as  operator  in  Blackwater, 
Mo.,  for  a  period  of  four  years  he  then  again  re- 
turned to  Baldwin,  later  he  was  employed  in  Alto 
Pass,  and  thence  came  to  Percy,  where  he  has  now 
been  located  for  the  past  two  years. 

In  1888  Mr.  Baltzell  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Alice  Brown,  of  Percy,  a  daughter  of 
David  and  Elizabeth  (Harmon)  Brown.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children.  Homer 
and  Ethel,  who  are  with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Balt- 
zell is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  is  a 
most  estimable  lady,  who  is  held  in  high  regard 
throughout  the  community  in  which  she  makes  her 
home. 

Mr.  Baltzell  holds  membership  with  Blackwater 
Lodge  No.  127,  I.  O.  O.  F..  of  Blackwater,  Mo.,  has 
filled  all  of  its  ottices,  and  is  now  Past  Grand.  He 
exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of  the 
Democratic  part}',  but  is  busily  employed  in  his 
profession  and  has  never  aspired  to  public  office. 
He  thoroughly  understands  his  business  and  is  rec- 
ognized as  an  able  operator.  In  Percy  and  through- 
out the  community  he  has  many  warm  friends  who 
esteem  him  highly  for  his  sterling  worth. 


lENJAMIN  J.  L.  GROSS  is  one  of  the  enter- 
prising business  men  of  New  Palestine, 
Randolph  County.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Rochester,  N.  Y.,  April  1,  1854,  and  he  was 
the  third  child  born  to  Conrad  and  Catherine 
(I)ihlmann)  Gross,  both  natives  of  Germany.  In 
1866  the  parents  removed  to  this  count}'.  They 
lived  here  until  their  deaths,  the  mother,  dying 
June   19,  1881,  and  the  father,  June  24,  1888. 

Our   subject  was   twelve    years    old   when    the 
journej'  was  made   hither.     He  had  attended  the 
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soliools  ill  hisnativestate,  but  after  coming  here,  for 
three  years  was  a  student  in  the  Lutheran  seiiool, 
and  spent  one  year  at  the  public  scliool.  When 
fifteen  years  old  he  began  learning  his  father's 
trade,  blacksinithing, and  has  been  in  that  business 
ever  since.  In  188(1  he  embarked  fur  himself  in 
New  Palestine,  where  he  is  enjoying  a  large  and 
profitable  trade,  manufacturing  wagons, plows  and 
harrows  in  connection  witli  his  general  repair 
work. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Gross  and  Miss  Justina, 
daughter  of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  Breacher,  na- 
tives of  German}^  occurred  December  26,  1881. 
To  this  marriage  nine  children  were  born,  the  two 
eldest  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  others  are: 
John  and  Conrad,  who  are  attending  school  in 
Chester;  Alfred,  Hulda,  Irene,  Justina  and  Sig- 
mund,  who  are  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gross  are  devoted  members  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church  and  are  held  in  high  esteem  b^' 
the  entire  community.  Politically,  Mr.  Gross  is 
conservative,  preferring  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the 
man,  irres|)ective  of  party. 


(^ 


^ 


C^ 


-c^ 


^ 


bAWRENCE  MERGELE  was  born  in  Ger- 
)  many  on    the   10th   of  August,   1826,  and 
I   was  reared  and  educated  in    that   country^ 

In  1845,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  he  bade  adieu  to 
friends  and  Fatherland  and  sailed  for  the  Xew 
World.  lie  landed  in  New  York  and  worked  for 
some  time  in  llial  city  in  order  to  acquire  the  nec- 
essary funds  to  bring  him  to  the  west,  lie  then 
made  bis  way  to  Illinois,  locating  near  Glasgow, 
where  he  afterward  married  Miss  Mary  Brown. 

The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  an  unbroken  farm.  The  entire  county  was 
in  its  primitive  condition,  and  the  work  of  prog- 
ress and  civilization  seemed  scarcely  begun.  All 
was  wild  and  uniinproved,  and  deer  and  wolves 
were  numerous.  The  family  experienced  all  the 
hardships  and  trials  of  frontier  life,  but  the  efforts 
of  Mr.  Mergcle  were  abl^' seconded  by  his  wife,  who 
proved  to  him  a  faithful  helpmate.  She  was  born 
in    Germany   in    1832,  and  when  only  a  year  old 


was  brought  to  this  country  by  her  parents,  who 
settled  in  .St.  Louis,  where  she  .acquired  her  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  I'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Mergele  were  born  six  children,  l)ut  only  four  are 
now  living.  The  eldest,  Theresa,  died  in  1889, 
and  the  youngest,  Lizzie,  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
3'ears.  Those  still  living  are  Caroline,  Kate,  Frank 
and  Bernard.  Kate  was  born  in  1857,  near  (Jlas- 
gow,  and  under  the  parental  roof  grew  to  woman- 
hood. .She  attended  a  convent  in  Waterloo  one 
winter,  but  made  her  home  with  her  parents  until 
twenty-five  ^yearsof  age,  when  she  became  the  wife 
of  George  Leibach,and  removed  to  Glasgow,  where 
her  husband  worked  as  a  saddler.  Two  years  later 
they  came  to  Burksville,  where  Mr.  Leibach  fol- 
lowed the  same  business  for  a  lime.  Later  they 
went  to  Denver,  Colo.,  where  he  carried  on  a  gro- 
cery store  until  going  to  New  Mexico.  His  death 
there  occurred  on  the  30th  of  November,  1892. 
Mrs.  Leibach  still  survives  her  husband  and  is  living 
upon  the  home  farm  in  this  county.  She  had  three 
children,  one  of  whom,  Frank  is  deceased.  Celia 
and  George  are  still  with  their  mother.  Bernard 
Mergele,  the  youngest  member  of  the  family,  was 
born  December  15,  1872,  in  this  county,  and  now 
operates  the  old  homestead,  lie  is  a  wide-awake 
and  enterprising  agriculturist,  and  the  neat  ap- 
pearance of  the  farm  indicates  his  enterprise.  He 
holds  membership  with  the  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  and  JNIrs.  Mergele  traveled  life's  journey 
together  for  fifty-five  years,  sharing  with  each 
other  its  joys  and  sorrows,  its  adversity  and  pros- 
perity. They  were  separated  by  death  in  1887, 
when  the  wife  and  mother  was  called  to  the  home 
beyond.  Her  remains  were  interred  in  Tipton. 
With  the  Catholic  Church  she  held  membership, 
and  she  was  a  most  highly  respected  woman. 
After  the  death  of  his  fust  wife,  Mr.  Mergele  re- 
moved to  Burksville,  and  thence  to  a  farm  close 
by.  He  was  afterward  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Jlrs.  La  Forge,  who  is  still  living. 

While  residing  in  Burksville,  Mr.  Mergele  car- 
ried on  milling  for  some  time.  In  early  life  he 
served  in  the  Mexican  War,  and  as  a  result  of 
his  service  his  health  was  alw.ays  somewhat  im- 
paired. By  the  Governineut  he  was  given  a  pen- 
sion, which  proved  of  benefit  to  him  in  his  declin- 
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ing  years.  After  about,  a  year's  illness  his  death 
occurred,  May  17,  1890,  and  his  remains  were  in- 
terred in  Tipton  Cemetery.  He,  too,  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  Church.  By  his  industry  and 
economy  he  had  accumulated  several  hundred 
acres  of  land,  and  thus  left  his  family  in  comforta- 
ble circumstances.  His  life  was  well  and  worthily 
passed,  and  by  an  honorable,  upright  career,  he 
won  the  high  regard  of  all. 


>T*P*> 
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,,y  P.  WALKER,  one  of  the  well  known 
WILm  farmers  of  Jackson  County,  resides  on  sec- 
tion 31,  Elkville  Township.  He  claims 
Michigan  as  the  state  of  his  nativity,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Grass  Lake,  in  1838.  He 
traces  his  ancestry  back  to  1620,  and  the  family 
numbers  among  its  members  some  of  the  most 
noted  people  of  Ohio  and  Illinois.  In  his  native 
state  he  grew  to  manhood, and  tliere  received  a  lib- 
eral education,  which  was  completed  by  a  course  of 
study  in  the  Kalamazoo  Baptist  College.  For  live 
years  he  taught  school,  and  proved  an  able  in- 
structor. With  the  capital  which  he  had  thereby 
acquired  he  then  embarked  in  the  drug  business  at 
Grass  Lake,  where  for  eight  3'pars  he  enjoyed  a 
good  trade  and  the  prosperity  it  brought  to  him. 
In  1862,  in  his  native  town,  Mr.  Walker  was 
joined  in  wedlock  with  Miss  Malissa  Babbitt,  a 
daughter  of  Levi  Babbitt,  but  the  lady  died  of 
consumption  shortly  after  her  marriage.  In  1866, 
he  married  Miss  Katie  Smith,  of  Schoolcraft,  Mich. 
She  was  a  most  estimable  lady  and  possessed  su- 
perior talent  in  vocal  music.  Her  death,  which 
occurred  in  1872,  was  widely  and  deeply  mourned. 
On  the  3d  of  June,  1879,  Mr.  Walker  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Mrs.  L.  E.  Kugler,  a  relative  of 
J.  H.  Kugler,  who  is  widely  known  as  a  steamboat 
pilot.  Her  father,  Mahloii  Van  Pelt,  was  a  noted 
stock-raiser  of  Highland,  Ohio,  and  married  Eliza- 
beth Arthur,  a  relative  of  the  late  President  Arthur. 
Mrs.  Walker  is  possessed  of  unusual  force  of  char- 
acter and  intelligence,  and  as  a  newspaper  cor- 
respondent has  won  an  enviable  reputation  by  her 
sharp, clear  sarcasm  and  lier  humor.  The  children 
of  Mrs.  Walker  by  her   former  marriage  are  two 


in  number,  Fannie,  who  married  Robert  Ruther- 
ford, an  artist  residing  in  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa; 
and  Dudley,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 

About  1878,  Mr.  Walker  removed  from  his  old 
home  in  Grass  Lake,  Mich.,  and  came  to  Jackson 
County,  111.  He  settled  on  section  31,  Elkville 
Township,  where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and 
sixty-five  acres  of  valuable  land,  which  constitutes 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  community.  It  is 
neat  and  thrifty  in  appearance,  and  the  many  im- 
provements upon  the  place  stand  as  monuments  to 
his  thrift  and  enterprise.  The  greater  part  of  his 
time  and  attention  are  now  devoted  to  its  further 
cultivation.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  people  of 
intelligence  and  worth,  and  are  well  informed  on 
the  questions  of  the  day.  They  take  a  deep  interest 
in  old-time  mementos  and  relics,  an<l  as  the  years 
have  passed,  have  collected  a  number  of  veiy  in- 
teresting and  valuable  souvenirs.  They  have  in 
their  possession  a  copj'  of  the  Boston  Gazette  which 
was  published  in  1770,  and  a  Vicksburg  paper 
which  was  published  during  the  war  and  printed 
on  wall  paper. 


/ 


J.  BURGE.  This  name  will  be  at  once 
recognized  as  that  of  a  leading  business  man 
of  Tamaroa,  who  is  carrying  on  a  prosper- 
ous trade  as  a  dealer  in  farm  implements. 
His  establishment  is  supplied  with  a  complete  line 
of  machinery  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  farmer. 
Both  in  prices  and  quality  the  stock  is  exceptional, 
and  through  reliable  dealings  with  all,  the  proprie- 
tor has  gained  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  this 
.section. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  HI.,  in  1848.  At  the  time  his  parents  re- 
moved to  this  place,  in  1859,  he  accompanied 
them,  and  has  since  made  this  place  his  home, 
with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent  in  the 
west.  He  was  one  in  a  family  of  nine  children 
born  to  William  and  Nancy  (Adams)  Burge,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky. 
The  eldest  brother  of  our  subject,  John  R., entered 
the  Union  army  in  1862,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  F,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  served 
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his  country  faithfully  and  well  until  the  close  of 
hostilities.  His  death,  which  occurred  in  Tamaroa, 
was  caused  by  consumption. 

J.  J.  Burge  was  also  of  a  very  patriotic  nature, 
and  was  only  detained  fioni  entering  the  army  on 
account  of  his  age.  In  188(J  he  engaged  in  selling 
farm  implements,  and  eleven  years  later  formed  a 
partnership  with  II.  \V.  Adams,  the  firm  now  con- 
ducting business  under  the  style  of  Adams  & 
Burge.  Our  subject  deals  fairly  with  ever}'  one, 
lives  a  life  of  the  strictest  integrity, and  has  gained 
not  onlj'  the  respect,  but  the  high  esteem  of  a  very 
wide  circle  of  acquaintances. 

The  lady  with  whom  Mr.  Burge  was  united  in 
marriage  in  1S81  was  Miss  Cassie  Freeman,  a  resi- 
dent of  this  city.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  three  children,  Ilarlon  C,  Ebert  (de- 
ceased) and  Arbie  H.  In  his  political  relations 
Mr.  Burge  is  a  stanch  Republican, and  although  an 
active  supporter  of  its  principles,  is  not  one  to  seek 
political  preferences.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  with  which  body 
he  has  been  connected  since  early  manhood.  Mrs. 
Burge  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 


ft/  ON.  WILLIAM  .1.  ALLEN,  LL.  B.,  of  the 
United  States  District  Court  for  southern 
Illinois.  In  presenting  to  the  readers  of 
this  volume  the  biographj-  of  Judge  Allen, 
we  are  perpetuating  the  life  work  of  one  of  the 
most  honored  residents  of  the  state.  Throughout 
a  long,  honorable  and  influential  career,  he  has 
maintaiued  that  energy  and  integrity  which  char- 
acterized his  earlier  j'ears.  Nor  has  his  success 
been  merely  in  accumulating  wealth,  but  in  the 
bettor  sense  of  the  word,  he  has  been  successful  in 
serving  others,  in  doing  good  and  in  winning  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  a  very  large  circle  of  ac- 
quaintances. Laborious  and  patient,  exhibiting 
by  his  life  his  self-reliant  spirit  and  strong  individ- 
uality, the  inlluence  he  unconsciously  exerts  has  a 
future  as  well  as  a  present  bearing  upon  the  prog- 
ress of  this  section  of  the  state. 

The  record  of  the  life  of  Willis  Allen,  father  of 
the  Judge,  is  one  of   which    his  descendants   may 


justly  be  proud.  Possessed  of  that  indefatigable 
industry  and  legal  ability  which  was  later  so  abun- 
dantl}'  evinced  l>y  the  son  of  whom  we  write,  he 
became  eminent  in  the  political  circles  of  southern 
Illinois.  He  was  born  in  Tennessee  in  December, 
18U(),  and  there  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Joiner. 
In  1830  he  came  to  Illinois  and  commenced  farm- 
ing in  what  was  then  Franklin  County.  Ileserved 
as  Sheriff,  Representative  and  State  Senator,  and 
111  1841  was  elected  State's  Attorney  for  the  Cir- 
cuit. He  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1847,  and  of  Congress  from  1851  until 
1855.  As  a  lawyer  he  was  successful,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  death  was  .liidge  of  the  Circuit  Court. 
He  died  in  April,  1859,  while  his  wife,  who  was 
born  in  1807,  survived  him  three  years,  passing 
away  in  18()2.  They  left  three  sons  and  two 
daughters. 

Born  in  Wilson  County,  Tenii.,  June  9,  1829, 
our  subject  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Illinois 
when  an  infant.  He  received  his  literary  education 
at  a  boarding  school,  and  was  graduated  in  1849 
from  the  Law  School  of  Louisville,  Kj'.  Open- 
ing an  office  at  Metropolis,  III.,  he  removed  from 
there  to  Williamson  County  in  1853,  and  practiced 
in  Marion  until  1854,  when  he  was  elected  to  the 
Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature.  In  the 
spring  of  1855  he  was  appointed  United  States  Dis- 
trict Attorney,  and  four  years  later  resigned  that 
position  to  resume  the  practice  of  law  at  Marion. 
He  was  elected  Circuit  Judge  to  succeed  his  father 
in  1859,  holding  the  ofHce  until  December,  1861, 
when  he  became  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention.  In  the  spring  of  1862  he  was  elected 
to  Congress,  and  there  served  on  the  Committee 
on  Claims,  also  the  Committees  on  Territories  and 
Commerce. 

Next  we  find  Judge  Allen  located  at  Cairo,  111., 
where  he  remained  until  1874.  and  whence  he  re- 
moved to  Carbondalc.  During  his  residence  in 
these  cities  he  devoted  his  attention  to  the  prac- 
tice of  his  chosen  profession,  being  employed  by 
Governor  Beveridge  to  prosecute  the  Williamson 
County  vendetta.  This  delicate  and  dangerous 
service  he  performed  with  fearlessness  and  distin- 
guished ability,  convicting  all  the  leaders  and  re- 
storing peace  to  the  community.     In    1886    he   re- 
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moved  from  Carboiidale  to  Springfield,  and  in 
June  of  tliat  year  formed  a  partnersliip  with  C.  C. 
Brown  &  Son,  the  firm  name  being  Allen,  Brown  & 
Brown.  This  partnership  was  continued  until  our 
subject  was  appointed  in  1887  to  his  present 
Judgeship.  Throughout  his  entire  life  he  has 
been  a  stanch  supporter  of  Democratic  principles. 
The  marriage  of  Judge  Allen  and  Miss  Annie 
McKeen,  of  Maryland,  was  celebrated  in  Decem- 
ber, 1858.  Mrs.  Allen  was  born  in  1840,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Hugh  Blair  and  Ui-sula  McKeen,  na- 
tives of  Maryland,  and  now  deceased.  Of  the 
union  of  Judge  and  Mrs.  Allen,  six  children  were 
born,  five  of  whom  are  now  living,  namely:  Willis, 
Miriam,  Robert  M.,  Louise  and  John  B. 
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UUAAAM  FRICK,  Sr.,  a  well  known  farmer 
residing  on  section  17,  township  3,  range 

'^^  8  west,  Monroe  County,  was  born  in  the 
Hessian  province  of  Germany  on  the  2d  of  Octo- 
ber, 1819,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
Frick.  His  father  was  a  farmer  and  butcher.  In 
1833,  accompanied  by  his  family,  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  landing  in  New  Orleans  in  May  of  that 
year.  They  went  thence  to  Little  Rock,  on  to  St. 
Louis,  and  later  to  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  in 
the  vicinity  of  which  place  the  familj'  lived  for 
some  time,  the  members  working  for  farmers  in 
the  neighborhood  until  1834,  when  tlie  father 
rented  a  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1835  the  family 
came  to  Monroe  County,  where  again  a  farm  was 
rented.  For  a  short  time  the  sons  worked  for 
others,  and  then  worked  upon  the  home  farm,  a 
claim  of  school  laud  having  been  secured.  Mr. 
Frick.  Sr.,  continued  to  live  in  this  locality  until 
called  to  the  home  beyond,  on  the  4th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1860.  In  the  family  were  eight  children,  five 
of  whom  are  still  living,  John,  William,  Charles, 
Ernst  and  Jacob. 

William  Frick,  of  this  sketch,  continued  to  work 
as  a  farm  hand  until  twentj'-two  years  of  age.  In 
1840  he  bought  land  in  Randolph  Count}',  a  tract 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  comi)rising  forty 
acres  of  timber  land  and  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  prairie.     On  the  17th  of  September.  1850, 


he  married  Mary  Magdelena,  daughter  of  Christo- 
pher Ileyl,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  Illi- 
nois from  Pennsylvania  about  1835  and  settled  in 
Monroe  County.  Mrs.  Frick  was  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania September  1,  1833.  The  young  couple  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  upon  his  farm  in  Randolph 
County,  but  after  two  years  our  subject  sold  out 
and  removed  to  the  farm  which  is  now  his  home. 
He  and  his  brother  John  are  the  oldest  settlers 
living  in  the  township.  When  they  came  here,  deer, 
wild  turkeys  and  other  game  were  ver\'  plentiful. 
The  land  was  wild,  and  the  work  of  civilization 
seemed  hardly  begun. 

In  1890,  Mr.  Frick  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  23d  of  Septem- 
ber. In  their  family  were  eleven  children,  eight 
of  whom  are  still  living:  William  Henry,  a  farmer; 
Mary  Magdalena,  wife  of  Charles  Menmann,  who 
operates  a  farm  belonging  to  her  father;  Louisa, 
wife  of  Amend  Streicher,  of  Red  Bud;  Carolina 
Henrietta;  Johanna,  wife  of  John  Whiteside,  an 
agriculturist  of  this  community;  Mary  Ann,  at 
home;  Emil  D.,  a  merchant  of  St.  Louis;  Edward 
Christopher;  and  Ernest  Heniy,  who  are  still  upon 
the  home  farm.  One  child  died  in  infancy;  Eliza- 
beth died  at  the  age  of  six  and  a-half,  and  Marj- 
when  eight  and  a-half  years  of  age. 

Mr.  Frick  at  one  time  owned  over  four  hundred 
acres  of  land,  but  novv  has  three  hundred  and 
eighty-three  acres,  forty-three  on  section  18,  forty 
on  section  7,  one  hundred  and  twenty  on  section 
5,  eighty  on  section  17,  eight}'  on  section  21,  and 
twenty  on  section  16.  The  land  is  all  highly  culti- 
vated and  improved,  and  Mr.  Frick  successfully 
carries  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising.  He 
started  in  life  for  himself  without  a  dollar,  and  in  his 
early  years  had  to  work  very  hard  to  provide  for  his 
own  maintenance,  but  he  was  industrious  and 
frugal,  saved  his  money,  and  by  judicious  invest- 
ments and  well  directed  efforts  he  has  become  one 
of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  community.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Deniocrac_v, 
and  for  three  years  was  Supervisor  of  his  town- 
ship. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  is  now  serving  as  Trustee,  and  has 
ever  been  one  of  its  active  and  faithful  workers. 
Mr.  Frick  in  an  earl}'  day  drove  a  peddler's  wagon 
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from  Ilecker  to  St.  Louis.  He  supplied  the  mer- 
cliants  witli  goods,  and  tooi<  their  produce  to 
market  in  St.  Louis,  making  tiiree  trips  every  two 
weeks.  This  was  during  tlie  cholera  epidemic  in 
184;). 


RITZ  JENKEI.  is  classed  among  the  intel- 
ligent, keen  and  successful  German  farm- 
jj  ers  of   Perry   County  and   is  contributing 

much  to  its  matcri.il  prosperity,  llis  property, 
which  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twentj'  acres, 
is  located  on  section  3G,  township  4,  range  3  west, 
and  is  kept  up  to  the  highest  point  in  everj-  re- 
spect, being  supplied  with  neat  and  well  ordered 
buildings  and  the  most  imiiroved  modern  ma- 
chinery. 

Fritz  and  Mary  (Ahrens)  Jenkel,  the  parents  of 
our  subject,  were  born  in  Germany.  The  grand- 
father was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  for  many  years 
held  a  (Government  position  as  forestman.  When 
too  old  to  follow  this  business  an}'  longer  he  was 
retired  with  a  good  pension.  In  early  nianliood 
he  was  ordered  to  enter  the  German  army,  and 
not  wishing  to  do  so,  was  about  to  be  forced  into 
the  service  when  his  young  wife  locked  him  in 
a  clothes  press  and  thus  he  evaded  his  would-be 
captors. 

The  father  of  our  subject  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  in  early  life,  but  did  not  follow  that 
occupation,  as  he  succeeded  his  father  as  forest- 
man  and  lield  that  position  until  coming  to  the 
United  States.  The  lady  whom  he  married  in  his 
native  country  was  the  daughter  of  Henry  Ahrens, 
a  well-to-do  fanner  and  a  devoted  Baptist  in  re- 
ligion, who  was  so  persecuted  b^'  his  enemies  that 
he  was  compelled  to  spend  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  either  in  the  woods  or  in  prison. 

Fritz  Jenkel,  Sr.,  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
with  his  family  in  1854,  and  when  locating  in  St. 
Louis  was  without  means  of  any  kind.  He  worked 
for  other  people  for  the  succeeding  two  years, 
after  which  he  came  to  HIinoisand  made  his  home 
for  some  time  in  St.  Clair  County.  In  1858  he 
came  to  Perry  County,  where  he  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  land  and  resided  until  his  decease.     The 


parental  family  included  ten  children,  of  whom 
six  were  born  in  Germany.  They  were  William, 
Fritz,  Elizabeth,  Mary;  Henry  and  Dora  (twins); 
Mina,  Ida,  Catherine,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy". 
Of  this  family,  our  subject,  Ida  and  Catherine  are 
the  only  members  living. 

Our  subject  was  born  December  13,  1835,  and 
received  a  fair  education  in  his  native  land.  Be- 
ing one  of  the  eldest  children,  he  was  compelled 
to  aid  his  father  in  the  support  of  the  family-. 
When  nine  years  oTage  he  began  to  workout,  and 
after  coming  to  the  United  States  was  employed 
by  other  people  for  a  number  of  years.  The  lady 
whom  he  married  in  his  twenty-fifth  year  w.is  Mrs. 
Julia  A.  Holstetter,  daughter  of  Jacob  Hoot.  Mrs. 
Jenkel  was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  and  by  her 
union  with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of 
five  children,  viz.:  Ilenr^',  William.  John,  George 
and  Mary.  In  1862  our  subject  located  in  this 
county,  and  after  renting  property  for  a  twelve- 
month purchased  his  present  farm,  the  greater 
portion  of  which  he  has  cleared  himself.  With  his 
wife  he  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church  at  Oak  Grove,  in  which  body  he  has 
served  as  Deacon  for  the  past  sixteen  years.  He 
is  not  connected  with  any  political  party,  liiit  al- 
ways votes  for  the  best  man. 


R.  W.  J.  HARRAL  is  a  well  known  and 
rising  3'oung  physician  now  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Elkville.  He 
claims  Tennessee  as  the  state  of  his  nativ- 
ity, and  in  its  schools  he  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion. Determining  to  take  up  the  practice  of 
medicine  and  make  it  his  life  work,  he  entered  the 
college  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  was  graduated 
with  honor  from  that  institution  with  the  degree 
of  M.  D. 

Mr.  Ilarral  is  a  doctor  of  the  old  school.  He 
began  practice  in  1883  and  has  continued  it  unin- 
terruptedly up  to  the  present  time,  in  the  early 
part  of  1894.  His  ability  to  properly  diagnose 
difficult  cases  soon  brought  him  conspicuously  be- 
fore the  public  and  made  him  well  known  to  a 
wide  territory.     His  practice  from  the  beginning 
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steadily'  increased  and  in  a  few  years  extended 
throughout  the  more  densely  populated  districts 
of  the  western  part  of  Middle  Tennessee. 

Shortly  after  beginning  practice,  as  he  was  now 
starting  out  for  himself,  Dr.  Ilarral  chose  as  a 
companion  and  iielpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss 
Eugenia  Thompson,  a  daughter  of  J.  N.  Thomp- 
son, a  native  of  Nortii  Carolina.  The  parents  of 
our  subject,"Baker  and  Rebecca  (White)  Harral, 
were  also  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  from 
that  state  some  sixtj'  years  ago  emigrated  to  Ten- 
nessee, where  the  father  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits.  Unto  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Harral  have  been 
born  two  children,  a  son  and  daughter,  Carl  Riv- 
ers and  Lonera. 

For  about  ten  years  our  subject  continued  to 
practice  in  Ijis  native  state  and  then  came  to 
Illinois,  locating  in  Elkville  in  1893.  He  has 
for  about  a  year  been  engaged  in  practice  in  this 
place  and  is  already  doing  a  successful  business. 
He  is  a  close  student  of  his  profession,  and  his 
skill  and  ability  have  won  for  him  a  high  reputa- 
tion, not  only  among  his  patrons,  but  also  among 
his  brother  physicians.  He  is  a  wide-awake  and 
enterprising  young  man,  and  this  community  finds 
in  him  a  valued  citizen  who  manifests  a  commend- 
able interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  its  wel- 
fare and  its  advancement.  He  possesses  many 
excellencies  of  cliaracter,  and  he  and  his  estimable 
wife  have  gained  many  friends  in  this  community. 


eHARLES  R.  MILLER.  Randolph  County 
is  the  home  of  a  goodly  number  of  men 
who  have  put  forth  such  industrious  and 
well  directed  efforts  that  the^-  have  been  able  to 
retire  from  the  toils  and  cares  of  life,  and  are  now 
spending  their  time  in  ease  and  enjoyment.  Among 
this  number  is  the  gentleman  above  named,  who 
occupies  an  attractive  home  in  Sparta,  into  which 
he  moved  in  1881.  He  still  owns  his  fine  farm, 
which  consists  of  two  hundred  acres  in  township 
5,  range  5,  on  which  he  has  erected  every  building 
necessary  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  estate,  all 
being  substantial  and  well  arranged. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Andrew  IMiller,  was  a 


native  of  Scotland,  having  been  born  in  Glasgow, 
about  1776.  He  made  his  home  in  his  native  land 
until  179G,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  for 
twelve  years  resided  in  R3-egate,  Vt.  While  living 
in  the  Green  IMountain  State  he  was  the  [jroprie- 
tor  of  a  grist  mill,  which  was  burned  down  on  two 
occasions.  From  Vermont  he  went  to  Galloway 
Count}-,  N.  Y.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
some  time.  In  1827  he  came  to  Randolph  County 
and  made  his  home  on  section  9,  township  5,  range 
.5,  where  he  remained  until  his  decease,  which  oc- 
curred in  July,  1840.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Covenanter  Church,  being  identified  with  the 
Bethel  congregation.  Grandfather  James  Miller 
was  also  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  a  miller  Ijy  trade. 

Mrs.  Margaret  (McLeary)  Miller,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  when 
ready  to  come  to  America  made  the  trip  across  the 
Atlantic  in  company  with  Rev.  William  Gibson. 
She  located  in  Vermont,  where  she  was  married  to 
Andrew  Miller  in  1802.  Of  their  family  of  four- 
teen children,  three  died  in  infancy.  Those  who 
lived  to  mature  years  were,  James,  Jane,  Robert, 
William,  JIargaret,  Andrew,  Mary  Ann,  Eliza, 
Rachael,  John,  and  Charles,  of  this  sketch. 

Charles  R.  Miller  was  born  December  13,  1819, 
in  Galloway  County,  N.  Y.,  which  was  his  home 
until  1827.  when  he  accompanied  his  father  to 
Chester.  The  journey  hither  was  made  by  canal 
from  Amsterdam  to  Buffalo,  where  they  crossed 
the  lake  to  Dunkirk,  and  from  that  place  they 
traveled  eighteen  miles  by  wagon.  Then  they 
built  a  tlatbaat,  b}-  means  of  which  they  reached 
Louisville,  K^-.,  and  there  embarked  on  a  steam- 
boat which  landed  them  at  Chester.  Charles  R.  con- 
tinued to  make  his  home  with  his  parents  until  1846. 
Three  years  previous  to  this  he  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Ad.-ims,  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Pa.  Mrs.  Miller  is  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Sarah  (Hughes)  Adams,  the  former  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  born  in  Wales.  Mrs. 
Adams  was  brought  to  America  when  nine  yeavs 
of  age,  and  departed  this  life  while  residing  in 
Illinois.     Her  husband's  decease  occurred  in  Ohio. 

Upon  the  farm  concerning  which  mention  was 
above  made,  Mr.  Miller  continued  to  make  his 
home   until   1881,  since  which   time   he   li.as  been 
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identified  witli  tlie  interests  of  Sparta.  In  addition 
to  his  valuable  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  he  owns 
town  |)r()|)crty  of  value.  He  is  a  strong  Republi- 
can in  politics.  Witii  his  wife  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Covenanter  Church,  in  which  he  has  been 
Elder  for  the  past  forty-cigiit  years.  B)^  his 
union  with  Miss  Adams,  ten  children  were  horn, 
viz.:  Sarah,  Andrew  Calvin,  Robert,  John,  Charles, 
Delia.  Xeilio.  Willie,  Edward  (deceased),  and  one 
who  died  in   infancy. 


^^lt^@I^^ 


RANK  J.  IIRABIK,  proprietor  of  a  bakery, 
confectionery  and  grocerj'  store,  is  one  of 
tiie  self-made  men  of  the  city.  He  began 
life  empty-handed,  but  has  steadil3'  worked  his  way 
upward,  and  as  a  result  of  his  enterprise  and  per- 
severance lias  ac(iuired  a  comfortable  comitetence. 
He  was  born  in  Dolan,  Bohemia,  July  7,  1853, and 
is  a  son  of  John  and  Annie  (Slankovsky")  Hrabik, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same  country. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  fol- 
lowed that  pursuit  throughout  his  entire  life. 
The  parents  never  left  their  native  land.  In  the 
family  were  live  children,  but  onl}'  two  are  now 
living. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth, 
was  reared  in  his  native  province  and  attended 
the  gymnasium  f)r  Latin  school  for  three  years, 
tluis  ac<iuiring  a  good  education,  which  fitted  him 
for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  In  1871,  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  years,  he  bade  adieu  to  home  and 
friends  and  sailed  for  the  New  AVorld.  He  boarded 
an  ocean  steamer  at  Bremen  and  at  length  arrived 
in  New  York,  whence  he  made  his  waj^  to  St.  Louis. 
He  there  learned  the  trade  of  manufacturing 
confectionery  and  also  learned  the  baker's  trade, 
in  the  Quentm  Bakery  of  that  city.  In  1877  he 
came  to  Murphysboro,  w^here  he  began  working  as 
a  baker  in  the  employ  of  E.  Looslej^  with  whom  he 
continued  until  1881.  During  that  time,  through 
his  industry  and  economy,  he  had  acquired  some 
property  and  he  now  began  business  for  himself  at 
the  corner  of  Broad  and  Mulberry  Streets,  build- 
ing an  oven  and  engaging  in  trade  .-is  a  baker.  He 
afterward  added  a  stock  of  groceries  and  confec- 


tionery and  is  now  doing  a  good  business.  The 
public  soon  found  that  it  would  fair  well  at  his 
hands,  and  his  courteous  treatment  and  straight- 
forward dealing  have  secured  for  him  a  liberal 
trade. 

The  marriage  or  Mr.  Hrabik  was  celebrated  in 
Murphysboro  in  1881,  when  Miss  Henrietta  Schoch 
became  his  wife.  The  lady  was  born  near  Ora- 
ville,  Jackson  County,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Con- 
rad Schoch,  a  native  of  (jcrmany,  wiio  is  numbered 
among  the  early  settlers  of  this  community.  They 
have  become  the  parents  of  four  children,  a  son 
and  three  daughters,  Annie,  John,  Lillie  and  Lena. 

In  politics  Mr.  Hrabik  is  a  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  has  never  been  an  olDce 
seeker,  his  time  and  attention  being  entirely  taken 
up  by  his  business  interests,  in  which  he  is  meet- 
ing with  good  success.  His  i)rosperity  is  certainly 
well  merited,  for  with  nothing  to  depend  uiwn 
except  his  own  exertions  he  has  become  one  of  the 
substantial  citizens  of  the  community.  Socially, 
he  is  connected  with  ■  the  Independent  Order  of 
Forresters. 


jfelLLIAM  II.  FOUNTAIN,  a  retired  merchant 
/  of  Du  Quoin,  was  born  in  North  Carolina 
February  22,  1811.  His  father,  William 
Fountain,  was  born  in  the  same  state  and  through- 
out life  followed  farming.  His  death  occurred  in 
18 16, when  our  subject  was  only  five  years  of  age. 
The  family  has  long  been  established  in  North 
Carolina  and  was  of  English  lineage.  The  mother 
of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Martha 
Key.  .She  w.is  born  in  North  Carolina  and  died 
in  1875,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
William  H.  w!»s  their  only  son,  but  they  had  three 
daughters,  one  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Ma- 
hala  married  and  lived  in  North  Carolina  until 
her  death,  which  occurred  in  1891.  Nanc3'  was 
married  and  removed  to  Missouri,  where  she 
reared  a  large  family.  She  was  called  to  the  home 
beyond  in  1892. 

The   educational  advantages  which    Mr.  Foun- 
tain of  this  sketch  received  were  limited.  In  1835 
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he  removed  to  Tennessee,  and  in  1840  went  to 
Washington  Count3-,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in 
teaching  school  and  carried  on  a  small  farm.  Later 
he  went  to  Franklin  Count}-,  and  in  1852  em- 
barked in  merchandising  in  Benton,  111.,  and  also 
ran  a  hotel  until  1862,  when  he  came  to  Perry 
County,  111.  Three  years  later  he  opened  a  mer- 
cantile store  in  Du  Quoin  and  continued  opera- 
tions along  that  line  until  1876,  when  he  retired 
to  private  life,  having  accumulated  a  handsome 
property  which  enabled  him  to  la_v  aside  business 
cares. 

In  1831  Mr.  Fountain  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Penelope  Pope,  who  died  in  1851.  To  them 
were  born  ten  children,  but  onlj'  two  are  now  liv- 
ing, although  seven  of  the  number  grew  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  Henry,  a  prominent  mer- 
chant of  Du  Quoin,  died  in  1867.  Mary  became 
the  wife  of  Judge  E.  V.  Pierce,  and  both  are  now 
deceased.  Martha  became  the  wife  of  Aaron  Neal 
and  died  in  1869.  Melvina  E.  was  twice  married, 
but  is  now  a  widow  living  in  St.  Louis.  Penelope 
is  tlie  wife  of  Henry  W.  Lever,  of  Du  Quoin.  T.T. 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War  and  held  the  rank 
of  Second  Lieutenant.  He  was  graduated  from 
the  Michigan  University  of  Ann  Arbor  and  be- 
came a  prominent  attorney  representing  his  district 
in  the  Geneial  Assembly.  His  death  occurred 
October  6,  1892.  D.  W.,  the  next  son,  who  was 
a  soldier  in  the  late  war,  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Michigan  State  University  and  became  a  leading 
lawyer.  He  served  as  State's  Attorney  and  was 
for  a  time  engaged  in  the  banking  business  in 
South  Dakota.  His  death  occurred  in  Du  Quoin 
in  October,  1891.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Foun- 
tain married  the  daughter  of  ex-Governor  Daugh- 
erty,  of  Illinois.     She  died  in  1884. 

Mr.  Fountain  h.as  been  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Church  since  1836,  and  has  taken  a  very 
prominent  part  in  its  work.  For  many  years  he 
has  been  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  was  at  one 
time  Master  of  the  blue  lodge  and  a  member  of 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  state.  In  politics  he  has 
been  a  stanch  Republican  since  Ft.  Sumter  was 
fired  upon,  and  has  been  true  and  faithful  to  every 
duty.  He  lias  now  reached  the  age  of  eighty-three 
years.     His  step  is  not  as  light  and  his  hand  is  not 


as  steady  as  it  was  in  the  prime  of  manhood,  but 
his  eye  is  bright  and  his  intellect  is  as  clear  as  it 
was  a  half-century  ago.  He  is  now  living  a  quiet, 
retired  life  in  his  pleasant  home,  surrounded  by 
the  comforts  and  luxuries  which  he  has  been  en- 
abled to  secure  through  the  capital  ac(iuired  by 
his  own  exertions.  He  is  indeed  a  self-made  man 
and  his  honorable,  upright  life  is  well  wortliy  of 
emulation. 


E-!^-5-*-!"!-4-*E 


HOMAS  DEVINE  is  one  of  the  active  and 
wide-awake  business  men  of  the  city  of 
Chester,  in  which  place  he  made  his  advent 
in  1891,  but  has  been  a  resident  of  this  state  for 
tweut}-  3^ears.  His  birth  occurred  in  Birmingham, 
England,  December  12,  1858,  and  his  parents  were 
.James  and  Catherine  Devine.  The  father  was  born 
in  Ireland,  and  in  early  manhood  emigrated  to 
England,  where  he  and  his  wife  are  still  living, 
spending  their  declining  j'ears  in  ease  and  com- 
fort. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  a  family  of  six  children 
born  to  his  parents.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  in  his  native  shire,  gaining  a  good  educa- 
tion, and  when  old  enough  he  commenced  to  work 
in  the  rolling  mills.  He  continued  in  this  business 
until  1873,  when  he  thought  he  could  b?tter  his 
fortunes  by  coming  to  the  United  States.  He  im- 
mediatel}-  came  to  the  Prairie  State,  settling  in 
Grand  Tower,  Jackson  County,  where  he  worked 
for  his  uncle,  John  Devine.  Two  years  later  he 
went  to  Fredericktown,  Mo.,  where  he  stayed  until 
his  removal  to  this  citj',  since  which  time  he  has 
been  engaged  with  his  uncle  in  the  ice  and  saloon 
business.  It  has  grown  to  be  a  lucrative  enterprise, 
and  part  of  the  time  he  has  carried  it  on  alone. 

June  30,  1885,  Miss  Vena  Bruns  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Sophia  Bruns,  who  are  residents  of  Chester, 
and  who  emigrated  from  Germany  in  an  early  day. 
Mrs.  Devine  is  the  second  in  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  her  worthy  parents.  She  was  reared 
in  the  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  her 
husband  is  a  Catholic. 

Politically,  Mr.  Devine  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
never   aspired    to   official    duties,  preferring   the 
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quietude  of  home  life  to  political  honors.  Socially 
he  is  a  nienil)er  of  Hercules  Lodge  No.  228,  K.  of 
P.,  at  Chester. 


=+++**+++; 


<^^F  NTt)N  LAN'iSDOKF  is  a  prominent  mer- 
(@Ol  chant  of  Burksville,  wliere  lie  lias  carried 
on  business  for  a  number  of  years.  He  is 
now  llie  proprietor  of  a  general  store,  well 
stocked  witli  every  tiling  found  in  that  line.  He 
receives  from  tlie  pulilic  a  liberal  patronage,  for  he 
is  iionoralile  and  upright  in  all  his  dealings  and 
courteous  in  liis  treatment  of  his  customers.  The 
record  of  his  life  is  as  follows: 

Mr.  Langsdorf  was  born  in  Germany  .Tune  27, 
1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Martin  and  Elizaljeth  (Cappes) 
Langsdorf,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same 
country.  They  iiad  a  family  of  eight  children, 
three  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Those  still  liv- 
ing are,  John,  Anton,  Elizabeth,  William  and 
Jacob.  The  fatlier  of  this  family  served  for  seven 
years  in  the  German  army.  His  occupation  was 
that  of  farming,  and  this  he  followed  throughout 
life.  Botli  he  and  his  wife  were  faithful  and  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Lutheran  Cburch,and  were 
highly  educated  people,  who  had  the  respect  of  all 
who  knew  liiein.  They  never  left  their  native  land. 
Mr.  Langsdorf  died  at  the  age  of  sixt^'-three  years 
and  his  wife  at  the  age  of  sixty. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  quietly,  attending  the  public  schools  and 
thus  acquirimg  a  good  education.  When  a  j'oung 
man  he  determined  to  seek  a  home  and  fortune  in 
the  New  World,  for  he  believed  that  better  oppor- 
tunities and  advantages  were  afforded  here  than  in 
the  older  countries  of  Europe.  In  1855  he  bade 
adieu  to  friends  and  couutry  and  crossed  the  At- 
lan'ic.  His  first  location  was  made  in  Waterloo,  111., 
where  he  remained  for  four  years.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  he  came  to  Burksville,  where 
he  began  working  at  the  tailor's  trade,  which  he 
followed  for  seven  years.  He  labored  industrious- 
ly and  earnestly  and  .acquired  some  capital,  which 
he  invested  in  a  stock  of  general  merchandise, 
and  opened  a  store. 

Mr.  Langsdorf  was  married  in  1857  to  Miss 
Charlotta  Garber,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  came 


to  the  United  States  alone  in  1853,  locating  in 
Waterloo.  She  is  a  lady  possessed  of  many  excel- 
lencies of  character  and  has  made  many  warm 
friends  in  this  communit}'.  By  their  union  were 
born  eight  children,  but  only  four  are  now  liv- 
ing: Anton,  William.  Gustavus  and  Lewis.  The 
sons  have  been  provided  witli  excellent  educa- 
tional privileges  and  are  now  young  men  of  ster- 
ling worth,  who  are  holding  responsible  business 
positions  in  St.  Louis. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Langsdorf  are  leading  mem- 
bers of  and  active  workers  in  the  Lutheran  Church, 
in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  Elder.  They  take  a 
warm  interest  in  all  church  and  benevolent  work, 
and  the  cause  of  education  receives  their  hearty 
support.  In  his  political  views,  Mr  Langsdorf  is 
a  Republican,  and  he  has  held  the  office  of  School 
Director.  When  he  reached  this  country  he  not 
only  had  no  capital,  but  was  S12  in  debt,  and 
therefore 'had  to  work  his  way  upward  from  the 
very  lowest  round  of  the  ladder.  He  has  met  with 
difficulties  and  obstacles,  but  he  has  overcome 
these  by  determined  effort  and  has  achieved  a  suc- 
cess of  which  he  ma.y  justlj-  be  proud,  having  be- 
come one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  this  com- 
munit3'.  It  was  a  fortunate  day  for  him  when  he 
determined  to  come  to  America,  and  he  need  never 
regret  that  he  carried  out  this  resolution. 


"ill  OHN  W.  FIRTH  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive and  enterprising  farmers  of  Randolph 
County.  He  owns  a  farm  of  two  hundred 
and  ten  acres  of  valuable  land,  of  wliich 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  are  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  yield  to  the  owner  a 
golden  tribute  in  return  for  the  care  and  labor 
he  bestows  upon  it.  The  place  is  well  improved 
with  all  the  accessories  and  conveniences  of  a 
model  farm  and  is  stocked  with  fine  grades  of 
horses  and  cattle. 

The  owner  of  this  desirable  pl.ace  was  horn  in 
Yorkshire,  England,  in  1842,  and  on  both  the  pa- 
ternal and  maternal  sides  is  of  English  descent. 
His  grandparents  spent  their  lives  in  that  country. 
His  parents  were  Thomas  and  Charlotte  (Naylor) 
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Firth,  natives  of  Yorkshire.  The  father  was  born  in 
1800,  and  in  1820  was  married.  He  and  his  wife  had 
a  family  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom  seven  died 
in  infancy.  The  others  are,  Seth,  who  died  in 
1853;  Benjamin,  superintendent  of  the  worsted  de- 
partment of  E.  S.  riiggins  &  Co.,  of  New  York; 
Obed,  a  retired  policeman  of  New  York  City;  Will- 
iam, who  died  in  England;  Riley,  superintendent 
of  the  carding  and  spinning  department  of  the 
manufactbr}'  of  E.  S.  Iliggins  &  Co.,  of  New  York; 
Thomas  N.,  who  was  killed  in  England,  and  .John 
W.  The  first  named  son,  Seth,  was  emplo3'ed  b3' 
E.  S.  Higgins  it  Co.,  in  1848,  as  foreman  of  the 
carding  and  spinning  department  in  their  factory, 
and  at  his  death,  in  18.^3.  his  brother  Benjamin 
took  that  position. 

The  mother  of  this  family-  was  a  member  of  the 
Weslej'an  Methodist  Church,  and  died  in  England 
in  1846.  In  1847  the  father  came  to  America,  and 
lived  in  New  York  City  until  1861,  when  he  emi- 
grated to  Randolph  County.  Upon  the  farm  on 
which  our  subject  now  makes  his  home  he  resided 
until  his  death,  June  .5,  1881.  In  his  native  land 
he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  woolen  goods, 
and  during  his  residence  in  New  York  was  with 
the  firm  of  E.  S.  Higgins  &  Co.,  carpet  manufact- 
urers, remaining  in  their  emploj*  from  1846  until 
1861.  The  latter  years  of  his  life  were  spent 
in  farming,  and  he  became  the  possessor  of  a  com- 
fortable competence.  He  was  a  Royal  Arch  Ma- 
son and  aided  in  organizing  a  number  of  Masonic 
lodges  in  New  York.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
Whig,  and  afterward  a  Republican.  He  was  much 
inteiested  in  church  work  and  was  a  local  minis- 
ter of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  about 
twenty' years.  During  his  residence  in  the  east,  he 
married  Bettie  Wilde,  who  died  in  1874. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  only  seven  summers 
when  he  came  to  this  country.  He  remained  with 
his  father  until  the  death  of  the  latter.  AVhile  in 
New  York  he  was  also  employed  in  the  carpet 
factoiy  of  Higgins  &  Co.,  in  the  carding  and  spin- 
ning department.  In  1861  he  came  with  his  father 
to  Illinois,  and  together  they  carried  on  farming 
for  a  number  of  years. 

In  Randolph  County,  December  25,  1868,  Mr. 
Firth  married  Elizabeth  Nelson,  who  was  born  in 


this  locality,  and  who  is  a  daughter  of  John  D.  and 
Janet  (Nelson)  Nelson,  who  were  natives  of  Scot- 
land. Eight  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union:  Charlotte  J.,  wife  of  George  H.  Davis,  of 
Indianapolis,  who  is  connected  with  the  Big  Four 
Railway  Company;  William  R.,  an  engineer  of 
Perry  Count3',  111.;  Thomas  D.,  at  home;  Jennie, 
now  a  student  in  Sparta;  Dianthy  jM.,  Luella,  Chris- 
tina and  Obed,  all  at  home. 

Mr.  Firth  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
port of  the  Republican  partj'.  For  five  years  he 
served  as  Road  Commissioner  and  was  also  Treas- 
urer and  Collector  of  his  township.  We  see  in  our 
subject  a  self-made  man,  who  at  the  early  age  of 
fourteen  started  out  in  life  for  himself  and  has 
since  made  his  own  way  in  the  world.  By  de- 
termined effort  he  has  overcome  the  obstacles  and 
difficulties  in  his  path  and  has  steiidily  worked  his 
way  upward  to  a  position  of  affluence.  His  well 
spent  life  is  worthy  of  emulation. 


-f^ 
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JOSEPH  STEINLE,  proprietor  of  the  Mur- 
physboro  Steam  Bottling  Works,  and  man- 
^^  ufacturer  of  soda  and  carbonated  waters, 
i^g/'  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  No- 
vember 20,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Thaddeus  and 
Elizabeth  (Preig)  Steinle,  who  were  farmers  of 
that  country.  In  the  family  were  seven  children. 
Joseph  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth  and  the  onl}' 
one  in  America.  He  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  was  then  ap- 
prenticed to  a  brewer,  working  along  that  line  of 
business  until  1883,  when  he  bade  adieu  to  home 
and  friends,  having  determined  to  tr}'  his  fortune 
in  America.  He  sailed  from  Antwerp,  and  after 
eleven  days  spent  upon  the  briny  deep  reached 
New  York  City.  Going  to  St.  Louis,  he  was  em- 
ployed in  the  Stevens'  Brewery,  where  he  contin- 
ued seven  and  a-half  years.  During  the  last  three 
j'ears  of  that  time  he  served  as  second  foreman. 

In  Jul}-,  1890,  Mr.  Steinle  came  to  Murph3'sboro 
and  accepted  the  position  of  Superintendent  of 
the  Murphysboro  Brewing  Company.  Through 
his  instrumentality  the  business  was  placed  on  a 
paying  basis.     On   the  6th  of  February,  1892,  he 
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purchased  of  Ed  Ha3'es  the  Muipliysboro  Steam 
Bottling  Works,  of  which  he  has  since  been  pro- 
prietor. He  lias  greatly  improved  and  enlarged 
the  facilities,  put  in  steam  and  made  a  fine  well, 
and  there  are  all  the  conveniences  and  accessories 
required  in  the  business.  During  the  summer  he 
keeps  an  agent  upon  the  road,  and  ships  his  goods 
from  seventy-five  to  one  hundred  miles  from  this 
place.  lie  manufactures  California  orange  cider, 
English  Club  soda,  grape  soda,  cream  soda,  lemon 
sour,  pale  lager  beer,  birch  beer,  champagne  cider 
and  Scotland  Bay  ginger  ale.  He  also  carries  in 
stock  the  Seltzer  Spring  waters  and  Silurian  water, 
and  deals  in  whiskey  bottles  and  all  kinds  of  glass- 
ware. 

Mr.  Steinle  was  married  in  Germany  in  1879, 
the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Louisa  Kull,  a 
native  of  the  Fatherland.  They  have  one  child, 
Frank.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' society,  of  the  Treibund  and  of  the  Turners' 
society.  He  is  also  connected  with  the  St.  Louis 
Brewing  Company.  During  his  residence  in  Amer- 
ica he  has  met  with  good  success  in  his  business, 
thus  proving  that  his  decision  of  seeking  a  home 
in  the  New  World  was  a  wise  one.  He  has  already 
made  many  friends  in  this  community  and  has  a 
wide  acquaintance. 


E+-S^++.M-t£ 


If  _  ON.  JOSEPH  B.  GILL,  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of  I  llinois,  and  President  of  the  State 
y^  Senate,  has  won  his  position  of  prominence 
'^)  through  merit  and  ability.  He  was  born 
on  a  farm  near  Marion,  Williamson  Coutit3'.  111., 
F"ebruary  17,  1862.  and  is  a  son  of  the  late  John 
JI.  (iill,  Jr.,  ex-Mayor  of  Murphyshoro,  111.  A  na- 
tive of  Jackson  County,  this  state,  he  was  born 
November  28.  18.33,  and  was  the  fifth  of  eight 
children,  whose  parents,  John  and  Nancy  Gill, 
were  old  residents  of  the  county.  The  grand- 
father was  born  in  Virginia,  whence  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Illinois  in  1813,  and  located 
near  De  Soto.  His  death  occurred  in  December, 
1885.  He  was  of  English  and  Irish  descent,  while 
his  wife  was  of  (lerman  extraction. 

During  his  bo^-hood  years  John  M.  (iill,  Jr.,  as- 
sisted his  father  m  the    work    on  the  home  farm. 
S 


On  the  6th  of  January,  1859,  he  married  Miss 
Nancy  J.,  daughter  of  Washington  Wright,  of 
Williamson  County.  They  had  two  children,  but 
one  is  now  deceased.  In  1855  Mr.  (iill  began 
merchandising  in  De  Soto,  and  in  1859  removed 
to  Williamson  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  dealing  in  tobacco  and  other  produce. 
In  1863  he  returned  to  De  Soto,  where  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1868,  and  in  that  year  came 
to  Murphyshoro.  Here  he  resumed  mercantile  pur- 
suits, but  his  store  was  destroyed  by  lire  in  1870, 
and  he  then  turned  his  attention  to  milling. 

In  politics  John  M.  Gill,  Jr.,  was  a  stalwart 
Democrat.  lu  1876  he  was  elected  Mayor  of 
Murphyshoro,  and  filled  the  office  for  two  terms, 
discharging  its  duties  with  raie  judgment.  He 
was  also  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  public  schools 
of  the  city  for  man}-  years,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternit>-  for  about  twenty  years. 
He  founded  the  town  of  Gillsburg,  on  the  narrow 
gauge  railroad  (now  Oraville,  on  the  Mobile  ct 
Ohio  Railroad)  altout  eight  miles  northwest  of 
Murphysboro.  As  a  business  man  he  was  ener- 
getic, and  combined  man}-  of  those  qualities — hon- 
esty, integrity  and  suavity — which  are  the  sure 
precursors  of  success  in  life.  His  death  occurred 
February  27,  1886, 

In  1863  Joseph  B.  Gill  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  De  Soto,  and  in  1868  to  Muipliysboro,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  lifime.  He  was  educated  in 
the  public  schools  and  in  the  Christian  Brothers' 
College,  ill  St.  Louis,  and  the  Southern  Illinois 
Nf)rmal  School,  at  Carhondale,  graduating  from 
the  latter  in  .lune,  1881.  He  then  comi)leted  a 
law  term  of  two  years  at  Ann  Arbor, graduating  in 
July,  1886,  and  was  admitted  to  the  iNIichigan  Bar, 
passing  an  examination  before  the  Circuit  and  Su- 
preme Courts  of  that  state.  He  has,  however, 
never  practiced  his  profession,  for  immediately 
on  his  return  home  he  embarked  in  the  newsjjaper 
business,  buying  an  interest  in  the  Murphysboro 
In'lfpencleni,  which  he  conducted  and  edited  until 
January  1,  1893. 

Novemlier  28,  1893,  Mr.  Gill  married  Miss  Pearl 
Hall,  the  daughter  of  James  W.  and  Augusta  Hall, 
formerly  residents  of  southern  Illinois,  and  later 
of  San  Bernardino,  Cal.,  where  Mrs.  Gill  was  liv- 
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ini;  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  Slie  is  a  lady  of 
refinement  and  culture,  and  has  evinced  decided 
talent  in  botli  music  and  painting. 

Like  his  father,  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch  be- 
came a  standi  advocate  of  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  i)arty.  In  1888  he  was  elected  to  the 
Lower  House,  and  was  re-elected  in  1890.  In 
both  general  assemblies  he  was  a  strong  anti-cor- 
poration man,  and  espoused  the  cause  of  the  labor- 
ing people  in  every  measure  of  interest  to  them. 
He  championed  tlie  passage  of  the  Gross- AVeight 
Bill,  the  Weekly  Pay  Bill  and  the  Anti-Truck 
Store  Bill,  and  did  all  he  could  to  advance  the 
Arbitration  Bill  to  a  successful  issue.  His  efforts 
to  benefit  a  class  of  people  who  iiad  few  friends  in 
the  Legislature  were  appreciated,  and  soon  after 
that  body  adjourned  in  1891  there  was  a  demand 
for  his  name  to  be  placed  on  the  state  ticket. 

On  the  first  ballot  in  April,  1892,  Mr.  Gill  was 
nominated  for  the  office  of  Lieutenant-Governor 
by  the  Democratic  State  Convention.  An  unusual 
interest  was  taken  in  his  election  on  account  of 
the  close  relations  between  the  candidate  and  the 
class  whose  cause  he  espoused  in  the  Legislature. 
He  was  triumphantly  elected,  receiving  the  highest 
number  of  votes  of  any  man  on  the  ticket  except 
the  candidate  for  State  Treasurer.  This  fact  in- 
dicated his  popularity  among  the  working  people, 
and  also  those  in  other  walks  of  life. 

After  the  inauguration  of  Governor  Altgeld, 
owing  to  sickness,  he  did  not  perform  any  of  the 
official  duties,  but  started  immediately  for  the 
south.  That  being  the  case,  Mr.  Gill  became  act- 
ing Governor,  and  was  the  first  representative  of 
tlie  Democratic  party  to  fill  the  executive  chair 
for  over  thirty-five  years.  Being  mindful  of  the 
interests  of  the  people,  and  believing  that  vast 
sums  of  money  belonging  to  the  state  had  hereto- 
fore been  sequestered,  he  therefore,  by  the  author- 
ity vested  in  him  as  Governor,  directed  the  Attor- 
ney-General to  institute  suits  against  ex-state 
officials  extending  over  a  long  period  of  years. 
AVliile  his  action  met  with  the  unqualified  apjiroval 
of  the  tax-payers  and  common  people  of  the  state, 
it  created  consternation  in  the  ranks  of  those 
politicians  whose  financial  interests  were  directly 
or   indirectly   affected.     His    course    was    highlj' 


commended  by  the  press  of  the  state  and  by  those 
who  favored  good  government  and  the  econom- 
ical administration  of  affairs.  While  thus  engaged, 
Governor  Gill  was  also  executing  the  law  and 
putting  into  effect  the  principles  of  the  platform 
on  which  he  was  elected. 

In  February,  1894,  owing  to  the  absence  of  the 
Governor  from  the  state,  the  Lieutenant-(jover- 
nor  again  assumed  the  gubernatorial  chair,  and  as 
upon  the  previous  occasion,  discharged  the  duti* 
of  the  office  with  skill  and  ability  and  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  people.  Many  compli- 
ments have  been  extended  him  b\-  the  press  of 
Illinois  and  other  states,  also  by  representative 
men  of  this  state  during  his  incumbency  of  tiie 
office.  He  is  the  youngest  Lieutenant-Governor 
ever  elected  in  this  state,  yet  his  qualifications 
have  made  him  an  equal  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  with  those  whose  years  greatly  outnum- 
bered his.  He  is  an  impartial  presiding  officer, 
and  has  alread}'  won  the  respect  of  the  Senate. 
Though  scarcely  jet  in  the  prime  of  life,  he  is 
recognized  as  an  important  factor  in  politics,  and 
in  the  future,  should  he  continue  to  devote  his 
energies  to  this  work,  his  career  will  undoubtedly 
be  a  brilliant  one. 


— ^4.4.^.^.  ^im  ♦•{"{••{•'^ 


Bernard  DANIEL  has  the  largest  bakery  in 
^  Murphysboro,  and  is  also  engaged  in  gen- 
\Bjj)  I  eral  merchandising.  He  is  enterprising  and 
industrious,  and  these  qualifications,  which 
are  essential  to  success,  have  brought  hira  a  well 
deserved  prosperity.  Numbered  among  the  native 
sons  of  Illinois,  he  was  born  in  Belleville,  Julj'  31, 
1859.  His  father.  Sebastian  Daniel,  was  a  native 
of  Baden,  Germany,  and  in  his  youth  learned 
the  baker's  trade.  When  a  young  man  of  seven- 
teen, he  came  to  the  United  States  and  followed 
that  business  in  Belleville,  111.  During  his  resi- 
dence there  lie  married  Clara  F'urstenberg,  who  was 
born  in  Freedom.  111. 

Later,  Mr.  Daniel  established  a  bakery  in  Red 
Bud,  where  he  continued  business  until  enlisting 
in  an  Illinois  regiment  for  service  in  the  late  war 
He  faithfully  aided   in  the   defense  of  the  Union 
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until  its  preservation  was  an  assured  fact,  and  then 
returned  to  his  business  in  Red  Bud,  where  he 
continued  until  coming  to  Mur|)h3sl)oro  in  1869. 
At  llie  ct>rnt'r  of  I'niou  and  Chesnut  Streets  he  es- 
tablished a  bakci y,  and  in  connection  with  his 
work  in  that  line  also  engaged  in  the  manufact- 
ure and  sale  of  confectionery  until  his  death,  in 
1H72.  His  wi<low  still  survives  hini.and  j'et  makes 
her  home  in  Mur|)liy.->l)oro.  The  children  of  the 
Daniel  family  are,  William,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
bakery  and  confectionery  business;  Bernard,  of 
this  sketch;  Christine,  wife  of  John  Stoeltzle;  and 
Lizzie,  wife  of  Al  Ozburn. 

Bernard  Daniel  has  lived  in  Murphj-sboro  since 
the  age  of  ten  years,  and  is  tlierefore  well  known  ! 
to  its  citizens,  among  whom  lie  is  held  in  liigh  re- 
gard. He  was  educated  in  its  public  and  private 
schools,  and  with  his  father  learned  the  baker's 
trade.  On  the  death  of  the  latter,  he  aided  his 
mother  in  carrjing  on  the  business,  and  subse- 
quently worked  as  a  baker  until  February,  1882, 
when  he  began  business  tor  himself  in  company 
with  the  Borger  brothers,  under  tlie  firm  najne  of 
Borger  &  Daniel.  He  bought  out  his  partners' 
interests  in  1884,  and  has  since  conducted  the 
business  alone.  The  store  is  located  at  the  corner 
of  Walnut  and  I'uion  Streets,  where  he  carries  a 
large  stock  of  dr}*  goods,  boots  and  shoes,  gro- 
ceries, queensware,  provisions,  etc.  He  also  has 
the  largest  bakery  in  Murphy.->boro,  and  represents 
the  Dozicr  Bakery  of  St.  Louis,  handling  large 
quantities  of  the  goods  of  that  firm.  The  oven, 
located  in  the  rear  of  the  store,  is  10x12  feet, 
and  has  a  capacity  of  one  thousand  loaves  of  bread 
per  day. 

Jlr.  Daniel  is  a  member  of  .St.  Andrew's  Catho- 
lic Cliurcli,and  is  Financial  Secretary  of  the  Cath- 
olic Knights  of  Illinois.  He  also  belongs  to  Jack- 
son Camp  No.  11.3,  S.  ^'.,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Camp  Council.  He  e.Kcrcises  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  neither 
sought  nor  desired  public  oHice,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  entire  time  and  attentiim  to  his  business 
interests,  in  which  lie  has  met  with  signal  success. 

In  18'.M  Mr.  Daniel  built  a  pleasant  residence 
on  L'nion  Street.  His  wife  was  formerly  Miss 
Lena  Berger.     She  waa  born  in  Alabama,  but  her 


maidenhood  days  were  passed  in  Murphysboro, 
and  she  is  a  daughter  of  Battel  Berger,  of  this 
place.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Daniel  was 
celebrated  January  22,  1883,  and  has  been  blessed 
with  three  children,  Gertie,  William  and  Clara. 


H«.>t^>p  ^   y>. 


NDREW  B.  CHEW,  who  follows  farming 
on  section  21,  Ora  Township,  Jackson 
Count}',  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  111., 
April  20,  1830.  His  father,  James  Chew, 
was  a  native  of  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  there  resided 
until  he  had  attained  to  man's  estate,  when  he 
removed  to  St.  Clair  County,  III.  Soon  afterwards 
he  married  Nancy  Jlillion,  daughter  of  Bennett 
and  Nancy  IMillion,  who  came  from  Kentucky  to 
to  this  state  in  an  early  day.  Mr.  Chew  was  a 
tailor  by  trade,  but  followed  school  teaching 
through  the  greater  part  of  his  life.  He  removed 
to  St.  Louis  and  thence  went  to  Jefferson  County, 
111.  Later  he  resided  for  a  time  in  Ohio,  after 
which  he  returned  to  St.  Clair  County,  and  finally 
located  in  Washington  County,  111.  While  on  his 
way  to  Ohio,  where  he  intended  visiting,  he  was 
taken  sick,  at  Logansport,  Ind.,  and  died.  He  was 
then  (inly  thirty-live  years  of  age.  He  held  mem- 
bership with  the  .Al.asonic  fraternity,  and  belonged 
to  the  Baptist  Church,  fre.iucntly  occupying  the 
pulpit.  His  wife  long  survived  him  and  passed 
away  in  Bradley  Townsliip,  .lackson  County,  in 
1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine.  In  their  family 
were  three  children,  Andrew  B;  Mary  A.,  wife  of 
David  McCoy,  and  Nancy  J.,  widow  of  John 
Smith,  who  died  in   1893.  , 

Mv.  Chew  of  this  sketch  aided  in  the  labors  of 
the  home  farm  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  Belleville,  111.,  :ind  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  with  his  uncle,  John  Million.  He  has 
since  carried  on  business  along  that  line.  He 
was  married  in  Carboiidale,  March  23,  1864,  to 
Mahala  J.  Deason.  Her  father.  Shepherd  Deason, 
emigrated  from  South  Carolina  to  Illinois,  and  in 
this  sUte  married  Elizabeth  Troop.  He  followed 
fanning  near  Carbondale,  and  was  a  well  known 
citizen  of  that  locality.  The  members  of  his  fam- 
ily were,  McCager,  who  died  in  Missouri;  Edwin, 
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who  died  in  Texas;  Delilah,  wife  of  Jesse  Temple; 
Amos,  who  is  living  in  .Stoddaid  County,  Mo.,  and 
Shepherd  Allen,  who  died  in  childhood. 

For  three  years  after  their  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chew  made  tlieir  home  in  Murphj^sboro, 
and  removed  to  their  present  residence  on  the 
5th  of  May,  1869.  The  following  children  were 
born  to  them:  William,  who  was  born  April  22, 
1866,  died  October  1,  1887;  .Jesse,  born  October 
13,  1867,  died  in  infancy;  Frank,  born  Septem- 
ber 5,  1869,  is  now  engaged  in  merchandising; 
Julia,  born  July  25,  1872,  died  in  infancy;  Pha>be, 
twin  sister  of  Julia,  was  married  May  5,  1892,  to 
B.  McBride,  and  with  their  daughter,  Martha  .1., 
they  reside  on  a  farm  south  of  Ava;  Delia  was 
born  February  23,  1874;  Oliver  was  born  July  15, 
1877;  Elizal)etli  and  Nanc3%  twins,  were  born  July 
24,  1880. 

Mr.  Chew  was  found  among  tlie  defenders  of 
the  country  during  the  late  war.  He  enlisted 
August  26,  1861,  as  a  member  of  Company  H, 
Twenty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Capt. 
Mike  H.  Brooks  and  Col.  N.  B.  Buford.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  battles  of  Belmont,  Island  No.  10, 
Corinth,  Farmington,  Luverne,  Stone  River,  Cliick- 
amauga.  Missionary  Ridge  and  Knoxville.  At 
Blaine's  Cross  Roads  he  re-enlisted  as  a  veteran  of 
Company  G,  Ninth  Illinois  Mounted  Infantry,  un- 
der Captain  Martin  and  Colonel  Hughes,  and 
served  under  General  Sherman  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  participating  in  the  battles  of  Franklin 
and  Nashville.  After  the  fall  of  Richmond,  in  the 
spring  of  1805,  he  went  to  Washington,D.  C,  and 
after  participating  in  the  Grand  Review,  was  mus- 
tered out  at  Louisville,  Ky.  He  was  never 
wounded,  but  for  six  weeks  was  confined  to  the 
hospital  with  rheumatism.  He  also  contracted 
granulation  of  the  eyelids,  and  he  still  frequently 
suffers  from  that  disease. 

Since  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Chew  has  con- 
tinuously engaged  in  carpentering  near  his  home. 
He  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  FreeWiU  Baptist 
Church,  m  which  he  serves  as  Trustee  and  Deacon, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  post  of  Ava. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  served  as 
Township  Assessor  for  two  terms,  and  for  one  term 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace.     His  official  duties  and 


those  of  private  life  are  discharged  with  the  same 
fidelity  that  characterized  his  career  when  he  went 
to  the  defense  of  his  country  and  followed  the 
Stars  and  Stripes  to  victory. 


'I ^    O.  MURPHY,  proprietor  of  an    extensive 

clothing  house,  and  the  head  of  the  mer- 
cantile firm  of  H.  O.  Murphy  &  Co.,  is  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  Pinckney  ville,  for  he  is  connected  with  various 
enterprises  in  this  place.  He  was  born  here  De- 
cember 6,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  William 
K.  Murphy.  The  family  is  of  Irish  origin.  The 
great-grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the 
North  of  Ireland,  came  to  America  prior  to  the 
Revolution,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  great  conflict 
which  ended  British  rule  over  the  American  Col- 
onies. When  their  independence  was  achieved, 
he  settled  in  Tennessee,  and  in  1818  came  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  in  Perry  County-,  near  what  is 
knoT$n  as  Lost  Prairie.  He  was  a  stonemason  by 
trade,  but  his  last  days  were  spent  on  a  farm, 
where  his  death  occurred. 

Richard  G.  Murphy,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Tennessee,  January  4,  1801,  and 
was  the  youngest  of  five  brothers.  He  became  a 
conspicuous  figure  in  the  history  of  southern  Illi- 
nois. He  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  in 
1832  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  where 
he  remained  for  ten  consecutive  years.  In  1847 
he  was  appointed  by  President  Polk  as  agent 
for  the  Sioux  Indians,  then  on  their  reservation 
in  Minnesota,  whither  he  went,  there  spending 
three  years.  He  then  returned  to  Illinois,  and  in 
1850  was  again  elected  to  the  Legislature,  and  was 
Chairman  of  the  committee  which  incorporated 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad.  In  1854  he  again 
went  to  Minnesota,  where  he  lived  until  his  death, 
in  1874.  He  was  there  extensively  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising,  and  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  first  State  Senate  of  Minnesota.  The 
name  of  Richard  G.  Murphy  was  familiar  through- 
out Illinois  and  Minnesota,  where  he  was  numbered 
among  the  most  prominent  citizens.  His  brother, 
William  C,  who  was  also  well  known  in  southern 
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Illinois,  was  for  many   y^ai's   doorkeeper   in    the 

State  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  when 
the  State  Capitol  was  located  in  Vandalia.  Upon 
the  organization  of  Perry,  iu  1827,  lie  was  ap- 
pointed Sheriff,  and  he  also  held  (illier  county 
offices.  Murphyshoro,  the  county  seat  of  Jackson 
County,  was  named  in  his  honor. 

Hon.  William  K.  Murphj',  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Perry  County  in  ISST).  lie  acquired 
such  education  as  could  be  obtained  in  the  cora- 
mon  schools  half  a  century-  ago,  and  then  took  up 
the  study  of  law,  having  determined  to  make  its 
practice  his  life  work.  In  18;j9  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar,  and  opened  an  ollice  in  Pinckneyville. 
When  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  he  raised  a  corn- 
pan}',  and  was  elected  its  Captain.  It  became 
Company  II  of  the  One  Hundred  and  Tenth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  Mr.  Murphy  continued  in  com- 
mand until  April,  1863,  when  he  resigned  and  re- 
turned home.  In  1866  he  formed  a  law  partnership 
with  tlie  Hon.  John  Boyd,  which  connection  was 
continued  until  1882.  This  was  considered  tiie 
most  able  law  firm  in  southern  Illinois,  and  for 
many  years  there  was  not  an  important  case  tried 
in  this  part  of  the  state  with  which  they  were  not 
connected  on  one  side  or  the  other. 

In  local  (lolitics,  Mr.  Murphy  has  been  an  import- 
ant factor.  He  was  Master  in  Chancery,  and  iu  1864 
and  1866  was  elected  to  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives. In  1872  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate, 
and  in  1880  and  1881  was  again  in  the  Lower 
House.  In  1882  lie  was  the  Democratic  candidate 
for  Congress  from  the  Twentieth  Congressional 
District,  but  was  defeated  by  two  hundred  and 
eighty  votes  in  the  district  that  two  years  previ- 
ously had  given  a  Republican  majority  of  two 
tliousand.  This  was  one  of  the  failures  wliich  may 
be  regarded  as  a  victory.  In  1893  he  was  appointed 
by  President  (^leveland  Collector  of  the  Port  of 
Cairo,  a  position  he  is  now  filling.  In  addition 
to  his  professional  and  political  life,  he  has  been 
an  active  man  in  business,  and  is  at  the  head  of  the 
banking  house  of  Murpli}-,  Wall  Sz  Co.,  of  Pinck- 
neyville. He  is  President  of  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Murphysboro,  and  is  at  the  head  of  the 
large  mercantile  house  of  Murphy,  Crawford  &  Co., 
besides  being  interested  in  various  otiier  extensive 


business  concerns.  He  owns  large  tracts  of  land, 
and  is  accounted  one  of  the  wcallliicst  men  of 
southern  Illinois. 

Mrs.  ."Murphy,  the  nu)lher  of  our  subject,  bore 
the  in.'ucien  name  of  Pcniiia  Ozbuin,  daughter  of 
the  Hon.  Hawkins  S.  Ozburn,  a  native  of  Tennes- 
see, who  served  as  Capl;un  in  the  iMexican  War, 
and  who  was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Illinois 
State  Senate.  In  the  Murphy  family  were  but 
two  children,  II.  O.,  and  Sadie  ^'.,  wife  of  Joseph 
Crawford,  of  the  linn  of  .Murphy,  Crawford  &  Co. 

Our  subject  acquired  an  excellent  education, 
and  was  a  student  in  Washington  I'liiversity,  of 
St.  Louis.  He  entered  upon  his  business  career 
in  1881,  when  he  formed  a  partnership  with  C.  H. 
Greser,  as  dealers  in  general  merchandise.  This 
connection  continued  for  seven  3'ears,  when  Mr. 
Murphy  withdrew  from  the  lirm  and  established 
his  present  extensive  clothing  liou.se.  He  has 
other  business  interests,  which  yield  to  him  a  good 
income. 

In  Jul}',  1889,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  H. 
O.  Murphy  and  Miss  Minnie  B.  Lawson,  of  Dead- 
wood,  S.  Dak.,  a  most  estimable  lady,  who  has 
won  many  friends  in  this  locality-.  He  is  a  Chap- 
ter Mason,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  Knights  of 
I'vthias  lodge  in  Pinckneyville.  He  served  as  its 
first  Chancellor  Commander,  and  is  now  represen- 
tative to  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  is  also  a  worthy 
representative  of  the  honored  Murphy  family,  and 
we  have  no  doubt  that  the  name  will  grow  even 
brighter  as  he  adrances  in  his  career. 


.    T.  MACLIX,  IM.  D.,  one  of  the    leading 
;'    pli3sicians  of  Du  Quoin,  who  is   now   en- 


W 


\j^  joying  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  was 
born  in  Williamson  County,  Tenn.,  August  9, 
1844.  His  father,  W.  T.  Madin,  Sr.,  was  born  in 
Virginia  October  12,  1804,  and  was  a  son  of  Willis 
Maclin,  a  native  of  Kings  County,  Ireland,  who 
came  to  this  country  during  the  Revolution. 
Hiding  on  a  British  ship,  lie  crossed  the  Atlantic 
and  joined  the  Continental  army,  in  which  he 
served  until  after  the  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at 
Yorktown.     He  was  within  a  hundred  feet  of  that 
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general  when  he  gave  up  his  sword.  Imniediatelj' 
after  the  war  lie  loeuted  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
from  that  place  entered  the  army  for  the  AVar  of 
1812.  lie  became  an  extensive  planter,  but  was 
alwa3S  opposed  to  slavery.  He  was  a  man  of  liberal 
education  and  was  a  great  reader.  In  the  militia  he 
served  as  Captain,  Major  and  Colonel.  His  death 
occuried  in  Tennessee  in  1851,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-five.  His  nephew,  William  Maclin.was  the 
first  Secretary'  of  State  in  Tennessee. 

The  Doctor's  father  was  also  a  well  educated 
man,  was  a  prosperous  farmer  and  a  prominent 
politician.  He  died  in  Tennessee  in  1886.  He 
had  several  brothers,  and  one  of  the  number,  Isaac 
E.,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  in  the  Sev- 
enth Tennessee  Cavalry.  During  the  struggle  he 
was  made  a  prisoner  by  Forrest.  When  the  war 
was  over  he  came  to  Illinois,  and  was  killed  bv  a 
train  at  the  depot  in  Du  (^uoin. 

Mrs.  Maclin,  mother  of  the  Doctor,  was  in  her 
maidenhood  Anna  M.Brooks,  and  was  a  native  of 
Philadelphia.  Her  great-grandfather,  Lord  Brooks, 
had  two  sons,  George  and  Samuel.  The  former 
came  to  America  when  a  boy,  but  the  latter  re- 
mained in  his  native  land  until  he  had  attained 
Ills  majority,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  visit 
his  brother,  who  was  a  sea  captain.  While  return- 
ing to  his  native  land  he  was  drowned.  Capt. 
George  Brooks  was  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Mac- 
lin. AVhile  on  a  voyage  he  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Spaniards,  held  captive  for  a  period  of  seven 
years,  and  was  finall3'  condemned  to  death,  but 
on  making  it  known  to  some  of  the  high  officials 
that  he  was  a  Mason,  he  was  promptly  reprieved. 
Later  he  was  liberated  and  his  ship  and  cargo 
restored  to  him.  He  made  a  fortune  on  the  high 
seas  and  died  in  Philadelphia  at  an  advanced  age. 
The  original  of  the  famous  painting  "Four  Sea- 
sons" was  presented  to  him  by  a  nobleman  and  is 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  Green  family.  His 
son  George,  father  of  Mrs.  Maclin,  was  a  promi- 
nent merchant  of  Philadelphia,  and  later  went  to 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  where  he  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing. He  afterwards  owned  a  tannery  at  Franklin, 
Tenn.,  where  his  last  days  were  spent.  He  mar- 
ried Magdaline  Green,  daughter  of  Capt.  John 
Green,  who  was  also  a  sea  captain  and  was  of  Irish 


descent.  Ills  home  w.is  in  Philadelphia  and  he 
was  said  to  be  quite  wealthy.  In  his  family  were 
five  daughters,  of  whom  four  married  physicians, 
namely:  Dr.  Shelby,  Dr.  Sims,  Dr.  McNarry  and  Dr. 
Minich.  The  other  daughter,  Mrs.  Brooks,  died  in 
Tennessee  in  the  '40s. 

Our  subject  was  the  second  in  the  Jaiiiily  of 
three  sons  and  three  daughters.  His  sister  Mary 
is  now  living  near  Nashville;  Columbus  C.  is  a 
physician  of  Tennessee;  B.  F.  is  a  farmer  of  Ten- 
nessee; Cordelia  died  in  1890;  and  Julia  is  the 
wife  of  C.  K.  Mitchell,  a  prosperous  farmer  of 
Tennessee.  The  Doctor  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm,  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  and  fitted  himself  for  teaching.  He  began 
this  work  at  the  age  of  seventeen  and  continued 
it  through  the  Civil  War,  during  which  time  he 
also  read  medicine.  He  attended  his  first  course 
of  lectures  in  the  Nashville  Medical  College  in 
1865-6(5,  then  entered  the  Cincinnati  Medical  Col- 
lege and  was  graduated  therefrom  in  1868.  In 
1881  he  took  a  post  graduate  course  in  Memphis 
Hospital.  He  began  practice  in  Cairo,  Tenn., 
where  he  continued  seventeen  years,  when,  in  1884, 
he  came  to  Du  Quoin,  where  he  has  met  with  ex- 
cellent success,  securing  a  most  liberal  patronage. 
The  Doctor  married,  September  1,  1868,  Mar}' 
E.  Harrell,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  who  came  of  an 
old  North  Carolina  family.  She  died  on  her 
forty-first  birthday-,  December  16, 1890.  They  had 
a  family  of  seven  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet 
living:  Lula  A.,  wife  of  Clarence  E.  Blakeslee,  of 
the  Blakeslee  Manufacturing  Compan}';  Anna  E., 
wife  of  Stephen  Rogers,  a  hotel-keeper  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non, III.;  W.  B.;  John  A.  and  Grover  C,  at  home. 
On  the  12th  of  October,  1893,  the  Doctor  married 
Mrs.  Catharine  (Freudenberg)  AVeger,of  Du  Quoin, 
the  widow  of  Adrian  Weger.  This  excellent  lady 
was  born  in  Belleville,  111.,  and  is  connected  with 
some  of  the  oldest  and  most  prominent  German 
families  of  that  city.  She  has  four  children,  Oscar, 
Ida,  Anna  and  Walter  Weger. 

Dr.  Maclin  is  a  member  of  the  National  Associ- 
ation of  Railway  Surgeons,  of  the  Southern  Illi- 
nois Medical  Association,  and  is  local  surgeon  for 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  and  the  St.  Louis, 
Alton  ifc  Terre  Haute  Railroad  Company.     During 
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I'residiMil  ClcveliiiHl's  first  admini»li'.ilion  lie  held 
the  ollice  of  Pension  Kxaminer.  He  became  an 
Odd  Kellow  in  18()7,has  lilled  all  the  chairs  of  the 
local  lodge,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge. 
In  1871  he  was  made  a  JLason,  joined  the  chapter 
in  187  1, and  is  a  charter  member  of  the  Knights  of 
Pythias.  He  served  for  eight  j-ears  on  the  Board  of 
Education,  is  a  inoraber  of  the  City  Council,  and  in 
his  political  views  is  a  Democrat.  In  religious  belief 
he  is  identified  with  the  Christian  Church.  He  is 
recognized  as  a  valued  citizen,  one  ever  interested 
in  what  pertains  to  the  upbuilding  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

l(s).  M^Mh. _^ 


'©I 


eAPT.  WILLIAM  McNEIL,  an  honored  vet- 
.  eran  of  the  late  war,  who  is  now  living  a 
. .      retired  life  in    Pinckneyville,  was  born  in 

Perrj'  Count}',  Ind.,  November  5,  1837.  His  fa- 
ther, David  Gregory  McNeil,  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  but  removed  to  Kentucky,  where 
he  married  Harriet  Lay,  who  was  born  near  Lex- 
ington, that  state,  and  belonged  to  one  of  the 
most  prominent  families  there.  The  father  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Perry  County,  Ind., 
where  they  were  among  the  earliest  settlers.  Later 
they  went  to  Greenville,  Ohio,  where  the  father 
died  at  the  age  of  seventy-nine  years,  and  the 
mother  when  eighty-four  years  of  age.  In  their 
family  were  six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. The  eldest,  J.  B.,  a  Lieutenant  of  the  late 
war,  is  a  carriage  maker  by  trade,  and  resides  in 
Ann  Arbor,  Mich.;  James,  who  was  also  one  of 
the  boys  in  blue,  is  now  express  agent  for  the 
American  Exi)ress  Company  at  (ireenville,  Ohio; 
Daniel  was  also  a  soldier  for  about  two  years; 
Mary  is  the  wife  of  .loseph  Ritnour,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  fruit-growing  near  Madison,  Ohio;  and 
Elizabeth  became  the  wife  of  I.  N.  Shiveley,  near 
Greenville,  Ohio,  and  died  in  1890. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  Captain  Mc- 
Neil spent  his  early  boyhood  days.  After  attend- 
ing the  common  schools,  we  find  him  a  student  in 
Liber  College,  of  Portland,  Ind.,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  he  engaged  in  teaching.   The  year  1860 


witnessed  his  arrival  in  Illinois.  He  located  in 
Du  C^uoin,  and  the  following  year  there  wedded 
Mary  Mead,  of  that  place.  Their  only  child,  Mary 
Alice,  who  was  an  artist  of  fine  ability,  was  educa- 
ted in  the  State  University  at  Champaign.  She 
became  the  wife  of  Prof.  M.  E.  Chase,  one  of  the 
art  instructors  of  the  university,  but  died  two 
years  after  her  marriage. 

All  of  the  sons  of  the  McNeil  family  were  L'nion 
soldiers.  In  1862  our  subject  enlisted  in  his  coun- 
try's defense,  and  was  assigned  to  Company  A, 
Eight3'-first  Illinois  Infantry,  under  command  of 
Col.  John  A.  Logan.  After  a  few  days  he  was 
made  Second  Lieutenant,  six  months  later  became 
First  Lieutenant,  and  afterward  was  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  Captain.  During  tiie  last  year  of  his 
service  he  was  a  member  of  the  staff  of  Eugene  A. 
Carr,  under  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith,  (Jencral  Lcigan  and 
General  McPherson.  He  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Raymond,  Jackson,  Champion  Hills  and 
Black  River,  and  in  the  charge  on  A'icksburg  was 
wounded,  as  were  twenty-five  of  the  thirty-eight 
men  under  him.  His  Second  Lieutenant  was  killed 
in  that  battle.  He  took  charge  in  the  Red  River 
expedition,  the  battle  of  Nashville  and  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Ft.  Blakely  and  Spanish  Fort, serving  until 
August,  1865. 

When  the  war  was  over  and  the  preservation  of 
the  Union  was  an  assured  fact,  Captain  McNeil 
came  to  Pinckneyville,  and  for  four  years  was  Prin- 
cipal of  the  city  schools.  During  the  succeeding 
six  3'ears,  he  was  engaged  in  the  grain  and  lumber 
business,  and  for  six  3'ears  thereafter  was  proprie- 
tor of  a  drug  store.  In  his  business  dealings  he 
was  very  successful,  and  by  his  well  directed  and 
determined  efforts  he  won  a  handsome  competcnc3', 
which  now  enables  him  to  live  retired,  resting  in 
the  enj03'ment  of  the  fruits  of  his  former  toil. 

Although  the  Captain  has  never  aspired  to 
office,  he  has  ever  taken  an  active  part  in  political 
matters,  and  has  made  thrilling  political  speeches 
in  southern  Illinois,  the  effect  of  which  has  been 
seen  at  the  polls  bv  an  increased  Republican  vote. 
He  believes  his  part3'  to  be  on  the  side  of  the  peo- 
ple and  the  one  best  able  to  advance  their  interests, 
therefore  is  an  earnest  advocate  of  its  principles. 
He  is  a   prominent  member  of  James  P.   Cowen 
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Post  No.  219,  G.  A.  R.,  has  served  as  its  Com- 
mander and  is  now  (.Quartermaster.  He  lias  also 
been  Master  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  and  has  served 
as  its  Treasurer  for  the  past  eiglit  3^ears. 


4^ 


fcj.«.3i 


'^•r^-        yp^f 


(^^T.  AIGUJ^TINE'S  ROMAN  CATHOLIC 
^^^  CHURCH,  of  Prairie  du  Long,  dales  back 
^M/_Jfl  to  the  first  part  of  this  century.  Twelve 
families  from  Lancasliire,  England,  came 
to  Monroe  Count}'  in  1812,  and  bought  land  of 
the  Government  near  Prairie  du  Long  Creek,  in 
what  is  now  known  as  tlie  Prairie  du  Long  District. 
The  settlers,  who  were  Catholics,  soon  erected  a 
log  church  and  were  visited  by  Father  Van  Clos- 
tere,  of  Prairie  du  Rocher.  This  church  was  situ- 
ated at  English  Settlement,  then  in  Randolph 
County,  but  now  in  Monroe. 

In  1834  sixtj'  acres  of  land  were  donated  by 
Edward  Newsham  and  John  Winstanley  to  the 
Rt.-Rev.  Joseph  Rosati,  Bishop  of  St.  Louis, 
on  condition  that  a  church  be  built  and  the  land 
used  for  its  benefit.  A  stone  church  was  soon 
erected,  and  on  November  11, 1838,  was  consecrated 
to  divine  service  by  Bishop  Rosati,  with  Rev.  J. 
Kenney  as  its  first  pastor  and  resident  priest.  The 
edifice  was  about  40x60  feet,  and  was  one  of  the 
finest  churches  in  southern  Illinois.  Among  the 
oldest  settlers  and  members  of  the  congregation 
were  Edward  Newsham,  John  Winstanley,  John 
Newsham,  Thomas  Winstanley-  and  John  and 
Thomas  Bamber,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased. 

After  the  church  was  built  the  old  building  was 
used  as  a  district  school.  The  new  church  was 
erected  about  one  hundred  and  fift}'  yards  north- 
west and  was  over  the  line  in  St.  Clair  County. 
In  1854,  it  having  become  dilapidated,  the  con- 
gregation, on  the  12th  of  February,  decided  to  tear 
it  down  and  rebuild.  This  was  done  and  a  paro- 
chial frame  residence  was  erected.  In  1867-68,  a 
two-story  brick  parsonage  was  built  by  Rev.  J. 
Berlage,  who  a  short  time  previous  had  been  ap- 
pointed rector.  A  tower  was  built  on  the  church, 
in  1874,  and  the  following  year  the  old  log  church 
which  had  been  used  as  a  district  school,  was  re- 
placed b}-  a  new  building,  which  was  erected  fur- 


ther west  on  the  bank  of  Prairie  du  Long  Creek. 
A  room  which  had  been  added  to  the  old  paro- 
chial residence,  however,  was  used  for  a  parochial 
school. 

In  1886  a  new  schoolhouse  of  brick,  20x30  feet, 
was  erected  by  Rev.  L.  Ricsen,and  in  1889  the  old 
cracked  bell  was  replaced  by  two  new  bells,  pur- 
chased by  the  present  rector,  Rev.  J.  B.  Schlotmann. 
In  taking  down  the  old  bell  it  was  found  that  the 
steeple  would  be  too  weak  for  the  bells,  and  sugges- 
tions were  made  by  the  members  of  the  congrega- 
tion to  enlarge  and  remodel  the  old  and  also  build 
a  sanctuary  to  the  church.  At  the  examination  of 
the  church,  however,  by  an  architect  (Val.  Reis,  of 
Belleville,  now  deceased)  it  was  found  very  unsafe 
and  not  worth  further  expenditure  of  mouej'.  It 
was  then  decided  by  the  Trustees  of  the  congrega- 
tion to  build  a  new  church  and  not  at  the  old 
place,  but  at  Freedom,  a  village  about  two  miles 
east.  The  church  at  that  time  had  a  membership 
of  over  a  hundred  families.  Freedom  is  a  little 
town  on  the  Belleville  and  Kaskaskia  road  and  is 
the  center  of  the  congregation,  and  therefore  more 
convenient  and  more  readily  accessible  for  its 
members.  In  spite  of  some  opposition  to  the 
movement  a  piece  of  land  of  about  three  and  a-half 
acres  was  purchased  from  Hy.  Diefenbech,  Octo- 
ber 17,  1892,  a  noble  gentleman  of  Freedom,  who 
keeps  a  hotel. 

When  it  became  known  that  a  Catholic  Church 
was  to  be  erected  at  Freedom,  all  endeavored, 
whether  Catholics  or  Protestants,  to  help  the  same 
either  by  funds  or  labor.  The  plans,  details  and 
specifications  for  the  new  church  were  prepared  by 
N.  H.  MelcUer,  an  architect  of  St.  Louis.  These 
having  been  accepted  by  the  rector  and  approved 
by  the  Rt.-Rev.  J.  Janssen,  the  bishop  of  the 
diocese,  the  corner-stone  was  laid  b}-  the  latter 
April  11,  1893,  in  the  presence  of  a  great  number 
of  priests  and  laymen.  The  work  was  then  begun 
under  the  superintendency  of  the  architect  and 
the  rector. 

The  size  of  the  church  is  44x90  feet,  with  a  spire 
one  hundred  and  ten  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
ground.  The  basement  is  nine  feet  high  and  built 
of  native  blue  limestone,  donated  by  Benjamin 
Harbaugh,  a  member  of  the   congregation.     The 
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superstructure  walls  are  built  of  imtive  sandstone, 
ilonatcd  bv  F.  Dciienliardt,  also  a  member,  and 
are  twenty-one  feet  above  the  water-tables,  or 
twenty-four  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ground. 
The  masoniy  work  was  done  by  Frank  Tarantino, 
of  St.  Louis;  the  lumber  was  furnished  by  Charles 
Boedeker,  who  keeps  a  large  lumber  yard  in  Red 
Bud;  mill-work  In'  the  .Meiike  it  Grimm  Planing 
Mill  Company,  of  (.iuiucy,  111.;  carpenter  work  b^- 
J.  H.  Scheiper,  of  St.  Libory,  111.;  the  caps,  window 
sills  and  other  cut  stone  are  of  Bedford  limestone, 
and  were  furnished  by  Ralph  Dixon,  of  Alton,  111. 
The  church  is  covered  with  old  Bangor  slate  from 
Bethlehem.  Pa.,  furnished  by  T.H.White,  of  St. 
Louis.  All  the  contracts  have  been  carried  out  to 
the  satisfaction  of  the  architect  and  rector.  The 
chuieh  has  ornamental  glass  of  mosaic  style,  very 
pleasing,  and  was  furnished  by  the  E.  F.  Kerwin 
Ornamental  Glass  Company,  of  St.  Louis.  The 
church  will  cost  when  completed  about  ¥11,000. 
A  new  two-story  parsonage  will  also  be  built  this 
spring  (1894).  The  basement  will  be  of  native 
blue  limestone,  and  the  superstructure  of  native 
sandstone.  The  house  will  be  situated  on  the 
south  side  of  the  church,  with  which  it  will  be 
connected  by  a  porch. 


WjlLLIAM  H.  Ma(.KF>;Z1E,  M.  D.,  a  u.ative 
of  Nova  Scotia,  is  of  Scottish  parentage. 
His  grandfather,  Alexandci'  M.ieKenzie, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Inverness,  in  the  Highlands  of 
Scotland,  and  received  a  liberal  education.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Alexander 
MacKenzie.  .Jr.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Nova  .Scotia,  March  G,  17',i7,  and  is  now  in 
comparatively  good  health,  bidding  fair  to  become 
a  centenarian.  He  still  resides  on  part  of  the  old 
homestead,  where  his  father  settled  just  after  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Alexander  MacKenzie,  .Sr.,  and  William  McMil- 
lan, grandfathers  of  our  subject,  were  pressed  into 
the  British  service  during  tlie  Revolutionary  War 
and  tlierel>v  became  British  pensioners.  Many  of 
the    former's    descendants,    including   John    and 


Daniel,  two  biothers  of  Dr.  MacKenzie,  partici- 
pated in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  on  the  Union 
side.  John  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Ft.  Donel- 
son,  February  15,  1862. 

The  birth  of  William  Robert  ALieKenzie occurred 
February  15,  1811,  in  Churchville,  Pictou  County, 
Nova  Scotia.  He  was  the  eighth  child  in  order  of 
birth.  I!e  had  five  brothers  and  foui-  sisters,  of 
whom  there  now  survive  one  brother,  Alexander 
G.,  residing  at  Chester,  III.,  and  four  sisters,  living 
within  a  radius  of  four  miles  from  the  old  home- 
stead. His  early  education  w:is  secured  in  the 
village  schools  of  his  native  place,  where  he  after- 
ward Iiecame  a  te.acher.  He  spent  his  boyhood 
days  on  the  olcl  home  farm  in  Nova  Scotia,  which 
was  the  stopping  place  of  all  the  preachers  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  was  reared 
under  the  iuQuences  of  the  sturdy  old  Cove- 
nanters. 

In  1865  our  subject  came  to  the  United  States, 
landing  at  Boston.  Soon  after  his  arrival  he  con- 
tracted measles.  After  over  a  month's  severe  ill- 
ness, during  which,  through  improper  treatment,  he 
suffered  a  serious  relapse,  he  recovered  onl^'  to  find 
the  stock  of  gold  which  he  had  brought  from  home 
very  much  depicted.  Something  had  to  be  done 
to  mend  his  crippled  finances,  so  the  advertising 
columns  of  the  daily  papers  were  scanned.  A  col- 
Icctorship  for  a  gas  fitting  company  caught  his  eye, 
and  upon  making  application  for  the  position  he 
was  accepted.  Being  a  Nova  Scotian  was,  in  Bos- 
ton, a  sufficient  recommendation  for  his  honesty, 
and  no  bond  was  required. 

After  a  few  months  in  this  position,  a  better 
opening  was  offered  in  the  employment  of  William 
Tidd  <k  Co.,  leather  merchants,  on  Pearl  Street,  who 
also  carried  on  business  in  Stoneham,  Mass.,  where 
our  subject  was  assigned  a  position.  W^hile  there 
he  fell  in  with  a  fellow  countryman  named  Mc- 
Leod,  who  induced  him  to  embark  on  a  fishing 
expedition  to  the  Grand  Banks.  Fitting  out  at 
Cape  Cod,  the  vessel  proceeded  to  the  Grand 
Banks  and  began  operations.  The  schooner,  an 
old  one,  sprang  aleak,  and  as  it  became  unman- 
ageable, it  was  necessar3'  to  abandon  it.  After 
being  looted  of  everything  valuable  on  board  by 
the  rest  of  the   fleet,  she  was  fired  and  cast  adrift. 
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P>ach  man  had  liis  own  doiy.  and  our  subject  and 
liis  partner  were  taken  on  board  a  schooner  from 
Cape  Breton  Island,  of  which  Captain  Doolan 
was  in  command. 

After  five  montiis  on  the  Atlantic  without  the 
sight  of  land,  the  vessel  weighed  anchor  and 
started  for  home;  and  none  too  soon,  for  that 
same  da3'  a  storm  struck  the  Banks,  and  many  of 
the  vessels  with  their  crews  went  down.  Captain 
Doolan 's  craft  was  more  fortunate  than  many  of 
tiiem;  and  after  scudding  for  two  days  underbade 
poles  the  storm  abated,  and  the  journey  homeward 
was  begun  in  earnest.  So  suddenly  did  the  storm 
burst  upon  the  fleet,  that  instead  of  winding  the 
sails  in  the  usual  manner,  the  order  was  given  to 
cut  the  halyard  and  let  the  sails  fall.  After  a 
voyage  of  about  two  weeks,  the  vessel,  witli  crew 
and  cargo,  hove  anchor  safely  in  the  harbor  of 
Frovincetown.  Expecting  nothing  but  his  rescue 
and  keeping  for  his  labor  after  boarding  the  vessel 
of  Captain  Doolan,  our  3'oung  Nova  .Scotian  was 
surprised  when  the  Captain,  taking  him  to  a  bank, 
poured  into  his  hands  ^80  in  gold. 

Interesting  incidents  occurred  while  Ur.  MacKen- 
zie  was  on  board  Captain  Doolan 's  vessel  at  the 
Grand  Banks.  One  day,  about  noon,  all  the  dories 
were  out  plying  their  lines.  Suddenly  the  sky 
darkened,  the  waters  seethed,  and  all  but  three  of 
the  boats  started  for  and  safely  reached  the  fleet. 
Captain  Doolan 's  two  brothers  and  one  other 
man,  each  in  a  separate  dory,  were  so  baffled  by 
the  dense  fog  that  thev  lost  sight  of  the  fleet. 
Not  being  able  to  hear  the  fog-bell,  and  finding 
themselves  rapidly  drifting,  they  made  prepara- 
tions to  anchor  in  the  dee])er  waters.  Accordingl3', 
they  fastened  the  three  dories  together  and  occu- 
pied but  one  of  Ihem.  They  then  converted  the 
three  anchors  and  the  six  leads,  used  in  fishing, 
and  weighing  four  pounds  each,  into  one  anchor, 
whose  cable  was  formed  by  the  union  of  the  three 
cables  and  the  six  fishing  lines.  Notwithstanding 
all  their  precautions,  however,  the  current  was  so 
strong  that  they  drifted  until  they  were  unable  to 
touch  bottom.  Their  dories  were  tossed  about 
until  four  o'clock  the  next  evening,  when  the  fog 
cleared,  and  just  the  tip  of  the  tallest  mast  in  the 
fleet  was  visible.  Making  for  this  thej-  finally  reached 


their  vessel  in  an  exhausted  condition  and  suffering 
from  want  of  food  and  water.  Here  they  were  re- 
ceived with  joy,  for  all  on  board  had  believed  them 
lost,  as  had  been  the  fate  of  many  who  engaged  in 
expeditions  of  this  kind.  McLeod,  the  companion 
previously  referred  to,  became  quarrelsome,  and 
shifting  from  one  vessel  to  another,  finally  boarded 
an  P^nglish  ship,  was  taken  to  Liverpool,  England, 
and  was  returned  to  Boston  by  the  American 
Consul. 

During  young  IMacKenzie's  absence,  his  brother, 
Alexander  O.,  who  was  then  a  prosperous  miner  in 
Nevada,  sent  him  a  draft  for  $100  in  gold,  to  assist 
him  in  pursuing  his  medical  studies.  During  his 
long  absence  the  letter  was  returned  to  the  writer, 
who  did  not  know  but  that  his  brother  was  dead. 
Communication  being  re-established,  the  check  was 
again  forwarded.  AVilliam  R.,  bronzed  by  his  life 
at  sea,  of  which  he  had  had  enough,  secured  an- 
other position,  this  time  with  iM.  M.  Peyser  &  Co., 
on  Winter  Street,  Boston.  There  he  remained  until 
February,  1867,  when  he  went  to  Sparta,  111.,  and 
studied  medicine,  and  also  recited  in  Greek  anil 
Latin  to  Rev.  Mr.  Stuart.  Shortly  afterward  he  en- 
tered the  medical  department  of  the  University  of 
Jlichigan,  from  which  he  was  graduated  March  .30, 
1870.  After  a  few  months  at  Grass  Lake,  assisting 
E.  B.  Chapin,  M.  D.,  his  preceptor,  he  returned  to 
Illinois  for  the  practice  of  his  profession,  locating 
at  Kaskaskia.  After  remaining  there  for  five 
years  he  removed  to  Chester,  where  he  has  been  in 
continuous  practice  ever  since. 

A  leader  in  his  profession,  the  Doctor  hohls  a 
prominent  place  in  many  of  the  principal  societies 
thereof.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  Illinois 
3Iedical  Association,  Illinois  State  Medical  Society, 
St.  Louis  Medical  Society,  and  theTri-State  Medical 
Society  (Indiana,  Illinois  and  Kentucky),  now  the 
Mississippi  Valley  Medical  Association.  He  was 
also  a  delegate  to  the  International  Medical  Con- 
gress, which  met  in  Washington,  D.  C,  in  1887. 
During  the  couise  of  this  meeting  he  was  a  guest 
of  the  American  Medical  Editors  at  a  banquet 
given  the  foreign  medical  editors.  He  was  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  Illinois  State  Board  of  Health 
at  a  meeting  of  the  Sanitar}'  Council  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley,  which  was  held  in  the  city  of  New 
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Oilcans  in  Maicli,  IHST).  At  tlii'  meetings  of  the 
Soiilliein  Illinois  Medical  Association,  he  usuallj 
lias  one  or  more  papers  on  topics  of  interest.  At 
the  meeting  of  tiiis  organization  in  .January,  1880, 
he  read  a  paper  which  was  afterwards  publislied 
in  the  "St.  Louis  Medical  and  Surgical  .journal," 
from  which  it  wascopied,  translated,  and  published 
ill  the  "Paris  Medical  .loiirnal,"  Paris,  France. 

.hine  \.'),  1883,  Dr.  JSlacKenzie  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Illinois  State  Board  of  Health  by 
Gov.  John  M.  Hamilton,  to  succeed  Dr.  J.  M. 
Gregory,  who  had  resigned.  He  was  continued 
in  oflice  bj'  appointment  of  Gov.  Joseph  W.  Fifer, 
May  28,  188!t.  He  served  as  Secretary  of  said 
Board  from  July  3  until  December  31,  1891. 
Near  tlie  close  of  Fifer's  term  the  Doctor  sent  in 
his  resignation,  which  was  not  accepted  until  the 
lOtli  of  May,  18'J3,  several  months  after  the  ac- 
cession of  Governor  Altgeld  to  the  executive 
cli.Tir,  thus  giving  the  Doctor  ten  \ears  in  this  im- 
portant position.  At  the  meetings  for  examina- 
tion of  candidates  for  license  to  practice  medicine, 
his  {(uestions  have  been  highly  commended  for 
their  thoroughness,  comprehensiveness  and  ele 
mental'}'  character. 

.luly  1,5,  1885,  during  Cleveland's  first  adminis- 
tration, Dr.  MacKenzie  was  appointed  by  Commis- 
sioner J.  C.  Black  to  the  Board  of  United  States 
Kxaminiiig  Surgeons,  at  Chester,  HI.,  and  was  re- 
appointed by  Commissioner  Tanner  under  Harri- 
son's administration.  At  the  organization  of  said 
Board  (in  188.5),  he  was  elected  Secretary,  in 
which  capacity  he  served  until  his  resignation,  De- 
cember 7,  1893,  a  term  of  over  eight  years.  F'or 
fifteen  yeare  psist  he  has  been  surgeon  for  the 
Wabash,  Chester  &  Western  Railway  Company, 
and  has,  by  his  thorough  knowledge  of  surgery, 
rendered  the  company  invaluable  services.  He  has 
held  this  position  under  three  successive  manage- 
ments of  the  road. 

May  17, 1875,  Dr.  MacKenzie  married  Miss  Nellie 
M.,  daughter  of  Dr.  William  .V.  and  Adeline  S. 
Gordon,  of  Chester,  whose  biograpical  sketch  ap- 
pears elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  them  were  born 
five  children,  three  of  whom  are  living,  William 
A.,  Robert  G.and  Adeline  E.,aged  respectively  six- 
teen, twelve  and  seven  years.    Socially  Dr.  MacKen- 


zie is  a  member  of  the  blue  lodge  chapter  and  coun- 
cil of  the  M.isonic  fraternity  of  Chester,  the  com- 
mandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Centralia,  III., 
and  the  Chester  lodge  and  encampment  of  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Follows.  He  is  a  Pres- 
byterian, as  are  most  of  his  race,  while  Mrs.  Mac- 
Kenzie is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

A  no  more  a|>piopriale  closing  of  this  sketch 
could  be  made  than  to  quote  what  has  before  been 
written  of  him  by  one  who  has  known  him  for 
years.  It  is  as  follows:  "Dr.  MacKenzie  is  a  care- 
ful and  indefatigable  student  of  his  profession, 
and  has  attained  a  high  reputation  for  learning 
among  his  fellow-practitioners  in  Illinois  and  Mis- 
souri. He  has  .an  extensive  and  lucrative  i)ractice 
and  is  one  of  the  most  highly  esteemed  citizens  of 
Chester.  The  same  ability  that  has  placed  him  in 
the  front  rank  of  his  profession  is  always  at  the 
service  of  the  community  in  which  he  lives  for 
the  promotion  of  meritorious  enterprises.  He  was 
for  nine  years  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion of  Chester,  and  President  of  that  body  for 
two  terms.  In  his  social  relations  Dr.  MacKenzie 
is  as  popular  as  he  is  successful  in  his  profession." 


f'  II.  WARD,  one  of  the  leading  business  men 
of  Du  Quoin,  is  a  member  of  the  well  known 
^^.  ,  firm  of  Ward  it  Brother,  and  is  a  stock- 
V^/  holder  and  director  in  the  First  National 
Bank.  His  active  business  life  has  won  him  a 
position  of  prominence,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  present  to  our  readers  this  record  of  his  career. 
A  native  of  Connecticut,  he  was  born  in  New 
Haven,  August  4,  1847,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
Ward,  who  was  born  in  New  Haven  in  1819.  The 
father  was  a  carpenter  and  builder,  and  aided  in 
the  erection  of  the  first  building  in  which  .Setli 
Thomas  made  his  famous  clocks.  At  length  lie 
came  to  the  west,  locating  in  Williamson  County, 
III.,  whence  he  removed  to  Carbondale,  .lackson 
County.     He  is  now  a  resident  of  Du  (Juoin. 

J.  H.  Ward  had  fair  educational  advantages  in 
his  youth,  and  was  thus  fitted  for  the  practical 
duties  of  life.     Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war  he 
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went  on  the  road  as  a  salesman,  traveling  for  two 
years  in  Iowa,  and  one  year  in  Texas  and  Indian 
Territory.  He  tben  engaged  in  the  butchering 
and  grocery  business  in  Carbondale,  and  subse- 
quently was  a  dealer  in  men's  clothing  at  that 
place.  About  1873  he  came  to  Du  Quoin,  where 
in  connection  with  his  brother,  W.  D.,  he  engaged 
in  the  livery  and  stock  business,  to  which  he  has 
since  devoted  his  energies.  They  have  become 
the  largest  stock  shippers  in  this  section  of  the 
state,  and  have  accumulated  a  handsome  fortune 
along  this  line.  Tliey  have  also  done  an  exten- 
sive livery  business,  and  are  the  owners  of  the  large 
brick  building  in  which  they  cany  on  this  enter- 
prise, together  with  other  business  propert}' — a 
thousand  acres  of  farming  land,  several  residences 
which  they  rent,  and  some  valuable  real  estate  in 
Carbondale.  On  their  farm  they  have  a  large  num- 
ber of  blooded  cattle  and  horses.  Our  subject  is 
also  one  of  the  incorporators  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  is  one  of  its  stockholders  and  directors. 

In  May,  1875,  Mr.  Ward  wedded  Miss  Cephise 
Slawson,  who  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Hiram  Slawson,  a  native  of  New  York. 
The  latter  was  the  nephew  of  Joseph  Slawson,  the 
street  car  inventor,  who  died  in  New  York  City 
worth  half  a  million.  He  served  as  foreman  of 
his  uncle's  works  in  New  Orleans.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Ward  have  but  one  child,  Hiram  H.,  sixteen  years 
of  age. 

Socially,  Mr.  Ward  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and 
in  politics  has  been  a  lifelong  Democrat.  He  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Com- 
missioners in  1887,  and  served  for  three  years. 
He  has  also  been  twice  elected  to  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  of  Du  Quoin,  and  is  one  of  the  stock- 
holders and  directors  in  the  Du  Quoin  Building 
and  Loan  Association.  He  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  with  no  capital,  but  has  steadily  worked 
his  way  upward  and  is  now  numbered  among  the 
substantial  citizens  of  Perry  County. 

W.  D.  Ward,  who  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
firm  of  Ward  &  Brother,  was  born  in  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  in  January,  1848,  and  came  with  his  parents 
to  the  west.  When  he  started  out  on  his  business 
career,  he  became  a  dry -goods  merchant  of  Carbon- 
dale, but  after  a  short  time  he  sold    bis  store    and 


removed  to  Du  Quoin,  where  he  has  since  been  as- 
sociated with  his  brother  in  all  of  the  business  and 
property  interests  before  mentioned.  In  the  family 
were  five  brothers  and  one  sister,  but  the  latter, 
Elmira,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years, and  John 
died  at  the  age  of  six.  Another  brother,  George 
F.  M.,  is  an  extensive  clothing  dealer  of  Mt.  Ver- 
non, 111.,  and  Samuel  is  in  the  clothing  business  in 
Murphysboro.  W.  D.  Ward  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jefferson  Snider, 
of  Carbondale,  and  to  them  were  born  four  chil- 
dren, two  of  whom  are  living.  Snider  aged  twelve, 
and  Myrtle,  three  years  of  age.  Mr.  AVard  is  an 
Odd  Fellow,  and  like  his  brother  has  always  been 
a  Democrat,  but  his  time  has  been  so  largely"  taken 
up  by  business  interests  that  be  has  never  con- 
cerned himself  greatly  in  political  matters. 
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AJ.  JAMES  C.  IIOLBROOK.  While  Ran- 
dolph County  has  much  in  the  wa^-  of 
natural  resources  and  commercial  trans- 
actions to  commend  it  to  the  public  at 
large,  the  chief  interest  centres  in  the  lives  of  those 
citizens  who  have  achieved  success  for  themselves, 
and  at  the  same  time  benefited  the  community  in 
which  they  reside.  Prominent  among  these  men 
is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Having  come  to  the 
count}'  in  1845,  he  has  since  that  time  taken  an 
active  part  in  laying  the  foundation  for  the  pres- 
ent prosperity  of  his  community. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Sherborn,  Mass.,  May 
27,  1817,  and  is  a  son  of  Clark  and  Betsey  (Bul- 
len)  Holbrook.  The  father  was  a  large  sheep 
grower  in  his  native  place,  and  at  the  same  time 
carried  on  business  as  a  merchant.  He  was  the 
son  of  James  Holbrook,  who  was  also  a  native  of 
the  above  place  in  Massachusetts,  and  was  of  Eng- 
lish descent. 

Our  subject  obtained  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  near  his  home,  and  later  took  a  course  of 
study  in  an  academy  at  Brattleboro,  Vt.  It  being 
his  desire  to  become  a  lawyer,  he  began  his  legal 
studies  in  the  office  of  Gov.  William  Bebb,  of  Ham- 
ilton, Ohio,  to  which  place  he  went  in  1836, and  was 
graduated  from  the  law  school  in  Cincinnati  about 
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1840.  Aflui-  Ix'iiifr  admitted  to  the  Bar,  Mr.  Hol- 
hrook  went  to  ILiniilton,  Ohio,  where  he  engaged 
in  tlic  practice  of  ills  profession  until  184.'),  the 
year  of  his  advent  into  Sparta,  this  county.  There 
he  huilt  up  a  large  practice  and  remained  until 
1852,  when  he  came  to  Chester  and  oi)ened  up 
business  in  this  city.  In  18.54  he  represented  his 
district  on  the  Wliig  ticket  in  tiie  Legislature.  lie 
was  residing  in  Chester  on  the  outbreak  of  the 
Civil  War,  and  later  fljas  appointed  Paymaster  in 
the  army  by  President  Lincoln,  continuing  in  this 
position  until  the  close  of  the  war  in  1865.  He 
then  returned  to  Chester,  and  on  account  of  ill 
health  was  obliged  to  discontinue  his  law  prac- 
tice. He  was  later  elected  Police  Magistrate,  and 
served  eight  years. 

Mr.  llolbrook  was  married  May  15,  1845,  at  Ham- 
ilton, ( )liio,  to  Miss  Eliza  Lsabella  McDill.  She  was 
born  ill  Hamilton,  December  28,  1822,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  the  Rev.  David  and  Lydia  McDill,  who 
were  of  Scotch  descent.  The  maternal  grandfather 
of  Mrs.  Holbrook,  John  McDannell,  was  a  Colonel 
in  the  Kevolutiiniary  War.  To  our  subject  and  his 
wife  were  born  seven  children.  Their  eldest  son, 
a  graduate  of  Monmouth  College,  and  an  attor- 
ney-at-law,  died  in  his  twenty-fifth  year.  Two 
other  sons  died  in  infancy.  Clara,  now  Mrs. 
Henry  Smith,  is  quite  a  noted  lecturer  on  the 
science  and  laws  of  health,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1893  she  lectured  a  week  in  Washington,  D.  C. 
She  organized  the  Chautauqua  Assembly  in  Ches- 
ter, and  has  always  been  foremost  in  forwarding 
movements  for  the  benefit  and  development  of 
intellectual  culture.  She  is  now  a  widow,  and 
lives  with  her  children  on  a  ranch  in  California. 
Edward  is  a  druggist  in  Chester,  and  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  most  skilled  in  his  calling  in  this 
part  of  the  state.  Elizabeth,  who  died  .Tanuary  .31, 
1893,  was  a  very  talented  young  lady  and  was 
given  a  fine  musical  education.  She  also  won  a 
wide  reputation  as  an  authoress,  and  wrote  a  novel 
entitled  '-Old  Kaskaskia  Days,"  which  was  widely 
read.  She  was  a  young  lady  of  great  refinement  and 
sweetness  of  manner,  and  of  broad  and  liberal  cul- 
ture. Her  active  mind  was  always  seeking  new 
avenues  of  investigation  and  aiding  in  the  enlarge- 
ment of  human  understanding.     Her  great  purity 


of  heart  and  nobility  of  character  were  among  the 
many  charms  whicli  made  her  society  souglit  bj' 
the  best  people  in  the  community  in  whicli  she 
dwelt.  She  was  an  indefatigable  worker  in  the 
Columbian  Society,  and  by  her  energy  did  much 
to  help  to  make  a  proper  showing  for  this  old  spot 
of  historic  interest.  She  was  graduated  with  first 
honors  at  Monmouth  College.  Lydia,  a  lady  af 
intelligence  and  culture,  married  .Tames  Heed,  of 
Sparta,  a  mechanic  for  building  bridges. 

Mr.  Holbrook  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  a  very  popu- 
lar man.  He  is  generous  and  open-hearted  and  is 
ready  at  all  times  to  do  what  he  can  to  benefit 
both  business  and  social  circles.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbvterian  Church. 
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^  1^)  M.  BATES,  who  is  numbered  among  the 
\iij//  leading  business  men  of  Dii  Quoin,  is  a 
^^/^  native  of  Mississippi,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Woodville,  January  9,  1852.  His  father, 
James  G.  Bates,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  born 
in  1817,  and  was  a  harness  and  saddle  maker  by 
trade.  He  wedded  Mrs.  Mary  Ellen  (Smith)  Cot- 
ter, a  native  of  Wilkinson  County,  Miss.,  and  a 
representative  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of 
that  locality,  where  her  father  was  at  one  time  an 
\  extensive  slave  holder.  By  her  first  marriage  she 
became  the  mother  of  three  children,  John  M., 
Matilda  E.  and  Eugene  M.  Mr.  Bates  served  as  a 
soldier  during  the  Mexican  War,  and  w.is  taken 
prisoner  during  that  struggle,  being  held  in  the 
city  of  Mexico  when  it  was  captured  by  General 
Scott.  When  the  war  was  over  and  the  country 
no  longer  needed  his  services,  he  located  in  Mis- 
sissippi, where  he  engaged  in  harness-making  un- 
til 1858.  That  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Du 
Quoin,  where  he  followed  the  same  trade  until  his 
death,  in  1863.  His  wife  passed  away  in  Du  Quoin 
in  1876.  He  had  a  brother,  William,  who  was  a 
Lieutenant  in  the  Mexican  War.  and  on  coining 
to  Illinois  settled  on  a  farm  in  Franklin  County, 
where  he  departed  this  life  in  1866. 

In  the  Bates  family  were  five  children,  of  whom 
our  subject  is  the  eldest.  He  had  two  brothers 
and  two  sisteifl.     One  of  the   former  is  living  in 
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Arkansas.  The  utlier,  Charles  P.,  disappeared  nine 
years  ago  and  has  not  been  heard  from  since.  His 
sisters  reside  in  Texas  and  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
W.  M.  Bates  has  been  familiar  with  harness-mak- 
ing since  his  earliest  days.  When  in  his  eighth 
year  he  began  lo  help  his  father  in  the  shop  when 
he  was  not  in  school.  Upon  his  father's  death  he 
was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  the  suc- 
cess of  his  life  is  therefore  due  to  his  own  efforts. 
For  seven  years  he  was  in  the  employ  of  J.  Mess- 
more,  after  which  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he 
followed  the  trade  of  harness-making.  Later  he 
carried  on  the  same  pursuit  in  Dixon  and  in 
Marion,  111.,  and  in  1878  returned  to  Du  Quoin, 
where  he  established  the  business  which  he  has 
since  successfull3^  conducted. 

On  the  2d  of  October,  1879,  Mr.  Bates  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Hughes, 
who  was  born  in  Aston,  Lancashire,  England,  and 
during  childhood  came  to  America  with  her  par- 
ents, James  and  Mary  A.  (Ogden)  Hughes,  who 
settled  in  Du  Quoin.  They  have  had  six  children, 
but  lost  one  in  infancy.  Those  living  are,  Mary 
P.,  thirteen  j'ears  of  age;  Ellen  A.,  aged  twelve; 
Charles  J.,  aged  eight;  Beatrice,  six  years  of  age; 
and  Paul  W.,  the  baby  of  two  3'ears.  The  one  de- 
ceased bore  the  name  of  Clara.  The  parents  are 
both  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  In  his  po- 
litical affiliations,  Mr.  Bates  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
never  sought  or  desired  public  office,  preferring  to 
give  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business 
interests,  in  which  he  has  met  with  a  well  deserved 
success. 

P •    .fe^lllti^    ' ^ 
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ylLEl  UKAl ,  one  ot  the  old 
and  most  highly  respected  c 
^  „      son  County,  now  makes  his 


(\\       )J5;ILEY  GRAY,  one  of  the  oldest,  best  known 

citizens  of  Jack- 
lis  home  in  Elk- 
ville,  where  he  is  practically  living  a  retired  life. 
His  parents,  Russell  and  Martha  (Phelps)  Gray, 
were  natives  of  Hopkins  County-,  Ky.,  and  there 
the  father  followed  farming  as  a  means  of  liveli- 
hood. On  the  1.5th  of  August,  1825,  a  son  was 
born  unto  them,  to  whom  the  name  of  Wiley  was 
given.  Two  years  later, on  horseback,  they  crossed 
the  state  of  Kentucky  to  Illinois  and  took  up  their 


residence  in  Perr}'  County,  where  the  boy  grew  to 
manhood,  his  time  being  passed  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads  of  that  day,  while  with  the  fam- 
ily he  experienced  the  hardships  and  trials  of 
frontier  life. 

After  arriving  at  years  of  maturity,  Mi-.  Gray 
came  to  Jackson  County,  where  he  has  since  made 
his  home.  On  the  17tli  of  September,  1851,  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Glotfelt}', 
and  to  them  were  burn  iour  children,  Philip, 
Franklin,  Martha  and  Eliza.  In  August,  1864, 
the  mother  passed  away,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in 
the  village  cemeterj-.  Two  years  later,  in  1866, 
Mr.  Gray  married  Miss  Phoebe  Porter,  a  daughter 
of  Russell  R.  S.  and  Dorothea  (Burnham)  Porter. 
Her  parents  were  numbered  among  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Ohio,  and  in  1844  they  left  the  Buckeye 
State  and  emigrated  to  Jackson  County,  111.  Seven 
children  were  born  of  the  second  marriage,  of 
whom  five  are  yet  living,  namely:  Hattie  J.,  Annie, 
Russell,  Amy  and  Wiley. 

When  the  threats  of  secession  were  carried  out 
and  the  south  attempted  to  destroy  the  Union,  Mr. 
Gray  entered  the  service  of  his  counliy  in  defense 
of  the  Old  Flag,  and  the  cause  it  represented.  He 
participated  in  many  of  the  most  noted  engage- 
ments of  the  Rebellion,  and  made  for  himself  an 
honorable  war  record.  As  a  private  he  joined 
what  was  popularly  termed  the  "preachers'  regi- 
ment,'' the  Seventy-third  Illinois  Infantry,  which 
was  commanded  by  Col.  James  V.  Jacques.  His 
term  extended  over  nearly  four  years  of  hard  cam- 
paigning, during  which  time  he  followed  the  fort- 
unes of  General  Sherman  through  the  Atlanta 
campaign.  He  participated  in  the  hard-fought 
battles  of  Chattanooga,  Franklin.  Nashville  and 
others,  and  was  ever  found  faithful  to  his  duty, 
although  the  service  was  hard  and  arduous.  When 
hostilities  had  ceased  and  the  preservation  of  the 
Union  was  an  assured  fact,  he  received  an  honor- 
able discharge,  and  returned  to  his  home  with  the 
consciousness  of  having  been  faithful  to  his  coun- 
try when  the  loyalty  o(  its  citizens  received  a 
severe  test. 

Mr.  Gray  is  a  member  of  De  Soto  Post  No.  564, 
G.  A.  R.,  and  belongs  to  the  Lutheran  Church. 
He  is  an    honored  pioneer,  and  can  relate  many 
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laughable  uurl  interesting  incidents  of  frontier  life. 
Tlie  county  in  which  almost  his  entire  life  lias  been 
passed  lie  h.ts  scon  (U'vclopcd  from  .an  almost  un- 
broken wilik'iiu'ss,  and  has  ever  borne  his  part  in 
iU  advancement  and  progress. 


l^ 


.^A4_ .(SJ 


f/._  AKMON  II.  FOX.  one  of  the  prominent 
■Jj]  early  settlers  of  Murphysboro,  for  many 
years  was  a  traveling  salesman,  and  later 
was  ap|>i)inted  by  Governor  Altgeld  pur- 
chasingagenl  ftir  theSoulliern  Illinois  Penitentiary 
at  Chester,  lie  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  the 
county  which  is  still  his  home,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Vergennes,  .lune  IG,  1836.  llis  father 
and  grandfather  both  bore  the  name  of  William, 
and  were  natives  of  \'iiginia.  The  latter  came 
with  teams  to  Illinois  in  1824,  locating  in  Bradley 
Township,  Jackson  County,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  until  his  death. 

William  t'ox,  .Jr.,  was  a  young  man  at  the  time 
of  the  removal  of  the  family.  In  Bradley  Town- 
ship he  married  Hannah  Cheatam,  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee, who  came  with  her  parents  to  this  com- 
munity during  her  girlhood.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  on  wild  hand  near  A'ergennes,  and 
Mr.  Fox  cleared  and  developed  a  farm.  In  the 
spring  of  1852,  he  went  overland  to  California 
with  ox-teams,  and  was  captain  of  the  company 
with  which  he  made  the  trip.  On  reaching  Trinit}- 
County,  he  engaged  in  mining  and  in  merchandis- 
ing, his  death  there  occurring  in  1867.  His  wife 
passed  away  on  the  old  homestead  in  this  count3', 
at  the  age  of  seventy-six.  Of  their  six  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  grew  to  mature  j-cars,  and  five 
are  yet  living. 

11.  II.  Fox,  the  fifth  of  the  family,  was  reared  on 
the  old  home  farm.  In  the  winter  season  he  at- 
tended school  for  three  months,  and  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year  aided  in  the  labors  of  the 
field.  On  attaining  his  majority  he  left  home,  and 
was  married  in  X'ergennes,  February  27,  1855,  to 
Miss  Julia  A.,  daughter  of  John  Gill,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  who  in  his   boyhood  came  to  this  state. 


For  many  years  he  was  a  well  known  farmer  of 
Somerset  Township.  In  1861,  he  removed  to  De 
Soto  Township,  where  he  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits  during  the  remainder  of  his  days.  He 
wedded  Ann  Shumakc,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  two  of 
whom  are  yet  living.  Mrs.  Fox  was  born  in  Som- 
erset Township.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
two  children,  Mary  A.,  wife  of  W.  E.  Chambers,  a 
general  merchant  of  Murphysboro,  and  John,  who 
is  here  engaged  in  the  livery  business. 

On  leaving  home,  Mr.  Fox  began  the  cultivation 
of  a  forty-acre  farm,  which  he  afterward  traded 
for  a  tract  of  eighty  acres.  Upon  this  place  was 
a  log  house,  and  he  cleared  and  improved  the  land, 
transforming  it  into  rich  and  fertile  fields.  His  la- 
bors as  an  agriculturist  continued  until  1867,  when 
became  to  Murphysboro  and  embarked  in  the  hotel 
business,  becoming  proprietor  of  the  Henderson 
House.  A  year  later  he  entered  the  retail  grocery 
trade  and  built  a  two-story  brick  building,  in  which 
he  carried  on  business  until  1872.  He  then  sold 
his  stock,  but  still  owns  the  store.  On  disposing 
of  his  goods  he  became  traveling  representative  for 
the  firm  of  J.  M.  Anderson  &  Co.,  wholesale  gro- 
cers of  St.  Louis.  In  the  fall  of  1880  he  was  elected 
Count}'  Sheriff  on  the  Democratic  ticket  for  a  term 
of  two  years.  He  faithfull}'  discharged  his  duties, 
and  when  his  time  had  expired  again  went  on  the 
road,  continuing  with  .1.  H.  Brookniier,  of  .St.  Louis, 
until  1889.  He  next  was  traveling  salesman  for 
Meyer,  Smith  it  Robyn,  wholesale  grocers  of  St. 
Louis,  with  whom  he  continued  until  January, 
1893,  when  he  became  purchasing  agent  for  the 
Southern  Illinois  Penitentiary.  To  this  work  he 
devoted  his  entire  energies  until  the  Governor  de- 
clared that  office  vjicant  throughout  the  state.  He 
now  works  in  the  interest  of  the  Bauer  Grocery 
Company,  of  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Fox  is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge, 
and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episcojial 
Church  South.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  has  several  times  served  as  Alderman 
from  the  First  Ward.  He  has  known  Murphys- 
boro since  it  was  a  small  hamlet  of  one  hundred 
inhabitants,  and  with  its  growth  and  upbuilding 
he  has   been   prominently  identified.     His  public 
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and  private  life  are  alike  above  reproach,  and  an 
honorable,  upright  career  has  won  him  the  warm 
regard  of  all  with  whom  business  or  social  rela- 
tions have  brought  him  in  contact. 

S    H.  KITCHEY,  the  publisher  of  the  Advocate 

J^      of  Du  Quoin,  who  is  recognized  as  one  of 

the  progressive  j'oung  men  of  Perr^-  County, 


is  numbered  among  the  native  sons  of  Illinois,  his 
birtii  having  occurred  in  Abingdon,  Knox  County, 
on  the  21st  of  November,  1861.  His  father,  S.  H. 
Ritchey,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  was  a  law- 
j^er  by  profession.  In  an  earlj'  day  he  emigrated 
to  this  state,  settling  in  Knox  County,  and  became 
a  prominent  man  in  the  early  historj'  of  that  com- 
munity. He  there  practiced  law  and  took  quite  a 
leading  part  in  politics,  being  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  principles  of  Democracy-.  He  held  the  office 
of  Postmaster  of  Abingdon,  and  was  also  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Nancy  Dodge,  and  is  a  native  of 
Indiana.  She  went  to  Knox  County-,  111.,  with  her 
mother,  her  father  having  died  during  her  early 
girlhood,  and  is  still  living  in  Abingdon. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  five  children,  but  three  of  the  number 
died  in  early  life.  Frank  L.,  the  only  brother,  is 
now  a  grocery  merchant  of  Abingdon.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Abingdon,  and 
received  his  education  in  tiie  public  schools  of  that 
place.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  entered  a 
newspaper  office  to  learn  the  business,  thus  taking 
up  the  pursuit  which  he  has  made  his  life  work. 
Soon  after  he  went  into  the  office  of  the  Knox 
County  Democrat^  of  which  his  brother  was  foreman 
at  the  time,  and  there  remained  for  two  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  became  thoroughly  familiar  with 
the  business  in  all  of  its  details.  Later  his  brother 
established  what  was  known  as  the  Abingdon  £"3;- 
presSi  and  E.  II.  Ritchey  continued  in  that  office 
for  eight  years.  Later  he  attended  school  for  a 
time,  and  experience,  observation  and  study  have 
proved  to  him  a  faitlifiil  teacher,  and  made  him  a 
well  informed  man.  The  next  work  of  Mr.  Ritchey 
was  in  the  office  of  the  Enterprise,  where  he  con- 
tinued for  three  years. 

In    1890,   our  subject  was  united  in    marriage 


with  Miss  Ida  Burridge,  a  native  of  New  York. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  Cleta, 
now  two  years  of  age.  The  parents  have  ftiready 
won  many  warm  friends  in  this  community  and 
rank  high  in  social  circles. 

On  leaving  Abingdon,  Mr.  Ritchey  went  to 
Manito,  Mason  County,  where  he  established  and 
carried  on  the  Manito  Express  for  two  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  he  sold  out.  and  in 
November,  1893,  came  to  Du  Quoin,  where  he  es- 
tablished W\e^  Advocate.  This  paper,  wliicli  is  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  is  devoted  to  general  and  local 
news  and  to  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 
It  is  already  enjoying  a  good  circulation,  and  a 
liberal  patronage  promises  to  be  obtained.  In  his 
social  relations,  Mr.  Ritchey  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and 
a  member  of  the  ^lodern  Woodmen.  He  also  be- 
longs to  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  a  Past 
Chancellor  of  that  lodge. 
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'f' AMES  D.  BAKER,  Warden  of  the  Southern 
Illinois  Penitentiary,  was  horn  in  New 
York  City.  March  16,  1854.  and  lived  there 
until  1868,  receiving  his  primary  education 
in  the  schools  of  that  cit3-.  His  parents  moved  to 
St.  Clair  Country,  111.,  in  1868,  and  here  he  re- 
mained engaged  in  clerking  and  teaching  school 
until  1874,  when  he  engaged  in  the  banking  busi- 
ness at  Lebanon,  III.  He  followed  that  occupation 
continuously  until  .Tanuary,  1894.  when  lie  with- 
drew from  that  line  of  business.  During  liis  resi- 
dence in  St.  Clair  County,  he  served  as  Township 
Treasurer,  School  Treasurer,  County  Treasurer  and 
Mayor  of  Lebanon. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  E. 
Baker,  natives  of  Ireland,  whose  family  comprised 
three  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  father  is  now 
a  merchant  in  Indian  Territory.  On  the  3d  of 
August,  1879,  Mr.  Baker  married  Miss  Ida  B. 
Blanck,  who  was  born  in  Lebanon,  111.,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  .lennie  E.  Blanck. 

In  religious  belief  Mr.  Baker  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church.  Politically  he  is  a  strong  Demo- 
crat, and  in  the  deliberations  of  that  party  always 
takes  a  prominent  part.  His  management  of  the 
penitentiary  has  been  most  successful,  and  his  fu- 
ture field  is  a  veiy  promising  one. 
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\|f^)RYCE  CRAWFORD,  formerly  a  prominent 
X^^  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Randolph  Coun- 
ty, now  resides  in  the  city  of  Sparta,  and 
devotes  his  attention  to  looking  after  his 
investments  there  and  elsewhere.  He  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  over  four  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this 
county,  twenty-seven  hundred  acres  in  Kansas, 
besides  valuable  town  property.  He  also  owns 
$1,080  worth  of  stock  in  the  gas  company  in  that 
place,  and  lias  a  large  sum  of  mone^'  to  his  credit 
in  the  bank. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  William  Crawford, 
who  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  about  1767, 
and  passed  the  remainder  of  his  life  in  his  native 
land,  dying  in  1842.  He  was  by  occupation  a  malt- 
ster, and  possessed  many  pleasant  personal  quali- 
ties, which  endeared  him  to  all  who  knew  him.  He 
was  a  thoroughly  Christian  man  and  a  member  of 
the  Presb3'terian  Church.  The  maiden  name  of 
our  subject's  mother  was  Helen  Beverige.  She 
was  likewise  a  native  of  the  above  county  in  Scot- 
land, and  when  quite  young  was  taken  into  the 
home  of  her  eldest  sister.  Her  father  was  a  sea- 
man. The  parents  of  our  subject  reared  a  family 
of  fourteen  children,  all  of  whom  lived  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood  with  one  exception.  They 
bear  the  respective  names  of  Andrew,  John,  Will- 
iam, David,  Robert,  George,  Henry,  James,  Pollen, 
Benjamin,  Br3-ce,  Jane,  Margaret  and  Mary  Ann. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  year  1815,  in  Ayr- 
shire, Scotland, and  resided  in  his  native  land  uir- 
til  1838,  when  he  embarked  on  a  sailing-vessel 
bound  for  America.  After  landing  here,  he  made 
his  way  to  this  state,  and  for  two  years  was  em- 
plo3'ed  in  working  out  by  the  day  on  railroads. 
Later  he  located  in  Sparta  Township,  and  became 
the  owner  of  a  quarter-section  of  land,  which  he 
farmed  for  thirt3'-five  years.  Patient  industry  and 
perseverance,  which  were  the  marked  characteris- 
tics of  his  life,  gave  him  an  impetus  upward  to  as- 
sured financial  success.  In  1875  he  removed  to 
tlie  city  of  Sparta,  and  since  that  time  has  been  en- 
gaged as  administrator  for  many  valuable  estates. 

July  10,  1840,  Mr.  Crawford  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Marion  Barr,  who  was  also  born  in 
Ayrshire,  Scotland.  She  was  the  daughter  of  An- 
drew and  Jane  Barr,  and  at  her  death,  which  oc- 


curred in  August,  1892,  was  a  devout  member  of 
j  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Her  union  with  our 
subject  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  children, 
namely:  William  D.,  Jane,  Nellie,  Andrew,  Mary, 
Margaret,  Marion  and  Andrew,  the  latter  of  whom 
died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  relations,  our  subject  has  alwa3'S 
been  a  stanch  Republican.  He  has  served  as  Treas- 
urer of  townshii>  5,  and  was  School  Treasurer  for 
a  period  of  thirteen  years.  Deeply  interested  in 
all  matters  pertaining  to  local  and  national  wel- 
fare, he  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a  helping  hand  in 
the  promotion  of  progressive  enterprises.  Relig- 
iously,he  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
with  which  he  has  been  connected  since  1840,  and 
has  served  his  congregation  as  Trustee  for  nearly 
two-thirds  of  the  time. 
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eONRAD  DP:HNER,  a  well  known  resident 
of  Red  Hud,  located  in  this  place  in  1859, 
and  has  since  been  numbered  among  its 
progressive  business  men.  The  record  of  his  life 
is  as  follows:  He  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  in 
that  country  passed  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth,  no  event  of  special  importance  occurring 
during  the  time.  In  1852  he  bade  adieu  to  home 
and  friends  and  sailed  for  America.  On  landing 
in  this  country  he  made  his  way  to  St.  Louis,  and 
in  that  cit^-  continued  to  reside  until  1859,  when 
he  came  to  Red  Bud.  Here  he  worked  at  various 
emploj-ments  until,  through  his  industry-  and  en- 
terprise, he  had  acquired  some  capital,  when  in 
1870  he  embarked  in  business  for  himself.  He 
has  since  bought  a  valuable  propertj',  on  which 
he  has  erected  a  good  building,  which  stands  as  a 
monument  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 

After  living  in  this  country  for  a  time,  Mr. 
Dehner  sent  for  his  mother  to  join  him.  She 
came  to  him,  and  acted  as  his  housekeeper  until 
her  death,  which  occurred  in  Red  Bud,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  sixt3--five  3'ears.  She  was  a  devout 
member  of   the   Catholic   Church,  and   had  many 
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warm  friends  in  this  communit}-,  who  held  her  in 
high  esteem  for  the  man}'  excellencies  of  her  char- 
acter. 

During  the  earlier  years  of  his  residence  here, 
Mr.  Dehner  labored  early  and  late,  and  as  the  result 
of  his  untiring  efforts  and  strict  economy,  he  ac- 
quired capital,  which  has  since  been  increased  by 
judicious  investment,  until  he  is  now  numbered 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 
His  example  ma}'  well  serve  to  encourage  others 
who,  like  himself,  start  out  in  life  empty-handed. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  but  has  al- 
ways steadily  refused  olBce.  Mr.  Dehner  has  many 
warm  friends  in  this  community,  and  has  the  con- 
fidence and  regard  of  those  with  whom  business 
and  social  relations  have  brought  him  in  contact. 
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ELIHU  B.  McGUIRE  is  the  efficient  and  pop- 
ular Mayor  of  Sparta,  and  a  man  whose 
business  ability  and  sterling  worth  have 
placed  him  among  the  leading  citizens  of  Ran- 
dolph County.  He  well  deserves  representation 
in  her  history,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we 
present  his  record  to  our  readers.  The  family  is 
of  Irish  origin.  His  grandfather,  John  McGuire, 
was  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  on  leaving  that 
country  located  in  South  Carolina.  He  served  in 
the  War  of  1812. 

Henry  L.  McGuire,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1805  in  the  Chester  District  of  South  Car- 
olina, where  he  lived  until  1832.  Thence,  with 
only  fifty  cents  in  his  possession,  he  started  north, 
and  arriving  in  Illinois,  located  in  AV'ashington 
County.  In  1866  he  came  to  Sparta,  where  his 
death  occurred  in  1875.  By  occupation  a  farmer, 
he  entered  a  small  tract  of  land  in  Washington 
County,  and  to  this  he  added  from  time  to  time 
as  his  financial  resources  were  increased,  until  he 
had  about  five  huudi-ed  acres.  On  removing  to 
Sparta,  he  purchased  a  house  and  lot  and  retired 
from  active  business.  In  politics  he  was  a  Repub- 
lican, and  for  a  long  period  was  a  member  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  served 


as  Elder  for  a  number  of  years.  Later,  however, 
he  joined  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
school  privileges  were  very  limited,  yet  he  became 
well  informed,  for  he  read  extensively,  and  in  bus- 
iness acquired  a  good  commercial  education. 

Henry  McGuire  was  twice  married.  He  wedded 
Eliza  Campbell,  bj-  whom  he  had  three  children: 
,Tane  Matilda,  wife  of  Hugh  Matthews,  a  success- 
ful farmer  of  Jordan's  Grove;  Nancy  T.,  wife  of 
S.  W.  McKclve}-,  who  is  represented  elsewhere; 
and  Eliza,  deceased.  His  first  wife  having  died, 
in  1837  Mr.  McGuire  wedded  Mary  Lyons,  who 
was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  August  1, 
1803,  and  when  two  years  of  age  was  brought  to 
America  by  her  father,  James  L3'ons,  also  a  native 
of  County  Antrim.  In  1805,  Mr.  Lyons  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  South  Carolina.  While  cross- 
ing the  Atlantic,  one  of  the  children,  a  babe  of 
six  months,  died.  In  1833  the  family  removed 
to  southern  Illinois,  settling  on  Elkhorn  Prairie. 
Their  nearest  trading  post  was  Sparta,  fourteen 
miles  awa3\  Mrs.  McGuire  was  the  eldest  of  a 
large  family.  She  was  full  of  energy  and  deter- 
mination, was  industrious,  frugal  and  hopeful, 
and  was  a  worthy  example  for  the  early  settlers. 
She  had  six  children,  but  only  John  and  Elihu 
survive  her.  She  also  leaves  two  brothers  and  a 
sister:  John  R.,  of  Marissa;  Robert,  of  Houston; 
and  Mrs.  Jeff  Rainey,  of  Belleville. 

To  those  who  knew  Mrs.  McGuire  best  slie  was 
very  dear,  and  no  death  in  this  community  li.as 
been  more  widely  or  deepl}-  mourned.  She  brought 
happiness  to  those  around  her,  for  her  life  was 
ever  devoted  to  the  interests  of  others.  From 
early  j'outh  she  was  a  member  of  the  church, 
but  for  many  years  she  was  unable  to  attend 
services,  j^et  she  always  maintained  her  deep  in- 
terest in  religious  matters.  In  her  last  years  she 
many  times  expressed  herself  as  ready  and  will- 
ing to  go  to  tlie  home  beyond,  and  on  the  20th 
of  September,  1893,  she  passed  awa}',  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  ninet}'  years.  Surely  the  world  is 
better  for  her  having  lived. 

Elihu    B.   JIcGuire    was    born    in    Washington 

County,  ni.,  in    1844,  and   with  the  family  came 

to    Randolph    County.     He    continued    with    his 

"parents  until  separated  from  tliem  by  death,  car- 
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ing  for  them  in  their  declining  years  and  supply- 
ing them  with  all  the  comforts  he  could  command. 
His  business  interests  have  been  largely  in  the  line 
of  land  speculating,  although  for  a  number  of 
j-ears  he  was  engaged  in  the  breeding  of  horses 
and  mules  with  Mr.  McConachie.  He  is  President 
of  the  Jlerchants'  Exchange  Bank,  which  was  or- 
ganized in  18!)2,  with  a  capital  of  ii'2.'),000.  He  is 
a  stockholder  in  the  building  and  loan  association, 
a  Director  of  the  Sparta  Gas  Company,  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  Allen  Improvement  Company. 
He  is  indeed  prominent  in  business  circles,  and  by 
his  connection  therewith  has  aided  materially  in 
the  growth  and  upbuilding  of  the  cit^'. 

In  politics,  Mr.  McGuire  is  a  Democrat,  and  in 
1888  was  elected  Chairman  of  the  Central  Com- 
mittee. In  1893,  he  was  elected  Maj'or  of  Sparta, 
which  position  he  is  now  creditably  and  acceptably 
filling.  His  philanthropic  and  generous  nature  has 
been  made  manifest  in  the  aid  lie  has  given  to 
a  number  of  homeless  children  toward  securing 
their  educations.  His  life  has  been  well  and 
worthily  passed,  and  he  is  numbered  among  the 
most  valued  and  honored  citizens  of  Randolph 
Count}'. 

^^^^^P • 


JOHN  B.  HAMILTON  occupies  an  important 
place  in  the  fanning-  community  of  Ran- 
dolph County  and  is  active  in  advancing 
the  agricultural  interests  of  township  4, 
range  5.  Ilis  father,  John  Hamilton,  was  a  native 
of  Ireland,  while  his  mother,  who  prior  to  her 
marriage  was  Miss  Isabel  Bo^-d,  w.as  born  in 
Ohio.  They  were  married  in  the  latter  state, 
tiiere  reared  a  large  family  of  thirteen  children, 
and  there  remained  until  death.  They  were  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  and  stood 
well  iu  their  community. 

The  five  children  who  are  now  living  of  the 
parental  family  are,  John  B.  (our  subject),  Thomas, 
Johnston,  Margaret  and  Jane.  Alexander  died 
while  a  soldier  in  the  Civil  War,  in  which  conflict 
the  three  other  sons  also  took  part.  John  B.,  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio, 
in  1839,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  began  to 


make  his  own  wa}'  in  the  world.  He  came  to  Illi- 
nois six  years  prior  to  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  and  after  spending  some  time  in  Hlooming- 
ton  made  a  trip  to  Texas,  and  on  his  return  located 
in  Randolph  Countj'. 

In  August,  1862,  our  subject  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  becoming  a  member  of  Company  G, 
Eightieth  Illinois  Infantry,  which  was  organized  at 
Centralia.  With  his  compau}'  he  joined  the  regi- 
ment at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  later  participated  in 
the  battle  of  Perryville.  He  was  in  the  Atlanta 
campaign,  and  during  the  conflict  at  Peach  Tree 
Creek  was  shot  through  the  right  leg,  and  in  con- 
sequence was  confined  in  the  hospital  for  some 
time  at  Nashville.  Later  he  was  removed  to  Mound 
City,  111.,  where  he  remained  until  he  was  fullj' 
recovered,  and  then  rejoining  his  regiment  at  Straw- 
berr}'  Plain,  Tenn.,  he  went  with  them  to  Green- 
ville, that  state.  On  his  return  to  Nashville  some 
months  later,  he  received  his  honorable  discharge, 
after  a  faithful  service  of  three  years. 

After  the  establishment  of  peace,  Mr.  Hamilton 
came  to  Randolph  County,  where  he  has  since 
been  engaged  in  farming.  October  1,  1868,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  M.,  daughter  of  Stewart 
and  Sarah  (Gillespie)  Burns.  The  father  was  born 
June  22,  1793,  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and 
the  mother,  a  native  of  Chester  County,  S.  C,  was 
born  August  3,  1802.  They  were  married  March 
7,  1820,  iu  South  C.irolina,  and  on  coming  to  Illi- 
nois in  1830,  located  on  a  farm  in  Randolph 
County,  when  the  country  roundabout  was  very 
sparsely  settled.  The  father  departed  this  life  in 
the  year  1865,  and  the  mother  in  the  year  1890. 
They  reared  a  family  of  twelve  children,  ten 
of  whom  are  living,  the  youngest  being  forty- 
five  yeai-s  old.  Three  of  their  sons,  James  G., 
David  P.  and  William  G., served  in  the  late  war,  and 
the  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Burns  were  members  of  the  Associate  Re- 
formed Church  and  weie  classed  among  the  earliest 
settlers  and  well-to-do  people  of  this  locality. 

Mrs.  Sarah  il.  Hamilton  was  born  April  19,  1841, 
and  has  become  the  mother  of  two  children, 
Sarah  Etta,  now  the  wife  of  William  II.  Fulton,  and 
William  John,  who  resides  at  home.  The  estate 
of  our  subject  comprises  eighty-six  acres,  which  is 
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the  old  Burns  homestead,  and  the  house  which 
the  family  occupies  was  built  flftj'-one  years  ago. 
He  devotes  his  attention  to  mixed  farming,  and  in 
the  management  of  his  affairs  shows  that  he  is  j 
possessed  of  good  business  talent,  and  at  the  same  ■ 
time  has  proved  himself  invaluable  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  his  township.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Tilden,  and  Mrs.  Hamilton  is  an  active  worker  in 
the  missionary  society,  in  which  she  has  held  the 
ofllce  of  President  for  two  terms.  In  politics  Mr. 
Hamilton  always  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 

The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs.  Hamilton  are, 
Eliza  F.,  now  Mrs.  John  McDill;  James  G.,  who 
married  Mary  M.  p]dgar;  Samuel,  who  married 
Nancy  Cooper;  Nancy  L.,  the  wife  of  William  B. 
Taj^lor;  Joseph,  who  married  Mary  Lewis;  John  S., 
now  the  husband  of  Hannah  McMillen;  Archie^ 
who  married  Mary  B.  Hyndman;  David  P.,  who 
married  Jane  Roseborough;  and  William  G.,  who 
married  Josephine  Tovera. 

The  Burns  family  holds  a  reunion  every  year, 
and  their  sixth  annual  celebration  took  place  at 
the  residence  of  our  subject  October  14,  1893, 
when  a  goodly  number  of  the  family  were  in  at- 
tendance. A  double  interest  was  attached  to  the 
meeting,  inasmuch  as  it  was  the  twenty-fifth  anni- 
versary of  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hamilton. 
After  an  excellent  and  bountiful  dinner,  James  G. 
Burns,  in  behalf  of  the  donors,  tendered  numerous 
valuable  wedding  gifts  to  the  couple,  who  in  re- 
turn responded  in  a  pleasant  manner.  After  a 
most  enjoyable  time  the  company  adjourned,  de- 
ciding to  meet  the  following  year  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  Hamilton. 


=^OBERT  BOYD  is  the  fortunate  possessor 
<(  of  a  farm  located  in  township  4,  range  5. 
All  Randolph  County'.  He  won  considerable 
\^  distinction  as  a  soldier,  having  served  for 
two  years  as  a  member  of  the  Union  army.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  Samuel  L.  and  Jane  (Gibson) 
Boyd,  were  natives  of  South  Carolina,  while  his 
paternal  grandfather,  Samuel  Boyd,  Sr.,  was  born 
in  Ireland  in  1777.     The   latter,  after   emigrating 


to  the  United  States,  was  married  in  South  Caro- 
lina to  Nancy  Boyd,  and  came  to  Hlinois  about 
the  year  182.5,  locating  on  section  17,  township  4, 
range  5.  In  that  early  day  the  country  was  ver3' 
thinly  settled,  and  not  an  improvement  detracted 
from  the  primitive  charm  of  his  home.  With 
characterisLic  energy  he  set  about  the  clearing 
and  improving  of  his  estate,  on  which  he  reared 
his  family, and  there  lived  until  his  decease.  Only 
one  son  of  that  family  is  now  living,  John  S., 
who  makes  his  home  in  Kansas. 

The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Robert 
Gibson,  came  to  this  state  in  an  early  da3',  and  made 
his  home  in  Washington  County  at  a  time  when 
the  neighbors  were  few  and  far  between.  There 
he  was  married  and  there  he  made  his  permanent 
home.  Both  himself  and  wife  are  now  deceased. 
They  reared  a  family  of  niue  children,  of  whom 
John  is  deceased.  Those  living  are  Mar}',  Rob- 
ert, Nancy,  James,  Jane  (the  mother  of  our  sulj- 
ject),  Samuel,  William  and  Margaret. 

Our  subject  was  born  November  7,  1843,  on  the 
section  where  he  is  at  present  residing,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  district  school  near  his  home. 
In  December,  1863,  when  the  Civil  War  was  at  its 
height,  he  left  home  and  enlisted  his  services  with 
the  Union  array,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
K,  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry.  He  joined  his  regiment 
at  Vicksburg,  and  later  fought  on  the  Yazoo  River 
under  General  Custer,  and  after  that  was  stationed 
at  Vicksburg  until  the  following  summer.  Then, 
with  his  regiment,  he  went  into  Tennessee,  where 
they  were  engaged  in  fighting  General  Forrest, 
and  after  routing  that  officer  went  to  Memphis, 
and  later  to  Texas,  where  they  were  detailed  to 
skirmish.  He  received  his  honorable  discharge 
in  the  fall  of  1866,  and  during  his  entire  period 
of  service  was  never   wounded  or  taken  prisoner. 

Returning  home  from  the  war,  Mr.  Boyd  in  the 
spring  of  1866  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Marion  Bicket.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  this  coun- 
tj'  and  the  daughter  of  John  Bicket.  She  became 
the  mother  of  six  children,  and  departed  this  life 
in  1880.  Those  of  the  family'  who  are  still  liv- 
ing are,  Mary  J.,  Maggie  B.,  John  H.,  Samuel  L. 
and  Robert  E. 

Our  subject  had  a   brother  who  was  also  a  sol- 
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dier  in  the  late  war,  and  who  died  in  1864, 
while  in  the  array.  Religiously,  Mr.  Boyd  is 
.1  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Churoli. 
Socially-,  he  is  a  Grand  Array  man,  and  holds 
membership  with  tlie  post  at  Coulterville.  In  poli- 
tics he  always  voles  witii  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  h.is  been  quite  active  in  public  affairs  in  his 
township,  and  has  been  elected  School  Director 
of  District  No.  3. 


_,,.,  NDREW  BURNETT,  of  Baldwin,  is  one  of 
(©/^i  the  honored  pioneers  of  Kandolph  Coun- 
4)  ty,  who  since  an  early  daj'  has  been  fa- 
miliar with  the  history  of  this  community, 
has  watched  its  growtli  and  upbuilding  and  has 
aided  in  the  work  of  progress  and  development. 
Hfi  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of 
the  community,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we 
present  this  record  of  his  life  to  our  readers.  He 
is  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  a  son  of  An- 
drew and  Ann  (Wilson)  Burnett,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  Countj-  Tyrone,  Ireland,  where  they 
grew  to  mature  years  and  were  married.  When  our 
subject  was  a  child  of  onlj'  two  3'ears,  they  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  their  farail}'  to  America,  and  lo- 
cated in  the  Abbey  ville  District  of  South  Carolina, 
where  they  spent  sixteen  ye.ars.  On  the  expiration 
of  that  period  they  came  to  Itandolph  County,  in 
the  autumn  of  1840.  They  had  a  family  of  seven 
sons  who  grew  to  manhood,  namely:  James, 
William,  Alexander,  .John,  Francis,  Andrew  and 
Wilson. 

Andrew  Burnett  passed  most  of  his  boyhood  in 
South  Carolina,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteen  he  em- 
igrated westward,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Ran- 
dolpii  County,  111.,  where  he  embarked  in  farming 
on  his  own  account.  He  managed  the  affairs  of 
his  father's  famil}',  and  in  his  control  of  the  same 
displaced  more  than  average  ability.  In  1844,  he 
entered  a  tract  of  wild  land  from  the  Govern- 
ment, and  with  characteristic  energy  began  its 
development,  transforming  the  raw  tract  into 
richly  cultivated  fields.  As  his  financial  resources 
increased,  he  added  to  it  from  time  to  time,  until 


he  now  owns  nearly  six  hundred  acres  of  valuable 
land,  which  yields  to  him  a  handsome  income,  and 
he  is  now  numbered  among  liandolpli  Coiint3''s  sub- 
stantial agriculturists.  June  2,  1853,  Mr.  Burnett 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Rhoda  Preston, 
daughterof  Daniel  Preston.  They  have  become  the 
parents  of  a  familj' of  six  children,  namely:  Daniel 
F.;  W.  J.,  now  a  resident  of  Ottumwa,  Iowa; 
Andrew  W.;  Robert  A.;  James  P.,  now  a  resident 
of  St.  Louis;  and  C.  C,  who  completes  the  family. 
The  Burnetts  are  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
this  locality,  where  they  have  so  long  resided,  and 
in  social  circles  holds  an  enviable  position. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Burnett  is  a  Democrat, 
but  has  never  had  time  or  inclination  for  public 
office,  preferring  to  devote  his  energies  to  his  busi- 
ness interests.  He  has  been  an  industrious  and 
hai'd- working  man,  and  his  labors  have  been  re- 
warded bj'  a  comfortable  competence.  He  now  has 
a  beautiful  home  and  a  valuable  farm,  and  in  his  de- 
clining years  is  surrounded,  not  only  with  the  ne- 
cessaries, but  with  man3'  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  He 
has  reared  a  familj'  of  children  who  are  a  credit  to 
him,  and  his  career  has  been  one  which  has  gained 
him  hitch  regard. 


ylLLIAM  H.  CAMPBELL.  Among  the  men 
who  are  activelj-  advancing  the  stock- 
raising  interests  of  Illinois  stands  our 
subject,  who  occupies  a  leading  position  among 
the  farmers  and  stock  growers  of  Evansville  Pre- 
cinct. He  has  horses,  cattle  and  hogs  of  standard 
grade  that  are  as  fine  as  any  to  be  found  in  the 
state.  His  beautiful  estate  consists  of  two  hundred 
acres  and  is  located  on  section  17.  He  w.as  born 
a  half-mile  from  where  he  now  lives,  August  12, 
1845. 

Samuel  and  Nancy  (Glasgow)  Campbell,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  South  Car- 
olina, and  in  company  with  the  McHride  and 
Crozier  families,  came  to  Randolph  County  in  an 
early  da}-.  They  died  in  Evansville  Precinct,  the 
father  in  1856,  and  the  mother  twentv  years  later. 
The  former  was  an  inlluenlial  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  while  his  good  wife   was  a  mem- 
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ber  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They 
reared  a  family  of  five  sons  and  three  daughters, 
of  whom  William  H.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  only  one 
living.  He  was  reared  in  this  precinct,  and  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  district  schools  during 
the  winter  seasons.  His  father  dying  when  he  was 
quite  j'oung,  he  was  obliged  to  aid  in  the  main- 
tenance of  the  family,  and  thus  learned  to  carry 
on  an  estate  in  the  best  possible  manner. 

Mr.  Campbell  and  Miss  Pauline  Schuline.  a  na- 
tive of  New  York,  were  united  in  marriage  Feb- 
ruary 16,  1874.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Campbell 
were  early  settlers  in  this  countj',  where  they  were 
prominent  and  wealthy  farmers.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  have  been  born  the  following  five 
children:  Mary  C,  Albert  J.,  William  H.,  Anna 
V.  and  Agatha  E. 

Mr.  Campbell  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Seymour,  and  voted  with  the  Democratic  party 
until  1892,  when  he  joined  the  People's  party. 
With  his  family,  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church  since  1887.  He  has  taken  a 
prominent  part  in  educational  matters,  and  has 
been  School  Director.  He  is  now  serving  as  Trus- 
tee of  his  township.  A  part  of  the  farm  which  he 
owns  was  included  in  the  old  homestead,  which  he 
purchased  from  his  mother  in  1878.  It  is  beauti- 
fully located  about  two  and  one-half  miles  east 
of  Evansville,  and  from  its  cultivation  he  reaps  a 
handsome  income. 


^-- 


=+ 


AVID  McCONACHIE,  a  leading  business 
man  of  Sparta,  is  also  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  sixteen  acres  of  land  in 
Randolph  Count}-,  which  valuable  prop- 
erty has  been  acquired  through  his  indomitable 
interest  and  good  management.  He  is  also  largely 
engaged  in  shipping  stock,  and  a  man  of  en- 
terprise, he  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  devel- 
opment of  this  county,  and  has  been  a  prominent 
factor  in  the  promotion  of  various  important 
matters. 

David  McConachie,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1800,  and 


emigrated  to  America  in  1848,  landing  in  New  Or 
leans.     Thence  he  made  his  way  up  the  Mississippi 
River  and  lived  for  some  time  in  Chester,  but  later 
moved  on  a  farm  five  miles  south  of  Sparta,  where 
he  resided  until  a  few  years  prior  to  his  decease.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  while  living    ,_ 
in  Sparta  in  188^'    He  had  received  a  good  Eng-      ; 
lish  education,  and    on  coming  to   America  had 
sufficient  means  to   purchase  a  quarter-section  of 
land.     He    was   a   member   of    the    Convenanter 
Church  in   bis  native  land,  and  when  he  died,  in 
1885,  it  was  felt  by  all  who  knew  him  that  a  good 
man  had  gone  to  his  final  reward.     The  paternal     / 
grandfather   of  our  subject,  David    McConachie, 
also  a  native  of  County  Antrim,  was  a  prosperous 
farmer,  and  lived   to   the   advanced   age  of    one 
hundred  and  eight  j-ears. 

Mrs.  Violet  (Hunter)  McConachie,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
in  1816,  and  was  one  in  a  family  of  six  children, 
whose  parents  lived  and  died  in  the  Emerald  Isle. 
Eleven  children  were  included  in  the  parental 
family  of  our  subject,  namel}':  John  H.,  David  (of 
this  sketch),  Violet  H.,  Robert  C,  Eliza  Jane, 
William  A.,  Jennie,  Alexander,  Ann,  Thomas  and 
James.  His  first  wife  having  died,  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  married  in  1881  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
HoUiday,  who  departed  this  life  in  April,  1893. 

David  McConachie,  who  was  born  February  11, 
1834,  in  Count}'  Antrim,  Ireland,  accompanied  his 
parents  at  the  time  of  their  emigration  to  America, 
and  remained  at  home  until  1852.  He  had  been 
given  a  good  common-school  education,  and  when 
reaching  his  eighteenth  year  began  to  earn  his 
own  money  by  working  out  on  farms.  He  was 
thus  employed  only  for  a  twelvemonth,  when  he 
rented  and  cultivated  land  on  his  own  account. 
In  addition  to  tilling  the  soil,  he  operated  a  thresh- 
ing machine  until  1861,  and  in  that  year,  the  Civil 
War  being  in  progress,  he  bought  and  sold  Gov- 
ernment cattle,  horses  and  mules.  Mr.  McCona- 
chie was  thus  emploj'ed  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
when  he  engaged  in  the  mercantile  business  in 
company  with  his  father-in-law,  A.  P.  Foster, 
which  connection  lasted  for  two  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  our  subject  again  began  dealing 
in  stock,  this  time  shipping  mules  to  Mississippi, 
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in  which  branch  of  business  he  has  been  engaged 
for  the  past  twenty-five  years. 

Tlie  lady  who  became  tlie  wife  of  our  subject 
April  22,  1862,  was  Miss  Eliza  Foster,  a  native  of 
this  county.  She  is  a  well  educated  lad}'  and  the 
daughter  of  A.  P.  and  Mary  (Crawford)  Foster, 
the  former  of  whom  came  to  this  section  as  early 
as  1832  from  South  Carolina.  Ilis  first  location 
was  made  on  a  farm  ten  miles  south  of  Sparta, 
which  he  continued  to  operate  until  1846,  when 
he  removed  to  Preston  and  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  for  one  summer.  Later  he  be- 
came identified  with  the  business  interests  of  Ches- 
ter, forming  a  partnership  with  Alexander  Beard. 
In  the  year  1851,  however,  he  returned  to  his 
farm,  and  after  two  years  spent  there,  Mr.  Foster 
went  again  to  Chester  and  operated  a  general 
store  until  1854.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Sparta, 
and  here  made  his  home  until  1869,  whence  he 
went  to  Shiloh.  Later,  he  made  his  home  in  Oak- 
dale,  and  on  returning  to  Sparta  departed  this 
life,  February  11,  1871.  In  early  life  a  Democrat, 
he  later  voted  with  the  Republican  party,  and  was 
a  man  who  kept  himself  thoroughly'  posted  on  the 
issues  of  the  hour.  He  served  as  Count}'  Judge 
of  Randolph  County  in  1848,  and  was  a  popular 
and  gifted  man.  He  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  and  aided  greatly  in  the 
spread  of  the  Gospel  in  this  section.  The  pater- 
nal gr.indparents  of  Mrs.  McConachie  were  James 
and  Ann  (Morrow)  Foster,  natives  of  Ireland  and 
the  United  States,  respectively.  The  former  on 
coming  to  the  United  States  with  his  family  made 
his  home  in  South  Carolina. 

Of  the  three  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  we  make  the  following  mention:  Lauros 
G.  is  engaged  as  a  teacher  in  the  Rugby  school  in 
Philadelphia.  He  is  a  finely  educated  young 
man,  is  a  graduate  of  Knox  College  at  Galesburg, 
and  has  been  a  student  in  the  Pennsylvania  Uni- 
versity,also  in  the  Johns  HopkinsUniversity.  Will- 
iam E.,  the  second  son  of  our  subject,  is  engaged 
in  business  in  Sparta,  and  Mary  V.,  who  is  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Sparta  High  School,  remains  at  home 
with  her  parents. 

While  his  private  affairs  naturally  receive  the 
major  part  of  his  time  and  attention,  yet  Mr.  Mc- 


Conachie is  interested  in  public  afifairs  and  in  prin- 
ciple and  belief  is  a  RepubHcan.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
is  foremost  in  aiding  religious  and  benevolent 
enterprises. 


'>''  OHN  DAUER,  whose  sketch  we  now  have 
the  pleasure  of  presenting,  is  a  German  by 
birth,  having  been  born  in  Bremen,  Ger- 
many, in  1830.  He  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Robe  (Storey)  Dauer,  and  grew  to  man's  estate  in 
his  native  country,  where  he  learned  to  cultivate 
the  soil  and  acquired  the  princii)les  of  successful 
farming.  His  education  was  limited,  but  natural 
ability  and  fondness  for  knowledge  more  than 
atoned  for  the  lack  of  what  is  commonly  called 
"schooling." 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  likewise  natives 
of  Germany,  where  they  died,  the  father  in  1849, 
and  the  mother  in  1834.  John  Dauer  was  a  farmer 
and  shoemaker,  and  was  twice  married,  the  mother 
of  our  subject  being  his  first  wife.  Only  two  chil- 
dren of  this  marriage  are  living:  Peter,  and  John, 
of  this  sketch.  The  latter  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1852,  and  after  remaining  for  a  time  in 
Maryland,  went  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he  spent 
a  few  days,  and  from  there  journej-ed  to  Ohio,  later 
to  Kentucky,  and  finall}'  made  a  permanent  settle- 
ment in  Illinois,  arriving  in  Randolph  County  in 
1855.  Here  he  was  variously  engaged,  working 
by  the  daj'  and  month  for  about  three  years,  when 
he  located  on  a  forty-acre  tract  of  land,  and  has 
since  followed  farming. 

Miss  Margaret  Meyeroth  and  .lolin  Dauer  were 
united  in  marriage  September  21, 1858.  The  lady 
was  born  in  Germany,  and  the  six  children  of 
which  she  became  the  mother  are,  Frederick  G., 
Andrew  T.,  August  J.,  Dora  B.,  Magdalena  M.  and 
Theodore  II.  Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Dauer 
located  upon  the  tract  above  mentioned,  where  he 
resided  for  thirteen  3'ears,  and  then  disposing  of 
his  forty  acres,  purchased  the  quarter-section  where 
he  now  makes  his  home,  and  which  is  located  in 
township  5,  range  6.     He  has  made  this  place  hia 
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home  since  1870.  Like  most  of  the  early  settlers, 
he  was  obliged  to  put  up  with  numerous  incon- 
veniences, but  finally  made  good  headway,  and  has 
rapidly  gained  a  competence  and  many  friends. 
He  and  his  wife  are  sincere  Christian  people,  and 
the  German  Lutheran  Church  has  in  them  two 
of  its  best  members.  Our  subject  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  casting  his  first  ballot  for  Abraham 
Lincoln. 


11^  ENRY  HITZSMANN.  Randolph  County  is 
greatly  indebted  for  its  present  wealth  and 
high  standing  to  the  sturdy,  intelligent  and 
enterprising  tillers  of  the  soil  who  came 
from  Germany,  and  who  have  been  instrumental 
in  developing  the  vast  agricultural  resources  of 
their  adopted  state.  As  a  worthy  member  of  the 
farming  community  who  have  contributed  toward 
its  material  advancement,  it  gives  us  pleasure  to 
present  Mr.  Hitzsmann  in  this  volume.  He  has 
long  been  associated  with  the  agricultural  interests 
of  township  4,  range  8,  where  he  has  built  a  com- 
fortable home,  and  owns  a  valuable  estate  of  four 
hundred  and  thirty  acres. 

The  birth  of  our  subject  occurred  January  4, 
1839,  in  Furstentuhm,  Schaumburg-Lippe,  Bucke- 
burg,  Germany,  where  also  his  parents,  Fred  and 
Wilhelmena  (Meyer)  Hitzsmann,  were  born,  the 
father  in  1811,  and  the  mother  in  1810.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Fred  Hitzsmann  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1858,  and  after  locating  in  Randolph 
County,  the  father,  who  was  a  poor  man,  rented 
land,  which  he  operated  four  years.  Being  a  hard 
worker  ancja  good  financier,  he  managed  to  save 
enough  of  his  earnings  to  purchase  land,  and  at 
the  date  of  his  death,  December  29,  1877,  he  was 
proprietor  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 
good  land,  located  on  Horse  Prairie.  His  wife, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  reared  a  family  of  seven 
children,  and  is  still  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  good  edu- 
cation in  Germany,  and  was  a  lad  of  seventeen 
years  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  determining 
to  make  a  fortune  for  himself  in  the  New  World. 
This  was  one  year  previous  to  the  emigration  of 


his  parents,  and  it  was  through  him  that  they  lo- 
cated in  this  county.  He  has  always  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  that  he  has  met  with 
good  fortune  in  the  prosecution  of  his  calling  is 
made  sure  when  we  announce  that  he  is  the  pro- 
prietor of  four  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land, 
and  is  one  of  the  solid  men  of  his  township. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hitzsmann  with  Miss  Wil- 
helmena Wiebke  occurred  December  18,  1862. 
Mrs.  Hitzsmann  was  born  in  Randolph  County,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Fred  and  Wilhelmena  (Schrieber) 
Wiebke.  Of  the  ten  children  of  which  she  became 
the  mother,  only  six  are  living,  namelj':  Ernest, 
Henrj',  William,  Charles;  Wilhelmena,  Mrs.  Charles 
Fair;  and  Lena,  the  wife  of  Rudolph  Attman. 
The  Democratic  part3'  ever  finds  in  our  subject  a 
faithful  supporter.  He  is  a  thoroughly  upright, 
honest  man,  alwaj'S  dealing  fairly  and  squarely 
by  all,  and  his  estimable  character  has  given  him  a 
high  place  among  his  fellow-townsmen.  He  and 
his  good  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  heartily  aid  in  its  every  good  work. 

f5=^RITZ  MEINEKE.     Among  the  citizens  of 

PSj  foreign  birth  who  have  contributed  their 
quota  toward  the  development  of  their 
adopted  land,  and  who  by  patience  and  persever- 
ance have  made  America  what  it  is,  may  be  prop- 
erly mentioned  this  gentleman,  who  is  well  known 
for  his  integrity  as  a  citizen.  He  is  an  active 
farmer,  making  his  home  in  township  5,  range  7, 
Randolph  County,  where  he  is  carrying  on  opera- 
tions with  more  than  ordinary  thrift  and  sagacity. 
He  owns  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres  of  land, 
which  is  considered  one  of  the  model  farms  of  the 
township. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  who  were  also  na- 
tives of  the  Fatherland,  were  Christopher  and 
Fredreka  (Nasstedt)  Meineke.  They  reared  a 
farail}'  of  ten  children,  and  spent  their  entire 
lives  in  their  native  land.  Fritz,  of  this  sketch, 
received  his  education  in  the  Old  Country,  where 
his  birtli  occurred  June  19,  1830.  He  remained 
there  until  1869,  when,  having  heard  glowing  ac- 
counts of  the  New  World,  he  decided  to  tr}'  his 
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fortunes  in  America,  and  came  liither  in  1869. 
Finding  his  way  to  Itandolpb  County,  be  located 
in  Ellis  Grove,  where  he  worked  out  by  tlie  day 
for  four  3'ears.  Then  finding  himself  able  to  rent 
land,  he  operated  a  farm  near  Ellis  Grove  for  a 
year,  and  then  moved  to  Evansville  Precinct, 
where  he  was  similarly  eniplo^'ed  and  rented  prop- 
erty for  two  years. 

At  the  time  of  locating  on  iiis  present  propertj', 
it  contained  but  ninety-six  acres,  and  Mr.  Meineke 
worked  hard  to  place  the  land  under  cultivation 
and  clear  the  sixty-six  acres  wiiich  were  in  a  wild 
state.  He  erected  as  good  buildings  on  the  place 
as  circumstances  would  allow,  added  to  iiis  acreage, 
and  at  tlie  present  time  everytliing  on  the  farm 
betokens  the  industry'  and  thrift  of  tlie  owner. 

Miss  Minnie  Hopfe,  also  a  native  of  Germany, 
became  the  wife  of  our  subject  in  1855.  She  ac- 
companied her  husband  in  his  trip  to  the  United 
States,  and  by  her  union  has  become  the  mother  of 
three  children:  Fritz,  William  and  Minnie  (now 
Mrs.  William  Riclvuagle).  She  is  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  with  which 
denomination  Mr.  Meineke  is  also  connected.  In 
political  affairs  he  always  casts  his  vote  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  has  held  the  ofBce  of  School 
Director  for  many  j-ears,  and  is  an  incumbent  of 
that  position  at  the  present  time. 


=*++***-5"5^ 


J'lOHN  H.  WILSON,  who  is  now  living  a  re- 
tired life  in  Columbia,  Monroe  County,  was 
born  in  this  county  August  8,  1819,  and  is 
a  representative  of  one  of  its  honored  pio- 
neer families.  His  father,  William  AVilson,  was 
born  in  Washington  County  ,  Ky.,  and  when  about 
five  years  old  was  brought  to  this  place  by  Mrs. 
Tolbott.  Here  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  after  ar- 
riving at  mature  years  he  entered  from  the  Gov- 
ernment large  tracts  of  land.  He  married  Ma- 
tilda Wallace,  and  tlien  located  on  a  farm  a  mile 
from  Columbia,  where  in  the  midst  of  the  forest 
he  hewed  out  a  good  home,  transforming  wild, 
unimproved  land  into  rich  and  fertile  fields.  This 
worthy  coufile  became  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  reached  manhood  and  womanhood, 
while  four  are  yet  living,  namely:  Catherine,  wife 


of  John  S.  Morgan,  who  resides  near  Columbia; 
Deborah, of  Monroe  County;  George  and  John  H., 

both  of  Columbia. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  farm  our  subject  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  in  the 
subscription  schools  acquired  his  education.  When 
about  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  Sheriff  of  the  count}',  and  so  well  did  he 
fill  the  position  that  in  181G  he  was  elected  Sheriff 
for  a  term  of  two  years.  He  proved  a  capable 
officer, discharging  his  duties  with  promptness  and 
fidelity.  In  1848  he  was  again  elected  to  the 
same  office,  and  in  1851  was  re-elected,  filling  the 
position  for  a  term  of  eight  years.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Constitutional  Convention  which  in 
1870  framed  tlie  present  constitution  of  the  state, 
and  served  on  the  finance  and  other  important 
committees. 

In  May,  1844,  Mr.  Wilson  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Sarah,  daughter  of  Edward  T.  Morgan, 
a  native  of  Kentucky',  and  one  of  the  earl}' settlers 
of  Monroe  County.  TJie  lad}-  was  born  and  reared 
near  Columbia,  and  after  tlieir  marriage  the  3'oung 
couple  located  on  a  farm  two  miles  and  a-half  from 
this  place.  After  two  3'ears  they  came  to  the  town, 
and  Mr.  Wilson  embarked  in  general  merchandising 
under  the  firm  name  of  AVilson  &  AVinel.  This 
partnership  continued  for  four  years,  when  Mr. 
Wilson  formed  a  partnership  with  L.  Warnock, 
and  purchased  the  Columbia  Star  IMills.  He  fol- 
lowed milling  for  about  four  years,  when  he  sold 
his  interest  to  Ernest  Gross,  and  resumed  agricult- 
ural |)iir.si\its,  which  he  has  since  carried  on. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  was  born  a  son, 
Joshua,  a  lawyer  of  Waterloo,  and  the  present 
State's  Attorney  for  Monroe  County.  In  politics 
our  subject  is  a  Democrat,  and  he  has  frequently 
served  as  a  delegate  to  the  county,  congressional 
and  state  conventions  of  his  part}'.  .Socially  he  is 
connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows'  society,  in  which 
he  has  held  various  offices.  He  now  has  a  com- 
fortable home  in  Columbia,  besides  his  valuable 
farm  of  four  hundred  acres.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Monroe  County  since  1819,  and  is  there- 
fore one  of  its  earliest  settlers  and  honored  pio- 
neers. Through  life  he  has  been  a  hard  worker, 
and  by    his    diligence   and   pei'severance    be   has 
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achieved  success.  He  is  a  man  of  straightforward 
purpose,  whose  life  has  been  characterized  by  lion- 
esty.  and  he  is  ever  spoken  of  in  tlie  higliest  terms, 
being  respected  by  young  and  old,  rich  and  poor. 


='H''S*^+'5"!*"5"H 


^OHN  R.  ALLEN.  In  the  perusal  of  this 
volume  the  reader  is  doubtless  impressed 
with  the  fact  that  it  is  not  accident  that 
(^^  helps  a  man  on  in  the  world,  but  persistent 
energ}'  and  unceasing  industry.  The  life  of  John 
R.  Allen  affords  an  illustration  of  the  fact  that  he 
who  is  shrewd  to  discern  opportunities  and  quick 
to  grasp  them  will  attain  a  high  place  in  the  re- 
gard of  his  fellow-men.  A  laborious,  painstaking 
man,  his  was  a  life  of  diligence,  honor  and  suc- 
cess, and  when  the  sun  of  time  sank  below  the* 
horizon  of  eternity  it  w.as  felt  by  all  who  knew 
him  that  a  good  man  had  gone  to  his  final  reward. 
At  his  death,  which  occurred  August  26,  1890,  he 
was  one  of  the  leading  business  men  of  Sparta, 
and  had  for  many  years  been  intimately  identified 
with  the  progressive  interests  and  rapid  advance- 
ment of  the  city.  The  people  of  his  community 
attested  to  their  esteem  for  him  by  electing  him 
Mayor  of  Sparta  in  1889,  which  position  was  un- 
solicited by  him. 

Andrew  M.  Allen,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  the  year  1810,  in  Preble  County,  Ohio, 
and  when  a  lad  of  six  years  removed  with  his 
parents  to  this  county,  locating  near  Evansville. 
Andrew  M.  continued  to  reside  at  home  until 
1827,  when,  his  mother  having  died  the  previous 
year,  the  household  was  broken  up,  and  his  fa- 
ther made  his  home  thereafter  with  his  children 
until  his  decease,  which  occurred  July  5,  1845,  at 
the  home  of  his  son,  William  Allen,  near  Preston. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  tanner  by  trade, 
but  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  active  life  on  the 
farm.  Politically,  he  was  a  Jaeksonian  Democrat. 
A  devout  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he 
allowed  no  man  to  excel  him  in  hospitalitj^  or  kind- 
ness. The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
John  and  Sarah  (Allen)  Allen,  are  natives  respec- 
tively of  New  Jersey  and  South  Carolina.  The 
former  accompanied  his  parents  at  the  time  of 
their  removal  to  Savannah,  Ga.,and  while  residing 


in  Jefferson  County,  that  state,  was  married  to 
Miss  Sarah  Allen,  who  was  born  in  South  Carolina, 
and  located  with  her  parents  in  Georgia.  John 
Allen  and  his  wife  then  moved  north  to  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  thence  to  Randolph  Count}',  this 
state,  where  their  decease  occurred.  The  grand- 
father, who  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics  and  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Robert  Allen, 
was  a  native  of  England,  and,  coming  to  America 
prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  located  in  New 
Jersey.  Being  the  eldest  of  his  father's  family,  he 
inherited  the  estate,  as  was  the  custom  of  that 
.country,  and  as  a  consequence,  was  in  verj'  afflu- 
ent circumstances.  He  was  an  extensive  ship- 
owner, and  also  held  large  possessions  in  Jamaica. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a  native  of  this 
county,  having  been  born  March  21,  1839,  near 
Evansville,  and  continued  to  reside  at  home  un- 
til the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  AVar.  Although  a 
mere  boy,  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twenty- 
second  Illinois  Infantry,  under  John  E.  Dedrick, 
who  is  now  in  the  Pension  Department  at  Wash- 
ington, D.  C.  As  a  soldier,  young  Allen  served 
in  some  of  the  most  decisive  battles  of  the  Re- 
bellion, such  as  the  siege  and  capture  of  New 
Madrid,  Stone  River,  Belmont,  Farinington,  siege 
of  Corinth,  Resaea  and  Chickamauga.  While  in 
the  latter  battle  he  was  shot  in  the  leg,  September 
9,  1863,  and  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Crawfish 
Springs,  where  his  limb  was  amputated.  As  that 
hospital  was  later  captured  by  the  Confederates, 
our  subject  was  taken  to  Chattanooga,  and  on  the 
7th  of  October,  1863,  was  exchanged  and  soon 
thereafter  discharged.  He  was  a  quiet,  unobtru- 
sive soldier,  and  won  not  only  the  respect  of  his 
comrades,  but  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  his 
superior  officers. 

After  his  return  from  the  army,  John  R.  Allen 
established  the  first  regular  provision  store  in 
Sparta,  which  he  continued  to  operate  until  within 
eighteen  months  of  his  death.  A  man  of  enter- 
prise, he  always  took  an  active  part  in  the  devel- 
opment of  every  measure  set  on  foot  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  city,  and  was  a  prominent  factor 
in  the  promotion  of  various  matters  of  mutual 
welfare.     He  was  very  charitable  and  benevolent, 
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and  established  the  cash  sj^stem  in  business, 
payin<j  llie  farmers  eitlier  in  cash  or  goods  for 
their  produce.  During  tlie  financial  depression 
earlj'  in  the  '70s,  in  order  to  help  restore  confi- 
dence, Mr.  Allen  sent  to  St.  Louis  for  gold  to  pay 
the  farmers,  which  fact  not  onlj'  helped  to  in- 
crease his  own  business,  but  stimulated  trade 
throughout  the  cit}-. 

April  29,  1864,  John  R.  Allen  married  Miss 
Mary  C,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Nancy  McClin- 
ton,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one  son,  C.  F. 
Allen.  In  his  political  relations  our  subject  was 
an  uncompromising  Republican,  but  at  the  same 
time  conceded  to  everyone  else  the  rights  he 
claimed  for  himself.  It  was  while  on  his  way  to 
the  Republican  Convention  which  was  held  in 
Evansville  that  death  claimed  him  as  his  own. 
That  sad  event  occurred  August  26,  1890.  In 
early  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Cliurch,  but  later  joined  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  was  an  Elder  for  manj^ 
3'ears. 

.     • 0^P •    , 


^1^  AVID  B.  BOJfD,  a  progressive  farmer  re- 
I  W  siding  in  township  5,  range  6,  Randolph 
^^^  County,  has  risen  to  a  position  in  agri- 
cultural affairs  which  many  might  envy. 
He  is  the  owner  of  five  hundred  acres  of  valuable 
land,  and  has  been  largely  instrumental  in  bring- 
ing about  man\-  of  the  new  and  successful  meth- 
ods of  advancing  business,  educational  and  social 
standards.  His  father,  Thomas  Boyd,  was  born  in 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1784,  and  emigrated 
to  America,  locating  in  South  Carolina  about 
1801. 

Thomas  Boyd  made  his  iioiiie  in  the  above 
named  slate  until  1830,  when  he  decided  to  try 
ills  fortunes  in  the  Prairie  State,  and  coming  to 
Ranilolph  County,  located  in  townsliip  5,  range  6, 
wliere  he  was  residing  at  tiie  time  of  his  decease, 
January  II,  1849.  His  occupation  was  that  of 
farming.  lie  was  pressed  into  the  British  service, 
and  while  on  a  vessel,  lost  his  hearing  hy  the 
concussion  of  guns.  In  politics  he  wasaWhig,and 
religiously  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Presby- 


terian Church.  Thomas  Boyd  was  the  son  of  John 
and  Susan  (Ncall^-)  Boyd,  natives  also  of  Coun- 
t3'  Antrim,  Ireland.  Like  many  of  their  fellow- 
countrymen,  they  made  their  wa^'  to  the  United 
States.  They  died  in  South  Carolina,  where  they 
were  farmers.  Previous  to  coming  to  America, 
the  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  a  weaver  and 
gauger.  His  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and 
two  daughters,  Jolui,  Thomas,  .Samuel,  Susan  and 
Mary. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Humes)  Boyd  was  likewise  born  in 
the  Emerald  Isle,  and  when  her  parents,  David  and 
Elizabeth  (Montgomer}-)  Humes,  emigrated  to  the 
New  World,  she  accompanied  them  on  the  journey 
and  located  in  South  Carolina.  There  her  father, 
who  was  a  prosperous  farmer,  was  an  active  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas 
Boyd  were  married  in  1807, and  the  children  born 
to  them  were:  Elizabeth  and  Susan,  now  deceased; 
John,  who  died  in  1849;  AVilliam,  who  departed 
this  life  in  his  twenty-second  year;  David  B.,  of 
this  sketch;  Thomas,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 
Our  subject  was  born  May  22, 1819,  in  the  New- 
bury District,  S.  C,  and  there  continued  to  reside 
until  the  decease  of  his  parents.  He  was  given 
but  few  educational  advantages,  and  upon  reach- 
ing mature  years  engaged  in  farming  pursuits. 
After  coming  to  this  county,  in  1830,  he  first  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  land  from  his  father,  and 
on  the  death  of  the  latter,  came  into  possession  of 
the  old  homestead,  which  he  h.as  occupied  for  over 
sixt}^  years. 

December  30,  1847,  Miss  Tabitha  Jane  Brown 
and  our  subject  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Boyd  was  born  within  two  miles  of  where  she  is 
now  living.  She  is  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Margaret  (Morrow)  Brown,  natives  respectively 
of  Soutli  Carolina  and  Kentucky.  Her  parents  were 
married  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  and  coming  to 
Illinois,  in  1826,  located  on  Lively  Prairie.  David 
Brown  was  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Jane  (Means) 
Brown,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  Tiie  grand- 
father died  in  Kentucky;  his  good  wife  came  to 
Illinois,and  departed  this  life  in  Randolph  County. 
To  Mr. and  Mrs  Boyd  have  been  born  nine  chil- 
dren: Maggie,  Mrs.  .Samuel  Wasson,  of  this  coun- 
ty; Mary,  who  lives  at  home;    Anna,  Mrs.  Samuel 
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Fulton,  of  this  county;  William,  who  is  a  coal 
dealer  in  St.  Louis;  David,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
coal  business  at  Sparta;  Thomas  A.,  who  makes  his 
home  witli  his  parents,  and  three  who  died  in  in- 
fancj-.  A  man  of  untiring  energy,  Mr.  Boyd's 
success  in  life  is  proved  by  the  fact  that,  although 
he  started  without  money  or  land,  he  has  accumu- 
lated over  five  hundred  acres,  upon  which  he  is  en- 
gaged in  general  farming.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  is  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  with  which  denomination  his  wife  also 
holds  membership. 


\f,  OIIN  KNOX  BLAIR  is  one  of  the  shrewdest 
and  most  intelligent  agriculturists  of  town- 
ship 5,  range  6,  Randolph  County,  as  is 
shown  by  the  success  which  has  crowned 
his  efforts.  He  was  born  February  6,  1828,  in 
Tennessee,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Jane 
(Wiley)  Blair,  natives  of  South  Carolina,  where 
the  former  was  born  in   1797. 

James  Blair,  the  father  of  our  subject,  accom- 
panied his  parents,  William  and  Elizabeth  Blair, 
on  their  removal  to  Tennessee  in  1816.  The 
latter  were  both  natives  of  Ireland,  but  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject  died  in  Tennessee.  In  that 
state  the  parents  of  our  subject  were  married,  and 
in  1832  came  to  Randolph  County  and  lived  on 
what  is  now  known  as  the  Rile}'  McKelv^'  Farm. 
Two  years  later  the  father  entered  land  from  the 
Government,  which  is  the  same  property  owned 
by  the  youngest  brother  of  our  subject,  James  F. 
The  old  homestead  contains  two  hundred  acres, 
which  the  father  cleared,  and  of  which  he  made  a 
valuable  estate.  He  was  a  member  of  the  New 
Light  Covenant  Church,  in  which  he  was  an  Elder. 
He  departed  this  life  February  25,  1860.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1799  and  died 
in  1890,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years. 
She  was  also  a  member  of  the  Covenant  Church. 

Our  subject  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth 
of  a  family  of  seven  children,  his  brothers  and 
sisters  bearing  the  respective  names  of  Samuel 
W.,  William  R.,  Tirza  M.,  James  F.,  Martha  and 


Louisa.  John  K.  was  only  four  j'ears  of  age  at 
the  time  his  parents  removed  to  Randolph  County, 
and  here  he  received  a  limited  education  in  the 
district  schools.  He  remained  at  home  until  his 
marriage  in  1852  with  Miss  Mary  E.  McCoughan, 
who  was  born  in  this  county. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Blair  removed  to  Perry 
County,  where  he  resided  for  five  years,  and  then, 
his  wife  having  died  October  5,  1857,  he  returned 
to  this  county  with  his  children,  Gilbert  S.,  Lem- 
uel and  Mary  E.,  the  latter  of  whom  is  now  de- 
ceased. 

Gilbert  S.,  the  elder  son,  married  Miss  Ida  Mc- 
Guire,  and  resides  in  Parsons,  Kan;  Lemuel,  the 
second  son,  is  a  graduate  of  the  Chicago  Homeo- 
pathic Medical  College,  and  a  practicing  physician 
in  Edgerton,Kan.;  he  married  Sabina  Reed,  of  Ccd- 
arville,  Ohio,  who  is  deceased.  Mrs.  Mary  Blair  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  New  Light  Covenant 
Church,  in  which  body  her  father  was  an  Elder. 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Blair  married  in  1862  was 
Mrs.  Mary  Catherine  (Brown)  W3lie.  By  her 
marriage  with  Samuel  Wiley  she  became  the 
mother  of  three  children,  only  one  of  whom. 
Flora,  now  Mrs.  James  M.  Ilathorn,  is  living. 
By  this  union  Mr.  Blair  had  a  family  of  three 
children,  of  whom  James  is  deceased.  Those  liv- 
ing are  Samuel  L.,  Jr.,  and  John  Riley.  After  his 
second  marriage,  our  subject  removed  to  the  farm 
owned  by  his  wife,  where  they  resided  until  1880. 
He  then  purchased  his  present  farm,  it  being  the 
place  where  Mrs.  Blair's  father  located  upon  com- 
ing to  the  county.  In  politics,  Mr.  Blair  voted 
with  the  Republican  party  until  two  years  ago, 
when  he  joined  the  ranks  of  the  Prohibitionists, 
and  now  casts  his  ballot  for  the  candidates  of  that 
organization. 

Mrs.  Blair  was  born  in  this  county  in  1830,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Morrow) 
Brown,  natives  of  South  Carolina,  who  migrated 
to  Kentucky,  and  thence  in  1827  came  to  Ran- 
dolph Count}-.  Here  Mr.  Brown  entered  the  land 
which  is  now  owned  b}'  our  subject,  cleared  and 
made  valuable  improvements  on  the  same  and  re- 
sided there  for  fifty-five  years.  He  was  borfi  in 
1797,  and  six  years  prior  to  his  decease,  in  1884, 
was  afiSicted    with  the  loss  of  his  ej-e-sight.     He 
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was  four  times  married,  his  first  wife  being  a  Miss 
Steele,  by  wlium  lie  had  one  cliild,  who  is  now  de- 
ceased; liis  second  union  was  with  Miss  Elizabeth 
Morrow.  His  tliirfl  wife  was  Miss  Chambers,  and 
his  fourth  a  Miss  Woodside.  .Joseph  and  Eliza- 
betli  (Morrow)  Urown  had  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, as  follows:  James  M.,  deceased;  Elizabeth  J.; 
David,  now  deceased;  Mary  Catherine,  Mrs.  IJlair; 
Joseph;  Alvira  A;  John  B.;  Nancy  M.  and  William 
M.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Associate 
Reformed  (now  the  United  Presbyterian)  Church, 
in  which  the  father  held  the  office  of  Elder. 
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^|]^_  I'On  EASDALE.  One  by  one  the  pioneers 
of  Randolph  County  are  passing  awaj-,  and 
their  labors  and  struggles  will  soon  be  a 
matter  of  history.  It  is  well  to  preserve  a 
brief  account  of  the  privations  and  difficulties  un- 
der which  they  labored  in  laying  the  foundation 
of  our  material,  civil  and  religious  prosperity. 
For  this  purpose  a  few  facts  regarding  the  lionored 
gentleman  above  named  will  be  presented  to  our 
readers. 

The  subject  of  this  brief  sketch  was  of  Scotch 
birth,  and  was  born  in  Aj'rsliire  in  October,  1814. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Scotland,  and  for 
many  years  made  his  home  on  a  farm  with  his 
grandmother  in  tliat  country.  He  was  given  a 
good  education,  and  deciding  to  come  to  America 
in  1840,  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  after  landing 
in  the  New  World,  made  his  way  to  Hlinois  and 
located  in  Randolph  County. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  took  place 
in  1849,  was  with  Miss  Mary  Aitken,  who  was 
born  in  Ayrshire  March  31,  1831.  Mrs.  Easdale 
was  the  daughter  of  James  and  Barbara  (Stephen- 
son) Aitken,  also  natives  of  the  above  place,  where 
the  motlier's  decease  occurred.  The  wife  of  our 
subject  came  to  America  in  1849,  in  company  with 
two  of  her  brothers, and  with  them  made  her  home 
in  this  county.  After  her  marriage  with  our  sub- 
ject, the  young  people  located  upon  a  tract  of 
land  in  township  4,  range  5,  which  in  that  early 
day  bore  no  improvement.     The  estate  comprised 


three  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  and    at   his   death 

Mr.  Easdale  had  placed  two  hundred  and  seventy 
acres  under  good  tillage.  The  farm  is  sup|)lied 
with  a  comfortable  residence  and  all  the  accom- 
paniments in  the  waj'  of  barns,  sheds,  etc.,  that  are 
needed  in  properly  carrying  on  a  farm.  Our  sub- 
ject was  engaged  in  mixed  farming,  and  made  a 
specialty  of  breeding  fine  blooded  horses. 

Of  the  ten  children  born  to  IMr.  and  Mrs.  Eas- 
dale, we  make  the  following  mention:  Mary  mar- 
ried William  Crawford,  and  resides  in  Kansas; 
Maggie  is  the  wife  of  John  Stephenson,  and  makes 
her  home  in  this  township;  Janet  is  the  wife  of 
Samuel  Boyd;  Ida  married  James  Lindsey;  and 
Ikigh  A.,  Helen  and  Robert  are  at  home.  Mr. 
Easdale  was  Treasurer  of  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  he  was  a  member  for  manj' 
years.  He  was  School  Director  of  this  district  for 
many  years,  and  also  served  as  Township  Trustee. 
A  stanch  Republican,  he  represented  his  party  as 
delegate  to  the  various  conventions.  He  possessed 
those  noble  personal  qualities  which  justly  classed 
hiin  among  the  best  citizens  of  the  county.  The 
farm  is  managed  by  Mrs.  Easdale  and  the  three 
children  who  are  at  home.  She  is  an  intelligent 
and  capable  woman,  and  is  a  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church. 


J"0SEP11  R.  I'HESTON,  a  well  known  agri- 
culturist residing  on  township  4,  range  7, 
is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Randolph 
County  and  a  representative  of  one  of  its 
honored  pioneer  families.  In  1839  there  came  to 
Randolph  County  Robert  H.  Preston,  with  his  wife 
and  children.  They  located  on  a  farm  adjacent 
to  Baldwin,  purchasing  land  of  Jack  Boyd,  an 
earlj'  settler  of  the  community.  The  journey 
westward  was  made  with  a  one-horse  wagon. 
While  in  the  east,  Mr.  Preston  worked  in  woolen 
mills,  being  a  weaver  by  trade.  He  brought  with 
him  to  the  west  $600,  which  he  invested  in  land, 
and  at  once  engaged  in  farming.  Although  he 
was  unfamiliar  with  this  pursuit,  he  met  with  most 
excellent  success  in  his  undertakings.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the    maiden    name    of  Elizaljeth  Flem- 
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ing,  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey.     Their  family    I 
numbered   three  sons  and  a  daughter:    Sarah    H., 
widow  of  John  A.  Spaeth,  who  resides  with  her   ! 
family  in  Wilson  County.  Kan.;  Joseph  R.,  of  this   | 
sketch;  and  Albert  L.  and  Alfred  L.  (twins).    The 
latter  now  resides  near  Baldwin,  but   the   former 
died,  leaving   one  son,  who  now  makes  his  home 
in   Baldwin.     The  father  of  this  family  was  very 
successful  and  acquired  a  handsome  competence. 
He  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal   Church    South,  and    gave   liberally  of   his 
means  for  the  erection  of  the  house  of  worship  in 
Baldwin.     He  was  always   ready  to  support   any 
worthy  enterprise,  and  the  poor  and   needy  found 
in  him  a  friend. 

Joseph  R.  Preston  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  in  18-tl,  and  his  boyhood  and  j-outh 
were  spent  amidst  play  and  work.  He  early  be- 
came familiar  with  all  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and 
in  the  common  schools  of  the  neighborhood  he 
acquired  a  good  English  education.  At  the  age 
of  twentj'  years  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  William  Cox,  one  of 
the  earl^-  settlers  of  Randolph  Count}'.  They  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  upon  the  old  homestead, 
and  Mr.  Preston  erected  the  house  which  is  still 
their  home,  and  in  which  many  happy  years  have 
been  passed.  Seven  children  were  born  to  them,  of 
whom  four  are  living,  namely:  William  R.,who  mar- 
ried Sarah  F.Carter  and  is  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing in  Baldwin;  Absalom  R.,M.  Ma}'  and  .John  C, 
who  are  still  under  the  parental  roof.  Elizabeth  E. 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  the  others  died 
in  earl}'  childiiood. 

The  home  farm  of  Sir.  Preston  comprises  two 
hundred  and  eighty  acres,  and  in  connection  with 
this  he  operates  one  hundred  acres  about  a  mile 
west.  His  lauded  possessions  aggregate  seven 
hundred  acres,  the  greater  part  of  which  he  has 
cleared  and  developed  himself.  For  several  j'ears 
he  devoted  his  time  and  energies  chiefly  to  gen- 
eral farming,  but  for  some  years  past  he  has 
been  quite  extensively  engaged  in  stock  dealing. 
His  business  career  has  been  a  prosperous  one, 
owing  to  his  diligence  and  well  directed  efforts, 
and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  practical  and 
progressive  farmers  of  the  community.     In  poli- 


tics he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  but  has  alwaj'S  re- 
fused public  office.  He  contributes  liberally  to 
worthy  enterprises  calculated  to  advance  the  gen- 
eral welfare,  and  performs  many  acts  of  kindness 
and  charity,  but  all  are  done  in  a  quiet  and  unos- 
tentatious manner. 


».f  UGUST  H.  KOCH,  who  is  numbered  among 
LIIi     the  leading  business  men  of  Red  Bud,  con- 


li  ducts  a  harness  establishment,  and  is  also 
if^  a  dealer  in  road  vehicles  and  farm  imple- 

ments. He  is  a  native  of  the  town  which  is  still 
his  home,  his  birth  having  occurred  here  in  1855. 
His  parents,  Henry  and  Sophia  (Reinhart)  Koch, 
were  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  in  that  coun- 
try were  reared  and  married.  The  year  1840  wit- 
nessed their  emigration  to  America.  The}'  located 
in  St.  Louis,  but  after  a  short  time  came  to  Red 
Bud,  where  the  father  engaged  in  business  as  a 
merchant-tailor  until  his  death.  The  family  num- 
bered six  children,  hut  with  the  exception  of  our 
subject  all  are  now  deceased.  One  brother,  Henry, 
grew  to  manhood  and  married,  leaving  at  his 
death  two  children. 

August  H.  Koch  spent  the  first  fourteen  years  of 
his  life  under  the  parental  roof,  and  then  went  to 
St.  Louis,  where  he  served  an  apprenticeship  of  a 
term  of  four  years  to  a  harnessmaker.  He  thor- 
oughly mastered  the  business,  becoming  an  expert 
workman,  and  then  returned  to  Red  Bud,  where 
he  opened  his  store.  His  trade  has  constantly  in- 
creased from  the  beginning,  and  he  now  does  as 
large  a  business  as  any  harness  dealer  in  the  coun- 
ty. In  1889  he  had  purchased  a  stock  of  spring 
wagons,  and  the  following  year  he  added  a  stock 
of  carriages,  buggies,  farm  implements,  etc.  His 
enterprise  and  business  ability  have  been  the  im- 
portant factors  in  his  success,  and  have  placed  him 
among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community. 

In  the  year  1878  Mr.  Koch  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Katrina  Diehl,  a  native  of  Monroe 
County,  111.  By  their  union  have  been  born 
eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living. 
The  parents  hold  membership  with  the  Lutheran 
Church,  contribute  liberally   to  its  support,   and 
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take  an  active  part  in  its  growth  and  upbuilding, 
doing  all  in  their  power  to  advance  the  cause. 
Mr.  Koch  exercises  his  right  of  fr.nnchise  in  sup- 
port of  llie  Republican  party,  and  is  a  warm  ad- 
vocate of  its  in-inciples.  lie  served  for  one  term 
as  City  Treasurer,  but  has  never  been  an  office- 
seeker,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and 
attention  to  his  business  interests.  A  well  and 
wortiiily  spent  life  has  won  him  the  high  regard 
of  a  large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  and 
we  take  pleasure  in  presenting  to  our  readers  this 
record  of  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Randolph 
County. 

0^P • 


THOMAS  B.  STEPHP:N.S0N.  a  man  of  un- 
tiring euerg}-,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has 
been  successful  in  life,  which  is  proved  by 
the  fact  that,  although  he  started  for  himself  with- 
out money,  he  has  accumulated  a  comfortable  home 
and  is  now  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Ran- 
dolph County.  He  resides  in  Sparta,  where  he  is 
Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the  Sparta  Pressed 
Brick  Company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers, lie  is  also  a  stockholder  and  Director  in 
the  Sparta  Creamery,  and  has  been  prominentl3' 
connected  with  the  organization  of  the  building 
and  loan  .issociation,  of  which  he  is  the  Secretary. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Edward  Stei)henson, 
was  born  in  Lancashire,  England,  in  1829,  and  at 
the  early  age  of  nineteen  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Preston.  With  his  wife  and 
a  famil}'  of  five  small  children,  he  left  his  native 
land  to  seek  a  home  in  the  New  World.  He  natu- 
rally turned  to  Her  Majesty's  province  of  Canada, 
and  having  acquired  an  education  for  the  profes- 
sion of  a  schoolteacher,  he  turned  his  attention  to 
that  in  his  new  home.  But  only  a  few  more  years 
were  allotted  hira  in  this  world.  The  hardships 
and  anxieties  of  frontier  life  overcame  him,  and 
while  yet  a  young  man  he  laid  aside  his  armor 
and  entered  into  eternal  rest. 

After  a  few  years  of  widowhood,  our  subject's 
mother  married  the  brother  of  her  deceased  hus- 
band, John  D.  Stephenson,  who  was  born  in  1836 
in  Lancashire,  England.     In  1857  he  emigrated  to 


America,  and  locating  in  Canada,  remained  at  To- 
ronto until  1860.  when  he  came  to  the  Stales  and 
made  his  home  in  .Sparta.  The  following  year  he 
moved  to  a  farm  four  miles  northeast  of  the  city, 
which  he  cultivated  and  resided  upon  until  1892, 
when  he  returned  to  Sparta,  and  is  now  living  a 
retired  life.  He  is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  fol- 
lowed farming  through  the  greater  part  of  his 
active  life.  His  early  education  was  received  in 
the  common  .schools,  and  although  his  advantages 
were  not  of  the  best,  he  improved  his  spare  mo- 
ments, and  became  one  of  the  well  posted  men  of 
the  section.  In  politics  lie  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  is  deeply  interested  in  all  matters  pertain- 
ing to  the  advancement  of  his  community.  He 
held  the  oHices  of  Road  Commissioner,  Township 
Commissioner,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  School 
Trustee,  and  is  recognized  as  a  man  of  extended 
influence.  He  was  formerly  an  official  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  but  is  now  associated  with  the 
Brethreu. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Chris- 
topher and  Margaret  (Walker)  Stephenson,  were 
also  natives  of  Lancashire,  England,  where  they 
lived  and  died.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a 
canal-keeper,  was  the  son  of  William  Stephenson, 
a  Scotch  sailor.  The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's 
mother  was  Pvlizabeth  Preston.  She  likewise  was 
born  in  the  above  shire  in  England,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  Preston,  prosperous 
farmers,  who  spent  their  entire  lives  in  their  native 
land.  During  the  latter  years  of  her  young  woman- 
hood, Mrs.  Stepiienson  made  her  home  with  her 
eldest  brother,  Roger,  who  was  a  Quaker,  and 
through  him  received  a  good  education. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  first  married 
about  1848,  and  the  union  was  blessed  with  the 
following  named  children:  Roger  P.,  Christopher, 
John,  Kdward,  Thomas  15.,  Margaret  and  Klizaljeth 
A.  To  her  second  marriage  five  children  were  born, 
James,  William  R.,  Sarah  J.,  Mary  and  Alonzo  J. 
The  eldest  son  is  now  living  in  Salina,  Kan.,  where 
he  is  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church;  Christo- 
pher makes  his  home  in  Denver,  Colo.,  and  is  a 
prominent  lawyer  of  that  place;  John  lives  on  the 
old  homestead  near  Sparta;  Edward  makes  his 
home    in  Jackson,  Mich.,  and  has  charge  of   the 
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Baptist  Church  there;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  R. 
S.  Burns,  a  carpenter  residing  in  Sparta;  Elizabeth 
married  Michael  S.  Crawford,  a  farmer  in  Crawford 
County,  Kan.;  James  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Stephenson  Brothers,  in  Sparta;  AVilliam  R.  is  the 
junior  member  of  the  same  firm;  Alonzo  is  em- 
ploj'ed  in  the  pressed  bricli  works,  in  which  our 
subject  is  interested;  Sarah  .1.  and  Mary  are  at 
home. 

Thomas  B.  Stephenson  was  born  November  20, 
1855,  in  Lancashire,  England,  and  .accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Canada  in  1857. 
He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Randolph  County, 
111.,  in  the  meantime  attending  school  when  oppor- 
tunity offered,  and  also  engaged  in  farming  pur- 
suits. Later,  his  knowledge  gained  in  the  public 
schools  was  supplemented  by  attendance  at  the 
Carbondale  Normal  University,  where  he  was 
a  student  for  about  two  years.  He  earned  his 
first  money  b}^  teaching  school  in  Cumberland 
County,  111.  After  being  thus  engaged  for  two 
years  in  that  place,  young  Stephenson  returned  to 
Randolph  County,  and  w.as  emplo^'ed  as  teacher 
in  this  vicinity  for  four  years,  the  last  two  terms 
of  which  time  he  taught  in  the  high  school  at 
Sparta. 

In  1881,  while  teaching  school,  Mr.  Stephenson 
purchased  the  stock  of  goods  from  S.  F.  Hyndman, 
of  Sparta,  and,  associated  with  his  brother-in-law, 
J.  L.  Beattie,  continiied  to  carry  on  business  as 
Stephenson  &  Beattie  until  1890.  In-  1888,  prior 
to  disposing  of  his  interests  in  that  line,  our  sub- 
ject became  book-keeper  in  the  bank  of  F.  R. 
Crothers  &  Co.,  with  wiiom  he  remained  until  Feb- 
ruary of  1892.  Mr.  Stephenson  assisted  in  incor- 
porating the  Sparta  Pressed  Brick  Corapanj',  which 
was  organized  with  a  capital  of  114,000.  It  is  a 
valuable  acquisition  to  the  town  and  gives  employ- 
ment to  many  men.  The  building  and  loan  asso- 
ciation, which  was  incorporated  in  April,  1886,  in 
a  measure  owes  its  existence  to  our  subject,  as  does 
also  the  Sparta  Creamery,  of  which  he  is  a  stock- 
holder and  Director.  The  latter  was  organized  in 
1884,  and  now  has  a  capital  of  |ilO,000.  The  com- 
pany pa}'s  out  for  milk  each  year  from  150,000  to 
$60,000,  and  the  product  of  the  factory  finds  a 
ready  sale  in  this  vicinity.     The  Gas  and  Oil  Com- 


pany' of  Sparta,  of  which  Mr.  Stephenson  is  now 
Treasurer,  operates  twelve  wells,  and  has  a  capital 
stock  of  §15,000. 

October  8,  1879,  Miss  Mar}-,  daughter  of  Jacob 
B.  and  Elizabeth  (McMillan)  Beattie,  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  She  is  a  native  of  Sparta, 
while  her  father  was  born  in  Allegheny  County, 
Pa.,  and  her  mother  was  born  in  Paisley,  Scotland. 
Mr.  Beattie  came  to  Randolph  County  in  1818, 
and  located  in  township  4,  range  5.  February  9, 
1853,  he  married  Elizabeth  McMillan,  and  the}' 
still  reside  upon  the  old  homestead.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stephenson  have  been  born  three  children, 
Edward  B.,  Bertha  E.  and  Carl  C.  In  his  political 
relations,  our  subject  always  votes  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  few  residents  of  the  county  are 
more  widely  known,  and  none  more  favorabl}',  than 
he.  With  his  wife  he  is  associated  with  the  Brethren. 


+= 


=+ 


EUSADE  PALMIER.  This  gentleman  may 
truly  be  called  a  self-made  man,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  perusal  of  his  history.  He  oc- 
cupies a  valuable  estate  of  five  hundred  acres  lo- 
cated in  Prairie  du  Rocher  Precinct,  Randolph 
County,  and  ranks  among  the  highly  respected 
citizens  of  the  county.  He  is  an  enterprising 
farmer,  prudently  changing  his  crops  in  order  to 
keep  up  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  and  devotes  the 
greater  amount  of  his  land  to  grain,  without 
neglecting  other  articles  of  produce,  however. 

Joseph  and  Mary  L.  (Chilcot)  Palmier,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty, this  state,  and  were  of  French  descent.  They 
came  from  Canada  in  an  early  day  and  located  in 
St.  Clair  County,  where  the  father  of  our  subject 
departed  this  life.  His  good  wife  is  still  living, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four  \-ears.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  three 
sons  and  two  daughters  are  3-et  living. 

Eusade  Palmier,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  Ma}-  7, 
1845,  in  St.  Clair  County,  this  state,  and  there  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  reaching  his  twelfth 
year,  when,  his  father  having  died,  he  accompanied 
his  mother  on  her  removal  into  Randolph  County, 
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where  lie  lias  since  made  his  home.  At  the  usual 
age  he  heirau  attending  school,  receiving  his  edu- 
cation in  a  rude  log  cabin,  which  bore  little  resem- 
blance to  the  modern  structures  of  to-day. 

.Taniiary  •^,  1866,  our  subject  and  Miss  Soiiliia 
Mougin  were  united  in  marriage,  and  to  them 
were  born  nine  children,  namely:  Arsen,  Alfred, 
Cora,  Tjoiiise,  Vita,  Marcel,  Kddie,  llarry.  and  Lean- 
der,  who  died  when  twelve  years  old.  Mr.  Palmier 
has  been  one  of  the  important  factors  in  promo- 
ting the  growth  and  prosperity  of  his  precinct,  and 
being  a  progressive,  liberal,  public-spirited  man, 
occupies  a  high  place  in  social  and  educational 
matters.  Mis  fine  farm  is  pleasantly  located  one 
and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  Prairie  du  Rocher, 
and  from  its  tillage  he  reaps  large  profits. 

In  politics,  our  subject  gives  his  allegiance  to 
the  Democratic  party,  and  he  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Seymour.  He  has  never  sought  office,  but  at 
the  solicitation  of  his  fellow-citizens,  he  has  served 
with  satisfaction  as  Trustee  of  Prairie  du  Rocher, 
and,  all  in  all,  is  an  indueutial  citizen. 


y^  ILLIAM  SCHUCHERT,  ex-Mayor  of  the 
city  of  Chester,  and  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  place,  is  eng.aged  in  tliedr}'- 
goods  and  groceiy  business,  carrying  in  his  estab- 
lishment a  full  line  of  all  articles  used  in  city  and 
country  households.  He  has  done  much  toward 
advaucing  the  prosperity  of  the  city,  and  by  his 
unceasing  application  to  business  has  secured  a 
competency,  while  his  unwavering  honesty  and 
true  nobility  of  cliaracter  have  won  him  the  high 
regard  of  his  fellow-men. 

Like  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  Randolph 
County,  our  subject  was  born  across  the  waters  in 
Germany,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  September 
28,  1832.  He  is  the  son  of  J.  F.  W.  .and  Mary  (Selig- 
man)  Schuchert.  The  father,  who  was  a  black- 
smith by  occupation,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1848,  and  on  landing  in  New  Orleans, 
made  his  way  from  the  Crescent  City  up  the  Mis- 
sissippi River  to  Chester,  where  he  arrived  in 
February  of  that  year. 

The  parental  family  comprised  two  children,  our 


subject  and  John  F.,  the  latter  being  a  resident  of 
Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  William  was  a  lad  of  six- 
teen years  when  he  accompanied  his  father  to  the 
New  World,  prior  to  which  he  had  received  a  good 
education  in  the  model  schools  of  his  native  land. 
On  arriving  in  Chester,  he  assisted  his  father  in 
opening  up  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  remained  with 
him  for  two  years,  when  he  went  to  St.  IvOuis,  Mo., 
and  for  six  months  was  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a 
hotel.  Returning  to  this  city,  he  again  associated 
himself  with  his  father  in  the  blacksmith's  trade, 
and  continued  thus  employed  until  1852, at  which 
time,  having  caught  the  gold  fever,  he  went  to 
California  and  engaged  in  mining.  Not  being  \evy 
successful  in  this  venture,  he  retraced  his  steps  to 
Chester  in  1858,  and  entering  the  store  of  H.  C. 
Cole,  wotked  for  him  until  1867.  He  then  pur- 
chased the  stock  of  goods  from  his  employer  and 
engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account.  In  1883 
he  moved  into  his  large  store-room,  33x68  feet  in 
dimensions,  located  on  Water  Street. 

In  1860,  AVilliam  Schuchert.and  Miss  Luami  Cas- 
tellaw  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Schuchert 
was  born  in  Ha^ywood  County,  Tenn.,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Alfred  Castellaw.  In  his  political  re- 
lations our  subject  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  finds 
time  in  the  midst  of  his  business  interests  to  bear 
an  active  part  in  the  political  affairs  of  his  neigh- 
borhood, and  for  six  years  held  the  office  of  Mayor. 
He  is  also  interested  in  educational  matters,  and 
indeed  in  all  movements  which  contribute  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  city.  Socially,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Chester  Lodge  No.  57,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  which 
he  is  serving  as  Tre.isurer.  He  represented  this 
order  in  the  Grand  Lodge  in  1867,  and  Sovereign 
Grand  Lodge  in  1885. 


<X;^.^.^.^.4..;.^.^.^.^.^.^^^^.^^»^.»^•»»^»^^.J^X> 

^i^AEV.  J.  B.  8CHL0TMANN,  rector  of  St. 
im^  Augustine's  Church,  at  Hecker,  was  born 
IM>\j\  at  Hausstette,  Grand  Duchy  of  Olden- 
\^  burg,  Germany,  August  7,  1860.  He  at- 
tended the  parochial  school  of  his  native  place, 
and  afterward  attended  the  gymnasium  at  Vechta. 
He  emigrated  to  America  October  1,  1880,  and 
continued  his  studies  at  St.  Francis  Solanus  Col- 


278 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


lege  at  Quiney,  111.,  graduatino;  at  the  end  of  the 
scholastic  year,  in  1884,  having  obtained  the  de- 
gree of  A.  M.  He  studied  theology  with  the  Bene- 
dictine Fathers  at  St.  Meinrad,  Ind.,  and  was  or- 
dained priest  June  9,  1887.  Rev.  J.  B.  .Schlot- 
manu  became  rector  of  St.  Augustine's  Church  Oc- 
tober 16,  1887,  which  position  he  still  holds. 


\ft_^  UGH  R.  GUTHRIE,  M.  D.,  is  not  only  one 
J'  of  the  oldest  phj'sicians  in  Randolph  Coun- 
ty, but  is  one  whose  extensive  practice  and 
high  standing  in  professional  circles  prove 
conclusively  his  mental  and  phj-sical  endowment, 
his  careful  culture,  and  his  painstaking  efforts  to 
continually  add  to  his  theoretical  knowledge  and 
practical  skill. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Thomas  C.  Guthrie,  who 
was  born  in  1797,  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1817.  His  first 
location  in  the  New  World  was  made  in  Crawford 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  taught  school  for  one  year, 
having  received  an  academic  education  before 
leaving  his  native  land.  Thence  Thomas  Guthrie 
went  to  the  Smoky  City,  and  entering  the  West- 
ern University  of  Pittsburgh,  was  graduated  from 
that  institution  in  1822.  While  there  he  was  a 
student  under  General  Black's  father,  who  was 
professor  of  Latin,  Greek  and  theology.  The 
father  of  our  subject  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the 
Pittsburgh  Presbytery  in  182.5,  and  as  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel  he  first  located  at  Pine  Creek,  Alle- 
gheny Count}',  Pa.,where  he  had  a  charge  for  tliirty- 
five  years.  Thence  he  went  to  Mt.  Pleasant,  nine 
miles  from  that  place,  where  he  established  a  mis- 
sion and  continued  to  preach  for  twelve  years. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  on  account  of  his 
failing  health,  he  gave  up  the  active  duties  of  a 
pastor,  and  in  April,  1874,  came  to  Sparta  and 
made  his  home  with  his  son,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  1876. 
The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject  were 
Hugh  and  Sarah  (Cathcart)  Guthrie,  natives  of 
County  Antrim,  Ireland,  where  the  former  passed 
away;  the  latter  died  in  Pennsylvania.     The  pa- 


ternal great-grandparents  were  natives  of  Scot- 
land, who,  after  removing  to  Ireland,  located  in 
County  Antrim.  Our  subject's  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Eliza  Caskej',  was  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Martha  (Tliompson)  Caskey,  who  were  born  in  Ire- 
land, and  after  emigrating  to  the  United  States 
made  their  home  in  Pennsylvania.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  married  by  Dr.  Black,  in  Pitts- 
burgh, December  30,  1828,  and  reared  a  family  of 
four  children,  namely:  Joseph  C,  Hugh  R.,  Samuel 
and  Lizzie  M.  Thej'  are  all  deceased  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Dr.  Guthrie.  Lizzie  M.  was  a  mission- 
ary to  India  in  1873,  and  while  there  was  sent  to 
Japan,  where  she  remained  about  five  j'ears.  In 
October,  1878,  she  returned  to  the  United  States, 
and  departed  this  life  at  San  Francisco  in  April, 
1880. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  having  died,  Thomas 
Guthrie  was  married  JanuaiT  26,  1837,  to  Mrs. 
Nancy  McLean,  the  daughter  of  Barnard  Gilleland, 
a  native  of  western  Pennsylvania.  She  became 
the  mother  of  four  children,  and  died  June  1, 
1847.  Her  children  were  named  Margaret,  James, 
Barnet  and  John  K.  In  1848  the  father  of  our 
subject  married  Mary  McFann,  who  died  in  1889, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  }'ears. 

Dr.  Hugh  Guthrie  was  born  February  23,  1831, 
in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  and  there  resided  with 
his  parents  until  the  spring  of  1855,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  a  few  months,  in  the  meantime  having 
taken  a  literary  course  in  Duquesne  College. 
Upon  leaving  home  he  came  west,  and  taught 
school  for  ten  months  in  Periy  County,  111.,  and 
then  returning  to  Allegheny  Count}',  began  the 
study  of  medicine.  He  attended  lectures  in  the 
University  of  Penns3'lvania,  and  received  his  di- 
ploma as  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  1855.  When 
ready  to  locate  for  the  practice  of  his  profession, 
he  went  to  Madison,  Wis.,  and  after  a  residence 
there  of  two  years  came  to  Sparta,  111.,  and  con- 
tinued here  until  1864.  Januar}'  1  of  that  j'ear, 
he  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  took  a  post-graduate 
course  in  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College.  Then  re- 
turning to  Sparta,  he  made  his  home  in  this  city 
for  one  summer,  when  he  went  to  Philadelphia, 
and  there  also  look  a  post-graduate  course  in  the 
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University  of  Penns3'lvania,  after  wliicli  he  at- 
tended lectures  on  surgery  in  the  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College.  Returning  to  St.  Louis  in  1866,  he 
practiced  for  a  short  time,  and  tlic  following  year 
came  again  to  Sparta,  where  lie  has  since  made  his 
home,  and  is  now  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
prominent  citizens  in  the  county. 

March  7,  1861,  Dr.  Hugh  (Uithrio  and  Miss 
Helen  B.,  daughter  of  Dr.  .Joseph  and  Mary  Ann 
(Miller)  Farnan,  were  united  in  marriage.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Farnan  were  natives  respectivelj'  of  Ire- 
land and  New  York,  and  after  coming  to  Illinois 
tlie3'  located  in  S|)arta.  To  our  subject  and  his 
wife  have  been  born  three  children:  Marj-  E.,  the 
wife  of  W.  G.  Pardoe,  an  attorney  at  Santa  Fe; 
Ada,  who  is  a  graduate  of  tiie  Jacksonville  Musi- 
cal College;  and  Slargaretta. 

In  his  political  relations  the  Doctor  is  a  strong 
Republican,  and  sociall}'  is  a  inenil)er  of  the  South- 
ern Illinois  Medical  Association,  the  Illinois  State 
Medical  Society,  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion and  the  Mississippi  Valle}'  Association.  He 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  for  a  number  of  years  has  held  the  position  of 
Trustee.  He  is  now  President  of  the  School  Board, 
and  a  member  of  the  local  Board  of  Health. 


E^- 


JOHN  J.  HELBER  was  a  native  of  Stras- 
burg,  Germ.iny,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years 
was  brought  by  his  father  to  America,  the 
,^^^  family  locating  in  Darke  County,  Ohio. 
There  the  father  died,  leaving  two  sons,  John  J. 
and  his  j'ounger  brother.  Christian.  They  were 
reared  to  manhood  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and  hav- 
ingattained  to  mature  yeans,  they  made  their  home 
in  the  city  of  Cincinnati  until  after  their  mar- 
riage. 

Mr.  Hclber  was  joined  in  wedlock  to  Miss  Bar- 
bara Stoehr,  and  with  his  wife  removed  to  Farm- 
ington.  Mo.,  in  the  year  1852.  A  year  later  his 
brother  and  his  wife  also  became  residents  of  that 
place.  The  brothers  were  both  shoemakers,  hav- 
ing learned  the  business  in  their  youth  in  Cin- 
cinnati, and  in  Farmington  they  carried  on  a 
large  shoe    factory,  manufacturing  shoes  for  the 


slaves  of  the  planters  in  that  locality.  Mr.  Hel- 
ber  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  Farmington  by 
President  Lincoln,  and  held  the  office  for  two 
years,  but  was  then  forced  to  leave,  .as  on  account 
of  his  political  views  the  lives  of  himself  and  fam- 
ily were  in  danger.  He  had  to  sacrifice  his  prop- 
erty in  this  removal  and  thereby  lost  heavily. 

In  1861,  his  brother  Christian  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  and  became  second  Lieutenant  o 
the  company  to  which  he  belonged.  He  served 
until  about  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was 
drowned  in  Duck  River,  Tenn.  He  left  at  his 
death  five  children:  Jacob,  Laura,  Emma,  Wesley 
and  Edward,  residents  of  Farmington,  Mo. 

On  leaving  Farmington, our  subject  determined 
to  locate  where  slavery  w.is  not  permitted,  for  he 
was  a  stanch  advocate  of  Abolition,  and  in  conse- 
quence took  up  his  residence  in  Iroquois  County, 
111.,  where  for  a3'ear  he  engaged  in  merchanlising. 
At  the  end  of  that  time,  in  August,  1865,  on  ac- 
count of  the  ill-health  of  his  wife,  he  came  to  Red 
Bud.  Resuming  work  at  the  trade  of  shoemak- 
ing,  he  followed  it  until  1869,  when  he  opened  a 
general  merchandise  store  and  continued  in  that 
line  of  business  until  his  death,  which  oc^currcd  in 
1883,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  years.  He  was  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics  and  always  took  an 
active  part  in  the  campaigns.  Mr.  Ilelber,  who 
was  greatly  interested  in  the  study  of  ethnology, 
collected  many  curious  and  interesting  Indian 
relics  and  made  a  special  study  of  the  customs  and 
modes  of  life  of  the  different  tribes  and  the  imple- 
ments they  used  in  warfare  and  work.  An  hon- 
orable, upright  man,  possessed  of  man^'  excellen- 
cies of  character,  Mr.  Ilelber  had  the  high  regard 
of  a  wide  circle  of  friends,  and  his  death  was  deeply 
mourned. 

Mrs.  Hclber  still  survives  her  husband  and  is 
living  in  Red  Bud.  In  the  family  were  seven 
children:  Emil3',  now  the  wife  of  W.  J.  Perkins, 
of  Red  Bud;  Maggie;  William,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  livery  business;  John  C;  Alfred,  who  carries 
on  a  jeweliy  store  in  St.  James,  Minn.;  and 
Arthur,  a  resident  of  Red  Bud. 

Charles  T.  Helber,  the  eldest  of  the  familj',  be- 
came interested  with  his  father  in  merchandising 
in   1875,  and  they  carried  on  business  under  the 
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firm  name  of  J.  J.  Helber  &  Son  until  1879,  when 
W.  J.^ Perkins  was  admitted  to  partnership,  and 
the  firm  name  was  changed  to  Helber  &  Co.,  un- 
der which  st3'le  business  is  still  conducted. 

The  senior  member  of  the  firm,  as  it  now  stands, 
was  married  in  1876,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being 
Miss  Alice  Spence.  To  them  have  been  born  five 
sons,  Orloff,  C.  Julian,  C.  Roland,  Spence  L.  and 
S.  Verdi. 

In  his  political  views,  Charles  Helber  is  a  Repub- 
lican. For  a  year  and  a-half  he  served  as  mail 
agent  on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad,  and  carried 
the  first  mail  on  this  road  from  Murphysboro  to 
Cairo.  He  possesses  the  business  ability  for  whicli 
his  father  was  noted,  and  the  firm  of  Helber  &  Co. 
isenjoj'ing  a  large  and  lucrative  trade. 


^-- 


--■^ 


ONRAD  VOGES,  a  worthy  representative 
of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Randolph 
County,  who  now  follows  farming  in  town- 
ship 4,  range  8,  claims  Germany  as  the  land  of  his 
birth.  He  was  born  near  Hanover  in  1836,  and  is  a 
son  of  Conrad  and  Sophia  (Kothe)  Voges,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  country.  In  1852,  they 
came  with  their  family  to  America,  and  their  first 
location  was  made  in  Randolph  County.  The3' 
owned  a  part  of  the  land  on  which  the  village  of 
Red  Bud  now  stands.  At  that  time  the  town  con- 
tained only  five  houses.  The  parents  afterward 
removed  to  Monroe  County,  where  their  remain- 
ing days  were  passed.  Their  famil3-  numbered 
the  following  children:  Conrad,  of  this  sketch; 
Henry,  who  is  living  in  Monroe  County;  Sophia, 
wife  of  William  Schuck;  Wilhelmina,  wife  of  John 
Boren,  of  Red  Bud;  Hannah,  wife  of  August  Reib- 
bick,  who  is  living  in  Belleville;  August  and  Ham- 
mond, both  of  whom  are  residents  of  Monroe 
County. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his 
life  in  Germany,  and  then  accompanied  his  parents 
on  their  emigration  to  America.  In  tliis  county 
he  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  became  familiar 
with  farming  in  all  its  details  as  carried  on  in  a 
frontier  settlement.     Having  arrived  at  years  of 


maturity,  he  was  married  in  Randolph  County  to 
Miss  Wilhelmina  Kroemer.  Only  three  of  their 
children  are  now  living:  Dora,  wife  of  William 
Hettehiemer,  of  this  count}';  Sophia,  wife  of  Fred 
Mehring,  and  Henry,  who  is  at  home  and  aids  in 
the  operation  of  the  farm. 

Mr.  Voges  is  the  owner  of  more  than  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  rich  land,  all  of  which  he  has  accu- 
mulated through  his  own  efforts.  His  farm  is  now 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  the  well 
tilled  fields  and  many  improvements  seen,  indicate 
the  careful  supervision  of  the  owner.  Mr.  Voges 
is  also  Secretary  of  the  Creamery  Association,  and 
is  Secretary  of  the  Horse  Prairie  Township  Mutual 
Insurance  Company.  He  belongs  to  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  stalwart  Democrat,  who 
does  all  in  his  power  to  insure  the  success  of  his 
party.  His  fellow-townsmen  have  frequently 
called  upon  him  to  fill  positions  of  public  trust. 
He  held  the  office  of  Count}'  Commissioner  for 
one  term,  and  for  over  twenty  years  has  been 
School  Director.  For  the  past  four  years  he  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  now  filling 
that  office.  In  the  discharge  of  his  public  duties, 
his  faithfulness  and  promptness  have  won  him  high 
commendation  and  led  to  his  re-election.  He  is 
true  to  eveiy  public  and  private  trust,  and  a  well 
spent  life  has  won  him  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations 
have  brought  him  in  contact. 


ij^^lCHOLAS  HAMMEL.  It  is  a  well  estab- 
I  jl)  lished  fact  that  a  man  of  natural  ability,  if 
!l\J^  possessed  of  integrity  and  energy,  can  ac- 
complish almost  any  given  purpose  in  life.  Every 
Aa.y  furnishes  examples  of  men  who  commenced  in 
life  empty  handed  and  in  a  brief  period  of  time 
accumulated  considerable  fortune.  Such  is  the 
case  with  our  subject,  who  was  born  in  Germany 
Ma}'  11,  1828,  and  has  been  a  citizen  of  this  coun- 
try since  1840. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he  was  two 
years  old.  He  remained  in  his  native  land,  where 
he  was  given  a  fair  education,  until  1840,  when, 
in  company  with  his  father,  Jacob  Hammel,  he  em- 
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barked  on  a  sailing-vessel  for  the  United  States. 
Their  destination  w:is  St.  Clair  County,  this  state, 
and  there  they  made  their  home  until  the  decease 
of  the  fatiier  in  1855.  In  that  year  our  subject 
came  to  Handolpii  County,  and  after  various  re- 
movals, located  upon  his  present  property  in  1866. 

After  locating  here,  INIr.  Ilammel  did  hard  pio- 
neer work  in  improving  his  property  for  many 
j-ears.  lie  devotes  his  entire  time  to  agriculture, 
and  to  the  quarter-scctinn  which  he  first  owned  he 
has  added  until  his  possessions  number  three  hun- 
dred and  ten  acres.  It  is  well  improved  with  all 
the  modern  machinery  found  on  the  estate  of  an 
intelligent  farmer,  and  is  pleasantly  located  one 
mile  northeast  of  Preston  and  eight  miles  west  of 
Sparta.  In  connection  with  his  farming  operations 
Mr.  Mammel  for  eighteen  years  operated  a  thresh- 
ing machine. 

In  1851  our  subject  and  Miss  Doroth3^  Armstuch, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage, and  to  them  have  been  born  ten  children,  of 
whom  the  five  living  are,  Catherine,  Mrs.  "William 
Rinehart;  George;  Tracy,  the  wife  of  Daniel  Liber; 
Frank,  and  Sophia,  Mrs.  Albert  Rinehart.  In  his 
political  relations  ISIr.  Ilammel  has  always  voted 
with  the  Republican  parly.  Religiously  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  with  wiiich  de- 
nomination his  wife  is  also  connected. 


ASPER  HORSCHMANN,  who  is  engaged  in 
farming  on  section  29,  township  3,  range  8 
^^^''  west,  Monroe  County,  was  born  in  Deburg, 
Germany,  November  4,  1839,  and  is  a  son  of  .lohn 
and  Elizabeth  llorschmann,  who  in  1840  came 
with  their  family  to  this  country,  and  located  in 
Round  Prairie  Precinct,  of  Monroe  County,  where 
the  father  entered  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  land  from  the  Government.  He  also  bought 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  and  had  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres,  which  he  opened 
up  from  a  wild  and  uncultivated  tract.  He  cleared 
the  land  and  transformed  llio  raw  prairie  into  rich 
and  fertile  fields.  He  was  one  of  the  honored 
German  settlers  of  this  commutiity  and  a  leading 
farmer.     In   the   family    were  five  sons  and   two 


daughters,  of  whom  the  following  are  yet  living: 
Peter,  a  resident  of  New  Design  Precinct;  Casper; 
Jacob,  of  Prairie  du  Long;  Matt,  of  Randolph 
County;  Dora,  who  is  living  near  Belleville,  111.; 
and  Lizzie,  wife  of  William  Menerich.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  February  8,  1865. 

Mr.  llorschmann  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on 
the  old  homestead  farm,  which  he  helped  to  clear 
and  develop,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  but  his  privileges  in  that  direction  were 
quite  limited.  He  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  a 
time,  and  then  learned  the  butcher's  trade  at  Cen- 
treville,  where  he  was  also  employed  in  a  brewery. 
During  two  spring  seasons  he  was  engaged  in 
steamboating.  Thus  to  various  pursuits  he  de- 
voted his  energies  in  order  to  get  a  start  in  life. 

On  the  4tli  of  April,  1864,  Mr.  llorschmann  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Caroline  Burker, 
daughter  of  Louis  Burker,  who  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  who  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1847.  He  first  settled  in  Randolph  County,  but  af- 
terward removed  to  Duquoin,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  some  time.  Later  he  became  a  resident 
of  Springfield,  111.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  be- 
gan their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  which  has 
since  been  their  place  of  residence,  and  ttieir  union 
has  been  blessed  with  the  following  daughters: 
Dora  Josephine,  wife  of  Melcha  Sauer,  who  is  liv- 
ing in  Monroe  County, near  Red  Bud;  Mary  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Michael  Bell,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Prairie  du  Round  Township;  and  Gertrude,  wife 
of  Anton  Scherle,  of  the  same  township. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  llorschmann  was 
drafted  for  service,  but  on  .iccount  of  ill  health 
was  exempted  from  duty.  He  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  in  this  community, 
where  he  owns  and  operates  one  hundred  acres  of 
fine  land.  He  carries  on  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, and  is  quite  successful  in  his  undertakings. 
The  improvements  upon  his  place  stand  as  monu- 
mcntii  to  his  tiirift  and  enterprise.  His  residence 
is  a  comfortable  and  commodious  dwelling,  which 
is  situ.ated  in  the  midst  of  well  tilled  fields,  which 
yield  to  the  owner  a  good  income.  He  also  owns 
a  house  and  three  lots  in  Red  Bud.  He  and  his 
family  are  all  members  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  in  politics,  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican.     For 
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twelve  years  he  served  as  Constable,  proving  a 
capable  officer.  Mr.  Horschmann  is  a  self-made 
man,  and,  aided  by  bis  wife,  he  has  achieved  success 
in  life.  He  is  a  highly  respected  citizen,  and  with 
pleasure  we  present  to  our  readers  this  sketch  of 
his  career. 

-— 0#P ■    . 
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JOSEPH  LINDSAY,  a  native  of  Randolph 
Count}',  is  one  of  the  most  intelligent  and 
practical  members  of  tlie  farming  commu- 
nity that  is  building  up  and  carrying  on  the 
extensive  agricultural  interest  of  township  4,  range 
6.  He  owns  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  acres 
of  finely  developed  land  located  on  section  24, 
where  he  and  his  family  are  enjoying  the  comforts 
Of  life. 

Thomas  and  Jane  (Strahan)  Lindsay,  the  parents 
of  our  subject,  were  natives  respectively  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Pennsylvania,  the  father  having  been 
born  February  7,  1792,  and  the  mother  July  24, 
180L  Mrs.  Jane  Lindsay  was  the  daughter  of 
James  and  Ann  (Blair)  Strahan,  early  settlers  in 
this  county.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  pa- 
triot in  the  War  of  1812,  and  during  that  period 
took  part  in  the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  On  com- 
ing to  Illinois,  he  located  on  the  outskirts  of  the 
Irish  settlement  in  Randolph  County.  Soon  after- 
ward he  was  married,  and  with  his  wife  made  his 
home  on  the  farm  upon  which  our  subject  is  resid- 
ing, and  which  was  then  a  wild  and  uncultivated 
tract.  For  many  years  the  only  living  creatures 
near  his  home  were  wild  animals  and  Indians; 
here  the  parents  continued  to  reside,  giving  their 
entire  attention  to  the  improvement  and  thor- 
ough cultivation  of  their  farm.  The  father  died 
in  April,  1854,  while  his  good  wife,  who  survived 
him  many  years,  departed  this  life  August  24,  1880. 
The  parental  family  included  five  sons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  six  are  living.  Joseph,  of  this 
sketch,  was  born  December  16,  1840,  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  when  old  enough  conned  his  les- 
sons in  a  school  which  was  carried  on  b}'  means 
of  subscriptions.  He  remained  at  home  until  at- 
taining mature  j'ears  and  thus  received  a  thor- 
ough training  in    farm  duties,  so  that  when   the 


estate  came  into  his  possession  he  was  well  fitted 
to  successfully  manage  it. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
in  1874  was  Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Ann  (Edgar)  Dock,  natives  of  Scotland.  On 
emigrating  to  America  in  1853,  the  parents  came  to 
Illinois,  making  their  first  home  near  Marissa,  St. 
Clair  County,  and  later  made  permanent  settlement 
in  township  4,  range  5.  Mrs.  Lindsaj*  was  born  in 
July,  1842,  in  Scotland,  and  has  become  the  mother 
of  three  children,  Fred,  Frank  and  Alfred. 

Mr.  Lindsay  has  alwa3'S  resided  upon  the  old 
homestead  and  devotes  his  time  to  mixed  farm- 
ing. His  tract  is  in  a  perfect  state  of  cultivation, 
and  by  proper  rotation  of  crops  is  made  to  j'ield 
a  good  increase.  He  has  given  his  children  good 
educations,  and  hi»  eldest  son  is  attending  the 
Sparta  High  School.  He  is  a  close  observer  and 
is  thorouglily  in  sympathy  with  movements  of  a 
political  and  religious  nature.  In  regard  to  the 
latter  point  he  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Sparta.  In  politics  he  is  identified  with 
the  Republican  party  and  is  well  known  through- 
out the  community  as  an  honest,  upright  and 
warm-hearted  man. 


^yJACOB  MELLY,  who  resides  in  Red  Bud 
and  is  one  of  its  representative  business  men, 
deserves  honorable  mention  in  this  volume, 
and  with  pleasure  we  present  the  record  of 
his  life  to  our  readers.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick  and  is  doing  a  good  business. 
He  claims  Illinois  as  the  state  of  his  nativity,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Belleville  in  1858.  His 
parents,  Michael  and  Sophia  (Rudolph)  Melly, 
were  both  natives  of  Alsace-Lorraine,  France,  and 
in  childhood  came  to  America.  Their  marriage 
was  celebrated  in  Centreville,  111.  They  afterward 
removed  to  Belleville,  and  about  1859  went  to 
Evansville,  111.,  whence  they  came  to  Red  Bud  a 
year  later. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Melly  was  born  a  family  of 
six  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely': 
Mary,  Sophia,  Jacob,   Joseph,  Elmil   and   Willie. 
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The  father  here  established  a  brick  manufactory, 
and  from  his  yards  came  nearly  all  the  brick  which 
has  been  used  in  the  building  of  this  place.  Evi- 
dences of  his  handiwork  are  tlierefore  seen  on 
every  side  and  indicate  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 
He  continued  business  along  that  line  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1882.  Ju  politics  he  was 
a  stanch  Democrat,  was  an  active  Christian  gen- 
tleman and  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  who  had  the 
high  regard  of  all  with  whom  business  or  social 
relations  have  brought  liini  in  contact. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Jacob  Mell^'  was  reared 
to  manhood,  spending  his  boyhood  da3-s  amidst 
play  and  work  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads. 
The  public  schools  of  the  neighliorhood  afforded 
him  his  educational  privileges.  From  earl3'  life 
he  was  more  or  less  in  his  father's  brick-yard  and 
soon  became  familiar  with  tlie  business  in  all  its 
departments,  so  that  upon  his  father's  death,  in 
1882,  he  immediately  took  charge  of  the  business, 
which  he  has  carried  on  continuously  since,  enlarg- 
ing his  facilities  to  meet  the  demand  of  his  in- 
creasing trade.  He  now  does  an  extensive  busi- 
ness, orders  coming  from  long  distances,  for  the 
product  of  his  yards  is  of  the  best  quality  and 
therefore  finds  a  ready  sale  on  the  market. 

Mr.  Melly,  his  sister  and  mother,  live  together 
in  the  old  home,  which  has  now  been  the  abode  of 
the  family  for  a  number  of  years.  They  are  all 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  are  people  of 
prominence  in  the  community,  where  they  have 
many  friends. 

~  ~ — — ^ 

ylLLIAM  MARTIN  SCHUWERK,  attorney- 
at-law  at  Evansville,  is  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  popular  men  in  his  profession. 
He  was  born  near  Cleveland,  Ohio,  April  12,  1856, 
and  is  a  son  of  Peter  Paul  and  Elizabeth  (Mosser) 
Schuwerk.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a  native 
of  Wurtemberg,  German}',  where  his  birth  occurred 
in  1814.  In  1852,  when  a  j-oung  man,  prior  to 
his  marriage,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
and  two  years  later  was  married  in  Cuyahoga 
County,  Ohio. 

In  the  fall  of  1859,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
made  their  advent  into  Randolph  County  and  lo- 


cated on  a,  farm  near  Evansville,  where  the  father 
was  living  at  the  .time  of  his  decease  ten  years 
later.  After  his  death,  the  mother  of  our  subject 
removed  to  the  city,  where  her  decease  occurred 
in  1888.  She  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  of 
whom  Rosa,  Fred  and  Paul  arc  deceased.  Those 
living  besides  our  subject  arc  Mary  and  Anna. 

William  Schuwerk,  of  this  sketch,  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  Illinois  in  1859, 
and  received  his  primary  education  in  the  schools 
of  Randolph  County.  Later  he  entered  McKen- 
dree  College,  and  was  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution and  its  law  department  in  1882.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  began  to  pr.actice  his  profession, 
and  to-da}'  has  a  large  clientage  and  is  one  of  the 
leading  lawyers  in  the  county. 

June  7,  1883,  our  subject  and  Miss  Mary  M. 
Hoffman  were  united  in  raarri.age.  Mrs.  Schuwerk 
was  born  in  Macon  County,  111.,  in  1862,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Josephine  Hoffman, 
who  at  present  make  their  home  near  this  city.  To 
our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren, Myrtle  M.  and  William  H. 

The  popularity  of  Mr.  Schuwerk  is  indicated  by 
the  fact  that  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Thirty-sixth  General  Assembly  of  the  Illinois  Leg- 
islature in  1888,  serving  a  term  of  two  years.  His 
record  is  that  of  a  man  interested  in  public  im- 
provement, liberal  in  his  views  regarding  appro- 
priation, but  averse  to  extravagance  or  fraud.  In 
his  political  views  he  always  afliliates  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Sam- 
uel J.  Tilden. 

Socially  Mr.  Schuwerk  is  a  M.ason,  and  joined 
Kaskaskia  Lodge  No.  86  in  1885.  He  is  also  an 
Odd  Fellow,  being  a  member  of  Egypt  Star  Lodge 
No.  285,  of  Red  Bud,  111.  He  is  a  charter  member 
of  Hercules  Lodge  No.  228,  K.  of  P.,  at  Chester, 
111.,  and  is  connected  with  Lodge  No.  2658,  K.  of  H. 
at  Red  Bud,  and  the  Odd  Fellows'  encampment  at 
Chester.  He  has  been  very  infiueatial  in  these 
different  orders  and  represented  the  Masons  in  the 
Grand  Lodge   at  Chicago  during  1887-88-90-92. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Schuwerk  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice in  the  United  States  Courts  in  June,  1890.  He 
sees  at  a  glance  the  diflicult  point  in  question  and 
readily  sees  the  means  to  be  adopted  to  carry  it. 
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Stanch  in  principles,  clear  in  perception  and  de- 
cided in  character,  he  deserves  the  good  things 
which  have  come  to  him  and  the  high  character 
for  probity  which  he  has  gained  through  his  busi- 
ness and  social  acquaintance. 


ENRY  VOSS,  one  of  the  worthy  German 
citizens  of  Monroe  County,  now  follows 
farming  on  section  36,  township  3,  range  8 
west,  where  he  owns  and  operates  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-seven  acres  of  good  land.  With 
the  exception  of  twenty  acres,  the  entire  amount 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved. He  raises  grain  principally,  and  the 
waving  fields  tell  of  bountiful  harvests  and  indi- 
cate to  the  passer-by  the  thrift  and  enterprise  of 
the  owner. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Fred  Voss,  was  born 
in  the  province  of  Hanover,  Germany,  on  the  18th 
of  May,  1821,  and  there  married  Miss  Dora  Tott. 
He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  followed  that 
business  in  liis  native  laud.  In  1856  he  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  the  New  World,  and  took  up 
his  residence  in  Randolph  County,  111.,  where  he 
followed  carpentering  until  1868.  He  also  owned 
and  operated  one  hundred  acres  of  land  in  that 
community.  In  the  year  just  mentioned  he  came 
to  Monroe  County,  and  located  upon  the  farm 
which  is  now  the  home  of  our  subject,  there  se- 
curing two  hundred  acres  of  land.  It  was  an  un- 
improved tract,  but  ere  his  death  he  had  trans- 
formed it  into  one  of  the  fine  farms  of  the 
neighborhood.  He  passed  away  April  20,  1893,  in 
the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  of  which  he  was 
a  member.  In  his  political  views  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat. 

The  Voss  family  numbered  eight  children,  five 
of  whom  are  still  living,  as  follows:  Henr^-,  whose 
name  heads  this  record;  Fred,  a  resident  farmer  of 
township  3;  Fredericka,  wife  of  William  Nagel,of 
Randolph  County;  Anna,  wife  of  Herman  Nagel, 
also  of  Randolph  Count}-;  and  Sophia,  wife  of  An- 
drew Wickelheim,  of  Montgomery  County,  Mo. 

Henry  Voss  was  born  in  Germany  April  26, 
1848,  and  was  a  j'outh   of   only   eight   summers 


when  he  crossed  the  ocean  to  this  countrv.  His 
education  was  acquired  in  the  public  schools  of 
Randolph  County,  and  he  was  early  inured  to  the 
labors  of  the  farm.  On  the  21st  of  October,  1873, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sophia  Nagel, 
daughter  of  Ernest  Nagel,  one  of  the  early  settlers 
of  Randolph  County,  and  a  native  of  Germany. 
Sis  children  grace  their  union:  Henry,  Caroline, 
Herman,  Charles,  Ernst  and  August. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Voss  located  u])on  the 
farm  which  has  since  been  his  home,  and  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  whicli  he  has  since  devoted  his  energies. 
He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  agricult- 
urists of  the  community.  In  religious  belief  he  is 
a  Lutheran,  and  in  political  faith  he  is  a  Democrat. 
He  has  served  as  School  Director  of  his  township, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  evcrj'thing  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  and  advancement  of  the 
community. 


AMUEL  W.  McKELVEY.  Among  those 
to  whom  Randolph  County  owes  a  debt  of 
gratitude  for  their  share  in  the  develop- 
ment of  her  great  agricultural  resources 
and  the  various  affairs  through  which  the  interests 
of  society  are  advanced,  the  name  of  Samuel  Mc- 
Kelvey  should  not  be  passed  unnoted.  lie  was 
born  in  township  4,  range  6,  of  this  county,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1829,  and  is  still  residing  on  the  home 
farm  located  on  section  36,  where  he  is  the  propri- 
etor of  four  hundred  broad  acres.  The  early  recol- 
lections of  our  subject  are  of  a  country  much  more 
primitive  in  appearance  than  that  upon  which  his 
eyes  now  rest.  The  pioneer  school  which  lie  at- 
tended during  his  b03'hood  was  held  in  a  log 
house  with  primitive  furnishings. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Charles  McKelvey, 
was  born  in  the  Chester  District,  S.  C,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1789.  He  was  the  eldest  son  of  Hugh  Mc- 
Kelvey, a  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  who 
came  to  America  and  located  in  South  Carolina 
about  1787.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  came 
to  Illinois  the  year  it  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  state,  and  located  upon  the  farm  now  occupied 
b}'  the  widow  of  William  McElheiney,  situated  on 
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the  Sparta  road  from  Coulterville,  in  this  county. 
He  was  one  of  the  very  early  settlers  in  this  local- 
it}'  and  accuniulaled  a  large  amount  of  land.  He 
had  tliree  sons  and  three  datigliters,  all  of  wiiom 
are  now  deceased,  and  lie  departed  this  life  about 
1836. 

Mrs.  Mary  (Hunter)  McKelvey,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  also  a  native  of  South  Carolina, 
where  her  birth  occurred  July  22,  1797.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  John  Hunter,  who  lived  and  died 
in  that  stale.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
married  March  26,  1817,  in  South  Carolina,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1823  came  overland  to  Illinois, 
locating  on  the  farm  which  our  subject  is  now  oc- 
cupying. The  tract  included  a  quarter-section  of 
oak  openings,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  Aiiril 
26,  1856,  Charles  JIcKelvey  had  placed  one  hun- 
dred acres  under  good  improvement.  His  wife 
died  January  22,  1881,  after  having  become  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  only  five  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing, Alexander  R.,  James  R.,  our  subject,  Sarah 
(Mrs.  John  C.  Ritchie)  and  Amelia  (Mrs.  William 
Walker).  The  parents  were  active  members  of  the 
Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  and  had  many  sin- 
cere friends  throughout  their  community. 

Samuel  W.  .McKelve^'  has  spent  his  entire  life 
on  the  home  farm.  He  supplemented  the  knowledge 
gained  in  the  primitive  schools  of  his  locality  by 
attendance  at  the  Sparta  Academj'.  After  the  de- 
cease of  his  father  he  took  charge  of  the  farm, 
which  now  embraces  four  hundred  acres  all  in  one 
body,  and  which  is  devoted  to  general  farming. 
He  is  also  one  of  the  largest  stock-raisers  in  the 
county,  having  included  this  branch  of  farming 
with  his  other  large  interei5ts  in  1880.  He  now  has 
a  herd  of  over  eighty  head  of  registered  Jersey 
cattle  on  his  estate  and  sup|)lies  one  creamery  in 
this  localit}'  with  cream.  He  has  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  the  breeding  of  his  cattle,  and  it  is  safe  to 
say  he  has  one  of  the  finest  herds  in  the  United 
States.  He  was  one  of  the  first  to  establish  the 
Sparta  Creamery,  which  is  still  in  existence,  and 
in  many  other  wa^s  he  has  aided  in  the  industrial 
development  of  this  country. 

May  18,  1858,  Samuel  W.  McKelvey  and  Miss 
Nancy  T.,  daughter  of  Henry  L.  and  Elizabeth 
(Campbell)    McGuire,   were    united   in    marriage. 


The  lady  is  a  native  of  Washington  County,  III., 
where  her  birth  occurred  April  12,  1833.  Her 
father  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  and  her 
mother  was  born  near  Erie,  Pa.  By  her  union 
with  our  subject  have  been  born  five  children,  viz.: 
Charles  Sumner,  Eliza,  Ella,  Henry  Elmer  and 
Samuel  W.  The  eldest  son  married  Miss  Lizzie 
Gaud,  and  makes  his  home  in  Santa  Anna,  Cal., 
where  he  is  practicing  law.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Knox  College,  Galesburg,  III.,  while  the  remaining 
children  completed  their  studies  in  the  Monmouth 
College.  The  family  are  members  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church  at  Sparta,  and  our  subject  is 
one  of  its  most  active  members,  having  been  Trus- 
tee, a  member  of  the  session  and  a  delegate  from  his 
church  to  the  synod  held  at  Hanover,  III.  He  has 
always  been  a  great  worker  in  the  Sunda^'-school, 
and  held  the  Superinlendency  for  thirteen  j-ears. 
Mr.  McKelvey  never  fails  to  cast  his  vote  in 
favor  of  Republican  candidates,  and  although 
frequently  solicited  to  do  so,  always  refuses  to 
accept  office  of  any  kind.  In  1870  he  erected  a 
fine  brick  residence  on  his  place  wiiich  cost  ¥5,500, 
I  and  which  is  finished  and  furnished  in  modern 
style.  The  estimable  character  and  useful  life  of 
our  subject  have  secured  for  him  the  respect  of 
his  acquaintances  and  tlie  deep  regard  of  those 
who  know  him  best. 
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ERMANN  F.  AVIEBUSCH  is  engaged  in  the 
hotel  and  retail  liquor  business  at  Chester, 
being  proprietor  of  the  AViebusch  Hotel.  He 
is  a  native  of  this  city,  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred Xovember  11,  1857.  He  is  the  fourth  child 
born  to  Claus  and  Marj'  (Kipp)  Wiebusch,  the 
former  of  whom  is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  came 
to  America  when  a  3'oung  man  of  eighteen  years. 
A  brick  mason  by  trade,  he  followed  that  occupa- 
tion (luring  his  active  3'ears  in  Chester.  He  has 
now  attained  his  seventy-second  year,  while  his 
good  wife  has  lived  to  see  her  seventieth  birthday. 
In  his  boj'hood  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a 
student  in  the  Lutheran  school  at  Chester,  where 
he  acquired  a  practical  education.  He  became  self- 
supporting  at  an  early  age,  and  for  a  time  worked 
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out  on  farms,  and  was  also  engaged  as  a  teamster. 
When  twenty-two  years  of  age  Le  began  in  busi- 
ness for  himself  by  establishing  a  retail  liquor 
store  in  Chester,  of  which  he  is  still  the  proprietor, 
and  at  the  same  time  is  '"mine  host"  of  the  Wie- 
busch  Hotel.  In  1881  he  married  Miss  Wilhel- 
mina,  daughter  of  William  and  Sophia  (Crumve- 
der)  Sternberg,  natives  of  Germany,  who  settled 
upon  a  farm  near  Blair,  Randolph  County.  The 
union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiebusch  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  two  children,  one  of  whom  died  in 
infancy'.  George,  who  is  still  living,  makes  his 
home  with  his  pai'ents. 

Mrs.  Wiebusch  is  a  consistent  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject  is  a 
stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  while  his  private 
affairs  naturally  receive  the  major  part  of  his 
time  and  attention,  3'et  he  is  interested  in  the  wel- 
fare of  the  public,  and  is  prominent  in  local  mat- 
ters. He  has  served  as  Alderman  of  the  Third 
Ward  for  four  years,  and  has  been  Director  of  the 
Fair  Association  for  six  years.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  American  Legion  of  Honor,  and 
has  been  Treasurer  of  that  order  for  six  j-ears,  and 
at  the  present  time  holds  the  office  of  Commander. 
In  1884  and  1886  he  was  Chairman  of  the  Chester 
Democratic  Club,  and  indeed  his  name  h.as  been 
inseparably  associated  with  the  political  affairs  of 
this  county  for  a  number  of  years. 


-^^^y 


vp^    - 


> 


«^i  LEXANDER  WILSON  was  for  many  years 
a  leading  and  influential  citizen  of  Ran- 
(4  dolph  County.  Here  he  was  born  and 
<igif/  reared,  and  here  he  spent  his   entire   life. 

He  comes  of  a  family  of  Irish  lineage,  his  grand- 
father, Alexander  Wilson,  having  been  a  native  of 
the  Emerald  Isle.  He  was  also  the  founder  of  the 
family  in  America.  After  his  emigration  to  this 
country,  he  took  up  his  residence  in  Randolph 
County,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days. 

Foster  Wilson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  this  county,  and  by  occupation  was  a 
farmer.  Throughout  life  he  followed  that  pursuit, 
and  in  his  undertakings  met  with  good  success. 
His  death  occurred  about  the  year  1880.     He  mar- 


ried Rachel  Stephenson,  also  a  native  of  Illinois, 
as  were  her  parents.  She  was  called  to  her  final  rest 
in  the  3-ear  1849.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  were 
born  three  children:  Alexander,  whose  name  heads 
this  record;  Margaret  T.,  who  became  the  wife  of 
James  Anderson,  and  died  leaving  four  children, 
Nancy,  Alex  (deceased),  William  and  Lorene,  of 
Sparta;  and  .John,  the  youngest,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  seventeen. 

Alexander  Wilson  was  born  in  1843,  and  re- 
mained with  his  parents  on  the  farm  until  after 
his  mother's  death.  At  the  age  of  eight  years  he 
went  to  live  with  his  uncle,  Isaac  Nelson,  with 
whom  he  continued  until  1864,  when,  having  at- 
tained his  majorit}',  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self. He  followed  various  employments,  but  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  were  de- 
voted to  fanning.  When  the  war  broke  out  he  re- 
sponded to  the  countr3''s  call  for  troops,  and  did 
valiant  service  as  one  of  the  bo^'s  in  blue  of  Com- 
pany C,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  Illinois 
Infantr}'. 

On  the  24th  of  October,  1867,  Mr.  Wilson  and 
Miss  Elizabeth  Lawson  were  united  in  marriage, 
and  by  their  union  were  born  nine  children: 
Louisa,  wife  of  Charles  Thompson;  .Jessie  and 
Ella,  who  are  in  St.  Louis;  Maggie,  at  home;  John 
Alex,  who  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years;  Mattie, 
at  home;  and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  The  fa- 
ther of  this  famil}'  continued  his  agricultural  pur- 
suits for  a  number  of  years,  and  by  good  manage- 
ment, industry  and  enterprise  acquired  a  comfort- 
able competence,  lie  never  took  a  very  prominent 
part  in  public  affairs,  but  was  always  found  on  the 
side  of  those  entcrpri^s  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  welfare.  In  politics,  he  was  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  party,  and  socially  was 
connected  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic. 
He  was  alike  true  to  his  countiy  in  times  of  peace 
and  in  war,  and  no  trust  reposed  in  him  was  ever 
betrayed.  His  death  occurred  February  26,  1884, 
and  was  deeply  mourned  b^'  many  friends,  who 
held  him  in  high  regard. 

After  the  death  of  her  husband,  Mrs.  Wilson 
married  James  B.  Anderson,  who  was  born  in  Ran- 
dolph County  in  1826,  on  a  farm  southeast  of 
Sparta.     There  he  spent  his  entire  life  with  the  ex- 
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ception  of  a  short  time  passed  in  Pittsburgh,  where 
he  worked  in  a  cotton  factory.  Bj'  occupation  he 
was  a  farmer.  lie  started  out  in  life  for  himself 
empty-handed,  and  not  only  provided  for  his  own 
wants,  but  also  supported  his  mother,  giving  her  a 
home  until  her  death.  He  first  married  Matilda 
Nimock,  and  unto  thera  were  born  two  sons,  one 
who  died  in  early  childhood,  and  .James,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-one.  Hy  the  second  marriage 
there  was  a  daughter,  Mary,  who  died  when  onl^- 
three  weeks  old. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Anderson  was  a  Re- 
publican, and  took  quite  an  active  part  in  local 
politics.  For  several  years  he  served  as  School 
Trustee,  and  was  an  eflicient  ofHcer.  He  held  mem- 
bership with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  served 
as  Elder  for  some  time.  He  took  quite  an  active 
part  in  church  and  benevolent  work,  and  was  al- 
Wiiys  found  on  the  side  of  right.  He  was  called 
to  his  final  rest  July  1-2,  1893. 


-=]<. 


-^H^i 


^ILLIAM  EDMISTON.  The  result  of  en- 
'  ergy  and  perseverance  is  nowhere  better 
illustrated  than  in  the  career  of  Mr.  Ed- 
miston,  who  began  life  with  only  the  ability  with 
which  Nature  had  endowed  him.  He  is  at  the 
present  time  one  of  the  well  known  and  highly 
respected  citizens  of  Tilden,  Randolph  County. 
He  is  the  son  of  William  Edmislon.  who  was  born 
in  Virginia  in  1795.  The  paternal  grandparents 
of  our  subject  removed  from  the  above  state  to 
Lincoln  County,  Tenu.,  about  1810,  where  Will- 
iam, Sr.,  entered  the  War  of  1812,  taking  part  in 
the  battle  of  New  Orleans.  The  family  is  of 
Scotch  origin. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (.\skins)  Edmiston,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  a  native  of  Tennessee.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah  (Muelharan)  As- 
kins.  the  former  of  whom  was  born  .October  2.3, 
1755,  and  the  latter  January  27  of  the  same  j'ear. 
They  had  a  family  of  four  children,  and  the 
mother  of  oursubject  was  born  April  5,  1799.  In 
1815  she  married  William  Edmiston,  a  son  of 
Susan  (Ilanah)  Edmiston,  and  tliey  resided  in 
Tennessee  until  1832,  when  they  emigrated  to  Illi- 


nois, arriving  in  Randolph  County  April  19.  They 
immediately  located  on  section  5,  township  4, 
range  5,  and  there  the  father  erected  a  log  cabin, 
which  rude  structure  was  his  home  for  many  years. 
The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life  July  19, 
1833,  the  year  after  coming  hither,  and  her  hus- 
band continued  to  reside  upon  the  home  farm  un- 
til reaching  advanced  years.  He  afterward  made 
his  home  with  our  subject  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1885,  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years. 

In  the  parental  family  of  eight  children,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  only  survivor.  His 
mother  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyte- 
rian Church,  and  although  his  father  never  united 
with  any  congregation,  was  alw.ays  a  strict  observer 
of  the  Sabbath.  In  early  life  a  Whig,  he  later 
joined  the  Republican  party,  and  during  the  late 
war  was  a  strong  Union  man.  He  was  very  prom- 
inent and  iulluential  in  this  county,  and  aided  in 
the  organization  of  the  various  townships. 

Our  subject  was  born  JIarch  21,  1823,  in  Lincoln 
County,  Tenn.,  and  was  a  lad  of  nine  years  when 
he  came  to  this  county,  and  he  grew  to  manhood  on 
the  pioneer  farm.  He  has  spent  sixty-two  3'ears 
of  his  life  in  Randolph  County,  and  has  thus  been 
an  eye-witness  of  the  wonderful  changes  through 
which  it  has  passed,  and  has  aided  very  materially' 
in  bringing  it  to  its  present  high  standing  among 
its  sister  counties  in  the  state. 

Miss  Nancy,  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane 
(Strahan)  Lindsay,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
February  28,  1844.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  p;dmiston 
were  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Kentucky,  and  were  married  after  coming  to  this 
county,  in  Red  Bud,  in  1821.  They  located  on 
Flat  Prairie  in  1827,  where  they  passed  the  re- 
maining j-ears  of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in 
1855,  and  the  mother  in  August,  1880.  They 
were  the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  those 
living  are,  Eliza  Ann,  Mrs.  Edmiston,  Margaret 
Jane,  .Samuel,  Thomas  li.  and  Joseph.  Her  parents 
were  members  of  the  Associate  Reformed  Church, 
in  which  Mr.  Lindsa}'  was  an  Elder.  He  w!is  a  |)rom- 
inent  man  in  his  locality,  and  during  the  War  of 
1812  was  a  patriot  in  its  ranks. 

Mrs.  Edmiston  w-as  born  May  2,  1827,  in  Red 
Bud,  this  county,  and  after  her  union  with  our 
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subject  located  on  section  9,  township  4,  range  5, 
which  was  then  an  undeveloped  tract.  The}'  be- 
gan life  in  a  little  log  cabin,  wliich  was  pro- 
vided with  a  chimney  built  of  clay  and  sticks, 
and  during  the  first  night  spent  in  this  rude 
structure  the  snow  covered  the  floor  to  a  depth 
of  six  inches.  They  continued  to  make  their 
home  in  that  cabin  until  the  3'ear  1864,  when 
Mr.  Edraiston  erected  a  fine  brick  residence,  which 
contained  nine  rooms  and  a  basement,  and  which 
cost  him,  exclusive  of  his  own  labor,  $8,000.  It 
bears  all  the  modern  improvements,  is  furnished  in 
a  tasteful  manner,  and  is  one  of  the  best  residences 
in  the  precinct.  In  1862  he  built  a  fine  barn  on 
his  estate,  which  was  valued  at  $1,000. 

In  1871  our  subject  gave  each  of  his  five  chil- 
dren land  and  other  gifts  amounting  to  about 
$7,000,  and  removed  with  his  wife  into  the  village 
of  Tilden,  where  for  some  time  he  was  successfully 
engaged  in  the  grain  business.  Of  their  famil}^ 
James  Henry  married  Maggie  Bicket  and  lives  on 
the  old  homestead;  William  Thomas,  who  married 
Martha  Goren,  makes  his  home  on  section  16, 
of  this  township;  John  Harmon  married  Josephine 
McGuire,  and  is  also  a  resident  of  the  above  town- 
ship, where  Jane  Ann  and  Charles  Fremont  are 
living.  The  former  is  the  wife  of  Alexander  Bicket 
and  resides  on  section  17,  and  the  latter  married 
Martha  E.  Stephenson,  and  makes  his  home  on 
section  9. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Edmiston  have  been  active  mem- 
bers of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  for  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century.  Our  subject  has  been  interested 
in  Sunday-school  work,  and  has  taught  a  class  for 
ten  years.  He  is  a  strong  Republican  in  politics, 
and  has  represented  his  party  frequently  as  dele- 
gate to  the  various  conventions. 


-^ 


^!^EORGE  II.  CAMPBELL,  a  well  known  citi- 
11  ,-— .  zen  of  vSparta,  who  since  1881  has  been  one 
^^^/J)  of  the  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  iSparta 
Plain  Dealer,  is  a  representative  of  an  old  family 
of  this  community.  His  grandfather,  Abel  Camp- 
bell, was  born  in  Mansfield,  Conn.,  and  his  wife  in 
Norwich,  Conn.     He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage. 


and  was  descended  from  one  who  served  as  a 
soldier  under  Charles  the  Pretender,  and  after  the 
battle  of  Cullodeu,  tted  to  Ireland,  where  he  mar- 
ried, and  then  emigrated  to  America. 

Lewis  H.  Campbell,  father  of  our  subject,  was  y 
the  sixth  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  and  was 
born  in  Middlebury,  Vt.,  in  1818.  At  the  age  of 
twent3'-five  he  went  to  Troy,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
worked  in  the  car  factory  of  Eaton,  Gilbert  &  Co. 
In  1846,  he  emigrated  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  painting,  and  in  1858  came  to  Sparta, 
but  in  1879  again  returned  to  St.  Louis,  where  he 
now  makes  his  home.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  he  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in 
this  count}'.  He  is  a  faithful  member  and  active 
worker  in  the  Baptist  Church. 

In  Albany,  N.  Y.,  IMr.  Campbell  wedded  Mary 
Scott,  a  native  of  that  city,  and  a  daughter  of 
Marshall  Scott.  Her  grandfather  was  LTriah  Scott, 
of  Sharon,  Conn.,  and  there  her  father  was  born. 
When  a  j-oung  man,  he  went  to  Albany,  and  there 
married  Maria,  daughter  of  Leonard  Lewis.  She 
died  of  cholera  in  1832.  leaving  Mrs.  Campbell, 
then  a  babe  of  two  j'ears.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject had  a  familj'  of  five  children.  Lewis  F.,  the 
eldest,  now  of  St.  Louis,  wedded  Mary  Gorsuch,  of 
Sparta,  daughter  of  Dr.  Gorsuch,  a  druggist  and 
physician  of  this  place.  The}'  have  one  child, 
Frank.  Charles  M.,  who  is  business  manager  for 
the  Word  &  Works  Publishing  Company  of  St. 
Louis,  married  Clara  Morrow,  and  they  have  two 
children. 

Our  subject  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  fifteen,  beginning  work  as  a  printer  in  Mon- 
mouth, 111.  Since  that  time  he  has  been  identified 
with  newspaper  work.  In  1881,  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  Sparta  Plain  Dealer,  in  company 
with  Don  E.  Detrich,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Campbell  &  Smith,  editors  and  proprietors 
of  that  paper.  This  is  a  well  conducted  sheet  and 
receives  from  the  public  a  liberal  patronage. 

Mrs.  Campbell  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Marian 
Crawford.  She  was  born  in  this  county,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Bryce  Crawford,  who  now  resides  in 
Sparta.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have  one  child, 
Grace.  They  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.     In  politics,  he  is  a  Republican,  and  has 
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served  as  a  member  of  the  City  Council.  Socially 
he  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  belongs  to  Hope  Lod^e 
No.  162,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 


;^ 


IJOHN  MITRPHY.  In  every  state  in  the 
Union,  I  risli-American  citizens  are  to  be 
found,  mai<ing  their  way  steadily  onward 
in  the  accumulation  of  property,  and  se- 
curing llieir  means  by  honest  industry  and  untir- 
ing zeal.  In  Randolph  County  a  good  position 
among  the  farmers  and  land-owners  is  held  by  Mr. 
Murphy,  who  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  bt)rn  in  Coun- 
ty Antrim  in  April,  1823.  lie  grew  to  manhood  in 
the  Old  Country,  and  there  received  a  good  edu- 
cation. 

In  the  spring  of  1849,  when  determining  to 
try  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World,  our  subject 
boarded  a  sailing-vessel,  and  after  a  tedious  voy- 
age landed  on  American  shores.  Spending  six 
months  in  New  York  Cit3',  young  Murphy  came 
further  west  and  purchased  a  farm  located  a  short 
distance  from  his  present  estate.  This  he  later 
sold  for  $17,000,  and  invested  that  money  in  sec- 
tion 3,  township  4,  range  5,  which  he  immediately 
set  about  clearing  and  improving,  and  where  he 
still  makes  his  home. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  married  in  1853  was 
also  a  native  of  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  and  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Mary  Smith.  They  have  seven 
children  now  living,  who  bear  the  respective  names 
of  John,  Annie,  ^lar}',  .Jane,  Thomas,  Robert  and 
Gracie.  They  have  all  been  given  good  educa- 
tions, and  Annie  is  married  and  resides  in  Ne- 
braska. John  makes  his  home  at  Oakdalc,  Wash- 
ington County,  111.,  and  Robert  is  at  Monmoulh 
College. 

In  1864  Mr.  Murphy  enlisted  his  services  in  the 
Union  arm\%  joining  Company  F,  Twenty-eighth 
Illinois  Infantry.  After  joining  his  regiment  at 
Memphis,  Tcnn.,  he  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Jlobile  and  Whistler.  He  was  in  the  service  for 
twelve  months,  and  during  that  period  was  neither 
wounded  nor  taken  i)risoner. 

Receiving  his  honorable  discharge  October  19, 
1865,  at  Brownsville,  Tex.,  Mr.  Murphy  returned 


home,  and  has  ever  since  given  his  time  and 
attention  to  farm  pursuits.  In  addition  to  rais- 
ing the  various  cereals  he  makes  a  specialty  of 
breeding  fine  draft  horses,  and  has  a  number  of 
splendid  animals  on  his  place.  With  his  wife  he 
IS  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Tildcn.  As  might  l)e  expected,  he  is  a  Grand 
Army  man,  holding  membership  with  Post  No.  209, 
at  Coulterville.  He  is  a  worthy  representative  of 
the  Republican  party,  has  taken  an  active  part  in 
local  affairs,  and  has  been  called  upon  b^'  his  fel- 
low-citizens to  serve  as  a  member  of  the  School 
Board,  which  olilce  he  has  filled  with  entire  satis- 
faction. 


^''  OHN  G.  HOY,  who  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing near  Red  Bud,  Randolph  County, 
where  he  owns  and  operates  forty  acres  of 
<i^^  good  land,  was  born  on  Ralls  Ridge  in 
1848.  His  father,  Bartholomew  Hoy,  was  a  native 
of  Ireland.  He  caine  to  this  country,  and  having 
arrived  ai  years  of  maturity  married  Julia  Wlialen, 
a  native  of  Marj'land.  They  became  the  parents 
of  eight  children,  namely:  Thomas,  a  resident  of 
Red  Bud;  James  M.,of  New  Mexico;  Mary;  Bridget, 
deceased;  Patrick,  of  California;  Agnes,  wife  of 
William  Jakle,  of  St.  Louis;  .John  G.,  and  Isa- 
bella, wife  of  James  Roscow,  of  Red  Bud. 

The  father  of  this  family  emigrated  to  Randolph 
County  in  1832,  locating  in  I'rairie  du  Hocher, 
where  he  engaged  in  merchandising  for  two  years. 
He  then  sold  out  and  came  to  this  locality,  where 
he  purchased  a  half-section  of  land  which  he 
fenced  and  improved,  transforming  it  into  richly 
cultivated  fields.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  in  politics  was  a  Repub- 
lican. In  his  business  he  was  sagacious  and  far- 
sighted  and  won  success.  His  death  occurred  about 
1870. 

Mr.  Hoy  whose  name  heads  this  sketch  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  Ralls  Ridge,  and  the  greater 
part  of  his  life  has  there  been  passed.  In  his 
youth  he  became  familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm 
life,  and  to  agricultural  pursuits  he  yet  devotes 
his  energies.     His   fields   are  well  tilled,  and  the 
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neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the  place  indicates 
the  careful  supervision  of  the  owner.  He  man- 
ages the  Rail  farm  of  three  hundred  and  forty 
acres,  and  also  engages  in  raising  sheep,  cattle  and 
horses,  making  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle. 

In  1880  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  H03' 
and  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter  of  T.  Leo  Mudd, 
whose  people  were  the  very  earliest  settlers  of  the 
count3\  Six  children  have  been  born  of  their 
union,  namely:  .Julia  M.,  Agnes  A.,  T.  James, 
Clara,  Patrick  A.  and  .John  B.  Mr.  Hoy  and  his 
family  are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church  and 
contribute  liberally  to  its  support.  In  politics  he 
is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  warmly  advocates  the 
principles  of  his  party.  For  four  years  he  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  proving  a  capable 
and  etticient  officer.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  and 
useful  one,  devoted  almost  entirely  to  farm  labor. 


•S^^fe^^-^iS-g^^ie* 
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OLON  R.  BOYNTON,  M.  D.,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
Sparta,  comes  of  one  of  the  oldest  Amer- 
ican families.  They  came  originally  from 
Yorkshire,  England,  emigiating  to  America  about 
the  year  1620.  Our  subject's  great-grandparents 
were  Richard  and  Charlotte  Boynton,  and  the 
former  reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninet3'  3'ears. 
The  grandparents  were  Richard  and  Elizabeth 
(Davis)  Boynton,  natives  of  New  Hampshire.  The 
former  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity 
until  the  death  of  Morgnn.  He  served  two  years 
in  the  Revolutionary'  War.  His  father  was  a 
merchant  of  Salem,  IMass.,  and  died  when  on  board 
Lis  own  vessel  on  the  Atlantic. 

John  Boynton,  the  Doctor's  father,  was  born 
in  Boston,  Mass.,  in  1816,  and  there  remained  un- 
til he  had  attained  liis  majority'.  In  1838  he  mar- 
ried Harriet  Whitney,  who  was  born  in  Boston  in 
1817,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Stephen  and  Ruth 
(Wbitmore)  Whitnej'.  Her  grandparents,  William 
and  Rebecca  (Cody)  Whitney,  were  natives  of 
Roxburj',  Mass.,  and  the  former  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  in  which  he  was  wounded. 
He  afterward  received  a  pension  in  recognition 
of  his  services.     Upon  their  marriage,  Mr.  Boj'nton 


and  his  wife  removed  to  Quincy,  111.  When  a 
j^outh  he  had  served  a  seven  j-ears'  apprenticeship 
to  the  carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  through- 
out life.  In  18-11  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he 
was  emploj'ed  as  a  contractor.  His  last  da^'s  were 
spent  in  Ridge  Prairie,  St.  Clair  County,  HI., 
where  he  died  in  1888.  He  held  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  many  3'ears 
was  one  of  its  local  ministers,  and  by  his  labors 
did  much  good  in  the  world. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bo}'nton  were  born  eleven 
children.  Willis  and  the  child  next  in  order  of 
birtli  are  both  deceased.  .John  R.,  an  eminent 
surgeon,  who  is  connected  with  a  medical  school 
of  Chicago,  married  Framelia  Curtis  and  has  two 
children,  Hattie  and  Nonine.  Georgia  is  the  wife 
of  William  Bodiker,  a  coal  dealer  of  Murph3^s- 
boro,  by  whom  she  has  a  daughter,  Susa.  Julia 
is  now  deceased.  The  Doctor  is  the  next  3'ounger. 
Otis,  deceased,  was  a  contractor.  Susie  is  the 
widow  of  John  Aylmer,  of  Murphysboro,  and  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Hattie.  Joseph,  who  is  a 
master  mechanic  living  near  Duquoin,  married 
Maggie  Reed,  and  they  have  three  children:  Lillie, 
Joseph  and  John  R.  Two  children  of  the  Boyn- 
ton family  died  in  infancy. 

Dr.  Boynton  was  born  in  1852  in  St.  Louis 
County,  Mo.,  in  the  old  Seven  Mile  House  on  the 
St.  Charles  Rock  Road.  He  there  lived  until  five 
3'ears  of  age,  when  his  father  removed  to  Ridge 
Prairie.  In  his  boyhood  he  was  employed  in  farm 
labor  and  in  aiding  his  father  as  a  carpenter.  He 
then  studied  engineering,  and  in  his  leisure  hours 
read  medicine.  He  took  his  first  course  of  lectures 
in  1880,  in  the  St.  Louis  Homeopathic  Medical 
College,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1882. 
In  the  spring  of  the  following  year  he  located  in 
Sparta,  and  has  had  aconstantl3'  growing  practice. 
He  has  won  considerable  note  as  a  surgeon  and  is 
now  local  surgeon  for  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad. 

In  1872  the  Doctor  wedded  Miss  Zoe  Whitaker, 
a  native  of  England,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  with 
her  brother  on  the  Great  Eastern  in  1860,  and  lo- 
cated in  St.  Clair  Count3-.  They  now  have  one 
son,  Charles  O.  The  parents  are  both  members  of 
the  Presb3'terian  Church,  and  are  people  of  promi- 
nence in  this  communit3',  holding  an  enviable  po- 
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sition  in  social  circles.  Dr.  Boynton  is  a  self-made 
man.  lie  has  been  very  successful  in  his  under- 
takings, and  in  his  profession  is  rapidly  growing 
in  popularity  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Re- 
publican, lie  holds  nienibcrship  with  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  also  with  the  Railroad  Surgical  As- 
sociation. 

.    • ^#P ' 


^^^HRISTIAN  V.  GrER?:RT  was  a  native  of 
[|[^^  Germany,  and  a  son  of  Christian  and  So. 
^^r  i)liin  Gucbert,  who  were  also  born  iu  the 
same  country'.  Emigrating  to  America,  their  last 
days  were  spent  in  Red  Bud,  111.  Their  family 
numbered  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  as  follows: 
Christian,  William,  Ileur^-  and  Sophia.  The  fam- 
ily are  all  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
take  a  very  active  part  in  church  and  benevolent 
work.  The  Gueberts  are  all  representative  people 
and  are  numbered  among  tlie  loading  families  in 
the  community  in  which  they  have  so  long  re- 
sided. 

In  the  common  schools  Christian  Guebert  ac- 
quired a  good  education,  and  under  the  parental 
roof  he  was  reared  to  manhood.  At  length  he  de- 
termined to  seek  a  home  in  America,  and  crossed 
the  Atlantic  in  1854.  He  here  married  Miss  E. 
Kraemer,  and  unto  them  were  born  thirteen  chil- 
dren, twelve  of  whom  reached  adult  age. 

Jlr.  (iuebert  was  an  industrious  and  enterpris- 
ing man,  and  through  his  untiring  labors  and  per- 
severance he  accumulated  nearly  an  entire  section 
of  land  in  the  neighborhood  of  Red  Bud.  There 
he  made  his  home  until  his  death,  successfully 
carrying  on  agricultural  pursuits  and  placing  his 
land  under  a  very  high  state  of  cultivation,  thus 
making  it  one  of  the  valuable  and  desirable  farms 
of  the  neighborhood.  He  also  took  a  commend- 
able interest  in  public  affairs,  was  a  warm  friend 
of  the  common  schools  and  gave  all  of  his  chil- 
dren good  educational  privileges.  In  politics  be 
was  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  Democracy,  and 
in  religious  belief  was  a  Lutheran.  His  family 
all  belonged  to  the  same  church.  Mr.  Guebert  was 
called  to  his  final  rest  in  1892,  having  survived 
Uis  wife  about  ten  years.     They  were  both  active 


workers  in  the  church,  and  those  who  knew  them 
held  them  in  high  regard  for  their  many  excel- 
lencies of  character,  and  their  sterling  worth. 
Their  loss  to  the  community  was  widely  felt,  and 
it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  to  our  readers 
a  record  of  the  lives  of  people  who  were  so  well 
and  favorably  known. 

Henry  W.  Guebert,  their  eldest  son,  was  born 
in  1856,  on  the  old  homestead,  which  has  always 
been  his  place  of  abode,  and  is  dear  to  him  from 
the  associations  of  his  childhood,  as  well  as  those 
of  his  niaturer  years.  lie  now  owns  and  operates 
one  hundred  and  tifly  acres,  which  ho  has  placed 
under  a  high  slate  of  cultivation.  The  well  tilled 
fields  and  many  improvements  on  the  place,  to- 
gether with  its  neat  appearance,  indicate  the  thrift 
and  enterprise  which  is  so  characteiislic  of  the 
family. 

In  1885  Henry  Guebert  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Bcrta,  daughtei  of  Chris  Uosenberg, 
of  Monroe  Count3'.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  four  children:  Rosa,  Freda,  Louis  and  Ed- 
win. Mr.  Guebert  ha?  long  resided  in  this  lo- 
cality and  is  familiar  with  its  histor}^  from  an 
early  day.  He  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the 
upbuilding  of  the  community,  and  has  ever  borne 
his  part  in  the  work  of  public  advancement. 


"SD 


^■i^l 


'jT  SAAC  MORRIS,  who  carries  on  agricultural 
I  pursuits  in  township  5,  range  6,  Randolph 
(li  County,  has  spent  his  entire  life  upon  the  farm 
which  is  still  his  home,  and  which  was  his  birth- 
place. He  was  born  April  5,  1822,  and  comes 
of  an  English  family,  his  grandparents,  Samuel 
and  Lucy  (Stephens)  Monis,  having  both  been 
natives  of  England.  Emigrating  to  America,  the 
grandfather  followed  farming  in  South  Carolina, 
where  he  became  quite  well-to-do. 

William  Morris,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Yorkshire,  England,  June  7,  1797,  and  there 
lived  until  178;(,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  boyhood  in  the  Abbc}-- 
ville  District  of  South  Carolina.  He  there  mar- 
ried, but  his  wife  died  not  long  afterward.  He 
removed   to    Preble    County,   Ohio,    and    thence 
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came  to  Illinois  in  1816,  locating  upon  the  old 
Morris  homestead.  He  entered  from  the  Govern- 
ment a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  built 
a  log  cabin  and  began  life  in  true  pioneer  st3'le. 
As  the  years  passed,  however,  he  became  well-to-do, 
and  had  five  liundred  acres  of  land,  which  he 
willed  to  his  sons.  In  the  War  of  1812,  Mr.  Mor- 
ris served  under  General  Harrison.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Republican,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity.  He  also  belonged  to  the  United 
Presliyterian  Church.  He  was  a  very  temperate 
man,  never  using  tobacco  or  intoxicants,  and  he 
left  to  his  family  the  priceless  heritage  of  an  un- 
tarnished name.  His  death  occurred  in  1873.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Elizabeth  Newton,  and  was  a  native  of  Ireland. 
The  marriage  was  celebrated  in  1810,  and  she  died 
in  Randolph  County  in  1831.  Ten  children  were 
born  of  their  union:  James,  who  died  of  cholera 
in  1832;  Newton,  Ephraim  and  William,  all  de- 
ceased; Lucy,  widow  of  Joseph  McNuUy;  Eliza- 
beth, deceased;  Pauline,  Sarah  and  Alice. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  Isaac  Mor- 
ris spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and 
the  occupation  to  which  he  was  reared  he  has 
made  his  life  work.  In  1843  he  was  united  in 
marriage  witli  Priscilla  Colbert,  a  native  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  who  died  in  February,  1848,  leav- 
ing two  children,  one  who  died  in  early  childhood, 
and  Elizabeth,  who  died  at  the  age  of  thirty  years. 
In  1851  Mr.  Morris  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Mrs.  Mary  Campbell,  who  was 
born  in  this  county.  They  had  seven  children: 
Mar}'  Jane,  wlio  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  Al- 
bert, now  of  Sparta;  James,  who  died  at  tlie  age 
of  four  months;  Priscilla  Ellen,  wife  of  William 
A.  Ennis,  by  whom  she  has  four  children,  Mary  E., 
Ora  Ethel,  Lydia  E;iizabeth  and  Hilda  Ellen;  Lydia 
Annetta,  at  home;  Sidney  Thomas,  who  died  at 
theage  of  seventeen;  and  William  Henry,  who  mar- 
ried Nellie  Allen,  by  whom  he  has  one  child.  He  is 
now  in  a  wholesale  commission  house  in  Omaha, 
Neb. 

On  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Morris  started 
out  in  life  for  himself.  He  has  always  followed 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  practical  and  progressive  agriculturists  of  the 


community.  He  is  a  man  of  good  business  ability, 
and  his  success  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts. 
He  votes  with  tlie  Republican  party.  Both  he  and 
his  wife  hold  membership  with  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  are  people  of  sterling  worth, 
who  hold  an  enviable  position  in  social  circles. 


1^  A.  DINGES,  M.  D.,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  and  also  carries  on  a 
drug  store  in  Red  Bud,  has  the  honor  of 
being  a  native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Waterloo.  His  parents,  George  and 
Eva  (Eckel)  Dinges,  were  both  natives  of  Ger- 
many, born  near  Frankfort-on-the-Main,  where 
they  grew  to  mature  years  and  were  married. 
About  1854  they  bade  adieu  to  their  native  land 
and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America.  Their  fam- 
ily numbered  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still 
living.  The  father  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade 
and  one  of  his  sons  followed  the  same  pursuit. 
One  son,  George,  left  home  in  1861  to  enlist  among 
the  boys  in  blue  of  the  Union  army,  and  for  a 
time  served  under  General  Sigel.  He  continued 
with  his  company  until  after  the  siege  and  cap- 
ture of  Vicksburg,  and  then  died  in  Mississippi  of 
yellow  fever.  Another  brother,  Adam,  was  killed 
by  a  mule,  and  at  his  death'left  a  family  of  seven 
children.  Two  of  the  sisters  reside  in  St.  Louis, 
and  one  in  Monroe  County,  111. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boyhood  in 
the  place  of  his  nativity,  and  during  his  j'outh 
began  clerking  in  a  drug  store,  thus  earning  his 
own  livelihood.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  left 
home  and  went  to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  where  he 
spent  one  year,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period 
he  located  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  continued  in  the 
drug  business  for  five  years.  He  then  again  changed 
his  location,  coming  to  Red  Bud  in  October,  1878. 
In  the  autumn  of  1883  he  entered  the  Missouri 
Medical  College,  of  St.  Louis,  from  which  institu- 
tion he  was  graduated  after  pursuing  a  three  years' 
course,  in  1886.  He  at  once  returned  to  Red  Bud, 
and  again  took  charge  of  the  drug  store  which  he 
had  established  in  1878.     He  also  opened   an  of- 


John  Steele 


Mrs. Jane    Steele: 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


299 


fice,  and  has  since  been  successfully  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine. 

In  the  spring  of  1879  Dr.  Dinges  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Henry 
and  Margaret  (I.ohbeck)  Schrage,  who  remained 
in  Red  Hud  with  her  little  ones  while  the  Doctor 
attended  college.  They  have  three  children,  viz.: 
Eugene  George,  Ellanro  Margaret  and  Henry  Al- 
phons.  The  family  is  one  of  [)rominence  in  the 
commnnit3',  its  members  ranking  high  in  social 
circles. 

Since  1891  Dr.  J)inges  has  been  an  honored 
member  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Medical  Associa- 
tion. In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  now 
serving  his  second  term  as  County  Coroner.  He 
and  his  family  hold  membership  with  the  Catho- 
lic Church,  and  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Knights  of  America,  which  society  he  is  now  serving 
as  State  Vice-President.  His  skill  and  abilitj^  in 
his  profession  have  won  him  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion, and  he  is  now  doing  a  good  business,  both  as 
a  medical  practitioner  and  as  a  druggist. 
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"i^lOHN  STEELE,  who  was  for  many  j-ears  a 
successful  and  prominent  general  agricult- 
urist of  Washington  County,  and  a  public- 
spirited  citizen,  widely  and  highly  esteemed, 
entered  into  rest  Se[)tember  11,  1882,  mourned  by 
a  host  of  old-time  friends,  in  whose  hearts  his 
memory  will  long  be  green.  In  18G.5  he  removed 
to  Sparta,  where  he  led  a  retired  life  until  his  de- 
cease. 

James  Steele,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  reared  to 
mature  years.  In  1835  he  decided  to  better  his 
financial  condition  bj-  coming  to  Illinois,  and  lo- 
cated on  Elk  Horn  Prairie,  where  he  was  residing  at 
the  time  of  his  decease,  in  1860.  He  was  very  pros- 
perous in  his  calling  of  an  agriculturist,  and  there 
W.1S  scarcely  a  man  in  his  vicinity  who  possessed  a 
better  knowledge  of  the  Scriptures  than  did  James 
Steele.  He  was  an  Elder  of  the  Covenanter  Church 
and  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  congregation 
at  Elk  Horn.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
6 


lican,  and  was  one  who  had  the  confidence  of  all, 
his  word  being  considered  as  good  as  his  bond. 

Mrs.  Isabel  (McClintock)  Steele,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  likewise  a  native  of  the  Keystone 
State,  and  w;is  married  to  James  Steele  in  1802. 
The  eight  children  of  whom  they  became  the  par- 
ents were,  John,  James  (deceased),  Alexander, 
Ezekiel,  Cyrus,  Hobcrt,  Emily  and  Isabel.  Mrs. 
Steele  departed  this  life  in  1833. 

Our  subject  was  born  March  4,  1804,  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Pa.,  and  tliere  resided  with  his  parents 
until  183.'),  when  the^'  removed  farther  west.  Two 
years  later  he  joined  them,  locating  in  Elk  Horn, 
where  he  purchased  three  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  improved  and  resided 
upon  until  1865.  He  was  very  methodical  in  his 
work,  and  was  self-made  in  the  ti'uest  sense  of  the 
word,  all  of  his  property  being  the  result  of  much 
hard  labor  on  his  part.  His  life  was  an  eminently 
useful  one  and  he  was  one  of  the  foremost  of  the 
venerable  citizens  of  his  township.  Few  residents 
of  the  county'  were  more  widely  known  and  none 
more  favorably  than  he. 

In  1837,  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  John  Steele 
married  Miss  Jane  Sitherwood,  a  native  of  the 
above  county.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Mary  (Walker)  Sitherwood,  natives  respectively 
of  England  and  New  Jersey,  and  both  are  now 
deceased.  In  his  political  relations  our  subject  was 
a  member  of  the  Republican  part3'.  He  never  held 
nor  aspired  to  public  office,  preferring  to  devote 
his  attention  exclusively  to  his  private  affairs. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Covenanter  Church  and 
was  Elder  in  the  Elk  Horn  congregation. 


JOSEPH  KLINKHARDT  is  the  enterprising 
proprietor  of  the  Ilecker  Creamery,  located 
in  ilecker.  111.  He  is  one  of  the  native  sons 
of  Monroe  Countj',  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred here,  December  11,  1856.  His  father,  Theo- 
dore F.  Klinkhardt,  was  born  in  Germany  December 
11,  1816,theregrew  to  manhood,  and  in  his  native 
land  married  Caroline  Kas ten,  also  a  German  bj' 
birth.  In  1840  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  Amer- 
ica, and   in    1842   brought  his  familj'  to  the  New 
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World.  Coming  west,  he  purchased  property 
south  of  Freedom,  and  when  joined  by  his  family, 
located  upon  his  land,  which  was  a  tract  of  wild 
prairie.  He  at  once  began  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement and  lived  in  true  pioneer  style  during 
the  early  j'ears.  He  was  enterprising  and  indus- 
trious and  success  crowned  liis  efforts.  From  time 
to  time  he  made  other  purchases,  and  at  his  death 
owned  six  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres  of 
farm  land,  besides  other  real  estate  and  personal 
property.  In  politics  he  was  a  supporter  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  served  as  Postmaster  of 
Hecker  for  about  twelve  years.  He  was  also  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  for  a  period  of  twenty-two 
years,  and  was  also  Notary  Public.  He  served  as 
Trustee  of  the  Catholic  Church  for  man}'  years. 
He  was  prominent  in  public  affairs  and  was  widely- 
known  as  a  valued  and  highly  respected  citizen. 
His  death  occurred  December  30,  1880,  and  his 
wife  passed  away  on  the  21st  of  June,  1884.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  one 
died  in  infancy.  Five  grew  to  mature  years  and 
four  are  3'et  living,  namely:  Mary,  wife  of  John 
Mann,  a  farmer  of  Perry  Count}';  Ellen,  wife  of 
Ernst  "Waldmann,  of  Washington  Count}-,  111.; 
Theodore,  a  farmer  living  two  and  a-half  miles 
south  of  Freedom;  and  Joseph.  Augusta  grew  to 
womanhood  and  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Frick, 
but  is  now  deceased. 

Mr.  Klinkhardt  was  reared  on  the  old  home- 
stead until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he  went  with 
his  parents  to  Freedom.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  spent  one  term  in  St.  Patrick's 
College.  He  then  assisted  his  father  in  the  store 
and  also  carried  on  farming  until  his  marriage. 
On  the  21st  of  September,  1875,  he  married  Miss 
Anna  Thum,  daughter  of  Jacob  Thum,a  native  of 
Switzerland.  The  lady  was  born  in  Belleville, 
111.,  and  was  reared  in  Monroe  County.  They 
have  four  children,  Eliza,  Theodore,  Emma  and 
George. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Klinkhardt  operated  his 
father's  farm  until  after  the  latter's  death,  when 
he  bought  out  the  entire  place.  For  ten  years  he 
continued  its  cultivation  and  was  a  successful 
farmer.  On  the  1st  of  August,  1890,  he  estab- 
lished  the  Hecker  Creamery,  which  he  has  since 


carried  on  in  connection  with  the  cultivation  of 
his  land.  He  owns  two  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres  of  land,  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
which  are  in  St.  Clair  County,  and  the  remainder  in 
Monroe  County.  It  is  all  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  is  well  improved.  He  keeps  on  hand 
a  large  number  of  cows  for  dairy  purposes,  and  the 
product  of  his  creamery  is  so  fine  that  he  always 
receives  the  highest  market  prices  in  Belleville 
and  St.  Louis,  to  which  places  he  ships  his  butter. 
His  business  career  has  been  a  prosperous  one.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  served 
as  District  Clerk  and  School  Trustee.  He  and  his 
wife  hold  membership  with  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  Trustees  of  that  organization. 


^fACOB  B.  BEATTIE.  A  foremost  position 
among  the  agriculturists  of  Randolph  Coun- 
ty must  be  accorded  to  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  owns  and  occupies  a  fine  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  on  section  33, 
township  4,  range  5.  He  is  the  son  of  James  H. 
Beattie,  who  was  born  near  Newburgh,  N.  Y.,  in 
1788,  and  is  the  grandson  of  Francis  and  Jane 
(Hall)  Beattie,  also  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  Thomas 
Beattie,  was  born  and  married  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, and  after  coming  to  the  United  States  set- 
tled in  Newburgh  in  1740. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was. 
Hannah  Burkhardt.  She  was  born  in  Alleglieny 
County,  Pa.,  in  179.5,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  Burkhardt,  who  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
after  coming  to  America  served  as  a  soldier  in  tlie 
French  and  Indian  War.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  married  in  1816,  and  four  years  later, 
the  father,  deciding  to  locate  further  west,  sailed 
down  the  Ohio  River  in  an  emigrant  boat,  being 
accompanied  on  the  journey  by  the  families  of 
AVilliam  Marshall  and  AVilliam  Temple.  Arriv- 
ing at  Shawncetown,  January  1,  1821,  they  came 
overland  to  Randolph  County  and  located  upon  a 
farm  in  township  4,  where  tliey  were  among  the 
earliest  settlers.  Here  the  father  of  our  subject 
opened  up  a  farm,  and  at  the  time  of  his  decease 
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had  accumulated  a  large  estate  of  six  biiiidred  and 
fort_v  acres.  His  wife,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the 
only  surviving  son,  died  in  1819,  an<l  afterward 
he  married  Miss  Margaret  Black.  Of  the  five 
children  born  to  them  only  one  is  living,  Robert 
T.;  Francis  II.  died  in  1886,  leaving  a  family  of 
five  children:  Nettie,  John  B.,  William  S.,  Rob- 
ert and  .letTerson.  Mrs.  Margaret  Beatlie  died  in 
1840,  and  the  fatlier  of  our  subject  departed  tliis 
life  in  1846.  The  latter  was  industrious,  prudent 
and  thrifty,  and  had  many  warm  friends  through- 
out the  county. 

J.  B.  Beattie  is  a 'native  of  Pennsylvania,  where 
his  birth  occurred  June  24,  1818,  in  Allegheny 
Count}-.  He  was  two  j-ears  of  age  when  his  father 
came  to  Illinois.  Here  he  received  his  education 
in  the  (lioneer  schools  and  here  he  was  reared  to 
farm  pursuits.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  town- 
ship 4,  range  5,  for  the  past  seventy-three  years, 
and  has  been  an  important  factor  in  advancing 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  county.  At  the 
time  his  father  located  here  the  country  was  in  a 
wild  condition,  and  was  very  sparse!}-  inhabited. 
Deer,  wild  turkeys  and  other  kinds  of  game  were 
plentiful.  Our  subject's  means  were  very  limited, 
but  he  was  reared  to  habits  of  industry,  and  was 
energetic  and  ambitious,  so  that  by  years  of  hard 
toil  he  has  accomplished  the  pioneer  task  of  de- 
veloping a  highly  productive  farm  from  the  wild- 
erness. 

In  February,  1854,  Mr.  Beattie  and  Miss  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Mclnt3-re) 
McMillan,  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Beattie 
was  born  December  5,  1829,  in  Scotland,  where 
her  parents  were  also  born.  They  are  both  now 
deceased,  and  at  their  death  left  a  family  of  three 
children:  John,  Mrs.  Beattie  and  Alexander.  To 
our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren: JIary  J.,  now  Mrs.  T.  B.  Stephenson,  w-hose 
sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Record; 
James  Hall,  who  married  Ada  Warner  and  resides 
in  Kansas  City,  Kan.;  John  Alexander,  who  mar- 
ried Miss  Patience  O.  Rusk,  and  also  resides  in  the 
above  place;  Jacob  L.,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Sparta,  this  county;  William  M.  and  Hannah  E., 
both  at  home. 

Our  subject  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  United 


Presbyterian  Church,  while  his  good  wife  holds 
membership  with  the  Christian  Church  near  her 
home.  In  his  political  relations  he  is  a  Prohibi- 
tionist and  has  aided  the  progress  of  that  party 
in  this  section  ver^-  materially.  He  has  been 
a  School  Director  for  the  past  ten  years,  and 
as  the  incumbent  of  that  position  has  given  en- 
tire satisfaction.  His  fine  estate,  which  includes 
two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  is  all  cultivated  with 
the  exception  of  seventy-five  acres.  The  land  is 
supplied  with  substantial  improvements  that  make 
it  one  of  the  most  desirable  farms  in  the  county. 

^'  OHN  C.  RITCHIE  is  one  of  those  progress- 
ive, wide-awake  farmers  who  find  both 
pleasure  and  profit  in  cultivating  the  soil, 
and  by  means  of  dignity  and  ability  tend 
to  raise  the  standard  of  their  chosen  occupation. 
Besides  agricultural  pursuits,  he  is  also  interested  in 
dairy  farming,  owning  at  the  present  time  twenty- 
nine  Jersey  cows.  His  estate,  which  comprises  two 
hundred  acres,  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  10, 
township  4,  range  6,  where  also  he  has  erected  his 
creamery,  and  now  turns  out  each  week  two  hun- 
dred pounds  of  butter. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Robert  J.  Ritchie, 
was  born  in  County  Derry,  Ireland,  in  1794,  and 
was  the  son  of  William  Ritchie,  who  married  a 
Miss  Hemphill.  The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's 
mother  was  Jane  Marshall.  She  was  a  native  of 
South  Carolina,  and  the  daughter  of  James  Mar- 
shall, who  was  married  in  that  state.  On  coming 
to  Illinois  in  1837,  he  located  on  a  farm  three 
miles  south  of  Edin,  this  county,  and  three  years 
later  came  to  this  township.  Here  he  entered  land 
from  the  Government  and  made  his  permanent 
home,  dying  in  1866.  His  good  wife  preceded 
him  to  the  better  land  by  many  yeai-s,  departing 
this  life  in  1844.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  of  whom  those  living  besides  our  subject 
are:  Mary,  the  wife  of  Moore  Smith,  who  re- 
sides on  section  11,  township  4;  and  Jane,  Mrs. 
Coulter,  who  lives  in  Arkansas. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret,  daugh- 
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ter  of  Samuel  Little,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in 
this  section.  By  this  union  was  born  a  daughter, 
Martha,  who  is  now  the  wife  of  George  Marshall, 
and  who  lives  in  Arkansas.  The  parents  of  our  sub- 
ject were  members  of  the  Reformed  Presb_vterian 
Church,  and  were  good  and  consistent  Christians. 
John  C.  Ritchie  was  born  .January  31,  183.5,  in 
Fairfield  District,  S.  C,  and  was  only  two  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  made  their  advent  into  this 
state,  and  five  years  old  when  they  located  on 
what  is  now  his  farm.  Here  he  grew  to  man's 
estate,  attending  the  district  school  and  supple- 
menting the  knowledge  gained  therein  by  a  term 
of  six  months  in  the  Sparta  schools.  When  eigh- 
teen years  of  age  he  hired  out  by  the  month  to  work 
on  farms,  and  spent  five  years  thus  employed. 

In  1858  Mr.  Ritchie  and  Miss  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Charles  and  Marj-  (Hunter)  McKelvej-,  old  set- 
tlers in  this  county,  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Ritchie  was  born  November  26,  1836,  on  the  old 
McKelvey  homestead,  in  this  township,  and  has 
spent  her  entire  life  in  Randolph  County.  After 
the  decease  of  his  father,  our  subject  purchased  the 
interest  in  the  old  homestead  of  his  sisters,  and 
since  then  has  been  engaged  in  its  profitable  op- 
eration. As  before  stated,  it  comprises  two  hun- 
dred acres,  and  he  has  added  to  his  income  as  a 
farmer  by  erecting  a  creamery  on  the  farm,  which 
is  supplied  with  all  modern  machinerj',  and  the 
churning  is  done  b}'  steam.  The  product  of  the 
dair3%  which  is  of  high  grade,  is  disposed  of  mostly 
at  Marissa.  Mr.  Ritchie  is  also  largely  interested 
in  stock-raising,  and  has  a  number  of  Chester- 
White  hogs  on  his  farm. 

Of  the  nine  children  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  we  give  the  following:  Charles  M.  mar- 
ried Jane  Hemphill;  Mary  Ida  is  the  wife  of  Oli- 
ver Wiley;  William  S.  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth;  Jane  Amelia  is  the  wife  of  Hugh  McClure; 
James  L.,  John  W.,  Sidney  AVillis,  Sarah  Mabel 
and  Stella  are  at  home.  They  have  all  been  given 
good  educations,  and  the  eldest  son,  who  is  a  min- 
ister in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  has  a 
charge  at  Oakdale,  this  state.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ritchie 
are  members  of  the  Reformed  Presbj^terian  Church, 
in  which  bodj'  the  former  has  been  Trustee  for 
thirty  yeai-s.    He  has  also  filled  the  oflSce  of  School 


Director,  and  in  politics  votes  the  Prohibition 
ticket.  William  S.,  the  second  son  of  our  subject, 
is  attending  school  in  the  Allegheny  Seminar}-,  in 
Allegheny,  Pa.,  where  he  is  fitting  himself  to  be- 
come a  minister,  for  which  calling  .Tames  and  .Tohn 
are  also  preparing  themselves.  James  is  attending 
sciiool  at  Groves  Cit}-,  Pa.,  and  prior  to  going 
there  was  graduated  from  the  S[)arta  High  Scliool, 
standing  one  hundred  in  every  study  for  three 
examinations. 


'^  GUIS  GREGSON  devotes  his  time  and  at- 
I  (@  tention  to  agricultural  pursuits  on  section 
J^—^  21,  township  3,  range  8  west,  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, where  he  has  under  his  control  four  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  good  land.  He  is  a  son  of 
James  Gregson,a  native  of  England,  who  when  a 
boy  came  to  this  country  with  his  father,  John 
Gregson,  who  settled  on  Round  Prairie,  in  Mon- 
roe County.  Here  he  entered  laud  from  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  upon  tiie  farm  which  he  there  de- 
veloped made  his  home  until  his  death. 

James  Gregson  was  reared  under  the  parental 
roof,  and  when  he  attained  to  man's  estate,  pur- 
chased a  farm  adjoining  the  old  place.  He  was 
married  in  1818  to  Philipena  Lower.  Her  fa- 
tiier  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  upon  coming 
to  tills  countr}',  settled  on  Round  Prairie  in  an 
early  day.  In  the  family  were  four  sons,  namely: 
Philip,  Henry,  Conrad  and  Peter.  Mr.  and  IMrs. 
Gregson  located  on  section  30,  township  3,  where  he 
owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  besides 
his  eighty  .acres  on  Round  Prairie  and  forty  acres 
on  the  creek.  There  he  followed  farming  until  a 
short  time  before  his  death,  when  he  removed  to 
Red  Bud.  By  his  first  marriage  he  had  three  chil- 
dren, who  are  yet  living:  Louis,  of  this  sketch; 
.John,  of  Red  Bud;  and  Peter,  who  is  living  on  the 
old  homestead.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife, 
Mr.  Gregson  wedded  Mrs.  Mary  Lower,  and  they 
had  three  children:  James  M.,  a  conductor  on  a 
street  car  in  St.  Louis;  William  II.,  who  is  living  in 
Jackson  County,  111.;  and  Emily,  tlie  wife  of  Hugh 
Murphy,  County  Assessor  of  Monroe  County.  The 
father  of  this  family  was  an  honored  pioneer  of 
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this  section,  and  was  a  man  highly  respected  for 
his  sterling  worth. 

On  tiic  home  farm,  November  5,  1810,  occurred 
the  birth  of  Louis  (4rogson.  lie  is  now  probably 
the  oldest  native  settler  of  the  townshii>.  He  was 
reared  under  the  [larental  roof  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads,  and  after  arriving  at  3a\irs  of 
maturity  he  was  married,  in  February,  1866,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Mc<Juillan, daughter  of  John  McQuillan, 
whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  liiis  work.  She 
was  born  in  St.  Louis,  but  her  girlhood  days  were 
spent  in  this  county.  The  young  couple  began 
their  domestic  life  upon  the  farm  which  is  now 
their  home.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren, and  the  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken 
by  the  hand  of  death.  Edward  L.,  the  eldest,  is 
now  a  farmer  of  this  communit}';  Albert  J.  aids  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm;  Louis  J.  is  teach- 
ing school  on  Round  Prairie;  Guy  .Joseph  and 
Martha  Mary  are  still  with  their  parents. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Giegson  own  four  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  he  devotes  his 
time  and  attention  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  the  breeding  of 
fine  Norman  horses.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Democracy,  and  has  served  .is  Highway 
Commissioner,  Supervisor  and  School  Director. 
In  these  various  positions  he  has  ever  discharged 
his  duties  with  a  promptness  and  fidelity  that  have 
won  him  high  commendation.  He  and  his  family 
are  all  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  are 
prominent  people  of  this  community,  holding  an 
enviable  position  in  social  circles. 


LFRED  ADAMS.  There  is  in  the  devel- 
opment of  every  successful  life  a  lesson 
to  ever3"one;  for  if  a  man  is  industriously 
ambitious  and  honorable  in  his  ambition, 
he  will  undoubtedly  rise  to  a  position  of  promi- 
nence, whether  having  a  prestige  of  family  and 
wealth  or  the  obscurity  of  povertj'.  We  are  led 
to  these  reflections  in  reviewing  the  life  of  Mr. 
Adams,  who  is  Sheriff  of  Randolph  Count}'. 

A  native  of  this  county,  our    subject  was  born 
within    three   miles  of  Chester,  March  27,  1849, 


and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Elizabeth  E.  (Jiaston) 
Adams.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Scotland, 
where  thej'  were  married,  and  about  1839  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  locating  the  follow- 
ing 3-ear  in  this  county.  They  were  farmers  by 
occupation  and  were  numbered  among  the  well- 
to-do  citizens  of  this  section  until  their  decease. 
The  father  died  in  March,  1883,  when  in  his 
seventy-third  year,  .and  his  good  wife  departed 
this  life  in  April,  1873.  The}'  reared  a  family  of 
seven  children,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  only 
one  now  living. 

Alfred  Adams,  of  this  sketch,  passed  his  boyhood 
days  on  his  father's  farm,  pursuing  the  advantages 
open  to  him  in  the  common  schools.  Having  no 
taste  for  agriculture,  he  determined  to  gain  a  good 
education  and  thus  fit  himself  to  occupy  almost 
any  position  in  life.  He  took  a  course  of  study 
in  McKendree  College,  at  Lebanon,  this  state,  and 
after  completing  his  studies  returned  to  the  home 
farm,  where  he  married  Miss  Clementina  Cowing, 
March  23,  1869.  Mrs.  Adams  was  a  native  of 
England,  and  was  born  in  Liverpool  December 
19,  1848.  She  w.as  a  daughter  of  Capt.  Ran- 
dolph K.  Cowing,  and  was  only  eleven  years  old 
when  she  came  to  the  United  States.  Her  father, 
who  w.as  a  sea  captain,  was  lost  on  one  of  his  trips 
while  crossing  the  Atlantic. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  have  been  blessed  with  a 
famil}-  of  three  children,  viz.:  Minnie  F.,  Natalie 
G.  and  Clementina  B.  In  October,  1870,  Mr. 
Adams  came  to  this  city,  where  he  embarked  in 
the  retail  grocerj'  I)usiness,  which  he  only  carried 
on,  however,  for  a  twelvemonth.  Later,  he  pur- 
chased a  sale  and  liverj'  stable  in  the  city,  of 
which  he  was  the  proprietor  for  eight  years,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  managed  his  affairs  in  a  most 
sj'stematic  manner.  He  was  then  compelled  to 
dispose  of  his  barns  on  account  of  being  elected 
City  Treasurer  for  a  term  of  two  years.  For  the 
succeeding  three  j'ears  he  was  engaged  in  the  in- 
surance business. 

In  1886  Mr.  Adams  was  honored  bj'  his  fellow- 
townsmen  by  being  elected  Count}'  Treasurer  for 
a  term  of  four  years  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
He  filled  this  otlice  very  acceptabl}',  and  was  so 
popular  in  political  circles  that  on  the  expiration 
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of  his  term  as  Treasurer  he  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Randolph  County,  which  position  he  is  holding 
at  the  present  time.  He  is  discharging  the  duties 
thus  devolving  upon  liim  with  sound  judgment, 
rare  discrimination,  tact  and  fairness,  and  the 
people  are  well  satisfied  with  his  manner  of  con- 
ducting the  affairs  of  his  ofHce.  He  has  been  verj- 
prominent  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  county,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Chester  Improve- 
ment Company.  Socially,  our  subject  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  lodge  in  the  city  of 
Chester. 


\T?  OHN  B.  BRATNEY,  Postmaster  at  Preston. 
Randolph  County,  is  also  acting  as  agent 
for  the  sale  of  wagons,  buggies  and  sewing 
machines.  He  is  a  native  born  citizen  of 
this  county,  a  son  of  one  of  its  honored  residents, 
and  owns  and  superintends  the  management  of  Ids 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  twenty-one  acres,  which 
is  located  one  mile  from  Preston. 

Our  subject  was  born  one  mile  from  where  he  is 
at  present  residing,  February  25,  1827,  and  is  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Elenor  (Beatty)  Bratney.  The 
father,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee,  came  to  this 
state  about  1818,  where  he  purchased  land  from 
the  Government  at  $1.25  per  acre.  Finallj'  making 
his  way  to  Randolph  County,  he  built  a  sawmill 
near  this  place,  which  he  operated  for  several 
years  with  indifferent  success.  Then  moving  up- 
on his  farm,  he  cleared  and  improved  it,  and  was 
engaged  in  its  operation  for  some  time.  After- 
ward he  settled  in  Preston  (wliich  was  in  that 
early  day  known  as  Pollock),  and  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business.  Later,  however,  he  opened  a 
tanning  establishment  in  Evansville,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  that  branch  of  business  at  the  time  of 
his  decease,  in  the  winter  of  1849.  He  was  a  very 
enterprising  citizen  and  never  lost  an  opportunity 
to  advance  the  welfare  of  his  township  materially 
or  socially. 

Our  subject  has  one  brother  living  of  a  family 
of  three  sons  and  one  daughter.     He  received  his 


education  in  a  primitive  log  schoolhouse,  which 
was  the  best  that  the  locality  afforded.  It  was 
situated  in  the  woods  and  bore  little  resemblance 
to  the  convenient  and  comfortable  school  build- 
ings of  to-day.  Our  subject  and  his  brother,  New- 
ton, were  taken  into  the  home  of  their  maternal 
uncle  in  childhood.  John  B.  remained  with  this 
relative  until  starting  out  in  life  for  himself.  A 
short  time  prior  to  attaining  his  majority,  he  went 
to  New  Orleans,  and  on  his  return  north  came 
again  to  this  county,  which  has  since  been  his 
home.  During  the  Mexican  War  he  joined  a  vol- 
unteer company,  but  as  their  services  were  not 
needed  he  did  not  go  to  war. 

In  1850  Mr.  Bratney  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mar3'  Jane  Crozier,  who  was  also  born 
in  this  county  and  reared  on  a  farm,  one  mile 
from  the  birthplace  of  our  subject.  After  their 
marriage  the  j'oung  people  moved  upon  the  farm 
which  had  been  left  to  Mr.  Bratney  by  his  father, 
and  on  whicii  lie  had  erected  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence. There  he  farmed  until  1858,  when  he  was 
appointed  Postmaster  at  Preston.  Moving  into 
the  village,  he  engaged  in  merchandising  in  con- 
nection with  his  official  duties  and  there  lived  for 
twenty  years.  He  has,  however,  held  the  office  of 
Postmaster  since  his  first  appointment,  during 
Buchanan's  administration,  and  is  still  the  incum- 
bent of  that  position.  He  has  also  been  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  two  terms,  was  Trustee  of  the 
School  Board,  in  which  bod}'  he  is  now  Clerk,  and 
holds  a  similar  position  among  the  Road  Commis- 
sioners. He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
Zachaiy  Taylor,  and  after  the  organization  of  the 
Republican  part}'  was  a  member  of  its  ranks  until 
1892,  when  he  joined  the  People's  party. 

Mrs.  Mary  J.  Bratney  died  eleven  months  after 
her  marriage,  and  Miss  Henrietta,  the  sister  of  our 
subject,  kept  house  for  him  until  her  marriage  with 
Alexander  Mann,  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  this 
county.  She  is  now  deceased.  The  lad}'  whom 
our  subject  married  in  1853  was  Miss  Margaret 
Thompson.  She  became  the  mother  of  a  son, 
Theodore  S.,  who  resides  in  St.  Louis.  His  mother 
died  in  Preston  in  October,  1864.  The  present 
wife  of  Mr.  Bratney,  with  whom  he  was  united  in 
1868,  was  Miss  Mary  W.  Pollock,  and  to  them  has 
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been  born   one  daughter,  Nettie  F.,  now  Mrs.  W. 
A.  Glore,  of  Steeleville. 

Robert,  the  j^iandfathcr  of  oiir  subject,  was  a 
soldier  in  tiie  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  the  fa- 
ther of  Mr.  Rratney  served  in  the  War  of  1812, 
under  General  Jackson.  The  former  witli  his  wife 
is  buried  on  the  farm  nt)w  owned  by  our  subject. 
Robert  Bratne.v,  the  brother  of  our  subject,  was 
shot  and  killed  by  his  tenant,  to  whom  he  had 
rented  his  farm  near  Preston,  lie  was  a  man  of 
excellent  character,  and  at  the  time  of  this  sad  af- 
fair was  living  in  Sparta. 


J/OriN  HAGP:D0RN,  justice  of  the  Peace 
'  in  Kvansville  Precinct,  is  also  a  prominent 
farmer,  whose  practical  sagacity  and  thrift 
have  brought  him  to  the  front  as  an  agri- 
culturist. To  this  interest  he  also  adds  that  of 
nurseryman,  and  is  well  liked  and  respected  by  all 
who  know  him.  Born  in  Prussia  May  31,  1832, 
he  is  the  son  of  Paules  and  Victoria  (Hase)  Hage- 
dorn,  also  natives  of  Prussia,  where  the  mother 
died  in  18G1. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  came  to  the 
United  .States  in  the  year  1866,  died  that  same 
3'ear  at  the  home  of  our  subject.  The  parental 
family  inclnded  six  children,  of  whom  three  be- 
sides our  sul)ject  are  living — a  brother  in  the 
Old  Countrjf  and  two  sisters  in  America.  John, 
of  this  sketch,  was  educated  in  Germany,  and 
was  there  married  on  the  lOth  of  Feliruary,  1857. 
On  the  28th  of  the  same  month  the  3'oung  cou- 
ple started  for  their  new  home  in  America, 
and,  making  their  way  directlj'  to  this  state,  lo- 
cated in  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  where  they 
made  their  home  during  the  summer.  Then,  com- 
ing to  Randolph  Count}-,  Mr.  llagedorn  located 
on  property  near  his  present  home,  clearing  land 
and  cultivating  and  embellishing  it  with  substan- 
tial buildings.  On  this  present  farm  he  continued 
to  reside  while  improving  another  one  he  had  pur- 
chased. He  is  now  the  proprietor  of  two  fine  es- 
tates, which  are  located  three  miles  east  of  Evans- 


ville,  one  comprising  eighty  acres,  and  the  other 
ninety-five  acres  of  land. 

Mr.  Hagcdorn  branched  out  in  the  nursery  busi- 
ness in  1888,  and  now  supplies  the  people  in  this 
section  with  the  choicest  variety  of  trees  and 
shrubs.  lie  also  raises  great  varieties  of  fruit,  for 
which  he  always  finds  a  good  market  in  the  city. 
Miss  Christina  Metz  and  our  subject  were  united 
in  marriage  in  1857.  Mrs.  llagedorn  was  born  in 
Prussia,  Germany,  and  by  her  marriage  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  six  children,  of  whom  those 
living  are:  Sophia,  Mrs.  Edward  Ludker;  Minnie, 
the  wife  of  James  H.  Mathews;  and  Theresa,  at 
home. 

Mr.  Hagedorn  is  a  genial  gentleman,  and  his 
social  qualities  make  him  a  general  favorite,  while 
his  ability  gives  him  a  prominent  part  in  the 
management  of  local  affairs.  In  politics  he  votes 
the  Republican  ticket,  and  has  been  Constable 
since  residing  here,  or  for  eight  years,  and  has 
served  a  like  period  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
That  he  is  popular  is  shown  by  the  fact  that,  al- 
though his  precinct  is  strongly  Democratic,  he 
never  fails  to  be  elected  when  brought  before  the 
people.  He  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff  for  seven 
years, and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln. 
With  his  wife  and  family  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 


JOHN  HEBERER  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Monroe  County,  111.  A  native  of  Darm- 
stadt. Germany,  he  was  born  in  1812,  and 
in  1832,  at  the  age  of  twenty'  years,  crossed 
the  Atlantic  to  the  New  World.  He  took  up  ins 
residence  in  IMonroe  County,  111.,  locating  near  Red 
Bud,  where  he  entered  land  from  the  Government, 
making  a  settlement  farther  south  than  any  other 
resident  of  this  locality  up  to  this  time.  He  then 
turned  his  attention  to  the  development  of  the 
wild  land,  and  transformed  the  raw  tract  into 
rich  and  fertile  fields. 

Mr.  Ilebeier  was  twice  married.  He  first  wedded 
Miss  Frick,  whose  people  were  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Illinois,  and  two  children  were  born 
unto  them.     John,  the  eldest,  is  now  a  resident  of 
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Perry  County,  where  he  is  extensively  engaged  in 
farming.  Kate  became  the  wife  of  Peter  Wicklein, 
and  died,  leaving  six  children.  After  the  death 
of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Heberer  wedded  Mary  Schara- 
ville  in  St.  Louis.  The  marriage  was  celebrated 
on  the  day  following  their  first  meeting.  They 
became  the  parents  of  six  children,  viz.:  Will- 
iam, a  farmer;  Henry,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one;  Charlie,  a  farmer  of  Jackson  County; 
Alexander  T.  D.;  Edward,  who  is  now  engaged 
in  the  real-estate  business  in  Red  Bud;  and  Adam, 
an  agriculturist  of  Jackson  County. 

The  family  resided  in  Monroe  County  until  about 
1880,  when  the  farm  in  that  locality  of  two  hun- 
dred and  eighty  acres  was  sold,  and  the3'  came  to 
Red  Bud.  Here  the  father  died  in  1884,  and  the 
mother  two  years  later.  They  were  prominent 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  the  support 
of  which  they  contributed  liberally.  Mr.  Heberer 
was  one  of  its  most  active  workers,  doing  all  in 
his  power  for  its  advancement.  In  1860  he  joined 
tlie  ranks  of  the  Republican  party,  of  which  he 
became  a  standi  advocate,  and  for  four  years  he 
acceptably  filled  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
His  life  was  one  well  worthy  of  emulation,  and 
his  loss  throughout  the  community  was  deeply 
mourned. 

Alexander  Heberer  was  born  in  Monroe  Coun- 
ty in  1857,  and  was  there  reared  and  educated. 
To  his  father  he  gave  the  benefit  of  his  services 
until  he  had  attained  to  man's  estate,  when  he 
began  selling  fruit  trees  for  the  Samuel  Bayles' 
Nursery  Company  of  St.  Louis.  He  was  thus  em- 
ployed fur  three  years,  after  which  he  spent  one 
year  as  a  farmer.  In  the  meantime  he  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  Waldmann,  by  whom 
he  has  four  children. 

In  1883  Mr.  Heberer  went  to  Jackson  County, 
where  his  brothers  had  previously  located,  and 
purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  to  the  im- 
provement of  which  he  devoted  his  energies  until 
his  return  to  Red  Bud,  in  March,  1893.  He  here 
purchased  the  Dunn  Brothers'  livery  stable,  and 
now  has  the  largest  livery  stock  in  the  city.  His 
vehicles  are  of  the  finest,  and  he  has  some  good 
horses.  From  the  public  he  receives  a  liberal  pat- 
ronage and  is  now  doing   a   good  business,  which 


he  well  merits.  Mr.  Heberer  is  a  member  of  the 
Treubund  of  Red  Bud.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
reared  in  the  Lutheran  Church  and  are  people  of 
worth,  who  have  manj'  friends  throughout  this 
community. 

ILLIAM  E.  LOHRBERG  is  a  leading  and 
successful  mercliant  of  Red  Bud,  his  na- 
tive town,  where  he  was  born  in  1854. 
His  parents,  Heniy  and  Mary  (Wicklein)  Lohr- 
berg,  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  during 
childhood  came  to  this  country,  locating  in  Ran- 
dolph Count3%  111.,  where  their  marriage  was  cele- 
brated. Eight  children  have  been  born  unto  them, 
of  whom  William  is  the  eldest.  Josephine  is  now 
the  wife  of  J.  H.  Parrott,  of  Kansas  City,  Kan. 
Elizabetli  is  the  wife  of  P.  Eisenbart,  of  Monroe 
Count}'.  George  is  engaged  in  farming  in  Mon- 
roe County.  Rebecca,  widow  of  Henry  Ratz,is  the 
proprietress  of  the  Commercial  Hotel.  Maggie  is 
the  wife  of  Al  Ratz,  of  Red  Bud. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood,  and  the  common  schools 
of  the  community  afforded  him  his  educational 
privileges.  He  followed  farming  in  Monroe  Coun- 
ty until  twenty-seven  3'ears  of  age,  when  he  went 
to  Kansas  City,  Kan.,  there  spending  one  year. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  came  to  Red 
Bud  and  secured  a  position  as  salesman  in  the  store 
of  Mr.  Ratz.  In  connection  with  Henry  Ratz,  the 
son  of  his  old  emploj'er,  he  purchased  his  present 
store,  and  since  1885  the  business  has  been  carried 
on  under  the  firm  name  of  Lohrberg  &  Ratz. 
They  carry  in  stock  everything  found  in  a  first- 
class  mercantile  establishment,  and  have  succeeded 
in  building  up  a  good  trade  as  tiie  result  of  their 
courteous  treatment,  fair  and  honest  dealing  and 
earnest  desire  to  please  their  customers. 

In  1884  Mr.  Lohrberg  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  Diehl,  and  unto  them  have  been 
born  five  children,  as  follows:  Ralph,  Elenora, 
Henry,  Tolga  and  Edwin.  Sociallv,  Mr.  Lohrberg 
is  connected  with  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  society.  In  politics 
he  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles. 

In  connection  with  his  other  interests,  our  sub- 
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ject  is  agent  for  the  Heim  Brewing  Company,  and 
is  also  engaged  in  tlie  manufacture  of  soda  water. 
He  owns  an  interest  in  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
twent}'  acres  in  Monroe  Count}',  and  is  the  sole 
owner  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in  the 
same  county,  which  yields  him  a  good  income.  He 
is  recognized  as  one  of  the  best  business  men  of 
Red  Bud,  and  though  j'et  a  young  man,  is  widely 
and  favorablj-  known.  He  is  also  public  spirited 
and  progressive  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the 
advancement  and  growth  of  the  comnninitj'  in 
whicli  he  makes  his  home.  It  is  with  pleasure  that 
we  present  to  our  readers  the  record  of  his  life. 


AJ.  CHARLES  J.  CHILDS,  M.  D.  All 
loyal  Americans  will  agree  that  the  old 
soldiers  who  sacrificed  home  comforts,  en- 
dured hardships  and  braved  dangers  dur- 
ing the  da3's  of  the  Nation's  peril  are  deserving 
of  remembrance.  The  historian  cannot  detail  the 
lives  spent  on  the  tented  field,  but  he  can  mention 
the  chief  events  by  which  the  gallant  soldier  se- 
cured victor_v,  too  often,  alas,  at  the  price  of  manly 
vigor  and  missing  limbs.  Were  there  no  other 
reasons  than  his  army  life,  we  should  be  glad  to 
present  to  our  readers  an  outline  of  the  history  of 
Major  C'hilds,  a  prominent  physician  of  Randolph 
Count}-,  who  is  residing  at  Coulterville. 

C)ur  subject  was  born  March  12,  1826,  fourteen 
miles  from  the  city  of  Baltimore,  Md.,  and  is  a  son 
of  Nathaniel  Childs,  who  was  born  in  Maryland  in 
1770.  The  family  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  three 
brothers  who  came  to  America  from  Sweden,  one 
locating  in  New  England,  another  in  South  Caro- 
lina, and  the  third  in  Maryland.  Our  subject's 
great-grandfather  was  a  blacksmith  in  Emmetsburg, 
Md.,  where  he  lived  over  two  hundred  years  ago. 
Nathaniel  Cliilds,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
a  soldier  in  liic  War  of  1812,  where  he  commanded 
a  mounted  company.  The  lady  whom  he  married 
was  born  in  Baltimore  in  1785,  and  bore  the  name 
of  Miss  Ann  .lessup.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
William   Jessup,  a  native  of  England,  who  emi- 


grated to  America  during  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Our  subject's  parents  came  west  in  1839  and  made 
a  permanent  home  in  St.  Louis,  where  the  father 
was  engaged  in  running  a  sawmill.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  politics  in  that  city,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  City  Council  for  ten  years.  He  was  Pro- 
bate Judge  in  Baltimore  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
was  a  valuable  and  influential  m.an  in  his  commu- 
nity. He  depaited  this  life  in  18.52,  and  his  good 
wife  died  in  18G5. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  survivor  in  the  parental 
family  of  sixteen  children,  fourteen  of  whom  grew 
to  mature  years.  He  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years 
when  his  parents  removed  to  St.  Louis,  where  his 
education  was  completed.  He  first  attended  the 
college  at  St.  Charles,  that  state,  and  later  the  St. 
Xavier  Catholic  College  at  St.  Louis.  Deciding  to 
become  a  physician,  Mr.  Childs  entered  the  Eclectic 
Medical  Institute  of  Cincinnati  with  the  Class  of 
'45,  and  two  years  later  became  a  student  in  the  St. 
Louis  Medical  College,  from  which  he  w.as  gradu- 
ated in  1848.  After  practicing  three  years  in  that 
city  he  went  to  Madison,  Ind.,  and  after  a  resi- 
dence there  of  three  years  returned  to  the  Mound 
City.  A  twelvemonth  later,  however,  he  came  to 
Chester,  this  county,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession  until  1861,  when  he  took 
up  his  abode  in  Sparta,  this  county. 

In  September  of  the  above  year,  Dr.  Childs  en- 
tered the  Union  army,  being  commissioned  First 
Lieutenant  of  Company  K,  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
He  was  sent  to  Pilot  Knob,  Mo.,  in  February,  1862, 
and  advanced  through  Arkansas  to  Helena,  in  the 
meantime  skirmishing  with  Generals  Price  and 
Van  Dorn.  July  1,  he  moved  with  his  company 
to  Jackson  Port,  Ark.,  and  in  the  skirmish  which 
followed  with  General  Ilovey,  Major  Childs  led 
the  advance  in  person,  and  compelled  the  retreat 
of  the  enemy.  Later  they  went  to  Clarendon,  and 
on  crossing  the  White  River  to  Helena,  Arlt.,  he 
encountered  the  guerrillas.  He  then  received  com- 
mand to  go  forward  with  one  hundred  men  as 
guards  along  the  river,  and  in  February,  1863, 
joined  Grant's  army. 

His  liealth  having  been  very  much  impaired.  Dr. 
Childs  returned  home,  intending  to  devote  his 
time  to  his  profession.     His  plans  were  frustrated, 
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however,  in  May,  1864,  by  a  call  for  one  hundred- 
day  men,  when  he  raised  a  coinpan}"  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirtj'-five  volunteers,  and  on  going  to 
Springfield  was  commissioned  Major  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Forty-second  Regiment.  He  was 
then  ordered  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he  served 
under  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith.  At  the  time  Forrest  made 
his  last  raid  on  Memphis,  our  subject's  regiment 
was  ordered  to  hold  White  Star  Station,  which  he 
did  at  the  head  of  bis  command.  On  his  return 
to  Memphis  he  was  ordered  to  Chicago,  where  they 
were  to  be  mustered  out.  General  Price  at  that 
time  was  making  a  raid  in  Missouri,  and  Major 
Childs'  regiment  was  called  upon  to  go  down  and 
aid  in  the  defense  of  St.  Louis.  They  went  for- 
ward, and  after  reaching  the  city  reported  to  Gen- 
eral Rosecrans,  who  ordered  them  to  Benton  Bar- 
ricks  and  afterward  to  guard  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad.  After  ten  days  thus  occupied  they  re- 
turned to  Chicago,  where  they  were  mustered  out 
November  1,  1864.  Major  Childs  was  very  popu- 
lar with  "the  boys"  and  was  on  many  occasions 
highly  complimented  for  his  brave  actions  by  his 
superior  officers. 

On  returning  home  from  the  war.  Dr.  Childs 
practiced  medicine  in  Sparta  until  April,  1874, 
when  he  came  to  Coulterville,  and  has  since  made 
his  home  at  this  place.  In  March,  1847,  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Elizabeth  A.  Balridge,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio,  November  13,  1828.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Alexander  H.  Balridge,  M.  I).,  who  was  Professor 
in  the  Eclectic  I^tedical  College  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Mrs.  Childs  is  a  lady  of  high  culture  and  fine  edu- 
cation, and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  eight  children,  of  whom  those 
living  are:  Emma  F.,  the  widow  of  S.  B.  Brown; 
Nathaniel,  a  student  in  the  theological  college  at 
Xenia,  Ohio;  Charles  A.,  a  farmer;  Elizabeth  May, 
the  wife  of  C.  R.  McKelvey,  and  Sally  J.,  the  wife 
of  R.  A.  Leiper.  The  Doctor  is  a  Presbyterian  re- 
ligiously, while  Mrs.  Childs  holds  membership  in 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 

In  politics  the  Doctor  always  takes  an  active 
part,  and  began  making  political  speeches  in  be- 
half of  the  Whig  party  when  eighteen  years  old. 
He  is  an  influential  citizen,  and  was  President 
of    the   Board    of    Trustees    of    Coulterville    for 


twelve  years.  The  schools  of  this  vicinity  find 
in  him  an  earnest  advocate,  and  the  Sparta  High 
School  owes  its  existence  to  his  push  and  en- 
ergy. He  has  been  School  Director  for  the  past 
nine  years,  and  during  that  time  was  Secretary  of 
the  Board. 

Dr.  Childs  was  a  personal  friend  of  Gen.  John 
A.  Logan,  Governors  Yates,  Hamilton  and  Fifer> 
and  Senator  Cullom.  He  was  present  at  the  state 
convention  that  instructed  for  Grant,  during  which 
time  the  contest  between  Logan  and  Farewell 
for  the  United  States  Senate  took  place.  At  dif- 
ferent times  he  has  been  associated  on  committees 
with  Stephen  A.  Douglas,  Jr.,  and  Robert  Lincoln. 
He  has  been  delegate  to  five  state  conventions,  and 
presided  over  the  first  Republican  convention,  held 
in  Randolph  County  in  1856. 


4r^ 


=^> 


!^,EORGE  HOMRIGHAUSEN  is  a  Notary 
II  (-— ,  Public  and  a  well  known  citizen  of  Red 
^^  Bud.  His  father,  Henr^'  Homrighausen, 
was  born  in  Prussia,  German^',  in  1822,  and  came 
to  America  in  1841,  locating  in  St.  Louis,  where 
he  remained  some  months.  In  compan3'  with  a 
friend  he  then  went  to  Kansas  Citj^,  but  finding 
no  employmeut  there,  returned  to  St.  Louis,  where 
he  worked  in  flouring  mills.  In  1847  he  was 
married  to  Sophia  Scharch,  and  in  March,  1854, 
came  with  his  family  to  Monroe  County,  111., 
where  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land.  The 
fortj'-acre  tract  on  which  he  settled  was  but  par- 
tially improved.  He  at  once  began  its  further 
development,  and  from  time  to  time  made  addi- 
tional purchases,  until  at  his  death  he  owned  five 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  and  highly 
improved  land.  He  came  to  this  country  a  poor 
man,  but  by  industry  and  economy  arose  to  a  posi- 
tion of  affluence. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Homrighausen  were  born  ten 
children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years: 
George,  of  this  sketch;  Frank,  of  Monroe  County; 
John,  who  resides  on  the  old  homestead;  William 
and  August,  who  are  also  living  in  Monroe  Coun- 
ty; Catherine,  who  makes  her  home  with  the 
brothers  just  mentioned;   Elizabeth,  wife  of  Ernst 
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Hoyl,  of  Monroe  County;  and  Annie,  wife  of 
George  Hepp,  Jr.,  of  Monroe  County.  The  father 
of  this  fiimily  held  many  oftices  of  public  trust. 
Me  served  for  sixteen  years  as  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
was  seven  years  Town  Tre.asurer,  and  was  filling 
that  position  at  the  time  of  his  death.  In  politics 
he  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Kvangelical  Church,  in  which  he  took  an  act- 
ive interest.  He  died  ,\pril  5,  188t,  and  his  wife 
passed  aw.iy  October  2,  1887.  They  were  consist- 
ent Christian  people  and  had  the  high  regard  of 
all  who  knew  them. 

George  Homrighausen  was  born  in  St.  Louis  in 
1851,  and  was  only  three  3'ears  old  when  his  par- 
ents came  to  Illinois.  He  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm,  aiding  in  the  labors  of  the  field  in 
the  summer  months  and  attending  the  common 
schools  through  the  winter.  He  thus  acquired  a 
knowledge  of  the  common  branches,  and  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  he  entered  the  seminary  of  Oakfield, 
Mo.  Later  he  attended  school  in  Waterloo,  and 
having  successfully  passed  an  examination  in  1861), 
be  taught  his  first  school  in  Prairie  du  Long  in  the 
following  winter,  after  which  he  taught  five  con- 
secutive terms  in  the  LTnion  school.  Afterward 
he  followed  his  profession  in  Monroe  County, 
having  charge  of  the  school  at  Freedom.  Through 
each  winter  season  until  1885  he  followed  the  vo- 
cation of  a  teacher  at  various  places.  In  1873  he 
attended  the  Normal  department  of  the  Southern 
Illinois  University,  of  Carbondale.  In  1885  he 
abandoned  teaching  and  devoted  his  time  to  farm- 
ing until  1891,  when  he  located  in  Red  Bud. 

In  187G  Mr.  Homrighausen  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Philip  Sauer,  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  Monroe  County  and  a  native  of  Germany.  He 
came  to  America  in  18.3.3,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four,  locating  in  Pennsylvania,  .and  remaining 
there  until  1838.  when  he  removed  to  Arkansas 
and  engaged  in  contract  work.  In  1839  he  re- 
moved to  Monroe  County-,  where  he  purchased 
and  improved  two  hundred  and  eighty -eight  acres 
of  land,  making  his  home  thereon  until  his  death. 
His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Sen- 
sel  and  was  a  resident  of  Round  Prairie.  They 
becanie  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Nicholas  and  William,  who  are  millers,  of  Evans- 


ville;  Philip,  a  farmer  of  Randolph  County;  Mary, 
deceased;  Catherine,  Mrs.  August  Slehfesl,  now 
deceased;  Magdalena,  Mrs.  .John  Barthe,  Jr.;  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  our  subject;  and  Sophia,  wife  of 
Frank  Homrighausen. 

Our  subject  owns  a  valuable  propertj'  in  Red 
Bud  and  a  well  improved  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Monroe  Countj',  which  3'ields 
to  him  a  good  income.  He  devotes  his  time  to 
looking  after  his  interests  .and  to  his  duties  as  No- 
tary Public.  He  held  the  office  of  Town  Treasurer 
in  Prairie  du  Long  for  eight  years  and  was  nom- 
inated on  the  Independent  ticket  for  County 
Clerk.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Mutual  Benefit  Association  of  Monroe  Coun- 
ty and  served  as  its  President  for  several  years. 
He  is  a  member  and  Trustee  of  the  Protestant 
Evangelical  Church,  and  has  lived  an  honorable, 
upright  life,  which  h.as  gained  him  the  confidence 
and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  contact.  He  is  numbered  among  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  this  locality  and  is  well  known  in  Ran- 
dolph and  adjoining  counties. 


IMOTHY  LIDDY  was  born  in  County 
Limerick,  Ireland,  in  1809,  and  on  emigrat- 
ing to  America  located  in  St.  Louis,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  contracting  and  in  grading 
streets.  In  the  winter  of  1843-44,  he  came  to 
Randolph  County,  bringing  with  him  his  wife  and 
one  child,  and  locating  upon  a  farm  of  one  hun- 
dred and  sixt3-  acres,  which  he  had  purchased  in 
1842.  In  1844  the  country  was  almost  flooded, 
the  water  reaching  the  highest  mark  ever  known 
in  this  community. 

In  1842,  Mr.  Liddy  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Margaret  McKenna,  a  native  of  Dublin,  Ireland, 
who  came  to  America  in  1834  with  her  mother 
and  brothers.  One  son,  James,  was  boni  unto 
them  ere  they  left  St.  Louis,  and  on  their  farm 
upon  the  prairie  the  family  circle  was  increased 
by  the  birth  of  five  children:  Lizzie,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  three  yeai-s;   Margaret;  Katie,  wife  of 
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John  Wall,  of  Waterloo,  now  deceased;  John,  de- 
ceased, and  Daniel. 

At  tlie  time  of  his  death,  Mr.  Liddy  owned 
over  eight  hundred  acres  of  valu.able  land,  the 
greater  part  of  which  was  situated  in  one  body, 
and  all  of  which  had  been  accumulated  through 
his  own  efforts;  his  industry,  economy  and  good 
management  being  the  factors  that  won  him  liis 
well  merited  success.  He  owned  besides  this  a 
third  interest  in  nine  hundred  acres  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Valley,-  near  old  Ft.  Charter,  all  of  which 
is  now  owned  by  his  son,  Daniel.  In  1865,  Mr. 
Liddy  was  stricken  with  paralysis,  and  from  this 
affliction  died  in  1872.  He  retained  his  faculties 
up  to  the  very  last  and  transacted  his  own  business. 
His  wife  survived  him  about  four  j-ears.  They 
were  worthy  people,  and  their  many  excellencies 
of  character  gained  them  high  regard. 

John  Liddy,  the  second  sou,  resided  on  the  old 
homestead  with  his  brother,  Daniel,  and  they  were 
equal  partners  in  the  business  until  the  death  of 
the  former.  He  died  from  sunstroke  in  August, 
1888.  James,  the  eldest,  disposed  of  his  business 
interests  in  Randolph  County,  and  is  now  a  resi- 
dent of  Perryville,  Mo. 

Daniel  Liddy  was  born  in  Randolph  County  in 
1853,  and  received  a  common-school  and  academic 
education.  On  the  death  of  tlie  father,  the  two 
brothers  succeeded  to  the  business,  and  since  the 
death  of  John,  Daniel  has  carried  on  the  business 
alone.  He  has  sold  none  of  the  propert}-,  but  has 
managed  it  all,  and  in  liis  careful  supervision  has 
displayed  excellent  business  and  executive  ability. 
His  sister  yet  owns  an  interest  in  the  propert3'. 
In  the  nine  hundred  acres,  of  which  the  father 
owned  a  third  interest,  the  other  owners  were 
John  and  Daniel,  and  the  property  is  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  latter.  On  this  farm  stands  a 
small  village,  which  was  established  by  Mr.  Liddj'. 
Altogether  he  and  his  sister  own  about  twelve 
hundred  acres  of  fine  land,  whicli  he  manages  and 
superintends  personally.  They  reside  on  the  old 
homestead  in  tlie  bouse  erected  by  their  father  be- 
fore his  death. 

In  their  political  views  the  members  of  the 
family  are  Democrats,  but  before  the  war,  Mr. 
Liddy,  Sr.,  was  a  strong  opponent  of  slavery.     He 


and  his  wife  were  conscientious  Catholics,  and 
reared  their  children  in  that  faith.  The  name  of 
Liddy  is  inseparably  connected  with  the  agricult- 
ural interests  of  this  community,  and  in  Daniel 
Liddy  the  family  has  a  worthy  representative. 


'^  ESSE  BANNISTER,  a  well  known  citizen  of 
Randolph  County,  is  descended  from  good 
old  Revolutionary  stock,  his  paternal  grand- 
father, Jesse  Bannister,  having  aided  in  the 
struggle  for  independence.  After  tlie  war  was 
over  he  received  a  pension  in  recognition  of  his 
services.  He  was  born  in  1754,  and  much  of  his 
life  was  passed  in  Vermont.  He  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  Bannister,  and  his  grandfather  was  Joseph 
Bannister,  one  of  three  brothers,  who  came  from 
England  to  America  in  1660  and  settled  in  Massa- 
chusetts. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Oliver  Bannister,  was 
born  in  Worcester,  Mass.,  in  July,  1794,  and  when 
a  young  man  of  twenty-one  went  to  New  York. 
There  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  cloth 
until  1829,  when  be  came  west  to  Illinois,  settling 
in  Randolph  County,  where  he  also  operated  a 
carding  machine  and  manufactured  cloth.  Later 
he  removed  to  Eden,  where  his  death  occurred. 
B3^  occupation  he  was  a  weaver  and  dyer,  and 
after  coming  west  he  followed  farming  in  addition 
to  other  enterprises.  At  one  time  he  owned  four- 
teen hundred  acres  of  land,  but  lost  much  of  this 
in  an  unfortunate  investment.  He  was  a  man  of 
good  habits  and  lived  an  upright,  honorable  life. 
In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  afterward  a 
Republican.  He  belonged  to  the  Reformed  Pres- 
byterian Church,  and  served  as  one  of  its  Trustees. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Eliza  Paul- 
hemns,  was  a  native  of  New  Jerse}-,  and  her  father 
was  a  native  of  Holland.  Mr.  and  Mi'S.  Bannister 
had  a  large  family,  but  onl}'  four  grew  to  mature 
years:  Charlotte,  who  is  deceased;  Lydia,  who  died 
leaving  one  son;  Lucretia,  wife  of  John  Baird;  and 
Jesse. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  Em- 
pire State,  and  when  two  ^ears  of  age  was  brought 
by  his  parents  to   Illinois,  where,  amid    the  wild 
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scenes  of  frontier  life,  he  was  reared  to  manhood. 

lie  reinaiiu'd  under  llie  parental  roof  until  twenty- 
six  years  of  age,  wiien,  in  18.')3,  lie  was  married, 
the  lady  of  liis  clioice  being  iMargaret,  daughter  of 
Josiiua  and  Margaret  Smith.  Her  parents  were 
natives  of  Ireland,  and  from  that  country  emi- 
grated to  Canada  and  thence  to  Missouri.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bannister  became  the  parents  of  eleven  ciiil- 
dren:  Ormsby,  who  is  now  living  in  Eden;  Laura, 
wife  of  C.  Young,  of  this  townsliip;  Olive,  at  iionie; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  Alfred  Miller,  of  Kansas;  Eliza- 
betii  and  William  T.,  both  of  Kansas;  Irene,  who 
died  at  llie  age  of  ten;  .Joshua  R.,  who  died  at  the 
age  of  twent3'-two;lT.  S.  Grant,  at  home;  Charlotte, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  one  year;  and  Waldo,  who 
completes  tlie  family-. 

Mr.  Bannister  began  farming  in  his  own  interest 
npon  his  marriage,  purchasing  sixty  acres  of  land 
at  ^10  per  acre.  From  time  to  time  he  has  extended 
the  boundaries  of  liis  farm  until  it  now  comprises 
four  liuiidied  acres  of  good  land,  all  of  whicli  is 
under  a  liigli  state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved. Tlie  place  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appear- 
ance and  gives  evidence  of  the  careful  supervi- 
sion of  tlie  owner.  His  time  is  largely'  taken  up 
by  liis  business,  but  lie  devotes  some  attention  to 
public  interests.  For  twenty  years  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  and  did  effective  service 
for  the  cause  of  education.  He  is  now  serving  as 
Township  Trustee,  hi  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
His  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church. 


^^ 


FREDERICK  GUKER  was  born  near  Stras- 
burg,  in  Alsace-Tjorraine,  in  1808,  and  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
America.  At  the  early  age  of  eight,  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  for  seven  years  worked 
in  a  mill.  He  then  served  a  three  years'  appren- 
ticesliip  to  a  baker,  and  a  year  later  he  determined 
to  seek  a  home  and  fortune  beyond  the  Atlantic. 
On  the  4th  of  July,  1827,  lie  landed  in  New  York, 
where  for  five  yeare  he  worked  at  his  trade.  He 
then  went  to  New  Orleans,  and  for  three  years  was 
employed  in  the  oldest  bakery  in  tlie  citj'.  In 
January,   1836,  he  went  up  the  Mississippi  to  St. 


Louis,  and  a  month  later  entered  the  employ  of 
.lolin  Mc(;innis,  of  Kaskaskia,  111.,  as  a  baker.  He 
served  one  year,  and  then  bought  out  his  em- 
ployer, carrying  on  the  business  in  his  own  inter- 
est, in  connection  with  which  he  also  established  a 
hotel  and  livery  business.  These  three  enterprises 
he  conducted  until  1858,  but  the  high  waters  of 
the  winters  of  1844,  1851  and  1858  completely 
swept  away  all  he  had  accumulated. 

Mr.  (inker  then  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
but  in  December,  1859,  again  went  to  New  Or- 
leans. He  had  married  in  1835,  in  that  city,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Margaret  Medart,  a  native 
of  Germany,  who  came  with  her  parents  to  this 
country  in  1832,  locating  in  the  Crescent  Citj\ 
Twelve  children  were  born  to  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years.  Chris- 
tina became  the  wife  of  INIicliael  Case,  and  died 
leaving  two  children,  Louisa  and  William;  Mrs. 
Caroline  Hendricks  died  leaving  one  son,  August, 
now  of  New  Orleans;  Louise  is  the  wife  of  George 
Hatters,  of  Algiers,  La.,  and  has  three  children, 
Georgiana,  Clara  and  Vivian;  Fred  D.  is  now  liv- 
ing in  Red  Bud;  .^largaret  is  the  wife  of  John 
Rail,  of  Red  Bud  Precinct,  by  whom  she  has  nine 
children;  Sophia  is  the  wife  of  James  Asliton,  a 
conductor  on  the  .Southern  Pacilic  Railroad  in  Ah 
giers.  La.,  and  they  have  four  children;  Maiy  E. 
is  the  wife  of  William  II.  Toy,  of  Omaha,  Neb. 
Daniel  died  in  Red  I'ud,  leaving  five  children, 
who  make  their  home  in  Randol()li  County. 

In  September,  1865,  Frederick  Guker  came  to 
Red  Bud,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
in  April,  1875.  In  politics  he  was  a  stalwart  sup- 
l)orter  of  the  Democratic  party.  Warm  hearted 
and  generous,  he  gave  libeially  of  his  means  to 
various  interests  and  enterprises,  and  no  needy 
one  ever  left  his  door  empty-handed.  He  had  the 
high  regard  of  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  death 
was  deeply  mourned. 

Fred  D.  Guker  was  born  in  Kaskaskia,  III..  April 
15,  184(1,  and  in  1816  was  taken  to  New  Orleans, 
where  he  lived  with  an  aunt,  Mrs.  Christine  Rivoil, 
until  1854,  when  he  returned  home  on  a  visit, 
spending  six  months  in  this  state.  In  1855,  he 
again  went  to  the  Crescent  City,  but  the  following 
year  returned  to  Kaskaskia,  and  continued  to  live 
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with  his  parents  until  1859.     In  that  year  he  again 

went  south,  and  from  1861  until  April,  1862,  was 
in  the  Confederate  arm3'.  He  was  taken  prisoner 
at  that  time,  and  on  being  paroled,  went  to  New 
Orleans.  He  acquired  a  good  education  in  Algiers, 
La.,  and  after  coming  to  Red  Bud,  taught  school 
for  about  six  years. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Guker  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Olive,  daughter  of  William  Brickey.  She 
died  in  Januarj',  1876,  and  he  afterward  married 
Miss  Mary  Gross,  a  native  of  Missouri.  Tliey  had 
six  children,  five  of  whom  are  j'et  living:  Reginald 
E.,  Fred  D.,  George  G.,  Irene  E.  and  Clarence  A. 
Edgar  F.  died  in  childhood. 

Mr.  Guker  has  been  honored  with  election  to 
office.  He  has  served  as  Town  and  City  Clerk 
since  May,  1874,  with  the  exception  of  one  term, 
and  has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace  for 
sixteen  consecutive  3ears.  He  was  Notary  Public 
for  fifteen  consecutive  jears,  and  has  been  Town 
Treasurer  since  June,  1892.  In  all  these  offices  he 
has  ever  been  found  faithful  and  true,  and  the 
promptness  and  fidelity  with  which  he  has  dis- 
charged his  public  duties  have  won  him  high  com- 
mendation. He  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  the  Odd  Fellows'  and  Knights  of  Honor  lodges, 
in  all  of  which  organizations  he  has  served  as  Sec- 
retary. A  man  of  sterling  worth,  he  has  man}- 
friends  throughout  the  community,  and  is  held  in 
high  esteem  b}'  all. 


i)HOMAS  H.  BURNS.  It  is  impossible  in  a 
brief  biographical  sketch  to  render  full  jus- 
tice to  prominent  men,  and  yet  there  are 
some  who  are  so  intimately  and  clearly  identified 
with  the  countj^'s  welfare,  and  whose  names  are  so 
familiar  to  all,  that  it  is  only  right  to  dwell  upon 
what  they  have  done  and  the  influence  of  their 
career  upon  others.  To  this  class  belongs  Thomas 
H.  Burns,  who  is  the  present  Trustee  of  township  5, 
range  10,  Randolph  County.  He  is  an  active, 
wide-awake  farmer,  who  lias  won  success  in  pur- 
suing his  favorite  occupation. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  in  Monroe  County, 


this  state,  December  8,  1841.  He  is  the  son  of 
James  and  Lucinda  (Brewer)  Burns,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Mo.,  in  1808. 
He  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent,  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  departed  this  life  in  1848  in  Monroe 
County,  this  state,  where  he  had  resided  for  a  few 
years.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  still  living,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  eighty  3-ears,  and  makes  her 
home  in  this  county.  Our  subject  and  his  brother, 
Basil  K.,  are  the  onlj-  members  living  of  the 
parental  family  of  eight  children.  The  former  re- 
ceived a  limited  education  in  the  common  schools 
of  Randolph  County,  and  after  the  decease  of  his 
father,  remained  at  home  with  his  mother  until 
reaching  his  majority'. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Thomas  H. 
Burns  joined  the  Union  ranks,  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  B,  Forty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry, 
which  was  commanded  by  his  brother,  James  P. 
At  the  battle  of  Ft.  Donelson,  in  which  our  sub- 
ject participated,  his  brother  was  killed.  Thomas 
H.  was  present  at  the  siege  of  Corinth,  and  at  the 
battle  of  Pleasant  Hill,  La.,  and  with  his  company 
was  detailed  on  the  raid  after  Price.  At  the  bat- 
tle of  Nashville,  which  followed,  he  was  color 
bearer,  and  in  1862,  when  at  Henderson,  Tenn., 
was  taken  prisoner  and  sent  to  Columbia,  that 
state,  whence  he  was  paroled  ten  days  later  and 
conveyed  to  Columbus,  Ohio,  where  he  was  ex- 
changed. During  the  last  three  years  of  his  serv- 
ice he  was  Corporal  of  his  company,  and  although 
in  the  war  from  the  beginning  to  the  close,  he  was 
never  wounded,  but  for  a  month  was  confined  in 
the  hospital  at  White  Station, Tenn.,  where  he  had 
an  attack  of  bilious  fever. 

After  the  establishment  of  peace,  our  subject  re- 
turned home  to  Randolph  Count}',  where  he  worked 
out  by  the  month  for  a  year,  and  October  16,  1866, 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Hull.  The  two  chil- 
dren who  have  come  to  bless  their  home  are 
Henry  E.  and  Sarah.  Mrs.  Burns  is  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while 
the  mother  of  our  subject  is  a  Catholic  in  rel.igion. 

Mr.  Burns  has  made  this  township  his  home 
since  1876.  He  is  truly  a  self-made  man,  and  has 
met  with  both  friendship  and  financial  success  in 
his  journey  through  life.     He  owns  two  hundred 
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and  forty-eiglit  acres  of  well  improved  land,  and 

his  residence  is  located  one  and  a-quarter  miles 
northeast  of  Hrewersville.  In  politics  he  votes 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  cast  his  first  bal- 
lot for  Abraham  Lincoln.  lie  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  public  affairs,  and  is  now  filling  the  office 
of  Township  Trustee.  As  might  be  expected,  he  is 
a  Grand  Arm^'  man,  being  connected  with  Nichol- 
son Post  No.  457,  at  Red  Bud. 


V 


^WAAkM  P.  Mclaughlin,  a  wide-awake 
young  man  of  Randolph  County,  is  now 
actively  connected  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  Sparta,  and  conducts  a  large  queensware 
and  grocery  store,  carrying  a  stock  valued  at 
|!.3,500.  He  is  also  the  owner  of  a  valuable  estate 
of  three  hundred  acres,  the  greater  portion  of 
which  is  under  an  admirable  state  of  cultivation, 
and  which  brings  him  a  good  income  from  its 
rental. 

Mathew  McLauglilin,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
is  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  was  born  in  County 
Antrim  in  1817.  He  crossed  the  Atlantic  about 
1833,  and  landing  on  American  soil,  made  his  way 
to  this  county,  where  he  purchased  land  on  section 
36,  township  5,  range  6.  Here  he  conducted  farm- 
ing operations,  and  was  more  than  ordinarily  suc- 
cessful in  his  chosen  calling.  He  was  classed  among 
the  wealthy  agriculturists  of  his  township.  He 
received  such  an  education  as  was  common  to  give 
the  youth  of  his  day  in  Ireland,  and  departed  this 
life  on  the  above  farm  in  1883.  He  was  ever  a 
consistent  Christian,  and  was  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  a  prominent  man 
in  politics  and  always  cast  his  ballot  for  Repub- 
lican candidates. 

Michael  and  .lennie  (Palton)  McLaughlin,  the 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  were  also 
natives  of  Ireland,  where  they  were  well-to-do 
farmers.  They  emigrated  to  the  United  Stales  in 
company  with  their  son  al)out  1833.  The  maiden 
name  of  our  subject's  mother  was  Martha  Kell. 
She  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  accompanied 
her  parents,  John  and  Nancy  Kell,  on  their  re- 
moval to  Itandolph  County.     She  died  some  time 


in  the  '50s,  after  having  become  the  mother  of  four 
children,  those  beside  our  subject  being  .John  (de- 
ceased), John,  the  second  of  that  name  (who  is 
also  deceased),  and  Margaret,  now  the  wife  of 
James  C.  Wilson,  of  this  county. 

A  native  of  Randolph  County,  William  P.  Mc- 
Laughlin was  born  December  12,  1846.  He  re- 
mained at  home  with  his  parents  until  reaching 
his  majority,  in  the  meantime  attending  the  dis- 
trict schools  during  the  winter  months,  and  work- 
ing out  on  farms  through  the  summer  seasons. 
When  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own  he  was 
married,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  Ward,  and 
the  young couiile  imm(Kiiatel_v  located  upon  rented 
propert}',  which  he  continued  to  operate  for  the 
following  four  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that 
time,  his  father  having  died,  our  subject  fell  heir 
to  the  old  homestead,  on  which  he  made  his  home 
until  1883,  the  date  of  his  removal  to  Sparta.  For 
the  succeeding  five  years,  however,  he  gave  his 
personal  attention  to  the  management  of  the 
home  farm,  but  in  1888  rented  the  property  and 
launched  out  in  the  grocery  business.  He  has  a 
well  equipped  establishment,  and  is  prompt  and 
courteous  in  his  dealings  with  customers,  and  as  a 
consequence  is  carrying  on  a  verj'  lucrative  trade. 

Mrs.  Eliza  J.  McLaughlin  was  a  native  of  this 
county,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Josiah  and  Jane 
(Caldwell)  Ward,  natives  of  South  Carolina.  She 
became  the  mother  of  three  children,  and  departed 
this  life  on  the  14th  of  April,  1875.  She  was 
one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  in  all  things  made  her  life  accord  with 
the  principles  taught  by  that  denomination.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  the  following  children: 
Martha  J.,  Charles  A.  and  Eliza  J.  The  latter 
died  on  the  8th  of  September,  1875.  In  the  year 
1876  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Margaret,  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Mar- 
garet (Anderson)  Russell,  natives  of  Ireland.  Mrs. 
McLaughlin  was  born  in  this  county,  and  by  her 
union  with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of 
the  following  four  children:  Margaret  E.,  William 
L.,  Martin  Henry  and  Ira  G.  Margaret  E.  de- 
parted this  life  July  8,  187;i. 

Our  subject  is  an  olUcial  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  with  which  denomination  his 
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wife  is  also  connected.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  as  one  of  Sparta's  most  enterprising  citizens, 
has  always  been  identified  with  moyements  bene- 
ficial to  the  community. 


r^ 


JOHN  B.  McQuillan  is  the  junior  member 
of  the  firm  of  Mudd  &  McQuillan,  dealers 
in  general  merchandise  at  Red  Bud.  He 
was  born  on  the  old  McQuillan  homestead 
in  Monroe  County,  J.Tnuary  21,  1851,  and  is  a  son 
of  John  McQuillan,  Sr.,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  work.  He  was  reared  upon  the  old 
farm  and  early  began  work  in  the  fields.  His 
primary  education  was  acquired  in  the  district 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  was  completed 
by  study  in  the  Mound  City  Commercial  College 
of  St.  Louis. 

Having  arrived  at  years  of  maturity,  Mr.  Mc- 
Quillan was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  R.  J. 
Dinan,  daughter  of  Timothy  Dinan,  one  of  the 
early  settlers  of  Monroe  Count}'.  The  lady  was 
born  and  reared  in  this  county,  and  the  marriage 
of  the  young  couple  was  celebrated  in  1879.  They 
began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  farm  and  there 
lived  for  a  number  of  3'ears,  Mr.  McQuillan  devot- 
ing his  time  and  attention  to  the  cultivation  of 
his  laud.  Three  children  came  to  bless  their 
union,  John,  Walter  and  Gus. 

In  1888,  Mr.  McQuillan  left  the  farm  and  came 
to  Red  Bud,  forming  a  partnership  with  W.  T. 
Mudd,  which  still  exists.  For  the  past  six  years 
they  have  carried  on  general  merchandising,  and 
now  have  a  fine  store  at  the  southwest  corner  of 
Main  and  Market  Streets.  The}'  began  operations 
on  a  small  scale,  but  their  trade  has  constantly  in- 
creased and  the}'  now  have  one  of  the  largest 
stores  in  the  place.  They  carry  a  fine  line  of 
goods,  and  by  fair  and  honest  dealing,  earnest  en- 
deavors to  please  their  customers  and  by  courteous 
treatment  they  have  secured  a  very  liberal  patron- 
age. The  members  of  the  firm  are  both  men  of 
good  business  abilitj',  enterprising  and  energetic, 
and  their  success  is  well  deserved. 

Besides  his  store  Mr.  McQuillan  owns  a  valuable 
farm  comprising  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of 


rich  land  in  Prairie  du  Long  Township,  Monroe 
County.  This  tract  is  under  a  high  state  of  culti- 
vation and  is  well  improved  with  all  tlie  acces- 
sories and  conveniences  which  go  to  make  up  a 
model  farm. 

In  his  political  aflSliations,  Mr.  McQuillan  is  a 
Republican  and  is  a  stanch  advocate  of  party 
principles.  He  has  served  as  School  Director  of  his 
township,  but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to 
his  business  interests.  He  belongs  to  the  Catholic 
Knights  of  Illinois,  of  which  he  is  now  Treasurer, 
lie  and  his  family  are  all  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  Their  home  is  one  of  the  fine 
residences  of  Red  Bud,  and  is  the  abode  of  hospi- 
tality and  good  cheer. 


/p^EORGE  SAXENMEYER,  manager  of  the 
i|  ^—  Saxenmej-er  Lumber  Compan}',  of  Red  Bud, 
^'^^j!  and  one  of  the  progressive  and  enterprising 
business  men  of  this  place,  has  here  spent  his  en- 
tire life.  It  is  his  native  town.  His  father,  George 
M.  Saxenmeyer,  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
and  in  1846,  bidding  adieu  to  home  and  friends, 
sailed  for  the  New  "World.  He  located  in  St. 
Louis  and  was  there  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Sophia  Friesenberg,  and  unto  them  was  born  a 
family  of  seven  children:  Theodore,  Annie, 
George,  Ferdinand,  Bertha,  Herman  and  Sophia. 
The  father  was  a  harness-maker  by  trade  and  fol- 
lowed that  business  throughout  his  entire  life.  He 
was  called  to  his  final  rest  in  1886. 

George  Saxenmeyer  was  born  in  1857,  and  in 
Randolph  County,  under  the  parental  roof,  grew 
to  manhood.  The  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood afforded  him  his  educational  privileges, 
and  on  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  learned 
the  harness-maker's  trade,  beginning  tiiat  business 
in  1872.  He  devoted  his  timeaiid  energies  to  the 
work  for  nineteen  years  and  met  with  good  success 
in  his  undertakings. 

In  1883  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Sax- 
enmej-erand  Miss  WilhelminaC.  Deterding.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
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ters:    Frederick,    Minnio,   Theodore,   Ilenrj'   and 

Tliorc'sn.     One   d.'uij.'litc'i',   Matilda,  died   in    earl}' 
cliihlliouci. 

Our  subject  continued  to  en<ja<^e  in  liarness- 
niakinj,'  until  18',)l,  wlien  lie  disposed  of  ids  inter- 
est in  tluit  business  in  order  to  embark  in  anotlier 
enterprise.  lie  became  one  qf  the  organizers  of 
wliat  is  now  known  as  the  Saxenmeyer  Lumber 
Company,  and  w.as  made  its  manager,  and  was  also 
chosen  Secretary  and  Treasurer.  In  the  two  years 
which  liave  elapsed  since  its  formation,  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  estal)lisliing  an  extensive  trade  and  has 
gained  a  liigh  reputation  for  the  excellent  quality' 
of  lumber  in  which  he  deals.  This  is  one  of  the 
largest  lumber  concerns  in  southwestern  Illinois, 
and  the  success  of  the  companj'  is  now  an  assured 
fact,  owing  to  the  untiring  labors  and  well  di- 
rected efforts  of  the  manager.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Saxenmeyer  is  a  Republican.  He  keeps 
well  informed  on  the  issues  of  the  da}",  but  has 
never  been  a  politician  in  the  sense  of  ollice-seek- 
ing,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  to  his  bus- 
iness, lie  may  truly  be  called  a  self  made  man, 
and  he  is  a  citizen  whom  Red  Uud  could  ill  afford 
to  lose. 

)i^P • 


j^'RKDERICK  PARROTT,oneof  the  wealthy 

/rsgi,  land-owners  of  Monroe  County,  now  liv- 
ing' ■' 
/I5,          ing  on  section  1,  township  4,  range  9  west, 

claims  France  as  the  land  of  his  birth,  which  oc- 
curred on  the  7th  of  November,  1816.  He  is  a 
son  of  George  and  Ann  (Eagle)  Parrott,  both  of 
whom  were  born  and  reared  in  France.  The  father 
worked  in  a  cotton  factory  in  that  countr}'  for 
some  time.  In  1828,  he  determined  to  seek  a 
home  and  fortune  in  the  United  States,  and  with 
his  family  came  to  this  country.  He  first  settled 
in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  where  he  worked  on  a  canal 
and  made  his  home  until  1810.  From  that  time 
until  his  death  he  resided  upon  the  farm  which  is 
now  the  home  of  our  subject.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Par- 
rott  had  a  family  of  nine  children,  of  whom  four 
arc  still  living,  namely:  Frederick,  George,  Peter, 
and  Louis,  a  resident  of  St.  Louis. 

Our  subject  was  onl}-  twelve  years  of  age  when 
he  accompanied   his  father  on  the  emigration  to 
7 


America.  During  his  boyhood  he  lived  in  Stark 
County  and  worked  on  a  canal.  When  about 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  left  home  and  began 
working  on  steam  boats  on  the  Ohio  and  INIissis- 
sipi)i  Rivers.  In  that  w.a}'  the  five  succeeding 
years  of  his  life  were  passed,  and  when  that  period 
had  expired  he  came  to  Illinois  with  the  deter- 
mination of  making  his  home  in  the  west.  About 
1833  he  entered  a  tract  of  eighty-nine  acres  in 
Randolph  County,  upon  which  he  settled.  It  was 
still  in  its  primitive  condition,  not  a  furrow  hav- 
iaig  been  turned  or  an  improvement  made  thereon. 
He  devoted  some  time  to  its  cultivation, butafter- 
ward  returned  to  steamboaliiig,  and  the  property 
was  not  further  developed  until  his  father  settled 
thereon  in  1840. 

In  Canton.  Ohio,  on  the  23d  of  September,  1817, 
Mr.  Parrolt  married  Maria  Vallat,  daughter  of 
Francis  Vallat,  a  native  of  France.  The  l.idy  was 
born  in  that  country  November  3, 1822, and  came 
to  the  United  States  three  years  before  her  marriage. 
The  3'oung  couple  began  their  domestic  life  in  Ran- 
dolph County,  but  after  a  short  time  Mr.  Parrott 
sold  his  property  there  and  came  to  Monroe 
County,  locating  upon  the  farm  which  is  still  his 
home.  He  has  now  resided  in  this  community 
longer  than  any  other  of  its  citizens,  and  is  very 
familiar  with  the  history  of  the  county's  develop- 
ment and  upbuilding.  Unto  I\Ir.  and  Mrs.  Parrott 
were  born  nine  children,  of  whom  two  sons  and 
three  daughters  are  yet  living:  Virginia,  who  en- 
tered St.  Joseph's  Convent  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and 
is  now  known  as  Sister  M.;  Elizabeth,  who  is  Sis- 
ter .Suijerior  in  St.  Jose|)h's  Convent  in  Tucson, 
Ariz.;  J.  H.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  bus- 
iness in  Kansas  Citj',  Kan.;  Frank,  who  aids  in  the 
operation  of  the  home  farm,  Mary  C,  wife  of  Nel- 
son Ziebold,  who  is  engaged  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness in  Red  Hud;  and  Emma  Louisa,  at  home. 

Jlr.  Parrott  owns  about  fifteen  hundred  acres  of 
land  and  is  one  of  the  largest  tax  payers  in  the 
count}'.  His  success  in  life  has  all  been  achieved 
through  his  own  efforts,  and  is  therefore  well 
merited.  From  a  humble  position  in  life  he  has 
worked  his  way  upward  to  one  of  affluence.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  llis  first 
Presidential    vole    was   cast    for  William    Henry 
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Harrison,  and  his  last  for  Benjamin  Harrison, 
the  illustrious  grandson  of  the  Tippecanoe  hero. 
He  and  his  family  are  all  members  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church.  Their  home  is  one  of  the  finest  coun- 
try residences  in  Monroe  County,  and  is  the  abode 
of  hospitality  and  good  cheer.  The  members  of 
the  household  are  promiuent  people  and  rank  liigh 
in  social  circles. 


+= 


---^ 


JROF.  J.  H.  GANS,  of  Red  Bud,  who  for 
)  many  years  has  been  devoted  to  the  work 
of  instruction,  and   is   well  known  as  an 

I  \  educator,  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Pa.,  in  the  year  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and 
Jane  (Holmes)  Gans,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
Ke3'stone  State,  the  father's  birth  having  occurred 
in  Fayette  County,  while  the  mother  was  born  in 
Carlisle.  Their  familj'  numbered  seven  children: 
George,  wlio  was  a  prominent  lawyer  and  served 
as  Judge  of  the  Court  at  Eaton,  Ohio,  for  nine 
years;  Amanda,  who  died  in  childhood;  Joseph,  a 
practicing  attorney  of  Richmond,  Ind.;  J.  11.,  of  this 
sketch;  Harriot,  who  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Tuttle,  of 
Eaton,  Ohio;  David,  wiio  joined  the  boys  in  blue 
of  the  Thirty-fifth  Ohio  Infantr}-,  was  made  cap- 
tain of  his  company,  and  died  in  the  service;  and 
Esther,  wife  of  Capt.  John  R.  Cook,  a  prominent 
resident  of  Iiontown,  Ohio.  The  Judge  was  a 
man  of  more  than  ordinaiy  ability,  who  won  a 
prominent  place  in  his  profession.  He  wedded 
Miss  Maria  Morris,  a  highly  educated  lady  of  Fay- 
ette County,  Pa. 

In  his  youth  Professor  Gans  attended  the  com- 
mon and  academical  schools  of  his  native  coun- 
ty, and  in  1854  entered  Washington  College,  of 
Washington  County,  Pa.  Previous!}',  however, 
he  had  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  both  Penn- 
sylvania and  Virginia.  He  wfis  graduated  from 
Washington  .College  in  1858,  and  then  resumed 
teaching,  and  also  took  up  the  study  of  law  at 
Sullivan,  Ind.,  where  he  was  afterward  admitted 
to  the  Bar.  Locating  in  Eaton,  Ohio,  he  there 
continued  his  law  studies  with  his  brother.  Judge 
Gans,  and  was  admitted  to  practice  before  the  Su- 


preme Court  of  Columbus.'    Continuing  his  resi- 
dence in  Eaton,  he  in  1863  became  chief  clerk  un- 
der Captain  Denny,  in  the  Quartermaster's  depart- 
ment, in  the  Arraj'  of  the  Potomac,  and  when  the 
war  closed  he  located   in  Logansport,  Ind.,  where 
he  engaged  in  practicing  law  for  about  four  years. 
In  October,  1865,  Professor  Gans   married  Mrs. 
S.  A.  C.  O'Brien,  nee  Colburn,  a  native  of  Boston, 
Mass.,  and  a  daughter  of  Marcus  and  Catlieriue 
(Hubbard)  Colburn.     Her  father  was  a  native   of 
Rindge,  N.  H.,  and  was  a  son  of  Josiah  Colburn, 
who  traced  his  ancestors  back  to  the  early  Puritans. 
Members  of  the  famil}-  fought  in  the   Revolution- 
ary  War.     The  grandparents  located   in    Boston, 
where  their  son  received  a  fine  education.     He  be- 
came a  teacher  of  music,  and  was  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Handel  and  Haj-dcn  Musical  Society. 
His  family  were  also   fine  musicians.     He  located 
in  New  York,  where  for  thirtj'-two  years  he  taugiit 
music  in   the  city  schools.     He  had  a  son,  John, 
who  was  a  finely  educated  man,  and. one  of  the 
first   to    leave   New  York  for  the  gold  fields  of 
California.     The   vessel   on  which  he  sailed   was 
wrecked,  and  he  was  picked  up  by  an  English  ves- 
sel and  taken  to  Australia.     He  became  connected 
with  a  large  commercial  compan}',  and  located  on 
the  Sandwich  Islands.     He  there  married,  and  at 
his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  early  age  of  thirty- 
three,  left  a  family  of  two  sons  and  a  daughter. 
Mrs.  Gans  was  the  second  of    the  Colburn  famih-. 
Marcus  died  in  childliood,  and  one    died    in   in- 
fanc}^     By  a  former  husband,  Mrs.  Colburn   had 
one  son,  George  C.  Rexford,  who  succeeded  Mr. 
Colburn   as  a  teacher  of  music  in  the  schools  of 
New  York   Cit}'.     He  held  that  position  twenty- 
six  years.     He  is  a  very  fine  singer,  and  an  accom- 
plished man.     In  his  social  relations,  Mr.  Rexford 
is  a  Knight  Templar.     He  has  one  son,  George  H., 
who  is  a  fine  actor,  .and  by  his  second  wife  he  has 
a  daughter.     The  Colburn  famil}'  were  all  origin- 
ally   Congregationalists.      They    were    energetic, 
high  minded  and  noble  people,  who  won  positions 
of  prominence,  and  in  the  musical  world  especially 
they  were  leaders. 

Like  the  other  members  of  her  family,  Mrs.  Gans 
was  highly  educated  in  music  in  Boston  and  New 
York,  and  under  Madame  E.  Seguin,  she  studied 
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Italian  opera.  She  has  taught  iiuisic  in  the  Po- 
lapsco  I'Y'inale  College,  near  Ballinioie,  Md.,  where 
she  had  formerly  been  a  pupil  two  years,  was  Prin- 
cipal of  llie  musical  department  of  the  Ontario 
Kemale  College  of  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  was  Super- 
intendent of  the  musical  department  of  the  Ohio 
Kemale  College  at  College  Hill.  Ohio,  and  after- 
ward was  employed  as  music  teacher  in  the  Pres- 
byterian College,  in  which  both  male  and  female 
students  were  received.  It  w.as  there  she  met  and 
married  Professor  Gans.  She  afterward  accepted 
a  position  in  the  Methodist  Female  College  of 
Springfield,  Ohio,  and  later  engaged  in  teaching 
with  her  husband  in  St.  Louis. 

Hy  a  former  marriage,  jMrs.  Gans  had  two  sons. 
The  elder,  Oswin  .1.  O'Brien,  is  connected  with  the 
Riverside  Printing  Company  of  St,  JiOuis,  as  fore- 
man. He  is  married  and  has  five  children:  Blanche, 
Oswin,  M.abel,  Julia  and  Sybil.  The  other  son, 
Ignatius,  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 

On  leaving  Logansport,  Professor  Gans  went  to 
St.  Louis,  and  for  eight  years  was  Principal  of  one 
of  the  public  schools  of  that  city.  He  afterward 
served  as  Superintendent  and  Principal  of  the 
schools  of  Columbia,  Monroe  County,  for  live  3'ears, 
and  then  came  to  Red  Bud  in  1883,  where,  with 
the  exception  of  one  year,  he  has  been  engaged  in 
teaching  eontinuousi}'  since.  After  leaving  St. 
Louis,  he  was  employed  as  a  teacher  in  the  Salem 
Academy,  at  Salem,  Ark.,  for  alwut  eighteen 
months,  and  at  Frederick,  Mo.,  for  one  year. 
While  in  California,  in  the  winter  of  1891-92,  he 
taught  at  Los  Gatos,  Santa  Clara  County.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1802,  his  wife  went  to  Honolulu,  and  the 
Queen  of  the  Sandwich  Islands  favored  her  with 
a  reception.  While  there  she  made  a  special  stud3' 
of  the  natives  of  that  country,  their  customs  and 
habits,  and  since  her  return  has  delivered  a  num- 
ber of  lectures  concerning  them. 

In  his  jjolitical  views,  the  Professor  has  been  a 
Reiiublican  since  the  organization  of  the  party. 
While  in  Arkansas,  he  was  appointed  County  Su- 
perintendent of  Schools.  In  the  fall  of  1890,  he 
was  the  candidate  for  that  ollice  on  the  Republican 
ticket  in  Randolph  County.  Socially,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen.     Both  he  and 


his  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Culture,  education  and  more  than  ordinarj'  abil- 
ity have  made  them  prominent  people  in  literary 
and  social  circles,  and  Professor  Gans  and  his  wife 
are  among  the  leading  spirits  in  the  circles  of  so- 
ciet}'  in  Randolph  Count}'. 


+= 


^+ 


/^  HARLKS  H.  BOEDEKFR,  a  lumber  mer- 
(l(^L  chant  and  dealer  in  agricultural  imple- 
^^^  nients  in  Red  Bud,  came  to  this  i)lace  in 
1875  from  Monroe  Couutj-,  111.,  where  his  birth 
occurred.  He  was  born  in  1854,  and  was  the  third 
in  order  of  birth  in  a  famil}'  of  five  children,  who 
grew  to  mature  years.  The  parents  were  Fred  and 
Christine  Boedeker. 

Our  subject  spent  the  days  of  boyhood  and 
youth  upon  his  father's  farm,  attending  the  com- 
mon schools  through  the  winter  season,  while  in 
the  summer  months  he  aided  in  the  labors  of  the 
field.  When  he  had  arrived  at  man's  estate  he 
bade  adieu  to  home  and  friends  and  came  to  Red 
Bud,  where  he  at  once  embarked  in  the  lumber 
business  in  partnership  with  his  brother  Henry. 
Together  the}-  carried  on  operations  for  about 
eight  j-ears,  when  in  the  j'ear  1883  Charles  H. 
Boedeker  purchased  his  brotlier's  interest  and 
has  since  carried  on  the  trade  under  his  own 
name.  He  devotes  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  the  business  and  is  therefore  a  successful  dealer. 
He  carries  a.  good  assortment  of  all  kinds  of  lum- 
ber, and  by  straightforward  dealing  and  courteous 
treatment  of  his  customers  he  has  secured  a  liberal 
patron.age.  Since  becoming  sole  proprietor  of  the 
business  he  has  also  dealt  in  farm  implements, 
handling   threshers,  engines,  binders,  mowers,  etc. 

In  1875  Mr.  Boedeker  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Christiana  I)ann,a  representative  of  one 
of  the  early  pioneer  families  of  Monroe  County, 
111.,  and  a  cultured  lady,  who  wins  friends  where- 
ever  she  goes.  Five  children  have  been  born  of 
their  union,  but  two  are  now  deceased.  Those 
yet  living  are  Tillie,  Ardine  and  Elsie.  .Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Boedeker  are  widely  known  throughout  this 
community,  where   they  have   now  resided  for  al- 
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most  twenty  j'ears,  and  in  social  circles  they  hold 
an  enviable  position. 

In  politics  ]\Ii'.  Boedeker  is  indc|)endenl, casting 
his  vote  for  the  man  whom  he  tliinks  best  quali- 
fied for  the  office,  regardless  of  party  affiliations. 
In  religious  belief  he  and  his  wife  are  Lutherans. 
Mr.  Boedeker  is  rec(jgnized  as  a  man  of  good  busi- 
ness ability,  wide-awake  and  enterprising,  and  his 
diligence,  sagacity  and  well  directed  efforts  have 
brought  iiim  a  deserved  success.  The  comniuuity 
recognizes  in  him  a  valued  citizen,  for  he  ever 
takes  an  active  part  in  all  that  pertains  to -the 
welfare  of  the  community  and  the  promotion  of 
its  best  interests. 


^AVID  A.  FOSTER,  who  is  now  living  a 
retired  life,  and  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Randolph  Count}',  was  in  earl}'  years  a 
progressive  farmer  of  township  4,  range  .5, 
and  rose  to  a  prominent  position  in  agricultural 
affairs.  His  fine  estate,  located  on  section  31,  he 
has  divided  among  his  children,  and  is  now  living 
retired  from  active  work. 

Robert  Foster,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Abigail  District,  S.  C,  where  his  birth 
occurred  February  13,  1785.  Grandfather  Samuel 
Foster  came  from  Ireland,  and  when  a  young  man 
located  in  the  above  place,  where  he  remained 
until  death.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Susan  McClinton,  was  also  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  her  birth  occurring  in 
1793.  She  came  to  Illinois  in  corai)any  with  her 
father,  John  McClinton.  The  latter  was  a  native 
of  South  Carolina,  and  after  coming  to  Randolph 
County,  made  his  home  in  the  old  Irish  settlement 
near  Preston. 

The  father  of  our  sultject  removed  to  this  state 
in  1807,  and  the  following  year  married,  and  lo- 
cated on  what  is  now  known  as  the  .lohn  Shuline 
place.  When  he  took  possession  of  the  property 
it  was  one  unbroken  stretch  of  brush  and  timber, 
but  by  means  of  inexliaustible  energy  and  good 
business  judgment  he  cleared  the  land  and  resided 
upon  it  until  his  decease,  February  12,  1821.  Ilis 
good  wife,  who  became  the  mother  of  nine  chil- 


dren, died  in  1829.  Of  that  large  family  onl}-  two 
are  now  living:  William,  who  makes  his  home  in 
Sparta  Precinct,  this  count}';  and  our  subject. 
The  deceased  are  Samuel,  .lohn,  .lames  A.,  Parme- 
lia,  Elizabeth  Jane,  Nanc}',  and  one  who  died  in 
infancy.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  the  fa- 
ther of  our  subject  married  Sarah  Kell. 

Our  subject  was  born  January  13,  1822,  on  the 
old  homestead  in  this  county,  where  lie  attended 
the  pioneer  subscription  schools  and  was  roared  to 
manhood.  Having  been  doubly  orphaned  wlien 
nine  years  of  age,  he  made  his  home  with  his  eld- 
est brother  until  reaching  his  fourteenth  year,  when 
he  began  life  on  his  own  account.  His  fust  work 
was  in  Sparta,  where  he  was  employed  in  a  butcher 
shop,  receiving  for  his  services  -^1  [ler  da}'. 

In  1814,  David  A.  Foster  married  Miss  Rebecca 
M.,  daughter  of  Hugh  C.  and  Nancy  IM.  (Askins) 
Gault,  natives  respectively  of  North  Carolina  and 
Virginia.  They  were  living  in  Tennessee  at  the 
time  of  their  marriage,  and  removed  to  Illinois  in 
1831,  locating  on  section  18,  township  4,  range  5, 
Randolph  County.  After  residing  there  for  many 
years  they  removed  to  Eden,  where  their  decease 
occurred.  Mrs.  Foster  was  born  January  17,  1823, 
in  Lincoln  County,  Tenn.,  and  after  her  union  with 
our  subject,  moved  into  the  little  log  house  on 
section  18,  in  which  they  continued  to  live  until 
1850.  In  that  year  Mr.  Foster  removed  to  section 
31,  where  his  wife's  death  occurred  February  23, 
1884.  Had  she  lived  three  d.ays  longer  she  would 
have  completed  the  fortieth  year  of  her  wedded 
life. 

To  our  subject  and  iiis  wife  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living.  The  first  death 
in  the  family  occurred  in  1880,  when  Miss  Min- 
erva, ayouiig  lady  of  nineteen  years,  departed  this 
life.  Nancy,  the  wife  of  Hugh  Cl.ark,  is  also  de- 
ceased. Those  living  are,  Robert,  William  S., 
John  C,  Samuel  JlcC'linton,  Mary  E.,  Susan  E. 
and  Ilattie  F.  Our  sul)ject's  fine  estate,  which 
comprised  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  has  been 
divided  among  his  children,  with  whom  he  makes 
his  home.  He  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  President  of  the 
Sparta  I'recinct  Department  of  the  Old  Settlers' 
Association,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Good 
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Templars'  order  for  many  _vears.  He  takes  an  in- 
terest in  political  affiiirs,  and  has  always  voted  the 
straight  Rcpulilicaii  ticket.  He  haa  fre(iiienl!y 
been  a  delegate  to  conventions,  and  May  1.  1863, 
was  one  of  three  sent  to  represent  Randolph  Conn- 
ty  in  the  State  Union  League  held  at  Si)ringfield. 


'^  NDREW  DOUGLAS.  The  name  of  Doiig- 
[@/Ll!i     has  belongs    to    one  of    the    most    ancient 

iJy  (4  and  |)o\verfiil  noble  families  of  ScotlancL 
According  to  one  tradition  the  family  is 
descended  from  one  Theobald,  to  wlmiii  Arnold, 
Abbot  of  Kelso,  made  a  grant  of  land  on  liie 
Dougl.as,  or  Ulack  Water,  in  Lanarkshire,  about 
the  middle  of  the  twelfth  century.  Another  story 
relates  that  their  progenitor  w.as  an  unknown 
chief,  who  received  as  a  reward  for  success  in 
battle,  land  in  tlie  t^aine  locality  about  770  A.  D. 
The  best  historians,  however,  trace  the  record 
back  no  farther  than  to  William  D.  Dougl.as,  1175 
to  1213.  Fr(>m  him  in  direct  descent  come  tiie 
men  who  have  made  the  name  of  Douglas  il- 
lustrious. "The  good  Sir  .lames"  fought  with 
Bruce  at  Bannockburn,  and  commanded  a  part  of 
the  Scottish  army,  .\ftcr  tiic  death  of  I'.ruce,  he 
was  intrusted  with  the  King's  heart,  which  was  to 
be  taken  to  the  Holy  Land,  but  on  the  way  thither 
he  was  killed  by  the  Saracens.  The  Douglases  be- 
came a  powciful  family,  and  in  the  tifleenth  cen- 
tury there  was  a  proverb  extant,  "No  man  m.a^' 
touch  a  Douglas  nor  a  Douglas'  man,  for  if  he  do  he 
is  sure  to  come  by  the  watir."  The  Angus  branch 
of  the  Douglas  family  became  especially  famous, 
and  to  its  nienilwrs  was  granted  the  right  to  cast 
the  first  vote  in  Parliament,  to  load  the  vanguard 
in  battle  and  to  liear  the  crown  in  i)ublic  solemni- 
ties. This  last  right  was  held  1)V  llic  family  up  to 
the  [)resent  century.  On  the  field  of  battle  and 
in  public  .service  the  Douglas  fannly  has  been 
prominent,  until  the  name  is  found  on  almost 
every  page  of  Scottish  history.  They  became  di- 
vided into  two  branches,  the  Black  and  the  Red 
Dougla.ses. 

Andrew  Douglas,  of  this  sketch,  was  descended 
from  the  latter,  who  followed  peaceful  avocations 


more  than  the  warrior's  life.  Springing  up  at  a 
wild  ami  iiminntic  period  in  early  Scottish  his- 
tory, the  line  is  descended  through  a  succession  of 
powerful  and  warlike  chiefs,  who  were  connected 
with  every  hard-fought  battle  of  their  country. 
The  vitality  of  the  family  has  been  maintained  in 
a  wonderful  degree.  In  later  years  its  members 
have  become  prominent  in  science,  law  and  states- 
mausliip,  and  many  of  its  worthy  representatives 
are  numljcied  among  American  people. 

.Mr.  Douglas  whose  name  heads  this  record  w;is 
born  in  lioxburghshirc  Scotland,  only  five  miles 
from  the  English  border.  There  occurred  the 
battle  of  Chevy  Chase,  between  Ivirl  Douglas  and 
L(u-d  I'ercy.  This  is  celebrated  in  an  old  English 
ballad.  The  dale  of  our  subject's  birth  was  .Iiily 
16,  1818,  and  his  parents  were  .lames  and  Janet 
(Lowrie)  Douglas.  He  obtained  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  the  neighborhood,  which  he 
attended  until  twelve  years  of  age.  The  family 
numbered  three  sons  and  three  daughters.  The 
father  was  a  farmer  and  miller.  Andrew  remained 
at  home  until  twenty-live  years  of  age,  when  he 
determined  to  seek  a  home  in  America.  He  was 
then  joined  b}"  other  members  of  the  family,  and 
in  1843  they  landed  in  New  York  City.  At  once 
they  came  to  Randolph  County,  111.,  where  an 
uncle,  Lot  Douglas,  had  settled  twelve  years  be- 
fore.    The  family  rented  land  for  a  time. 

In.lanuary,  1818, Andrew  Douglas  wedded  Eliza, 
daughter  of  .lohn  Craig,  one  of  the  earl}'  settlers 
of  this  ccjunty.  She  was  born  in  Paisley,  .Scot- 
land, May  13,  l!S()'.l,and  came  to  America  in  1840. 
The  young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a 
farm  which  Mr.  Douglas  had  ineviously  purchased. 
They  became  the  parents  of  two  sons  and  three 
daughters:  Joliii,  wlio  married  Eliza  Towsle^'  and 
lives  in  this  county;  Eliza,  wife  of  John  Chaplin; 
Andrew,  who  operates  the  old  homestead;  Sarah 
J.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Charles  Livse^-,  who 
died  February  5,  1888,  since  which  time  she  has 
lived  with  her  mother;  and  Beulah  M.,  who  mar- 
ried Frank  Labriere  and  lives  near  Chester. 

In  1846  Mr.  Douglas  bought  (uie  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  land  and  entered  other  tracts, 
transforming  the  raw  prairie  into  rich  and  fertile 
fields.     In  the  home  farm  were  three  hundred  and 
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sixty  acres,  and  in  all  he  owned  eight  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land  in  Randol|3li  Count}-.  He 
was  a  man  of  good  business  ability,  and  industry 
and  enterprise  were  numbered  among  his  chief 
characteristics.  He  inherited  also  some  of  the  best 
qualities  for  wliich  tiie  Douglas  family  was  noted, 
and  throughout  this  community  he  was  regarded 
as  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  strict  integrity. 
He  passed  awa^'  March  19,  1879. 


]l-^  ENRY  BOLLINGER,  of  Steeleville,  is  rec- 
yj)  ognized  as  one  of  the  leading  business 
men  of  that  place,  a  man  prominent  in  pub- 
lic affairs  and  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
best  interests  of  the  communitj-.  The  i-ecord  of 
his  life  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  Switzerland 
September  1,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  An- 
nie (Walter)  Bollinger,  wlio  were  also  natives  of 
that  country,  and  who  there  spent  their  entire 
lives.  Henrj-  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  and 
was  a  successful  merchant  and  business  man. 

Our  subject  attended  the  public  schools  of  Switz- 
erland until  he  had  attained  the  age  of  fourteen, 
when  he  left  the  school  room  to  serve  an  appren- 
ticeship in  a  watch  case  manufactory.  He  there 
continued  for  a  term  of  four  years,  during  which 
time  he  thoroughly  mastered  the  business.  At 
lengtli  he  determined  to  seek  a  home  beyond  the 
Atlantic,  hoping  thereby  to  benefit  his  financial 
condition.  It  was  in  1853  that  he  crossed  the 
briny  deep,  landing  at  New  Orleans,  whence 
he  made  his  way  nortiiward  to  Chester,  111.  As 
his  health  was  somewhat  impaired  and  he  did  not 
wish  to  engage  in  indoor  labor,  he  worked  at  any 
employment  which  lie  could  find  for  six  months, 
and  then  went  to  Evansville,  111.,  where  he  learned 
the  cooper's  trade,  following  the  same  until  1858. 

In  that  year,  Mr.  Bollinger  returned  on  a  visit 
to  his  native  land, and  spent  some  time  among  the 
friends  of  his  childhood  and  the  scenes  of  his  youth. 
On  his  return  he  resumed  work  at  the  cooper's  trade 
in  Evansville,  where  lie  continued  until  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  late  war,  when,  prompted  by  patriotic 
impulses,  he  responded  to  tlic  country's  call  for 
troops,  enlisting   in  Company   B,  Twenty-fourth 


Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  mustered  in  at  Alton, 
and  was  in  active  service  for  three  years.  At  the 
battle  of  Chickamauga  he  received  a  gunshot 
wound  through  the  left  leg  and  was  confined  to 
the  hospital  for  three  months,  after  which  he  re- 
joined his  regiment.  His  old  wound,  however, 
still  troubles  him.  He  was  ever  found  at  his  post 
of  dut}',  faithful  to  tlie  Old  Flag  and  the  cause  it 
represented,  and  when  the  war  was  over  he  was 
honorably  discharged,  being  mustered  out  at  Chi- 
cago. 

Mr.  Bollinger  was  married  December  27,  1865, 
to  Amelia  Gieseman,  daughter  of  Henry  and  Sophia 
Gieseraan,who  emigrated  from  Germany  to  Amer- 
ica in  an  early  day.  To  our  subject  and  iiis  wife 
have  been  born  six  children, and  the  family  yet  re- 
mains unbroken.  The}- are,  Herman,  Annie,  Al'oert 
(a  prominent  attorney  of  Waterloo,  111.),  Heniy, 
Edward  and  Oscar. 

Mr.  Bollinger  is  a  member  qf  Chester  Lodge  No. 
57,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  of  the  Grand  Army  post  of 
Steeleville.  His  wife  belongs  to  the  Lutheran 
Church.  In  politics  he  has  been  a  Re|)ublican 
since  attaining  his  majority.  On  his  return  from 
the  war  he  resumed  the  coopering  business  in 
Evansville, 111.,  where  he  continued  until  January 
1,  1865,  when  he  came  to  Steeleville,  and  here  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  During  the  first  year  and 
a-lialf  lie  cariied  on  coopering  and  then  embarked 
in  the  sale  of  malt  liquors  and  in  the  hotel  business. 
He  is  still  engaged  in  the  former  business,  and  is 
recognized  as  one  of  tlie  leading  citizens  and  bus- 
iness men  of  this  place. 


l>-^<^ 


^ 


OSEPH  M.  ARNIN  is  a  dealer  in  general 
merchandise  at  the  southwest  corner  of 
Main  and  Church  Streets,  Columbia.  He 
has  been  part  owner  in  this  store  since 
1887,  and  has  been  sole  proprietor  for  more  than 
three  years.  He  carries  a  fine  line  of  goods,  and 
by  fair  and  honest  dealing  and  courteous  treat- 
ment of  his  patrons  has  secured  a  large  trade.  He 
is  ranked  among  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
city,  and  as  such  we  present  him  to  our  readers. 
Mr.  Arnin   was  born   March   19,   1860.     His  fa- 
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ther,  Jobn  Arnin,  was  a  native  of  Baden,  Geimany, 
and  in  1855  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  New 
World.  He  located  lirst  in  St.  Louis,  but  after  a 
short  time  came  to  Columbia,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed as  a  farm  hand.  A  year  later  he  secured  a 
situation  as  ens^ineer  in  a  mill,  and  filled  that  po- 
sition for  the  long  period  of  a  quarter  of  a  cen- 
tury', or  until  his  retirement  from  active  business 
life  in  1890.  He  was  married  in  Columbia  to  Miss 
Annie  Harniaceii,  daugliler  of  George  Ilarmacek, 
who  was  liorn  in  Bohemia,  Prussia,  and  on  coming 
to  this  country,  in  1817,  settled  in  Cairo,  111.,  whence 
he  came  to  this  plat^e.  He  was  a  stone  mason. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mre.  Arnin  were  born  four  children, 
of  whom  two  arc  living,  Joseph  M.  and  Louisa. 

Our  subject  spent  the  d.iys  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  parents'  home,  and  in  the  public  schools 
acquired  his  education.  AA'lion  that  was  completed 
he  spent  three  years  in  ciciking  fur  .1.  P.  Ebel. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  went  to  St. 
I^ouis,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  .salesman  by 
Otto  Kerner,  a  dry-goods  merchant  on  Broad- 
way'. He  afterward  clerked  for  William  Neuen, 
and  tlien  relumed  to  Columbia.  For  ten  j'ears 
he  was  a  salesnjan  in  the  employ  of  Heid  it 
Scheuler.  When  the  junior  partner  died,  Mr. 
Arnin  purchased  an  interest  in  the  l)usincss,  which 
w.as  conducted  under  tlie  firm  name  of  Keid  ife  Ar- 
nin for  three  years,  when  our  subject  bought  out 
his  partner  and  has  since  been  sole  i)roprietor. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Arnin  was  joined  in  wedlock  with 
Miss  Lizzie,  daughter  of  Philip  Cupferschmidt,  a 
baker  of  Columbia.  The  lady  is  a  native  of  St. 
Louis,  liy  tlieir  union  they  have  live  children: 
.l(.)hii,  Bortlia,  Arthur,  Harry  and  Olivia.  The 
family  is  one  well  known  in  this  community,  and 
its  members  luild  an  envial>ie  pt>sitiou  in  social 
circles.  Mr.  Arnin  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  is  now  serving  as  one  of  the  Trustees 
of  Columbia.  For  the  past  eight  years  lie  has 
been  an  edicient  member  of  the  Board  of  Educa- 
tion. Socially,  he  is  connected  with  the  Ancient 
Order  of  I'nited  Workmen,  of  which  he  is  Treas- 
urer, and  is  Senior  Warden  of  the  JIasonic  lodge 
of  this  i)lace.  In  1892,  ^Ir.  Arnin  erected  the 
large  two-story  building  in  whicli  he  now  does 
business.     His  -store    room   is  28x90  feet,  and  he 


also  has  a  large  wareroom.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  originators  of  the  electric  light  company. 
An  enterprising  and  progressive  man,  he  has  aided 
materially  in  tiie  upbuilding  of  tiie  city  and  the 
promotion  of  its  best  interests.  He  is  numbered 
among  its  leading  business  men,  a  pLace  which  is 
well  deserved,  for  he  has  worked  his  vrny  upward 
by  merit,  and  his  success  is  but  the  just  reward  of 
his  efforts. 

S  I  ULIU.S  WELGP^,  a  prosi)erous  general  agri- 
culturist and  successful  stock-raiser,  IS  resid- 
ing upon  one  of  the  best  farms  in  town- 
^^  ship  7,  range  6,  Randolpli  County.  Like 
man}'  of  the  best  residents  of  iiis  section,  he  is  a 
native  of  Germany,  and  was  born  .luly  15,  1830. 
He  is  the  son  of  Hartwig  and  Cliristina  (Meyer) 
Welge,  also  natives  of  the  Fatherland,  where  lhc3- 
were  farmers  by  occupation. 

Julius,  of  this  sketch,  attended  school  in  his 
native  land  until  reaching  his  fourteenth  year, and 
after  leaving  the  school  room  he  worked  at  various 
trades,  and  finally  decided  to  become  a  carpenter. 
When  reaching  his  majorit}',  however,  his  plans 
were  frustrated,  as  he  entered  the  German  army  and 
served  his  country  for  three  years  as  a  soldier.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  made  his  wa^' 
to  America,  and  finally  coming  to  Chester,  he 
worked  for  nine  years  for  the  H.  C.  Cole  Milling 
Conii)any.  Later  he  w.as  employed  for  two  3'ears 
by  Thomas  Holmes,  who  was  also  engaged  in  the 
milling  business,  and  in  whatever  position  he  was 
called  upon  to  occupy  he  alw.ays  gave  the  utmost 
satisfaction.  Mr.  Wt;lge  has  been  a  very  hard 
working  man.  and  a  few  years  ago  he  purchased  the 
farm  on  section  IG,  where  he  is  now  living,  and  is 
engaged  as  a  general  agriculturist. 

In  1857  our  subject  and  Miss  Vena,  daughter  of 
Burnhard  and  Dora  (Segteg)  Olendorf,  were 
iinil<'(l  in  marriage.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Welge 
came  to  Randolph  County  in  an  early  day,  and 
were  ranked  among  the  best  citizens  in  township 
7,  range  6.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
nine  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Those  living  are,  Ida,  wife  of  William  \'ieregge; 
Augusta,  who  married  Adolph  Welge;  Otto,  who 
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married  Mary  Heitkamp;  Liicetto,  the  wife  of 
Charles  Hartenberger;  Julius,  Dena,  Sigmun  and 
Charles,  at  home.  Mr.  Welge  and  family  are  ac- 
tive members  of  tlie  Lutheran  Church.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  ever}'  enterprise  to 
which  he  gives  his  support  he  maintains  a  deep 
and  unwavering  interest,  'llie  patient  industry- 
and  tireless  perseverance  of  our  subject  have  been 
the  marked  characteristics  of  liis  life,  and  combined 
with  his  natural  .nliility  Iiave  given  iiiin  an  impetus 
upward,  uhicli  will  result  in  his  assured  financial 
success. 

[(S)^  ^M)^  ^(Sj 

m^ 


^ 


^^EORGE  P..  COREY.  Througli  tiie  good 
'Ml  (^— ,  management  of  his  farming  affairs  in  gen- 
^JJl  eral,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  demon- 
strated the  fact  that  skdl  and  lal)or  domliined  pro- 
duce tiie  best  results,  lie  is  the  owner  of  about 
four  hundred  acres  in  .I.ackson  County,  and  makes 
his  home  on  section  13,  Somerset  Townshiii,  where 
he  has  resided  for  many  years.  As  an  agriculturist 
and  business  man,  he  stands  higji  in  the  confidence 
of  the  people,  whose  regard  he  has  won  by  honor- 
able dealings  and  genial  courtes}'. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Levi  and  Sarah 
(Gross)  Corey,  were  natives  of  Massachusetts,  and 
the  latter,  tradition  says,  was  a  descendant  of 
French  ancestors.  Grandfather  Gross  assisted  in 
the  construction  of  tlie  American  ship  known  as 
"Ironsides."  For  several  generations  the  Core}- 
family  resided  in  Massachusetts,  where  they  be- 
came well  and  favorably  known  as  patriotic  and 
loyal  citizens.  Two  of  that  name  fought  in  the 
Revolutionary  War,  one  being  killed  at  Bunker 
Hill,  where  the  other  gallantly  led  his  troops  as 
Captain.  Another  uncle  of  our  subject,  Asel  Corey, 
participated  in  tiie  War  of  1812. 

The  suliject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Worces- 
ter County,  Mass.,  August  10,  1831,  and  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  the  place  of  his  l)irth.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  he  comn:enccd  to  learn  the  di'ug  busi- 
ness, which  he  followed  for  several  years.  Edu- 
cated in  the  common  and  high  schools,  he  has  sup- 


plemented the  knowledge  there  obtained  by  ex- 
tensive reading,  and  is  now  a  well  informed  man, 
posted  upon  all  general  topics  of  interest.  In 
18.57  he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  .lackson  Coun- 
ty, and  two  years  later  purchased  his  present  farm, 
then  situated  in  the  midst  of  a  dense  forest.  Forty 
acres  had  been  partially  cleared,  and  to  the  clear- 
ing and  cultivation  of  the  remainder  of  the  tract 
he  gave  his  time  for  many  years.  His  first  home 
was  a  frame  house  containing  two  rooms, to  which 
he  has  since  added  until  he  now  occupies  a  pleas- 
ant and  couimodions  residence. 

August  1,  1S(;2,  the  name  of  George  ]?.  Corey 
was  enrolled  as  a  member  of  Com]iany  K,  Seventy- 
third  Illinois  Infantry,  whicli  became  a  pa'tof  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  With  his  regiment  he 
fought  in  numerous  engagements,  including  those 
of  Perry ville  and  Stone  River.  At  tlie  latter  place 
he  was  severely-  injured,  and  is  now  in  receipt  of  a 
pension  of  ¥12  per  month.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  lie  was  honoi'ably  discharged,  .Tune  30,  1865, 
and  returning  to  Illinois,  took  up  the  pursuits  of 
peace.  His  career  as  a  soldier  was  one  of  which  he 
may  well  be  proud.  Enlisting  as  a  (irivate,  he  af- 
terward served  as  Fourth  Sergeant  of  his  company, 
and  for  a  time  filled  the  position  of  Hospital  Stew- 
ard at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He  was  instrumental  in 
the  organization  of  AVorthen  Post  Ko.  128,  G.  A. 
K.,  of  which  he  was  Commander  for  three  years. 

The  lad}-  who,  Februarj'  28,  1861,  became  the 
wife  of  George  15.  Corey  bore  tlie  maiden  name  of 
Rebecca  Friedline,  and  was  born  in  Somerset  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  April  22,  1842.  Her  parents,  Daniel  and 
Rachel  Friedline,  natives  of  Pennsj'lvania,  are  now 
deceased.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  there  have 
been  born  three  children:  Addie  F.,  who  is  the 
wife  of  (j.  II.  Will,  a  resident  of  De  Soto  Town- 
ship; Kate  D.,  the  wife  of  Frank  G.  Procunier,  of 
Chicago;  and  Sarah  L.  G.  Mrs.  Core}'  is  identified 
with  tlie  Lutheran  Church,  and  is  a  devoted  Chris- 
tian lady. 

In  politics  a  stanch  advocate  of  Republican  prin- 
ciples, Mr.  Corey  lias  been  elected  on  the  ticket  of 
that  party  to  numerous  positions  of  influence  and 
honor.  He  served  as  Highway  Commissioner  and 
Clerk  of  Somerset  Township,  and  in  1890  filled 
the  position  of  United  States  Census  Commissioner 
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of  this  township.  As  a  citizen  lie  gives  liis  sup- 
port to  nil  mcasui'es  for  tlie  benefit  of.tiie  commu- 
nity, and  is  :i  man  wlio  occupies  a  iiigli  place  in 
the  rearaid  of  all  who  know  him. 


E-!.*-!"I"I"!"I">; 


/^^  APT.  IIARYKY  NKVILLEisa  practical 
ill  and  (jroiiiinent    hiisincss   man    of    Chester, 

^^>^  where  he  is  re.-idinn;  at  the  piesciit  liinc.  Me 
was  born  in  Wasliinufton  County,  this  state,  .Inly  i;5, 
IS.'Vl.and  is  a  ;^on  of  Harvey  and  .My  (Ilaryman) 
Neville,  natives  respectively  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee.  The  mother  was  twelve  years  of  age 
when  her  parents  removed  to  Washington  County, 
where  she  met  and  marncil  Harvey  Neville.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1H7J.  A  man  of  [latriotic  spirit 
and  great  courage,  the  elder  Mr.  Neville  .served  as 
asoldicr  in  the  lU.'ick  Hawk  War.  He  held  the  rank 
of  First  Lieutenant  in  the  .Mexican  War,  enlisting 
in  1IS48.  During  the  Civil  War,  though  advanced 
in  years,  he  went  to  the  front  with  the  lK)ys  in 
blue  and  rendered  valiant  service  to  the  cau.se  of 
the  I'nion  as  Cajitain  of  Company  11,  Twcntv-see- 
ond  Illinois  Regiment.  Returning  to  Huiidoliih 
County,  he  remained  here  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1S78,  at  the  age  of  sevent3--four  years. 

On  the  ])alerual  side  our  subject  is  of  French 
descent,  while  his  mother's  family  is  of  (ierman 
origin.  He  is  one  of  six  survivors  of  a  large  fam- 
ily of  children.  He  atteude(l  the  comraon  schools 
of  his  native  county,  and  in  IS.jl,  after  coming  to 
Chester,  continued  his  studies  in  this  cit^'.  Later 
he  enteied  Mclvendree  College,  and  after  a  two 
years' course  in  that  institution  began  life  on  his 
own  account  by  engaging  in  mechanical  enirin- 
eering. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  married  August  7, 
1857,  was  Miss  Mary  K.,  daughter  of  Robert  Mann, 
of  this  city.  When  establishing  a  home  of  his 
own  he  made  Chester  his  permanent  abiding  i)lace, 
and  became  owner  of  the  steamer  ''Belle  of  Ches- 
ter," a  ferry  boat  plying  between  this  place  and 
Clary  ville.  He  C)wns  the  steamer  "Nick  Sauer,"  a 
packet  running  from  Chester  up  the  Kaskaskia 
River. 

( )f  the  seven  children  born  to  our  subject  anil  his 
wife,  five  are  now  living,  namely:    May  I'honetta, 


the  wife  of  John  D.  Gerlach,  whose  sketch  appears 
on  another  page  of  this  record;  .Joseph  T.,  Cap- 
tain of  the  steamer  "Nick  .Sauer;"  Edith  E.,  wife  of 
Benjamin  L.  Simpson,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Jennie 
A.  and  William  W.,at  home.  The  wife  and  mother 
died  in  18'.)(),  at  the  age  of  fifty-nine  ^-ears.  In  his 
jjolitical  relations  Mr.  Neville  is  a  strong  Repub- 
lican and  alwayscasts  his  vote  for  the  candidates  of 
that  party.  He  is  a  member  of  Chester  Lodge  No. 
7'2,  A.  V.  it  A.  M.,  and  is  also  identified  witli  H. 
(J.  Reynolds  Chapter  No.  84,  R.  A.  M.  In  1892 
he  erected  a  beautiful  residence  in  Chester,  where 
he  and  his  two  youngest  children  entertain  their 
hosts  of  friends. 


— 'I'  'I'  'I'  *?*  *S*^**S*  *$* — 


\|i  OIIN  BERNAIH)  l.ONERGAN,  an  inlhun" 
tial  faiiiier  <.f  Kuina  Precinct,  Randolph 
County,  was  born  on  asteameron  thcMissis- 
sippi  River,  ]\Iay  '2d.  18.'5,"),  when  his  parents, 
Michael  and  Bridget  (O'Reiley)  Lonergan,  were 
going  from  Memphis,  Tenn..  to  St.  Louis.  His 
father  was  boin  in  County  Tii)[)erarv,  Ireland, 
and  crossed  the  Atlantic  when  a  boy.  After  spend- 
ing somi?  time  in  Canada,  he  came  to  the  States 
and  made  his  home  in  Pottsville,  Pa.,  and  later  in 
Philadel|)hia.  Subserpiently  he  went  to  New  Or- 
leans, thence  to  St.  Louis,  and  in  183G  caine  to 
Randoljili  County  on  a  prospecting  tour  and  i)ur- 
clia.sed  land,  on  which  it  was  his  intention  to  lo- 
cate the  following  Sfjring.  His  death  during  that 
winter,  however,  prevented  the  fruition  of  his 
plans.  Later,  his  widow,  with  the  family,  settled 
on  a  farm  in  this  county,  and  there  resided  until 
her  decease,  in  185."?.  Three  brothers  of  our  sub- 
ject's father  accompanied  him  on  his  trip  to  Illi- 
nois,and  also  located  in  this  county,  where  one  is  a 
cooper,  another  a  shoemaker,  and  the  third  a  gun- 
smith and  engineer.  William  Lonergan,  an  uncle 
of  our  subject,  was  very  wealthy,  and  died  in  St. 
Louis  when  seventy-four  years  of  age. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  three  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parent,s,  of  whom  Ins  lin.ther 
William  resides  in  Cairo,  in  this  state,  and  Michael 
is  deceased.  He  was  reared  in  this  countj-,  where 
he  received  a  limited  education.  At  nineteen 
years  of  age  lu'  went   to  Louisiana.  Mo..  :ind  while 


330 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


there  married  Miss  Jane  Williams,  the  date  of  their 
union  being  October  21,  1860.  The  following 
year  Mr.  Lonergan  returned  to  this  county,  where 
his  wife  died  in  1881.  The  five  children  of  which 
she  became  the  mother  were  named,  Bridget  L., 
Maggie,  Sarah  E.,  Christena  and  Laura  E. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  chose  as  his  second 
wife  was  Miss  Eliza  Blaiz.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
Expedient  and  Margaret  A.  Blaiz,  and  was  born 
August  l.'j,  1847.  Five  children  were  born  of 
this  union,  one  of  whom,  Henr^',  is  deceased. 
Those  living  are  .Tulian,  Aggie,  Josephine  and 
Charles.  An  industrious  man  and  a  reliable  citi- 
zen, Mr.  Lonergan  is  respected  as  he  deserves  by 
his  fellow-citizens.  lie  has  held  man}'  positions  of 
trust,  has  done  etticient  service  as  a  member 
of  the  School  Board  for  nine  years,  and  has  also 
been  Road  Supervisor  for  four  terms.  He  held  the 
office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  was  Constable 
for  four  years.  In  jjolitics  he  alwa^ys  votes  with 
the  Democratic  party,  casting  his  first  ballot  for 
Stephen  A.  Douglas.  He  is  known  and  respected 
for  the  honesty  and  sincerity  of  his  character,  and 
has  been  administrator  for  several  valuable  estates 
in  the  county.  He  owns  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  in  Monroe  County,  this  state. 
This  |)ioperty  is  occupied  by  tenants,  and  has  been 
imi)roved  by  neat  buildings  and  good  fencing. 


fOHN  M.  SCHROEDER.  Perhaps  no  very 
thrilling  event  has  happened  in  the  life  of 
this  steady-going  and  reliable  citizen,  but 
he  is  one  of  those  who  have  assisted  in  es- 
tablishing the  financial  prosperity  of  Jackson 
County  and  upholding  the  standard  of  moralitj'. 
His  life  occupation  has  been  tliat  of  a  farmer,  in 
which  he  lias  been  very  successful,  accumulating  a 
valuable  property  and  fortifying  himself  against 
the  days  when  he  may  wish  to  retire  from  active 
labor.  His  homestead  lies  in  the  southern  portion 
of  Somerset  Township,  and  with  its  well  tilled 
fields,  substantial  buildings  and  general  air  of 
comfort,  forms  an  attractive  picture  in  the  land- 
scape of  that  region. 

A  native  of  Prussia,   tiie  subject  of  this  sketch 


was  born  February  2,  1833,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Elizabeth  Schroeder,  natives  of  German}-.  At 
the  age  of  eight  years  he  was  orphaned  by  his 
mother's  death,  and  three  years  afterward,  in  com- 
pany witli  his  father  and  the  other  members  of  the 
family,  lie  emigrated  to  America,  taking  passage  on 
a  sailing-vessel  and  arriving  in  New  Orleans  after  a 
tedious  voyage  of  about  forty  days.  From  that 
cit}'  the  family  went  north  to  St.  Louis,  and  after 
a  short  sojourn  there,  removed  to  St.  Clair  Count}', 
111.,  in  1844,  settling  near  Belleville,  when  that 
now  flourishing  city  was  a  small  village.  Soon 
after  locating  there  the  father  died.  lie  is  sur- 
vived by  the  following  children:  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Michael  Seifert,  a  resident  of  Perry  County,  III.; 
John  M.,  of  this  sketch;  Michael  J.,  living  in  Du- 
(Juoin,  III.,  and  Adam,  whose  home  is  in  St.  Clair 
County,  this  stale. 

Owing  to  the  death  of  his  father,  our  subject  was 
in  youth  thrown  upon  his  own  resources  and  was 
obliged  to  be  self-supporting.  His  educational  ad- 
vantages were  therefore  limited.  For  a  time  he  at- 
tended a  subscription  school  in  St.  Clair  County. 
The  schoolhouse  was  built  of  logs;  slabs  and  planks 
were  utilized  for  seats,  upon  which  the  youthful 
seekers  after  knowledge  passed  the  tedious  iiours. 
When  necessary  to  heat  tlie  room,  a  fire  was  liuilt 
in  the  large  fireplace,  and  the  smoke  was  coaxed 
to  ascend  outward  bj'  means  of  a  stick  and  mud 
chimney,  all  not  escaping  in  that  way  finding 
ready  access  to  the  outer  air  through  the  numerous 
cracks  in  the  walls. 

Although  his  school  facilities  were  so  meagre, 
yet  Mr.  Schroeder  there  laid  the  foundation  of 
the  love  of  learning  that  remains  with  him  to  the 
present  time,  and  b}'  abundant  and  judiciously 
selected  reading  he  has  sui)plied  the  lack  of  a  bet- 
ter education  in  his  youth.  In  1853  he  went  to 
California  via  New  Orleans  and  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  and  for  two  and  one-half  years  engaged 
in  working  in  the  gold  mines  of  that  state,  meet- 
ing with  fair  success.  He  returned  home  by  prac- 
tically the  same  route  as  he  went,  and  resumed 
farming  operations  in  St.  Clair  County,  where  he 
remained  until  1887.  That  year  witnessed  his  ar- 
rival in  Jackson  County  and  his  location  in  Som- 
erset Township.     In    IS'Jl    he  came   to   the  farm 
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where  he  now  resides.  He  is  the  owner  of  eighty 
acres  of  valuable  land,  and  his  wife  also  owns  an 
eigbtj'-acrc  tiact. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Schroeder  united  him 
with  Looma  Wilderman,  who  became  the  mother 
of  four  children:  Lulu,  wife  of  M.  Hollion;  Maggie, 
a  teacher  in  the  public  schools  of  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty; .Joseph,  living  in  Murphysboro,  111.;  and  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  H.  Bost.  The  present  wife  of 
Mr.  Schroeder  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Alice 
n.  Wilderman,  and  their  union  has  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  one  child,  .John.  Since  coming  to 
Jackson  County,  our  subject  has  been  actively 
identified  with  Somerset  Grange  No.  370,  and  for 
several  years  h.as  served  as  Master  of  the  lodge. 
While  residing  in  St.  Clair  County  he  served  as 
MiisterOof  St.  Clair  Lodge  No.  24,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
at  Belleville,  and  is  now  identified  with  the  lodge- 
at  Murphysboro.  At  the  time  of  the  Ia3ing  of  the 
corner  stone  of  the  present  state  capitol  at  Spring- 
field he  W.1S  present,  having  been  a  delegate  from 
the  Masonic  order  of  St.  Clair  Count}'.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic 
part}'.  Having  learned  tiie  trade  of  chair-making 
in  that  cit}',  for  several  years  he  inanufactured 
chaii's  there,  and  at  one  time  employed  as  high  as 
thirty  laborers  and  mechanics  in  the  business. 


jOHERT  H.  MANN.  One  of  the  most  lion- 
ored  citizens  of  Chester  is  the  gentleman 
i^\\\  whose  personal  history  is  outlined  in  these 
*^p)  columns,  and  who  for  many  years  has 
been  intimately  associated  with  the  progress  of 
Randolph  County.  He  piesents  a  marked  type  of 
the  energetic,  patriotic  and  sturdy  sons  of  the 
great  west — suaviter  in  modo,  fortiter  in  re — with 
whom  the  high  sense  of  duty  stands  first  in  every 
relation  of  life.  Progressive  in  thought,  and  en- 
dowed by  nature  with  a  strong  character  and  de- 
cision of  purpose,  he  has  achieved  a  success  of 
which  he  is  worthy,  and  which  is  the  deserved  re- 
ward of  liis  energetic  efforts. 

Horn  in  Randolph  County,  111.,  August  26,  1833, 
our  subject  is  tlie  son  of  Robert  and  Salina  M. 
(Balch)  Mann,  natives  respectively  of  South  Caro- 


lina and  Tennessee.  His  father  came  to  this  coun- 
ty in  1817,  and  settled  near  Preston,  where  he  en- 
ergetically entered  upon  the  task  of  clearing  and 
impioving  a  farm,  meeting  with  considerable  suc- 
cess in  his  labors  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  In  IS.'jl 
he  settled  in  Chester,  where  he  continued  to  live 
in  retirement  until  his  death  in  1878. 

In  his  youth,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  w.is  a 
sludentin  the  private  schools  of  Randolph  County, 
after  which  he  conducted  his  studies  in  a  Oer- 
man  school  in  this  |)lace.  Entering  upon  his  ac- 
tive business  career,  he  became  a  clerk  in  the  em- 
ploy of  II.  C.  Cole  <t  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  six  years.  In  18.07  he  (^inhaiked  in  the  icil- 
estate  business,  which  he  condiutod  successfully 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War.  At  the  ojien- 
ing  of  that  conflict,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Comjiany  I,  Tenth  Illinois  Infantry,  Col.  .James  D. 
Morgan  commanding.  In  March,  18()2,  his  regi- 
ment was  incorporated  with  the  Army  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, under  General  Pope. 

Among  the  iniiiortant  engagements  in  which 
Mr.  Mann  participated  were  those  of  New  Madrid 
and  Island  No.  10,  after  which  he  was  ordered  to 
Arkansas,  and  from  there  proceeded  to  Pittsburg 
Landing  and  Corinth,  taking  part  in  those  mem- 
orable battles.  He  afterward  maiched  through 
various  parts  of  Mississippi,  and  going  into  camp 
at  Big  Springs,  remained  there  until  July  20,  1862. 
He  was  ordered  thence  toTuscunibia,  Ala.,  to  guard 
the  line  of  the  Memiihis  it  Charlestown  Railroad, 
where  he  remained  until  the  latter  part  of  Septem- 
ber, 1862.  Next  he  accompanied  his  regiment  in- 
to Tennessee,  and  in  Jul}',  1863,  was  ordered  to 
New  Fosterville,  on  the  Nashville  &  Chattanooga 
Railroad,  where  he  remained  for  one  month  after 
the  battle  of  Mission  Ridge  and  the  East  Tennessee 
campaign. 

In  January,  1861,  the  regiment  re-enlisted,  and 
then  was  given  a  thirty  d.avs'  furlough,  atQuincy, 
111.  Proceeding  to  the  front,  Mr.  Mann  took  part 
in  the  Atlanta  carn|)aign  and  in  the  march  to  the 
sea,  and  afterward  was  taken  sick  at  Savannah.  For 
meritorious  conduct  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  First  Lieutenant.  He  was  on  staff  duty  the 
greater  part  of  his  service,  in  which  capacity  he 
was  serving  at  tlie  time  of  his  discharge.     His  rec- 
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ord  as  a  soldier  is  characterized  by  the  loftiest  pa- 
triotism and  most  unwavering  courage,  and  is  one 
of  which  his  friends  may  well  be  proud. 

Returning  to  the  pursuits  of  civiclife,Mr.  Mnnn 
resumed  his  real-estate  business,  in  which  he  has 
since  engaged.  lie  lias  considerable  valuaiile  prop- 
erty in  Cliester  and  vicinity  for  sale,  and  is  also 
the  agent  for  land  owned  by  eastern  parties.  In 
politics  he  su|)|)orts  the  Repulilic-an  party.  So- 
cially, he  is  identified  with  Chester  Lodge  No.  .57, 
I.  ().().  F.,  of  whicli  he  is  the  oldest  member,  hav- 
ing united  with  the  lodge  May  10,  185.5.  He  is 
also  connected  with  Randolph  Encampment  No. 
.55.  As  would  be  supposed,  he  is  prominent  in  the 
Grand  Army  of  the  Reimblic,  and  holds  mem- 
bership in  Swanwick  Post  No.  •2r2,  of  which  lie 
has  been  Commander  for  some  time.  A  man  of 
sound  judgment,  moved  by  honest  purpose  and 
love  for  the  general  welfare  of  the  people,  ho  is 
always  found  identified  with  the  right,  and  as 
might  be  expected,  is  popular  with  his  fellow-citi- 
zens. 

_:=^^P •  . 

IZEKIEL  BARP.ER.  Randolph  County  fur- 
nished its  full  quota  of  noble  men  to  ihe 
j' — ^  rank  and  file  of  the  Union  army,  among 
whom  our  subject  occu|)ied  an  honorable  place. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
Sparta,  where  he  is  engaged  in  the  real-estate  busi- 
ness, and  has  been  administrator  for  many  valu- 
able estates.  His  father,  Ezekiel  Barber,  was  born 
November  22,  1802,  in  Marietta,  Ohio,  and  was 
only  two  and  .a-lialf  years  old  when  he  w.as  brought 
by  his  parents  to  this  county,  they  settling  in  Ellis 
Grove. 

The  father  was  a  fanner  by  occupation,  and  by 
trade  a  millwright.  He  received  an  education  such 
as  it  was  [lossible  to  procure  in  that  early  day.  His 
death  occurred  four  months  prior  to  the  birth  of 
our  subject.  He  was  the  son  of  Alexander  and 
Nancy  (Dennis)  Barber,  natives  respectively  of 
Connecticut  and  Pennsylvania.  Tlie  grandparents 
were  married  in  Ohio,  and  after  coming  to  Illi- 
nois, located  in  Randolph  County.  They  had 
started  for  Missouri,  which  was  the  home  of  Daniel 
Boone,  but   being    taken  sick    while   en  route,  re- 


turned to  Kaskaskia,  111.,  where  he  died.     He  was 

a  Whig  in  politics,  and  served  as  .Tustice  of  the 
Peace  for  over  half  a  century,  being  a|)pointed 
by  Governor  Edwards  in  1809,  and  filled  the 
ollice  until  18(>0. 

The  great-grandparents  of  our  subject,  Ezekiel 
and  Sourancy  Barber,  were  also  natives  of  Connec- 
ticut, whence  they  later  removed  to  Ohio,  and 
.from  there  to  Illinois,  m.ikiiig  their  home  at  Ellis 
Grove,  this  county,  until  their  death.  The  greal- 
grandfatlier  was  a  stone-cutter  by  trade,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  being  present  at  the  bat- 
tle of  Trenton.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Tlie  Barber  family,  which  is  of 
Scotch  descent,  was  first  represented  in  America 
about  170(1. 

■  Mrs.  Jennie  (Murph}')  Baiber,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  North  Carolina  in  17;)7.  She 
was  a  young  lady  of  eigliteen  ^ears  when  she 
came  to  this  count}',  and  was  a  daughter  of  John 
Jlurphy,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  a  brick-layer 
by  trade,  who,  while  a  patriot  in  the  Revolution- 
aiy  War,  participated  in  the  battle  of  Kings  Moun- 
tain. He  and  his  wife  de|)arted  this  life  in  Perry 
County,  111.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in 
June,  1877,  while  a  resident  of  Carroll  County, 
this  state. 

The  parents  of  our  sul)ject  were  married  in 
1823,  and  reared  a  family  of  two  children.  Alex- 
ander, formerly  a  resident  of  Grafton,  this  state, 
died  in  1888.  He  married  Miss  Conway,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  four  of  whom 
are  living:  Francis,  Ida  J.,  Horace  G.  and  John. 
F^zekiel,  the  second  son,  was  born  December  15, 
1827,  near  Ellis  Grove,  this  county.  A  year  later 
his  mother  went  to  live  with  Grandfather  Barber, 
with  wliom  they  continued  to  reside  until  August, 
1831.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  old  log 
schoolhouse  of  [lionecr  days,  and  when  old  enough 
worked  in  a  grist  and  sawmill  for  his  grandfather 
m  this  county.  In  1844  he  went  to  (Jalena,  and 
after  working  in  the  lead  mines  of  that  place  for 
one  and  a-half  years,  he  removed  to  Wisconsin. 
After  two  years  siient  in  that  state,  he  returned 
to  the  home  of  his  grandfather,  and  worked  for 
his  uncle,  James   Barber,  in  the  saw  mill  for  two 
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years.  In  1850,  li.iviiig  been  seized  willi  llie  ijuUi 
fever,  he  crossed  the  plains  to  California,  where 
he  prospected  for  gold  for  two  years,  meeting  with 
fair  success.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  ho  re- 
turned home,  and  for  a  twelvcnioiitli  again  worked 
for  liis  uncle  in  the  mill. 

In  1853  Kzckiel  15!ul>er  married  Miss  IMary  J. 
Frazer,  who  was  born  in  1831  in  Indiana.  She  was 
the  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Smith)  Frazer, 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  IJowling  Green,  K3., 
respectively.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Barber  was  a 
cabinet-maker  by  trade,  in  politics  was  a  Whig,  and 
socially  was  a  prominent  Odd  F'ellow.  He  died  at 
Rockwood,  111.,  January  1,  18-45.  Mrs.  Frazer  de- 
parted this  life  in  New  Albany,  Ind.,  in  Septem- 
ber, 1847.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
six  children,  of  whom  I}eU,C'harjie,  Cora  and  Wil- 
lie are  deceased.  Those  living  are  Nellie  and  Min- 
nie, both  highly  educated  young  ladies  and  school 
teachers. 

The  year  of  his  marriage  Mr.  Barber  engaged  in 
the  mercantile  business  at  Rockwood,  and  after 
disposing  of  his  interests  in  that  line,  he  became 
keeper  of  a  wood  yard  in  the  same  place.  He  was 
filling  that  position  when,  in  1864,  he  enlisted, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry. 
This  regiment  then  being  with  Sherman  on  the 
march  to  the  sea,  he  was  tem])orarily  with  others 
organized  in  the  Fourth  Battalion,  in  wliicli  he 
participated  in  the  battle  of  Nashville  on  the  15th 
and  IGtli  of  December,  following  Hood's  retreating 
army  into  Alabama.  Returning  to  Nashville,  he 
was  sent  to  Newbern,  N.  C,  where  he  again  was  tem- 
porarily assigned  to  the  One  Hundred  and  Twen- 
ty-second New  York  Infantry,  and  participated  in 
the  b.ittle  of  Kingston,  N.  C,  Afarcli  8,  9,  10  and 
1 1,  18G5.  He  joined  the  Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry, 
March  25,  1865,  and  was  discharged  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  July  13  of  that  year. 

Returning  from  the  army,  our  subject  went  to 
Rockwood,  and  from  there  to  Missouri,  it  being 
his  intention  to  prospect  in  the  lead  mines  in 
Granby.  Soon,  however,  he  returned  to  Rock- 
wood, and  until  1888  was  engaged  in  shipping 
fruit,  grain  and  cattle  to  St.  Louis.  At  present  he 
is  the  proprietor  of  a  line  farm  located  in  town- 
ship 8,1'ange  6,  besides  having  valuable  town  prop- 


erty. He  is  also  engaged  in  loaning  money,  and 
is  administrator  for  an  estate  worth  ^50,000.  In 
his  political  relations  he  is  a  strong  Republican, 
and  is  an  influential  member  of  Post  No.  181, 
C!.  A.  R.,  at  Sparta.  Although  not  a  member  of 
any  denomination,  he  gives  liberally  of  his  means 
to  the  support  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
with  which  his  wife  is  connected. 

LKXANDER  LOCHHKAD  derives  both 
i@/4ij  pleasure  and  profit  from  the  management 
IK  of  his  estate,  which  is  located  on  section 
18,  township  7,  range  6,  Randolph  Coun- 
ty. It  bears  a  full  line  of  improvements,  and  in 
addition  to  the  business  of  a  general  farmer,  Mr. 
Ixjchhead  in  1891  began  in  the  dairy  business,  and 
he  now  has  a  paying  route  in  the  city  of  Chester. 
He  is  a  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  the  date  of 
his  birth  being  November  27.  1839. 

Tlie  father  of  our  subject,  who  also  bears  the 
name  of  Alexander,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  land,  Scotland,  where  he  was  an  engineer. 
The  lady  to  whom  he  was  married,  and  who  be- 
came the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  Miss  Christina 
Fletuming,  also  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland.  In 
the  year  1840  the  parents  set  sail  for  America, 
when  ourNSubject  was  only  a  few  months  old,  and 
on  arrivingHn  the  New  World,  the3-  made  their 
way  directly  to  this  county  and  located  on  a  farm 
live  miles  from  Chester. 

For  a  number  of  years  after  coining  here  the 
father  of  our  subject  lived  on  rented  land,  and 
continued  to  follow  the  occupation  of  a  farmer 
until  1846,  when  his  decease  occurred.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  later  married,  her  hus- 
band being  Amos  Taggert,  and  she  departed  this 
life  in  1875.  Alexander  of  this  sketch  is  a  man 
of  limited  education,  but  sound  common  sense 
and  accurate  judgment,  and  m  tlie  pursuit  of  his 
occupation  of  farming  has  become  the  owner  of 
valuable  jjroperty.  When  a  lad  of  fifteen  years 
he  went  to  Chester  and  began  clerking  in  the 
grocery  store  of  (ieoige  Rust,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  four  years,  and  then  returning  to  farm 
life,  has  since  devoted  his  time  to  cultivating  the 
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soil.  He  is  engaged  in  general  agriculture  and 
reaps  annually  an  abundant  harvest  from  his 
place,  which  thus  makes  excellent  returns  for  the 
time  and  labor  which  he  lias  invested. 

October  5,  1858,  Alexander  Lochhead  was  mar- 
ried to  Eliza  E.,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Annis 
(Cochrane)  Rust,  natives  of  Maine.  Their  mar- 
riage was  blessed  b)'  tlie  liirth  of  nine  children, 
tliree  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are, 
Melvin,  wlio  married  Carolina  Ileitkamp,  and  is  a 
jirosperous  fanner  near  Cliester;  Albert  R.,  who 
mruiied  Elizabeth  Conn,  and  is  also  engaged  in 
fanning  pursuits  in  this  county';  .James;  Chiistina, 
Gilbert  and  Grace,  who  are  at  home.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  and  arc  classed  among  the  substantial 
citizens  of  their  townshii).  Mr.  Lochhead  has  al- 
wa3S  voted  with  the  Republican  party,  has  been 
Road  Commissioner  and  School  Director  of  his 
town,  and  with  excellent  judgment  and  keen  per- 
ception has  materiallj'  aided  in  the  upward  prog- 
ress of  the  public  schools. 


/^^  HRISTOPHER  HACK,  who  is   engaged  in 


farming  in  Vergennes,  claims  Mississippi 
as  the  state  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born 
in  Claiborne  County,  April  15,  1840,  and  is  the 
son  of  Christopher  Hack,  a  native  of  Germany, 
who  when  a  small  boy  came  with  his  parents  to 
America.  He  had  one  brother,  who  lived  in  New 
Orleans.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when 
her  son  was  very  young.  He  left  home  when 
about  ten  years  of  age  and  began  working  on  a 
steamboat  on  the  Mississippi  River,  being  thus 
employed. until  the  beginning  of  the  war,  when  he 
came  north  to  Cairo,  making  his  home  in  that 
place  and  in  ISIound  City  until  1862. 

Mr.  Hack  then  enlisted  in  the  Union  navy,  and 
was  on  board  the  "Monarch"  during  the  greater 
part  of  his  service.  He  was  also  detailed  for  car- 
penter work  on  the  "Lancaster  Ram,"  "Diana" 
and  "Queen  of  the  West."  He  participated  in 
many  naval  engagements — the  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
the  expedition  to  assist  Sherman,  went  up  tiie 
Arkansas  River  to  Arkansas  Post,  and  landed  with 


the  troops  as  volunteers  at  Greenville.  In  the 
spring  of  1864  he  was  discharged,  but  continued 
to  remain  in  Vicksburg  until  the  following  July, 
when  he  returned  to  .Jackson  County. 

Mr.  Hack  first  located  in  De  Soto,  and  then 
came  to  Vergennes.  He  was  married  in  Vicks- 
burg, in  1860,  to  Miss  Mary  Westfall,  who  died 
in  the  following  year.  On  the  31st  of  May,  1864, 
in  Vicksburg,  he  wedded  Miss  Nancy  Westfall,  a 
sister  of  his  first  wife,  and  a  daughter  of  David 
and  Elizabeth  (Lyons)  Westfall.  Her  parents  were 
both  born  and  reared  in  Ohio,  removing  thence  to 
Mississippi.  Her  father  enlisted  in  the  I'nion  army 
and  died  in  the  service.  They  had  the  following 
children:  Leander,  Adam,  Melvma,  Mary  M.,  Fran- 
ces and  Nancy.     All  are  deceased  except  Frances. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hack  were  born  five  children. 
William  and  Minerva,  twins,  born  M.iy  30,  1866, 
died  in  infanc}';  Alice,  born  July  15,  1869,  is  the 
wife  of  William  Mann;  Henry  C.,  born  November 
6,  1871,  is  the  next  j-ounger;  and  Mary  A.,  born 
September  13,  1874,  is  now  deceased.  The  mother 
of  this  family  passed  away  January  31,  1876,  and 
on  the  12th  of  December  following  Mr.  Hack  mar- 
ried Maliala  Law.  They  have  one  child,  JMilton 
A.,  born  September  22, 1885.  Mrs.  Hack  died  May 
21,  1889,  and  on  the  10th  of  April,  1890,  our  sub- 
ject wedded  DoUie  Graer,  widow  of  Benjamin 
Graer.  They  have  two  children:  Fannie,  born 
January  18,  1891;  and  Charles  B.,  July  22,  1893. 

Mr.  Hack  has  followed  farming  throughout  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  and  for  seven  years  has 
carried  on  general  merchandising  in  Vergennes.  He 
now  owns  two  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  valuable 
land,  besides  considerablfe  property  in  the  village, 
and  by  well  directed  efforts,  enterprise  and  in- 
dustr}'  has  acquired  a  handsome  competence.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  in 
which  he  serves  as  Trustee,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  building  committee,  which  is  now  engaged 
in  the  erection  of  a  new  house  of  worship.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  has  held  the  office 
of  Highway  Commissioner  and  Township  Treas- 
urer. He  has  taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  but 
has  never  been  a  narrow  partisan.  Socially,  he  is 
connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternit3'  and  the 
Odd  Fellows'  society,  and   is  now    Trustee  of  the 
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latter  lodge.  He  possesses  excellent  business  and 
executive  ability,  and  the  prosperit}'  which  has 
crowned  his  efforts  is  but  the  just  reward  of  his 
labors. 

,^=^#P '    . 

ellUISTlAN  HKAUK,  whose  sketch  now  in- 
vites attention,  is  one  of  the  oldest  resi- 
dents in  the  slate  of  Illinois.  In  the  course 
of  his  long  life  he  h.is  witnessed  many  changes 
and  an  immense  amount  of  progress  in  the  state, 
and  has  also  accumulated  a  considerable  fortune. 
Longevity  for  some  reasons  and  in  some  cases  is 
not  a  desirable  thing,  but  it  certainly  gives  a  man 
a  vast  amount  of  valuable  experience,  and  gains  him 
a  larger  number  of  successes  than  can  be  accom- 
plished in  a  shorter  span  of  yeai-s.  Mr.  Beare  is 
one  of  llie  progressive  farmers  of  township  6, 
range  7,  Randolph  County,  where  he  owns  an  ex- 
cellent estate  of  four  iiundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Our  subject's  birth  occurred  near  Heme,  Switz- 
erland, March  28,  1817,  he  being  the  third  in  or- 
der of  birth  in  a  family  of  five  children  born  to 
Joseph  and  Gretta  (Meyer)  Beare.  He  emigrated 
to  America  when  nine  years  of  age  with  his  par- 
ents, who  first  settled  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  later 
went  to  Canton,  the  same  state.  Some  time  later 
the  family  located  on  a  farm  near  East  St.  Louis, 
but  remaining  there  only  a  year,  came  to  Randolph 
County  and  located  on  the  farm  which  is  now  the 
home  of  our  subject.  He  obtained  very  little 
schooling  in  his  youth,  but  was  naturally-  of  a 
studious  turn  of  mind,  and  through  his  desire  for 
learning  and  eagerness  to  seize  upon  ever3lliing 
to  increase  his  store  of  knowledge,  he  acquired  a 
good  idea  of  business.  During  his  younger  days 
he  aided  his  father  in  the  care  of  the  farm,  and 
energetically  shared  the  toils  of  seed-time  and  har- 
vest. He  gained  a  thoroughly  practical  knowledge 
of  the  pursuit  of  agriculture,  and  was  well  fitted 
at  an  early  age  to  self  reliantly  begin  the  battle  of 
life.  In  1843,  when  he  was  twenty-six  years  old, 
our  subject  sold  the  first  crop  of  wheat  for  himself, 
and  has  continuously  worked  at  his  chosen  pureuit 
until  he  has  won  a  goodly  amount  of  this  world's 
goods.  His  productive  farm  lies  one-half  mile 
west  of  Ellis  Grove,  where  he  does  all  his  trading. 


His  father  had  a  family  of  five  children,  and  came 

to  this  country  expecting  to  make  a  good  home 
for  them.  His  efforts  were  not  in  vain,  for  they 
are  all  comfortably  situated  in  life,  and  the  family 
is  one  of  the  wealthiest  in  the  county. 

Mr.  Beare  was  married  P'ebruary  9,  1843,  to 
Martha  Lenherr,  a  daughter  of  Christian  and  Eliza- 
beth (Kloepeustien)  Lenherr.  The  parents  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding  February  9,  1893, 
and  were  surrounded  b^-  seven  children  and  eigh- 
teen grandchildren.  They  are  enjoying  their 
remaining  da3'S  in  peace  and  comfort.  To  our 
subject  and  his  estimable  wife  has  been  born  a 
family  of  eight  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  in- 
fancy. .John  and  Christian,  are  twins,  and  the 
former  married  Lizzie  Heckraan,  who  died  in  the 
year  1883;  the  latter  married  Sophia  Heckmari. 
Joseph  married  Sarah  Hargis,  and  is  a  merchant 
in  Ellis  Grove;  Lizzie  is  the  wife  of  Louis  Wehr- 
heim,  and  they  are  residents  of  Ellis  Grove; 
Henry  married  Emma  Hargis,  and  is  also  a  mer- 
chant in  Ellis  Grove;  Isaac,  who  is  the  present 
County  Clerk  of  Randolph  County,  makes  his  home 
in  Chester;  and  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Joseph  Heob, 
who  is  a  merchant  in  Ellis  Grove.  Jlr.  and  Mrs. 
Beare  are  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by  their  man}' 
friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr.  Beare  is  now  in 
his  seventy-seventh  year,  and  is  hale  and  hearty. 
In  his  political  affiliations  he  is  a  Democrat,  casting 
his  first  vote  for  Van  Buren.  All  of  liie  children 
are  also  advocates  of  Democracy, and  rank  iiigh  in 
the  esteem  of  their  fellow-citizens. 


OBERT  HOUSTON,  foreman  of  the  Ran- 
dolph Mines,  of  Percy,  and  a  highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  the  coranninity,  claims 
Scotland  as  the  land  of  his  nativity.  He 
was  born  in  June,  1841,  and  is  the  second  child  of 
Robert  and  Agnes  (Gray)  Houston.  His  father 
was  a  miner  in  Scotland,  and  lived  in  that  coun- 
try- until  1853,  when  with  his  family  he  emigrated 
to  America,  locating  near  Casej-ville,  Ky.,  where 
he  began  working  in  the  mines.  In  18.59,  became 
I    to  DuQuoin,  where  he  spent  most  of  his  time  en- 
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gaged  in  mining  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  July,  1888.  He  won  tlie  high  regard  of  all  with 
whom  he  was  brought  in  contact,  and  his  loss  was 
dcepl}'  mourned.  His  widow  is  yet  living  near 
DuQuoin. 

Mr.  Houston  attended  school  in  Scotland  dur- 
ing his  early  years,  but  his  educalionjil  privileges 
were  limited,  for  at  the  age  of  nine  years  he  went 
into  the  mines  with  liis  father,  and  was  thus  em- 
ployed until  coming  to  America  in  1854,  when  a 
youth  of  thirteen.  Here  he  at  once  resumed  min- 
ing, and  has  since  followed  that  pursuit  with  the 
exception  of  one  year,  when  he  entered  the  employ 
of  a  farmer,  thinking  that  he  might  improve  his 
education  thereby.  He  worked  in  the  fields,  and 
for  one  term  attended  tiie  district  school,  after 
which  he  returned  to  tlie  mines.  At  the  age  of 
nineteen,  he  began  working  for  himself,  and  was 
employed  as  a  miner  until  he  had  attained  his  ma- 
jority. 

At  that  time,  prompted  by  patriotic  impulses, 
l\Ir.  Houston  entered  the  service  of  his  country, 
enlisting  at  DuCJuoiu  as  Fife  Majoi'  in  the  Eighty- 
first  Illinois  Infantry  foi'  three  years.  He  was 
with  the  regiment  in  all  of  its  man}'  engagements, 
and  when  the  war  was  over,  lie  was  mustered  out 
in  Vicksburg,  August  5,  18G5,  and  received  his 
discharge  in  Chicago. 

When  the  country  no  longer  needed  his  services, 
Mr.  Houston  returned  to  Dut^uoin  to  visit  his 
peopi,  and  then  went  to  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  he 
spent  the  two  succeeding  years  of  his  life.  In 
1868,  he  returned  to  Sparta,  and  engaged  in  coal 
mining  until  1880,  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
Rosborough  Coal  mines,  being  Superintendent  of 
the  same  for  seven  years.  He  then  went  to  In- 
diana, where  he  was  emphiyed  for  a  few  montiis, 
but  after  a  short  time  he  returned  to  Illinois  and 
located  in  Percy,  where  he  now  serves  as  manager 
of  the  Kandoli)li  n'iiies.  These  mines  turn  out  about 
three  hundred  tons  per  day  in   the  working  season. 

In  1875,  jMr.  Houston  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Agnes  Brown,  daughter  of  James  B.  and 
Margaret  (Grant)  Brown,  who  were  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. By  this  union  five  children  were  born,  as 
follows:  Maggie,  widow  of  Andrew  Jloffat,  who 
resides  with  her  fatiier;  Robert,  Myrtle,    and  Eva 


and  James  A.,  twins.  All  are  now  under  the  pa- 
rental roof.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Houston  arc  members 
of  the  Piesbyterian  Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
some  civic  societies,  belonging  to  Hope  Lodge  No. 
162,  A.  F.  Jl'  a.  M.,  of  Sparta,  the  Royal  Arch 
Chapter  of  Madisonville,  Hopkins  County,  Ky.; 
and  Sparta  Post  No.  181.  G.  A.  R.  In  politics,  he 
is  a  supporter  of  Republican  principles.  He  has 
lived  an  honorable,  upright  life,  devoted  largely 
to  legitimate  business  interests,  and  is  highly  re- 
spected by  all  who  know  him. 


^^•{••{••{•♦^^^•J"J-"J-*F 


'\f/ OHN  A.  IIAHN  occupies  an  important  place 
in  the  farming  community  of  township  7, 
range  6,  Randolph  County,  and  resides 
upon  the  old  homestead  where  he  was  borni 
near  Chester.  His  father,  Christian  Ilahn,  was 
born  in  "West  Baden,  Germany,  where  he  was 
reared  to  mature  years  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
emigrated  to  America  when  a  young  man.  He 
was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  after  coming  to  Amer- 
ica made  his  first  location  in  Kaskaskia,  this  state, 
where  he  began  working  at  his  trade.  He  was 
the  first  German  to  make  settlement  in  that  place, 
but  only  remained  there  two  j-ears,  when  he  came 
to  Chester  and  established  himself  in  the  tailoring 
business,  in  which  he  was  fairly  successful  for 
four  years,  t^hrisliau  Ilahn  then  purchased  land 
near  Chester  and  gave  himself  up  to  the  work  of 
its  cultivation,  residing  there  until  his  deatii, 
which  occurred  in  1863. 

Soon  after  coining  to  Illinois,  and  while  mak- 
ing his  home  in  Kaskaskia,  the  father  of  our  sul)- 
ject  was  married  to  Jliss  Elizabeth  Fortman,  of 
German  parents,  and  their  union  was  blessed  by  a 
family  of  ten  children.  Jolin  A.,  of  this  sketch, 
who  was  the  youngest  in  the  famil}^,  was  born 
February  20,  1852.  He  enjoyed  only  limited  o))- 
portunities  for  obtaining  an  education,  aiding 
his  father  in  the  care  of  ids  farm,  thus  gaining 
a  thoroughly  i>raclical  knowledge  of  the  pursuit 
of  agriculture.  After  his  father's  death,  John  re- 
mained at  iiome  with  his  mother  and  carried  on 
the  home  place,  which  has  since  come  into  his  pos- 
session.    Ilis   mother  now  makes  her  home  with 
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him,  and  although  having  attained  the  advanced 

age  of  ciglity -seven  years,  isenjo3'ing  good  lieallh, 
and  every  pleasant  Sunday  she  may  be  seen  walk- 
ing to  church. 

May  12,  1874,  .loiin  A.  Hahn  and  Miss  Mary  C, 
daughter  of  Matliew  and  Adeli.i  (Kikcr)  Muerer, 
wore  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Halm's  parents 
were  natives  of  Germany,  but  at  the  time  of  her 
marriage  were  residing  in  Missouri.  A  family  of 
three  children  has  come  to  bless  the  home  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife,  Clara,  Anna  and  .loseph. 
The}'  are  all  being  given  good  educations  and  are 
students  in  the  high  school  at  Chester.  In  his  re- 
ligious belief,  Mr.  Hahn  and  his  entire  family  are 
devout  Catholics.  He  is  a  strong  Democrat  in 
politics,  but  has  never  held  or  aspired  to  political 
oflice,  preferring  to  devote  his  attention  exclu- 
sively to  his  private  affairs. 


j+++*,'i 
^•i-***'^ 


ON.  J.  F.  TAYLOR,  au  attorney-al-law,  who 
is  successfully  engaged  in  legal  practice  in 
Carbondale,  is  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  southern  Illinois.  His  father,  James 
P.  Taylor,  was  born  in  Columbus,  Ind.,  in  1826, 
and  is  a  son  of  Aaron  Taylor,  who  was  born  in 
Marietta,  Ohio,  in  1800,  and  came  of  an  old  Vir- 
ginian fanii!\-.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Form  wait.  She 
was  born  in  Fayettevillc,  Tcnn.,  in  1829,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  .lacob  Formwalt,  who  w.is  born  in 
the  same  state  and  was  of  German  descent. 

The  paternal  grandfather  emigrated  to  Illinois 
in  1832,  and  settled  in  Golconda,  Pope  County, 
where  he  followed  farming.  There  James  was 
reared  and  educated,  and  for  some  lime  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching.  The  country  found  him  among 
its  defenders  during  the  late  war.  He  was  a  Ser- 
geant of  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- 
sixth  Illinois  Infantry.  When  the  regiment  re- 
turned, he  was  left  in  the  south  and  was  reported 
dead,  but  six  weeks  later  he  reached  home  a  physi- 
cal wreck.  His  brother,  Caleb  M.  Taylor,  was 
Colonel  of  a  Louisiana  regiment  in  the  Confeder- 
ate army. 

The  Formwalt  family'  came  to  Illinois  in  1835 
8 


and  settled  in  Pope  County,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Taylor  were  married.  They  now  reside  near  Harts- 
ville.  III.  They  hold  membership  with  the  Haptist 
Church,  in  which  the  father  served  as  Deacon  for 
forty  years.  In  the  family  were  nine  children,  six 
of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely:  J.  P.,  Spencer  B., 
Caleb  M.,  Richard  F.,  William  F.  S.  and  Priscilla  I. 

Our  subject,  who  was  born  January  4,  1849,  in 
Pope  County,  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  for 
four  terms  was  a  student  in  the  Slate  Normal  School 
at  Bloomington.  He  then  served  as  Principal  of  the 
public  schools  of  Eliznbethtown  for  two  years,  and 
for  two  years  was  Priiicii)al  in  Rosiclare,  then  a 
prosperous  mining  town.  Later  he  attended  the 
law  school  in  Bloomington,  Ind., and  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  Illinois  in 
June,  1876.  In  1877  he  was  elected  Judge  of  the 
County  Court  of  Hardin  County,  and  served  for 
five  years,  never  having  but  one  opinion  reversed. 
In  1886  he  was  elected  to  the  State  Legislature,  and 
served  as  a  member  of  the  judiciary  and  other  im- 
portant committees.  Five  years  ago  he  came  to 
Carbondale,  where  he  lias  since  been  successfully 
engaged  in  law  practice. 

In  1874  Mr.  Taylor  married  Elizabeth  Hemphill, 
a  native  of  Polk  County  and  a  daughter  of  Squire 
Davidson  Hemphill,  of  North  Carolina.  His  fa- 
ther removed  from  that  state  to  Polk  County,  111., 
in  1830.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.aylor  were  burn  four 
sons:  Oscar  T.,Otho  Breeze,  Clifton  L.  and  Charles 
Harold,  all  of  whom  arc  students  in  the  Normal 
Institute  of  Carbondale.  The  parents  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  take  an 
active  part  in  its  work.  Mr.  T.aylor  is  a  Mason, 
and  is  now  serving  as  Worshipful  Master  of  She- 
kinah  Lodge  No.  241,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.,  and  as  High 
Priest  of  Reynolds  Chapter  No.  75,  R.  A.  M. 

As  a  stanch  Democrat  Mr.  Taylor  has  always 
taken  a  warm  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  has 
served  as  Chairman  of  the  Congressional  Campaign 
Committee  of  the  Twenty-second  District.  He  is 
the  author  of  the  only  bill  which  became  a  law  in 
this  state,  appropriating  money  for  the  aid  of 
Union  soldiers  who  were  disabled  in  the  service. 
By  this  act,  12,000  were  appropriated  for  the  relief 
of  .lohn  B.  Tucker,  of  Hardin  County,  a  gallant 
Union  soldier,  who  enlisted  at  the  call  of  Governor 
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Yatos  in  186 1 ,  and  while  in  tlie  service  of  his  coun- 
tr3'  lost  both  aims  by  the  accidental  discharge  of 
a  cannon.  At  the  time  of  entering  the  service  lie 
was  a  citizen  of  Illinois  and  crossed  the  river  into 
Kentucky  to  enlist.     The  bill  read  as  follows: 

Sec.  1.  Beit  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  state  of 
Illinois  represented  in  General  Asseinbl3',  that  the 
sum  of  ^10,000  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropri- 
ated out  of  the  State  Treasury  to  .John  B.  Tucker, 
of  Hardin  County,  late  a  private  soldier  in  the 
Fifteenth  Regiment  of  Kentucky  Cavalry  in  the 
late  war,  and  afterward  by  re-enlistment  in  Com- 
pany B,  First  Green  River  Batterj^  of  Kentucky 
Volunteers,  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  while 
in  line  of  duty  in  obedience  to  orders  of  his  supe- 
rior ofKcers,  who  liad  both  arms  shot  off  by  the  ac- 
cidental firing  of  a  cannon. 

Sec.  2.  The  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  shall 
draw  his  warrant  on  the  treasur}'  of  the  state  of 
Illinois  for  ^10,000,  hereby  appropriated  in  favor 
of  said  John  B.  Tucker.  The  Treasurer  shall  pay 
said  sum  of  money  on  presentation  of  said 
warrant. 

The  bill  was  afterward  changed  to  read  82,000, 
and  was  passed  as  amended.  It  was  first  referred 
to  a  committee  which  reported  unfavorably,  but 
Mr.  Taylor  prevailed  upon  the  committee  to  give 
him  a  rehearing  and  they  then  reported  favorably. 
The  enemies  of  the  bill  had  it  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Appropriations,  which  reported  favorably. 
The  Chairman  of  the  .Tudiciars'  Committee  moved 
to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause  in  the  House  of 
Representatives,  and  it  was  then  debated  between 
that  gentleman  and  Mr.  Taylor,  who  won.  He 
followed  the  bill  into  the  Senate,  went  before  the 
different  committees  there,  and  advocated  it  until 
it  was  enacted  into  law.  He  is  a  lawyei'  of  acknowl- 
edged ability,  a  power  in  the  court  room,  and  his 
career,  both  public  and  private,  has  won  him  the 
high  regard  of  his  associates. 


^  ftlLLIAM  A.  WOOD  has  been  prospered 
\/\/l/  ^^^^^  ''^  came  to  this  country,  over  forty 
^^^  years  ago,  and  has  been  a  resident  of  Ran- 
dolph County  during  that  entire  period,  with  the 
exception  of  two  years.  AVhile  assisting  in  the 
development  of  township  4,  range  6,  he  has  ac- 
quired a  comfortable  property  and  is  still  actively 


engaged  in  farming,  owning  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  .35,  and  as  a  stock 
breeder  has  on  his  place  thirty  head  of  line  Jersey 
cattle. 

The  father  of  our  worthy  subject,  James  Wood, 
was  a  native  of  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  whore  his 
mother,  who  prior  to  her  marriage  was  Miss  Jane 
Humphrey,  was  also  born.  They  both  died  many 
years  ago  in  their  native  laud.  The  father  was 
a  dyer  and  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  besides 
rearing  a  family  of  thirteen  children,  he  and  his 
good  wife  performed  the  part  of  parents  to  three 
other  children,  one  of  whom  is  Hugh  Wilson,  Sr., 
(whose  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  Rec- 
ord). The  i)arents  were  both  members  of  the  Es- 
tablished Church  of  Scotland. 

William  Wood,  of  this  sketch,  who  is  also  of 
Scotch  birth,  was  born  in  Ayrshire,  September  13, 
1833,  and  received  a  good  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  his  native  land.  He  came  to 
America  in  the  year  18.52, and  passed  two  years  in 
ISIaryland  and  Kentucky.  Tlien  coming  to  Illi- 
nois, he  located  on  his  present  fine  estate,  which 
was  at  that  time  in  a  wild  condition,  and  at  once 
commenced  the  improvement  of  his  farm,  which  is 
now  in  all  respects  one  of  the  most  desirable  in 
tlie  neighborhood.  It  is  supplied  with  ample  build- 
ings for  every  purpose,  including  a  comfortable 
dwelling,  good  barn,  etc.,  and  the  machinery  for 
operating  the  farm  is  of  the  most  modern  style. 
Mr.  Wood  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming,  and  is 
particularly  successful  as  a  stock-grower,  owning 
tliirt}'  head  Of  Jersej^  cattle,  beside  having  eight 
milch  cows. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Susan, 
daughter  of  John  Rusk,  was  celebrated  in  1853. 
Mrs.  Wood  is  a  native  of  Scotland,  where  her  birth 
occurred  June  13,  1830.  They  are  the  parents  of 
two  children,  William  A.,  Jr.,  and  Jlary.  They 
have  also  taken  into  their  hearts  and  home  four- 
teen other  children,  among  whom  were  Mary, 
David,  Lizzie  and  Belle  Rusk,  John  Beard,  Eliza 
Rusk,  Perry  C.  Fillis,  James  and  William  McGuf- 
fey,  James  Wood,  and  an  infant  who  died.  He  and 
his  wife  possess  in  an  eminent  degree  those  genial 
social  qualities  that  attracted  friends,  of  whom 
the}'  have  many,  and   their  charming  home  is  the 
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center  of  lliat  true  liospitfllity  that  knows  so  welt 
how  to  welcome  and  speed  the  parting  guest.  1 

When  lirst  locating  here,  Mr.  Wood  owned 
oiglity  acres  of  land,  but,  being  industrious  and 
l)Ossossed  of  marked  foresight  and  sound  judg- 
ment, before  long  had  accumulated  two  bun- 
dled and  sixty  acres,  placing  the  entire  amount 
under  improvement.  His  farm  was  found  to  con- 
tain a  line  coal  vein,  which  he  opened  up  and 
mined  very  successfully  for  about  twenty  year.*. 
He  has,  however,  given  up  this  line  of  work  and 
deTotes  himself  entirely  to  farming. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  United  I'lesb^-- 
terian  Church,  and  though  called  upon  many 
times  to  accept  office,  has  always  refused  to  do  so. 
He  is  a  particularly  healthy  and  robust  man,  and 
in  the  past  forty  years  has  never  had  occasion  to 
seek  the  advice  of  a  physician.  He  is  a  stanch 
Republican  in  politics.  Mr.  Wood  has  given  his 
children  a  good  education.  His  son  is  a  graduate  of 
Monmouth  (111.)  College,  and  he  also  took  a  course 
of  study  in  the  University  of  Michigan.  In  1878 
he  went  to  Colorado,  at  the  same  time  visiting  Cali- 
fornia, Washington,  Arizona  and  Canada.  When 
a  little  over  fourteen  years  of  age  the  son  entered 
the  Union  army,  serving  through  the  entire  war, 
and  was  with  General  .Sherman  on  his  march  to 
the  sea. 

..^^)#P •    . 

JAMES  M.  PILLERS,  one  of  the  native  sons 
of  Randolph  County,  has  since  1886  en- 
gaged in  dealing  in  live  stock  in  Steele- 
,^^_^  ville,  where  he  at  present  makes  his  home. 
He  is  a  man  of  good  business  ability,  energetic 
and  enterprising,  and  his  well  directed  efforts  have 
won  him  a  fair  degree  of  success.  The  record  of 
his  life  is  as  follows: 

Mr.  PiUers  was  born  March  2,  1854,  and  is  the 
eldest  child  of  P.  W.  and  Jane  M.  (Wilson)  PiUers, 
both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  Randolph  Coun- 
ty, being  representatives  of  pioneer  families  of  this 
community.  Both  the  PiUers  and  Wilson  families 
otiginated  in  Ireland.  The  father  of  our  subject 
w.as  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Randolph  County',  and 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred   on  the    7th  of   April,    1886.     llis 


widow  still  survives  him,  and  is  yet  living  on  the 
old  homestead.  They  were  both  worthy  and 
highly  resiH'cted  citizens  of  this  commiiiiily.  and 
bore  a  prominent  i)art  in  the  work  of  upbuilding 
and  development. 

The  subject  of  this  sketcli  attended  the  district 
schools  of  the  ncighborliooil  until  twelve  years  of 
age,  after  which  his  mother  taught  him  at  homo 
for  a  time.  Later  he  s|>eiit  the  winter  .«easons  in 
the  school  room  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  while 
through  the  summer  months  he  aided  in  the  labors 
of  the  farm.  At  that  time  he  entered  the  Si)arta 
High  School,  which  he  attended  for  eight  and  a- 
half  months,  when  he  was  quarantined  for  forty 
days  on  account  of  small-pox  near  his  home.  He 
then  returned  to  the  farm,  where  he  worked  for 
some  time,  operating  the  old  homestead  in  his  own 
interest.  He  successfully  carried  on  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1878,  in  which  year  he  removed  to 
Blair,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  dealing  in  live 
stock  for  eight  years,  when,  in  1886,  he  came  to 
Steeleville,  and  has  since  engaged  in  the  same  line 
of  business.  In  1893  he  purchased  a  hotel  here, 
and  is  now  the  genial  and  p()i)ular  landlord  of  the 
PiUers  House. 

On  the  14th  of  .Line,  187.5,  Mr.  PiUers  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  M.  Garven.  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Eliza  M.  (Gordon)  Gar- 
ven. Her  father's  famil}'  was  of  Scotch  lineage, 
and  her  mother's  of  Irish  origin.  Mrs.  PiUers  is  a 
native  of  Randolph  Count}-,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  By  their  union  were 
born  three  children,  George  W.,  James  M.  and 
Rose  Gertrude,  and  the  family  circle  yet  remains 
unbroken.     The  two  sons  are  attending  school. 

Mr.  PiUers  is  a  member  of  Alma  Lodge  No.  497, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Steeleville,  and  three  months  af- 
ter his  initiation  into  the  same  he  was  elected  to 
office,  and  has  since  continued  to  serve  in  some 
official  position.  He  has  held  ever}'  office  except 
that  of  Master,  which  he  resolutely  refused  to  ac- 
cept. In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  has 
served  as  Village  Trustee,  and  is  now  Police 
Magistrate  and  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 
He  is  ever  prompt  and  faithful  in  the  discharge  of 
his  public  duties,  thus  prr)vtng  a  capable  officer. 
He  lives  a  quiet  unassuming    life,  but  is  jidmired 
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and  respected  by  all  who  know  him  for  his  many 
excellencies  of  character  and  his  sterling  worth. 
He  is  indeed  a  worthy  representative  of  one  of  the 
honored  pioneer  families  of  his  native  county. 
The  grandfather,  John  Fillers, served  in  the  Black 
Hawk  "War  as  Major. 


■^♦•{••{•*r 


J****"^ 


"illOHN  BOURCHIER  carries  on  agricultural 
pursuits  on  section  34,  Carbondale  Town- 
ship, Jackson  County,  where  he  has  a  good 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres 
of  rich  land.  Of  this,  one  hundred  acres  are  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  jield  to  him  a 
golden  tribute  in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  he 
bestows  upon  them.  He  also  raises  a  good  grade  of 
stock.  Tiie  neat  and  thrifty  appearance  of  the 
place  indicates  the  owner  to  be  a  practical  and 
progressive  farmer. 

Mr.  Bourchier  was  born  in  County  Limerick, 
Ireland,  Julj'  27,  1846,  and  is  a  son  of  Thomas 
and  Maria  (Hines)  Bourchier,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  the  former  born  in 
1819,  and  the  latter  in  1820.  The  year  1849  wit- 
nessed their  emigration  to  America.  Tiiey  landed 
at  New  Orleans  and  spent  a  j'ear  and  a-lialf  in 
that  city,  after  which  the\'  came  to  Jackson  Coun- 
ty. In  his  native  land  Mr.  Bourchier  had  en- 
gaged in  the  grocerv  and  bakery  business,  and 
after  coming  to  America  was  employed  as  a  sales- 
man in  a  dry-goods  store  for  a  time.  He  knew 
nothing  about  farming,  but  secured  a  tract  of  land 
on  which  was  a  log  cal)in.  His  nearest  neighbor 
was  four  miles  distant,  and  it  was  eleven  miles  to 
the  nearest  postofflce.  Practical  experience  made 
him  a  good  agriculturist,  and  in  course  of  time 
he  developed  a  fine  farm,  on  which  he  made  his 
home  until  his  death.  He  served  as  School  Di- 
rector for  the  last  twent3-  years  of  his  life,  and 
was  a  prominent  citizen.  He  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  tlie  Catholic  Church.  His  death  oc- 
curred September  15,  1881,  and  she  passed  awaj^ 
on  the  30th  of  November  following. 

Our  subject  was  only  three  years  old  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  the  New  World.  He 
was  reared  amid  the  wild   scenes   of  frontier  life, 


and  aided  in  the  arduous   task   of    developing  a 

new  farm.  He  took  charge  of  the  old  homestead 
on  the  death  of  his  parents,  and  it  has  since  been 
his  property. 

In  1872  Mr.  Bourchier  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  George  and  Amanda 
(McCullom)  Simmons,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  Kentucky,  the  former  born  in  1823.  and  the 
latter  in  1826.  The}'  were  married  in  that  state, 
and  thence  emigrated  to  Illinois.  Tlie  father  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  War.  Mrs.  Bourchier 
was  born  in  Randolph  County,  111.,  on  the  2d  of 
June,  1851,  and  acquired  her  education  in  the 
schools  of  Chester  and  the  Southern  Illinois  State 
Normal  University.  She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and 
refinement,  and  presides  with  grace  over  her  hos- 
pitable home.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife 
have  been  born  six  children:  Thomas,  Laura  Iv, 
Anna  M.,  George,  Clarence  R.  and  Nellie. 

Mr.  Bourchier  takes  quite  an  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs,  and  by  his  ballot  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Democracy.  He  has  served 
as  School  Director,  and  the  cause  of  education  re- 
ceives his  hearty  support.  He  and  liis  wife  are 
devout  and  consistent  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  also  take  an  active  interest 
in  the  work  of  the  Sundaj'-school.  The  family  is 
one  of  prominence  in  this  community  and  well 
deserves  representation  in  this  volume. 


H***** 

"•i-**-?-* 


"if  OSEPH  AVILLIS  CALDWELL,  who  is  suc- 
cessfuU}'  engaged  in  farming  in  township  5, 
range  6,  Randolph  Countj',  has  the  honor 
of  being  a  native  of  this  state.  He  was 
born  in  Warren  Count}'  in  1839.  His  grandpar- 
ents, .Toseph  and  Mar}'  (Reed)  Caldwell,  were  na- 
tives of  Ireland  and  Scotland,  respectively, and  on 
emigrating  to  this  country,  located  in  Ohio,  where 
they  were  married.  The  former  was  a  son  of  Sam- 
uel Caldwell,  who  came  to  America  in  the  "May- 
flower."    The  family  is  noted  for  longevity. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Caldvxell,  was 
born  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio,  in  1807,  and  in 
1818  went  to  Pittsburgh,  and  thence  removed  to 
Indiana,  where  for  two  years  he  engaged  in  teach- 
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ing  school.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
went  to  Galena,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  teaching 
in  a  log  scliooliiouse,  and  also  worked  in  tlie  lend 
mines  until  the  brealiing  out  of  the  Black  Hawk 
War  in  1832,  when  he  entered  the  service.  He 
was  wounded  at  Ash  Grove,  and  was  taken  to  Big 
Mound,  111.,  where  he  remained  for  two  months. 
He  then  rejoined  iiis  company,  and  followed  the 
Indians  to  Oakwalks. 

The  troops  there  disbanded,  and  Mr.  Caldwell 
went  to  Warren  County,  where  he  married  Jane 
Orr,  a  native  of  Kilrain,  Ireland.  When  a  maiden 
of  seven  j'cars,  Mrs.  Caldwell  l)ecame  a  resident  of 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  thence  she  came  to  Illinois  in 
1834.  Hy  tlieir  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in 
September,  1835,  the}-  became  the  parents  of  a  large 
family,  of  whom  we  note  the  following:  .James  A., 
who  is  a  farmer  living  six  miles  north  of  Sparta, 
married  Lizzie  Ilolvvorth,  and  the}'  had  ten  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  are  yet  living;  Alex  M.  died 
in  1800;  Joseph  W.  is  the  next  younger;  Mary  E. 
is  the  widow  of  Charles  A.  Beattie,  and  lives  in 
Randolph  County  with  her  two  children;  Martha 
M.  is  the  wife  of  William  J.  Dicke}',  b}-  whom  she 
liixs  five  children;  Elizabeth  A.  is  the  widow  of 
Thomas  Crawford,  of  Coulterville,  and  had  six 
children,  three  of  whom  are  living;  William  F., 
who  was  married,  was  killed  by  the  caving  in  of  a 
silver  mine  in  New  Mexico;  Stephen  A.  died  at 
the  age  of  nine  years;  and  one  child  died  in  in- 
fanc}'. 

The  father  of  this  family  secured  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  by  a  land  warrant  in  AVarren  Count}', 
entered  a  quarter-section,  and  also  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres.  He  there  made  his  home 
until  1849,  when  he  removed  to  Putnam  Count}', 
and  after  residing  theie  for  ten  years,  came  to 
Randolph  County,  in  18oi).  In  the  spring  of  1864 
he  removed  to  the  farm  upon  whicli  our  subject 
now  resides,  making  it  his  home  until  his  death  in 
1884.  For  a  number  of  years  he  engaged  in  teach- 
ing school,  and  was  also  a  teacher  of  shorthand. 
His  extensive  reading  and  excellent  memory  made 
him  a  well  informed  man.  In  politics  he  w.as  first 
a  Whig,  and  afterward  a  Republican, and  for  some 
years  he  faithfully  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
He    was   a    member   of   the    Associate    Reformed 


Church,  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Seceder 
Church  of  Warren  County,  which  he  joined  in 
1828,  and  later  became  a  member  of  the  LTnited 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  1848  he  was  made  one 
of  its  Elders,  and  filled  the  i)Osition  until  his  death. 
He  was  truly  one  of  nature's  noblemen,  and  was 
noted  for  his  charity  and  benevolence.  His  wife, 
who  was  born  November  6,  1808,  is  living  with  her 
son,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years. 

Mr.  Caldwell  whose  name  heads  this  record  re- 
moved from  his  native  county  to  Putnam  County 
in  1859,  and  thence  came  to  Randolph  County, 
where  he  h.as  since  made  his  home.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  1861,  when,  prompted  by 
patriotic  impulses,  he  joined  Company  H,  of  the 
Twenty-second  Illinois  Regiment.  He  was  three 
times  wounded  at  the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  and 
was  taken  prisoner  at  Crawfish  .Springs,  but  was 
afterward  paroled  and  exchanged.  When  he  se- 
cured his  release  from  southern  imprisonment  he 
went  home  on  a  visit,  but  after  two  months  re- 
joined his  regiment  in  Tennessee,  and  continued 
in  the  service  until  honorably  discharged  in  Spring- 
field in  1864.  For  a  year  after  being  mustered 
out  he  remained  at  home,  and  then  purchased  a 
farm  of  one  hundred  acres,  upon  which  he  resided 
for  seven  years,  when  in  1873  he  removed  to  his 
present  farm. 

In  1865,  Mr.  Caldwell  married  Miss  Amanda  J. 
Ireland,  a  native  of  this  county,  and  a  daughter 
of  Martin  and  ^Mary  (Short)  Ireland,  natives  of 
Kentucky,  from  which  state  they  came  to  Illinois 
in  1836.  Her  father  died  in  1884,  but  her  mother 
is  now  living  in  Mill  Creek.  The  family  is  of 
Irish  descent,  and  w.as  founded  in  America  in 
Colonial  days.  Mr.  Ireland  w.as  numbered  among 
the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  H,  Twenty-second 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  enlisted  in  1861,  and  served 
until  1864.  He  was  wounded  at  the  battle  of 
Stone  River  and  at  Chickamauga.  He  had  four 
sons  in  the  service:  John  and  William  II.  H.  in 
Company  H,  Twenty-second  Illinois;  Thomas  in 
Company  C,  Thirtieth  Illinois;  and  Peter  in  Com- 
pany F,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  Illinois  In- 
fantry. Jolin  died  in  the  hospital  at  Murfrees- 
boro,  Tenn. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Caldwell  have  reared  two  orphan 
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tchildren.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  months  Nancy 
Tash  came  to  them,  and  remained  with  tliem  until 
her  marriage  to  Sylvester  Brown.  Charles  E.  Ire- 
land has  found  a  home  with  them  since  the  age  of 
six  years.  He  is  now  a  student  in  the  Gem  City 
Business  College  of  Quiney,  111.  Our  subject  and 
his  wife  are  faithful  and  consistent  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Sparta,  in  which  he 
has  served  as  Elder  for  eight  years.  They  are 
prominent  in  church  and  benevolent  work,  and 
are  ever  found  on  the  side  of  riglit.  Mr.  Caldwell 
is  a  member  of  the  Sparta  Building  and  Loan  As- 
sociation and  of  the  creamery  company.  As  the 
result  of  earnest  effort  and  close  application,  he 
has  met  with  good  success  in  business,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  eiglity  acres.  In  poli- 
tics, he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  charter  member 
of  Sparta  Post  No.  181,  G.  A.  R.,  in  which  he  has 
held  all  the  offices. 


'/  OHN  A.  C.  FLOYD,  who  carries  on  general 
farming  on  section  22,  Carbondale  Town- 
ship, Jackson  County,  was  born  March  27, 
1844,  in  the  neighborliood  of  his  i)resent 
home.  His  parents,  Nathaniel  W.  and  Nancy 
(Bush)  Floyd,  were  both  natives  of  Kentucky,  and 
inthatstate  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  About 
1841  they  came  to  Illinois,  settling  northwest  of 
Carbondale.  and  later  removed  to  Rockwood,  Ran- 
dolpli  County,  where  the  father  carried  on  a  wood- 
yard.  During  the  Civil  War  he  was  a  member  of 
the  Home  Guards.  He  met  his  death  by  accident 
about  twenty  years  ago.  His  wife  still  survives 
him,  at  the  age  of  eight}',  and  makes  her  home 
with  our  subject,  who  is  tlie  only  survivor  in  a 
family  of  eleven  children.  Mrs.  Floyd  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church,  and  iier  husband  was 
one  of  its  ministers  for  thirty  3'ears.  In  politics 
he  suiiportcd  tlie  Republican  party. 

Under  the  parental  roof  John  Floyd  was  reared, 
and  in  the  schools  of  Rockw<^od  he  was  educated. 
Responding  to  the  country's  call  for  troops  July  1, 
1861,  he  became  a  member  of  Company  A,  Seventh 
Illinois  Infantry.  lie  was  the  first  man  in  Jackson 
County  to  enlist  in  the  Union  army.    With  his  regi- 


ment lie  was  sent  to  Ironton,  and  to  Pilot  Knob 
after  Jefferson  Thompson.  He  tlien  aided  in  build- 
ing Ft.  Holt,  and  afterward  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Ft.  Henry  and  Ft.  Donelson,  and  was 
chased  by  the  enemy  to  Clarksville.  Subsequently, 
Mr.  Floj'd  was  under  fire  at  the  battles  of  Nash- 
ville, Shiloh  and  Corinth,  and  after  a  thirty  days' 
furlough  spent  at  home;  he  rejoined  his  regiment 
at  Corinth  and  then  moved  on  to  Pulaski.  After 
the  battle  of  Tuscumbia,  he  went  with  the  army  to 
Florence,  Ala.  His  brotiier,  Armistead,  was  taken 
prisoner,  and  died  in  Anderson  ville  Prison.  Only 
four  of  the  company  escaped  capture  after  a 
hard  run.  This  was  followed  by  a  battle  against 
General  Hood's  forces  at  Altoona  Pass,  where  our 
subject  was  wounded  in  the  neck  and  in  the  left 
shoulder.  He  was  then  sent  to  the  hospital  at 
Rome,  Ga.,  later  to  Chattanooga  Hospital,  thence 
to  Nashville,  and  on  to  Evansville,  Ind..  where  he 
'was  discharged  May  8,  1865,  after  three  3'ears  and 
ten  montlis  of  hard  service,  during  which  he 
spent  one  3'ear  in  the  mounted  infantry'.  He  was 
always  found  at  his  post,  faithful  to  his  country 
and  the  Union  cause.  He  now  receives  a  pension 
of  124  per  month. 

Mr.  Floyd  was  married  January  10,  1865,  to 
Eliza  Boren,  who  was  born  in  Jackson  County, 
September  22,  1841,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James 
and  Sarah  (Wingett)  Boren.  the  former  a  native 
of  Tennessee,  and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina. 
Her  parents  were  married  and  came  to  Illinois  in 
1829,  locating  on  section  26,  Carbondale  Township, 
being  among  the  first  settlers  of  the  community. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  eighty-four,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventy-two. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Floyd  were  born  four  children,  of 
whom  two  are  yet  living:  Alfred  T.,  who  married 
Elizabeth  Tim|)ner,  by  whom  he  has  one  child; 
and  Sarah  L.  They  are  also  rearing  three  or|)lian 
children. 

Upon  his  marriage,  Mr.  Floyd  located  in  The 
Glades,  and  after  two  years  located  upon  a  fruit 
farm,  where  he  also  spent  two  years.  He  then 
bought  the  ohl  homestead  of  seventy-nine  acres, 
on  which  he  has  since  made  his  home.  His  land 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved, and  the  owner  is  regarded  as  one   of   the 
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representative  agriculturists  of  the  community. 
Ik'  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  and  is  a 
warm  advocate  of  IJcpulilican  principles.  He  be- 
longs to  the  (iiand  Army  post,  and  lias  served  as 
Ollicer  of  tiie  Day  for  three  terms.  He  and  his 
wife  and  both  cliildren  are  members  f)f  tiie  Chris- 
tian Church,  and  are  people  of  generous  and  be- 
nevolent impulses,  highly  respected  by  all. 


M 


ISL 


jj^  AMUEL  W.  MARSHALL,  M.  I).,  is  one  of 
^^^  the  foremost  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
lfi^I2)  f^^s'*^"  '^^  Sparta,  as  well  as  one  of  its 
most^)rogressive  and  valued  citizens.  His 
grandfather.  James  Marshall,  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  in  1795  founded  the  family  in  America. 
He  settled  in  the  Fairfield  District  of  South  Caro- 
lina, and  there  successful!}'  engaged  in  teaching, 
and  also  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 

The  father  of  the  Doctor,  Robert  W.  Marshall, 
was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1799,  and  removed 
thence  to  R:indolph  County,  HI.,  in  183G.  He  lo- 
cated four  miles  north  of  S|)arta,  and  there  made 
his  home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  March  4, 
187L  He  was  educated  b^-  private  instructors,  and 
was  a  classical  scholar.  At  the  age  of  thirty  he 
entered  the  Charleston  Medical  College,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  in  1834.  He  then  began 
practice,  which  he  continued  throughout  his  life. 
He  was  a  man  of  recognized  ability  as  a  surgeon 
and  stood  at  the  head  of  the  profession  in  this  part 
of  the  state.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  In 
religion  he  was  a  member  of  the  Hoformed  Pres- 
byterian Church,  in  which  he  served  as  Elder.  He 
was  a  charitable,  noble  man.  and  had  no  enemies, 
for  all  who  came  in  contact  with  him  recognized 
his  goodness  and  were  his  friends. 

In  1834  Robert  \V.  Marshall  married  Susanna, 
daughter  of  James  Arnett,  and  a  native  of  South 
Carolina.  She  was  also  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  her  death  occurred  in 
1852.  The  family  numbered  eight  children:  Elea- 
nore,  who  died  in  South  Carolina;  William  T., 
who  died  about  1873;  EUeu  C,  wife  of  William 


McClinton,  of  Sparta;  Samuel   W.;    Sarah    Jane, 

who  died  at  Ihe  age  of  six  years;  Sarah,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  W.  .1.  l\)rch,  (jf  Handolpli  County, 
and  died  in  the  fall  of  1876.  leaving  two  children, 
Kliza  and  William;  Henrietta,  and  Charles  F.,  who 
was  educated  in  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College,  and 
was  practicing  in  Baldwin,  111.,  at  the  lime  of  his 
death.    He  married  Hattie  C.  Kennedy. 

The  birth  of  Dr.  Marshall  occuried  In  Randolph 
County  in  1840.  lie  remained  with  his  parents 
upon  the  farm  until  I8G4,  although  in  the  mean- 
time he  attended  Union  Academy.  In  18fi0  he 
commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  his  father, 
and  in  1862  Ijegan  a  course  of  lectures  in  the  .St. 
Louis  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  1864.  He  then  located  in  Sparta,  but  the 
following  fall  was  appointed  assistant  surgeon  of 
the  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Dr.  Kile. 
As  his  superior  was  at  brigade  headqiiarlei's.  Dr. 
Marshall  was  the  only  surgeon  with  the  regiment. 
After  six  months'  service  he  returned  to  Sparta, 
where  he  has  since  engaged  in  practice. 

In  1866  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  the  Doc- 
tor and  Miss  Marcella  Eiker,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  came  to  this  place  with  her  parents, 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Hoover)  Eiker.  Iler  par- 
ents wen!  both  born  in  the  Keystone  Stale,  and 
are  now  deceased.  While  the  Doctor  and  his  wife 
have  no  children  of  their  own,  they  have  reared 
three  ori)han  children.  Alice  was  educated  in 
Monmouth  College,  and  is  the  wife  of  C.  C.  French, 
pastor  of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Greenwich,  N  Y.;  Frank  E.  received  a  commercial 
education,  and  is  now  book-keeper  in  the  Carolhei 
Plow  Works;  Fiuley  C.  is  book-keeper  for  the 
Keys  Co.mmission  Company,  at  the  National  Stock 
Yards  at  East  St.  Louis. 

Dr.  Marshall  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Hoard  tor  fif- 
teen years,  and  for  about  live  years  was  its  Presi- 
dent. Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  lirand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  is  a  member  of  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association,  and  belongs  to  the  South- 
ern Illinois  Medical  Association,  of  which  he  has 
served  both  as  Vice-President  and  President.  He 
and  his  wife  hold  memberslii|)  with  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he   has  held  the  of- 
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fice  of  Elder  for  fifteen  years.  They  are  earnest 
workers  in  its  interest,  doing  much  for  its  ad- 
vancement and  upbuilding. 


.     OC3j 


"illOHN  LICKISS.  England  has  contributed 
to  the  United  Slates  many  estimable  citi- 
zens, but  she  has  contributed  none  more 
worth}'  of  success  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  for  years  has  been  prominently  iden- 
tified with  the  growth  and  development  of  Ran- 
dolpii  County.  For  some  time  he  engaged  in  farm- 
ing in  township  6,  range  5,  but  in  August,  1893, 
disposed  of  his  estate  and  purchased  propert}'  in 
Steeleville,  where  he  is  now  living. 

Our  subject  w.as  born  in  Yorkshire,  England, 
November  5,  1836,  and  is  the  third  in  the  family 
of  Captain  John  and  Mary  A.  (Scott)  Lickiss.  His 
father,  who  was  also  a  native  of  England,  followed 
a  sea-faring  life  for  forty  years,  but  in  April, 
1865,  he  brought  his  family  to  America  and  lo- 
cated upon  land  near  Steeleville,  111.  There  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
July  18,  1888.  His  widow  is  still  (1894)  living, 
and  although  eighty-three  j-ears  of  age,  is  vigorous 
and  strong;  she  makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 

Having  attended  school  until  fifteen  years  of 
age,  our  subject  then  entered  a  merchant's  office, 
where  he  completed  his  business  education.  He 
remained  in  that  office  as  clerk  until  his  father 
concluded  to  come  to  America,  when  he  joined 
the  family,  and  crossing  the  ocean  located  in, Ran- 
dolph County.  For  a  few  years  he  assisted  his 
father  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home  farm,  after 
which  he  came  to  Steeleville  and  entered  the  em- 
ploy.of  the  firm  of  Lickiss  <fe  Son,  his  uncle  and 
cousin,  for  whom  he  clerked  three  years.  He  then 
went  to  Chester  and  accepted  a  position,  as  book- 
keeper for  John  F.  Schuchert,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  three  years. 

Returning  to  Steeleville,  Mr.  Lickiss  embarked 
in  the  mercantile  business,  which  he  conducted  for 
three  years.  He  then  disposed  of  the  stock  and 
accepted  a  position  with  H.  C.  Cole  &  Co.,  in 
whose  employ  he  worked  for  twelve  years.  Owing 
to  failing  health  he  resigned  that  position,  and  lo- 


cating upon  his  farm  near  Steeleville,  superin- 
tended the  management  of  the  estate  until  August, 
1893.  As  above  stated,  he  now  makes  his  home 
in  Steeleville.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat  and 
never  fails  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  nominees  of 
that  party.  Socially  he  affiliates  with  Chester 
Lodge  No.  57,  I.  O.  O.  P.,  and  has  been  the  in- 
cumbent of  the  various  chairs  in  the  lodge,  which 
he  has  also  represented  in  the  Grand  Lodge. 

In  1858  Mr.  Lickiss  married  Miss  Sarah  F., 
daughter  of  Staple  and  Sarah  (Doty)  Malone,  na- 
tives of  South  Carolina,  who  came  to  Illinois  in  an 
early  day.  Mrs.  Lickiss  was  born  in  Randolph 
County,  111.,  and  by  her  marriage  has  become  the 
mother  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased. Those  living  are:  Rebecca,  who  married 
Hubert  Townsend,  a  prominent  iifsurance  agent 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Mary  F.,  who  married  Alexander 
Allison,  a  farmer  and  stock-dealer  residing  in 
Chester;  and  Alice  C,  who  resides  with  her  par- 
ents. Mr.  Lickiss  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  a  Deacon  in  the  congre- 
gation at  Steeleville. 


^  SAAC  C.  BE  ARE.  There  is  something  about 
I  the  life  of  a  prosperous  and  popular  young 
/li  man  verj'  pleasant  to  contemplate — something 
that  gives  encouragement  to  those  seeking  to  m.ake 
for  themselves  desirable  positions  in  life.  Such 
an  example  is  given  in  the  person  of  Isaac  C. 
Beare,  who  is  generally  conceded  to  deserve  un- 
limited praise  for  the  success  he  has  attained,  be- 
ing at  the  present  time  County  Clerk  of  Randolph 
County. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Randolph  County  and 
was  born  Februar}-  20,  1860.  He  is  the  son  of 
Christian  and  Martha  L.  Beare,  natives  of  Switz- 
erland. They  made  the  trip  to  the  United  States 
in  1830,  locating  in  Stark  County,  Ohio,  and 
about  1840  came  to  this  county,  where  the}-  fol- 
low farming. 

Isaac,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  sixth  child  in  order 
of  birth  of  his  parents'  family  of  seven  children. 
He  attended  school  some  in  the  country,  but 
gained  his  education  mainly  in  the  Central  Wes- 
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leyan  College  at  Warren  ton,  Mo.  When  starting 
out  in  life  for  iiimself  he  clerked  for  eight  months 
in  iiis  itrother's  store  in  Ellis  Grove,  this  county, 
remaining  with  liim  until   1890. 

Mr.  15eare  has  always  been  a  member  of  the 
Deniocraiio  party,  and  is  active  in  public  life.  In 
1890  lie  was  elected  to  the  important  ollice  of 
County  Clerk,  assuming  llie  duties  of  the  ollice 
Deceml)er  4  of  that  year,  lie  is  a  man  of  excel- 
lent iiabits,  possesses  a  keen  ancl  intelligent  mind, 
and  in  the  incuml>ency  of  his  ollice  gives  entire 
satisfaction.  He  possesses  many  social  qualities 
and  has  a  host  of  warm  friends  who  delight  in  his 
success. 

^OMX  JMcQUILLAiS',  an  enterprising  farmer 
residing  on  section  17,  township  3,  range  8 
west,  Monroe  County,  was  born  in  Dayton, 
Oliio,  April  2,  1820,  and  is  a  son  of  Ed- 
ward McC^uillan,  a  native  of  the  Nortii  of  Ireland, 
who  in  early  life  emigrated  to  this  country,  and 
died  in  Brown  County,  Ohio.  AVhen  John  was 
quite  a  small  lad  his  parents  removed  to  Cincin- 
nati, and  a  few  years  later  to  Brown  County.  He 
was  a  youth  of  ten  when  his  father  died,  and  his 
mother  died  of  the  cholera  in  1832.  He  was  thus 
left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and 
then  went  to  live  with  his  eldest  brother  and  sis- 
ter, with  whom  he  continued  until  sixteen  years 
of  age.  At  that  time  he  went  to  Cincinnati,  and 
began  serving  an  apprcnticesliip  to  the  butcher's 
trade  under  Henry  Cottom.  Two  years  were  spent 
in  that  cit}',  after  which  his  emploj'cr  purchased  a 
farm  in  Monroe  County,  111.,  three  miles  west  of 
Red  Bud,  and  our  subject  accompanied  him  to 
the  west  in  1839,  continuing  in  his  service  for 
two  years  and  a-half. 

In  1841,  Mr.  Mct^uillan  went  to  St.  Louis,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade,  and  followed  other  pur- 
suits whereby  he  might  earn  an  honest  living.  He 
continued  in  that  city  until  1849,  since  which  time 
he  has  lived  in  Monroe  Count3'.  In  1847,  be  pur- 
chased his  present  farm  of  .lames  Eckels,  paying 
$1,000  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  A  log 
house  was  the  only  improvement  upon  the  place, 
whicli  was  largely  covered  with  brush,  but  he  at 
once  began  to  clear  and  develoi)  the  land,  and  has 


made  additional  purchases  from  time  to  time  un- 
til he  now  owns  twelve  hundred  acres  in  one  body. 
He  also  has  two  hiindied  acres  in  St.  Clair  County. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1842,  Mr.  Mctjuillan 
married  Miss  Mary  Thompson, daughter  of  Robert 
Thomjjson,  who  was  born  in  England,  and  there 
spenthis  entire  life.  His  daughter  came  to  .\iiierica 
in  1840  with  her  iiKilher,  two  brothers  and  a  sister, 
and  located  in  St.  Louis.  Her  death  occurred  .luly 
28,  1885,  and  was  widely  mf>urned.  Seven  chil- 
dren were  born  of  thai  union,  of  whom  live  are 
still  living:  Edward,  who  is  farming  in  St.  Clair 
County;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Louis  (Jregson,  of  Mon- 
roe County;  .lohn,  who  is  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing in  Red  Bud;  Mary,  wife  of  Theodore  Klink- 
hardt,  a  resident  farmer  of  this  community;  and 
Martha,  wife  of  Joseph  Roscoe.  They  live  with 
our  subject.  Sarah  became  the  wife  of  \'alentine 
Rapp,  and  died  December  23,  1876.  There  are 
also  twenty-three  grandchildren. 

Mr.  Mct^uillan  is  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of 
this  township.  His  land  is  now  operated  by  his 
children,  and  he  gives  his  time  to  mechanical  con- 
trivances. He  has  patented  three  inventions — a 
cart  replacer,  a  car  coupler  and  a  portable  ladder. 
All  of  these  are  useful  and  will  probably  have  a 
good  sale.  His  home  is  adorned  with  pictures, 
the  beautiful  frames  of  which  he  has  made  in  his 
leisure  moments.  Much  of  the  furniture  is  also 
his  handiwork,  for  he  possesses  great  mechanical 
skill.  Mr.  McCiuillan  started  out  in  life  empty- 
handed,  but  by  determined  efforts  overcame  the 
obstacles  in  his  path,  and  has  steadily-  worked  his 
way  upward  to  a  position  of  wealth  and  atlluence. 
He  is  now  one  of  the  largest  land-owners  in  the 
county.  He  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote  for 
William  Henry  Harrison,  and  since  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Republican  part}'  has  been  one  of  its 
stanch  supporters.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Catholic. 


C«^^HOMAS  M(.INTYRE,one  of  the  pioneers  of 
m^^  Randolph  County,  now  makes  his  liome  on 
\^y  section  1,  township  4,  range  G,  and  has  the 
confidence  and  esteem  of  the  people  throughout 
this  part  of  the  countr}-.  He  is  a  son  of  John  Mc- 
Intyre,  who  was  born  in  1787  in  the  Higlilands  of 
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Scotland,  Whefe  also  his  grandfather,  Daniel  Mc- 
Intyre,  was  born. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  mollier  of  our  subject 
was  Margaret  Oatly.  She  was  born  in  Paisley, 
Scotland,  in  April,  1797,  and  was  the  daughter  of 
Thomas  Oatly.  Her  parents  were  born  and  mar- 
ried in  Scotland.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  Mclntyre 
resided  in  Renfrewshire,  Scotland,  where  the 
former  carried  on  his  occupation  of  a  weaver  until 
1839,  when  he  crossed  tlie  Atlantic,  and  after 
landing  in  America  came  west  as  far  as  Illinois, 
where  he  made  his  home.  He  had  visited  this 
country  in  1804,  when  a  lad  of  seventeen  years, 
in  the  interest  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Fur  Company, 
and  had  traded  among  the  Indians.  He  remained 
for  eleven  years,  and  during  that  time  learned  the 
Indian  language,  which  he  could  speak  very  well. 

After  locating  in  Randolph  County,  the  father 
of  our  subject  purchased  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  land  on  section  12,  township  4,  which  was 
then  in  its  primitive  wilderness.  The  following 
year,  after  erecting  a  cabin,  he  was  joined  by  his 
family,  who  aided  in  hewing  out  a  home  from  the 
wilderness.  They  suffered  all  the  privations  in- 
cidental to  pioneer  life.  From  their  home  to  the 
Okaw  River  there  was  not  a  cultivated  farm. 
Their  neighbors  w*re  few,  but  Indians,  deer  and 
wildcats  were  veiy  plentiful.  The  first  year  after 
coming  here  there  was  an  immense  prairie  fire. 
Undaunted  by  obstacles,  the  father  worked  with 
diligence  and  soon  accumulated  considerable  prop- 
erty. 

The  parental  family  included  four  children,  of 
whom  those  living  are,  Daniel,  who  lives  in  Ar- 
kansas; John,  who  resides  in  Oklahoma;  and  our 
subject.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  father  died  in  1865,  and 
his  good  wife  followed  him  to  the  better  land  ten 
years  later.  John  Mclntyre  was  a  Republican  in 
politics.  He  was  very  prominent  among  the  pio- 
neers of  this  county,  with  whose  interests  his  name 
has  been  inseparably  connected,  and  his  worth  was 
appreciated  throughout  the  entire  community. 

Thomas  Mclntyre  was  born  September  10,  1835, 
in  Renfrewshire,  Scotland,  and  was  live  years  of 
age  when  his  parents  emigrated  to  America.  Their 
landing  was  made  in  New  York  harbor,  whence  they 


went  to  Philadelphia.  From  there  they  went  to 
Pittsburgh,  and  later  came  by  boat  to  Chester,  this 
county,  the  trip  being  made  down  the  Ohio  and  up 
the  Mississippi  River.  While  at  Louisville,  our 
subject  and  his  brother  John,  who  were  both  young 
in  years,  took  a  skitf  and  began  to  row  down  the 
river.  Being  in  ignorance  of  the  falls,  which  were 
just  ahead  of  them,  tlipj'  would  have  plunge<l 
over  had  they  not  been  rescued  by  people  from 
the  shore.  Young  Mclntyre  after  coming  to  this 
county'  attended  school  on  Flat  Prairie,  which  was 
conducted  in  a  rude  log  house. 

January  31,  1876,  Thomas  Mclntyre  and  Miss 
Sarah  Ann  Curry  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
lady  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  where  her  birth  oc- 
curred January  13,  1839,  and  after  her  parents  lo- 
cated in  Knox  Countj',  Ohio,  she  was  there  reared 
to  mature  years  and  given  a  good  education.  By 
her  union  with  our  subject  has  been  born  one  child, 
Mary  Ellen.  Mrs.  Mclntyre  is  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
although  our  subject  is  not  a  member,  he  is  a  reg- 
ular attendant  and  a  liberal  contributor  to  the 
same.  Although  in  early  life  a  Republican,  he 
now  reserves  the  riglit  to  vote  for  the  man  whom 
he  considers  will  best  fill  the  office.  He  has  been 
School  Director  of  hi-s  dislnct  for  six  years  and  is 
a  man  of  much  influence  in  his  cominunity. 


OHN  II.  BARTON,  editor  of  the  Herald  of 
Carbondale,  and  one  of  the  prominent  citi- 
zens of  the  community,  was  born  in  West 
Carlisle,  Ohio,  January  2,  1837.  His  par- 
ents, Henry  and  Charlotte  (Harris)  Barton,  were 
also  natives  of  the  Buckeye  State,  the  former  born 
in  1809,  and  the  latter  in  1813.  The  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  Lazarus  Harris,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Ohio.  Her  entire  life  was  spent  in  that 
state,  and  her  death  there  occurred  in  1857.  Mr. 
Barton  early  in  the  late  war  enlisted  in  the  Light 
Artillery  of  West  Virginia,  and  was  wounded  at 
the  battle  of  Cross  Keys,  \a..  After  his  recovery 
he  did  hospital  service  in  Washington,  D.  C,  until 
discharged  on  account  of  disability  resulting  from 
his  wound.     He  then  continued    his  residence  in 
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tlie  Capitol  City  until  called  to  the  home  beyond, 
in  1890.  In  the  Barton  family  were  ten  children, 
of  whom  four  are  yet  living,  namel}':  John  II.; 
David  L.,  of  Mercer,  Pa.;  Vina,  of  Colorado 
Springs,  Colo.;  and  Mrs.  Flora  Nelson,  of  Urichs- 
ville,  Ohio. 

Our  subject  iicqnireil  his  education  in  West  Bed- 
ford, Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  began 
learning  the  printer's  trade  under  .loseph  Mcdill,  on 
the  Coshocton  Republican,  in  1851.  lie  worked  at 
the  case  for  some  time  and  became  thoroughly  famil- 
iar with  the  business.  He  was  thus  emi)Ioyed  until 
October,  I860,  when  lie  removed  to  Cairo,  111- 
During  tiie  war  he  entered  the  service  of  his 
country-,  and  for  two  years  faithfully  defended  the 
Old  Flag  and  the  cause  it  represented.  He  held 
the  rank  of  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  I,  Eigh- 
teenth lllinuis  Infantry. 

It  was  in  .September,  1 866,  that  Mr.  Barton  ar- 
rived in  Carbondale,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  lie  purchased  the  paper  called  the  Neiv 
Era  and  continued  its  publication  until  1872, 
wlicn  he  retired  for  a  season.  In  1868  he  pur- 
chased the  Free  Press,  which  he  sold  in  1892.  He 
IS  now  at  the  head  of  llie  Herald,  which  is  a  bright, 
newsy  sheet,  ably  conducted  and  edited.  It  is  de- 
voted to  the  local  interests  of  the  coniniunity  and 
to  the  general  advancement  of  civilization  and 
education. 

The  entire  Barton  family  li.is  supported  the  Re- 
pul)lican  jiarty,  and  its  members  have  ever  been 
faithful  to  their  country.  In  the  late  war,  the 
father  of  our  subject  and  five  of  his  sons  were  in 
the  service  at  one  time.  The  eldest  son,  Lafayette, 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloli;  Alonzo  D.  died 
from  the  effects  of  a  wound  received  at  Mills 
Springs,  Ky.;  Lewis  W.  died  from  disease  at  Tus- 
cumbia,  Ala.,  and  John  II.  and  David  L.  are  yet 
living. 

September  10,  186.'5,  Mr.  Barton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Joanna  Meagher,  who  was 
born  in  Ypsilanli,  Mich.,  in  June,  1838.  She  was 
educated  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  is  a  lady  of  cul- 
ture and  refinement.  Six  children  grace  their 
union:  David  L.,  John  L.,  E.  K.,  Flora  L.,  Josie 
May  and  Dick  S.  Mr.  Barton  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  his  wife  belongs 


to  the  Catholic  Church.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
and  has  served  as  Master  of  the  blue  lodge  and  as 
High  Priest  of  tiie  chapter.  He  has  also  served  as 
Commander  of  John  W.  Lawrence  Post  No.  297, 
G.  A.  R.  He  has  frequently  been  sent  as  a  dele- 
gate to  the  state  conventions  of  his  party,  but  has 
never  been  an  office-seeker,  preferring  to  devote 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business  inter- 
ests. 

^■r—7//RITZ    STUM PF  is  a  native-born  citizen  of 
r^  Monroe  County  and  is   now  an  important 
/1\  member  of   its  farming  community,  own- 

ing and  ably  managing  a  finely  improved  farm 
within  the  corporate  limits  of  township  1,  ranges 
9  and  10  west.  Mr.  Stumpf  was  the  3'oungestson 
born  to  his  parents.  His  birth  occurred  on  his 
fatlier's  homestead  January  27,  1856,  and  he  was 
reared  and  educated  here.  He  was  bred  to  the  life 
of  a  farmer,  and  having  a  natural  taste  for  this 
calling,  he  .adopted  it  for  his  life  work  when  he 
arrived  at  years  of  discretion.  He  owns  the  old 
home  estate,  which  comprises  one  hundred  an<l 
seventeen  acres,  all  under  excellent  tillage  and 
amply  provided  with  neat  and  well  ordered  build- 
ings. For  a  period  of  thirteen  j-ears  prior  to  pur- 
chasing his  present  estate,  he  fanned  rented  land. 
His  career  as  a  farmer  has  shown  him  to  be  sharp, 
practical  and  a  good  manager.  He  conducts  his 
work  in  a  business-like  manner,  so  as  to  secure 
good  returns, and  the  income  that  he  derives  from 
the  cultivation  of  his  land  is  veiy  satisfactory. 
He  is  actively  interested  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
welfare  of  his  native  township,  and  no  one  is  more 
zealous  in  promoting  its  interests  than  he.  In 
politics  Mr.  Stumpf  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  his 
influence  is  used  to  advance  the  cause  of  his  party. 
Our  subject  is  a  son  of  John  Stumpf,  who  was 
boin  near  Darmstadt,  (Germany,  in  1819.  In  liis 
native  country  he  early  learned  the  trade  of  a 
baker  and  followed  it  until  coming  to  the  United 
States  in  1834.  He  at  once  bought  forty  acres  of 
land  in  this  county  and  township,  which  was  a 
wild  and  heavily  timbered  piece  of  land,  and  which 
is  still  a  part  of  the  present  estate  of  our  subject. 
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The  father  worked  hard  and  long  to  bring  about 
its  cultivation.  John  Stumpf  was  united  In  mar- 
riage with  Elizabetli  Rodemech,  on  the  10th 
of  April,  1838,  who  bore  her  husband  nine  chil- 
dren. Three  of  the  faniil}-  died  in  infancy,  and 
those  who  grew  to  mature  ^-ears  are:  Philii)  and 
Michael,  farmers  in  this  county;  Catherine,  who 
married  Henry  Beck  and  resides  in  Columbia; 
Henrietta,  who  married  William  Diesel  and  is  now 
deceased;  Elizabeth,  tlie  wife  of  Paul  Miller,  and 
our  subject.  The  parents  of  this  family  were  hon- 
ored members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church 
at  New  Hanover;  and  tlie  fatlier  passed  from  this 
life  in  1882.  His  good  wife  is  3'et  living  and 
makes  her  iionie  with  our  subject. 

Our  subject  was  married  when  twentj-  years  of 
age  to  Elizabeth  Klohr,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Margaret  Klohr.  Mrs.  Stumpf  is  a  native  of  Mon- 
roe County,  and  by  her  union  witli  our  subject 
has  become  the  mother  of  two  eliildren,  Jacob  and 
Catherine.  She  was  called  from  this  life  on  the 
15th  of  December,  1880,  and  Mr.  Stumpf  took  as 
his  second  wife  Miss  Theresa,  a  daughter  of  Chris- 
tian and  Theresa  (Roemann)  Scheler.  By  this 
second  marriage  five  children  were  born,  Fred, 
Minnie,  Louis,  William  and  Edward.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Stumpf  are  valued  members  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Lutheran  Church  at  New  Hanover  and  are  held 
in  iiigh  esteem  in  the  community  in  which  they 
live. 
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"^l  OHN  BAER,  a  highly  respected  farmer  re- 
siding on  section  20,  township  3,  range  8 
west,  Monroe  County,  was  born  in  the 
province  of  Hessen,  Germany,  March  2, 
1818,  and  in  the  land  of  his  birth  spent  the  days 
of  his  boyliood  and  youth.  He  was  educated  in 
its  public  schools  and  there  learned  the  tailor's 
trade.  In  1838,  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  landing  in  Baltimore. 
Md.,  whence  lie  went  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  making 
the  journey  in  a  flatboat  from  Wheeling.  In 
Louisville  he  worked  at  his  trade  for  about  two 
3'ears  and  then  removed  to  St.  Louis.  On  leav- 
ing that  city  he  took  up  his  residence  in   Belle- 


ville,  111.,   and    later   came    to   ilonroe   County, 
where  for  a  time  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand. 

In  1840  Mr.  Baer's  parents  came  to  America 
and  entered  a  farm  near  Lebanon,  St.  Clair  County'. 
Our  subject  aided  in  its  operation  for  two  years 
and  then  came  with  his  father.  William  Baer,  to 
Monroe  Count3',  where  the  latter  entered  Govern- 
ment land  on  Prairie  du  Round.  This  was  a  wood- 
land tract,  but  the  labors  of  the  fatlier  and  sons 
cleared  it,  making  of  it  a  good  farm,  upon  which 
Mr.  Baer,  Sr.,  spent  his  remaining  days.  In  the 
family  were  five  children,  bat  only  two  are  now 
living,  .lohn  and  Catherine. 

In  May,  1847,  John  Baer  enlisted  in  the  Mex- 
ican War,  in  Company  B  of  the  St.  Louis  Le- 
gion, under  Captain  Waehner  and  Colonel  Eas- 
ton.  He  continued  in  the  service  for  eighteen 
months,  and  w.as  mustered  out  in  Independence, 
Mo.,  in  October,  1848.  When  the  war  was  over, 
Mr.  Baer  returned  to  this  county  and  was  given  a 
land  grant  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  .acres  in  rec- 
ognition of  his  services.  He  began  farming  for 
himself  in  1850,  and  in  1851  chose  as  a  compan- 
ion and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Barbara 
Welsch,  whose  parents  were  natives  of  Germany. 
His  farm  was  a  wild  and  unimproved  tract,  not  a 
furrow  having  been  turned  nor  an  improvement 
made  thereon,  but  he  at  once  began  clearing  it,  and 
in  course  of  time  the  timber  land  was  transformed 
into  rich  and  fertile  fields.  For  a  number  of  years 
he  carried  on  general  farming  and  stock-raising, 
but  his  place  is  now  rented. 

Unto  jMr.  and  Mrs.  Baer  were  born  thirteen 
children,  twelve  of  whom  are  yet  living:  William, 
a  farmer  of  Washington;  Heniy,  an  agriculturist 
of  Belleville,  III.;  John,  who  is  living  in  San  Fran- 
cisco; Louisa,  wife  of  John  Wicklein;  John  J.acob; 
Sophia,  wife  of  John  Valentine,  of  Monroe  Coun- 
ty; George  August  and  Ernest  William,  both  of 
whom  are  farmers  of  Washington;  Catherine 
Mary,  wife  of  Carl  Hartman,  a  merchant  of  Burks- 
ville;  Magdelena,  wife  of  Herbert  Burt,  of  Wash- 
ington; August,  Carl  and  Carrie,  who  are  still  at 
home. 

In  politics  Mr.  Baer  is  a  supporter  of  Republican 
principles.  For  one  year  he  served  .as  Town- 
ship  Supervisor,  and    for    many  j-ears    has   been 
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School  Director.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in 
him  a  warm  friend  and  lie  lakes  an  active  interest 
in  every  tiling  [H-rtaininij  to  the  welfare  of  tlic  com- 
munity and  its  upbuilding.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Evangelical  Church,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
settlers  of  the  township.  He  can  relate  many  in- 
teresting incidents  of  the  days  when  this  was  a 
pioneer  settlement,  and  he  lived  in  true  frontier 
style.  His  life  lias  been  well  and  worthily  passed, 
and  by  his  own  industrious  efforts  he  has  acciuired 
the  competence  which  now  enables  him  to  live 
retired. 

\f7  EWIS  LEMEN,  a  representative  farmer  of 
I  (^  township  3,  range  9,  living  on  section  7, 
j'^v\  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  July  29,  1853, 
and  is  a  son  of  Josiah  D.  and  Susan  (I'lales)  Lemen, 
botli  of  wliom  were  natives  of  Illinois.  The  father 
was  born  and  reared  in  this  country,  and  attended 
the  common  schools,  where  he  completed  his  edu- 
cation. A  well  spent  life  and  close  attention  to 
the  details  of  his  business  made  his  career  a  pros- 
perous one.  He  was  a  good  neighbor  and  a  kind 
hearted  man,  and  the  community  recognized  in 
him  a  valued  citizen.  His  wife  was  left  an  orph.an 
when  quite  young.  She  proved  to  her  husband  a 
faithful  companion  and  helpmate,  but  she  died  in 
December,  1863,  at  the  early  age  of  twenty-nine 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  six  children: 
Lewis,  William,  Albert,  Jennie,  and  two  who  died 
in  infancy.  Mr.  Lemen  married  for  his  second  wife 
Bridget  Riley,  who  is  also  now  deceased.  Of  the 
six  children  of  that  union  three  died  in  infancy. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject.  Elder 
James  Lemen,  was  the  third  son  of  the  Rev.  James 
and  Catherine  Lemen,  who  emigrated  from  Vir- 
ginia to  Illinois  in  1786.  They  were  tlie  parents 
of  six  sons  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  were 
leading  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  four  of 
the  sons  being  ordained  ministers.  Elder  James 
Lemen  was  born  in  Illinois,  October  8,  1787,  and 
was  the  second  white  child  born  of  American  par- 
entage in  this  territory.  When  about  twenty  j'ears 
of  age,  he  joined  the  church  and  commenced 
preaching.  He  was  ordained  in  New  Design,  111., 
in  the  only  Baptist  Church  in  the  state,  in  1809, 


the  organization  having  been  effected  in  1796.  He 
and  Elder  John  Baugh  were  the  only  members  of 
what  was  then  known  as  Can  tine  Creek  Churcli, 
now  Bethel  Church,  with  wliich  Elder  Lemen  con- 
tinued his  membership  for  over  sixty  years,  or  un- 
til the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  an  active  and 
efficient  minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  traveled  far 
and  wide  organizing  and  building  churches  and 
laboring  with  marked  success.  He  did  his  work  in 
Illinois,  Missouri  and  other  western  states.  His 
father  was  the  first  person  baptized  by  immer- 
sion in  Illinois,  and  at  the  father's  ordination 
Elder  Lemen  assisted.  He  also  preached  his  fa- 
ther's funeral  sermon,  and  his  brother  Joseph 
preached  the  funeral  sermon  of  their  mother.  By 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Lemen  and  Polly  Pullian, 
which  was  celebrated  on  the  8th  of  December, 
1813,  were  born  eleven  children.  On  Tuesday 
evening,  February  8,  1867,  the  life  of  this  good 
man  ended.  He  walked  fearlessly  in  the  path  of 
duty,  and  nothing  could  turn  him  from  the  course 
which  he  believed  to  be  right.  He  was  conscien- 
tious and  true  in  all  things,  and  lived  as  a  faitliful 
follower  of  the  divine  tcacliing.  He  was  untiring 
in  his  labors  in  the  ministry,  and  both  by  precept 
and  example  he  led  many  to  enter  the  straight  and 
narrow  waj'.  On  his  death,  the  following  resolu- 
tions were  passed: 

WnEUEAs,  God  in  His  wisdom  and  goodness  has 
seen  fit  to  remove  from  us  our  beloved  brother, 
the  Rev.  James  Lemen,     Tlierefore 

Resolved,  That  in  his  death,  the  ministers  and 
churches  of  this  association  have  lost  an  eternal 
friend  and  wise  counselor;  that  by  his  firm  ad- 
herence to,  and  advocacy  of,  Bible  doctrine,  com- 
pleted witli  his  consistent  Christian  life,  he  not 
only  endeared  himself  to  us  while  he  lived,  but 
left  a  name  and  memory  that  unite  us  to  him  and 
the  God  whom  he  loved,  a  memory  that  gives 
warning  in  danger,  cheerfulness  in  adversity  and 
humility  in  prosperity. 

That  ill  this  heavy  blow  we  recognize  Him  who 
handles  the  rod,  and  that  we  praise  Him  for  the 
grace  whicli  enabled  tlie  departed  and  ourselves  to 
know  it  was  for  our  mutunl  and  elernal  good. 

That  we  sympathize  with  the  afflicted  relatives, 
hoping  that  they  may  so  imitate  the  virtues  of  the 
departed  that  he  may  not  prove  to  I)e  lost  to  them, 
but  only  gone  before. 

Lewis    Lemen    was   reared    in  Illinois,  and  re- 
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mained  with  his  parents  uutil  their  deaths.  He 
was  married  Jilay  10,  1881,  to  Mary  V.  Tolin,  and 
tliey  have  become  the  parents  of  four  children, 
Clyde  v.,  Edith  I.,  Carrie  M.and  William  T.  The 
wife  and  mother  was  born  on  the  fiirm  wliich  is  now 
her  home.  In  early  life  she  attended  the  common 
schools,  and  at  tlie  age  of  sixteen  entered  Almira 
College,  at  Greenville,  III.,  where  she  studied  three 
terms.  She  is  u  woman  of  intelligence,  well  posted 
on  matters  pertaining  to  history,  and  is  a  fine  con- 
versationalist. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Leraen  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  the  farm  where  the^'  yet  reside,  and  in  con- 
nection with  agricultural  pursuits  he  has  also  en- 
gaged in  teaching.  He  entered  upon  this  work  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years,  and  followed  it  for  fif- 
teen consecutive  years,  after  which  lie  rested  from 
that  labor  for  a  few  years.  He  is  now  teaching 
near  Columbia,  and  is  recognized  as  a  competent 
and  able  instructor.  The  cause  of  education  has 
ever  found  in  him  a  warm  friend,  and  he  believes 
it  to  be  one  of  the  safeguards  of  the  nation.  He 
has  served  as  School  Director  for  several  years. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Lenien  is  a  Populist 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  local  politics.  Socially, 
he  is  connected  with  the  Ancient  Order  of  United 
Workmen.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  highly  re- 
spected citizens,  who  hold  an  enviable  position  in 
social  circles.  They  are  worthy  representatives  of 
one  of  the  oldest  families  of  the  state,  and  well  de- 
serve mention  in  this  volume. 


"\fl  OIIN  M(  CLINTON  is  one  of  the  native  sons 
of  Randolph  County,  and  a  leading  and  in- 
fluential farmer  of  township  5,  range  5.  He 
was  born  here  September  22,  1822,  his  par- 
ents being  Samuel  and  Nancy  (Miller)  McClin- 
ton.  His  grandfather,  John  McClinton,  was  a 
native  of  Ireland,  and  wlien  a  small  lioy  was 
brought  by  his  parents  to  this  country,  the  famil}' 
locating  in  South  Carolina.  He  came  to  Randolph 
County  in  1802,  and  his  death  occurred  the  fol- 
lowing year.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  farmer, 
and  on  removing  westward,  bought  Government 


land  near  Kaskaskia,  becoming  one  of  the  first  sel- 
lers of  that  locality. 

Samuel  McClinton  was  born  in  the  Abbeyville 
District  of  South  Carolina  in  the  year  1800,  and 
was  brought  by  his  parents  to  Illinois,  where  he 
spent  the  remainder  of  his  daj's.  Throughout  life 
he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  lie  died 
in  1856,  on  the  old  homestead,  three  miles  north  of 
Sparta.  His  wife,  who  was  also  born  in  the  Ab- 
beyville District,  passed  awa}  in  Randolph  Coun- 
ty in  1841.  Both  were  faithful  members  of  the 
United  Presbyterian  Church,  and  were  highly  re- 
spected. Their  family  numbered  six  sons  and  five 
daughters,  and  with  one  exception  the  children 
are  all  yet  living,  namely:  John,  Jurenda,  Will- 
iam, James,  Berele,  David.  .Joseph,  Serena.  Mary, 
BetS}'  J.  and  Nanc}'  J. 

In  the  county  of  his  birth,  John  McClinton 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth.  The 
subscription  schools  afforded  him  his  educational 
privileges,  and  he  remained  vritii  his  parents  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  thus  became 
familiar  with  all  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  to 
agricultural  pursuits  has  since  devoted  his  ener- 
gies. As  a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  jour- 
ney he  chose  Miss  Mary  Kennedy,  who  was  born 
near  Fayetteville,  Tenn.  They  were  married  in 
1844,  and  became  the  parents  of  six  sons  and  two 
daughters:  William  T.,  now  residing  in  Kansas; 
.lames  R.;  Mary,  deceased;  Samuel,  also  of  Kansas; 
Joseph  C,  who  is  living  in  Indian  Territory;  John 
F.;  Clinton  A.,  of  Idaho;  and  Millie  V.,  the  wife 
of  James  W.  Hood. 

Soon  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  McClinton  pur- 
chased forty  acres  of  land  and  began  farming  for 
himself.  He  cultivated  that  tract  until  1856,  when 
he  purchased  his  present  farm.  He  now  owns  one 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  rich  and  highly  cul- 
tivated land,  pleasantly  situated  four  miles  south- 
east of  Sparta,  and  the  farm  is  one  of  the  finest  in 
the  community.  The  owner  is  recognized  as  a 
progressive  agriculturist,  and  the  neat  appearance 
of  his  place  indicates  to  the  passer-by  his  enter- 
prise. In  politics,  Mr.  McClinton  has  been  a  Re- 
publican since  the  organization,  of  the  party.  His 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  John  P.  Hale. 
He   and    his    family    are  members  of  Ite  United 
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Preshyteiian  Church,  and    are   people   of  pronii- 

neiK'e  in  this  comnuinity,  holding  an  enviable 
posilioi)  in  social  circles  where  true  wortii  and  in- 
telligence are  received  as  tlie  passports  into  good 
society. 


^ 


'RITZ  I5EGEMANX,  who  resides  in  Stcele- 
,  ^jj)'  ville  and  follows  farming  in  Rand<)li)h 
1^  County,  being  one  of  tiie  successful  agri- 
culturists of  the  community,  claims  Germany  as 
the  land  of  his  birtii,  which  occurred  al)out  1840. 
He  was  the  fourth  child  born  unto  Henry  and 
Wilhelniina  ( Westenbarger)  Begomanii,  who  were 
also  natives  of  CJermany.  The  faliier  followed 
farming  in  that  country  until  1848,  when  he  bade 
adieu  to  his  old  home,  and,  accompanied  b\^  liis 
family,  sailed  for  America,  having  determined  to 
try  his  fortune  in  the  Xew  World.  lie  located 
near  .Steeleville,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  retiring  from  active  business  life  on  account 
of  his  advanced  years.  He  died  in  1872,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three.  His  wife  departed  this  life 
in  1849,  soon  after  coming  to  America. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  school  in  his 
native  land  until  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
the  United  States,  which  occurred  when  he  was  a 
lad  of  eiglit  summers.  He  was  afterward  a  stu- 
dent in  tlie  public  schools  near  .Steeleville,  and 
there  acquired  a  good  English  education.  In  early 
life  lie  became  familiar  with  all  of  tlie  departments 
of  farm  work,  and  aided  his  father  in  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  home  farm  until  he  had  attained  his 
majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 
He  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  four  years,  after 
which  he  engaged  in  teaming  between  Steeleville 
and  Chester  for  a  period  of  seven  years.  When 
that  time  had  expired,  he  engaged  in  farming  for 
himself  and  has  since  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits. His  land  is  always  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation  and  well  improved,  and  he  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  practical  and  progressive  farmers  of 
Randolph  County. 

In  186.3  Mr.  Hegemann  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Marcella,  daughter  of  Charles  E.  and 
Sarah    (Bryan)  Ja}'.     Eight   cliildren    were    born 


of  their  union,  but  Allen  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years.  Those  still  living  are:  Emma,  wife 
of  Willi.ojn  Moulic,a  prominent  druggist  of  Percy; 
Mar^'  and  .loliii,  v>ho  are  at  home;  Alice  A.,  wife 
of  James  Gillespie,  a  resident  of  Steeleville,  III.; 
Fred,  AUiert  and  Bernice,  who  are  yet  attending 
.school.  Mr.  Begemann  resides  in  Steeleville  in 
order  to  give  his  children  the  better  educational 
advantages  of  the  town  and  thus  fit  them  for  the 
practical  duties  of  life.  The  family  is  one  of 
prominence  in  the  community,  and  its  members 
rank  high  in  the  social  circles  in  which  they  move. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Begemann  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  he  serves  as  Trustee, 
and  are  active  workers  in  the  Master's  vineyard. 
By  his  ballot  he  supports  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  has  served  as  Township  Supervisor  for  three 
years,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Trustees  of  Steeleville  for  seven  years.  His  long 
continued  service  well  indicates  his  fidelity  to 
duty  and  the  confidence  and  trust  reposed  in  him 
b3^  his  fellow-townsmen,  who  regard  him  as  one 
of  the  valued  citizens  of  the  community  and  hold 
him  in  high  esteem  on  account  of  the  many  ex- 
cellencies of  his  character. 


1-^-f^ 


(=_ 


lEORGE  H.  BILDERBACK.  The  agricult- 
irists  of  Randolph  County  are,  as  a  rule, 
possessed  of  general  intelligence,  a  thor- 
ough understanding  of  their  calling  and  great  en- 
ergy, and  they  therefore  rank  well  among  tlie 
farmers  the  world  over.  One  of  these  gentlemen 
who  are  successfull3'  pursuing  the  peaceful  occu- 
pation of  tilling  the  soil  is  our  subject,  whose 
conifortalile  estate  is  located  on  section  25,  town 
ship  7,  range  6. 

Mr.  Bilderback  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and 
was  born  near  Kaskaskia  April  3,  1826.  He  is 
the  second  child  in  a  family  of  eight  children 
born  to  .lohn  and  Sarah  (McCorinick)  Bilderback, 
who  w^ere  also  natives  of  Randolph  County,  where 
the  father  died  in  1837,  and  the  mother  departed 
this  life  in  1853.  George  H.  obtained  a  limited  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  near  his  home.  His  father 
dying  when  he  was  but  eleven  yeareof  age,  he  was 
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compelled  to  aid  in  the  carrying  on  of  the  home 
farm  in  order  to  support  liis  mother  and  sisters. 

Mr.  Bildcrback  lias  always  followed  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer,  and  when  ready  to  establish  a 
home  of  his  own.  in  18,^6,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Nancj-  A.,  daughter  of  James  F.  and  Rachael 
(Long)  Glenn.  Mrs.  Bildcrbaek  was  horn  in  Ohio, 
of  wliicli  state  her  parents  were  natives,  and  was 
fifteen  years  of  age  when  she  accompanied  them 
on  their  removal  to  this  state.  My  her  union  with 
our  subject  twelve  children  have  been  born,  of 
whom  those  living  are:  .Sarah  R.,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Clarence  Barber,  and  resides  in  this  count}';  Will- 
iam H.,  who  married  Elizabeth  Moore,  and  resides 
near  his  father;  Alice  A.,  who  married  William  C. 
Bildcrbaek  and  lives  near  the  old  home;  Margaret 
N.,  who  is  the  wife  of  Charles  Moore,  and  makes 
her  home  near  Rockwood;  and  Wallace  E., at  home. 

Our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife,  together 
witli  their  eldest  daughter,  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  have  established 
a  C0Z3'  home,  where  they  welcome  their  hosts  of 
friends.  Mr.  Bildcrbaek  is  greatly  respected  in 
the  county  where  his  life  has  been  passed,  and  his 
career  has  been  creditable  in  the  extreme.  He  has 
served  as  School  Trustee  and  Director,  and  is  ear- 
nest in  his  efforts  to  forward  the  educational  inter- 
ests of  this  locality.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican partj',  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  General 
Taylor. 

.    • 0^P •    , 

eOL.  B.  L.  AVn^EY  was  born  in  .Jefferson 
Count}',  Ohio,  in  1821,  and  is  a  son  of 
Abel  Wiley.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Maryland,  and  was  a  carpenter  and  cabinet-maker 
by  trade.  About  the  time  of  his  marriage  he  re- 
moved to  the  Buckej'e  .State,  locating  in  Jefferson 
Count}',  where  he  lived  until  1857,  when  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Illinois.  His  last  days  were 
spent  in  the  home  of  the  Colonel,  and  after  his 
death  his  widow  went  to  live  with  her  daughter 
in  Putnam  County,  111. 

Colonel  Wile}''s  educational  privileges  wei-e  quite 
limited.  For  many  years  he  worked  at  the  car- 
penter's trade  as  a  means  of  livelihood.  In  1846 
he  enlisted  in  the   Mexican    War,  and  served  as  a 


non-commissioned  officer  for  a  year.  Previous  to 
that  service  he  had  come  to  Illinois,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school.  In  1847  he  located  in 
Jonesboro,  this  state,  where  he  followed  carpenter- 
ing for  some  time. 

On  the  5th  of  December,  1850,  the  Colonel  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emily,  daughter  of 
Winstead  Davie,  of  Union  County,  111.  The  lady 
was  born  in  1830,  in  that  county,  and  there  they 
began  their  domestic  life,  but  in  1860  came  to 
Jackson  County  and  settled  upon  the  old  home 
farm.  The  following  year  Mr.  Wiley  responded 
to  President  Lincoln's  call  for  troops,  enlisting  in 
the  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry.  He  was  appointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  b}'  Governor  Yates,  and  served 
in  that  capacity  until  1863,  when  he  resigned  and 
returned.  He  then  entered  the  Provost-Marshal's 
office  in  Cairo,  where  he  was  employed  until  1865, 
when  he  returned  to  the  farm.  The  four  suc- 
ceeding years  of  his  life  were  devoted  to  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  and  in  1869  he  was  appointed  bj' 
Governor  Palmer  as  Commissioner  of  the  Insane 
Asylum  at  Anna,  which  position  he  filled  for  three 
3'cars. 

Unto  the  Colonel  and  Mrs.  Wilej'  were  born 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  living,  viz.: 
William,  John,  Anna,  Ben,  Dan,  Charles,  Mary 
and  Henry.  James  is  now  deceased.  Colonel 
Wiley  was  a  prominent  and  influential  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  which  he  joined  during 
the  Mexican  War,  and  was  Deputy  Grand  Master 
of  the  state.  On  the  organization  of  the  Repub- 
lican part}-  he  joined  its  ranks,  and  was  ever  one 
of  its  stalwart  supporters.  He  was  one  of  the  few 
who  voted  for  Fremont  in  1856  in  this  localit}'. 
For  man}'  years  he  was  County  Commissioner,  and 
was  twice  nominated  for  Congress.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  March,  1890,  and  many  warm  friends 
mourned  his  loss,  for  he  was  a  prominent  and 
highly  respected  citizen. 

John  Wiley,  son  of  the  Colonel,  was  born  Au- 
gust 10,  1854,  in  Jonesboro,  111.  He  was  educated 
in  the  district  schools,  and  spent  his  childhood 
days  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  In  1880 
he  married  Margaret  Applegate,  who  was  born  in 
Williamson  County,  111.,  April  12,  1854,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  Louis   Applegate,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
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and  a  veteran  of  the  Civil  War,  wlio  is  still  living 
in  .lackson  County.  Four  eliildren  graee  the  union 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wiley:  Cliarles,  Bessie,  Fannie 
and  .loiin. 

Mr.  Wile^v  is  now  the  owner  of  eigiity  acres  of 
land,  the  greater  part  of  wliich  is  devoted  to  fruit- 
•ji'owing.  In  his  business  (h>alings  he  has  met  with 
good  suceess  and  acquired  a  coinfortable  compe- 
lencc.  He  holds  membership  wiMi  the  Methodist 
Kjuscopal  Church,  and  l)elongs  to  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity of  Malcanda.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican. He  has  served  on  the  School  Board,  and  for 
two  terms  has  been  Township  Supervisor.  He  is 
a  representative  and  progressive  citizen,  one  who 
manifests  a  commendable  interest  in  everything 
pertaining  to. the  welfare  of  the  community. 


m. 
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j^RKDKRICK  KOCIl,  Sh.,  who  is  living  a  re- 
?i^  tired   life  in   Columbia,   was    born    in    the 

kingdom  of  Prussia,  Germany,  Argust  7, 
1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  and  Christina 
Koch.  His  bo3'hood  days  were  spent  in  his  native 
land,  and  its  public  schools  afforded  him  his  edu- 
cational privileges.  He  learned  the  trade  of  car- 
pentering with  his  father.  When  a  young  man  of 
twenty-two  he  determined  to  stek  a  home  and  for- 
tune beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  has  never  had  oc- 
casion to  regret  the  fact  that  he  carried  out  his 
resolution. 

In  1850  Mr.  Koch  sailed  for  America,  and  took 
up  bis  residence  in  Waterloo,  where  for  one  year 
he  worked  at  his  trade.  In  1851  he  came  to  Col- 
umbia and  embarked  in  business  as  a  carpenter, 
continuing  operations  along  that  line  until  1876, 
when  he  began  farming.  He  had  previously  pur- 
chased land  in  the  American  bottoms,  where  he 
now  owns  eight  hundred  acres.  All  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved,  and 
to  the  raising  of  grain  his  time  has  been  devoted. 
His  first  purchase  of  land  was  a  tract  of  three  acres 
near  Columbia.  In  1864  he  bought  one  hundred 
and  seventeen  acres,  and  to  tliis  he  has  added  from 
time  to  time  as  his  financial  resources  would  per- 
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mit,  until  he  is  now  one  of  the  extensive  land- 
owners of  the  county. 

In  1851  Mr.  Koch  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  .Joiianna  Genzcl.  The  lady  is  a  native  of 
Prussia,  (Germany,  and  came  to  America  in  the 
year  of  her  marriiigc.  A  family  of  six  children 
has  been  born  to  Ihcin,  namely:  Frederick,  who  is 
now  a  contractor  and  l)uilderof  Columbia;  Annie, 
wife  of  Fred  Meyer,  a  prominent  merchant  of  this 
place;  Louisa,  now  the  wife  of  George  Young,  a 
representative  farmer  of  Columbia  Precinct,  Mon- 
roe County;  Harriet,  wife  of  Albert  Kuener,  who 
is  employed  as  a  traveling  salesman;  Henrietta, 
wife  of  Joseph  Southof.  who  is  clerking  in  Colum- 
bia; and  Emma,  wife  of  Charles  Rey,  a  resident 
farmer  of  Hanover  Precinct. 

Mr.  Koch  has  a  pleasant  home  in  Columbia, 
which  stands  as  a  monument  of  his  enterprise.  On 
all  sides  are  seen  his  handiwork,  for  he  has  erected 
man}'  buildings  in  this  place.  In  his  business  deal- 
ings he  has  met  with  prosperity,  for  he  carries  for- 
ward to  a  successful  completion  whatever  he  un- 
dertakes, and  by  his  own  efforts  he  has  worked  his 
way  upward  from  an  humble  position  to  one  of 
wealth  and  afliucnce.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter 
of  the  Democratic  party  and  its  principles,  but  has 
never  been  an  office-seeker.  He  and  his  family  are 
all  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church,  in  which 
he  has  served  as  Trustee.  A  public-spirited  and 
progressive  citizen,  he  manifests  a  commendable 
interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
the  community-,  and  well  deserves  representation 
in  the  history  of  his  adopted  county. 


*j(_^ENRY  C.  COLE.  The  following  is  a 
"^  brief  sketch  of  the  career  of  Mr.  Cole.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  H.  C.  Cole  Milling 
^)  Company,  of  Chester,  and  devotes  the 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention  to  purch.as- 
ing  supplies  in  the  way  of  grain  for  their  large 
mills.  A  native  of  this  city  he  was  born  May 
13,  1852,  and  is  the  fourth  child  in  a  family  of  six 
children  born  to  Herman  C.  and  F:mily  (Cocks) 
Cole.  He  passed  his  boyhood  in  attendance  at  the 
public  schools,  and  later  continued  his  studies  in  the 
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University  of  Illinois  atClianipaign.  In  1873  here- 
turned  to  Ibis  city  and  engaged  willi  liis  father  in 
the  milling  business.  He  continued  tlius  employed 
until  tlie  deuth  of  tiie  latter,  in  1874,  when  the 
business  was  transferred  to  the  three  sons,  the  other 
members  of  the  firm  being  Charles  B.  and  Zachary 
T.  The^'  operated  under  the  firm  name  of  H.  C. 
Cole  &  Co.  until  July,  1888,  when  the  style  was 
changed  to  tlie  H.  C.  Cole  Milling  Company,  by 
which  it  is  Icnown  throughout  this  portion  of  the 
state. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Blanche 
Dolbee  occurred  April  24,  1878.  Mrs.  Cole  was 
born  June  5,  1852,  in  Alton,  and  was  the  daughter 
of  Shadrach  K.  and  Hannah  E.  Dolbee.  By  her 
union  with  our  subject  have  been  born  three  sons 
and  three  daughters,  to  whom  they  are  giving 
good  educations,  fitting  them  to  occupy  honorable 
positions  in  life. 

Mr.  Cole  has  alwaj's  been  keenly  alive  to  the  in- 
terests of  his  county,  and  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  promoting  them.  He  has  been  the  re- 
cipient of  public  honors  from  his  fellow-citizens, 
who  have  lecognized  liis  superior  business  tact  and 
other  fine  qualifications  and  have  called  him  to 
assist  in  the  administration  of  public  affairs.  He 
has  been  Alderman  of  the  city,  and  is  at  present  a 
member  of  the  School  Board. 


(j^  ON.  JOHN  J.  DOUGLAS,  a  progressive 
farmer  of  township  7,  range  6,  Randolpii 
County,  has  risen  to  a  position  in  agricult- 
ural affairs  which  many  might  envy.  He 
was  born  in  the  city  of  Chester,  August  17,  1849, 
and  has  since  made  his  home  in  this  count3".  His 
father,  John  Douglas,  Sr.,  was  born  in  Roxburgh- 
shire, Scotland,  and  was  a  son  of  James,  who  lived 
and  died  in  Scotland.  His  wife,  the  grandmother 
of  our  subject,  came  to  America,  and  settled  in 
Chester  in  1843.  Her  son  John  was  at  that  time 
twent3'-nine  j'ears  of  age.  He  was  a  miller  by  trade, 
and  worked  in  the  Holmes  Mills  at  Ciiester  until 
July  4,  1849,  when  he  died  with  cholera.  He  was 
married  in  September  of  the  previous  year  to  Mar- 
garet Craig,  who  became  the  mother  of  our  sub- 


ject. Mrs.  Margaret  Douglas  was  a  daugliter  of 
John  and  Sarah  Craig,  who  resided  on  a  farm  near 
Chester. 

His  mother  d^ing  when  he  was  but  a  lad  of  six 
years,  our  subject  went  to  live  with  an  uncle, 
James  Douglas.  He  was  cared  for  by  him  the 
same  as  though  one  of  his  own  children,  and  at- 
tended the  country  schools,  at  the  same  time  learn- 
ing the  duties  of  farm  work.  When  fifteen  years 
old,  his  uncle  died,  but  our  subject  still  remained 
on  the  farm,  helping  to  support  the  family  for 
three  j'ears,  when  he  went  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
miller  at  Chester.  He  completed  his  apprentice- 
ship in  three  years,  and  afterward  attended  the 
commercial  college  of  Bryant  &  Stratton  at  St. 
Louis,  completing  the  course  and  fitting  himself 
to  enter  business. 

When  twenty-tiiree  jears  of  age,  our  subject  com- 
menced farming  on  his  own  account  on  the  land 
which  is  still  his  home.  Tlie  farm  at  the  time  of 
his  settlement  on  it  consisted  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  onl}'  partially  improved  land,  but 
by  hard  work  and  sagacious  management  he  has 
made  it  one  of  the  finest  farms  to  be  found  in  the 
countv  and  it  now  comprises  three  hundred  and 
twenty  broad  and  fertile  acres.  He  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  his  land 
yields  him  abundant  harvests  in  return  for  the 
labor  expended.  In  1871,  Mr.  Douglas  took  a 
trip  across  the  Atlantic,  visiting  the  old  home  of 
his  parents. 

October  30,  1872,  John  J.  Douglas  and  Miss 
Belle  Adams  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Doug- 
las is  a  daughter  of  David  and  JNIargaret  (Doug- 
las) Adams,  both  natives  of  Scotland,  while  the 
daughter  was  born  in  this  count}'.  To  this  mar- 
riage have  been  born  the  following  named  children : 
Alice,  Everett,  Irving,  Elmer,  Robert  and  Maggie, 
the  last  two  being  twins.  The}'  are  all  at  home 
and  constitute  a  happv  family.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Douglas  are  devoted  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

In  his  political  affiliations  our  subject  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  and  in  1892  was  elected  a  member  of 
the  Thirt3'-eighth  General  Assembh',  to  represent 
Randolph,  Periy  and  Monroe  Counties  in  the 
State  Legislature,     During  this  session  he  served 
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on  the  Road  and  Bridges,  Fees  and  Salaries,  Mines 
and  Mining  and  the  Ilorticulliiral  Committees, 
malting  a  caieful  and  diligent  member.  lie  is 
classed  among  the  pre-eminently  successful  agri- 
culturists of  his  township  and  has  lost  no  opportu- 
nity for  iini)roving  liis  estate  or  contrilniling  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community,  who  hold  him  in 
such  high  esteem. 


«J@> 


*F>> 


^^  NTON  SCIIIEFERSTEIN,  one  of  the  prom- 
(@/^l     inent  and    successful   farmers  of    ^Monroe 

///  ii!  County,  who  carries  on  agricultural  pur- 
^/  suits   on   section  1,   township  3,  range   10 

west,  claims  Germany  as  the  land  of  his  birth, 
wliich  f)ccurred  on  the  16th  of  February,  1825. 
His  parents.  Casper  and  Mary  (Keambel)  Schiefer- 
stein,  were  also  natives  of  the  same  country,  and 
in  its  schools  were  well  educated.  The  father 
earned  a  livelihood  b}'  selling  yeast.  He  and  his 
w^ife  never  left  their  native  land,  but  continued 
there  to  reside  until  called  to  the  home  be^'ond. 
They  were  both  members  of  tlie  Lutheran  Church, 
and  both    died  when  about  (ifty-two  jears  of  age. 

Under  the  parental  roof  Anton  Scbieferstein 
passed  his  boyhood  da3S,  and  in  the  public  schools 
was  educated,  becoming  familiar  with  all  the  com- 
mon branchesof  learning.  When  he  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  by  the 
3'ear  for  ¥15.  After  his  marriage,  he  also  engaged 
in  peddling  yeast,  as  did  his  father.  Ere  leav- 
ing his  native  land,  he  chose  as  a  companion  .and 
helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Catherine  Gard- 
ner, who  was  also  born  in  Germany. 

Hoping  to  at  least  secure  a  comfortable  home,  if 
not  a  fortune,  in  the  iS'ew  World,  Mr.  8chieferstein 
left  the  Fatherland  and  with  his  family  crossed  the 
briny  deep.  On  arriving  in  this  country,  he  came 
direct  to  Monroe  County-,  111.,  and  as  he  had  no 
capital  with  which  to  purchase  land,  he  rented  a 
farm  for  two  years.  By  industry  and  enterprise 
he  was  enabled  to  secure  some  money  during  that 
period,  and  on  its  expiration  he  bought  eight}' 
acres  of  land  near  where  he  now  lives.  He  has 
added  to  this  from  time  to  time  as  his  financial  re- 
sources have  increased,  until  he  now  owns  oyer 


four  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schieferstein  were  born  ten 
children,  but  six  of  the  number  are  now  deceased. 
The  four  still  living  are,  Lizzie,  Lena,  Ben  and 
Josephine.  The  last-named  is  still  with  her  par- 
ents, but  the  others  are  all  married.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  hold  membership  with  the  Lutheran 
Church,  conlribule  liberall}'  to  its  support,  and 
take  an  active  interest  in  its  welfare.  In  his  polit- 
ical views,  Mr.  Schieferstein  is  a  stalwart  Republi- 
can. He  has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life,  and  by  his 
well  directed  efforts,  perseverance  and  economy,  he 
has  accumulated  a  valuable  properly,  and  his  com- 
fortable competence  now  enables  him  to  live  re- 
tired. He  rents  his  land,  and  in  his  elegant  home 
he  is  spending  his  declining  years  in  rest  from  all 
business  cares.  He  is  a  leading  and  influential 
citizen,  and  one  who  has  the  high  regard  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


Gz 
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WJOHN  FULLFORD.  The  name  of  Fullfoid 
is  known  and  respected  throughout  Rau- 
^^  I  dolph  Count}'  as  belonging  to  one  of  the 
>^^'  earliest  pioneers  of  this  section  of  the  coun- 
try. The  present  representative  of  the  name  is  a 
son  of  an  old  pioneer,  who  for  many  years  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  agricultural  life 
of  township  7,  range  6,  where  he  is  one  of  the 
well-to-do  citizens. 

John  FuUford  was  born  on  the  home  farm  where 
he  still  resides  November  9,  1848,  and  is  the 
younger  of  the  two  sons  born  to  Thomas  and  Mary 
A.  (Tudor)  Fullford,  natives  of  England.  The 
parents  were  married  in  their  native  country,  and 
on  coming  to  America  in  1846,  the  father  worked 
in  the  rolling  mills  in  New  York  State  for  seven 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  deciding  to 
try  his  fortunes  in  this  then  western  country,  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  located  upon  the  farm  which 
we  have  mentioned.  Here  he  followed  the  avoca- 
tion of  a  farmer  for  many  years,  and  retired  from 
active  work  fifteen  years  prior  to  his  decease, 
which  occurred  January  27,  1893.     His  widow  is 
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still  living,  at  the  age  of  seven t3' -three  years,  and 
makes  her  home  with  our  subject. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  obtained  his  educa- 
tion in  the  district  scliool  near  his  home,  and  be- 
ing reared  to  farm  pursuits,  has  spent  his  entire 
life  following  that  occupation.  Ilis  elder  brother, 
Tiioraas,  d>ing  in  infancy,  our  subject  on  the  de- 
cease of  his  father  fell  heii-  to  his  numerous  estates 
and  is  now  kept  busy  looking  after  his  property, 
which  com[)rises  both  farm  lands  and  city  real 
estate.  He  is  a  man  of  influence  in  his  community 
and  is  numbeied  among  the  successful  men  of 
Randolph  County. 

In  1877  John  FuUford  and  Miss  Mary,  daughter 
of  John  Turner,  of  Louisiana,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
seven  children.  Alice  Gracie,  Lydia  Priscilla,  Ar- 
thur Jewett,  Ruby  Pearl,  Ebha  Jewell,  Ida  Cecil 
and  Floience  Elbe.  In  political  matters,  Mr.  FuU- 
ford is  a  Republican  in  the  national  elections, 
but  in  local  affairs  reserves  tlie  right  to  vote  for 
the  best  man,  irrespective  of  party. 


■^^ 
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UILLIAM  H.  HUBBARD,  the  able  editor 
of  the  Free  Press  of  Carbondale,  is  a  na- 
^^f^  tive  of  the  Empire  State,  and  his  birth 
occurred  in  Castile,  on  the  29th  of  June,  1849. 
His  father,  William  II.  Hubbard,  was  born  in  New 
York  in  1821,  and  is  a  son  of  Pliny  and  Charity 
(Brooks)  Hubbard,  the  former  born  in  Vermont, 
and  the  latter  in  the  Empire  State.  He  was  a 
solder  in  the  War  of  1812.  The  Hubbard  family 
was  founded  in  America  by  three  brothers  of  Eng- 
lish birth,  who  in  early  Colonial  days  braved  the 
dangers  of  an  ocean  voyage  to  found  homes  in 
the  New  World.  One  settled  in  Connecticut,  an- 
other in  Massachusetts,  and  the  third  in  Vermont. 
Nearl3'  all  of  the  Ilubbards  in  America  are  de- 
scendants of  these  three  brothers. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Evelj'n  P.  Wells.  She  was-  born  in  New 
York  in  1825,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Walter  and 
Abigail  (Chapin)  Wells.  Her  father  served  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  drew  a  pension  until  his  death. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.   William   H.  Hubbard,  8r.,  located 


near  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.,  and  made  their  home  in 
the  Empire  State  until  1875,  when  they  einigiated 
to  iMiclugan,  locating  at  Ferry,  where  the  fattier 
carried  on  mercliandising  and  farmiug.  He  was 
practically  the  owner  of  that  town.  About  1880 
he  went  to  Chicago,  afterward  resided  in  Texas, 
and  later  took  up  his  residence  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  but  he  is  now  once  more  actively  engaged  in 
business  in  Chicago  as  President  of  the  Rutland 
Fire  Insurance  Company,  altliougli  he  makes  his 
home  in  Kansas  City.  In  his  family  were  five 
children:  Foster  W.,  William  II.,  Charles  P.,  Frank 
L.,  and  Nellie  L.,  the  wife  of  F.  M.  Hosmer. 

]\Ir.  Hubbard  whose  name  heads  this  sketch 
began  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Piielps, 
N.  Y.,  and  completed  it  in  Syr.acuse  in  1867.  He 
then  began  reading  law  in  that  city  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar.  Opening  an  office,  he  engaged 
in  practice  in  Syracuse  until  1875,  which  year 
witnessed  his  removal  to  Hart,  Mich,  where  he 
followed  his  profession  until  1879.  During  that 
time  he  served  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  the 
county.  In  1879  he  again  went  to  Syracuse, 
where  he  continued  in  practice  until  1888,  when 
he  returned  to  Michigan  and  bought  tiie  St.  Joseph 
County  (Mich.)  Republican,  which  paper  he  pub- 
lished until  1890.  In  that  year  he  moved  the 
plant  to  Carbondale,  and  established  the  Jackson 
County  Republican.  The  paper  is  now  known  as 
the  Republican  Free  Press.  When  a  boy.  Mr.  Hub- 
bard had  learned  the  printer's  trade,  and  his  prac- 
tical knowledge  of  the  business  now  serves  him  in 
good  stead. 

Our  subject  was  married  in  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  in 
1867,  to  Mary  1.  Ide,  a  naliveof  the  Empire  State, 
who  was  born  in  February,  1849,  and  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Darius  and  Mary  (Colburn)  Ide,  also  of 
New  York.  Mrs.  Hubbard  died  in  1887,  leaving 
two  children,  M.  Evelyn  and  Charles  W.  In  1888 
Mr.  Hubbard  wedded  Ida  Britton,  who  was  born 
in  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  in  1852,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
Mathias  and  Frances  S.  (Ilibbard)  Britton.  Her 
father  was  a  prominent  militia  officer  in  New 
York.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  have  a  daughter, 
Mildred  B.  Tlie  parents  are  both  prominent  mem- 
bers of  tiie  Presbyterian  Church  and  take  an  active 
part  in  its  work.     Mr,  Hubbard  is  now  teaching  a 
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claS'S  of  youiia:  larlies  in  tlie  Siiiiday-school,  while 
liis  wife  is  in  cliarj^e  of  the  infant  class.  Socially, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge  of  Cayuga, 
N.  Y.,  of  which  he  has  heen  Senior  Deacon;  he  be- 
longs to  Oceana  Chai)tcr  No.  5(),  K.  A.  M.,  of 
Pentwater,  Mich;  and  Central  City  Comraandery 
No.  25  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y.  lie  takes  a  very  active 
part  in  politics,  and  always  supports  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party. 

"^I'OIIN  D.  SMITH,  a  prosperous  general  agri- 
culturist and  successful  stock-raiser  resid- 
ing upon  one  of  the  best  farms  in  Ran- 
dolph County,  in  township  7,  range  G,  has 
for  two  decades  been  identified  with  the  advance- 
ment of  his  present  home  interests,  and,  widely 
known,  is  highly-  esteemed  for  his  business  ability 
and  sterling  integritj-  of  character. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  David  Smith,  was  ! 
born  in  Penns3ivania,  his  father  hearing  the  same 
name.  He  came  with  his  fatlier  to  Monroe  Countj^ 
this  state,  in  an  early  day  and  assisted  in  clearing 
a  home  out  of  the  wilderness.  They  resided  here 
some  time  before  the  latter  passed  from  this 
life.  He  was  a  teacher  by  profession,  a  hatter  by 
trade  and  a  vary  successful  man  in  liis  business 
affairs.  David,  Jr.,  gained  his  primary'  education 
in  his  native  state,  and  after  coming  to  Illinois 
was  engaged  for  some  time  as  a  stage-coach  driver. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie  Lylie,  and  later,  in 
1844,  he,  with  liis  family,  removed  to  Missouri. 
But  remaining  in  that  state  only  two  years,  he 
again  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Chester,  fol- 
lowing the  trade  of  a  butcher,  besides  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising  to  some  extent. 
He  died  about  1878,  while  his  good  wife  is  still 
living  and  makes  her  home  in  Chester,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-four  years. 

Born  .January  18,  1842,  in  Monroe  County,  111., 
our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren l)orn  to  his  worthy'  parents.  He  was  brought 
to  Randolph  County  when  but  two  years  old, 
and  here  received  his  limited  education.  He  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  butcher's  business  when  a 
lad  of  ten  yeai-s,  and  on  attaining  his  majority  was 


given  a  half- interest.  This  partnership  continued 
until  the  death  of  the  father,  when  our  subject 
conducted  the  business  alone  until  1889.  Some 
3'ears  before  this,  however,  Mr.  Smith  bought  a 
fine  farm  and  on  the  above  date  located  thereon. 
He  has  since  been  engaged  in  its  cultivation,  ;nid 
here  he  is  carrying  on  mixed  farming,  paying  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  raising  of  line  stock. 
He  prepares  his  own  feed  by  steaming  it,  prefer- 
ring this  to  the  raw.  The  Union  Creamer3'  is  sit- 
uated on  Mr.  Sniitli's  farm,  in  which  he  is  one  of 
the  principal  stockholders.  It  has  been  running 
only  about  two  years,  but  is  one  of  the  leading 
establishments  of  its  kind  in  the  county,  handling 
about  tliirt3--five  hundred  pounds  of  milk  per  day. 
Mr.  Smith  was  married  in  October,  1863,  to 
Margaret  E.  Aldridge,  a  daughter  of  Amasa  and 
Roxana  (Gray)  Aldridge,  natives  of  Massachusetts. 
Their  union  h.as  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  eight 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The  liv- 
ing are:  Chaiiiiing,  who  married  Daisj'  Douglas 
and  resides  on  a  farm  near  liis  father;  Cliester, 
who  is  engaged  in  the  Clarion  ollice  at  Chester, 
and  married  Annie  Paulis;  Eunice.  Bertha,  Harry, 
Gertie  and  p]dna.  The  last-named  are  yet  under 
the  parental  roof.  Mrs.  Smith  is  a  member  of  tlie 
Methodist  Church,  while  iMr.  Smith  is  not  identi- 
fied with  any  denomination.  Socially,  our  subject 
is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  276,  A.  F.  cfe  A.  M.,  at 
Chester,  and  is  a  stanch  Democrat  in  politics. 


4^ 


lEN.TAMIN  F.  CLORE.  There  is  no  inher- 
itance so  rich  as  the  records  of  the  worthy 
lives  of  those  who  have  departed  from  this 
^^^^  world  and  gone  to  receive  tiie  reward  wliicli 
awaits  them  in  Heaven.  That  death  loves  a  shin- 
ing mark  was  illustrated  when  it  became  known 
that  Benjamin  F.  Clore.  one  of  Randolph  County 's 
best  known  citizens,  had  departed  this  life.  He 
was  born  in  Boone  County,  Ky.,  November  2,  1832, 
and  was  a  child  of  two  years  at  the  time  his  father, 
Abram  Clore,  removed  to  this  county. 

Our  subject  attended  the  common  schools  of  his 
neighborhood,  and  amid  adverse  surroundings 
gained  the  rudiments  of  his   education.     His   par- 
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ents  when  locating  here  made  their  lionie  at  the 
mouth  of  St.  Jlarj's  River,  near  Chester,  where 
our  subject  spent  his  entire  life  on  a  farm,  and 
where  his  deatli  occurred  December  19,  1891.  His 
marri.age  with  Miss  Lueinda  Rupert  occurred  De- 
cember 1,  1854,  and  Mrs.  Clore  at  her  death,  June 
7,  1874,  left  a  famil\-  of  four  sons  and  three 
daughters,  of  whom  we  make  the  following  men- 
tion: Franklin  F.  married  Ella  Condor;  Albert  C. 
mariied  Anna  Clendenine;  Gilford  became  the 
husband  of  Amanda  Dillinger;  Alice  became  the 
wife  of  Hermann  Grali;  Harriet  L.  married  Charles 
Keith,  and  after  his  death  became  tlie  wife  of  Mr. 
Tliebold;  Lucretia  married  Vincent  Tucker,  and 
Zachariah  O.  is  still  single. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  chose  as  his  second 
companion  was  Mrs.  Melvina  F.  Tingle,  their  union 
taking  place  Ma}'  7,  1876.  Mrs.  Clore  died  Octo- 
ber 1  of  the  next  year,  and  November  2,  1880,  our 
subject  was  married  to  Mrs.  Salinda  (Mooi'e)  Petit, 
daughter  or  John  and  Elizabeth  (Mansker)  Moore. 
Mrs.  Salinda  Clore  was  born  and  reared  in  this 
count3',and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  became 
the  mother  of  four  cliildren,  of  whom  the  eldest  is 
Nora  S.  Ozias  died  wlien  six  years  of  age,  and 
Kenneth  and  Franklin  Ma}' are  residing  with  their 
mother,  who  still  lives  on  the  home  farm. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clore  were  active  members  of  tlie 
Methodist  Church,  and  in  his  political  relations 
our  subject  was  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  was  well 
known  to  the  citizens  of  this  section,  and  his  cor- 
rect mode  of  living  gained  for  him  a  popularity 
which  was  merited  in  every  respect. 
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PAUL  IROSE.  Township  7,  range  6,  Ran- 
dolph County,  is  the  home  of  many  intelli- 
gent, industrious  and  prosperous  farmers, 
I  \  who  from  a  small  beginning  have  won  a 
competence,  securing  a  considerable  amount  of  land 
and  surrounding  themselves  with  many  comforts 
and  conveniences.  Among  this  number  may  be 
mentioned  Paul  Irose,  who  is  now  occupj'ing  a 
good  farm  on  section  17. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Poland,  where  he  was 


born  in  June,  1842,  and  where  also  the  birth  of 
his  father,  Daniel  Irose,  occurred.  The  latter  was 
married  in  his  native  land,  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children,  who  accompanied  them  on  their  re- 
moval to  America  in  1854.  The  wife  and  mother 
dying  while  en  route  to  this  country,  the  father 
came  to  Illinois  and  located  with  his  children  on 
a  farm  five  miles  east  of  Chester,  and  at  once  be- 
gan farming,  which  was  his  vocation  throughout 
life.  At  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1862,  he 
left  a  good  property. 

After  coming  to  America,  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Schlocher,  and  his 
widow  still  survives,  making  her  home  in  Chester. 
Paul,  of  this  sketch,  attended  school  in  Randolph 
Count}',  and  received  such  an  education  as  was 
given  to  the  boys  and  girls  of  that  day.  When  a 
lad  of  seventeen,  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith with  Henry  Koehns,  of  Chester,  for  whom 
he  worked  for  three  years.  Then  going  to  Rock- 
wood,  young  Irose  worked  at  his  trade  with  Rob- 
ert Emery  for  a  short  time,  then  made  his  way 
into  Jackson  County,  this  stale.  After  two  months 
spent  there,  he  returned  to  this  county,  and  at 
Archie  Island  worked  for  four  years  as  a  black- 
smith. At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  came  to 
Chester  and  opened  up  a  shop  for  himself,  continu- 
ing to  do  a  good  business  for  twenty-six  years. 
Being  afflicted  with  rheumatism,  he  closed  out  his 
business  and  purch.ased  a  farm  two  miles  east  of 
Chester,  where  he  is  still  living,  engaged  in  rais- 
ing grain  and  fine  grades  of  stock. 

October  22,  1868,  Paul  Irose  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  Murkufsky,  who,  like  himself,  was 
born  in  Poland,  and  who  was  brought  to  America  by 
her  parents  when  quite  young.  Her  father,  Henry 
Murkufsky,  was  a  tailor,  and  met  his  death  in  the 
coal  mines  of  Pennsylvania.  To  our  subject  and 
bis  wife  have  been  born  eleven  children,  two  of 
whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  who  are  living  are, 
Maggie,  Lizzie,  Paul,  Katie,  Joseph,  Jessie,  Robert, 
Alice  and  Cora.  They  have  all  been  given  good 
educations,  and  the  three  eldest  are  prominent 
teachers  in  this  county. 

Although  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Irose  have  been  reared 
in  the  Catholic  faith,  they  are  not  closely  identi- 
fied with  the  church  now.     Mr.  Irose  was  in  early 


PORTRAIT  AND  BTOGRAPHICAL   RF.CORD. 


365 


life  a  Democrat,  but  of  late  years  has  voted  with 
the  Republican  party.  lie  takes  a  great  interest  in 
the  cdiicalionnl  nffairs  of  his  neighborhood,  and 
lias  rendei-ed  ellicient  service  as  School  Director. 


I'<H^G 


^,  AVID  McCOXACHIE,  who  is  successfully 
engaged  in  farming  in  Rnndoliili  County, 
claims  Irt-land  .as  the  land  of  liis  l)irlh, 
which  occurred  in  County  Antrim  in 
18.38.  His  grandparents, David  and  Jennie  (Chest- 
nut) MeConachie,  were  also  natives  of  County 
Antrim,  and  there  spent  their  entire  lives.  The 
family,  however,  is  of  Scotch  descent,  but  on  ac- 
count of  religious  persecution,  its  members  re- 
moved to  Ireland.  The  grandfather,  who  was  a 
farmer,  was  a  menilier  of  the  Scotch  Seceder  Church. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-four.  His  wife  was 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Anna  (Leitreni)  Chest- 
nut, the  former  of  whom  was  an  otHcer  in  the  Brit- 
ish army.  The  latter  was  a  daughter  of  the  Earl 
of  Leitrem. 

Rol>ert  MeConachie,  father  of  our  subject,  w.as 
boi'n  in  County  Antrim  in  1810,  and  in  1830  mar- 
ried Jane,  daughter  or  John  and  Martha  (Steele) 
MeConachie.  They  became  the  parents  of  five 
children:  .lohn,  Jane  and  Robert,  deceased,  and 
David  and  William,  of  this  count}'.  In  1858  the 
father  came  willi  his  family  to  America,  and  lived 
in  the  Sparta  Precinct  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1879.  lie  was  a  farmer  and  stone-mason. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  He  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Covenanter  Church,  and  in  his  native 
land  served  as  Deacon. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-one 
years  when  he  came  to  the  United  States.  He  setr 
tied  in  New  York  and  began  working  upon  a  farm. 
The  foUowiug  spring  he  joined  his  i)arcnts  in  this 
county  and  continued  with  them  until  1873, 
when  he  was  married.  In  1861  he  had  purciiased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  still  owns.  In  1863 
he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  liecoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  K,?"oity-second  Illinois  Infantry, 
in  which  he  served  one  hundred  days.  He  then 
re-enlisted  as  a  member  of  Company  K,  Fifth  Illi- 


nois Cavalry,  and  continued  in  the  service    until 

the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  dis- 
charged. He  took  part  in  the  Meridian  campaign 
and  also  in  a  number  of   im|)ortant  engagements. 

In  August,  186.'),  Mr.  MeConachie  returned 
home,  and  in  the  year  1873  married  Miss  Lu- 
cinda  Steele,  a  native  of  Randol[)h  County  and  a 
daughter  of  Rilen  and  Nancy  (Morrison)  Steele, 
the  former  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  the  latter  of 
Illinois.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been 
born  four  children,  Robert  Henry, Emma  15.,  David 
Rilen  and  Nancy  .lane.  The  family  is  one  of 
prt)minence  in  the  community,  and  its  members 
hold  an  enviable  position  in  social  circles. 

The  life  of  our  suliject  has  been  a  successful  one, 
and  his  well  directed  afforts  have  received  their 
reward  in  the  comfortable  competence  which  he 
l)ossesses.  He  owns  two  hundred  and  fnily  acres  of 
valuable  land  and  has  81,000  in  the  building  and 
loan  association.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  he  has  been  honored 
with  some  local  offices  of  public  trust.  He  served 
for  twelve  years  as  School  Director,  was  Township 
Trustee  four  terms,  and  since  1865  has  been 
School  Trustee.  He  has  filled  these  positions  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constitu- 
ents, for  he  is  ever  true  and  faithful  to  confidence 
and  trust  reposed  in  him.  He  belongs  to  the  Grand 
Army  of  the  Republic,  of  which  he  is  Senior  Viee- 
Commander,  and  both  he  and  liij  wife  hold  meni- 
bersiiip  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church. 


m ENRY  BUETrNER,  who  carries  on  general 

Yfyii  farming  on  .section  36,  township  3,  range 
.^^  10  west,  is  numbered  atnong  the  early  set- 
l^;  tiers  of  Monroe  County,  and  as  such  well 
deserves  representation  in  its  history.  He  was 
born  in  Germany  on  the  2;>lh  of  Jul}-,  1837,  and 
is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Julia  Huettner,  who  were 
also  natives  of  the  same  country.  The  father  was 
a  miller  by  trade  and  followed  tliat  occupation  in 
his  native  land.  In  1848  he  brought  his  family 
to  the  New  World  and  located  in  .St.  Louis,  where 
he  worked  at  the  tailor's  trade.  He  afterward 
came  to  Monroe  Count\-,  where  he  purchased  an 
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eighty-acre  farm,  which  lie  cultivated  until  selling 
out  preparatory  to  his  removal  to  Kansas.  lu  that 
state  he  purchased  a  large  farm  and  continued  its 
cultivation  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
Clark  County,  Kan.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years. 
Me  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  in 
|X)Utics  was  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
His  wife  died  in  St.  Louis  at  the  age  of  thirt3'-five. 
This  worthy  couple  had  a  family  of  seven  chil- 
dren,six  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely:  Caroline, 
Adeline,  Ileniy,  Herman,  Julia  and  Henrietta. 

Henry  Buettner  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  when 
with  his  family  he  crossed  the  briny  deep  to  the 
,New  World.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Monroe 
County,  and  its  public  schools  afforded  him  his 
educational  privileges.  Le  remained  with  his-fa- 
ther  until  twentj'-four  3'ears  of  age,  when  he 
started  out  to  make  his  own  waj'  in  the  world,  and 
as  a  companioii  and  helpmate  on  life's  journe3'  he 
chose  Miss  Elizabeth  Valentine,  a  native  of  Ger- 
man^-,  who  with  her  parents  came  to  America 
when  a  maiden  of  ten  3ears.  B3'  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buettner  were  born  four  children, 
but  three  of  the  number  are  now  deceased.  The 
only  one  living  is  John,  who  is  married  and  re- 
sides in  Monroe  County.  The  motiier  died  at 
the  age  of  thirt3--two  3-ears,  in  tlie  faith  of  the  Lu- 
theran Church,  of  which  she  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber. For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Buettner  married 
Mena  Hesterberij,  a  native  of  Germany.  .She  was 
brought  by  her  parents  to  the  United  States  dur- 
ing her  infanc3'  and  was  reared  and  educated  in 
this  county.  B3-  this  union  were  born  six  children, 
but  four  of  the  number  are  now  deceased.  Sophia 
and  Julia  are  still  with  their  parents. 

Upon  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Buettner  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land  and  upon  that  farm  he  has 
since  resided,  although  he  has  extended  its  boun- 
daries from  time  to  time  until  it  comprises  one 
hundred  and  twelve  acres  of  good  land,  which 
yields  to  the  owner  a  golden  tribute  in  return  for 
the  care  and  cultivation  he  bestows  upon  it.  In 
earlier  years  he  followed  threshing  in  connection 
with  his  farm  work,  and  as  tlie  result  of  his  indus- 
tr3-  and  perseverance  he  has  become  well-to-do. 
He  exercises  the  right  of  franchise  in  support  of 
the  Republican  part3',  and  has  held  several  school 


offices,  such  as  Director  and  Trustee.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  in  social  circles  the3' hold  an  enviable  position. 
Mr.  Buettner  is  a  highly  respected  citizen,  who 
during  his  long  residence  in  tiiis  community.  b3'an 
honorable,  upright  life,  has  gained  the  confidence 
and  good  will  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact. 


f|ALENTINE  KERN,  who  owns  and  operates 
'  a  good  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  on  section  31,  township  3,  range  8 
west,  is  numbered  among  the  leading  agriculturists 
of  Monroe  County.  His  place  is  improved  with 
substantial  buildings  and  all  the  accessories  of  a 
model  farm.  It  is  neat  and  attractive  in  appear- 
ance, and  the  well  tilled  fields  indicate  to  the 
passer-bv  tiie  careful  supervision  of  the  owner. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Francis  Kern,  was 
born  in  the  province  of  Deburg,  German 3-,  in 
1809,  and  there  wedded  Mary  Schroet.  It  was  in 
1840  that  he  crossed  the  brin3'  deep  to  the  New 
World.  He  spent  the  winter  in  St.  Louis,  and  the 
following  spring  came  to  Prairie  du  Long,  Monroe 
County,  and  located  a  mile  and  a-haif  south  of 
F"'reedom.  After  a  short  time  he  settled  on  section 
31,  where  he  entered  eighty-four  acres  of  Govern- 
ment land,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  hewed 
out  a  farm.  He  built  a  good  home  and  placed  the 
land  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  con- 
tinued the  operation  of  his  farm  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1881.  In  the  family  were  only 
two  children,  who  are  now  living:  Valentine,  and 
John,  who  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  in 
Missouri.  The  father  was  one  of  the  first  German 
settlers  of  this  community,  and  was  an  honored 
and  highly  respected  citizen.  He  held  member- 
ship with  the  Catholic  Church. 

On  the  26th  of  August,  1841,  on  the  old  home 
farm,  occurred  the  birth  of  Valentine  Kern.  He 
was  roared  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  at- 
tending the  district  schools  through  the  winter 
season,  and  aiding  in  the  labors  of  the  farm  dur- 
ing the  summer  months.  Thus  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, and   the  home  of  his  bovhood   is  still  his 
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place  of  residence.  In  the  year  1864,  Mr.  Kern 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Calherina  Pur- 
tle.  The  lady  was  born  August  27,  1843,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  I'atrick  Purtle,  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Monroe  County. 

l?y  the  union  of  tliis  worthy  couple  has  l)cen  born 
a  family  of  six  children,  as  follows:  Valentine, 
wlio  was  born  April  20,  1865;  Mary  M.,  March  4, 
1868;  Henry,  March  12,  1870;  John,  September  3, 
1873;  Elizabeth,  April  14,  1877;  and  Ciirislian  .1., 
March  1,  1884.  The  eldest  son  married  Maggie 
Steppig,  who  was  born  May  16,  1869,  and  tliey 
live  on  section  31,  townsliiijS,  range  8.  Mary  is  the 
wife  of  George  Stadler,  a  resident  of  Monroe  Coun- 
ty. The  other  children  are  still  under  tlie  parental 
roof.  The  family  circle  3ct  remains  unbroken  by 
the  iiand  of  Death.  The  household  is  the  abode 
of  hospitality  and  good  cheer,  an<l  its  members 
rank  high  in  the  social  circles  in  which  they  move. 

Mr.  Kern  devotes  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  his  farm, 
which  is  one  of  the  best  in  the  community,  and  his 
labois  are  rewarded  by  a  good  income.  He  h.as 
led  a  l)usy  and  useful  life,  yet  never  neglects  his 
public  duties.  He  lakes  a  warm  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community, 
and  is  a  valued  citizen.  In  politics,  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. He  and  his  famil}-  are  members  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church  of  Red  I5ud. 


I'n'p  >p  ^  >  > 


Jl'OMN  .M.  WILLIAMS,  who  is  engaged  in 
milling  in  Vergennes,  occupies  a  prominent 
position  in  business  circles,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the  place. 
He  was  born  August  4,  1839,  in  Floyd  County, 
Ind.,  and  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Lavina  (Lewis) 
Williams.  His  father  w.as  born  in  Clark  County, 
Ind.,  Noveml)i-r  21>.  1813,  and  followed  coopering 
and  agricullural  pursuits,  making  his  home  upon 
a  farm.  He  married  .Miss  Lewis  in  Floyd  County, 
and  unto  them  were  born  the  following  children: 
Sylvania,  wife  of  Lorenzo  D.  Emery;  David, 
.lames,  Winfield  S.,  George  W.;  Thomas  .1.,  now 
deceased;  Mary  Ann,  wife  of  Conrad  Baker;  and 
Samuel.     The  father  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political 


views  and  has  taken  a  prominent  part  in  local 
politics,  being  honored  with  a  number  of  oflicial 
positions.  He  now  owns  two  large  farms  and  is 
well-to-do.  His  wife  died  at  the  age  of  thirt}' 
years. 

No  event  of  si)ecial  importance  occurred  during 
the  I)03hood  and  3'outh  of  our  subject,  which 
were  quietly  passed  upon  the  home  farm.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  in  1861,  he  came  to  Jackson 
County,  but  in  September  of  that  year  he  entered 
the  service  of  his  country  as  a  member  of  the  boys 
in  blue  of  Company  C,  Forty-ninth  Indiana  In- 
fantry', under  Col.  James  Keigwin.  He  served  for 
three  years  and  ten  months,  and  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Cumlterland  (iap.  Big  Creek  Gap, 
Vicksburg,  Champion  Hills,  Port  (iibson.  Jackson, 
Miss.,  and  the  Red  River  expedition.  In  1864  he 
re-enlisled  and  was  elected  Captain  of  his  old 
company,  in  which  position  he  served  until  hon- 
orably discliarged  at  the  close  of  the  war,  Septem- 
ber l;j,  186,5.  He  was  a  faithful  officer,  and  was 
ever  found  at  his  post  of  dut^',  valiantly  defend- 
ing the  Old  F"lag  and  the  cause  it  represented. 

When  the  war  was  over,  Mr.  Williams  re- 
turned to  Floyd  County,  Ind.,  and  after  two 
years  removed  to  Davie.ss  County,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  the  countj- of  his  nativity-, 
in  1867,  he  married  Miss  Martha,  ilaugliter  of 
Jacob  Miller.  They  became  tl\e  parents  of  one 
child,  OIlie,  who  was  born  A()ril  26,  1868,  and  who 
mairied  K.  C.  Lovejoy.  The}'  reside  in  Vergennes, 
and  have  two  children,  Ida  and  Carl.  Mrs.  Will- 
iams died  in  1869,  and  the  following  year  our 
subject  wedded  Marj-  E.  Palmer.  Four  children 
grace  this  union:  William,  born  July  31,  1873; 
Carl,  M.'iy  31,  187.0;  Cora,  June  13,  1877;  and  Ger- 
tie, M.arch  26,  1879. 

For  twelve  years  Mr.  Williams  resided  in  Knox 
Couiit.v,  III.,  and  then  came  to  Jackson  County  in 
1881.  Settling  in  De  Soto,  he  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising until  1884,  when  he  came  to  Vergennes, 
and  continued  in  the  same  line  of  business  until 
1886.  In  that  ^-ear  he  embarked  in  milling  in 
connection  with  Joshua  Palmer,  his  brother-in-law, 
and  together  lliev  own  and  operate  the  llouriiig 
and  saw  mill  of  this  place.  The^'  do  a  large  busi- 
ness, which  is  constantly  increasing,  and  well  de- 
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serve  the  liberal  patronage  which  is  accorded  them. 
They  also  engage  in  grain  dealing. 

Since  1865,  Mr.  Williams  has  been  connected 
with  the  Odd  Fellows'  society,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  Secretary  of  the  lodge  and  other  official 
positions.  He  votes  with  the  Republican  i)arty, 
but  has  never  sought  or  desired  political  prefer- 
ment for  himself,  although  since  1885  he  has  held 
the  office  of  Township  Clerk.  His  wife  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  both  are  prominent 
people  of  this  community.  They  occupj'  an  en- 
viable position  in  social  circles  and  have  tlie  warm 
regard  of  man}'  friends. 

T^S*"  ^fcC^°iv*'  "»^t«^  -^V-  '-t!^  no  ^7^  »-?rt^  -^Av  ..^S»  *^re^  "^A^ 


?)HOMAS  LICKISS.  All  honor  is  due  to  the 
noble  pioneers  of  Illinois,  who  braved  the 
^'  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  endured  many 
privations,  and  sacrificed  mucii  in  order  to  estab- 
lish homes  for  themselves  and  their  families.  It  is 
due  to  their  patient  and  persistent  labors  that  the 
growtii  and  prosperity  of  the  state  were  laid  upon 
enduring  foundations.  Some  of  these  men  have 
passed  from  the  scenes  of  their  earthl}'  labors  and 
live  only  in  tlie  affoclionale  remembrance  of  those 
who  recognize  their  indelitcdness  to  them. 

'J'he  events  in  the  life  of  Thomas  Lickiss,  em- 
braced in  the  period  extending  from  his  birth  in 
England,  in  July,  1811,  to  his  death  in  Randolph 
County,  March  28,  1878,  may  be  brieQy  recorded 
as  follows:  He  w.as  reared  to  manhood  in  his  na- 
tive phace,  and  was  a  young  man  of  twenty-three 
years  when  in  1834  he  came  to  America,  remain- 
ing in  this  country  about  eleven  j-ears.  Mean- 
time, he  visited  Mexico,  Canada  and  various  parts 
of  the  United  States.  Ho  then  returned  to  Eng- 
land, where  he  married  and  made  his  home  for 
four  years.  However,  he  was  not  content  to  re- 
main permanently  in  England,  and  accordingly 
wc  find  him  in  1849  again  in  the  United  States. 
The  same  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Steeleville, 
when;  he  afterward  resided. 

Having  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  in 
England,  Mr.  Lickiss  opened  a  shop  at  Steeleville, 
and  followed  that  occupation  until  compelled  by 
disability  to  give  it  up.     He  then  embarked  in  the 


mercantile  business,  and  conducted  a  flourishing 
and  profitable  trade  until  the  time  of  his  death. 
In  1845,  he  married  Miss  F^lizabetli  Denniss,  a  na- 
tive of  England,  whose  parents  lived  and  died  in 
that  countiy.  In  1879,  Mrs.  Lickiss  married  John, 
the  eldest  brother  of  her  late  husband,  and  he  con- 
tinued the  mercantile  business  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  November,  1879.  Since  tiiat 
time,  Mrs.  Lickiss  has  continued  the  business,  and 
notwitlistanding  the  fact  that  she  is  neaiing  her 
seventy-fourth  birthday,  she  is  quite  active,  and 
gives  her  personal  supervision  to  the  management 
of  the  store.  She  has  never  had  an}-  children  of 
her  own,  but  has  reared  three,  JIary  A.  Ford,  an 
orphan,  who  married  John  Sanders,  and  now  re- 
sides in  California;  Maud  May  Williamson,  wlio 
is  still  with  her.  and  Fred  Williamson,  whom  she 
cared  for  from  the  time  of  his  mother's  death 
until  his  father's  second  marriage. 

Although  Thomas  Lickiss  was  a  quiet,  unassum- 
ing man,  the  people  among  whom  he  dwell  held 
him  in  warm  regard,  as  they  always  found  in  iiim 
a  true  friend,  ever  considerate  and  pleasant  in  his 
manner,  and  they  had  a  high  opinion  of  his  per- 
sonal character,  knowing  him  to  be  a  man  of 
principle  and  sound  integrity.  In  his  religious 
preference  he,  with  his  wife,  was  a  Presb^teri.Tn, 
which  has  been  the  faith  of  the  famil}'  for  many 
generations. 


'-J— 


=^>-^<^^ 


'tt — !5!  LI    BECKLEY.     There  is  something  about 

^      the  life  of  a  prosiierous  and  popular  man 

i\ — ^.    very  pleasant    to    contemplate — something 


that  gives  encour.agement  to  those  seeking  to  make 
for  themselves  desirable  positions  in  life.  Such  an 
example  is  shown  in  the  career  of  Eli  Beckley,  who 
is  generally  conceded  to  deserve  unlimited  praise 
for  the  success  he  has  attained  and  for  the  strict 
integrity  of  his  business  transactions.  He  is  one 
of  the  largest  land-owners  in  Randolph  County, 
being  tiie  possessor  of  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
five  broad  acres  located  in  township  4,  range  5, 
which  he  operated  until  1893,  when  he  moved  into 
the  village  of  Coulterville. 

A  native  of  Staffordshire,  England,  our  subject 
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was  boin  October  25,  1827,  to  Daniel  and  Phoebe 

(Scliriven)  Beckley,  also  nativcsof  England,  where 
they  lived  and  died,  the  father  aged  eiglitj--four 
years,  and  the  mother  when  two  years  younger. 
They  reared  a  family  of  twelve  children,  nine  of 
whom  are  living,  but  only  two  make  their  home 
in  the  United  .States,  our  subject  and  his  brother 
Joshua,  who  is  also  a  resident  of  this  county. 

Eli,  of  this  sketch,  was  educated  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  England,  and  when  coming  to  Amer- 
ica, in  1854,  settled  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  where  he 
embarked  in  business  as  a  brewer.  Remaining 
there  for  nearly  four  years,  he  came  to  this  state 
in  1857,  and  located  within  half  a  mile  of  his  pres- 
ent home,  which  is  on  section  4,  township  4,  range 
5.  He  leased  ])ropertv  for  three  years  from  Alex- 
ander Dickey,  but  after  living  upon  it  two  years, 
gave  up  the  lease  and  moved  to  a  finely  improved 
.  farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty-five  acres,  for  which 
he  paid  12,700.  It  now  includes  seven  hundred  and 
forty-five  acres,  which,  under  his  careful  manage- 
ment, has  been  placed  under  excellent  cultivation, 
and  now  compares  favorably  with  any  other  estate 
in  the  county  in  point  of  tillage  and  improve- 
ment. 

Mr.  Beckley  has  crossed  the  Atlantic  twenty 
times  in  behalf  of  his  stock-raising  interests,  in 
which  branch  of  farming  he  began  in  1860.  He 
now  imports  Clydesdale  and  Eiiglishsliire  horses, 
of  which  he  has  the  exclusive  trade  in  this  local- 
ity. He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  flouring  mill  at 
Coulteryille,  owns  and  operates  the  Coullerville 
Creamery,  and  has  an  interest  in  another  establish- 
ment of  that  kind  near  Darmstadt,  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty, this  state.  He  likewise  publisiies  the  only  pa- 
per in  Coullerville,  and  is  looked  upon  as  one  of 
the  wealthy  and  inthiential  citizens  of  Randolph 
County. 

In  1854,  Mr.  Beckley  and  Miss  Mary  Kendrick, 
of  Worcestershire,  England,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. The  lady  became  the  mother  of  six  chil- 
dren, and  departed  this  life  in  1889.  Her  children 
were,  William  Henry.  Mary,  Abraham  L.,  Caroline, 
Pha'be  Ann  and  Lillie  Ann.  Our  subject  was 
again  married  in  November,  1892,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Sarah  Barber.  She  likewise  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  same  county  in  England, and  is  a  mem- 


ber of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Beckley  does 
all  that  he  can  to  advance  the  educational  inter- 
ests of  his  locality.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in 
politics,  and  possesses  those  pleasant  social  quali- 
ties which  have  made  for  him  a  host  of  warm 
friends,  who  delight  in  his  success. 


p>  ■■»*  m^mi 


JATHER  GERHARD  TOENNIES,  Assistant 
P.astor  of  St.  Andrew's  Catholic  Church  of 
Murphysboro,  was  born  in  Germantown, 
Clinton  County,  111.,  November  12,  1864.  His 
grandfather,  Gerhard  Toennies,  was  born  in  Ger- 
many, and  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  In  1849,  he 
came  with  his  wife  and  three  sons  to  America. 
One  son  had  crossed  the  previous  year,  locating  in 
Germantown.  The  grandparents  both  died  of 
cholera  on  the  trip  up  the  Mississippi  River.  He 
was  buried  on  the  banks  of  the  stream,  and  she 
was  laid  to  rest  in  St.  Louis. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Herman  Toennies, 
was  born  in  (Jerman3',  and  accompanied  his  par- 
ents to  the  New  World.  By  hard  labor,  he  at 
length  acquired  enough  capital  to  purchase  land, 
and  cleared  and  improved  a  farm  of  one  iiundred 
and  sixty  acres.  He  is  now  living  a  retired  life 
in  Clinton  County,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three 
years.  In  1891,  he  paid  a  visit  to  his  old  home  in 
the  Fatherland.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Ann  M.  Koebbe,  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  in  early  life  came  with  her  parents  to  the 
United  States.  She  died  September  9,  1874,  leav- 
ing a  family  of  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 

Eatlicr  Toennies,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  reaied  upon  the  home  farm,  and  worked  early 
and  late,  aiding  in  the  development  of  the  land. 
He  then  studied  for  a  year  and  a-half  with  Father 
William  Cluse,  now  Vicar-General  of  the  diocese, 
later  located  in  Germantown,  and  in  1883  en- 
tered Teutopolis  College,  graduating  from  the 
classical  course.  In  1887,  he  became  a  student  in 
St.  Francis'  .Seminary  in  Milwaukee,  pursuing  a 
course  in  philosophy'  and  theology,  and  was  gradu- 
ated in  1891.  He  was  ordained  a  priest  at  Ger- 
mantown in  St.  Boniface  Church,  .lune  24,  1891, 
by  Bishop  Jansen,  of  the  Belleville  diocese,  and 
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was  appointed  Assistant  Pastor  at  Murphysboro. 
On  the  13th  of  July  he  came  to  tiiis  place,  where 
he  has  since  eainestly  labored.  lie  is  also  Assist- 
ant Pastor  of  8t.  Elizabeth's  Church,  St.  Ann's 
Churcli  at  Rad villa,  St.  Gregory's  Church  at  Grand 
Tower,  and  the  church  at  Cartersviile.  In  1894  a 
house  of  worship  will  be  erected  at  the  last  named 
place. 

Father  Toennies  has  establislied  a  Latin  class  in 
the  schools  at  this  place.  He  is  a  highl}'  educated 
man,  and  is  indefatigable  in  his  efforts  to  advance 
the  interests  of  his  church. 


>«^'f^B^>^iW^B^V^.ta 


}        I        I        i       t  -V-^    . 


p^^  AVID  SCHEIN,  the  popular  and  eflicicnt 
Postmaster  of  Berksville,  and  one  of  its 
leading  merchants,  is  a  native  of  Germany, 
his  birtli  having  occurred  there  February 
6,  1850.  His  parents,  Andrew  and  Henrietta 
(.Jacoby)  Sehein,  were  also  born  in  the  same  coun- 
try, and  were  there  educated.  The  father  was  a 
machinist  of  Kempen,  and  was  a  very  industrious 
and  hard  working  man.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
were  members  of  the  Hebrew  Church.  They  have 
now  departed  this  life,  the  father's  death  having 
occurred  at  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  while 
his  wife  passed  away  at  the  age  of  seventh-four. 
They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  but 
onl3'  three  are  living,  Joseph,  Salo  and  David. 

Our  subject  acquired  a  good  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  P'atherland.  In  1866,  at  the 
age  of  sixteen  years,  he  came  with  his  brother, 
Salo,  to  this  country,  and  after  spending  about  a 
year  in  travel,  he  located  in  Berksville,  Monroe 
County,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  had 
had  some  business  experience  before  his  emigration 
to  the  New  World,  for  he  had  been  engaged  in 
clerking  in  the  Fatheiland.  After  arriving  here, 
he  engaged  in  clerking  for  six  years,  and  was  a 
trusted  employe,  ever  faithful  to  the  interests  of 
those  for  whom  he  woiked.  In  this  wa^,  through 
his  industry  and  economy,  he  acquired  some  capi- 
tal, which  in  1875  he  invested  in  a  business  of  his 
own.  Forming  a  partnership  with  Mr.  Ziebold, 
they  opened  a  general  store  in  Monroe  City,  and 
together  did  business  until   1877,  when   the    con- 


nection was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Sehein  opened  a 
store  of  his  own.  This  he  conducted  for  eleven 
years,  when  in  1888  he  sold  out  and  came  to 
Berksville,  opening  the  store  of  which  he  is  now 
proprietor. 

The  lady  who  hears  the  name  of  ^Irs.  Sehein 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Fimma  Lorentz.  She 
was  born  in  Iowa,  but  the  greater  part  of  her  girl- 
hood was  spent  in  this  county,  where  she  acquired 
a  good  education.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  is  an  estimable  lady,  who  has  many 
friends  throughout  the  community.  By  their 
union  were  born  eleven  children,  Ida  (the  wife  of 
Peter  Schneider),  Nelson,  Henry,  Julius,  Henrietta, 
George,  Phelona,  and  four  who  died  in  infancy. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Sehein  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  and  warinl^'  advocates  the  principles  of 
his  party.  He  has  served  as  School  Director,  was 
Justice  of  t'le  Peace  for  several  years,and  for  nine 
years  was  Postmaster  of  Monroe  City.  He  now 
holds  a  similar  position  in  Berksville,  and  is  a 
capable  and  efficient  otticcr.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Harigari  Lodge,  and  holds  membership  with 
the  Lutheran  Church.  He  commenced  life  for 
himself  without  a  dollar,  hut  he  is  an  excellent 
financier,  and  by  careful  attention  to  the  details 
of  his  business  and  by  well  directed  efforts,  he  has 
met  with  signal  success,  and  has  become  one  of 
the  substantial  citizens  of  the  community'. 


^-^ 
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f%,  ANIEL  M.  DOTY.  Though  several  years 
have  come  and  gone  since  this  gentleman 

''^  passed  away,  his  memory  as  a  sincere 
friend  and  loyal  citizen  is  still  as  fresh  in 
the  hearts  of  his  associates  as  in  the  days  gone  by 
and  will  bo  perpetuated  in  the  affection  and  regard 
of  posterity.  During  the  entire  period  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Jackson  County  he  displa3'ed  an  unceas- 
ing interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens 
and  did  all  in  his  [lOwer  to  advance  their  material 
prosperity'.  During  the  entiie  period  of  his  resi- 
dence in  Jackson  County,  he  displayed  an  unceas- 
ing interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  fellow-citizens 
and  did  all  in  his  power  to  advance  their  material 
prosperit}'.     Especially  was  he   intimately  associ- 
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ated  with  the  history  of  Vergennes  Township, 
which  for  a.  time  was  his  home,  and  in  wiiich  he 
achieved  iiis  iiigiiest  successes. 

A  native  of  .Lickson  County,  111.,  our  subject 
was  born  liere  January  29,  1834,  and  was  a  son  of 
AVilliani  Doty,  of  wliom  further  mention  is  made 
upon  anollier  page  of  this  volume.  In  his  youth 
he  received  such  advantages  as  were  offered  by 
the  neighboring  sciiools,  but  his  education  was 
laigely  secured  by  personal  investigation  and  pri- 
vate study.  From  childhood  days  he  was  inter- 
ested in  farming,  and  it  was  natural  liiat  upon 
choosing  a  life  occupation  he  selected  the  voca- 
tion of  an  agriculturist.  Succeeding  years  proved 
the  wisdom  of  his  choice. 

>.'ovember  18,  1863,  Jlr.  Doty  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Margaret  G.,  daughter  of 
Charles  and  .lane  (McMurray)  IJIacklock,  all  na- 
tives of  Scotland,  and  early  settlers  of  .lackson 
County,  having  come  liere  in  the  '60s.  She  is 
one  in  a  family-  of  four  surviving  children,  the 
others  being  David  A.,  who  lives  in  Levan  Town- 
ship, Jackson  County;  Thomas,  a  resident  of  Keo- 
kuk, Iowa;  and  Robert  B.,  of  Somerset  Township. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doty  became  the  parents  of  seven 
children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living,  viz.:  Charles 
JI.,  James  T.,  Agnes  and  Robert  B. 

At  the  age  of  about  fifty  years,  before  the  en- 
ergy of  manhood  had  become  enervated  by  the  in- 
firmities of  old  age,  Mr.  Doty  was  called  from 
earth.  His  demise  occurred  June  26,  1884,  and 
was  mourned  not  only  by  his  immediate  relatives, 
but  also  by  llie  people  throughout  the  county,  for 
he  was  a  kind  neighbor,  a  generous  and  self-sacri- 
ficing friend  and  capable  man.  While  he  had  not 
been  actively  identified  with  politics,  he  never- 
theless adliered  with  ardor  to  the  principles  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  never  lost  an  opportunity 
to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  nominees  of  that  political 
organization. 

So  successful  h.ad  Mr.  Doty  been  in  liis  agricult- 
ural pursuits  that  at  his  death  he  left  an  estate 
comprising  more  than  three  hundred  acres  of  land. 
Upon  this  homestead  his  widow  has  continued  to 
make  her  home,  superintending  the  management 
of  the  farm  with  such  skill  and  etlicienoy  that  its 
value  has  been  increased   by   the  addition  of  sub- 


stantial improvements.  In  her  religious  belief  she 
is  identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
to  which  she  contributes  systematicallj',  and  in 
the  work  of  which  she  is  actively  interested. 


^^  LEXANDER  CRISLER,  whose  sketch  we 
'''^JlM  now  have  the  pleasure  of  presenting,  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  and  was  born  in 
Rockwood  I'recinct  September  18,  18.51. 
Here  he  grew  to  man's  estate,  commencing  at  an 
earl3-  age  to  cultivate  the  soil  and  to  learn  the 
principles  of  successful  farming.  His  education  was 
limited,  but  his  natural  ability  and  fondness  for 
knowledge  can  more  than  atone  for  the  lack  of 
what  is  commonly  called  "schooling."  Mr.  Cris- 
ler  is  now  occupying  a  fine  estate  on  section  36, 
township  7,  range  6,  where  he  devotes  his  attention 
to  cultivating  the  soil. 

The  i)arents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Mary 
(Ilindman)  Crisler,  were  nativesof  Kentucky,  and 
came  to  this  county  previous  to  their  marriage, 
when  quite  young.  John  Crisler  was  a  blacksmith 
by  trade,  wliich  calling  he  followed  in  Rockwood 
until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in  1866.  Our 
subject  was  a  lad  of  fifteen  years  when  his  father 
died,  and  he  was  compelled  to  give  up  any  am- 
bition he  might  have  had  for  procuring  an  educa- 
tion, being  obliged  to  work  on  the  farm  and 
assist  iu  the  support  of  his  mother.  The  latter  de- 
parted this  life  in  1876. 

Our  subject  began  to  break  land  on  his  own  ac- 
count on  reaching  his  majority,  and  has  ever  since 
been  engaged  as  a  general  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Everything  about  his  estate  has  been  accomplish- 
ed by  arduous  toil,  and  is  now  under  a  fine  state 
of  cultivation.  He  was  married  in  1871  to  Miss 
Nancy  Lowr}',  and  they  have  become' the  parents 
of  eight  children,  two  of  whom  are  deceased.  John, 
Clemie,  James,  Edgar  and  Byrdare  living  at  home, 
and  Willis  is  residing  with  an  aunt  in  Chester. 

Mrs.  Crisler  was  the  daughter  of  Hugh  and 
Sarah  Lowiy,  who  were  residents  of  tiiis  county 
for  many  j^eai-s;  the  father  came  from  Ireland,  and 
the  mother  is  a  native  of  Alabama.     Our  subject's 
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wife  departed  this  life  May  16,  1886,  and  July  4, 
1888,  Mr.  Crisler  was  married  to  Margaret  Lowry, 
a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  To  them  has  been  born  a 
daugliter,  >Sadie,  wlio  is  three  ycais  old.  Mrs.  Cris- 
ler is  an  active  worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churcli. 

Mr.  Crisler,  until  a  few  j'ears  ago,  was  a  Liberal 
in  politics.  Now,  however,  he  easts  his  vote  for 
tiie  People's  party  candidates.  He  is  one  of  the 
most  public  spirited  and  progressive  men  in  this 
locality,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of  Springvale 
Lodge  No.  922,  F.  M.  B.  A.,  and  is  now  Chairman 
of  the  County  Assembly. 


^). 


^'^ 


[=_ 


[^~ 


^p^   JACOB  JOBB  i 

[|[  ,-—  of  Maeystown,' 
■^^i^    tlirougliout  the 


JACOB  JOBB  is  a  prominent  business  man 
,  widely  and  favorably  known 
the  coninninily,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  present  to  our  readers  this  record 
of  his  life.  A  native  of  Germany,  lie  was  born 
June  24.  1844, to  Lewis  and  Maggie  (Ilcinefourth) 
Jobb,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  coun- 
try. Tiiey  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
but  only  two  of  the  number  are  yet  living,  Cevilla 
and  Jacob.  The  parents  were  both  reared  and  ed- 
ucated in  the  Fatherland,  and  Mr.  Jobb  was  a 
very  well  informed  man.  By  trade  he  was  a 
weaver.  In  1854  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and 
country,  and  wi'h  his  famil}'  crossed  the  broad 
ocean  to  America.  He  at  once  went  to  Missouri, 
and  purchasing  forty  acres  of  land  in  Cape  Girar- 
deau County,  there  carried  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of 
fifty-six  years.  His  wife  survived  him  some  time, 
and  her  last  days  were  spent  in  Mae^^slown,  where 
she  departed  this  life  at  tlie  age  of  sixt^'-thrce.  The 
parents  were  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  were  highly  respected  people. 

Midst  play  and  work,  Mr.  Jobb  of  this  record 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyliood  and  youth.  He 
was  onl^'  ten  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  the 
emigration  to  the  New  World,  and  in  Missouri  he 
was  reared  and  educated.  He  became  familiar 
with  all  the  details  of  farm  life  and  aided  in  the 
labors  of  the  field  until  nineteen  j'ears  of  age, 
when  he  begau  learning  the  harness-maker's  trade, 


which  ho  followed  for  a  period  of  seven  years. 
In  1862  we  find  liim  among  tiie  defenders  of  tlie 
country,  for  he  had  joined  the  boj's  in  blue  of 
Company-  F,  Twenty-nintii  Missouri  Infantry. 
He  served  for  nineteen  months,  and  was  then 
honorably  discharged.  He  i)arlicipated  in  the 
battles  of  Corinth  and  Nashville,  and  was  mustered 
out  at  Kingston,  Ga. 

Mr.  Jobb  at  once  returned  to  his  home,  and  for 
some  years  past  has  resided  in  Maeystown,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  business  as  a  harness  maker  and 
dealer.  He  has  followed  his  trade  throughout 
life,  and  now  receives  from  the  public  a  liberal 
patronage,  which  he  well  deserves,  for  he  carries  a 
full  and  complete  stock  and  earnestly  desires  to 
please  his  customers.  Straightforward  dealing  has 
ever  characterized  his  business  career  and  undoubt- 
edly has  been  an  important  factor  in  his  success. 
In  1868  Mr.  Jobb  married  Elizabeth  Altes,  who 
died  leaving  one  son,  Albert  In  1873,  Mr. 
Jobb  married  Gertrude  Dillenberger,  a  native  of 
Monroe  County,  and  a  highly  educated  and  re- 
fined lady.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with  a 
family  of  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  yet  living, 
and  are  still  under  the  parental  roof,  namely: 
Katie,  Jacob,  Lizzie,  George  and  Clara.  The  chil- 
dren have  been  provided  with  good  educational 
privileges,  and  are  thus  fitted  for  the  practical  and 
responsible  duties  of  life.  The  parents  are  both 
prominent  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  Jobb  formerly  held  the  office  of  Treas- 
urer. In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  who 
warmly  advocates  the  principles  of  his  party. 
Socially,  he  is  connected  with  Maeystown  Lodge 
No.  3809,  K.  H.,  of  Maeystown.  A  man  of  ster- 
ling worth  and  strict  integrity,  he  has  won  the  con- 
fidence and  hisfh  regard  of  all  who  know  him. 


^i^^«=r'^;«c^!«*'  ^K^  ::9?frO 


•  VI^*  ^JilA.  V.'A*  ^at*^  ^.'«* 
-"^c^  -;l^»  ^si*-  -»k*  -TK^ 


|Z_„^ENRY  E.  EBBRECHT.  The  simple  record 
'''"^  of  an  honorable  life  is  the  best  monument 
that  can  be  reared  to  any  citizen,  and  we 
shall  therefore  not  attempt  to  enlarge 
upon  the  history  of  the  gentleman  above  named, 
who  was  one  of  Chester's  most  reputable  residents. 
He  was  called  from  this  life  in  the  prime  of  man- 
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bood,  February  11,  1893.  His  birth  occurred  No- 
vember 4,  1862.  ill  this  city.  His  parents  were 
Henry  and  Carrio  (Sclirader)  Eblireciit,  natives  of 
(iermany,  who  came  to  this  country  wlien  quite 
3'oung,  and  were  married  in  Chester.  Five  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  couple,  all  dying  in  in- 
fancy with  the  exception  of  our  subject,  who  was 
the  youngest  in  order  of  birth. 

Our  subject  received  a  fair  education,  attending 
tlie  Chester  schools  until  reaching  his  fourteenth 
year,  when  he  commenced  to  work  with  his  uncle, 
Krnesl  Schiader,  learning  the  trade  of  a  barber, 
and  cdiitinuing  at  it  for  a  period  of  three  years. 
AVhen  but  a  child  of  three  j'ears  he  lost  his  mother 
by  death  and  was  reared  by  an  aunt,  Mrs.  Wolf, 
until  entering  the  aUive  business,  when  he  lived 
with  Ills  uncle.  After  leaving  his  uncle,  he  em- 
burked  in  the  business  on  his  own  account  at 
Ruena  Vista,  now  a  i)art  of  Chester,  and  by  his  dili- 
gence and  perseverance  soon  had  a  large  trade. 
In  1890  he  added  a  stock  of  jewelry,  which  in- 
creased his  business  greatly-. 

August  12,  1885,  Mr.  Ebbrecht  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Annie  Boeger,  a  daughter  of 
Fred  C.  and  Minnie  (Koeler)  Boeger.  The  father 
came  to  the  United  .States  from  Germany  when 
but  eighteen  years  old  and  followed  cabinet  mak- 
ing, continuing  thus  engaged  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  Chester  in  1887.  In  the  mean- 
time he  purchased  a  furniture  store,  which  at  the 
time  of  his  demise  was  the  leading  store  of  the 
kind  in  Chester.  His  good  wife,  who  came  to  this 
country  when  thirty  years  of  age,  was  here  mar- 
ried and  is  yet  living,  aged  fifty-nine  years.  Mr. 
and  Mi's.  Ebbrecht  had  one  child,  Lillie.  She  was 
born  ,Iuly  30,  188G,  and  is  now  a  student  at  the 
Lutheran  school. 

Jul}'  2,  1889,thegood  wife  and  mother  died,  and 
September  27,  1892,  Mr.  Ebbrecht  was  married  to 
Emma  Boeger,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife.  Four 
months  after  this  event,  our  subject  was  called  to 
the  land  beyond,  mounicd  and  respected  by  his 
many  friends  and  ac<iuaintaiices.  In  |x)liticslie  was 
a  Democrat,  working  for  his  party  whenever  oppor- 
tunity offered,  although  never  aspiring  to  public 
duties.  He  and  his  wife  were  devoted  members 
of  the   Lutheran   Church,  the  latter  still  being  an 


active  worker  in  that  denomination.  Mrs.  Eb- 
brecht for  awhile  carried  on  her  husband's  jewelry 
business  alone,  but  recently  sold  it.  She  commands 
the  respect  of  all  with  whom  she  conies  in  contact. 


■OC^•^••^••^•^^•^••^••i•^^^••i••^•^^^^^^t•^i^^^••^^^•^^^M••{^^I^x> 

'  O  H  N  M.  C  R  I  S  L  E  R  was  for  many  years 
prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural 
interests  of  Ran<k)lph  County,  and  his  tine 
farm,  located  on  section  36,  township  6, 
range  7,  is  supplied  with  substantial  improvements, 
including  neat  and  commodious  buildings,  and  is 
in  every  respect  well  improved  and  well  managed. 

Our  subject  was  born  near  Chester,  this  count}', 
.Tanuary  6,  1823,  and  is  a  son  of  Silas  and-  Mary 
(Shafer)  Crisler.  The  parents  were  natives  of 
Boone  County,  K}-.,  and  came  to  Illinois  after 
marri.age,  remaining  here  the  rest  of  their  days. 
Our  subject  enjoj-ed  onl}'  limited  opportunities 
for  an  education,  but  studied  in  the  subscription 
schools  of  his  native  township.  Aiding  his  father 
in  the  care  of  the  home  farm  until  his  death,  he 
then  carried  it  on  alone.  When  he  was  twenty- 
nine  years  old,  he  bought  land  of  his  own,  which 
he  carried  on  from  then  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  the  22d  of  December,  1885.  His  fine 
farm  was  made  up  of  two  hundred  and  twentj^ 
acres,  which  is  a  well  improved  tract,  bearing  a 
complete  line  of  substantial  buildings.  The  fertile 
acreage  yiehls  various  grains  and  is  a  source  of  a 
sufficient  income  to  surround  the  family  with  the 
comforts  and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  1855,  John  M.  Crisler 
was  married  to  Eliza  (Dean)  Cowan,  a  daughter 
of  Obediali  and  Martha  (Van  Buren)  Dean,  natives 
of  Maine  and  New  York,  respectively.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  four  children  were  born.  Cecelia, 
who  married  .John  A.  Maxwell,  lives  in  this  coun- 
ty; EtHe  and  Inez  (twins)  are  next  in  order.  The 
former  was  struck  with  palsy  when  a  child  and  has 
been  a  cripple  eversince.  Inez  is  the  wifeof  Joseph 
Harris  and  lives  near  Chester.  Gelo,  the  only  son,  is 
j'etat  home.  The  good  mother  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  is  now  seventy-one  years 
of  age.  She  is  hale  and  hearty  and  bids  fair  to  live 
for  many  years.  She  was  the  widow  of  John  Cowan 
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wlien  she  became  the  wife  of  our  subject,  and  by 
that  marriage  bore  iier  husband  two  children: 
Charles  Dean,  who  married  Florence  Fowler,  and 
Sarah,  who  is  the  wife  of  Robert  McNabney. 

In  politics  Mr.  Crisler  was  always  in  favor  of 
the  Repuljlican  ])latform.  He  was  a  quiet,  unas- 
suming man,  who  by  his  correct  mode  of  living 
gained  the  respect  of  all  witli  wliom  he  had  to  do. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  he  had  accumulated  a 
goodly  portion  of  tliis  world's  goods  and  was  en- 
abled to  leave  liis  widow  and  children  a  comforta- 
ble home. 

■  S  ■  ^^^4  '  ?  • 

HARLES  VESPER.  This  name  will  be  rec- 
ognized by  many  of  our  readers  as  that  of 
a  gentleman  who  has  been  a  resident  of 
Steeleville  for  more  than  twenty  years,  and  who 
has  also  been  a  potent  factor  in  the  development 
of  the  interests  of  this  section  of  the  country.  A 
native  of  Germany,  Mr.  Vesper  was  born  October 
2,  1841,  and  is  the  eighth  in  order  of  birth  among 
nine  children  comprising  the  family  of  William 
and  Louisa  (Bergmann)  Vesper,  both  of  whom 
spent  their  entire  lives  in  Germany. 

In  the  excellent  schools  of  his  native  land,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  practical  educa- 
tion, and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  commenced 
to  work  at  an  ore  furnace,  continuing  thus  en- 
gaged for  three  years.  Afterward  he  was  employ- 
ed in  a  coal  mine  until  1866,  when  he  left  his  na- 
tive countrj',  and  embarking  on  a  ste.amship  cross- 
ed the  ocean  to  America.  For  two  years  after 
coming  to  the  United  States,  he  worked  in  the 
mines  in  Pennsylvania,  after  which  he  came  west 
to  Indiana  and  was  employed  in  the  mines  in 
Daviess  County  for  two  years. 

F"rora  Indiana,  Mr.  Vesper  removed  to  Illinois, 
and  stayed  in  Murphysboro  until  1873,  when  he 
located  in  Steeleville,  and  has  since  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  place.  For  ten  3'ears  he  engaged  in  the 
retail  liquor  trade,  and  then  entered  the  mercantile 
business,  following  that  exclusivel3'  for  four  years. 
He  then  entered  the  mines  again,  and  still  con- 
tinues thus  engaged,  but  also  carries  on  a  profitable 
mercantile  trndc. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.   Vesper  occurred  January 


28,  1868,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Caroline,  a 
daughter  of  Randell  and  Sarah  (Palmer)  Delk.  na- 
tives of  Xorth  and  South  Carolina,  respectively, 
who  came  to  Indiana  when  quite  young  and  there 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death.  Of  this  union 
there  have  been  born  eight  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are, Christina,  who 
married  John  Gravener,  and  lives  in  Steeleville; 
Mary,  the  wife  of  John  Thomas,  a  resident  of 
Steeleville;  Emma,  Lydia,  Gracie  and  Carrie,  who 
are  at  home.  The  daughters  have  all  received  ex- 
cellent educations  and  are  accomplished  and  popu- 
lar young  ladies. 

Since  coming  to  this  countrj',  Mr.  Vesper  h.as 
been  a  careful  student  of  its  political  institutions, 
and  as  a  result  of  his  investigations  and  observa- 
tions gives  to  the  Democratic  parly  his  steadfast 
support.  He  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for  office, 
pieferring  to  devote  his  time  to  the  conduct  of 
his  business  and  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a 
private  citizen.  He  was  reared  in  the  faith  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  for  which  he  entertains 
a  preference.  Mrs.  Vesper  is  a  member  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  is  active  in  the  work  of  that 
denomination. 


t=i 


$+^[ 


S} 


i  ^iiIRD  W.  HINDMAN,  although  quite  young, 
'  has  been  for  some  time  identified  with  the 
agricultural  interests  of  Randolph  County, 
and  has  become  quite  well  known  as  an  en- 
terprising and  prosperous  man.  His  present  resi- 
dence is  on  section  34,  township  7,  range  6,  and 
his  estate  comprises  sixty  acres,  which  are  under 
excellent  tillage  and  bear  numerous  improvements. 
The  dwelling  and  accompanying  outbuildings  are 
well  built  and  are  sufficiently  commodious  for  the 
purposes  for  which  they  are  designed,  and  include 
whatever  will  add  to  the  convenience  in  carrying 
on  a  first-class  farm. 

Bird  Hindman  was  born  Februarj'  27,  1866,  five 
miles  east  of  Chester,  and  is  the  youngest  child 
born  to  James  H.  and  Sarah  (Johnson)  Hindman. 
His  father,  who  was  also  a  native  of  this  countj', 
lived  here  during  his  entire  life,  and  was  one  of 
the  leading  agriculturists  of  this  section.     He  de- 
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parted  this  life  November  15,  1891.  and  was  pre- 
ceded to  tbe  better  land  by  his  good  wife,  who 
died  in  1889.  The  paternal  giandfallici-  of  our 
subject  was  Samuel  Ilindman,  wlio  uaino  from  Ire- 
land to  America  in  an  early  day,  and  lived  and 
died  in  Illinois. 

Our  subject  enjoyed  only  limited  opportunities 
for  obtaining  an  education,  studying  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  near  his  homo.  Aiding  his  father  in 
the  cjire  of  his  farm,  and  energeticall3'  sharing  the 
toil  during  the  seed  time  and  harvest,  he  gained  a 
thoroughly  practical  knowledge  of  the  pursuit-of 
agriculture,  and  was  well  fitted  to  carry  on  an 
estate  of  his  own.  He  remained  at  home,  aiding 
in  cultivating  the  home  farm,  until  reaching  his 
twenly-liftli  year,  since  which  time  he  has  been 
classed  among  the  leading  j'oung  farmers  of  this 
county. 

In  .luly,  18!)  1,  Mr.  Ilindnian  and  Miss  Nancy  A., 
daugliter  of  Stephen  and  C'allie  (Watson)  Kenni- 
son  were  united  in  marriage.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a  daughter,  who  bears 
the  name  of  Bertha  May.  Mrs.  Ilindman,  who  is 
a  most  estimable  lady,  is  a  member  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Churcii.  Our  subject  is  a  stanch 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  at  the  present  time 
acceptably  filling  the  office  of  School  Director  in 
his  district. 

• ^^^^P • 

AVID  STAINROOK  BOOTH,  M.  D.,  was 

for  many  years  one  of  the  most  prominent 
physicians  of  Randolph  County,  and  at  his 
death  his  profession  was  deprived  of  one 
of  its  noblest  representatives,  and  the  citizenship 
of  the  C()mm\inity  sufTered  a  sad  loss.  Dr.  Booth 
was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  .lune  30,  1828,  and 
departed  this  life  at  Belleville,  111.,  September  10, 
1892,  aged  sixty-four  years. 

Dr.  .John  .1.  15ootli,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  born  and  educated  in  the  Quaker  Cit}-,  and 
there  practiced  medicine  until  1845,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Fredericktowii,  Mo.  Our  subject,  who 
was  at  that  time  attending  the  high  school  in 
Philadelphia,  remained  in  that  city,  and  after 
completing  his  studies,  was,  by  the  instruction  of 
bis  father,  bound  as  an  apprentice  to  le^irn  the 
10 


drug  business.  During  the  last  year  of  his  appren- 
ticeship he  attended  a  course  of  lectures  at  the 
Jeflfeison  Medical  College,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1819  joined  his  parents  in  Fredericktowii,  Mo. 
There  he  commenced  the  systematic  study  of  med- 
icine under  the  tutelage  of  his  father,  and  attended 
the  St.  Louis  Medical  College  during  the  session 
of  1849-,')().  The  following  two  years  he  taught 
school,  employing  the  leisure  moments  in  reading 
medicine.  In  18.52  he  removed  to  southwestern 
Missouri,  and  in  .Jasper  County  taught  school  and 
at  the  same  time  |)racticed  medicine. 

Dr.  Booth  later  removed  to  Newton  County, 
that  state,  and  on  a  petition  of  the  citizens  of 
^McDonald  County,  they  guaranteeing  a  certain 
amount  of  practice,  he  went  to  Enterprise,  in  the 
above  county,  and  there  remained  until  the  out- 
break of  the  war.  During  the  winter  of  1859-60 
lie  attended  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated.  As  the  peo- 
ple in  Enterprise,  which  was  his  home  at  that  time, 
were  strongly  in  sympathy  with  the  south,  the 
Doctor,  who  was  a  stanch  Union  man,  was  made 
very  uncomfortable,  and  after  the  election  of  Lin- 
coln, in  1860,  he  desired  to  change  his  location,  but 
having  accumulated  considerable  property,  he  did 
not  like  to  lose  it,  so  he  remained  there  until  the 
Confederate  forces  occupied  the  country.  Having 
gained  a  wide  reputation  as  a  fine  surgeon,  he  re- 
ceived intimation  that  his  services  were  needed  and 
was  requested  to  accompany  the  rebels,  which  he 
found  best  to  do  quietly,  and  assisted  in  attending 
to  the  wounded  during  the  battle  of  Wilson's 
Creek.  After  that  conflict  he  returned  home  and 
at  once  made  preparation  for  leaving,  which  he 
did  on  horseback  after  night,  and  by  knowing  the 
lay  of  the  land,  he  was  able  to  keep  clear  of  the 
Confederate  array. 

After  reaching  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Dr.  Booth  re- 
ceived such  a  cold  reception  from  his  old  ac- 
quaintances that  he  went  on  to  Philadelphia  and 
occupied  his  time  in  attending  lectures  at  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  He  passed  the  ex- 
amination, and  was  mustered  into  the  service  of 
the  Union  army  as  Active  Assistant  Surgeon  of 
the  Mississippi  Marine  Brigade.  It  was  his  inlen- 
tjoD  to  work  bis  way  back  to  Missouri  and  rescue 
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his  family,  whom  he  had  been  compelled  to  leave 
beliind.  While  ia  that,  branch  of  the  service  he 
was  stationed  on  board  the  "Monarch,"  later  on 
the  '"Switzerland,"  and  for  some  time  had  charj^e 
of  the  small-pox  hospital.  At  the  time  the  "Queen 
of  the  West"  was  ordered  to  run  b^'  Vicksburg 
Dr.  Booth  was  assigned  to  duty  as  the  medical 
ofHcer  on  that  vessel,  which  passed  Vicksburg  on 
the  morning  of  February  2,  1863.  He  was  later 
captured  on  the  Red  River,  on  the  evening  of  the 
14th  of  that  month,  his  boat  having  run  aground 
on  a  sand  bar  opposite  Ft.  Taylor,  and  before  she 
could  be  released,  was  disabled  by  the  guns  of  the 
enemy.  All  tiie  officers  and  most  of  the  crew  on 
board  escaped  on  cotton  bales  and  in  the  small 
boats  to  a  place  not  far  distant.  Soon  after  his  cap- 
ture there  was  an  exchange  of  prisoners,  and  the 
Doctor  and  the  men  who  were  with  him  were  sent 
to  New  Orleans,  thence  to  New  York,  and  from 
there  to  the  Philadelpliia  Navy  Yard.  While  in 
the  latter  place,  he  employed  his  time  in  visiting 
the  hospitals,  and  in  August  he  was  ordered  to 
report  at  tlie  New  York  Navy  Yard,  where  he  was 
given  charge  of  a  train  load  of  exchange  prisoners 
bound  for  St.  Louis. 

In  the  meantime  Dr.  Booth  had  not  been  able  to 
gain  any  definite  news  from  his  famil}-,  who  were 
within  the  Confederate  lines.  Anxiety  on  their 
account  caused  him  to  resign  his  position  as  Sur- 
geon, which  was  accepted  the  following  October. 
While  waiting  in  St.  Louis,  endeavoring  to  get  an 
escort  from  the  nearest  point  of  Union  forces  to 
where  his  family  was  located,  a  vacancy  occurred 
in  the  hospital  at  Springfield,  Mo.,  and  he  was 
offered  the  position  by  the  medical  director  of  the 
department.  He  accepted,  as  it  took  him  within 
a  short  distance  of  his  family,  and  very  soon  after 
entering  on  his  duties  at  Springfield  he  secured  an 
escort  and  was  enabled  to  bring  his  family  into 
the  Union  lines,  after  having  been  separated  from 
them  for  more  than  two  years.  He  held  the  above 
position  until  July,  1864,  when  be  resigned,  and 
locating  in  Sparta,  this  county,  remained  in  active 
practice  here  until  September  1,  1889.  He  then 
removed  to  Belleville,  where  his  decease  occurred. 

January  27,  1850,  Dr.  David  S.  Booth  married 
Miss  Cynthia  Grounds,  and  to  them  were  born  the 


following  six  children:  Mary  (deceased),  Sarah, 
David,  Frances,  Josephine,  and  John  J.,  who  is  now 
deceased.  Mary  was  the  wife  of  James  E.  Jordan, 
and  at  her  decease  left  a  son,  Edward,  who  was 
reared  b^-  our  subject;  Sarah  married  Dr.  Jerome 
Tliompson,  of  Morrisonville,  this  state;  David  is 
tlie  assistant  of  Dr.  C.  H.  Hughes,  who  holds  tiie 
ciiair  of  nervous  diseases  in  the  Barnes  Medical 
College  of  St.  Louis.  He  is  a  graduate  of  the  St. 
Louis  Medical  College,  and  married  a  Miss  AVest. 
Frances,  the  wife  of  William  Burnett,  makes  her 
home  in  Ottumwa,  Iowa.  Josephine  is  the  wife  of 
James  Sproul,  Jr.,and  is  residing  in  Si)arta. 

In  his  political  relations  Dr.  Booth  was  a  strong 
Republican,  and  socially  was  a  prominent  Ma- 
son and  Knight  Templar.  In  religious  affairs 
he  was  an  active  member  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  He  was  a  man  of  exemplary  habits,  and  was 
so  thoroughly  devoted  to  his  chosen  calling  that 
few  knew  him  outside  of  his  professional  life.  He 
was  enthusiastic  in  everything  that  would  add  to 
his  knowledge  as  a  physician  and  promote  the 
science  of  medicine.  He  was  prominently  identi- 
fied with  the  Southern  Illinois  Medical  Associa- 
tion, of  which  he  had  been  President;  also  the 
Illinois  State  Medical  Society,  in  which  he  occu- 
pied the  same  position.  He  was  also  a  member  of 
the  American,  the  Mississippi  Valley  and  the  St. 
Clair  County  Associations. 


M 


|OHN  P.  McCLURKEN  is  a  bright,  intelli- 
gent young  writer,  who  is  making  the  C'oul- 
terville  Republican  a  wide  awake  and  well 
managed  newspaper.  lie  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  111.,  and  is  the  son  of  William 
McClurken,  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1828.  The  father  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  removal  to  this  state  in  1833, 
and  settled  in  Washington  County,  where  he  grew 
to  man 's  estate,  and  where  his  father  was  the  owner 
of  a  large  tract  of  land. 

Miss  Mary  Cherry,  as  the  mother  of  our  subject 
was  known  in  maidenhood,  is  a  native  of  Randolph 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  the  late  George 
Cherry,  a  pioneer  of  this  seQlion.  Here  she  was  inar- 
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ried  to  AVilliam  McClnrken,  and  soon  afterward 
tliey  removed  to  Wasliiiif^ton  County,  this  state, 
wliere  tliey  were  residing  at  the  time  of  the  father's 
decease,  in  the  fall  of  18G1.  The  mother  is  still 
living  (1894)  and  has  attained  the  age  of  sixty- 
two.  Tlieir  family  consists  of  two  living  children, 
our  subject  and  Maggie  K.,  Mrs.  James  Torrens,  of 
Washington  County.  The  parents  were  members 
of  the  Covenanter  Church,  in  wiiich  body  they 
were  active  workers. 

Our  subject  was  born  September  26,  1854,  in 
this  state,  and  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until 
sixteen  years  of  age.  Then  with  his  mother  and 
sister  he  went  to  Colorado  with  the  St.  Louis  West- 
ern Colon3%  of  which  their  pastor.  Rev.  A.  C.  Todd, 
was  President.  While  iu  that  state  he  worked  in 
the  Evans'  Journal  ottiee.  After  a  sojourn  of  two 
3"ears  in  the  west,  he  returned  home,  and  for  a  few 
years  gave  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the 
completion  of  his  education,  attending  successively 
Geneva  College,  at  North  wood,  Ohio;  Monmouth 
College,  this  stale;  the  Northern  Normal  and  the 
Valparaiso  Normal,  in  Indi'ina,  thus  fitting  himself 
to  occupy  any  position  in  life.  Afterward  he 
taught  School  for  five  years,  and  on  July  4,  1891, 
he  became  the  editorand  manager  of  the  Republican, 
in  Coulterville,  which  he  is  conducting  very  suc- 
cessfullj'.  The  paper  is  non-partisan  in  politics, 
and  since  Mr.  McClurken  has  had  charge  of  it,  the 
list  of  subscribers  has  been  largely  increased.  Our 
subject  is  a  member  of  the  Covenanter  Church,  and 
is  an  Elder  of  the  congregation  at  Oakdale,  and 
also  takes  an  active  part  in   Sunday-school   work. 


?^!g-3i^g»-gi^-aie-ag  S!g  ae  at£ 


,«=^<il"IRE  WILLIAM   M.  WILSON,  a  promi- 

^^^    nent  resident  of  Baldwin,  and  an  honored 

Vi^2l'  P'*^"*^''''   ^^^    Randolph    Count}',  was   born 

wliere  the  town  of  Baldwin  now  stands  in 

1841,  and  is  the  eldest  child  of  James  and  Jennie 

(McBride)  Wilson,  botli  of  whom  were  natives  of 

this   county.     The   father  was    born  about  1820. 

and  was  a  son  of  George  and  Susanna  (Anderson) 

Wilson,  who  came  to  Illinois  from  the  Abbeyville 

District  in  South  Carolina.     The  grandmother  was 

a  native  of  Nova  Scotia,  and   they  were  among 


the  earliest  settlers  of  this  community.  The  fam- 
ily lived  for  some  time  in  the  old  fort,  which  was 
erected  for  protection  against  the  Indians  by  the 
old  settlers. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools  and  afterward  turned 
his  attention  to  farming,  to  which  pursuit  he  had 
been  reared.  He  was  a  successful  agriculturist 
and  his  land  was  highly  improved.  The  town  of 
Baldwin  was  established  on  pai-t  of  his  father's 
farm,  and  Mr.  Wilson  then  embarked  in  merchan- 
dising at  tiiat  place,  carrying  on  operations  along 
that  line  for  a  period  of  five  years.  • 

In  1864,  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ellen  Been,  and  to  them  has  been  born 
a  familj'  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing: Leonard;  Jennie,  wife  of  M.  J.  Delaney;  Mag- 
gie; Martin  and  Ella.  The  family  are  all  faithful 
and  consistent  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  take  an  active  part  in  its  work,  and  also  in 
charitable  and  benevolent  enterprises.  The  father 
and  sons  are  stanch  supporters  of  the  Democratic 
party. 

In  the  year  1873,  Mr.  Wilson  was  elected  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace,  and  each  succeeding  re-election 
has  found  him  the  people's  choice  for  that  office. 
About  1869,  he  was  elected  Town  Treasurer,  and 
is  still  filling  that  position.  He  devotes  his  entire 
lime  and  attention  to  his  official  duties,  and  his 
promptness  and  fidelity  have  not  only  caused  his 
long  retention  in  office,  but  have  won  him  the  high 
commendation  of  all  and  have  gained  him  the  con- 
fidence and  good  will  of  those  with  whom  he  has 
been  brought  in  contact.  Socially,  he  is  connected 
with  the  Odd  Fellows'  society.  He  is  a  man  of 
sterling  worth  and  strict  integrity,  and  a  well  s[)ent 
life  has  won  him  universal  esteem. 

Warren  N.  Wilson,  a  brother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  on  the  present  site  of  the  town  of  Baldwin 
in  1857,  ami  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  coun- 
ty of  his  nativity.  In  fact,  he  has  known  no  other 
liome.  His  early  education,  acquired  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  was  supplemented  by  a  course  in 
Shurtleff  College,  of  Upper  Alton,  which  heentered 
in  1871,  there  pursuing  his  studies  for  two  years. 
Later  he  took  up  the  study  of  law,  and  after  a 
thorough  preparation  for  that  profession    he  was 
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admitted  to  the  Bar  in  Chester,  in  1877,  and  has 
since  successfully  engaged  in  practice  in  the  courts 
of  this  county.  He  is  well  read  in  his  profession, 
and  is  rapidly  winning  liis  way  to  the  front  rank 
among  leading  practitioners  of  this  part  of  the 
state.  He  is  a  supporter  of  the  principles  of  the 
Democracy,  and  for  six  years  lie  ably  served  in  the 
oflSce  of  Master  in  Chancery.  He  is  now  serving 
his  eighth  year  as  Judge  of  the  County  Court, 
having  been  elected  for  two  terms  of  four  years 
each. 

Warren  N.  Wilson  was  married  in  December, 
1878,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Helen 
Crittenden,  whose  fatlier  located  in  Chester  among 
the  early  settlers  of  the  county.  Both  our  subject 
and  his  wife  are  faithful  members  of  tlie  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  in  social  circles  they  rank  high, 
for  the  Wilson  family  is  numbered  among  the  old- 
est and  best  families  of  the  county,  and  the  his- 
tory of  this  comraunit}'  would  be  incomplete  with- 
out mention  of  tliem. 


f  SAAC  MONTGOMERY.  In  every  department 
of   activity,   Steeleville   has    its    leading   em- 

i  porium,  and  unquestionably  the  mercantile 
establishment  owned  and  managed  by  Mr.  Mont- 
gomery should  be  ranked  with  the  best  of  its  kind. 
Since  coming  to  this  place  in  1887.  he  has  identi- 
fied himself  closely  with  the  business  interests  of 
the  town  and  count}',  and  is  universally  recognized 
as  a  man  of  superior  executive  ability  and  excel- 
lent judgment. 

A  native  of  Indiana,  Mr.  Montgomery  was  born 
in  Gibson  County,  Februar}-  26,  1823.  and  is  a  son 
of  Thomas  and  Catherine  (Teel)  Montgomery. 
The  maternal  ancestors  were  originally  from  Ten- 
nessee, The  grandfather  came  from  Perthshire, 
Scotland,  and  settled  in  Culpeper  Court  House, 
Va.  He  took  part  with  the  Colonies  in  the  Revo- 
lutionary War.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
with  General  Harrison  in  the  War  of  1812,  in  the 
west  against  the  Indians.  He  w.asborn  in  Culpeper 
Conrt  House,  Va.,  removing  thence  to  the  north, 
and  in  an  early  da\-  settled  in  Indiana,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  death.     Having  located 


in  that  state  during  the  pioneer  days,  tlie  family 
experienced  all  the  hardships  and  privations  in- 
cident to  life  upon  the  frontier,  and  the  ciiildien 
enjoyed  limited  advantages,  their  time  being  de- 
voted to  the  labor  of  clearing  and  cultivating  the 
land. 

Amid  such  surroundings,  it  is  needless  to  saj' 
that  the  subject  of  this  sketch  liad  few  opportuni- 
ties to  attend  school,  nor  did  he  enjoy  the  many 
other  advantages  which  the  girls  and  boys  of  this 
generation  consider  a  necessity.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  three  months'  attendance  at  school,  his  time 
was  devoted  to  farm  work,  and  he  early  acquired 
familiarity  with  agricultural  pursuits.  His  father 
dying  when  he  was  a  youth  of  eighteen,  he  and 
his  brothers  afterward  took  charge  of  the  farm, 
which  they  operated  for  a  number  of  j-eais. 

In  1845,  Mr.  Montgomer}'  disposed  of  his  inter- 
ests in  Gibson  County  and  removed  to  Franklin 
Countj',  111.,  and  purchasing  land  near  Benton,  en- 
gaged in  farming  there  for  a  period  of  thirty-five 
years.  During  that  time  he  accumulated  a  com- 
fortable fortune,  and  also  became  well  known  as  a 
man  of  integrity,  energy  and  progressive  spirit. 
As  above  stated,  he  came  to  Steeleville  in  1887, 
and  embarked  in  the  mercantile  business,  in  which 
he  has  since  been  actively  engaged.  Thougii  now 
somewhat  advanced  in  years,  his  mental  faculties 
are  as  keen  as  when  in  life's  prime,  and  his  health 
is  unimijaired. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Montgomery  occurred 
in  1845,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Elizabeth,  daugli- 
ter  of  Jackson  Armstrong,  of  Gibson  County,  Ind. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jlontgomeiy  became  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  six  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  W. 
P.  married  Miss  Eva  Naylor,  and  is  a  postal  clerk 
of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad;  Louisa,  the  widow 
of  John  McCasiand,  resides  in  Ashland,  Kan.; 
Henry  married  Bessie  Orshorne,  and  resides  in  No 
Man's  Land;  Maiy  is  the  wife  of  Simeon  Allmon, 
and  resides  at  Benton,  111.;  and  Jolin  is  now  a 
student  in  Ewing  College.  October  23,  1887,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Montgomery  passed  aw.aj-. 

August  21,  1888,  Mr.  Montgomery  married  Mrs. 
Annie  (Br.ashear)  Courtney,  the  daughter  of  John 
W.  and  Mary  G.  (Spencer)  Brashear,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,    In    their   religious   couneclions,  Mr.  and 
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]Mrs.  Montgomery  arc  iiifmbors  of  the  Mis.sionnry 
liiiplist  Churcli.  In  national  affairs  lie  is  a  Repub- 
lican, but  in  local  matters  he  is  conservative,  vot- 
ing for  the  candidate  whom  he  deenis  best  (luali- 
fied  for  the  position,  irrespective  of  political  ties. 
Duriug  the  late  war  he  enlisted,  in  October,  1862, 
as  a  member  of  Company  F,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cav- 
aliy-,  and  was  in  active  service  for  three  j'ears,  be- 
ing mustered  out  at  Helena,  Ark.,  in  1865.  Alike 
in  times  of  peace  and  war,  he  has  been  faithful  to 
Lis  duties  as  a  citizen,  and  has  contributed  to  the 
advancement  of  all  public-spirited  measures. 


ACOU  KELLER,  I\I.  D.,  who  was  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  medicine  in  Steeleville  for 
mau}^  years,  and  was  one  of  its  leading  cit- 
izens, was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  1842. 
His  father  and  mother  both  died  in  that  city  dur- 
ing the  cholera  epidemic  of  1849,  which  also  car- 
ried off  eight  children  of  the  family,  leaving 
•Tacob  an  orphan  when  only  seven  years  of  age. 
He  was  reared  by  an  uncle  in  his  native  city, 
and  after  attending  the  common  schools,  was  grad- 
uated from  Washington  University  of  Nt.  Louis, 
and  from  the  Missouri  Medical  College  of  St. 
Louis.  He  had  determined  to  make  the  practice 
of  medicine  his  life  work,  and  to  this  end  pursued 
a  thorough  course  of  study. 

During  the  late  war,  Dr.  Keller  served  as  surgeon 
in  the  Sixth  .Missouii  Infantry,  and  at  the  close  of 
that  struggle,  when  his  aid  was  no  longer  needed, 
he  took  up  his  residence  in  Chester,  111.  Previous 
to  tills  time  lie  had  gone  to  Kansas  City,  JIo., 
where  he  etlited  a  medical  journal  for  some  time, 
and  then  removed  to  Chester,  where  he  continued 
in  the  practice  of  his  jirofession  until  the  death  of 
his  wife. 

Tiie  Doctor  first  married  Hattie  T.  Williamson, 
of  Ple.-isanl  Hill,  Mo.,  and  by  their  union  were 
born  two  children,  Robert  (1.  and  Mamie,  both  of 
whom  are  yet  living  in  Pleasant  Hill.  In  October, 
1874,  Dr.  Keller  was  again  married,  his  second 
union  being  with  Mary  Glorc,  a  daughter  of  Jep- 
tha  and  Margaret  (Crisler)  Glore,  the  former  born 
in  Kentucky,   and  the  latter  near  Kaskaskia,  111. 


Four  children  gr.ace  the  second  marriage,  all  of 
whom  are  yet  living,  namely:  Margaret  Lulu, 
Jacob,  Hattie  Belle  and  Cinderella. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  Dr.  Keller  made 
a  trip  to  Europe  and  visited  the  colleges  and  med- 
ical schools  on  the  continent,  thus  adding  greatly 
to  his  knowledge  of  medical  science  and  to  his 
ability  for  work  along  that  line.  After  his  return 
to  his  native  land  he  again  spent  a  short  time  in 
Chester,  and  then  removed  to  Steeleville,  where  he 
continued  to  reside  until  called  to  the  home  be- 
yond. He  was  very  successful  in  the  practice  of 
his  profession,  and  was  regarded  .as  one  of  the 
leading  ph^-sicians  and  surgeons  of  southern  Illi- 
nois, winning  a  most  enviable  reputation  among 
his  professional  brethren  and  among  the  people  at 
large.  Sociall}'  he  was  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and 
w.os  also  connected  with  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  supporter 
of  Republican  principles,  and  was  a  progressive 
citizen,  who  gave  his  support  and  hearty  co-opera- 
tion to  every  enterprise  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  benefit.  He  died  May  21,  1885,  respected 
by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife,  a  most  estimable 
lad}',  is  living  with  her  four  children  at  their  beau- 
tiful home  in  Steeleville.  In  1883  the  Doctor 
took  a  trip  through  Florida  and  South  America. 


\f/  EWIS  O.  McDonald.  On  section  18, 
I  (?Sl  township  6,  range  7,  Randolph  County, 
;l^\\  lies  a  pleasant,  finely  tilled  and  well  im- 
proved farm,  which  was  the  property  of  our  sub- 
ject. He  was  born  near  Preston,  this  county.  May 
6,  1857,  to  Thomas  M.  and  Mary  (Tliomi)son)  Mc- 
Donald, also  natives  of  this  county,  who  are  still 
residing  here.  The  primary  education  of  young 
Lewis  was  obtained  in  the  common  and  district 
schools  near  his  home,  but  he  later  supplemented  it 
by  an  attendance  at  the  school  at  Carbondale, 
111.  Subsequently  he  gave  his  undivided  atten- 
tion to  the  pursuit  of  .ignculture  until  his  death, 
which  sad  event  occurred  December  5,  1892,  when 
the  community  was  deprived  of  one  of  its  most 
honored  and  respected  citizens.  He  was  a  very 
successful    farmer,    one    who    pursued     the    most 
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approved  methods  in  the  management  of   his  es- 
tate of  sixty-eight  acres. 

Miss  Jane  Jones  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
March  21,  1878.  Mrs.  McDonald  was  a  native  of 
this  county^  and  l.)y  her  marriage  bore  her  hus' 
band  four  children:  Clara  S.  and  Charles  T.,  wlio 
died  at  the  same  time  as  their  beloved  father; 
Lulu  B.  and  William  O.,  who  are  still  living.  The 
good  vvife  and  motlier  passed  to  the  land  of  rest 
February  28, 1885,  and  May  18, 1890,  Mr.  McDonald 
was  married  to  Minuie  W.,  daughter  of  Samuel  H. 
and  Mary  E.  (Wiley)  Thompson,  also  natives  of 
this  county.  The  father  is  still  living  in  Chester, 
but  the  mother  died  in  1880.  To  this  second 
union  of  our  subject  one  child,  Clay  Hill,  was 
born,  who  is  now  living  with  his  mother.  She  is 
making  her  home  at  Ellis  Grove  and  is  a  consist- 
ent member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  as  was  her 
husband.  Mr.  McDonald  was  a  leading  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  at  Ellis  Grove,  and  was 
ever  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  plat- 
form. 

'^l  AMES  M.  TEMPLE,  one  of  the  most  intelli- 
gent and  popular  farmers  of  Randolph 
County,  resides  in  township  5,  range  6.  He 
is  a  son  of  Robert  Temple,  who  was  born  in 
Allegheny  Count}-,  Pa.,  in  1813.  His  father,  John 
Temple,  was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  during  the 
Revolutionary  War  came  to  America  as  a  British 
officer,  but  later  he  left  that  service  and  joined  the 
Colonial  army.  After  the  war  he  located  in  Alle- 
gheny County,  Pa.,  where  he  followed  farming  un- 
til his  death,  although  he  was  a  weaver  by  trade. 
He  belonged  to  the  Covenanter  Church. 

Robert  Temple  continued  in  his  native  county 
until  1855,  when  he  emigrated  to  Randolph  Coun- 
ty, 111.,  and  settled  three  miles  southwest  of  Sparta. 
Luter  he  removed  to  the  farm  upon  which  our 
subject  now  resides,  and  continued  its  cultivation 
until  his  death.  He  married  Rebecca  Gregory,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  parents  were  born 
in  Ireland.  To  them  weie  born  nine  children: 
William,  who  wedded  Mary  Cashdollar,  a  mechanic 
of  Houston,  111.;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Andrew  Mc- 
Lean, a  farmer  of  this  county,  by  whom  she  has  six 


children;  Martha,  who  became  the  wife  of  James 
McLean,  and  after  his  death  married  William 
Gregg,  of  Nebraska,  bj'  whom  she  has  two  children; 
Samuel,  a  furniture  dealer  of  Missouri,  who  mar- 
ried Julia  Sappington;  John,  who  married  Amanda 
Wallace,  and  died  leaving  three  children;  James, 
of  this  sketch;  Robert,  deceased;  Joseph  M.,  a  mer- 
chant of  RoUa,  Mo.,  who  married  Fanny  Whittum, 
by  wiiom  he  has  seven  children,  and  Charles  E., 
also  of  RoUa,  Mo.  The  father  of  this  family  was 
a  Democrat  in  early  life,  but  afterward  became  a 
Republican,  and  took  a  very  active  interest  in  polit- 
ical affairs.  He  held  membership  with  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  Trus- 
tee, and  lived  an  honorable,  upright  life,  which 
won  him  the  confidence  and  regard  of  all.  His 
wife,  a  most  estimable  lady,  passed  away  in    1872. 

James  M.  Temple  was  bora  in  Allegheny  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  October  31,  1840,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  1855.  He  continued  under  the  parental  roof 
until  1863,  when  he  went  to  the  front  in  defense 
of  the  Union,  as  a  member  of  Companj'  K,  One 
Hundred  and  Fort^'-second  Illinois  Infantry,  serv- 
ing under  Captain  Childs  and  Colonal  Anchony, 
of  Chicago.  In  that  city  he  was  discharged  De- 
cember 15,  1864.  Immediately  afterward  he  re- 
turned home,  where  he  remained  for  a  year,  and 
then  spent  three  years  and  a-half  in  driving  a 
stage  between  Sparta  and  St.  Louis.  At  the  expir- 
ation of  that  period  he  purchased  his  present  farm, 
which  comjjrises  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  and 
a-half  acres  of  good  land. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Temple  and  Rosanna  Sap- 
pington, a  native  of  Madison  County,  111.,  was 
celebrated  August  31,  1869.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Anderson  and  Fannie  (Pipkin)  Sappington,  the 
former  a  native  of  Missouri,  and  the  latter  of  Ten- 
nessee. Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Temple  have  been 
born  seven  children:  Robert  A.,  who  married  Ada 
Moore,  by  whom  he  has  a  daughter,  Lula  E.;  Lillie 
A.,  wife  of  Lyman  Blorrison;  Jessie  M.,  Rosalie, 
P.  Roscoe,  Bertha  D.  and  Daisy  W. 

Mr.  Temple  started  out  in  life  empty-handed, 
but  is  now  in  comfortable  circumstances,  and  in 
addition  to  his  farm  he  owns  an  interest  in  a 
creamer}-.  His  success  is  well  deserved,  for  it  is  the 
reward  of  his  own  labor.     He  has  served  as  Presi- 
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dent  of  the  Mutual  Insurance  Company.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  an  independent  Proiiibitionist,  and  was 
tlie  candidate  for  State  Senator  on  thatticlcet.  So- 
cially, lie  is  connected  with  the  (irand  Army  of 
the  Republic.  Himself,  wife  and  four  children 
hold  membership  with  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Sparta.  For  twenty-one  years  he  served 
as  an  Elder  in  the  United  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  has  ever  been  a  leading  and  faithful  worker 
for  religious  causes.  He  was  true  to  his  country 
in  her  hour  of  peril,  and  his  fidelity  and  faithful- 
ness are  alike  shown  in  times  of  peace  by  his  ear- 
nest efforts  to  promote  the  public  welfare. 


^\ 


H> 
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"^fl  OHN  MUDD  was  for  many  years  a  promi- 
nent and  highly  respected  citizen  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  and  when  he  passed  away, 
the  following  words  were  spoken  of  him  at 
the  funeral  service.  "Mr.  Mudd  was  one  of  those 
old  pioneer  citizens  of  Randolph  County  whose 
number  is  growing  painfully  less,  as  the  cold,  piti- 
less hand  of  death  plucks  them,  one  b^-  one,  from 
the  seclusion  of  the  life  thej-  have  chosen  after 
the  life  wliich  developed  our  civilization  and  the 
religion  which  their  posterity  practice.  iS'o  better, 
nobler  ohl  gentleman  has  goue  to  the  realms  of 
shade,  and  no  truer  Catholic  and  broad-hearted 
phil:uUhro|)ist,  than  he  who  sleeps  beneath  the 
humble  mound  in  tlie  cemetery  where  rests  so 
many  of  old  Randolph's  noble  dead.  Born  in 
Kentucky,  lie  was  a  genuine  American,  and  was  a 
true  and  tried  Christian.  He  had  the  satisfaction, 
which  is  so  gratifying  to  the  aged,  of  seeing  his 
family  filling  honoral)le  ])o.'-ili<>ns  in  society  and 
the  l)usiness  walks  of  life.  Having  lived  far  past 
his  three-score  years  and  ten,  he  was  an  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  promise  of  the  Almighty,  'Honor 
tli3'  father  and  thy  mother  that  thy  days  may  be 
long  in  the  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God  shall 
give  to  tlice.'  " 

Mr.  Mudd  was  I)orii  in  Shelb}'  County,  K}-.,  in 
February,  1802,  and  when  but  seventeen  years  of 
age  came  to  IJandulpli  County,  locating  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Prairie  du  Rocher.  Returning 
to  bis  native  state,  he  married  Mary  Brewer,  and 


then  brought  his  bride  to  his  new  home.  They 
became  the  parents  of  six  children:  Vincent,  wlio 
is  married  and  with  his  family  resides  near  the  old 
homestead;  Harrison,  who  died  leaving  four  chil- 
dren; F.  Celine,  who  died  leaving  three  children; 
Sophia,  wife  of  .Tames  Daily,  of  Moiiroe  County; 
William  T.;  and  John  E.,  who  is  engaged  in  fann- 
ing near  Red  Bud. 

After  coming  to  Randolph  County,  Mr.  Mudd 
worked  by  the  month,  but  by  economy  and  indus- 
try he  soon  secured  enough  capital  to  purchase  a 
small  farm.  To  this  he  added  from  time  to  time, 
until  at  his  death  he  owned  a  valuable  farm  of 
two  hundred  acres.  He  was  an  unusually  active 
man,  and  his  success  was  well  deserved.  He  was 
long  a  prominent  worker  in  the  Catholic  Church, 
and  in  politics  was  an  uncompromising  Democrat, 
but  would  never  accept  public  office.  Charitable 
and  benevolent,  he  gave  so  freely  that  his  liberal- 
ity was  almost  a  fault.  Ills  death  occurred  in 
April,  1883,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  His  wife 
survived  him  until  July,  181)3,  when  she  too 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  eighty-one.  An  active 
Christian  woman,  like  her  husliand  she  held  mem- 
bership with  the  Catholic  Church. 

William  T.  Mudd  was  born  in  this  county,  .Sep- 
tember 14,  1843,  and  wa-s  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  In  the  spring  of  1861  he  went  to  Colo- 
rado, where  he  spent  about  four  years  on  account 
of  ill-health.  In  1864  he  returned,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Ella,  daughter  of  .lames  Roscuw,  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  this  county,  who  died  in  .luly,  l.ST'J,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven  years,  leaving  a  family-  of 
six  children,  four  of  wlumi  are  yet  living.  His 
wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Maria  Palmer  and 
was  a  native  of  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mudd 
have  one  son,  John  T.,  who  works  in  his  father's 
store.  He  married  TiUie  llaverinann,  and  they 
have  one  child,  Roscoe. 

William  T.  Mudd  and  his  family  are  all  mem- 
bers of  and  active  workers  in  the  Catholic  Church. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  came  to  Red 
Bud  about  1868,  and  worked  in  mercantile  stores 
for  others  until  1883,  when  he  began  business  for 
himself.  Five  years  later  he  sold  out  and  formed 
a  partnership  with   Mr.  McQuillan,  under  the  lirm 
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name  of  Mudd  &  McQuillan,  and  the  partnership 
Las  since  continued.  They  deal  in  general  merchan- 
dise, and  also  in  farm  implements,  and  are  doing  a 
good  business. 

UGUST  WILHELMS,  who  resides  on  sec- 
l@/Lj|j  tion  27,  township  3,  range  8  west,  and 
there  carries  on  general  faiming  and 
stock-raising,  is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens 
that  Germany  has  furnished  to  Monroe  County. 
He  was  born  in  Hanover  October  15,  1841,  and  is 
a  son  of  Henry  and  Christina  Wilhelms.  In  his 
native  land  the  father  followed  weaving.  In 
1845  he  came  to  tlie  United  States,  with  the  in- 
tenion  of  settling  in  Texas,  but  stopping  at  Alex- 
andria, La.,  thence  turned  his  course  northward, 
and  came  to  Monroe  County  in  the  spring  of  1846. 
On  section  27,  township  3,  range  8  west,  he  bought 
fort}'  acres  of  land  and  entered  an  eighty-acre 
tract  of  woodland,  which  by  hard  work  he  eon- 
verted  into  fertile  fields.  Upon  the  old  home- 
stead he  lived  until  his  deatli,  which  occurred 
May  18,  1854.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Evangel- 
ical Church,  and  served  as  a  Director  of  the  church 
in  his  native  land. 

Surviving  Henry  Wilhelms  were  his  widow  and 
six  children,  of  whom  we  note  the  followins': 
Henry  was  born  May  1,  1831,  and  died  Novem- 
ber 9,  1876.  Caroline,  who  was  born  in  1834, 
married  Fred  Wagoner,  who,  with  their  three  chil- 
dren, August,  Amelia  and  Lena,  ai'e  still  living; 
she  died  May  18,  1868.  Frederick  was  born  in 
1838,  and  died  September  15,  1864.  August,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  next  in  order  of  birth. 
Charles,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1843,  passed  away 
January  15,  1866.  Louisa  was  born  March  5, 
1851,  and  died  February  13,  1867.  The  widow 
is  still  living  (1894)  on  the  old  homestead  with 
her  son,  and  has  attained  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-four  years. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  our  subject 
remained  with  his  mother  until  he  was  old 
enough  to  work  out  as  a  farm  laborer.  Soon, 
however,  he  drifted  to  the  city,  where  he  worked 
at  various  occupations  in  order  to  obtain  the 
money  for  an  education.     In  1861,  when  the  war 


broke  out,  he  was  found  among  the  box's  in  blue. 
He  enlisted  August  27,  1861,  and  was  mustered 
out  November  4,  1865,  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  He 
was  a  member  of  Company  M,  Seventh  Illinois 
Cavalr3',and  participated  in  the  operations  against 
New  Madrid,  Island  No.  10,  Corinth,  and  in  the 
battles  of  luka,  Corinth,  Port  Hudson  and  Nash- 
ville, and  the  Grierson  raid,  in  which  eight  hun- 
dred miles  were  traversed  in  seventeen  days.  On 
the  26th  of  December,  1863,  at  Somerville,  in  an 
engagement  with  Forrest's  cavalry,  he  was  taken 
prisoner,  but  through  a  daring  effort  and  good 
"running  gears"  he  managed  to  get  away  from  his 
enemies.  Altogether  he  was  in  sixty  skirmishes 
and  engagements.  During  the  last  two  3'ears  he 
served  as  Orderly  Sergeant  in  his  company.  True 
to  the  Old  Flag  and  the  cause  which  it  represented, 
he  stood  by  his  colors  until  the  desired  end  was 
attained  and  the  Union  saved,  after  which  he 
came  back  to  his  mother  and  commenced  work  on 
the  old  homestead. 

June  13,  1867,  our  subject  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Von  Schreeb,  daughter  of  Adolph  and  Bar- 
bara (Welsh)  Von  .Schreeb.  Her  father,  who  was 
born  in  the  province  of  Mecklenburg,  Germany, 
joined  the  Dutch  arm}'  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
and  went  to  the  East  Indies,  from  which  place  he 
sailed  on  a  ship  for  China.  During  the  voyage  he 
was  thrown  overboard  by  a  gale,  but  by  means  of 
a  plank  his  life  was  saved.  On  reaching  China,  he 
was  sick  with  yellovv  fever,  and  was  taken  on 
shore  and  placed  under  a  shade  tree,  where  he  was 
found  by  a  Chinese  couple,  who  were  mourning 
the  loss  of  their  only  son.  They  adopted  him  as 
their  child,  and  with  them  he  remained  for  five 
years.  Then,  embarking  on  a  ship,  he  returned 
to  his  native  land,  where  he  had  long  been  counted 
with  the  dead. 

In  1834  Mr.  Von  Schreeb  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  engaged  in  boating  on  the 
Mississippi  River  until  1836,  when  he  came  to 
Monroe  County  and  entered  eighty  acres  on  sec- 
tion 22,  township  3,  range  8  west.  There  he  cleared 
a  farm  and  made  a  good  home,  which  continued  to 
be  his  pLaco  of  abode  through  life.  He  here  mar- 
ried Clara  Waldinann,  b}'  whom  he  had  three  chil- 
dren, two  d3-ing  in  infancy.     A  son,  Ernest  Will- 
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iam,  is  living  in  Ottawa,  La  Salle  County,  111. 
In  1847  Mrs.  Clara  Von  Sclireob  died,  and  during 
the  following  year  Mr.  Von  Sclireeb  married  Bar- 
bara Welsli,  their  union  being  severed  by  his 
death  .lanuary  22,  1849.  One  child  was  born  of 
this  marriage,  Klizabeth,  whose  birtli  occurred  May 
25,  1849.  Mr.  A'on  Schreeb  was  one  of  the  earli- 
est settlers  of  this  coniniunity,  and  was  an  honored 
pioneer.  He  helped  to  haul  the  logs  for  tiie  build- 
ing of  the  old  Evangelical  Church  in  this  township, 
and  was  one  of  the  faithful  members  of  that  re- 
ligious organization. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilhelms  were  born  fourteen 
children,  ten  of  whom  are  yet  living:  ncllena,wife 
of  Philip  Hecke,  of  this  ef)mmunity;  Mary  W.,  at 
home;  Edward  \V.,  August  E.,  Elizabeth  C.,  Albert 
J.,  Anna  JL,  Frank  E.,  Adaline  M.  and  Adolph 
II.  Louisa,  Ilenv}',  Josephine  and  Sylvester  died 
in  childhood.  The  family  has  a  pleasant  liome  on 
a  fine  farm  of  three  hundred  and  fort)-  acres.  Of 
this  two  hundred  acres  are  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  the  neat  and  thrifty  appearance 
of  tiic  place  indicates  the  enterprise  and  careful 
supervision  of  the  owner. 

In  his  polilical  views.  Mr.  Willielms  is  a  Rcpul> 
lican.  For  the  long  period  of  twenty-one  years  he 
served  as  School  Director,  and  for  three  years 
was  Road  Commissioner.  He  is  a  prominent 
worker  in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  and  is 
now  Commander  of  Henry  Nicholson  Post  No. 
457,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Red  Bud.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
I'armers'  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  tlie  Evangelical  Church.  He  served  as  one 
of  its  Directors  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is 
numbered  among  its  faithful  workers.  Since  1846 
he  has  lived  upon  his  present  farm  and  is  one  of 
the  honored  pioneers  of  the  county. 
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RANK   MATNEY.     As  a  representative  of 

Ptlie  progressive  and  successful  farmers  and 
stock-raisers  of  Randolph  County,  especial 
mention  belongs  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who 
conducts  general  agricultural   operations  on   sec- 


tion 25,  township  6,  range  7.  Through  the  exer- 
cise of  careful  inanagenient  in  the  conduct  of  his 
business  afifairs,  he  has  become  the  owner  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres,  which  he  has  placed 
under  excellent  cultivation. 

The  father  and  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
names  of  Sylvester  and  Rlioda  (Hill)  Matney,  and 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  whence  they  re- 
moved to  this  state,  and  spent  their  last  d.ays  in 
Marion  County'.  There  was  born  to  them  a  fam- 
ily of  two  children,  of  whom  our  sulijoct  was  the 
elder,  the  date  of  his  birth  being  August  6,  1846. 
Losing  his  parents  when  quite  young,  our  subject 
came  to  this  county  when  twelve  ^ears  old,  and 
lived  with  Charles  Sanders,  near  Chester.  He  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools  in  the 
neighborhood,  and  worked  on  the  farm  for  Mr. 
Sanders  for  his  board  and  clothing. 

When  seventeen  years  old,  in  1863,  young  Mat- 
ney  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  in  Company  I, 
Tenth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  proved  a  gallant  sol- 
dier, remaining  in  the  service  until  the  close  of 
hostilities.  He  was  a  participant  in  twenty-seven 
battles,  among  which  were  some  of  the  most  famous 
of  the  war.  May  3(1,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out, 
and  was  honorably  discharged  at  JNlcDougal  Hos- 
pital, near  New  York  City.  He  was  wounded  at 
Bentonville,  N.  C,  and  remained  in  the  hospital  a 
short  time. 

After  leaving  the  army,  Mr.  Matney  purchased 
a  farm,  and  has  since  actively  engaged  in  his 
chosen  vocation,  raising  the  various  kinds  of  grain 
and  blooded  stock.  He  is  very  popular  wherever 
known,  and  makes  a  friend  of  every  man  he  meets. 
One  of  his  most  prominent  qualities  is  his  sterling 
business  character.  In  his  work  he  is  methodical, 
and  his  sagacity  in  business  matters  has  won  him 
the   admiration  of  all  with  whom  he  has  dealings. 

March  11,  1869,  Mr.  Matney  married  Miss  Feli- 
city- Montroy,  and  by  their  union  four  children 
were  born.  Two  of  these  died  in  infancy,  and 
the  remaining  two,  who  reside  with  their  par- 
ents, bear  the  names  of  Caroline  and  Mary  .lane. 
Mrs.  Matney  isa  daughterof  B.and  Julia  .Montroy, 
and  is  of  French  descent.  Our  subject  is  a  member 
of  Adair  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  New  Palestine.  In  poli- 
tics a  Republican,  he  is  interested  in  county,  state 
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and  national  issues.  He  is  a  liberal-spirited  man, 
and  ib  ever  ready  to  aid  in  all  matters  of  local  en- 
terprise, altliougli  not  an  aspirant  to  public  office. 


! 


^if  OSEPH  PATTON,  who  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  in  Riindolph  County, 
is  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
ten  children,  and  was  born  September  8, 
1815,  in  Steubenville,  Jefferson  County,  Ohio.  His 
grandfather,  Joseph  Patton,  was  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, and  upon  emigrating  to  America,  settled  in 
Fayette  Count}-,  Pa.  His  son  Thomas,  tlie  father 
of  our  subject,  was  born  on  the  Emerald  Isle  in 
1768,  and  at  the  age  of  three  was  brought  to 
America.  He  witnessed  many  incidents  of  the 
Revolutionary  War,  and  these  made  an  indelible 
impression  upon  his  mind.  While  in  .Steubenville, 
he  served  as  Associate  Judge,  and  was  Cleik  of  the 
Common  Pleas  Court  for  seven  years.  In  1818,  he 
removed  to  the  vicinity  of  Cadez,  Ohio,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  fouileen  years,  engaged  in 
farming  and  teaching.  In  politics  he  was  a  Demo- 
crat, and  was  an  Elder  in  the  Associate  Reformed 
Church.  He  died  February  28,  1832,  at  the  age 
of  sixty-three,  and  the  following  obituary  was 
written  by  Rev.  John  McCarlhur,  of  Cadez,  Ohio  : 
"The  deceased  was  for  many  years  a  resident  of 
Harrison  and  Jefferson  Counties,  and  held  a  suc- 
cession of  civil  offices,  among  which  may  be  named 
those  of  Associate  Judge  and  Cleik  of  the  Courts 
of  the  latter  county,  and  that  of  the  eldership 
in  tlie  Associate  Reformed  Congregation  in  this 
place,  and  has  left  a  widowed  partner,  several  chil- 
dren and  a  numerous  circle  of  friends.  His  mind 
was  of  large  original  capacity,  vigorous,  discrim- 
inating, comprehensive,  amplitied  and  adorned 
with  a  rich  furniture  of  knowledge,  botli  useful 
and  entertaining.  Piercing  with  more  than  com- 
mon readiness  through  the  thin  veil  of  names  to 
things,  it  refused  to  leceive  doctrines  or  to  adopt 
customs  supported  by  no  other  plea  than  that  of 
prescription.  But  though  independent,  it  was  free 
from  any  air  of  lomance,  and  practical  rather  than 
theoretical  in  its  pursuits.  His  opinions  were 
formed    after  a  severe  scrutiny  of  the   evidences 


upon  which  they  were  based,  and  consequently  re- 
tained with  a  firm  grasp,  though  not  with  that  ob- 
stinac}'  which  will  not  stoop  to  doubt  its  own 
infallibility.  A  playful,  lively,  varied  wit,  an 
habitual  cheerfulness,  and  affable  and  unassuming 
disposition,  abundant  controversial  resources,  ren- 
dered him  a  pleasing  and  instructive  companion. 

''As  the  head  of  a  family  he  was  a  husband  of 
'truth-tried  love,'  and  a  father  doubly  dear,  be- 
cause he  softened  p:irental  authority  with  the 
charms  of  friendship.  Age  secured  him  voluntary' 
re.-ipect,  but  did  not  invest  him  with  a  moroseness 
which  repels  the  approaches  of  youth  and  inter- 
dicts familiarity.  Religion  shed  a  mild  but  steady 
radiance  over  bis  character.  It  was  unostentatious 
and  humble,  teaching  its  subject  to  say  of  himself, 
'I  am  an  unprofitable  servant,'  and  of  the  Divine 
Redeemer,  'He  is  all  in  all.'  lie  had  not  j'et  num- 
bered his  three-score  and  ten  years  of  health,  al- 
most uninterrupted,  until  theshoitand  painful  ill- 
ness which  terminated  in  his  dissolution,  left  his 
bodily  powers  strong  and  the  force  of  his  mind 
uninvaded  until  a  few  days  before  his  expiration. 
He  bore  his  illness  with  Christian  fortitude,  and 
from  its  commencement  anticipated  and  looked 
forward  with  composure  to  his  change.  'Mark  the 
perfect  man  and  behold  the  upright,  for  the  end 
of  that  man  is  peace.'  " 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  in  her  maiden- 
hood Jane  Parkhill,  daughter  of  David  and  Martha 
(Morrow)  Parkhill,  and  a  sister  of  the  wife  of 
Governor  Morrow,  of  Ohio.  The  Paikiiill  family 
is  of  Irish  descent.  Mrs.  Patton  moved  to  Ran- 
dolph Count}-,  111.,  where  she  lived  for  nine  years, 
and  died  in  1855,  in  hei-  eighty-fourth  year.  By 
her  marriage  she  had  ten  children:  Joseph  and 
David,  both  deceased;  Elizabeth,  deceased  wife  of 
James  McCullough;  James,  a  farmer;  Sarah,  Mrs. 
William  Miller;  John,  a  carpenter;  Joshua  D.,  an 
attorney;  Maria,  formerl}-  the  wife  of  Rev.  H. 
Stevenson;  Joseph,  of  this  sketch;  and  Esther, 
who  died  in  infancy.  All  are  now  deceased  with 
the  exception  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Patton,  wlujse  name  heads  this  record,  re- 
mained with  his  parents  until  after  the  death  of 
liis  father.  His  educational  privileges  were  lim- 
ited, and   early  in   life  he   became  inured  to  hard 
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labor.  In  184l  he  made  a  permanent  location  in 
Randolph  County,  111.,  and  in  1845  purtiiased  of 
'Squire  McCormick  his  present  home,  upon  which 
he  has  since  resided.  In  1846  he  married  Marga- 
ret Kingston,  who  was  horn  in  Ohio  in  1828,  and 
came  to  Illinois  in  1843.  She  is  a  daughter  of 
Christopher  and  INIary  (Stephenson)  Kingston. 
For  twenty-one  years  she  has  been  an  invalid,  but 
has  borne  her  sufferings  with   t'liristian   fortitude. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palton  were  born  eleven  chil- 
dren: Sarali  Jane,  wife  of  W.  M.  K.  Lyons,  by 
whom  she  has  four  ciiildrcn;  Elizabeth,  deceased; 
Mary,  wife  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Matthews,  of  Omaha,  Neb., 
by  whom  she  has  four  sons;  Margaret,  who  mar- 
ried A.  D.Fulton  and  h;is  two  children;  James  A., 
a  minister  of  the  Covenanter  Church,  residing  in 
Evans,  Colo.;  Thom.as,  pastor  of  the  old  Cove- 
nanter Church  in  East  Colden ham,  N.  Y.;  Adeline, 
wife  of  J.  II.  Peters,  a  farmer  of  Perry  County,  by 
whom  she  has  one  child;  William  C,  who  man- 
ages the  home  farm,  is  married  and  has  two  chil- 
dren; Flora  Maria,  at  home;  Christopher  and  Eliza, 
botli  deceased. 

At  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years  i\Ir.  Patton 
was  tiuown  upon  liis  own  resources,  and  the  care 
of  ills  mother  and  three  sisters  also  devolved  upon 
him.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  and  useful  one, and 
as  the  result  of  his  untiring  efforts  lie  is  now  the 
owner  of  one  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land.  He 
is  a  Prohibitionist.  Religiously  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Covenanter  Church  of  Sparta,  in  which  he  has 
been  Elder  for  forty-four  years,  and  was  Clerk  of 
the  session  for  forty-three  years.  lie  has  lived  in 
harmony  with  his  professions  and  is  ever  found 
upon  the  side  of  right,  doing  what  he  can  to  ele- 
vate and  benelit  humanity. 


^if^RANCIS   SCIIIFFERDECKER,  one  of  the 
r?te    oarlv  settlers  of  southwestern  Illinois,  now 
/l^  living   in  Red  Hud  Precinct,  is  a  native  of 

Baden,  (iermany.  He  was  born  in  1829  and  is  a 
son  of  Josepli  and  Teresa  (I?opp)  .Sdiifferdecker, 
both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  liaden.  lu 
1833,  when  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  four  summers, 
they  crossed   the   Atlantic  to  America,  landing  in 


Baltimore,  Md.  Their  first  location  was  in  York 
County,  Pa.,  and  they  lived  in  the  Keystone  State 
and  in  Maryland  for  seven  years.  In  1840  they 
cast  in  their  lot  with  the  early  settlers  of  Monroe 
County,  111.,  settling  eight  miles  south  of  Water- 
loo, where  the}-  reared  their  family  of  six  ciiildren. 
Catherine  and  Mary  both  died  in  Monroe  County, 
leaving  families.  Our  subject  is  the  next  younger. 
Teresa  died  in  Monroe  County,  leaving  a  husband 
and  a  family  of  children  to  mourn  her  loss.  George 
is  now  a  well-to-do  farmer  of  Carroll  County,  Mo. 
Barbara  is  the  wife  of  Otto  Wagner,  of  Randolph 
County.  The  father  of  this  family  became  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  Monroe  County,  and  before 
his  death  accumulated  a  valuable  property.  He 
passed  away  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven.  Ifetli  he 
and  his  wife  were  active  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church  and  reared  their  family  in  that  faith. 

Francis  Schifferdecker  spent  the  days  of  his  boy- 
hood and  30uth  upon  the  old  homestead,  and 
when  a  j'oung  man  started  out  in  life  for  himself, 
following  the  pursuit  to  which  he  was  reared.  He 
purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
Monroe  County, and  as  a  companion  and  helpmate 
on  life's  journey  chose  INIiss  L.,  daughter  of  Lenhart 
Wagner,  of  St.  Clair  County.  Their  union  was  cele- 
brated in  1855,  and  upon  the  farm  which  the  hus- 
band had  purchased  they  began  their  domestic  life, 
making  it  their  home  until  1864,  when  he  removed 
to  Burksville  and  engaged  in  merchandising  until 
1866,  when  they  removed  to  the  farm  upon  which 
our  subject  is  now  living.  In  1868  the  wife  died, 
leaving  a  family  of  seven  small  children,  as  fol- 
lows: George,  who  w.as  married  in  1893  to  Miss 
Anna  Burgmann;  Otto,  deceased;  Catherine,  wife 
of  Joseph  Siegfried,  of  Randolph  County;  A.  Filiz- 
abeth,  wife  of  Richard  Piltmaun,  of  Carroll  Coun- 
ty, Mo.;  Lidwien,  wife  of  Frank  Keres,  of  Randolph 
County;  Josepli  and  .lohn.  .Air.  Schifferdecker  has 
been  a  second  lime  married,  this  union  being  with 
Lidwien  La  Forge,  by  whom  he  has  eight  children: 
Frank;  Matilda,  wife  of  Dr.  Meyer,  of  Evansville; 
Henry,  Mary,  Teresa,  Ellen,  Clarence  and  Walter. 

The  farm  on  which  Mr.  .Schifferdecker  resides 
comprises  one  hundred  and  sixty-tliree  acres  of 
highly  improved  land.  He  at  one  time  owned 
over  twelve   hundred  acres,  but  has  given  to  his 
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chilrtien  considerable  amounts.  He  and  his  fam- 
ily are  all  members  of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  For  some  time 
he  has  been  officially  connected  with  the  schools 
of  this  community,  and  the  cause  of  education 
finds  in  him  a  warm  friend.  He  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  progrocrsive  citizens  of  the  county  and 
is  truly  a  self-made  man,  for  what  he  has  accom- 
plished is  the  result  of  his  own  efforts,  and  the 
prosperity  which  lie  now  enjoys  is  the  reward  of 
untiring  labor. 


— <gi. 


\>^^<i 


ylLLIAM  H.  MATLACK,  the  well  known 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Chester  Trib- 
une, one  of  the  leading  papers  of  the 
county,  has  exercised  a  marked  influence  in  the 
affairs  of  this  section  of  Illinois,  not  only  profes- 
sionally, but  as  a  progressive,  public-spirited  citi- 
zen, and  is  always  to  the  front  in  guarding  and 
advancing  its  dearest  interests  materially,  socially 
and  morally.  Mr.  Matlaek  is  a  native  of  Mis- 
souri, and  was  born  in  St.  Louis  December  3,  1844. 
He  is  a  son  of  William  I>.  and  Harriet  A.  (Mc- 
Kown)  Matlaek.  The  father  was  born  of  Quaker 
parents,  in  Moorestown,  N.  .L,  and  came  west  in 
1836.  The  mother  was  born  in  Vincennes,  Ind., 
and  went  to  Missouri  with  her  father's  family  in 
1835.  They  were  married  in  CJuincy,  III.,  in  1838, 
and  resided  for  many  years  in  the  city  of  Ches- 
ter, where  thej'  ranked  among  its  best  residents. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  is  the  daughter  of  Capt. 
James  B.  McKown,  of  Scotch  descent,  and  a  sol- 
dier in  the  War  of  1812.  She  is  still  living  in 
Chester,  but  his  father  died  in    1879. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  son  in 
his  parents'  family  of  five  children,  and  was  given 
a  good  education  in  the  public  schools  of  St.  Louis. 
When  leaving  Missouri,  in  1858,  he  came  to  this 
county,  and  took  up  his  abode  near  Steeleville, 
whence  he  later  went  to  Sparta,  and  in  that  place 
still  continued  his  studies,  attending  its  public 
schools.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  returned 
to  St.  Louis  and  became  a  member  of  the  St.  Louis 
Fire  Department,  with  which  he  remained  five 
years.     In  1866  he  again  came  to  this  county,  this 


time  making  Chester  his  destination,  and  was  ap- 
jjointed  Deputy  Sheriff  under  .lohn  R.  Shannon. 
This  ofBce  he  continued  to  fill  during  the  term  of 
Mr.  Shannon.  Later,  Mr.  Shannon  having  been 
elected  County  Clerk,  our  subject  entered  hisoflice 
as  a  clerk,  performing  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him  in  a  most  satislactory  manner. 

In  186i),  Mr.  Blatlack  was  appointed  City  Mar- 
shal by  the  Hon.  J.  B.  Holmes,  Mayor  of  tlie  city, 
which  office  he  resigned  to  accept  the  position  of 
special  traveling  agent  for  Cochrane  &  Brown, 
general  agents  for  the  Howe  Machine  Company, 
with  headquarters  at  St.  Louis.  Mo.  After  being 
thus  engaged  for  two  years,  ^h'.  Matlaek  accepted 
a  similar  position  with  the  Singer  Manufacturing 
Company  of  St.  Louis,  with  which  he  remained 
foi'  four  years,  and  later  was  a  special  agent  for  the 
Wheeler  &  Wilson  and  Domestic  Sewing  Machine 
Companies. 

Returning  to  this  city  in  1878,  oiu-  subject  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  state  .as  an  offlcer  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Penitentiary  on  its  establishment 
here,  remaining  for  two  and  a-lialf  years.  At  the  end 
of  tliat  time  he  became  Cashier  in  .John  H.  Hood  & 
Co.'s  Bank  at  this  |)lace,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  eighteen  months.  Then  going  to  Belleville, 
111.,  he  accepted  the  position  of  book-keeper  with 
the  Fairbanks  Sewing  Machine  Company,  with 
which  he  was  engaged  for  a  like  period,  when  lie 
became  connected  with  the  Belleville  JSi'eics,  and 
later  with  the  Belleville  Adcocaie.  At  the  close  of 
the  Tiiiity-seventh  session  of  the  Illinois  Legisla- 
ture, during  which  Mr.  Matlaek  was  one  of  the  en- 
rolling and  engrossing  clerks,  he  returned  to  Ches- 
ter, and  soon  afterward  was  elected  .Justice  of  the 
Peace.  In  the  spring  of  the  following  year  he  was 
appointed  by  the  Hon.  William  Schuchert,  then 
Mayor  of  the  city,  as  its  Marshal,  and  upon  the 
expiration  of  his  term  was  re-appointed  to  the 
same  position  by  the  Hon.  James  J.  Morrison. 

When  returning  to  private  life,  Mr.  Matl.ack  be- 
came connected  with  the  Western  Boot  (fc  Shoe 
Manufacturing  Companj-  in  the  Southern  Illinois 
Penitentiary.  He  continued  to  act  in  the  capacity 
of  book-keeper  and  cashier  with  that  firm  until 
their  removal  from  the  place  two  3ears  later, 
when   he    went    to    Albuquerque,    N.    Mex.,   and 
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worked  on  the  Albuquerque  Democrat  as  one  of  its 
staff  until  his  return  to  Chester  in  1890.  At  tliat 
time  he  bceanie  Secretary  of  the  first  session  of  tlie 
Southern  Illinois  Chautauqua  Assembly',  and  in 
March,  1892,  was  made  Secretary'  of  the  Jackson 
Pipe  Oi<,'aji  Company.  This  position  he  resigned 
a  few  months  later,  and  in  company  witii  .John  T. 
McBride,  purchased  the  Chester  Tr/ftMne.  In  March, 
1893,  he  purchased  Captain  McBride's  interest,  and 
has  since  liad  sole  management,  taking  personal 
charge  of  the  local  and  editorial  department.  It 
is  a  six-column  quarto  in  size  and  Democratic  in 
politics.  It  is  a  sound  family  paper,  well  supplied 
with  solid  and  useful  information,  and  one  of  its 
interesting  features  is  the  correspondence  from 
various  localities  in  the  count}'. 

MAND  STREICHER  is  one  of  tlie  self-made 
men  of  Randolph  County,  who  through  en- 
terprise, industry,  good  management  and 
careful  attention  to  all  the  details  of  busi- 
ness has  won  prosperity.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the 
furniture  and  undertaking  business.  A  native  of  Ba- 
den, Germany,  he  continued  in  that  country  until 
fourteen  years  of  age,when  he  came  to  America  with 
his  parents.  George  and  Elizabeth  (Schweininger) 
Streiclier,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  southern  Ger- 
many. The  mother  is  still  living,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-one  3ears,  and  makes  her  home  in  St.  Louis. 
The  family  numbered  five  children,  as  follows: 
Eva,  now  tlie  widow  of  George  Decker,  and  a  res- 
ident of  St.  Louis;  Leopold,  wiio  is  engaged  in 
business  in  New  York  City;  Olivia,  widow  of  Peter 
J.  Schmidt,  and  a  resident  of  Chicago;  Amand,  of 
this  sketch;  and  Amelia,  wife  of  A.  Schlinker. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  boyhood  d.<i3's  in  the 
Eatlierland,  and  then  crossed  the  briny  deep,  as  be- 
fore stated.  It  was  in  1859  that  he  became  a  res- 
ident of  St.  Louis,  where  the  succeeding  seven 
j-ears  of  his  life  were  passed.  Having  then  at- 
tained to  mature  years,  he  removed  to  Belleville, 
III.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  of  chair-making, 
being  employed  in  one  house  for  a  period  of  ten 
years.  During  five  years  of  that  time  he  was  fore- 
man of    the   factory.     On  the  expiration   of  that 


period  he  embarked  in  the  business  for  himself  in 
Belleville,  where  he  carried  on  operations  until 
1879,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Red  Bud. 
where  he  h.as  since  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Streicher  was  married  in  Belleville,  in  1869, 
to  Theresa  Junker,  and  unto  them  were  born  four 
children,  two  of  wiiom  are  still  living,  C.  J.  and 
Lizzie  K.  The  moliier  of  this  family  was  called 
to  the  home  beyond,  and  our  subject  afterward 
wedded  Louisa,  daughter  of  AVilliam  Friek,  who 
came  to  the  United  States  in  18.33.  The}'  have 
become  the  parents  of  five  children,  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  namely;  Ida,  Caroline  A.,  Oscar 
W.,  Vilas  and  Clara  M. 

Mr.  Streicher  came  to  Red  Bud  in  limited  cir- 
cumstances and  embarked  in  business  as  a  furni- 
ture dealer  and  undertaker.  He  began  operations 
on  a  small  scale,  but  has  steadily  increased  his  fa- 
cilities to  meet  the  growing  demand,  and  now 
probably  carries  the  largest  stock  of  any  merchant 
in  his  line  in  the  county.  His  success  is  the  result 
of  earnest  and  zealous  effort  and  is  the  just  reward 
of  his  enterprise  and  industry. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Streicher  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  on  August  24,  188.5,  was  made  Postmas- 
ter of  Red  Bud,  which  position  he  held  for  three 
j-ears  and  eight  montlis,  giving  universal  satisfac- 
tion. He  carried  on  the  office  in  connection  with 
his  business.  Socially  our  subject  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  his  wife  holds  member- 
ship with  the  Evangelical  Church. 


+= 
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'll^^RANK  MEHRER  was  called  from  this  life 
ll^at  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans  in  May,  1878. 
*)  He  was  the  son  of  Francis  and  Christina 
(Lehman)  Mehrer,  natives  of  Bavaria,  German}'. 
They  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1833,  lo- 
cating in  New  Orleans,  and  later  came  to  Ran- 
dolph County.  They  passed  their  last  d.ays  on 
their  farm,  the  father  dj'ing  in  February,  1867, 
and  the  mother  in  March,  1876. 

In  1860.  Miss  Johanna  Mueller  became  the  wife 
of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Mehrer  is  the  daughter  of 
Peter  D.  and  Johanna  (Broch)  Mueller,  natives  of 
Germany.     They  were  born  in  1800  and  1816,  re- 
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spectively.  Their  daughter,  the  wife  of  our  sub- 
ject, was  born  in  Germany  January'  30,  1837,  and 
is  the  eldest  in  a  familj*  of  seven  children  born  to 
them,  and  in  llie  model  schools  of  her  native  home 
gained  a  good  education,  which  has  served  her 
well  throughout  life.  Three  years  previous  to  the 
decease  of  iier  husband,  she  established  a  millinery 
and  notion  trade,  and  by  her  sagacity  and  perse- 
verance increased  the  business,  so  that  in  .January 
of  1893  she  was  enabled  to  retire  from  the  enter- 
prise to  a  lovely  and  comfortable  suburban  home. 
.Slie  IS  a  lad^'  of  intelligence  and  worth,  and  is  a 
valued  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Cliurch,  ever 
ready  to  assist  in  religious  worli  or  benevolent  en- 
terprises in  lier  vieinit}'.  By  her  marriage,  Mrs. 
Mehrer  became  the  mother  of  two  daugliters,  one 
of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Bertha  became  the 
wife  of  Ingliam  Sylvcs  in  1886,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  motlier.  Slie  has  had  born  to  her 
two  children,  who  bear  the  names  of  Johanna  and 
George,  both  of  whom  are  bright  children. 


+= 
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^'ESSE  M.  WRIGHT,  who  is  living  on  sec- 
tion 15,  Vergennes  Township,  Jackson  Coun- 
ty, where  he  devotes  his  time  and  attention 
i)J  to  agricultural  pursuits,  was  born  in  Breck- 
cnridge  County,  Ky.,  April  7,  1839.  His  fatlier, 
David  Wright,  was  born  in  Norfolk,  Va.,  and  dur- 
ing the  greater  part  of  his  life  followed  school- 
teaching.  To  some  extent  he  also  engaged  in 
farming.  He  removed  from  Norfolk  when  a  young 
man,  in  order  to  acquire  the  means  whereby  he 
could  pay  his  tuition  in  school.  He  was  indus- 
trious, enterprising  and  ambitious,  and  his  life  was 
well  spent.  He  died  of  Asiatic  cholera  in  18.50. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Elizabeth 
Jacobs,  was  a  daugliter  of  Harrison  Jacobs,  a  Rev- 
olutionary soldier.  Tlie  paternal  grandfatlier  was 
a  large  slaveholder  in  Virginia,  as  was  Mr.  Jacobs. 
Both  of  them  offered  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  slaves, 
but  they  refused  to  accept  them,  for  they  believed 
strongly  in  Abolition  principles.  Both  were  prom- 
inent and  active  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  in  politics  he  was  a  Henry  Clay  Whig.  He  was  a 


ver3'  popular  and  successful  teacher,  and  had  the 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew  him.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  Kentucky  in  1890. 

In  tlie  Wright  family  were  llie  following  chil- 
dren: Jolin,  Tabitha;  Ann,  wife  of  David  Schn3-- 
der;  Francis,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  five; 
Sarah,  wife  of  James  Goff;  Martlia,  wife  of  diaries 
Walters;  Catlierine,  wife  of  Jackson  Jolinson; 
Elizabeth,  wife  of  Charles  Barnett;  Jane,  wife  of 
Walter  Welsh;  and  David,  who  was  murdered  in 
Hawesville,  Ky.,  in  1892. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  our  subject  re- 
mained upon  the  home  farm  and  look  care  of  his 
mother  and  the  famil3'.  He  worked  hard,  and 
with  his  earnings  he  educated  his  three  sisters, 
Catherine,  Elizabeth  and  Jane.  In  1861  he  came  to 
Illinois,  but  continued  to  assist  his  mother  and  her 
family.  He  went  to  work  as  a  tobacconist  in  Ra- 
leigh, where  his  elder  brother,  John,  was  estab- 
lished in  business,  and  there  continued  for  nine 
years. 

On  the  12th  of  July,  1866,  Mr.  Wright  wedded 
Mary  C.  Johnson,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  the  following  children:  lona  A.,  born  August 
13,  1867;  Ella  May,  November  18,  1869;  Mary  A., 
born  January  9, 1871,  and  died  in  infancy;  Thomas 
D.  A.,  born  December  26,  1874;  William  H.,  Janu- 
ary 26,  1877;  Jesse  M.  J.,  December  5,  1880; 
Harry  E.,  March  9,  1888;  and  Charles  H.,  October 
24,  1892.  The  eldest  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of 
Rufus  Wiseley,  of  Murphysboro. 

A  3'ear  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Wright  removed 
with  his  family  to  DuQuoin,  where  he  followed 
cigar-making  and  coopering  until  the  spring  of 
1878,  when  he  came  to  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides.  It  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and 
well  improved;  it  is  one  hundred  acres  in  extent, 
and  has  upon  it  a  comfortable  and  commodious 
residence  and  all  other  modern  accessories  and 
conveniences.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright  are  promi- 
nent members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
in  which  he  serves  as  Trustee  and  Assistant  Super- 
intendent of  the  Sunda3'-sciiool.  In  politics  he 
was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  is  now  independ- 
ent, supporting  the  man  whom  he  thinks  best  qual- 
ified for  the  office.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
influential  citizens  of   his   neighborhood,  and  is 
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liiglily  respected  by  his  many  friends  and  acquain- 
tances in  the  community'. 

Mrs.  Wriu^lit  is  a  daiigiitcr  of  Thomas  N.  .John- 
son, wiio  was  l)orn  near  Lebanon,  St.  Chiir  County, 
111.,  .Tilly  7,  181(),  and  was  a  son  of  Malcolm  and 
Rebecca  .Johnson.  His  father  was  born  in  Ireland, 
.January  12,  1777,  and  when  a  small  boy  came 
with  his  parents  to  America,  locating  in  Kentuck}^ 
After  his  marriage  he  emigrated  to  St.  Clair  Coun- 
t3',  111.,  which  was  then  an  almost  unbroken  wil- 
derness, in  which  the  Indians  were  far  more  nu- 
merous than  the  white  settlers.  He  worked  in  the 
fields  with  his  rille  strapped  to  his  back,  in  order 
to  be  ready  for  any  hostile  attacks  from  the  In- 
dians. He  had  a  large  family-.  Margaret,  born 
September  12,  1808,  married  Charles  JIcDonald 
.January  21,  1835;  James  was  born  November 
10,  1809,  and  married  Nancy  N.  Bonus  March  31, 
1833;  George,  born  February  18,  1811,  died  Octo- 
ber 29,  1823;  William,  who  was  born  May  17, 
1815,  wedded  Mary  L.  Holt  November  13,  1834; 
Theophilus  M.,  born  January  25,  1814,  married 
Elizabeth  I.  Chapman  May  25,  1838;  Thomas  N. 
married  Harriett  T.  Peoples  December  10.  1840; 
John  W.,  born  February  5,  1819,  married  Ann 
Smith  August  3,  1850;  Jesse  H.,  born  August 
20,  1820,  married  Cornelia  S.  Butcher  April  25, 
1847;  Lavina  was  born  January  19,  1824;  Mary, 
born  August  24,  1825,  became  the  wife  of  A.  B. 
Sharp  November  7,  1844;  Sarah  N.,  born  April  10, 
1827,  became  the  wife  of  Alex  Chesney  July  4, 
1847;  and  Hugh,  born  January  25,  1829,  com- 
pletes the  family.  Among  the  sons  were  four 
Methodist  ministers,  and  the  parents  and  children 
were  all  members  of  that  church.  The  fatlier  died 
April  2,  1841,  and  his  wife  passed  away  Septem- 
ber 12,  1858. 

Thomas  N.  Johnson  was  reared  on  the  home 
farm,  and  completed  his  education  in  McKendree 
College.  For  several  j-ears  he  engaged  in  black-  i 
smithing  and  farming,  and  then  entered  the  work 
of  the  ministry,  in  which  he  was  actively  engaged 
from  1853  until  1877,  when,  on  account  of  failing 
health,  he  was  superanuated,  still  he  continued  his 
labors  as  far  as  able.  He  |)reached  forty-seven 
hundred  and  thirt}'  sermons  and  took  twenty-two 
hundred  and  fifty   pereons  into  the   church.     He 


died  December  8,  1891,  at  the  home  of  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Wright.  His  wife,  who  was  born  No- 
vember 8,  1817,  died  November  21,  1883.  Their 
children  were:  Martha  J.,  born  April  30,  1842; 
.John  D.,  April  13,  1844;  Mary  C,  July  7,  1848; 
Laura  E.,  August  31,  1852;  and  Lavina  E.,  No- 
vember 25,  1854.  The  father  of  this  family 
was  one  of  the  most  energetic  men,  and  never 
allowed  any  obstacle  to  turn  him  from  the  path 
of  duty.  In  disposition  he  was  gentle,  kind, 
sympathetic  and  generous,  and  never  neglected  an 
opportunity  to  do  good.  Surely  the  world  is  bet- 
ter for  his  having  lived. 


=+-f**-M-++s 


^I'ACOB  M.  TINDALL.  This  gentleman  is 
the  son  of  an  honored  pioneer  of  Randolph 
County,  and  has  spent  his  entire  life  within 
its  bounds.  It  can  therefore  be  justly  said 
of  him  that  he  has  grown  up  with  the  countrj', 
and  his  life  in  a  great  measure  corresponds  with 
the  development  that  has  gone  on  about  him.  He 
is  now  pleasantly  located  on  section  22,  township 
7,  range  6,  with  such  surroundings  that  he  can  en- 
joy all  the  comforts  of  life. 

Mr.  Tindall  was  born  in  Rockwood  Precinct, 
July  19,  1859,  and  is  the  third  child  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  nine  children  born  to  John 
D.  and  Amanda  (Barnes)  Tindall.  The  father, 
who  was  a  native  of  Delaware,  was  taken  by  his 
parents  to  Indiana  when  four  years  old,  and  after 
a  residence  there  of  a  like  period,  came  with  him 
to  this  county.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  near  Rockwood,  and  employed  his  leisure 
time  in  aiding  his  father  to  carry  on  the  farm. 
He  is  well  known  as  an  honest,  intelligent  and  re- 
liable citizen,  and  was  an  ordained  minister  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  He  always  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  "politically,  and  served  very  efficiently  as  a 
School  Director  for  many  years.  His  death  oc- 
curred Ma3-  28,  1887.  The  lady  who  shared  his 
trials  and  successes  is  still  living.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  on  coming  to 
this  state  in  an  early  da}',  here  made  a  permanent 
location. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  received  his  primary 
education  in   the  district  schools  near  his  home, 
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and  in  1881  entered  the  Illinois  Normal  Schoolat 
Carbondale,  where  he  prosecuted  his  studies  in 
the  higher  branches.  After  attending  this  school 
he  taught  in  Randolph  County  for  three  j'ears, 
and  during  lliat  time  also  carried  on  farming  in 
connection  witli  teaching.  He  has  since,  however, 
given  his  entire  attention  to  cultivating  his  land, 
and  now  owns  one  of  the  best  estates  in  township  7. 
In  May,  1888,  Mr.  Tindall  and  Miss  Chloe, 
daughter  of  George  and  Catherine  (Spears)  Tope, 
were  united  in  marriage.  Their  union  was  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  four  children,  one  of  whom  died 
in  infancj'.  Those  living  are  Eva,  Harry  D.  and 
Carrie;  the  two  latter  are  twins.  After  weighing 
the  merits  of  political  questions,  Mr.  Tindall  iden- 
tified himself  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has 
been  spoken  of  prominentl\-  for  County  Treasurer, 
and  on  another  occasion  as  Circuit  Clerk.  So- 
cially, he  is  an  Odd  Fellow,  belonging  to  Chester 
Lodge  No.  71. 

'^UGH  WILSON,  Sr.     Randolph    County  is 
1^  the  home  of  many  intelligent  and  prosper- 


ous farmers,  who  from  a  small  beginning 
have  won  a  comjjetence,  securing  a  goodly 
amount  of  land  and  surrounding  themselves  with 
all  the  comforts  and  conveniences  which  heart 
can  wish.  Among  this  number  may  be  men- 
tioned Hugh  Wilson,  who,  in  addition  to  his  repu- 
tation as  an  agriculturist,  is  well  known  as  a 
man  of  much  intelligence,  honorable  ancestr}'  and 
Christian  character.  He  is  at  present  residing  on 
section  21,  township  4,  range  5,  where  he  has  a 
fine  estate  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres. 

Hugh  Wilson,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  was  killed  in  1822, 
while  descending  into  a  coal  mine.  He,  in  turn, 
was  the  son  of  a  gentleman  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  Hugh,  and  was  likewise  a  native  of  the 
above  county  in  Scotland,  where  he  died  in  his 
seventy -seventh  year.  Our  subject's  mother,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  Ayrshire,  was  the  daughter  of 
James  Humphrey,  who  reared  a  large  family  and 
died  in  his  native  land,  Scotland. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  and 
spent  their  entire  lives  in    their  native   country. 


They  were  members  of  the  Covenanter  Ciiurch. 
Our  subject,  wiio  was  their  only  child,  was  born 
in  1822  in  Ayrshire,  where  he  received  a  good 
education.  AYhen  a  small  boy  lie  began  to  work 
in  the  coal  mines,  which  business  he  followed  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  then,  in  1842,  he  en- 
tered the  British  army,  becoming  a  member  of 
Conipan}'  4,  Ninety-first  Highlanders.  The  first 
six  months  of  his  life  as  a  soldier  were  spent 
in  drilling  in  England,  and  January  6,  1844, 
he  sailed  as  a  part  of  the  Guard  of  Honor  to  Sir 
Paragrin  Maitland  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
South  Africa,  and  with  his  company  reached  their 
destination  March  17.  Marching  to  the  frontier, 
they  joined  their  regiment,  which  was  doing  duty 
against  the  Caffres,  and  was  engaged  there  for  a 
period  of  nine  years  and  two  months.  During  that 
time  he  participated  in  many  skirmishes  under 
Col.  Colin  Campbell.  The  Commander-in-Chief, 
however,  was  Colonel  Somerset. 

In  1853  Mr.  Wilson  was  discharged  from  the 
arm^'  on  account  of  disability,  after  having  served 
eleven  years  and  three  months.  In  1846,  while 
engaged  in  a  fight  with  some  Caffres,  he  was  se- 
verely wounded  in  the  head  with  a  "knob  carry," 
an  offensive  and  defensive  weapon  in  the  hands 
of  a  Caflre.  After  his  discharge  our  subject  re- 
turned to  his  old  home  in  Scotland,  where  he 
again  entered  the  mines,  and  followed  that  occu- 
pation until  1857,  when  he  decided  to  try  his  for- 
tune in  America.  Coming  hither,  he  made  his 
way  directly  to  Randolph  County  and  purch.ised 
a  farm,  on  which  he  made  his  home  for  five  j'ears. 

The  present  estate  of  our  subject,  upon  which 
he  has  resided  for  the  past  thirt}'  years,  was  a 
wild  tract  of  land  when  it  came  into  his  posses- 
sion, and  the  only  improvement  which  it  bore  was 
a  log  house.  Now  it  is  supplied  with  well  built 
farm  structures,  neat  fences,  and  everything  about 
the  place  is  conclusive  proof  of  the  skill  and  en- 
erg}'  of  him  under  whose  management  this  state 
of  things  was  obtained. 

Prior  to  leaving  his  native  land,  Mr.  Wilson 
was  married,  in  1853,  to  Miss  Margaret  Hutton, 
who  was  born  in  Ayrshire  in  1820.  Bj-  her  union 
with  our  subject  she  became  the  mother  of  three 
children,  of  whom  Hugh  and  Andrew  S.  are  the 
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only  ones  living.  Mrs.  Wilson  departed  this  life  in 
January,  1892,  beloved  by  all  who  knew  her.  Mr. 
Wilson  has  always  been  actively  interested  in  the 
schools  of  the  neighborhood,  and  is  a  reliable  citi- 
zen, an  intelligent  man,  and  one  whose  life  wins 
respect  from  those  aljout  him. 


<a  jt  W.  ESSICK,  M.  D.,  has  since  1885  engaged 
\/\/l  '"  ^''*'  l"'''*''''ce  of  medicine  in  Murphys- 
^^^  boro,  and  has  been  eminently  successful  in 
his  pr(jfessi()n,  winning  a  high  reputation,  wiiich 
has  placed  liini  in  the  lead  among  the  medical 
practitioners  of  southern  Illinois.  lie  well  deserves 
representation  in  the  history  of  his  adopted  count3', 
and  with  pleasure  we  present  his  record  to  our 
readers.  He  was  born  near  Duncannon,  Perry 
Count}',  Pa.,  October  16,  1854.  The  family  was 
originally  of  German  descent.  Manj'  years  ago  the 
name  was  spelled  Essig,  and  its  meaning  was  vin- 
egar. The  grand fathei,  John  Essiek,  was  born  in 
Chester  County,  Pa.,  followed  farming  in  Dauphin 
County,  and  later  near  Liverpool,  on  the  Susque- 
hanna River.  He  served  as  First  Lieutenant  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  afterward  received  a  pension 
for  his  services.  He  died  at  the  advanced  age  of 
ninety-nine. 

Rev.  John  Essiek,  the  Doctor's  father,  was  born 
in  Dau[)liiu  County.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm,  for 
some  3-ears  carried  on  farming  in  Perry  County, 
Pa.,  and  in  1868  removed  to  Richland  Count}-,  III. 
He  there  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  for  a 
time,  but  subsequentlj" engaged  in  missionary  work 
as  a  local  minister  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
His  work  was  always  performed  witliout  financial 
remuneration.  He  died  on  his  farm  in  1882,  at  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years.  When  he  removed  to  bis 
farm  it  was  an  unbroken  tract  of  land,  but  he  at 
once  began  its  development.  There  were  no 
churches  near,  and  wiihin  six  months  he  had  or- 
ganized a  church  and  Sund.ay-school.  Now  within 
site  of  the  old  home  two  churches  stand.  His  wife, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Julia  A.  Smith,  was 
born  in  .Snyder  County,  Pa.,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Jacob  Smith,  a  nali\TB  of  Dauphin  County,  Pa. 
He  was  a  distiller  and  an  extensive  farmer,  Mrs,  Es- 
11 


sick  spent  her  last  days  in  the  Doctor's  home,  pass- 
ing away  in  1884.  In  the  family-  were  four  chil- 
dren, but  only  two  are  now  living,  the  brother 
being  Samuel  T.,  a  farmer  near  Pomona. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  with  his  parents 
to  Illinois,  and  was  icared  on  a  farm  in  Richland 
County  until  18G!).  He  then  engaged  in  driving 
a  stage  for  two  years  between  Carmi  and  Gra^'ville, 
also  carrying  the  mail.  He  made  three  trips  each 
week.  On  one  nigiit  an  attempt  was  made  to  rob 
him,  but  he  escaped  and  saved  the  mail  and  express. 
Subsequently  he  purchased  fort}-  acres  adjoining 
the  old  home  farm,  wliicii  he  operated  for  two 
years.  In  1875  he  entered  the  normal  school  of 
Carbondale,  where  the  succeeding  three  years  of 
his  life  were  passed.  He  has  also  taught  school  to 
some  extent.  In  1876  he  began  reading  medicine 
under  Dr.  R.  P.  Lightfoot,  of  Carbondale,  and  in 
1878  took  a  summer  course  of  lectures  in  the  med- 
ical college  at  Nashville,  Tenn.  Returning,  he 
pas.sed  the  examination  before  the  State  Board,  and 
at  once  began  practice  in  Pomona,  where  he  con- 
tinued until  the  autumn  of  1881,  when  he  again 
went  to  Nashville.  The  following  spring  he  was 
graduated  will)  the  degree  of  M.  D.,  and  received 
the  first  prize  faculty  medal,  valued  at  §50.  Heat 
once  resumed  |)raclice  in  Pomona. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1883,  Dr.  Essiek  wedded 
Miss  Mattie  E.  Reeves,  who  was  born  in  this  coun- 
ty. They  have  one  son,  Raymond  B.  In  June, 
1885,  the  Doctor  was  appointed  on  the  Board  of 
Pension  Examiners  by  President  Cleveland.  The 
following  jear,  however,  he  came  to  Murphysboro, 
where  he  has  since  engaged  in  practice  with  a 
marked  degree  of  success.  For  the  past  five  years 
he  has  been  surgeon  for  the  Mobile  A-  Ohio  Rail- 
road, and  is  the  cf)nsulting  surgeon  and  physician 
for  the  Gastside  Coal  Company.  He  belongs  to 
the  Southern  Illinois  Medical  Association,  the 
State  Medical  Association,  and  the  National  As- 
sociation of  Railway  Surgeons.  He  ever  keeps 
abreast  with  the  discoveries  and  theories  concerning 
his  profession,  and  his  large  practice  is  well  merited 
by  his  ability.  In  1890  he  took  a  post-graduate 
course  at  the  St.  Ix)uis  Medical  College. 

The  Doctor  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty  acres  of  land  in  Kinkaid  Townskip.     When 
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it  carae  into  his  possession  it  was  covered  with 
timber,  but  he  cleared  the  tract,  has  planted  it  in 
fniit,  and  now  has  the  largest  fruit  farm  in  the 
county.  Sociill^',  he  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  and  the  Uniformed  Rank.  In  December, 
1893,  he  was  elected  surgeon  of  the  Sixth  Regi- 
ment, K.  P.,  for  a  term  of  four  years.  While  liv- 
ing in  Pomona  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Board 
of  Trustees.  For  two  years  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  P^ducation,  and  was  elected  its 
President  almost  unanimousl3',  there  being  only 
six  opposing  votes.  In  politics  he  was  formerly  a 
Democrat,  but  is  now  a  stalwart  Republican. 


=^^il-^"i^li^#^= 


DROF.  H.  \V.  EVEREST,  Regent  of  the  South- 
)  ern  Illinois  State  Normal  University  of  Car- 
i-        bondale,  and   one    of    tlie    most    prominent 

\  ministers  of  the  Christian  Church,  is  a  native 
of  North  Hudson,  Essex  County,  N.  Y.,  where  liis 
birth  occurred  May  10,  1831.  His  father,  AV.  B. 
Everest,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and  came  of  an 
old  New  England  family.  He  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812.  He  married  Lydia  Smith,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  daughter  of  Ben- 
jamin Smith,  who  also  was  descended  from  an 
early  New  England  famih'.  Their  mairiage  was 
celebrated  in  the  Empire  State,  and  they  made 
their  home  in  Essex  County  until  1851,  when  they 
removed  to  northern  Ohio,  and  thence  to  Ionia, 
Mich.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of  ninet^'-lwo, 
and  his  wife  when  ninety  years  of  age.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  mechanic.  With  the  Methodist  Church 
he  held  membership,  while  his  wife  belonged  to 
the  Christian  Church.  The3'  were  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living:  II.  W., 
of  this  sketch;  Mrs.  Clara  Spaulding,  of  Ionia, 
Mich.;  Jane,  Frederick,  Stephen  and  Charles  H., 
who  are  also  living  in  Ionia. 

Pi'ofessor  Everest  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
until  eighteen  years  of  age,  giving  his  father  the 
benefit  of  his  services.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he 
began  teaching  in  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
state,  and  when  a  young  man  of  seventeen  he  at- 
tended school  at  Crown  Point,  N.  Y.  The  follow- 
ing year  he  was  a  student  in  Chester  Academy,  of 


Geauga  County,  Ohio;  later  he  attended  Hiram  Col- 
lege, and  in  1861  was  graduated  from  Oberlin  Col- 
lege, after  completing  the  classical  course.  While 
at  Chester  and  Hiram  Colleges,  he  was  associated 
with  President  Garfield.  His  life  work  has  been 
that  of  teaching,  and  he  has  occupied  some  promi- 
nent positions.  For  a  time  he  w.as  President  of 
Hiram  College,  as  the  successor  of  General  Garfield. 
In  1864,  he  was  elected  President  of  Eureka  (111.) 
College,  and  filled  that  position  until  1872.  In 
1877,  he  was  again  called  to  its  Piosidency,  and 
there  continued  until  1881,  when  he  became  Presi- 
dent of  Butler  University  of  Indianapolis,  Ind., 
of  which  he  remained  in  charge  until  1887.  He 
then  became  Chancellor  of  Garfield  University,  of 
Wichita,  Kan.  Lie  was  also  a  Professor  in  the 
Kentucky  University,  at  Lexington,  and  is  now  at 
the  head  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Stale  Normal 
Universit}'.  Under  hi?  leadership  many  men  of  fame 
have  pursued  their  studies,  and  his  guiding  hand 
has  aided  in  directing  the  lives  of  men  who  have 
become  prominent  in  various  walks  of  life. 

In  1857,  Professor  Everest  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  A.  Harrison,  of  Painesville, 
Ohio,  who  was  born  in  1833,  and  was  adaughterof 
William  Harrison,  an  Englishman.  To  her  hus- 
band she  ever  proved  a  faithful  companion  and 
helpmate,  and  bj'  her  encouragement  and  S3mpathy 
aided  him  greatly  in  his  life  work.  She  was  called 
to  the  home  beyond  October  20,  1892.  Three  sons 
were  born  to  them:  Claude  H.,  who  married  Miss 
Martha  Pettit,  by  whom  he  has  three  children,  and 
resides  in  Hutchinson,  Kan.;  .lean  II.,  a  lawyer  of 
Oklahoma,  who  married  Miss  Edith  Kiikbride,  who 
died  leavingfoursons;  and  Herbert  IL,  who  wedded 
Miss  Josie  Brook.  He  is  now  studying  law.  The 
sons  are  all  university  graduates,  and  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church. 

Mr.  Everest  has  been  a  minister  of  the  church 
for  forty  years,  and  has  occasionally  served  as 
pastor,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  time  has  been 
devoted  to  teaching  and  to  lecturing.  Besides  his 
duties  as  Regent,  he  occupies  the  chair  of  psychol- 
ogy and  ethics  in  the  Southern  Illinois  Normal 
University.  He  received  the  degree  of  A.  B.  and 
A.  M.  from  Oberlin  College,  and  that  of  LL.  D. 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  Eureka  College.     He  is 
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a  ready  and  fluent  writer,  and  has  contributed  much 
to  different  papers  and  periodicals.  He  is  also  tiic 
autiior  of  a  work  on  Christian  evidence  caliod  the 
"Divine  Demonstiatioii."  He  delivered  an  address 
before  the  World's  Congress  of  Religions  iield  in 
Chicago  in  1893.  It  was  tiie  ojuMiing  address  and 
was  upon  tlie  subject  of  "The  First  Century  of  the 
Church. 

• ^^Bj^P ' 

'¥/  AFAYETTE  WARNOCK,  Justice  of  the 
ll  (^  Peace  of  Monroe  County,  and  a  prominent 
jlk^-.  citizen  of  Columbia,  was  born  in  Vandalia, 
Fayette  County,  111.,  March  12,  1824,  and  is  a  son 
of  .ludge  .John  Warnocl<.  who  was  tlie  lirsl  Terri- 
torial .Judge  for  tlVe  southern  district  of  tlie  state. 
He  was  liorn  and  reared  in  Charleston,  S.  C.,  and 
was  a  son  of  Joseph  Warnock,  who  served  under 
General  Marion  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  Tlie 
Judge  studied  law  under  Governor  Bennett,  of 
Soutli  Carolina,  and  through  the  influence  of  th.at 
gentleman  was  appointed  Territorial  Judge.  In 
Harrison ville,  Monroe  County,  he  married  Miss 
Jane,  daughter  of  John  McClure,  who  was  one  of 
Wasiiinglon's  Life  Guards  in  the  struggle  for  In- 
dependence. Mr.  Warnock  continued  to  serve  as 
Judge  until  the  state  was  admitted  to  the  I^nion, 
in  1818,  and  was  Postmaster  of  Vandalia  when 
that  city  was  state  capital.  About  1828  he  re- 
moved to  St.  Clair  County,  where  he  purchased 
land,  but  after  a  short  time  he  bought  a  farm  be- 
tween Columbia  and  Waterloo,  where  he  made  his 
home  for  some  years.  Subsequently,  he  removed 
to  Texas.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig.  His  death 
occurred  in  December,  1858.  After  the  death  of 
his  first  wife,  he  was  again  married,  in  Arkansas. 
By  the  former  union  there  were  ten  children,  eight 
of  whom  grew  to  mature  years,  but  onl3'  three 
are  now  living:  AVilliam  C,  a  farmer  of  Iowa; 
Mary  Catherine,  widow  of  William  Herse^-,  and  a 
resident  of  Monroe  County;  and  Lafayette,  of 
this  sketch. 

'Sciuire  Warnock  w.is  engaged  in  McKendree 
College,  of  Lebanon,  and  then  returned  to  the 
home  farm,  upon  which  he  had  been  reared. 
About  four  years  later  he  went  to  Jamestown, 
Wis.,  where  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising 


and  also  served  as  Postmaster  for  two  years.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  took  up  his  residence 
in  Waterloo,  III.,  where  he  engaged  in  general 
merchandising  for  six  years,  when  in  18.')1  Ik;  again 
came  to  Columbia.  Here  he  followed  the  same 
pursuit  for  two  years,  after  which  he  purch.iscd 
the  Columbia  Star  Mills,  and  in  connection  with 
John  II.  Wilson  operated  the  same  until  18(17, 
when  they  solil  out  to  Henry  Huch.  Since  that 
time  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  looking  after 
his  real-estate  interests. 

Mr.  AVainock  was  married  February  7,  1819,  to 
Lucinda  Moore,  daughter  of  James  B.  Moore. 
His  father  was  Enoch  Moore,  who  was  the  first 
white  American  child  born  in  the  state  of  Illinois. 
In  1781,  James  Moore,  father  of  Enoch,  came  from 
Virginia  and  settled  in  Monroe  County,  near 
Waterloo,  where  both  he  and  his  son  spent  their 
entire  lives.  James  Moore  lived  to  an  advanced  age 
in  this  locality,  and  then  removed  to  Jersey  Coun- 
ty, 111.  His  last  d.iys  were  spent  in  Brighton. 
Mrs.  Warnock  was  born  in  Monroe  County',  March 
13,  1826.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
ten  children,  eight  of  whom  are  yet  living:  James 
W.,  a  stock  dealer  of  Columbia;  W.  H.,  a  real- 
estate  and  loan  dealer  of  Butler,  Mo.;  Samuel  ¥., 
Cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  in  Butler,  Mo.; 
W.  M.,  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  successful 
attorneys  of  the  state;  Emma  A.,  wife  of  Dr.  M. 
G.  Nixon,  a  i)racticing  physician,  druggist  and 
Postmaster  of  Columbia;  Nellie  M.,  wife  of  Z.  J. 
Williams,  a  general  merchant  of  Butler,  Mo.;  Min- 
nie M.  and  Lucy  Jane,  who  complete  the  family. 
W.  M.,  who  graduated  from  the  l"nion  College  of 
Law,  in  Chicago,  began  practice  at  the  age  of 
twenty  years,  locating  in  Edwardsville,  III.  The 
children  have  all  received  good  educational  ad- 
van  t.ages. 

Since  the  dissolution  of  the  Whig  jiarty,  Mr. 
Warnock  has  been  a  supporter  of  the  Democracy. 
He  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Notary 
Public  for  twenty  years,  and  is  one  of  the  Levee 
Commissioners  of  Monroe  County.  His  faithful- 
ness to  public  duty  is  indicated  by  his  long  con- 
tinued service.  He  owns  about  five  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  county  and  has  a  residence 
and  thirteen  lots  in  Brighton,  HI.,  besides  his  fine 
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home  and  two  acres  of  land  in  Columbia.  Socially, 
he  is  connected  with  the  Odd  Fellows'  societ3" 
and  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  and  his  wife  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  its 
organization,  has  served  as  Trustee  and  Steward, 
and  for  twenty-six  j-ears  was  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school.  His  life  has  been  straightfor- 
ward and  honorable  in  everj'  particular,  and  his 
uprightness  has  won  for  him  the  confidence  and 
high  regard  of  the  entire  community.  He  comes 
from  a  prominent  family,  and  is  himself  one  of 
the  leading  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  state. 


J-i"i"i"5'^^,-5"f-f-J-t 


3.5..}.4..j.*^^'4.4.4.^.p 


llkm  -A-RMADUKE    E.    EMERSON.      There    is 
I      l\\    ^'^  greater  pleasure  for  the  hand  and  mind 
JK       *  of  the  historian  or  biographer  to  perform 
*  than  to  record  the  life  and  achievements 

of  a  man  who  began  life's  battles  under  adverse 
circumstances,  and  who,  through  his  own  unaided 
efforts,  has  secured  the  general  acknowledgment 
of  being  an  honest  man  and  worthy  citizen.  Such 
a  man  is  Mr.  Emerson,  who  occupies  the  responsi- 
ble position  of  foreman  in  the  mammoth  mills  of 
the  H.  C.  Cole  Barrel  Works,  of  Chester. 

Our  subject  has  always  been  a  resident  of  this 
count}-,  having  been  born  in  Chester  March  14, 1847. 
He  is  the  sixth  child  in  order  of  birth  in  the  famil}- 
of  Amos  and  Mar}'  (Walker)  Emerson,  the  former 
a  native  of  Portland,  Me.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject left  home  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen,  and 
going  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  joined  the  army  and 
served  as  a  soldier  during  the  Black  Hawk  War. 
After  that  conflict  he  located  in  Edwardsville,  this 
state,  thence  he  moved  to  Chester,  where  he  spent 
the  rest  of  his  days,  following  his  trade  of  a 
cooper.  His  decease  occurred  in  1H60.  The  Em- 
erson family  originally  came  from  England,  while 
On  his  mother's  side  our  subject  is  of  Irish  descent. 
The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jackson 
Walker,  came  to  America  in  an  early  da}-,  and 
made  his  home  in  Florence,  Ala.,  where  Mrs.  Em- 
erson was  born,  and  later  the  family  moved  to 
New  Orleans,  where  she  first  met  her  husband,  the 
father  of  our  subject.     Marmadukc  received  his  ed- 


ucation in  the  schools  of  Chester,  and  when  old 
enough  learned  the  trade  of  a  cooper.  He  was  a 
lad  of  twelve  years  when  his  father  died,  and  at 
that  early  age  he  began  the  struggle  of  life  on  his 
own  account. 

Mr.  Emerson  worked  as  a  journeyman  cooper 
through  various  sections  of  Indiana,  Missouri  and 
Illinois,  and  in  1876  he  entered  the  shop  of  H.  C. 
Cole  &  Co.,  where  he  began  work.  He  was  very 
industrious  and  conscientious  in  his  labors,  and 
two  years  after  beginning  work  with  the  coin|)any 
his  efforts  were  rewarded,  he  being  made  foreman 
of  the  cooper  shop.  Wherever  he  goes,  Mr.  Em- 
erson wins  friends,  and  he  holds  a  deservedl}'  high 
reputation  throughout  the  city  and  am!)ng  his  fel- 
low-workmen. 

In  1876  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Marj-  J., 
daughter  of  D.  S.  and  V.  (Montroy)  Lybarger,  of 
Chester.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth 
of  four  children:  Gladys  Olivia,  Ralph  Waldo, 
Clyde  Vivian  and  Earl  Mannaduke.  The  last 
named  is  now  deceased,  passing  away  when  three 
years  of  age.  Mrs.  Emerson  is  a  devoted  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  with  her  hus- 
band and  family  occupies  a  high  jilace  in  the  home 
community. 

Our  subject  is  wide  awake  and  progressive,  and 
takes  quite  .an  interest  in  political  affairs,  voting 
■with  the  Democratic  part}'.  He  has  held  the  office 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  represented  the  first 
ward  in  the  City  Council  for  many  terms.  He  is 
known  as  a  public-spirited  citizen,  aiding  gener- 
ously in  all  matters  of  mutual  welfare.  Socially, 
Mr.  Emerson  is  a  charter  member  of  Chester  Lodge 
No.  57, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  that  order  has  filled 
nearlv  all  the  chairs. 


ihi^\  ATHES  KALMER  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  the  agricultuiists  of  Monroe  Coun- 
ty.    He  resides  on    section    28,   townshi[) 
3,  i-ange  9,  where  he  has  made  his    home 
for  many  years.     He  was  born  in  Germany,  July 
25,  1822,  and  is  the    second  in  a  family  of    three 
sons,  whose  parents  were  Casper  and    Mary  (Kre- 
[   ger)  Kalmer.  His  lH"<.>Vher.s  were  Henry  and  Frank. 
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Casper  Kalnicr  was  reared  and  edutatpii  in  Ger- 
many, and  for  some  3'ears  ho  had  to  support  his 
fatlior,  whii-li  lie  did  by  working  at  the  carpenter's 
trade.  AftcM-  his  faliier's  death  he  wedded  Miss 
Kreger,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Germany,  and  in 
1842  he  emigrated  with  liis  famdy  to  America, 
landing  in  New  Oilcans,  lie  then  look  p.assage  on 
the  steamer  "General  Pratt,"  but  while  coming  up 
the  Mississippi  the  vessel  took  fire,  at  Vicksburg. 
The}'  then  boarded  another  vessel,  which  was  sunk 
at  Cairo,  and  from  that  place  to  Waterloo  they 
completed  the  journey  on  foot.  Mr.  Kaliner  con- 
tinued to  follow  carfientering  until  his  death, 
which  resulted  from  an  accident  that  occurred  in 
Columbia.  He  was  run  over  by  a  load  of  lumber 
and  instantly  killed,  and  his  remains  were  laid  to 
rest  in  Waterloo.  In  politics,  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  She  too  met  with  death  by  ac- 
cident. They  were  highly  respected  people,  who 
had  many  friends  throughout  the  community  in 
which  they  made  their  home. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  Mathes 
Kalmer,  who  in  the  schools  of  his  native  land  ac- 
quired his  education.  He  accompanied  his  parents 
to  America,  and  remained  with  them  until  eighteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself. 
He  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade  in  lierksville.and 
afterwards  followed  that  pursuit  in  St.  Louis.  Sub- 
sequently he  carried  on  blaeksmithing  in  Waterloo 
for  several  years,  and  while  thus  engaged  he  met 
with  an  accident  which  resulted  in  the  loss  of  his 
right  eye.  This  exempted  him  from  service  in  the 
army.  He  then  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  lives  and  has  since  made  it  his  home. 

In  1H,'')2  Mr.  Kalmer  was  mairied  to  Miss  Cathe- 
rine Kleier,  a  native  of  fiermany,  who  after  her 
parents'  death  came  to  the  United  States  with  her 
sister.  After  a  brief  illness  she  was  called  to  her 
final  rest,  about  1879,aiid  her  remains  were  interred 
in  Waterloo  Cemetery.  She  had  many  friends  in 
the  community,  who  sincerely  mourned  her  loss. 
In  the  family  were  eight  children,  of  whom  three 
died  in  infancy.  Klizabeth  is  now  the  wife  of 
Henry  Vogel,  a  farmer  residing  in  Glasgow,  by 
whom  she  had  seven  children.  Mary  Ann  is  the 
wife  of  John  F"orabaugh  and  has  a  family  of  three 


children.  Caroline  married  Frank  Herape,  a  farmer 
of  Oregon,  and  they  have  three  children.  Katie 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Ritter,  who  operates  the  old 
homestead,  and  they  had  two  children,  but  one  died 
in  infancy.  Christina,  the  youngest  memberof  the 
family,  mairied  Martin  Canon. 

Mr.  Kalmer  endeavored  to  give  his  children 
educations  which  would  fit  them  for  the  prac- 
tical and  responsible  duties  of  life.  As  a  citi- 
zen he  is  public-spirited  and  progressive, and  man- 
fests  a  commendable  interest  in  everything  per- 
taining to  the  welfare  of  the  community.  The 
greater  part  of  his  time  and  attention,  however,  is 
given  to  his  farming  interests.  He  has  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  throughout  his  life  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  of  two  hundred  acres 
as  the    result    of   his  industry  and   well    directed 


efforts. 


:^#G: 


felLLIAM     BROWN.     There    is    something 


about  tiie  life  of  a  prosperous  and  popular 
young  man  very  pleasant  to  contemplate — 
something  that  gives  encouragement  to  those 
seeking  to  make  for  themselves  desirable  positions 
in  life.  Such  an  example  is  given  in  the  life  of 
William  Pirown,  who  is  a  native  born  citizen  of 
Randolph  County,  and  who  is  now  numbered  among 
the  intelligent  farmers  of  township  7,  range  6. 
Hy  his  careful  management  his  farm  has  been 
placed  under  excellent  cultivation  and  is  now  a 
neat  and  well  ordered  property,  comparing  favora- 
bly with  any  farm  in  the  neighborhood  in  jioint 
of  tillage  and  improvement. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Lemuel  M.  Hrown,  and 
was  born  in  Chester,  this  count}',  June  4,  IH."),"). 
His  father  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  there  made 
his  home  until  reaching  his  twenty-second  year, 
when,  in  1840,  he  came  to  Chester.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  pursued  his  calling  here  until 
1871,  when  he  went  to  Springfield,  Mo.  He  was 
ranked  among  the  well-to-do  fanners  of  (ireene 
County  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in 
April,  1892.  The  lad}'  to  whom  he  was  married, 
and  who  became  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
known  in    her  maidenhood  as  Rebecca  Ann  Rust. 

William,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  second  child  in 
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order  of  birth  of  his  parents'  family'  of  three  chil- 
dren. His  mother  dying  in  1862,  when  he  was  a  lad 
of  seven  years,  he  remained  at  home  with  his  father 
until  reaching  his  fifteenth  year,  when  the  father 
removed  to  Missouri.  Our  subject  later  joined 
him  tliere,  remaining  only  a  short  time,  however, 
and  in  1873  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  was  em- 
ployed on  the  public  works  for  two  years.  At  the 
expiration  of  that  time  returning  to  his  old  home 
near  Chester,  he  began  farming  pursuits  on  his 
own  account,  and  has  ever  since  made  that  his  life 
worlv. 

Miss  Mary,  dangiiter  of  .Jolin  and  Maria  Briglit, 
of  this  count3',andoursubject  were  married  Decem- 
ber 18,  1880.  Mrs.  Brown  has  become  the  motlier 
of  six  children:  Mabel,  Anna,  Bessie,  Willie,  Lemuel 
and  Hazel.  In  his  political  relations  our  subject 
always  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in 
this  community  where  he  has  so  long  made  his 
home  he  is  both  widely  and  favorably  known,  and 
in  the  history  of  his  native  county  lie  well  de- 
serves representation. 


-^. 


<il  MLLIAM  C.  DAVIS,  Jr.,  one  of  th 
\jjj//'  nent  and  highly  respected  citi 
\yW      Perry  County,  who  is  now  livinc 


<([       jjr^ILLIAM  C.  DAVIS,  Jr.,  one  of  the  promi- 

citizens  of 
ig  on  sec- 
tion 20,  township  6,  range  4,  has  the  honor  of  be- 
ing a  native  of  Illinois,  for  his  birth  occurred  in 
Jackson  County,  on  the  22d  of  April,  1852.  His 
parents  were  William  C.  and  Mary  A.  (Cross) 
Davis.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Nashville,  Tenn., 
and  came  to  Illinois  when  a  lad  of  eight  summers 
with  his  brothers  and  sisters,  who  settled  in  Jack- 
son County.  When  he  had  attained  to  a  suflicient 
age  he  entered  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  going 
to  Kaskaskia  for  that  purpose.  From  that  time  he 
has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world,  dependent 
entirely  upon  his  own  resources.  As  his  financial 
resources  have  increased,  he  has  added  to  his  pos- 
sessions from  time  to  time  until  he  now  owns  one 
thousand  .acres.  He  was  twice  married,  and  b3'  his 
first  wife  had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  yet 
living,  Willis  and  William  C,  while  George  M.  is 


deceased.  In  1854  he  married  Elizabeth,  daugh' 
ter  of  Abel  Braughton,  of  Randolph  County,  and 
the}-  became  the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of 
whom  still  survive,  namely:  Martha  J..  Emrna, 
Maurice  C,  Murra3'  IL,  Henry,  Eliza,  Amanda  and 
Lena. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood on  his  father's  farm  and  early  became  famil- 
iar with  farm  work  in  all  its  details.  In  the  com- 
mon schools  he  conned  his  lessons  during  his  early 
years,  and  at  the  age  of  twentj'-one  attended  the 
normal  school  for  one  term.  He  then  embarked 
in  teaching,  which  profession  he  followed  for  six 
years  in  connection  with  farming. 

On  the  6th  of  December,  1875,  Mr.  Davis  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Edna  Irwin,  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  Irwin,  a  well  known  farmer  of  Jack- 
son County,  111.  They  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  two  of  whom  are  ^yet  living,  Delia,  born 
on  the  22d  of  June,  1885,  and  Carrie  M.,  born 
on  the  10th  of  September,  1893.  Lillie  and  Anna 
are  now  deceased. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  May,  1854. 
With  her  husband  she  was  returning  from  a  visit 
to  Cliester,  111.,  and  they  were  compelled  to  cross 
a  creek  which  had  been  greatly  swollen  by  the 
late  rains.  As  they  drove  upon  the  bridge  it  was 
swept  away,  and  they  were  precipitated  into  the 
rushing  torrent.  Mrs.  Davis  was  carried  down  the 
stream  and  drowned.  Mr.  Davis  only  saved  him- 
self by  his  expert  swimming. 

Our  subject  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm 
since  April  17,  1876.  It  comprised  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  of  timber  land,  but  it  is  now  four 
hundred  acres  in  extent  and  the  greater  part  of  it 
is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  im- 
proved. He  erected  a  handsome  and  commodious 
residence,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county,  and  it 
stands  as  a  monument  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 
It  is  located  on  the  Campbell  Hill  road  and  com- 
mands a  fine  view  of  the  surrounding  country. 
Well  tilled  fields  and  other  improvements  also  at- 
test the  careful  supervision  of  the  owner. 

In  politics  Mr.  Davis  it  a  Democrat,  and  served 
as  County  Commissioner  from  1883  until  1887. 
In  his  social  relations  he  is  a  Mason.  He  is  re- 
garded b^-  his  neighbors  as  a  tliiift}-  and  progress- 
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ive  man.  He  takes  a  warm  interest  in  tlie  a£Fairs 
of  the  eoiuily  and  is  a  valued  citizen,  who  well 
deserves  representation  in  tiiis  volume.  Mr.  Davis 
is  also  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  at  Percy  in 
addition  to  farming. 


d; 


1"  •"•"•*••*» 


HAHLKS  L.  HEITKAMP,  a  prosperous  gen- 
al  agriculturist,  residing  on  one  of  the 
t  farms  in  township  7,  range  6,  Ran- 
dolph County,  has  since  1855  been  idenlilied  with 
the  advancement  of  his  present  home  interests,  and, 
widely  known,  is  higlily  esteemed  for  his  business 
ability  and  sterling  integrit}-  of  character. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Prussia  .Tune  27,  1834, 
and  is  the  third  child  born  to  Frederick  AVilliam 
.Tud  Fredericka  (Kaldavier)  lleitkamp.  The  par- 
ents were  likewise  natives  of  Prussia,  and  on  emi- 
grating to  America,  in  1857,  made  their  wa}'  to  the 
Prairie  Slate.  They  followed  farming  in  Randolph 
County  until  their  decease,  the  father  dying  in 
1876,  and  the  mother  preceding  him  to  the  better 
land  by  five  years. 

Charles,  of  this  sketch, attended  school  in  ijis  na- 
tive country,  and  when  old  enough  to  do  so,  was 
enipl03'ed  at  various  kinds  of  work,  and  for  four 
years  engaged  to  work  in  a  brick  yard.  After 
reaching  his  twenty-third  year,  he  entered  the 
Prussian  arm^'  and  served  his  country  for  three 
years  and  three  months.  A  short  lime  after  his 
discharge,  he  came  to  America,  whither  his  parents 
had  preceded  him  three  years. 

After  landing  in  the  New  World,  Mr.  Heitkamp 
spent  three  months  in  New  Orleans,  then  made  his 
wa}-  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  Chester, this  state, 
and  has  since  that  time  been  a  resident  of  Ran- 
dolph County.  He  has  l)een  a  very  li;ird  working 
man,  industrious  a.id  economical,  and  as  the  result 
of  his  labors,  now  has  a  comfortaljle  estate,  which 
yields  him  a  good  income. 

In  all  matters  of  importance  Mr.  Heitkami)  main- 
tains a  deep  interest,  and  iu  1891  was  appointed 
by  the  Ma^'or  of  Chester  as  Cemetery  Superintend- 
ent. He  is  also  the  present  Superintendent  of 
the  Countj-  Farm,  and  has  been  the  incumbent  of 
that  position  for  the  past  five  years.     His  life  has 


been  distinguished  by  his  unfailing  kindness,  and 
he  has  thus  endeared  himself  to  a  multitude  of 
friends,  and  has  won  liie  high  regard  of  all  his  fel- 
low-townsmen. 

In  1860,  our  subject  and  Miss  Henrietta  Drex- 
hage  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Heitkamp 
was  also  born  in  Prussia,  where  her  parents  lived 
and  died.  Py  her  marriage  she  has  become  the 
mother  of  ten  children,  the  eldest  of  whom,  Mary, 
became  the  wife  of  Herman  Oetting.  During  a 
severe  windstorm,  on  the  night  of  November  16, 
1892,  a  large  tree  was  blown  across  the  house,  kill- 
ing Mrs.  Oetting  and  her  two  children.  The  hus- 
band escaped  injury.  The  second  child  of  our 
subject,  Amelia,  is  at  home,  while  Aniiie,  who  is 
the  wife  of  C.  Mueller,  lives  in  Chester.  Caroline 
married  M.  Loclihead,  a  successful  farmer  in  this 
county.  Wilhelmina  and  Yetta  are  married  and 
reside  in  St.  Louis.  Louisa  was  accidentally  killed 
by  a  runaway  team,  and  .Margaret,  Kniina  and 
Louis  are  all  at  home. 

Our  subject  and  his  entire  family  are  members 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  he 
is  one  of  the  ardent  advocates  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  keeps  himself  intelligently  posted  on 
local  and  national  issues. 


+= 


=-f 


^^.  PRAM  G.GORDON  is  well  known  in  pub- 
l@£Jji  lie  and  private  life  as  a  citizen  of  high 
repute  in  Chester.  He  was  born  near 
Sleeleville,  this  county,  November  6,  1849, 
and  is  a  son  of  Henry  S.  and  Nancy  (Gooding) 
Gordon.  The  father  was  born  in  Missouri  in 
1818,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  faiiner. 
He  at  the  same  time  was  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church  and  did  good  work  as  a  preacher  during 
his  active  life. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  George 
Gordon,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  of 
Scotch  descent,  his  ancestors  settling  in  this  coun- 
try prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War.  Abrani  G. 
was  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  large  family 
of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents,  nine  of  whom 
are   still    living.     He    received   a   good  common- 
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school  education  in  l)is  native  place,  and  later, 
when  entering  McKeniliee  College,  in  St.  Clair 
County,  111.,  there  carried  on  his  studies  for  tliree 
years,  graduating  in  1871. 

Having  decided  to  follow  the  profession  of  a 
law^'er,  he  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of  H.  H. 
Horner,  who  at  the  time  of  his  attending  McKen- 
dree  College  was  one  of  the  professors  in  tliat  in- 
stitution. He  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  from  St. 
Clair  County  in  1871,  and  immediately  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1873  he 
came  to  Chester,  and  has  worked  perseveringly  and 
faithfully'  in  his  profession.  He  is  now  enjoying 
the  fruits  of  that  industry,  being  regarded  as  one 
of  the  substantial  men  of  the  county. 

November  6,  1872,  Abrara  G.  Gordon  and  Miss 
Clara  J.  Short  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady, 
who  was  the  daughter  of  K.  .J.  Short,  was  born  in 
Percy,  this  county,  and  by  this  union  has  become 
the  mother  of  three  children,  Eugene  R.,  Clarice 
E.  and  Florence.  Socially  our  subject  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Chester  Lodge  No.  57,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the 
Legion  of  Honor.  With  his  wife  he  is  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Mr.  Gordon  has  ever  borne  a  prominent  part  in 
the  upbuilding  and  development  of  this  section, 
and  is  at  present  Secretary  of  the  Chester  I  mprove- 
ment  Company,  Chester  Hotel  Company  and  Ches- 
ter Electric  Light  Company.  In  addition  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession  he  personally  superin- 
tends the  operations  of  several  fine  farms  of  which 
he  is  the  owner. 


\  ( OSHUA  TYLER,  who  carries  on  general 
I  farming  on  section  3,  Sand  Ridge  Township, 
^^  I  Jackson  County,  is  a  native  of  the  Green 
^^J  Mountain  State.  He  was  born  in  Windham 
County,  December  4,  1811,  and  is  the  eldest  of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  whose  parents  were  Joshua 
and  Lois  (Bacon)  Tyler.  Both  wore  natives  of 
New  Hampshire,  but  many  years  ago  moved  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  their  last  days  were  spent. 
The  family  was  founded  in  Virginia  at  a  very  early 
day  in  the  history  of  this  countiy. 

In  the  county  of  his  nativity,  our  subject  was 


reared  to  manhood,  his  boyhood  and  youth  being 
passed  in  attendance  at  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  and  in  work  in  the  fields.  He 
accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  remained  with  them  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self. He  came  to  the  west,  for  he  believed  that 
better  privileges  were  here  afforded  than  in  the 
older  and  more  thickly  settled  states  of  the 
east.  For  a  time  he  worked  on  steamboats  on  the 
Mississippi  and  Missouri  Rivers,  and  his  lot  was 
not  always  an  easy  one.  He  made  some  extensive 
trips  through  the  west  and  thus  became  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  countiT. 

In  18-10,  in  Illinois,  Mr.  Tyler  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Martha  Jane  Morgan,  a  native 
of  this  state.  They  located  on  Cox'  Prairie, 
where  the  wife  died,  leaving  five  children,  two  of 
whom  are  now  living,  Mrs.  Hannah  Bain,  who  is 
married  and  had  seven  children;  and  George,  who 
is  married  and  has  three  children.  Tiiey  both  re- 
side in  Sand  Ridge  Township.  For  his  second 
wife  Mr.  Tyler  chose  Mrs.  Nancy  (Worthen)  Cri- 
ley,  who  died  in  1860.  They  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  four  of  wliom  are  yet  living:  James, 
Daniel,  RoUin  and  Mrs.  Laura  Hawkins.  The^' 
are  all  married  and  have  become  heads  of  families. 
Mr.  Tyler  was  again  married,  in  1863,  when  Mrs. 
Esther  Marshall  became  his  wife.  She  isa  daughter 
of  Jesse  and  Anna  (Priest)  AVilson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  North  Carolina.  Her  father  died 
at  the  age  of  ninety-two,  and  her  mother  when 
sixty-five  j'ears  of  age.  They  had  six  children,  of 
whom  two  are  living:  Mrs.  Eliza  Whitson,  and  Mrs. 
Tyler,  who  was  born  December  18,  1830,  in  John- 
son County,  N.  C.  She  was  reared  in  East  Tennes- 
see, and  removed  to  Warren  County,  that  state, 
where  she  became  the  wife  of  Thomas  Marshall,  a 
native  of  Tennessee.  In  1860,  they  came  to  Illi- 
nois, and  located  in  Murphysboro  Township,  Jack- 
son County.  Mr.  Marshall  died  in  1863,  leaving 
four  children:  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Wa3man,  who  has 
one  child;  Mrs.  Ellen  Haliday,  who  has  four  chil- 
dren; Mrs.  Belzora  Wayman,  who  has  four  chil- 
dren; and  Wylie,  who  has  two  children.  Two 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tyler:  Eva, 
now  the  wife  of  Albert  Imhoff,  of  Murphysboro,  by 
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whom  she  has  three  chihtren;  and  Martha  Lavisa. 
Mr.  Tyler  had  two  sons  in  the  late  war,  George  and 
Joshua.  The  latter  was  shot  at  the  battle  of  Mis- 
sion Ridife,  and  de.ith  resulted  from  his  wound. 

In  liis  political  views,  our  subject  has  always  j 
been  a  Democrat,  and  has  served  as  School  Direc- 
tor and  T(iwnshii)  Trustee.  IJe  holds  membership 
with  the  Baptist  Church,  and  his  wife  is  an  active 
worker  and  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist 
Kpii^copal  Church.  His  farm  comprises  one  hun- 
dred and  three  acres  of  land,  and  the  neat  and 
thrifty  apiiearaiice  of  the  i)lace  indicates  the  care- 
ful supervision  of  the  owner. 


JAMES  C.  TllOlNirsON,  who  is  now  living  a 
retired  life  in  Campbell  llill,  was  born  near 
St.  Charles,  Mo.,  on  the  7th  of  July,   1820, 
^     and  comes  of  a  family  of  Irish  origin.     His 

grandfather  was  Robert  Thompson.  His  father, 
William  Thompson,  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
August  8,  1791,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  under  General  Harrison,  participating  in 
the  battle  of  Tippecanoe.  In  Kentuck3'  he  mar- 
ried Jane  Tomson,  who  was  born  in  North  Caro- 
lina in  171)7,  and  was  a  daughter  of  William  Tom- 
son,  also  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  one  of 
the  heroes  of  the  Revolution.  The  maternal  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject  was  killed  by  the  Tories 
during  the  War  for  Independence.  He  came  of  a 
family  of  Scotch  lineage. 

William  and  Jane  Thompson  were  married  in 
Kentucky,  and  for  some  time  resided  in  Living- 
ston County.  From  1815  until  1821  they  resided 
in  St.  Charles,  Mo.,  and  then  returned  to  Ken- 
tuck3',  where  their  last  days  were  spent.  The  fa- 
ther was  an  agriculturist,  and  owned  one  of  the 
model  farms  of  that  state.  His  death  occurred 
September  8,  1871,  and  his  wife  passed  awaj'  Jan- 
uary 29,  1872.  He  left  a  property  valued  .at  *20,- 
000,  but  his  estate  had  been  greatly  diminished 
during  the  war.  Mr.  Thompson  was  a  strong  sup- 
porter of  the  I'nion.  Both  he  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Covenanter  Presbyterian  Church. 
Of  their  fourteen  children,  only  three  are  now  liv- 


ing: Mrs.  Nancy  Davis,  who  is  living  in  William- 
son County,  at  the  age  of  seventy-eight;  James  C; 
and  Dr.  Pinckney  Thompson,  of  Henderson,  Ky. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  J.  C.  Thompson  .spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and  acquired 
his  education  in  an  acadcm}'  of  Salem,  Ky.  In 
1841  he  left  the  parental  roof,  and  coming  to  Illi- 
nois, engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Williamson 
County  for  ten  months.  He  married  January  20, 
1842,  Mrs.  Cynthia  Bradley,  daughter  of  Thomas 
Trammel,  a  native  of  Virginia,  who  emigrated  to 
Williamson  County  in  a  very  early  day.  The  lady 
was  there  born  April  21,  1824.  The  young  couple 
began  their  domestic  life  on  a  farm  south  of 
Marion  Township,  but  after  three  years  removed 
to  Degognia  Township,  where  the3-  spent  eleven 
years.  Their  next  home  was  in  Kinkaid  Town- 
ship, where  Mr.  Thompson  cleared  a  farm,  upon 
which  lie  spent  seven  years.  A  similar  period  was 
spent  in  Carbondale  Township,  and  later  he  im- 
proved a  fine  farm  in  Bradley  Township.  He  af- 
terward lived  with  his  children  until  1883,  since 
which  lime  he  has  made  his  home  in  Campbell  Hill. 

In  the  Thompson  family  were  twelve  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  now  living:  Harriet,  wife  of 
Willis  Crain,  by  whom  she  has  three  children; 
Mary,  wife  of  Joliu  W.Jones,  by  whom  she  has  six 
children;  James  P.,  who  married  Rachel  Parker, 
and  has  six  children;  Robert  C,  who  wedded  Julia 
Miracle;  Sarah  C,  wife  of  Dr.  Peter  McMillan; 
Jane,  wife  of  Theodore  Gillespie,  by  whom  she  has 
five  children;  Edwin,  who  is  a  sailor;  and  Willie 
J.,  of  Murphysboro,  who  married  C'hioe  Johnson, 
and  has  onechild.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
May  31,  1881. 

On  the  ."ith  of  June,  1884,  Mr.  Thompson  wedded 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Jones,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Jane 
(Boyd)  Jones,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Scot- 
land. The  father  died  in  that  land,  after  which 
the  mother  came  to  America,  and  lived  with  .Mrs. 
Thompson  until  her  death  in  1863.  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son was  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  nine  children, 
seven  of  whom  are  yet  living,  and  w.as  born  Feb- 
ruary 14.  1836,  in  County  Down,  Ireland.  There 
she  remained  until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when  she 
crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  located  in  Jackson  Coun- 
ty,   111.,    where  she  married  John   Brown.     They 
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had  five  children:  Samuel  and  Edwin,  of  Jackson 
Count}';  Robert,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Wallace, 
of  San  Antonio,  Tex.;  and  Jennie,  wife  of  William 
Hunter,  of  Degognia  Township.  Mr.  Brown  was 
accidently  killed  in  1853,  and  his  widow  afterward 
married  John  Jones,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania. 
Four  children  were  born  to  them,  but  Paul,  of  St. 
Louis,  is  the  only  one  now  living.  Mr.  Jones  de- 
parted this  life  January'  10,  1875. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  are  leading  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  Odd  Fellows'  society. 
Throughout  life  he  has  been  a  warm  advocate  of 
the  Democracy,  and  frequently  attends  the  conven- 
tions of  his  party.  For  twenty-five  yeai-s  he  has 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  was  Supervisor  of 
Bradley  Township,  and  served  as  County  Sheriff 
two  terms,  from  1864  to  1866,  and  from  1868  to 
1870.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling  wortli,  and  a  well 
spent  life  justly  entitles  him  to  the  high  regard  in 
which  he  is  held. 


-S^ 


"ifl  AMES  A.  SMITH,  a  well  known  resident  of 
tosvnship  7,  range  6, Randolph  Count}-,  and 
a  veteran  of  the  late  war,  in  which  he  did 
good  service  for  his  adopted  country,  was 
born  in  Renfrewshire,  Scotland,  March  25,  1843. 
His  father,  Francis,  was  born  in  the  same  shire  in 
1801,  but  in  1848  came  to  the  United  States,  lo- 
cating in  Randolph  County,  one-lialf  mile  from 
where  our  subject  now  resides.  He  was  a  calico 
printer  b}'  occupation  in  his  native  country,  but 
after  coming  to  this  county  engaged  as  a  farmer. 
He  died  in  1881,  in  his  eighty-first  year,  his  wife 
d^'ing  soon  after  coming  to  tliis  country.  She 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Agnes  Adams,  and  was 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Catherine  (Curlaw) 
Adams.  She  became  the  mother  of  two  sons  and 
two  daughters,  three  of  whom  are  still  living: 
Catherine  C,  who  is  the  wife  of  L.  Douglas,  de- 
ceased, and  makes  her  home  in  Chester;  Agnes  A., 
who  is  the  wife  of  C.  A.  Duraiit,  and  resides  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  James  A. 

The  subject  of  tliis  life  record  received  a  splen- 
did education,  Uist  attending  the  Harmon  School 


near  Chester,  then  the  school  in  Chester,  and  la- 
ter, in  1863,  supplementing  this  by  an  attendance 
at  the  military  school  at  Jefferson  Barracks,  near 
St.  Louis.  He  then  enlisted  in  Coinpan}'  L,  Thir- 
teentli  Illinois  Cavalr}',  and  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Springfield,  111.  His  first  experience 
was  at  the  Red  River  Expedition,  and  afterwards 
in  the  Camden  Expedition  under  General  Run- 
nels, who  liad  succeeded  General  Steele,  his  former 
commander.  The  regiment  was  mostly  in  Arkan- 
sas, and  took  part  in  the  battles  at  Pea  Ridge,  Lit- 
tle Rock,  Pine  Bluff,  Poison  Spiings,  Arkadelphia, 
Spoon  ville,  besides  man}' other  minor  skirmishes. 
During  the  fight  at  Poison  Springs,  Mr.  Smith  re- 
ceived four  injuries  in  the  left  side,  and  when  un- 
der charge  at  Brownville,  his  liorse  fell  with  him 
and  fractured  five  ribs.  He  was  sent  l)ack  to 
Convalescent  Camp  to  recover.  Gen.  Powell 
Clayton  was  his  Brigade  Commander,  and  is  yet 
a  very  intimate  friend  of  Mr.  Smith.  He  was  com- 
missioned Second  Lieutenant,  and  was  mustered 
out  October  4,  1865,  at  Springfield.  111. 

After  the  close  of  hostilities  our  subject  returned 
to  his  farm,  and  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits 
ever  since.  His  splendid  estate  comprises  two 
hundred  acres,  all  of  which  are  under  a  fine  state 
of  productiveness,  and  in  which  Mr.  Smith  takes 
great  pride. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Johanna 
Douglas  was  solemnized  February  i),  1870.  Mrs. 
Smith  is  a  daughter  of  Adam  an<l  Elizabeth  (Reno) 
Douglas,  who  live  near  Chester,  and  who  arc  of 
Scotch  parentage.  The  children  who  have  come  to 
bless  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  are  named 
as  follows:  Adam  F.,  Eugene,  Agnes  A.,  James  A., 
Davis  M.,  Ethel  G..  Charles  A.  and  Lizzie.  They  are 
all  at  home,  and  have  been  given  the  best  possible 
advantages  for  good  educations.  The  Presbyterian 
Church  finds  in  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  and  their  son 
Adam  devoted  members.  The  father  is  a  member 
of  Lodge  No.  57,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Chester,  and  also 
belongs  to  Swanwick  I'oet  No.  212,  G.  A.  R., 
at  Chester.  Politically  he  js  a  true  blue  Republi- 
can, and  never  fails  to  support  the  candidates 
of  that  party.  He  was  honored  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen  with  the  gift  of  the  oliice  of  Census- 
taker  in  1880,  and    has   been  Justice  of  the  Peace 


t'OUTRAiT  A\D   BlOGRAPlIICAt   RECORD. 


411 


and  Road  Commissioner  for  a  number  of  years, 
proving  liimself  well  qualified  for  the  positions  by 
the  able  way  in  which  he  (iisch.irsjed  the  duties  of 
his  otfices.  Pei-sonally  he  is  one  of  tlie  most 
genial  .and  companionable  of  men,  strictly-  honor- 
able in  his  dealings,  and  therefore  higlily  regarded 
by  all  with  whom  he  has  to  do. 

David  Smith,  .in  ehier  brother  of  our  subject, 
enlisted  in  tlie  Tenth  Illinois  Infantry,  in  the  same 
company  wilii  our  suhject,  and  took  part  in  all  tlie 
engagements  with  his  regiment,  always  being  found 
at  his  post  of  duty.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he 
emigrated  to  Idaho, engaging  in  mining,  and  there 
died  in  1878. 

.    ' ^^)^P • 


'^1  OHN  A.  PFEFFER  is  a  worthy  representa- 
tive of  the  business  interests  of  Columbia) 
where  he  is  engaged  in  general  merchan- 
dising. As  he  is  widely  and  favorably  known 
in  this  community,  we  feel  assured  that  the  record 
of  his  life  will  prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our 
readers.  He  was  born  in  St.  Clair  County,  111.,  Au- 
gust 1,  1844,  and  is  of  German  descent.  His  father, 
John  Pfeffer,  was  born  and  reared  in  the  city  of 
(Jandel, Bavaria,  Germany,  and  in  1832  came  with 
his  parents  to  America,  the  family  landing  in  New 
Orleans,  where  the  grandfather  of  our  subject  died. 
In  1840  his  wife,  with  her  five  children,  came  to  Illi- 
nois. One  of  the  sisters  remained  in  the  Crescent 
City,  and  there  married  Fred  Eckel.  The  family 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Centreville  Township,  St. 
Clair  County,  and  .Tolin  Pfeffer  and  his  brother 
cleared  and  improved  the  land,  transforming  it 
into  a  fine  farm.  The^-  also  engaged  in  steam- 
boating  on  the  Mississippi  between  St.  Louis  and 
New  Orleans. 

In  the  latter  place  the  father  of  o«ir  subject  mar- 
ried Margaret Scherrer,  a  native  of  Lorraine,  Franco. 
who  came  to  America  in  1836.  Mr.  Pfetfer  after- 
wards bought  a  farm  of  partially  improved  land 
in  Monroe  County  and  continued  its  cultivation 
for  a  year.  He  then  went  to  .St.  Louis,  where  he 
worked  about  five  3'ears  as  an  engineer  in  a  distil- 
lery. From  1852  until  1856  he  again  carried  on 
his  farm,  and  then  came  with  his  brother-in-law,  F. 
X.  Brohamnier,  to  Columbia,  where  they  conducted 


a  saloon  and  mercantile  business.  In  1857  the 
stock  was  divided,  and  Mr.  Pfeflfer  continued  alone 
in  trade  until  lH!»n,  when  he  sold  out  to  his  son. 
His  death  occurred  on  the  16th  of  October  follow- 
ing, and  his  wife  died  October  12,  18'.)2.  They 
were  the  [jaientsof  t'ourteen  children,  but  only  two 
are  now  living,  John  A.,  of  this  sketch,  and  Mrs. 
Catherine  Dollar,  of  Columbia.  In  politics  Mr. 
Pfeffer  was  a  Democrat,  and  w.as  Trustee  of  his 
town.  He  held  membership  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.  He  was  a  successful  business 
man,  and  at  Ins  death  left  an  estate  valued  at 
*4(),()()(». 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  twelve  when  his  father 
established  business  in  Columbia.  He  clerked  in 
the  store  until  his  marriage,  when  his  father  gave 
him  the  saloon,  which  he  carried  on  until  1890, 
when  he  bought  out  the  mercantile  establishment. 
He  has  since  carried  on  operations  along  that  line, 
and  by  well  directed  efforts  and  good  management 
has  secured  a  fine  trade.  He  now  occupies  a  large 
store,  which  is  well  stocked  with  everything  found 
in  his  line. 

May  22,  1866,  Mr.  Pfeffer  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Johanna  K.  F'unk,  daughter  of  John 
Funk,  of  St.  Clair  County.  Her  father  was  a  na- 
tive of  Havaria,  Germany, and  in  1845 came  to  the 
New  World,  locating  in  St.  Clair  County.  Mrs. 
Pfeffer  was  born  in  New  Orleans,  February  10, 
1845.  By  their  marriage  they  had  fourteen  children, 
of  whom  the  following  are  yet  living:  John  Joseph, 
who  is  clerking  for  his  father;  Joseph  F.,  who  is 
studying  medicine  in  St.  Louis;  E.  A.  F.,  Peter  A., 
Mary,  Theodore,  Annie;  Louis  and  Katie,  twins, 
and  Charlie.  Mary  Ann  died  at  the  age  of  three 
years,  John  at  the  age  of  ten  months,  and  Louis 
at  the  age  of  nine  days.  John  Joseph  married 
Bertha  Reis,  a  daughter  of  Charles  P.  Reis. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Pfeffer  is  a  Democrat, 
and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Village  Board  of  Trus- 
tees, while  for  eleven  years  he  served  as  a  member 
of  the  .School  Board.  In  his  undertakings  he  has 
met  with  prosperity,  and  in  connection  with  the 
interests  previously  mentioned,  he  has  a  farm  of 
two  hundred  and  ninet3--lhree  acres  that  yields  to 
him  a  good  income.  His  home  is  a  commodious 
and    substantial    brick    residence.     Mr.   and    Mrs. 
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Pfeffer  are  ndted  for  their  kindliness,  and  tlirough 
their  generosity  gave  homes  to  two  adopted  chil- 
dren: Elizabctli  Smitii,  who  became  the  wife  of 
Frank  L.  Rieheling,  a  wagonmaker  of  Ava,  Jack- 
son County,  111.;  and  Johanna  Mary,  who  is  still 
living  with  them.  Our  subject,  his  wife  and  eiiil- 
dren  are  all  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 


'ji7  OUIS  DUDENBOSTEL,  wlio  is  one  of  the 
I  ^  representative  citizens  and  prominent  resi- 
jjL-^'^  dents  of  Randolph  County,  is  at  present  re- 
siding in  Chester.  He  has  distinguished  himself 
in  various  walks  of  life — as  a  prominent  civilian, 
an  able  statesman  and  a  successful  man  of  business. 
He  has  long  been  influential  in  the  [)olitical  and 
social  life  of  this  section,  and  has  been  a  potent 
factor  in  advancing  its  eoniniercial  and  material 
interests  genera II3'. 

A  native  of  Germany,  our  subject  was  born 
March  29,  1836,  in  Hanover,  and  was  the  son  of 
John  H.  and  Mary  Dudenbostel,  also  natives  of 
the  Fatheiland.  The  elder  Mr.  Dudenbostel,  who 
was  born  in  1791,  was  prominent  in  public  life, 
and  for  thirty  years  occupie<l  the  position  of 
Mayor  of  Basse.  He  was  ver}'  popular,  a  great 
friend  to  the  poor,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Gei- 
many.  His  good  wife,  who  survived  him  many 
years,  also  departed  this  hfe  in  Germany,  and  was 
born  about  1814. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  child  in  order  of  birth 
of  his  parents'  large  family  of  seven  children.  He 
was  educated  in  the  model  schools  of  his  native 
land,  and  was  a  lad  of  eighteen  years  when  he  de- 
termined to  try  his  fortunes  in  the  New  World. 
Crossing  the  Atlantic,  the  trip  occupying  sevent^y- 
two  days,  he  first  stopped  in  New  Orleans,  whence 
he  came  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  this  state, 
selecting  Chester  as  his  future  home.  Being  desir- 
ous of  becoming  familiar  with  the  English  language, 
young  Dudenbostel  attended  a  private  school  dur- 
ing the  winter,  and  soon  obtained  a  position  as 
clerk  in  the  general  store.  Saving  his  money,  he  { 
was  soon  enabled  to  launch  out  in  business  for 
himself,  and  in  company  with  Ernest  H.  Schemmer, 


established  a  general  store  at  Ellis  Grove,  which 
he  continued  to  run  for  three  years.  At  the  expi- 
ration of  that  time  he  sold  out  his  interest  in  the 
business, and  removing  to  Evansville,  this  county, 
opened  a  general  store,  which  he  operated  for  the 
following  three  years.  Then  on  account  of  ill- 
health  he  was  again  compelled  to  sell  out,  and  this 
time  began  clerking  for  M.  C.  Crissy  in  Chester. 

Mr.  Dudenbostel  stands  high  in  political  circles, 
and  always  voted  with  the  Democratic  party.  In 
1869  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Count}-  Clerk 
with  John  R.  Shannon.  Upon  the  ex|)iration  of 
his  term  of  office  he  assisted  John  T.  McBride  in 
the  discharge  of  hisoHicial  duties  as  County  Clerk, 
and  in  all  positions  never  failed  to  give  the  ut- 
most satisfaction.  In  the  year  1875  our  subject 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  George 
Dudenbostel,  and  opened  up  a  general  store  in 
SteeleviUe.  In  the  year  1877,  he  became  candidate 
for  County  Clerk,  running  against  Robert  J.  Hal- 
mer.  He  was  defeated,  but  in  1882  was  elected  to 
the  above  office,  receiving  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  votes  over  Mr.  Halmer,  who  was  his  opponent 
at  this  time  also.  He  was  the  incumbent  of  that 
position  for  four  years,  and  on  the  expiration  of 
his  term  was  re-elected.  He  was  elected  Mayor  of 
Cliester  in  1891,  which  position  he  held  until  1893. 

April  25,  1870,  Mr.  Dudenbostel  and  Miss  Mary 
C.  Knapp  were  united  in  marriage.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  J.  and  Mary  (Hartenheiger) 
Knapp.  Of  the  family  of  seven  children  born  to 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dudenbostel  five  are  living,  namely-: 
Edmund,  a  graduate  of  the  Chester  High  School; 
Naomi,  Louis,  Albert  and  Lydia. 

Our  subject  has  been  instrumental  in  advancing 
the  interests  of  the  section,  and  is  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers and  stockholders  of  the  Jackson  Pipe 
Organ  Company.  He  also  aided  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  Chester  Boot  &  Shoe  Manufactory,  of 
which  he  is  Manager  and  President.  The  Chester 
Stock  &  Agricultural  Association  also  owes  its 
origin  to  our  subject. 

In  social  affairs  .Mr.  Dudenbostel  is  a  Mason  and 
a  member  of  Alma  Lodge  No.  497,  at  SteeleviUe. 
He  is  connected  with  H.  G.  Reynolds  Chapter 
No.  84,  at  Chester.  He  is  Recorder  of  Randolpli 
Council   No.    44,    and  an    influential    member    of 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


413 


Comniandery  No.  50,  K.  T.,  at  Belleville,  this 
state.  The  benutiful  residence  of  our  subject  is 
located  on  S|)aita  Street,  where  it  is  ])resided  over 
by  Ills  estimable  wife,  and  where  they  entertain 
hosts  of  warm  friends,  who  delijj^lit  in  their  suc- 
cess. 


'^J^\<^^' 


\f/OHN  W.  TOLER,  who  is  engaged  in  mer- 
11  chandising  in  C'arbondale,  and  who  is  nuin- 
^^1'  bered  among  the  honored  veterans  of  the 
'J^^  late  war,  was  born  in  Union  County,  III., 
November  22,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of  James  I.  and 
Jlelissa  Toler,  the  former  a  native  of  Nortii  Caro- 
lina, and  tlie  latter  of  Virginia.  In  1826,  the 
grandfather  emigiated  from  North  Carolina  to 
I'nion  County,  III.,  becoming  one  of  its  pioneers. 
He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
father  was  born  in  1817,  and  is  yet  living.  He 
served  throughout  the  Mexican  War, and  did  duty 
uuder  General  Taylor.  He  was  also  Commissary- 
Sergeant  ih  the  Sixtieth  Illinois  Infantry  dur- 
ing the  late  war  for  three  years  and  three  months. 
He  had  two  sons  who  wore  the  blue,  William  IL, 
a  .Sergeant  of  Company  A,  Sixtieth  Illinois  In- 
fantry; and  Daniel,  a  non-commissioned  officer  of 
the  same  company.  The  former  had  two  fingers 
shot  off  at  Buzzards'  Roost,  and  afterwards  was 
wounded  in  the  left  foot.  Daniel  was  wounded 
at  the  battle  of  Big  Shanty.  Both  have  died  since 
the  war. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  seven 
children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living.  He  was 
reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  educated  at  Mt. 
Pleasant.  In  1856,  he  drove  the  stage  and  carried 
the  mail  from  Cape  Girardeau  to  Vienna,  a  dis- 
tance of  fifty  miles.  He  also  carried  the  mail  from 
Vienna  to  .Shawneetown,a  distance  of  sevent^^-three 
miles,  which  was  often  made  on  horseback  through 
the  unbroken  wilderness.  Later,  he  engaged  in 
clerking  in  the  dry-goods  store  of  Sam  Brower, 
of  Vienna,  and  on  his  return  to  Union  County 
worked  on  a  farm  until  his  enlistment  in  his  coun- 
try's service. 

In  August,  1861,  Mr.  Toler  became  a  member  of 


Company  D,  Thirty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  under 
Col.  John  A.  Logan,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Belmont,  Ft.  Henr^'  and  Ft.  Donelson, 
where  the  regiment  suffered  severely.  He  was 
there  elected  Orderly-Sergeant  of  Companj'  D,and 
was  sent  to  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  to  guard  railroads. 
He  then  went  to  Corinth,  and  went  into  winter 
quarters  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  where  he  guarded  the 
Burnt  Bridge.  He  was  then  sent  home  on  recruit- 
ing duty,  and  after  his  return  to  Cairo,  he  vol- 
unteered his  .services  to  run  the  blockade  at  Vicks- 
burg,  but  the  re<iuired  number  had  already  of- 
fered, and  he  was  not  accepted.  He  then  inarched 
with  his  command  to  Grand  Gulf,  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Thompson  Hill,  Raymond,  Jackson, 
Champion  Hills  and  Black  River,  and  charged  the 
works  at  Vicksburg.  He  was  there  wounded  by 
a  gunshot  in  the  left  side  of  his  face,  which  fract- 
ured his  jaw  bone  and  cut  his  windpipe  half  in 
two,  but  after  sixty  days  spent  in  the  hospital,  he 
again  joined  his  command. 

Mr.  Toler  was  then  engaged  as  First  Lieutenant, 
and  a  month  later  was  made  Captain  of  his  com- 
pany, which  he  commanded  until  the  close  of  tlie 
war.  He  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Clinton  and 
Meridian,  and  after  a  thirty  days'  furlough,  took 
part  in  the  engagement  at  Decatur,  Tenn.  He 
bore  his  part  in  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  the  battle  of 
Peach  Tree  Creek  and  the  march  to  Savannah.  He 
was  in  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps,  which  was  en- 
gaged in  fighting  all  the  time  while  on  the  march 
to  the  sea.  In  Jul>,  1864,  he  was  left  on  the  right 
of  Atlanta  to  defend  the  works  with  one  hundred 
and  fifty  men  under  him.  The  main  army  fell 
back.  In  the  morning  the  rebel  bugle  sounded, 
and  though  it  was  one  against  many.  Captain  Toler 
commanded  his  few  men  to  pour  a  voile}-  into  the 
enemy.  This  was  done,  and  the  rebels  fell  back. 
That  night  they  left  the  place  without  the  loss  of 
a  man.  Our  subject  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Jonesboro  and  the  capture  of  Atlanta,  and  con- 
tinued in  active  service  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  had  charge  of  the  advance  on  Columbia,  S.'C., 
then  went  with  the  army  to  Goldsboro  and  Raleigh, 
and  then  on  to  Richmond.  He  participated  in 
the  (irand  Review  in  Washington,  and  in  Ix)uis- 
ville,  Ky.,  was   mustered  out,   receiving   his   dis- 


414 


PORTRAIT   AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


charge  in  August,  1865,  after  a  continuous  service 
of  four  years. 

On  his  return  lionie,  Captain  Toler  resumed 
farming,  which  he  followed  two  J'ears,  and  then 
spent  seven  years  in  merchandising  in  Murph^s- 
boro.  He  came  to  Carbondale  in  1876,  and  with 
the  exception  of  two  3'ears  has  here  since  made 
his  liome.  lie  was  married  September  25,  1863,  to 
Harriet  E.  Sinlier,  a  native  of  Williamson  County. 
They  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  Wal- 
ter E.,  who  is  now  Deputy  Sheriff  of  tlie  county; 
Charles,  a  civil  engineer  of  Coldsburg,  Ala.;  Frank, 
a  mail  agent  between  Chicago  and  Cairo,  111.;  J. 
B.,  who  is  engaged  in  the  drug  business  with 
Prickett  ife  Porter;  William  I.,  who  is  engaged  in 
railroading  in  Cairo;  and  Samuel  and  Lillie,  who 
attend  the  college  in  this  place.  The  mother  of 
this  family  died  in  1886,  and  in  1887  Captain 
Toler  married  Mrs.  Spiller,  the  widow  of  Thomas 
Spiller. 

For  thirty  years  the  Captain  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  also  belongs  to  the 
Odd  Fellows'  society  and  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic.  Ho  is  ex-Postmaster  of  Carbondale,  hav- 
ing held  the  otHce  from  1886  to  1890.  He  holds 
membership  with  the  Christian  Church,  and  takes 
a  very  active  part  in  Sunday-school  work.  He  is 
a  valued  citizen,  who  manifests  the  same  loj'alty  to 
his  countrj'  in  her  hours  of  peace  as  in  the  days  of 
peril,  when  he  faithfully  followed  the  Old  Flag  that 
now  floats  triumphantly  over  the  united  nation. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 


^^1 


m^ 


n 


l^^^ 


^i^^RANCIS  HARRIS,  who  makes  his  home  in 
1=^  Percy,  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Percy  Co-ope- 
jks  rative  Creamery  Company  and  also  operates 

a  threshing  machine  and  a  clover  hulling  machine 
in  this  place.  He  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native 
of  Randolph  County,  where  his  birth  occurred 
September  6,  1845.  His  parents,  John  and  Amanda 
(Threlkill)  Harris,  were  natives  of  Kentucky  and 
Illinois  respectively.  When  a  young  man  the 
father  came  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Randolph  County.  He  took  up  the  occupation  of 
farming,  and  followed  it  continually    up  to   the 


time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1867.  His  wife 
passed  away  in  1882.  They  were  highl}'  respected 
people  and  merited  the  esteem  in  which  they  were 
held. 

Francis  Harris  obtained  his  primary  education 
in  the  district  schools  near  the  old  homestead,  and 
at  the  age  of  sixteen  years  entered  McKendree 
College,  of  Lebanon,  111.,  where  he  attended  about 
three  terms.  On  the  expiration  of  that  peiiod 
he  returned  to  the  farm  and  engaged  in  teaching 
in  the  district  schools  of  Randolph  County.  He 
was  thus  employed  for  tliree  terms  in  the  public 
schools  and  for  one  term  in  a  i)iivate  school. 
During  the  summer  months  he  gave  his  attention 
to  the  work  of  the  farm,  and  when  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  he  began 
farming  for  himself,  assiduously  devoting  his  en- 
ergies to  that  pursuit  for  about  twelve  years.  His 
next  venture  was  in  commercial  lines.  He  em- 
barked in  merchandising  in  Steeleville,  111.,  in 
1880,  and  successfully  carried  on  a  store  at  that 
place  for  four  years,  when,  in  1884,  he  began  op- 
erating a  threshing  machine.  He  is  still  in  that 
line  of  business  in  Percy,  and  finds  it  a  profitable 
undertaking. 

An  important  event  in  tlie  life  of  Mr.  Harris  oc- 
curred on  Christmas  Day,  1867,  when  was  cele- 
brated his  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  J.  Minter,  a 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Anna  E.  (Rust)  Minter, 
who  were  natives  of  Kentucky.  The  union  of  our 
subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed  with  ten 
children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living,  as  follows: 
Carrie  E.,  wife  of  Arthur  Goallw,  a  resident  of 
Percy;  Leon  H.,  Leroy,  Lulu  M.,  Nellie,  Birdie 
and  Grover  C.  With  the  exception  of  the  eldest, 
all  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 

Socially,  Mr.  Harris  is  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  belonging  to  Alma  Lodge  No. 
497,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Steeleville.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  sup- 
porting his  party  and  aiding  in  its  growth.  He 
has  been  honored  with  some  offices,  having  served 
as  School  Director,  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Village 
Treasurer.  He  has  also  been  President  of  the 
Board  of  Village  Trustees,  and  a  prompt  and  faith- 
ful discharge  of  duty  has  made  him  recognized  as  a 
capable  and  efficient  officer.     He  is  well  known  in 
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the  community  in  wliicii  he  makes  his  home,  and 
is  reoognizf'd  as  a  jjuldic-spiritcd  and  proj^rossive 
citizen.  His  entire  life  lias  been  spent  in  Randolph 
County,  and  he  is  a  worthy  representative  of  one 
of  its  honored  jiioneer  families. 


^^,E()R(;K  HOLLIXGER,  one  of  the  promi- 
III  (— _  nent  citizens  of  Randolph  County,  was 
^\^i  horn  near  Ellis  Grove  February  6,  1856, 
and  is  the  eldest  child  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (  Leav- 
itt)  IJollinger.  llis  father  was  born  near  Is'ashville, 
Tenn.,  where  he  lived  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  canie  with  his  father,  .Tacob  Bollinger,  to 
Randolph  County,  111.  The  latter  here  followed 
farming  and  distilling  until  his  death,  and  Daniel 
carried  on  agricultui'al  pursuits  throughout  his  life. 
He  passed  away  in  1866.  and  his  wife  w.as  called  to 
her  final  rest  in  1849. 

In  tlie  common  schools  George  Bollinger  was 
educated,  and  upon  the  home  farm  was  reared. 
At  the  age  of  twenty-three  he  began  earning  his 
own  livelihood,  and  throughout  life  has  been  a 
farmer.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest 
farms  of  Randolph  Count}-,  highly  cultivated  and 
improved,  and  complete  in  its  appointments.  It  is 
neat  and  thrift^'  in  appearance  and  indicates  to 
the  passer-by  the  careful  supervison  of  the  owner. 

In  March,  1862,  Mr.  Bollinger  married  Miss 
Harriet  C,  daughter  of  Dwight  Hunt,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  who  came  to  Illinois  and  married 
Miss  Hughes,  of  Randolph  County.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  were  born  seven  children,  but  Ada  and 
Barnes  died  in  childhood.  Those  living  are,  Henry 
E.;  Mary,  wife  of  P.  H.  Mullholland,  who  is  living 
near  Portland,  Oregon;  Ida,  wife  of  Daniel  Ning- 
ler,  who  resides  near  Ellis  Grove;  Maud  and  George 
D.,  who  are  at  home  with  their  father.  The 
mother  died  June  25,  1878,  and  Mr.  Bollinger 
was  married  November  25,  1879,  to  Mrs.  Nanc_v 
J.  Ilarmen.  .She  was  married  May  2,  187.3,  to 
Andrew  Ilarmen,  with  whom  she  lived  three  yeare. 
They  had  two  children,  Carrie  and  Ida  R.,  who 
are  with  their  mother.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bollinger  have 
one  son,  Joseph. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  his  wife   belongs  to  the  Baptist  Church. 


In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  been 

an  ollice  seeker,  although  he  has  been  officially 
connected  with  the  schools  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  is  a  prosperous  citizen,  and  his  success  in  life 
has  been  acquired  througli  his  own  efforts. 

Mrs.  Bollinger  is  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Mc- 
Donald, whose  father,  Felix  McDonald,  came  from 
South  Carolina  to  Randolph  County  in  an  early 
d.ay.  The  former  married  Mary  J.,  daughter  of 
John  Thompson,  who  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
ture from  this  district  in  1834.  In  Ins  canvass  he 
made  the  following  speech: 

"Fellow-citizens:  I  come  before  you  as  a  candi- 
date for  your  suffrages,  to  represent  your  counties 
in  the  next  General  Assembly  of  Illinois.  It  is  due 
you  that  I  should  declare  my  opinions  concerning 
some  leading  questions  that  noware,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  be  for  some  time,  the  subject  of  legisla- 
tion. I  shall  freely  express  my  sentiments,  cherish- 
ing a  hope  that  they  will  meet  your  approbation. 
I  have  been  a  citizen  of  Randolph  County  from 
early  youth,  and  have  endeavored  to  support  the 
principles  of  the  Democratic;  school,  believing 
them  to  be  in  strict  accordance  with  the  spirit 
and  genius  of  our  free  institutions.  That  liberty 
and  learning  lean  upon  each  other  for  support  is 
a  truth  which  has  long  been  acknowledged  by 
the  intelligent  and  liberal  thinking  people  of  ail 
countries,  and  of  which  we  are  all  becoming  con- 
vinced by  experience  and  observation.  It  is  not 
in  the  nature  of  things  that  a  popular  Govern- 
ment can  long  exist  except  among  an  enlightened 
and  virtuous  people.  Every  effort,  therefore,  to 
encourage  educatioii  deserves  the  zealous  support 
of  every  genuine  friend  of  liberty.  Nothing  else 
can  shield  them  against  the  designs  of  intriguing 
politicians,  who  always  come  in  the  name  and 
garb  of  patriotism,  and  calling  themselves  friends 
of  the  people,  cheat  them  to  their  ruin.  As  it 
respects  the  election  of  a  Senator  to  Congress, 
I  am  willing  to  express  my  partiality'  as  soon  as 
the  candidates  are  fairly  in  the  field,  and  shall  em- 
brace this  earliest  opportunity  of  satisfj'ing  the 
voters  of  the  district  on  that  point.  In  this  case, 
the  vote  not  coming  directly  from  the  people,  I 
will,  if  elected,  consider  myself  bound  to  be  ruled 
by  instruction.     The  removal  of  the  county  seat 
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of  Randolph  County  is  a  question  that  has  arisen 
among  its  citizens.  Satisfied  as  I  am  that  sectional 
jMejudices  aie  allayed  as  to  making  it  a  question 
to  operate  on  the  ensuing  election,  and  believing 
also  that  tlie  removal  siiould  never  be  asked  until 
the  majorit}-  of  the  citizens  of  tiie  county  by  peti- 
tion or  otiierwise  sliould  make  tiie  application, 
individually  I  am  in  favor  of  tiie  measure,  but  if 
elected,  sliould  never  be  heard  to  advocate  the 
removal  until  a  clear  and  decided  majority  of 
the  county  should  prefer  it.  A  railway  or  canal 
to  effect  a  direct  communication  between  Lake 
Michigan  and  the  Illinois  River  is  a  subject  of 
great  importance  to  this  and  the  neighboring 
states,  and  should  be  encouraged  so  far  as  the 
means  of  our  state  and  aid  from  the  general  Gov- 
ernment would  justify.  Tiiese  and  other  measures 
that  we  arc  all  conversant  with  will  meet  my  ar- 
dent approbation.  I  do  not  approve  of  the  pres- 
ent |)rinciple  upon  whicii  the  school  fund  is  ap- 
plied, or  of  establishing  another  state  bank  without 
a  special  capital.  I  feel  satisfied  that  the  citizens 
of  our  counties  are  convinced  and  generally  united 
on  this  point.  And  now,  fellow-citizens,  I  submit 
myself  to  the  ballot  box,  feeling  at  the  same  time 
that  you  will  give  me  a  strong  and  honorable  sup- 
port, and  yielding,  if  not  elected,  without  a  mur- 
mur. "John  Morrison." 

He  was  elected  and  removed  to  Vandalia,  then 
the  capital,  where  shortly  afterward  he  died  and 
was  buried. 

.^=:^#P . 

,^^  TEPHEN   R.  THOMPSON.     The  efficient 

^^^  Postmaster  at  Tilden,  Randolph  County, 
ll\//  )j)  has  long  been  known  as  one  of  the  i)rom- 
inent  citizens  of  this  locality,  and  for 
many  years  has  been  identified  with  the  progress- 
ive interests  of  the  county,  materially  aiding  in 
the  promotion  of  local  improvements  and  mutual 
welfare.  Possessed  of  sterling  integrity  of  char- 
acter, executive  ability  and  excellent  judgment, 
Mr.  Thompson  is  especially  adapted  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  his  responsible  position,  and  is 
doing  so  to  the  univeral  satisfaction  of  his  fellow- 
citizens. 

Richard  Thompson,  the  father  of  our  subject, 


was  born  in  Nova  Scotia  in  1804,  while  his  mother, 
who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Nanc3'  Embree,  was 
born  in  1811  in  New  York.  The  parents  were 
married  and  lived  in  Nova  Scotia  for  a  few  years, 
and-  then,  coming  to  the  United  States,  located  in 
Bangor,  Me.,  thence  later  removed  to  Canada. 
Their  last  removal  was  made  when  they  came  to 
the  state  of  New  York,  where  the  father  died 
July  22,  1854,  aged  fifty  years.  His  wife  pre- 
ceded him  to  the  better  land  by  a  number  of 
years,  d^ing  June  10,  1848.  They  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  fen  children.  Mrs.  Thompson  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
while  the  father  of  our  subject  held  membership 
with  the  Free  Will  Baptists. 

Stephen  R.  Thompson,  of  this  sketeh,  was  the 
eldest  in  the  parental  familj-,  and  was  born  May 
17,  1830,  in  Nova  Scotia.  His  parents  being  in 
limited  circumstances,  his  education  was  very  much 
neglected,  and  he  was  compelled  to  earn  his  own 
living  when  reaching  his  fifteenth  year.  In  1837 
he  came  to  the  States.  Learning  the  carpenter's 
trade,  he  followed  that  for  a  time,  and  in  1850-51 
worked  in  the  lumber  camps  in  Michigan.  Thence 
he  went  to  Minnesota,  where  he  built  the  first 
billiard  saloon  ever  erected  in  Rochester,  that 
state.     He  remained  in  that  place  for  ten  years. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  Mr.  Thomp- 
son offered  his  services,  joining  Company  H,  P^ifth 
Minnesota  Infantr3',and  with  his  regiment  served 
under  General  Pope.  He  was  present  at  the  bat- 
tles of  Corinth,  luka.  Champion  Hills  and  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg.  Then,  with  his  company,  he  was 
transferred  to  the  department  commanded  by  Gen- 
eral Smith,  and  with  him  participated  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Tupelo  and  Guntown.  He  later  aided  in 
building  the  bridges  between  Mozelle  and  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  Memphis  and  Nashville,  Tenn.  During 
his  three  years  and  five  mouths  of  seivice  he  was 
never  wounded  or  taken  prisoner,  but  lay  sick  in 
the  hospital  near  Grand  Gulf,  Miss.,  for  three 
months. 

Mr.  Thompson  received  his  honorable  discharge 
May  30,  1865,  and  on  being  mustered  out  at  St. 
Paul,  returned  to  Michigan,  where  he  remained 
only  a  short  time,  however,  and  removed  to  Frank- 
lin County,  Mo.,  where  he  was  in  the  employ  of 
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the  Michigan  Lumber  Company.  From  that  place 
lie  went  to  Marble  IIill,  the  same  state,  and  after 
a  short  stay  there  came  to  Granrl  Tower,  tliis  state, 
in  186!),  where  lie  was  engaged  in  working  at  his 
trade  for  a  period  of  two  years.  February  17, 
1H71,  he  moved  to  Sparta,  and  during  the  same 
month  came  to  Tilden,  where  he  has  since  made 
liis  home  and  followed  his  trade  until  about  eigh- 
teen montl\s  ago. 

In  18r)8  our  subject  and  Miss  Annie  La  Saur 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Thompson  died  in 
1863,  after  having  become  the  mother  of  two  chil- 
dren, both  of  wiiom  are  deceased.  Five  years 
later  our  subject  married  Mrs.  Mary  (Nettle) 
Sonels,  wiio  was  born  in  England  November  8, 
1827.  Mr.  Thompson  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party  and  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  its  principles. 
In  189;?  he  w.is  ap[)ointed  Postmaster  by  President 
Cleveland,  and  now  gives  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  duties  devolving  upon  him.  He 
may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man,  for  he  has 
worked  his  way  unaided  to  a  position  of  influ- 
ence, and  is  numbered  among  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  Randolph  County. 

l( ^  ON.  A.  H.  ROBERTS, a  jirominent  merchant 

|1  and  the  ex-Mayor  of  Murphysboro,  is  one 
of  the  most  enterprising  and  jiublic-spirited 
citizens  of  this  place.  He  is  now  a  dealer 
in  hardware  and  furniture,  and  also  carries  on  the 
undertaking  business.  He  was  born  in  .lonesboro, 
Inion  County,  111.,  April  13,  1844,  and  comes 
from  an  old  Pennsylvania  familj'  of  Scotch  de- 
scent. His  father,  .Joshua  Roberts,  was  born  near 
Painesville,  Ohio,  and  in  an  early  day  emigrated 
to  Union  County,  this  stale.  He  was  one  of  the 
first  school  teachers  of  that  community-,  and  for  a 
time  worked  as  a  millwright.  Afterward  he  en- 
gaged in  the  furniture  business  in  Jonesboro,  and 
at  the  time  of  its  building,  he  was  foreman  of  the 
Mt.  Carbon  liailroad.  He  married  Caroline  Cruse, 
a  native  of  Union  County,  whither  her  father  re- 
moved from  North  Carolina.  The  family  was  of 
German  origin.  Mr.  Roberts  died  in  1866,  but  his 
widow  is  still  living  (1894),  at  the  age  of  seventy 
12 


years,  and  yet  enjoys  good  health.  She  is  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
In  the  family  were  fourteen  children,  but  only 
live  sons  and  two  daughters  are  now  living. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  eldest,  was  reared  in 
Jonesboro,  and  was  educated  in  its  common  schools. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company'  F,  One  Hundred 
and  Ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  immediately 
went  to  the  south.  He  iiarlicipated  in  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg,  tiic  battle  of  Jackson  and  in  other  im- 
portant engagements.  For  two  and  a-half  years 
he  never  had  a  sick  day,  but  during  the  last  six 
months  of  his  service  he  suffered  much  from  ill 
health.  He  was  sent  to  Jefferson  Barracks,  and  when 
he  had  sutncienlly  recovered  lie  went  to  the  front 
again,  but  it  was  seven  years  before  he  had  com- 
pletely regained  his  health.  He  was  mustered  out 
at  Springfield  in  June,  1865. 

On  his  return,  Mr.  Roberts  embarked  in  the  fur- 
niture business  with  his  father,  who  died  in  1866. 
He  then  became  sole  proprietor,  and  in  1872  he  re- 
moved his  business  to  Murphysboro.  He  is  a  nat- 
ural mechanic,  and  does  fine  work  as  a  cabinet- 
maker. In  1883  he  built  his  double  brick  store  at 
the  corner  of  Chestnut  and  Main  Streets.  It  is 
45x70  feet  and  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  base- 
ment. The  first  door  is  occupied  by  hardware, 
stoves,  tinware,  etc.,  and  the  second  floor  by  his 
furniture  and  undertaking  shop.  He  also  handles 
agricultural  implements  and  does  a  fine  business, 
receiving  from  the  surrounding  country  a  lilieral 
patronage.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Murphys- 
boro Milling  Company,  and  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of  the  Southern  Illinois  Milling  Company,  of 
which  he  is  now  a  stockholder  and  Director.  He 
is  also  a  Director  in  the  building  and  loan  asso- 
ciation, and  is  serving  as  its  Treasurer. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Roberts  wedded  Miss  Frances  E. 
Sanders,  and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children: 
Ella  M..  Delia,  Carrie  C;  Alex  J.  and  Hamilton  S. 
(twins),  and  Homer  E.  Mr.  Roberts  atJiliates  with 
the  Democracy.  While  in  .lonesboro  he  served  as 
Alderman  one  term,  and  has  been  connected  with 
the  School  Board  of  this  place  for  six  terms,  serv- 
ing a  part  of  the  time  as  its  President.  Socially, 
he  is  connected  with  the  .Masonic  fraternity,  the 
Odd  Fellows' society,  and  Worthen  Post,  G.  A.  R. 
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His  wife  belongs  to  the  Lutherah  Church.  Mr. 
Roberts  is  also  President  of  the  Jackson  County 
Lumber  Conipuny,  and  is  a  man  of  excellent  bus- 
iness and  executive  ability,  who  has  achieved  a  re- 
markable success  in  life. 


__oc3siX5'SSi$"S- 
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¥ILLIAM  P.  MALONE  was  born  where  the 
town  of  Percy  now  stands,  in  Randolph 
County,  .January  5.  1840,  to  Daniel  and 
Mary  G.  (Brown)  Malone.  The  latter  were  of 
Iiish  origin,  but  it  is  thought  they  were  born  in 
Tennessee.  They  emigrated  to  the  Prairie  State 
in  an  early  day,  settling  first  in  Perry  County, 
and  later  removing  to  Short  Prairie,  in  Randolph 
County,  where  they  were  married. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  in  order  of  birth  in 
a  family  of  four  children.  His  early  life  was  spent 
on  the  farm,  and  two  years  after  the  death  of  his 
father,  in  1841,  his  mother  removed  to  Mill  Creek, 
where  he  attended  school  when  old  enough.  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1860,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Sa- 
rah J.,  daughter  of  William  and  Sarah  (Adkins) 
Duncan.  Mrs.  Malone's  father  was  of  Scotch 
origin. and  came  to  this  state  from  South  Carolina, 
settling  in  Jackson  County,  where  she  was  born. 
Foi;  two  3ears  succeeding  his  marriage  Mr.  Ma- 
lone lived  in  Jackson  County,  where  he  culti- 
vated a  tract  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
land  in  partnership  with  a  man  named  Culpepper. 
The  succeeding  year  we  find  him  at  Mill  Creek, 
where  he  farmed  a  season  with  his  brother-in-law. 
Thence  he  removed  to  Steeleville,  where  he  eon- 
ducted  a  grist  and  saw  mill  for  three  years,  or 
until  purchasing  a  farm  near  Mill  Creek.  There  he 
continued  to  reside  until  1874,  at  which  time  he 
leased  his  farm  and  removed  to  Jackson  County, 
where  he  remained  four  years.  After  tlie  expira- 
tion of  that  time,  Mr.  Malone  returned  to  his  farm, 
living  there  until  the  fall  of  1879,  when  he  dis- 
posed of  his  landed  interests  in  Ran^dolph  County 
and  removed  to  the  wild  west,  settling  near 
Bloomington,  Franklin  County,  Neb.  After  a  two 
j'ears' sojourn  there,  he  had  the  misfortune  to  lose 
his  wife,  and  he  then  returned  to  his  native  county, 
oceup^'ing  the  Richards  farm,  on  section   8,  town- 


ship 8,  range  5,  and  making  this  his  home  for  the 
succeeding  five  years.  Our  subject  again  moved 
to  the  town  of  Mill  Creek,  but  after  a  period  of 
two  years  located  on  the  farm  on  which  he  now 
resides,  on  section  6,  township  8,  range  5. 

Our  subject  was  a  second  time  married,  taking 
as  his  wife  Mrs.  Viana  Roberts,  September  20. 
1883.  Mrs.  Malone  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Jane  (Burns)  Dean,  and  was  born  December  6, 
1844,  in  Randolph  County.  Of  her  first  marriage 
nine  children  were  horn,  as  follows:  Samuel  C, 
Sarah  S.,  Mary  I.,  Daniel  R.Ezekiel  J.,  William  H., 
Eliza  E.,  Carrie  B.  and  Jane.  Two  children  have 
come  to  bless  the  second  union:  Murra3',  who  is 
nine  j'ears  of  age,  and  Harry,  aged  seven  years. 

Since  his  return  from  Nebraska,  Mr.  Malone  has 
spent  a  part  of  his  time  working  at  the  carpen- 
ter's trade,  in  which  he  is  quite  skilled.  On  at- 
taining his  niajorit\%  he  cast  his  vote  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  ever  since  stanchly  sup- 
ported its  princi))les.  He  became  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church  in  1872,  and  is  one  of  its  valued 
members,  while  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  denomination  at  Pleasant  Ridge. 
The  former  Mrs.  Malone  was,  like  iier  husband,  a 
devoted  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  Our 
subject  has  been  School  Director  nearly  all  his  life, 
but  not  being  an  office  seeker,  has  refused  to  enter 
politics  for  anytiiing  within  the  gift  of  the  peo- 
ple, nor  has  he  affiliated  with  anj'  secret  societies. 
Twice  he  volunteered  lo  enter  the  service  of  liis 
country  during  the  late  Rebellion.  The  first  time 
he  remained  at  home  because  his  elder  brotlier 
went  to  war,  leaving  no  one  but  himself  to  carry 
on  the  affairs  at  home,  and  the  second  time  because 
the  ranks  were  full  and  no  more  could  be  accepted. 
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\f  OHN  J.  WOODSIDE.  The  success  which  has 
attended  the  efforts  of  Mr.  AVoodside  enti- 
tles him  to  more  than  passing  mention  in 
this  volume.  As  a  farmer  he  was  progress- 
ive and  enterprising,  and  as  a  citizen  he  has  long 
been  ranked  among  the  most  public-spirited  of 
Randolph  County's  residents.  He  is  the  possessor 
of  considerable  real  estate,  and  is  now  living  retired 
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in  the  village  of  Coulteiville.  Mr.  Woodside  owns 
two  hundred  acres  of  land  in  this  county,  a  quar- 
ter-section in  Clay  Cininty,  this  state;  a  like 
amount  in  Haskell  County,  Kan.;  two  city  lots  in 
Olatlie,  tliat  state,  and  a  fine  dwelling  and  twenty- 
five  lots  in  Coulterville. 

Our  subject's  father,  Samuel  AVoodside,  was  a 
native  of  Chester  County,  S.  C,  where  lie  followed 
farming  until  his  removal  to  Kentucky.  He  was 
a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  after  his  settle- 
ment in  the  Blue  Grass  State  married  Miss  Sarah 
Bavx'her,  a  native  of  Tennessee.  In  the  spring  of 
1829  they  came  to  Illinois,  and  lived  for  one  yea:' 
on  the  Oijossum  Den  Prairie.  Thence  they  re- 
moved to  Grand  Coat  Prairie,  where  they  made 
their  permanent  home,  and  where  they  died  at 
•  the  respective  ages  of  eighty-four  and  eighty-eight 
years.  Of  their  family  of  seven  children  the  fol- 
lowing six  are  living:  Martha,  John  J.  (our  sub- 
ject), Robert,  Samuel,  AVilliam  and  James.  The 
parents  were  members  of  the  Covenanter  Presby- 
terian Church. 

John  J.  Woodside  was  born  August  11,  1816,  in 
Kentucky,  and  was  a  lad  of  twelve  years  when  the 
family  made  the  trip  overland  to  this  state.  When 
locating  here,  the  country'  was  infested  with  wild 
animals,  and  young  Woodside  had  many  oppor- 
tunities for  proving  his  skill  as  a  marksman.  He 
was  a  skillful  hunter  and  an  unerring  shot,  and  dur- 
ing the  early  history  of  this  state  killed  as  many  as 
one  thousand  deer,  lie  was  reared  to  manhood 
on  the  old  farm  and  obtained  a  fair  schooling. 

April  3,  18.39,  Mr.  Woodside  married  Miss  Mary 
Ann,  daughter  of  Samuel  Burns,  a  native  of  Ches- 
ter County,  S.  C.  After  his  marriage  our  subject 
settled  upon  section  24,  township  4,  range  5, 
where  he  improved  a  quarter-section  of  land.  His 
w^ife  became  the  mother  of  nine  children,  and  de- 
parted this  life  April  18,  1892.  The  six  children 
who  are  living  are,  Samuel  B.,  Nanc}' Ann,  Will- 
iam J.,  Sarah  Jane,  Joseph  L.  and  Mary  Eliza. 
After  the  death  of  Mrs.  Mar}'  A.  Woodside,  our 
subject  married  Mrs.  Maria  S.  Woodside,  also  a 
native  of  Kentucky. 

Oi^r  subject  has  been  a  resident  of  this  county 
for  sixty-four  years  and  is  consequently  one  of 
the  oldest  settlers  now  living.     He  takes  ap  abid- 


ing interest  in  governmental  issues,  and  aids  lib- 
erally in  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
the  comiiHiiiity.  He  is  and  always  has  been  a 
stanch  Repulilican  in  politics,  and  has  frequently- 
lepresented  his  party  as  delegate  in  count}'  con- 
ventions. He  was  a  strong  Union  man  during  tlie 
war,  and  was  a  friend  of  Gen.  John  A.  Logan. 

Mrs.  Woodside  is  a  member  in  good  standing  of 
the  I'nitcd  Presliyterian  Church.  Although  not  a 
member  of  any  denomination,  our  subject  is  a  lib- 
eral contributor  to  the  support  of  the  various 
churches.  He  is  the  largest  tax-payer  in  this  lo- 
cality, and  the  high  standing  which  he  occupies 
among  the  business  men  of  Randolph  Cduut}-  is 
attributable  to  his  indefatigable  perseverance  and 
untiring  energy. 


JANIEL  SCHNEIDER.     Among  the  native 
)  born  citizens  of  Monroe  County  we  name 
Daniel  Schneider,  who  is  one  of  the  pros- 
"  perous  land  owners  on  section    22,  town- 

ship 1  south,  ranges  9  and  10  west.  He  was  born  on 
the  place  where  he  now  resides,  October  19,  1845. 
Peter  and  Margaret  (Weber)  Schneider,  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Germany,  and 
the  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  in  connec- 
tion with  which  he  carried  on  the  trade  of  a  wag- 
on-maker for  about  fifteen  3'ears  prior  to  coming 
to  this  country  in  1842.  He  immediately  lo- 
cated in  this  county,  and  was  enabled  to  purchase 
seven tj'-seven  acres  of  raw  land,  which  he  im- 
proved and  cultivated,  and  to  which  he  added 
from  time  to  time,  at  his  death  possessing  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty-five  acres.  He  and  his  worthy  wife 
were  members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church, 
and  passed  from  this  life  in  1890  and  1873  respec- 
tivel}'. 

Our  subject  is  one  in  a  family  of  eight  children 
born  to  his  parents,  five  of  whom  were  born 
in  Germany.  Tiiey  are:  David  and  Catherina, 
deceased;  Margaret;  Christian,  deceased;  Louis; 
Caroline,  deceased;  Daniel, our  subject;  and  Peter. 
Daniel  received  his  education  in  the  village 
schools  of  Columbia,  and  at  the  same  time  as- 
sisted his  father  in  the  farm  duties.     He  remained 
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under  the  parental  roof  until  attaining  manhood, 
when  he  purchased  of  his  father  ninety-seven  acres 
of  land,  for  which  lie  went  in  debt  §1,000,  and 
which  is  still  in  his  possession.  Here  he  is  en- 
gaged in  active  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  has 
made  of  his  jilace  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township. 
Tlie  marriage  of  Daniel  Schneider  and  Miss 
Caroline  Kretch  took  place  in  1868,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children,  three  of  whom  died 
when  quite  young.  The  surviving  are  named 
Minnie,  Herman,  .lulius,  Emma,  Willie,  Bertha  and 
Carrie.  They  are  all  attending  school  in  Colum- 
bia and  are  gaining  good  educations.  Mrs.  Schnei- 
der was  born  in  Germany  in  1851  and  came  to  the 
United  States  with  her  parents,  settling  in  Mon- 
roe County.  She  and  her  husband  are  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  in  good  stand- 
ing and  fellowship.  Politically  Mr.  .Schneider  is  a 
member  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1893  was  chosen  by  his  party  as  a  member  of  the 
City  School  Board  of  Columbia. 


^^i 


-  -v«^  -^*.  ^/n^  -7n^  OCT  '^i**  -^is^  ". 


^UDGE  W.  W.  BARR,  of  CarbondaJe,  who 
has  won  a  prominent  position  among  the 
leading  attorneys  of  .Jackson  Count\-,  claims 
Pennsj'lvania  as  the  state  of  his  nativity. 
He  was  born  in  Centre  County  May  8,  1845,  and 
is  a  son  of  James  S.  and  Charlotte  (Stage)  Barr, 
both  of  whom  were  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
the  former  being  born  in  1817,  and  the  latter  in 
1818.  The  father  was  Principal  of  the  public 
schools  of  Huntingdon,  Pa.,  for  several  3'ears,  and 
was  County'  Superintendent  of  Schools  for  a  num- 
ber of  3-ears.  He  was  also  editor  and  proprietor 
of  the  Huntingdon  American  for  a  considerable 
time.  In  1858,  he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  locating 
in  Tamaroa,  and  subsequently  came  to  Carbondale. 
He  took  a  very  prominent  part  in  political  affairs; 
was  a  stalwart  Democrat,  and  served  as  Circuit 
Clerk  and  Master  in  Chancery  in  Franklin.  He 
and  his  wife  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  were  highly  respected  people. 

.ludge  Barr  is  the  eldest  in  their  family  of  scA'en 
children.  His  early  education,  acquired  in  the 
common  schools,  was  supplemented  by  study  in 


the  Indiana  LTniversity,  from  which  he  was  gradu- 
ated in  the  Class  of  '67,  having  completed  the 
law  course.  The  same  jear  he  went  to  Benton, 
111.,  where  he  engaged  in  the  pr.actice  of  his  pro- 
fession until  1876,  when  he  came  to  Carbondale, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  has  a  keen, 
quick  intellect,  is  a  logical  reasoner  and  a  fluent 
speaker,  and  has  therefore  won  success  in  his  chosen 
profession. 

In  the  3'ear  1870  Judge  Barr  w.as  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Alice  G.  Brenizer.  a  native  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  Charles  and 
Cliristina  Brenizer,  of  the  Eimpire  State.  The^- 
have  two  children,  Jessie  G.  and  Bertha  A.  Keesee. 
The  former  is  a  graduate  of  the  Southern  Illinois 
.State  Normal  University. 

Judge  Barr  takes  considerable  interest  in  civic 
societies.  He  belongs  to  the  M.asonic  fraternity, 
the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen.  He  has  been  Grand  Dictator 
of  the  state  for  two  years.  His  wife  and  daughters 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  has  always  t.iken  an  active  part  in  politics,  and 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  has  been  a 
member  of  ever}'  state  convention  since  1867,  and 
it  was  he  who  nominated  J.  B.  Gill  for  Lieutenant- 
Governor  at  the  last  convention.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  State  Central  Democratic  Commit- 
tee. Mr.  Barr  was  State's  Attorney  of  Franklin 
County  for  one  term.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
first  legislature  which  convened  under  the  new 
constitution  in  1871-72,  and  in  1886  he  was  elected 
County  Judge, and  re-elected  in  1890.  His  present 
term  continues  until  December,  1894.  During  his 
long  service  he  has  fully  demonstrated  his  excel- 
lent ability,  and  his  admirable  management  of  the 
court  has  won  him  high  commendation. 


W  GUIS  WEHRHEIM,  one  of  the  leading 
il  (?§i  and  representative  farmers  of  Randolph 
.-I'— ^Vi  County,  who  is  now  successfully  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  township  6,  range  7, 
has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  Illinois,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  Evansville,  on  the  8th 
of  September,  1852,     His  father  was  John  Wehr- 
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lieim,  and  his  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
KlizabetU  Hetty.  Hoth  were  natives  of  (icnii.'iiiy, 
and  in  their  childhood  tliey  e.inie  witii  llieir  re- 
spective families  to  America,  and  grew  to  mature 
years  in  Monroe  County,  III.,  where  their  marriage 
was  celebrated.  The  father  was  a  cooper  by  trade, 
and  followed  that  pursuit  for  several  years.  lie 
later  engaged  in  nnlling,  and  also  carried  on  farm- 
ing in  connection  with  the  operation  of  his  mill. 
Duiing  the  last  years  of  his  life  his  energies  were 
devoted  exclusively  to  agriculture. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  is  so  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
Randolph  County  that  he  needs  no  special  intro- 
duction to  our  readers.  The  educational  priv- 
ileges which  he  received  were  only  those  afforded 
by  the  common  schools  of  tlijs  localit}'.  His  train- 
ing at  farm  labor,  however,  was  not  so  meagre,  for 
he  w.as  earl}'  inured  to  the  arduous  labors  of  the 
fields.  He  gave  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  serv- 
ices until  after  he  had  attained  his  majority,  when, 
at  the  age  of  tweut^'-two,  he  embarked  in  business 
for  himself  as  a  merchant.  In  connection  with 
his  lirother  Oeorge  he  established  a  store  in  Evans- 
ville,  where  they  carried  on  o[ierations  for  a  j-ear. 
On  the  expiration  of  that  period,  our  subject  sold 
out  and  resumed  farming,  which  vocation  he  has 
since  followed,  lie  owns  a  valuable  and  product- 
ive tract  of  land,  which  is  now  under  a  liigli  state 
of  cultivation  and  well  imi>roved.  Everything 
about  the  place  denotes  the  careful  supervision  of 
the  owner,  who  is  justly'  regarded  as  one  of  the 
leading  agriculturists  of  this  region. 

t)n  .lune-4,  1871,  Mr.  Wehrheim  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Beare,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Christian  and  Martha  (I.enherr)  lieare,  of 
Ellis  Grove,  111.  Three  children  graced  this  union, 
but  the  only  son  died  at  the  age  of  two  years;  the 
two  daughters,  Tillie  and  .\nna,  are  still  with  their 
parents,  and  are  attending  school.  The  mother  is 
a  member  of  the  German  Methodist  Church.  The 
household  is  a  hosi)itable  one,  and  its  members 
rank  high  in  social  circles. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Wehrheim  is  an  in- 
flexible adherent  of  the  Republican  party  and  its 
principles,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  promote 
its  growth  and  insure  its   success.     Although  he 


is  so  deeply  interested  in  politics,  he  has  never 
sought  or  desired  political  preferment  for  himself. 
However,  he  has  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
is  now  creditably  and  acceptably  lilling  the  office 
of  School  Director.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in 
him  a  warm  friend,  and  his  hearty  support  and  co- 
operation are  given  to  every  cnteri)rise  which  he 
believes  will  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  is  a  pub- 
lic-spirited and  jjrogressive  citizen  and  a  man  of 
sterling  worth,  who  is  held  in  high  regard  through- 
out the  community  in  which  the  greater  part  of 
liis  life  has  been  passed. 


THOMAS  LEO  Ml'DD.  Randolph  County 
has  among  its  citizens  many  men  of  more 
than  average  ability  and  intelligence  who 
are  doing  a  great  work  for  its  advancement.  Prom- 
inent among  these  is  the  gentleman  whose  name 
appears  at  the  head  of  this  biogra()liy.  He  is  one 
of  the  most  enter|)rising  farmers  in  this  part  of 
the  county,  and  is  also  a  marked  figure  in  its  po- 
litical life.  He  served  for  many  years  as  School 
Director  and  as  Trustee  of  his  district. 

A  native  of  this  county,  our  subject  was  born 
June  28,  18.31,  and  is  the  son  of  .lamesand  Amelia 
(O'Hara)  Mudd.  The  father  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, whence  he  came  to  Randolph  County  in  an 
early  day  and  was  classed  among  its  early  settlers. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died  when  our 
subject  was  a  small  bo}-.  The  parental  family  in- 
cluded six  sons  and  three  daughters,  of  whom 
Thomas  L.  is  the  youngest  but  one. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  died  when  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age.  and  he  was  then  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  Prior  to  that  time,  he 
had  gained  a  fair  education  in  the  district  school, 
and  when  compelled  to  make  his  own  way  in  the 
world  turned  his  attention  to  farming.  He  has  re- 
sided upon  his  present  estate  since  1844,  and  his 
whole  course  in  life  shows  him  to  be  a  shrewd, 
practical  and  capable  farmer.  When  locating  here 
his  land  was  covered  with  timber,  and  he  entered 
upon  the  hard  task  of  clearing  it  with  a  sturdy  de- 
termination to  conquer  all  obstacles.  In  theyeai-s 
that  followed,  he  put  his  place  in  good  order,  and 
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now  has  a  well  developed  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  acres,  located  five  miles  south 
of  Ruma,  in  township  5,  range  9. 

January'9,  1855,  Tlioir.as  L.  INIudd  and  Miss 
Mary  E.  Hairell  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
hidy  is  likewise  a  native  of  this  county,  and  by 
her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the  mother 
of  the  following  named  six  children:  John  H., 
Austin  P.,  Thomas  W.,  James  R.,  Jerome,  and  Mary 
Ann,  now  Mrs.  John  Hoy.  In  politics  Mr.  jNIudd 
favors  Democratic  principles, and  cast  his  first  vote 
for  Buchanan.  All  the  members  of  his  famil3'  are 
identified  with  the  Catholic  Church  and  are  highlj- 
respected  in  their  communit3-. 


AVID  OHLWINE,  a  well  known  resident  of. 
Red  Bud,  and  one  worthy  of  representation 
in  the  history  of  Kandolpii  Count}'  among 
its  prominent  citizens,  claims  Ohio  as  the  place  of 
his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Greene  County,  and 
is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  (Schroeder)  Ohl- 
wine,  who  were  natives  of  Maryland.  The  father 
served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  the  family  was 
probably  founded  in  America  during  Colonial  days. 

In  the  Buckeye  State,  David  Ohlwine  was  reared 
to  manhood,  no  event  of  special  importance  occur- 
ring during  his  boyhood  and  youth.  The  com- 
mon schools  afforded  him  his  educational  privi- 
leges. After  arriving  at  man's  estate,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte  Ta>lor. 
Their  wedding  was  celebrated  in  Ohio,  and  in 
1839  they  left  that  state  for  Illinois.  The  first 
year  after  their  arrival  was  spent  in  Preston.  Mr. 
Ohlwine  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land  and  began 
farming,  but  on  account  of  sickness  he  was  forced 
to  incur  indebtedness,  and  during  the  earlier  years 
of  his  residence  in  this  state  lie  met  with  many 
hardships  and  difficulties,  but  at  length  persever- 
ance and  industry  overcame  these,  and  by  good 
management  and  well  directed  efforts  he  achieved 
a  handsome  property,  becoming  an  extensive  land 
owner  in  Randolph  and  Richland  Counties. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ohlwine  were  born  eleven 
children,  six  of  whom  are  j'et  living,  namely: 
Clementine,  wife  of  W.  R.  Kelsej',  of  San  Antonio, 


Tex.;  Walter;  George;  James,  who  resides  in  South 
Dakota;  Frank,  a  resident  of  Kendallville,  Ind.; 
and  Cora,  wife  of  Charles  A.  Wolfe,  who  is  living 
in  Ligonier,  Ind.  The  mother  of  this  family,  who 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  died 
April  6,  1891.  For  his  second  wife  Mr.  Ohlwine 
chose  Mrs.  Cordelia  Allen,  widow  of  James  Allen, 
and  a  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Smith,  one  of  the 
earl}-  settlers  of  Randolph  County. 

In  connection  with  his  farming  interests,  Mr. 
Ohlwine  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the  Ohl- 
wine-Schrieber  Banking  Company,  and  has  filled 
the  office  of  President  since  its  formation.  The 
success  of  that  financial  institution  is  due  to  his 
efforts.  He  has  been  one  of  the  active  and  leading 
business  men  of  the  county,  and  as  the  result  of 
his  untiring  efforts  has  won  the  prosperity  which 
now  enables  him  to  lay  aside  business  cares.  He 
was  at  one  time  a  member  of  the  Independent  Or- 
der of  Odd  Fellows.  In  politics,  he  is  a  supporter 
of  Democratic  principles,  and  in  religious  belief  is 
a  Baptist.  He  may  truly  be  called  a  self-made 
man,  and  his  life  is  in  many  respects  well  worthy 
of  emulation. 


4^ 
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*,  I^ILLIAM  IIUCH,  who  was  born  in  Monroe 
\jj//  County,  111.,  in  1842,  is  one  of  the  larg- 
W^  est  and  most  energetic  farmers  in  town- 
ship 1  south,  ranges  9  and  10  west.  He  is  a  son  of 
Gottleib  and  Caroline  (Holzhaus)  Huch,  both  na- 
tives of  Hanover,  Germany.  There  the  father  re- 
ceived a  good  education  and  was  reared  as  a 
farmer's  boy,  afterward  learning  the  trade  of  a 
stone  mason.  He  came  to  the  United  States  with 
his  family,  and  located  first  in  Ohio.  Later  com- 
ing to  Monroe  Count}-,  he  bought  a  large  tract  of 
laud  from  the  Government,  being  also  the  owner 
of  land  in  Wayne  County,  this  state.  At  the  time 
of  liis  death,  which  occurred  in  1865,  he  was  the 
possessor  of  a  fine  piece  of  property,  consisting  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
took  great  pride  in  cultivating  and  improving. 
Politically  he  was  first  an  old-line  Whig,  but  on 
the  organization  of  the  Republican  party  he  cast 
his  vote  for  its  candidates.     Gottleib  Huch,  with 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


425 


his  good  wife,  was  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church  at  Columbia,  and  iielped  to  erect  the  old 
log  structure  in  which  tiio  congregation  first  met 
for  services.  He  was  preceded  to  tlie  better  land 
b.v  his  wife,  siie  dying  three  days  before  liis  death. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  slietcli  received  a  fair  com- 
mon-school education,  and  remained  on  the  home 
farm  assisting  his  father  until  the  death  of  his 
parents,  when  he  went  to  live  with  a  brotiier,  re- 
maining one  year.  The  marriage  of  our  subject 
and  Miss  Mary  Williams  occurred  in  1865,  and  to 
them  has  been  born  a  family  of  eleven  children, 
allof  whom  are  living:  JNIargaret,  Lizzie,  Caroline, 
Louisa,  Henry,  Michael,  John,  Herman,  Jacob, 
Louis  and  William.  Mrs.  Iluch  was  born  in  this 
county.  She,  with  her  husband,  is  a  worthy  mem- 
ber of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Colum- 
bia. Politically,  Mr.  lluch  is  a  stanch  Republican, 
always  believing  in  the  principles  of  that  partj'. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  the  gentleman 
whose  name  heads  this  sketch  received  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  acres  of  his  father's  estate,  and  at 
once  set  about  its  cultivation.  He  has  since  been 
enabled  to  add  to  it,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two 
hundred  and  ten  broad  and  fertile  acres.  He  is 
thereon  engaged  in  mixed  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing, and  h.is  made  of  his  place  one  of  the  best  in 
the  township. 

ATHER  K.  SCHAUERTE,  pastor  of  St.  An- 
drew's Catholic  Church  of  Murphysboro, 
was  born  in  Westphalia,  Germany,  March  7, 
1862.  His  father,  William  Sehauerte,  was  a  well- 
to-do  farmer,  who  died  in  that  country  at  the  age 
of  sixty-five.  His  wife,  wlio  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Regina  Matzhauser,  is  still  living  on  the 
old  homestead.  In  the  family  arc  seven  children, 
three  of  wlK)m  reside  in  Germany  and  four  in  this 
country. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest.  He  remained  in  his 
native  land  until  1880,  when  he  sailed  from  Bre- 
men to  Baltimore,  and  thence  went  to  East  ISt. 
Louis,  where  he  studied  under  the  private  instruc- 
tion of  Father  C.  Koenig  for  one  year.  He  then 
attended  St.  Joseph's  College,  of  Teutopolis,  III., 
from    which    he    was    graduated   in    1883,  having 


completed  the  classical  course.  He  then  studied 
theology  and  philosophy  in  St.  Francis'  Seminary, 
of  Milwaukee,  and  was  graduated  in  1*887.  He 
was  ordained  by  Archbishop  Heiss,  of  Milwaukee, 
and  then  was  appointed  as  substitute  for  Rev.  F. 
Bergmann,  of  Mur|)hysboro. 

For  five  months  Father  Sehauerte  acted  as  sub- 
stitute, and  was  made  pastor  of  St.  Andrew's  con- 
gregation in  January  of  1888.  On  the  4th  of  May 
following,  the  small  frame  church  was  burned  to 
the  ground,  but  ()Ians  were  soon  afterward  made 
for  a  new  church,  and  the  sau.e  fall  the  building 
was  begun.  It  was  completed  September  16,  1889, 
and  its  images  and  inside  furnishings  were  all  im- 
ported from  Europe.  There  is  a  membeiship  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  families. 

Father  Sehauerte  has  established  four  missions — 
St.  lillizabeth's,  at  Ava,  111.;  St.  Ann's,  at  Raddle- 
ville;  St.  Gregory's,  at  Grand  Tower;  and  one  at 
Cartersville.  At  the  first  two  places  he  built 
churches.  In  the  summer  of  1893  St.  Andrew's 
school  was  built.  It  is  a  three-story  brick  struct- 
ure, 46x50  feel.  It  is  in  charge  of  five  Sisters  of 
the  Precious  Blood,  who  teach  the  common 
branches,  sciences  and  music.  The  church  owns 
St.  Andrew's  Cemetery,  which  is  two  miles  from 
the  citj-,  and  which  comprises  six  acres  of  land.  It 
also  owns  a  hospital  site  near  the  Chicago  &  Texas 
depot.  The  church  is  the  largest  and  finest  in 
southern  Illinois  between  Belleville  and  Cairo,  is 
built  in  (iotliic  style,  and  is  one  hundred  and 
seven  feet  long  and  forty-two  feet  in  front,  with 
a  transcept  fifty-eight  feet.  There  are  church  so- 
cieties for  the  male  members  of  the  congregation, 
married  ladies,  j'oung  ladies  and  young  men.  For 
the  past  two  years  Father  Sehauerte  has  had  an 
assistant.  He  is  an  untiring  worker  in  his  church, 
and  its  rapid  development  in  this  community  is 
largely  due  to  his  efforts. 

ANIEL  KLEIN.  Among  the  attractive 
estates  of  Jlonroe  County  there  is  one 
comprising  one  hundred  and  three  acres 
of  land  in  township  1  south,  ranges  9  and 
10  west,  to  which  the  eye  of  the  passer-by  returns 
again    and    again.     Kvcrything    alx)ut    the    pl.ace 
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bears  an  air  of  neatness  and  order,  while  a  com- 
plete line  of  excellent  buildings  and  well  kept 
fences  adds  to  the  pleasing  prospect  afforded  by 
well  cultivated  fields.  This  place  was  formerly 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  gentleman  whose 
name  initiates  this  sketch,  and  who  held  high  rank 
among  agriculturists. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  native  of  Rhenish 
Bavaria,  Germany,  where  he  was  born  December  1, 
1828.  His  father,  Daniel, and  his  mother,  Eliz.abeth 
(Teiss)  Klein,  were  farmers  in  their  native  coiintr\', 
and  emigrated  to  America  in  1841,  making  their 
way  to  St.  Louis.  In-  October  of  the  same  year,  how- 
ever, they  lf)cated  in  Monroe  County,  on  the  farm 
which  our  subject  afterward  owned.  The  father 
first  purchased  sixty-three  acres,  and  later  added 
forty  more,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and 
three  acres.  Daniel  Klein,  Sr.,  was  one  of  the  or- 
ganizers and  builders  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran 
Church  at  Columbia,  and  was  a  worthy  Trustee  at 
the  time  of  its  erection.  He  was  called  to  the  land 
of  rest  in  1845,  his  good  wife  surviving  him  ten 
years. 

The  paternal  gr.andfather  of  our  subject,  Adam 
Klein,  was  a  stone-mason  by  trade,  but  also  followed 
the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  Germany,  where  he 
died.  He  was  the  father  of  three  chiUlreu,  Cathe- 
rine, Daniel  and  Adam,  and  was  also  connected 
with  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Klein  was  one  in  a  family  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parents,  two  of  whom  died 
when  young.  Those  living  are,  Elizabeth,  who 
is  the  wife  of  William  Hoffman;  Catherine,  who 
married  Jacob  Young;  and  Margaret,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Henr}'  Hucli.  The  early  education  of 
our  subject  was  obtained  both  in  the  Old  Country 
and  in  Monroe  County,  and  he  early  in  life  began 
to  assist  in  the  duties  on  the  farm,  becoming  thor- 
oughly familiar  with  all  its  details.  He  remained 
with  his  parents  until  the  age  of  twenty-six,  when 
he  was  married  to  .Tulia  Kern,  a  daughter  of  Theo- 
bold  and  Elizabeth  Kern.  The  lady  was  born  in 
the  Fatherland,  and  came  to  the  United  States 
alone  when  nineteen  years  of  age,  here  meeting  her 
brother  and  sister,  who  had  preceded  her.  She 
bore  her  husband  eleven  children,  three  of  whom 
are  deceased:    Elizabeth,  who  married  John  Reger, 


and  died  leaving  two  children,  Henr}-  (deceased) 
and  William;  Caroline;  Catherine,  deceased;  Louis, 
who  died  when  seven  months  old;  Emma,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Kreckel;  Henry,  a  resident  of 
Columbia;  Lewis,  whomakes  his  home  in  St.  Louis; 
Charles,  a  resident  of  Chicago;  William,  who  is  at 
home;  Gus,  who  is  in  St.  Louis;  and  Ida,  who  is  at 
home.  They  were  all  educated  in  the  Columbia 
schools  and  are  well  fitted  for  the  battles  of  life. 
Mr.  Klein  was  a  stalwart  Republican  in  his  po- 
litical views,  and  with  his  worthy  wife  was  a  val- 
ued member  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at 
Columbia.  At  the  death  of  his  father  our  subject 
inherited  the  home  estate,  and  w.as  considered  one 
of  the  thrifty  and  energetic  .agriculturists  of  the 
county  at  the  time  of  his  death,  January  IS),  1894. 


e^+^p- 
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*'  ENRY  BUETTNER,  of  Red  Bud,  is  widely 
jj  known  throughout  Randolph  and  adjoin- 
ing counties,  and  with  pleasure  we  present 
to  our  readers  this  record  of  his  life.  He 
w.as  born  in  Germany  in  1844,  and  in  his  native 
land  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  no 
event  of  special  importance  occurring  during  that 
time.  In  1869  he  determined  to  seek  a  home  and 
fortune  beyond  the  Atlantic,  and  on  crossing  the 
ocean  located  in  Davenport,  Iowa.  He  had  one 
brother,  Ferd,  who  also  came  to  the  United  States, 
and  is  now  a  prosperous  and  successful  merchant 
of  Percy,  HI. 

For  three  years  after  his  arrival  in  this  county, 
Mr.  Buettner  remained  in  Davenport,  and  in  1873 
went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  continued  for  nearly 
three  years  working  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  brewer. 
During  his  residence  in  St.  Louis  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Marguerila  Gaul,  by  whom  he 
has  bad  five  children,  Julius  IL,  Oscar,  Otto,  Ella, 
and  Henr}',  who  died    at    the  age  of  three  years. 

In  187.5  Mr.  Buettner  came  with  his  family  to 
Red  Bud  in  the  capacity  of  agent  for  the  Excelsior 
Brewing  Company  of  St.  Louis.  After  two  years 
he  bought  the  property  of  the  firm  in  this  pl.ace 
and  embarked  in  the  same  line  of  business  for 
himself.  He  is  now  interested  in  the  Tennessee 
Brewing  Company,  of  Memphis,  Teun.,  as  one  of  its 
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stockbolc^ers.  In  conheclion  with  his  oUier  inter- 
ests he  also  owns  and'carries  on  the  Buettner  Hotel. 
He  isa  niember  of  and  stockholder  in  tiielowa, Illi- 
nois and  Alabama  1, umber  and  Live  Stock  Com- 
liany,  which  owns  ten  thousand  acres  of  timber 
land  in^the  slate  Alaliama.  When  he  reachc(l  Rock 
Island,  111.,  lie  had  but  twenty-five  cent«  in  his 
pocket,  but  to-day  lie  is  one  of  the  well-to-do  citi- 
zens of  this  part  of  the  state.  l!y  working  hard, 
saving  what  he  had  earned  and  investing  it  with 
care  and  diligence,  he  has  become  what  we  find 
him  to-day,  one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of 
Randolph  County. 

In  ])()litics  Mr.  Buelliier  generally  votes  with 
the  lU'publican  party,  but  he  is  not  an  active  par- 
tisan and  has  never  been  an  otHce-seeker,  prefer- 
ring to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his 
business  interests.  He  takes  considerable  interest 
in  civic  societies  and  is  connected  with  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge  and  the 
Knights  of  Honor.  A  pleasant,  genial  gentleman, 
he  makes  friends  wherever  he  goes  and  has  ac- 
quainU-inces  throughout  this  part  of  the  state.  He 
was  not  disappointed  in  the  hope  that  his  financial 
condition  would  be  improved  in  America,  and  in- 
deed his  success  has  far  exceeded  his  expectations. 
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^5$EORGE  D.  SEYMOUR.  This  gentlem.an 
II  f—-  may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man,  as 
^^1  will  be  seen  by  the  perusal  of  his  biography. 
He  occupies  a  finely  improved  farm  in  township 
6,  range  7,  and  ranks  among  the  highly  respected 
residents  of  Randolph  Count}-  by  reason  of  his 
intelligence,  sterling  character  and  reliable  citizen- 
sliip.  He  is  an  enterprising  farmer,  piudentlj' 
changing  his  crops  in  order  to  promote  the  fertil- 
ity of  the  soil,  and  devoting  the  greater  part  of  his 
land  to  grain,  although  not  neglecting  other  arti- 
cles of  produce.  He  raises  graded  hogs,  cattle  and 
fine  horses,  and  has  his  estate  well  supplied  with 
orchards  and  groves.  Neat  fences  enclose  and  sub- 
divide the  six  hundred  acres  which  he  owns,  and 
good  buildings  are  favorably  located  upon  it.  The 


land  has  been  tilled  wherever  necessary,  and  is 
improved  in  every  part. 

Edward  A.  Seymour,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged as  a  clock-maker.  He  also  conducted  a  large 
business  through  the  west,  and  in  1H;}8  concluded 
to  locate  in  Illinois.  His  good  wife,  the  motlierof 
our  subject,  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as  Har- 
riet A.  Johnson,  and  was  born  in  Connecticut. 
When  her  husband  moved  to  ilie  Prairie  State  she 
did  not  come  with  him,  as  she  did  not  like  to  leave 
her  native  home.      Both  are  now  deceased. 

The  sul)ject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Farming- 
ton,  Conn..  Ai)ril  28,  1831,  and  is  the  eldest  child 
in  the  family.  He  attended  school  in  his  native 
town  until  reaching  his  fifteenth  year,  when  he 
commenced  to  work  in  a  foundry,  and  afterward 
was  employed  in  a  furniture  factory  in  that  place. 
He  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  on  coming  to 
Rand()l|)li  Count}',  and  after  a  sojourn  of  one  year 
here  he  went  to  St.  Louis.  Not  finding  tliat  city 
what  he  expected,  he  soon  returned  to  this  county 
and  located  on  a  small  farm,  which  he  at  once  pur- 
chased. To  tile  original  .acreage  he  has  since  added, 
and  he  is  to-day  classed  among  the  most  extensive 
farmers  in  Illinois.  He  is  considered  one  of  the  keen , 
thoroughly  wide-awake  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of 
the  county,  who  are  contributing  so  much  to  its 
material  prosperity. 

In  October,  1864,  our  subject  responded  to  his 
country's  call  and  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Thirtieth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Alton,  III.  The  first  engagement  in  which  the 
regiment  took  part  was  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and 
afterward  they  participated  in  the  battles  of  Mur- 
freesboro  and  Cliattanooga.  Thence  they  marched 
to  North  Carolina,  and  at  Kingston  our  subject 
and  some  of  his  comrades  were  captured.  They 
were  confined  in  Libby  Prison,  and  one  month 
later  were  paroled  and  returned  to  Camp  Butler, 
where  he  was  mustered  out  June  30,  1865. 

From  the  army  Mr.  Seymour  returneil  to  his 
home,  anil  has  since  given  his  undivided  attention 
to  the  cultivation  of  his  farm.  Socially  he  is  one 
of  the  leading  meml)ers  of  the  Royal  Arch  Masons 
and  the  Council  Degrees  Lodge  No.  86,  at  Kaskas- 
kia,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Worshipful  Mas- 
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ter.  He  is  connected  with  Florence  Post  No.  719, 
G.  A.  R.,  at  Florence.  Politically  a  Republican, 
in  national  and  state  elections  he  is  somewhat 
conservative  in  local  matters.  lie  has  served  as 
School  Trustee  of  his  township  for  a  number  of 
3'ears. 

December  1,  1857,  George  D.  Seymour  and  Miss 
Helen  M.  Beckwitli  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Sej-mour  was  a  daughter  of  George  and  Lovina 
(Austin)  Beckwitli,  who  died  at  New  Hartford, 
Conns  She  became  the  mother  of  three  children: 
Clarence  A.,  who  died  in  infancy;  Charles  Henrj', 
who  married  Lillie  Lovina  Young,  and  lives  near 
Ellis  Grove,  this  county,  and  George  E.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  Lovina  Humphries  and  also  resides  near 
Ellis  Grove.  In  December  of  1886  Mrs.  Helen 
Seymour  died.  May  9,  1889,  Miss  Rosella  Bell  be- 
came the  wife  of  our  subject.  She  is  a  daughter 
of  David  and  Mary  J.  (Ilale)  Bell,  and  was  bo'n 
in  Jefferson  County,  111.  To  this  marriage  one 
ciiild  has  been  born,  who  bears  the  name  of  Frances 
Belle.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Seymour  are  attendants  at 
the  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  highly  regarded  in 
the  neighborhood. 


!^ 


^^^OTTLIEB  ZIEBOLD  is  the  senior  member 
(l[  of  the  firm  of  G.  Ziebold  &  Son,  the  well 

%^(  known  millers  of  Red  Bud.  He  was  born  in 
Wagenstedt,  Baden,  Germany,  in  1822,  and  is  a  son 
of  Gottlieb  and  Catherine  (Lauer)  Ziebold,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  the  same  country.  Their 
fainil\'  numbered  five  cliildren.  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Magdelena,  was  born  in  1818,  and  married  Frede- 
rick Hirsch,  who  died  in  the  Fatherland.  She  then 
brought  her  family  to  America,  and  located  in 
Monroe  County,  III.,  where  her  last  days  wore 
spent.  Christina,  wlio  was  born  in  1820,  became 
the  wife  of  Jacob  Schneider,  and  never  left  Ger- 
man}'. Gottliel)  is  the  third  in  order  of  birth. 
Joseph  is  now  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  California,  Mo.  Caroline  is  the  widow  of  Fred 
KiUey,  of  Waterloo,  III. 

Mr.  Ziebold  of  tliis  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  land,  and  for  seven  years  served 
in  the  German  army.     He  took   part  in   the  Revo- 


lution when  Baden  attempted  to  establish  ber  in- 
dependence, and  was  wounded  in  the  battle  of 
Wagheisel  under  General  jNIerolovsky  and  General 
Leigh.  In  1850  he  crossed  tlie  Atlantic,  and  for  a 
short  time  worked  in  New  York,  after  which  he 
went  to  Ohio.  In  1851  he  purchased  a  small  farm 
in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  1859.  That  year  witnessed 
his  removal  to  California,  Mo.,  where  he  resided 
until  1867.  Meantime  he  engaged  in  farming  un- 
til 1862,  and  then  purchasing  a  mill,  superintended 
its  management  for  five  j-ears.  Removing  to 
Monroe  City,  111.,  he  purchased  a  mill,  and  also 
erected  one,  which  he  conducted  until  1881.  In 
1871,  he  bought  a  mill  in  Tipton,  Mo.,  which  he 
carried  on  for  one  year  in  connection  with  his 
business  in  Monroe. 

During  the  late  war,  Mr.  Ziebold  was  among  the 
first  to  respond  to  the  country's  call  for  troops, 
enlisting  in  1861,  in  Companj'  G,  First  Missouri 
Infantry,  in  which  he  served  for  four  months.  He 
has  ever  taken  a  commendable  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community 
in  which  he  makes  his  home,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  i)rominent  and  valued  citizens  of  Red 
Bud,  where  he  located  in  1880. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Ziebold  married  Miss  Magdelena 
Schnaiter,  and  to  them  were  born  eight  children, 
of  whom  five  are  still  living.  Mina  is  the  wife  of 
Joseph  AV.  Rickerl,  a  lawyer  of  Waterloo.  Nelson 
G.  will  be  mentioned  later  on.  George  W.  is  now 
manager  of  the  Waterloo  Milling  Company.  Mary 
M.  is  the  next  younger.  Charles  F.  is  a  lawyer  of  St. 
Louis.  Nelson  G.  is  his  father's  partner  in  business. 
He  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  in  1857,  and  at- 
tended the  St.  Louis  University,  from  which  he 
was  graduated  in  1876.  He  then  joined  his  father 
m  the  milling  business,  and  has  since  been  an  ac- 
tive member  of  the  firm.  He  is  President  of  the 
Waterloo  Milling  Company,  in  which  his  father 
owns  two-fifths  of  the  stock.  He  is  also  a  stock- 
holder in  and  President  of  the  Saxenineyer  Lumber 
Company,  of  Red  Bud.  In  1883  he  wedded  Miss 
Mary  C,  daughter  of  Fred  I'airolt.  of  Monroe 
County. 

Mv.  Ziebold  lost  his  first  wife  in  California,  Mo., 
and   in    1872   he  married   Mrs.  Margaret  Mueller. 
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They  now  have  five  children:  Anna,  ■William, 
Maggie,  Amelia  and  Gottlieb.  By  her  first  union 
Mrs.  Ziebold  .also  had  two  children,  I'eter  and 
Henry  J. 

The  members  of  llie  firm  of  Ziebold  Si  Co  are 
botli  well  known  men  of  good  luisiness  ability,  and 
through  upright  dealing  have  won  the  confidence 
of  their  patrons.  Their  mill  has  a  capacity  of 
three  hundred  barrels  daily,  and  seldom  a  day 
passes  when  a  carload  of  fiour  is  not  shipped  from 
their  track.  Both  gentlemen  are  supporters  of  the 
Republican  party.  The  father  is  a  member  of  the 
Odd  Fellows'  society,  and  the  son  is  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar Mason. 


'OIIN  T.  TOWNSKND.  Adjoining  the  cor- 
porate limits  of  the  city  of  Steeleville  lies  the 
^,^  I  finely  improved  farm  owned  and  occupied 
l^g//  by  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  property 
is  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  township  6,  range  5; 
in  fact,  in  all  Randolph  Countj'  there  is  no  estate 
more  highly  cultivated  than  this.  A  visitor  to 
the  homestead  will  see  that  good  buildings  have 
been  erected.  Modern  machinery  has  been  intro- 
duced, the  land  has  been  subdivided  into  jiastures 
and  fields  of  convenient  size  by  an  excellent  sys- 
tem of  fencing,  and  all  tlie  improvements  have 
been  introduced  that  mark  a  first-class  farm. 

A  native  of  the  state  of  Missouri,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  born  January  17,  1840,  and  is  the 
eldest  child  of  William  and  Mary  (Weinbarger) 
Townsend.  His  ancestors  were  for  many  genera- 
tions identified  with  the  history  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion. Though  enjoying  few  advantages  in 
youth,  he  is  a  well  informed  man,  and  in  the  sub- 
scription schools  of  early  days  laid  the  foundation 
for  tlic  broad  fund  of  knowledge  he  afterward 
acquired.  At  the  age  of  eigliteen  he  commenced 
to  operate  a  rented  farm,  and  saved  his  earnings 
in  order  that  he  might  invest  them  in  land. 

The  boyhood  years  of  our  subject  were  passed  in 
Missouri,  where  his  parents  died.  Thence,  on  the 
4th  of  February,  1H65,  lie  removed  to  Illinois  and 
located  near  Steeleville,  where  for  four  years  he 
engaged  in  farming  upon  rented  land.     He  then 


came  to  Steeleville,  where  he  erected  a  house  and 
resided  for  a  number  of  years.  In  187'J  he  pur- 
cliased  the  beautiful  homestead  he  now  occupies. 
In  religious  belief  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  arc  generous  contributor 
to  all  ])hilanlhroi)ic  enterprises.  Their  residence 
is  an  attractive  rural  abode,  and  its  hospitable 
doors  are  ever  open  for  the  reception  of  their 
friends,  who  are  many. 

In  1858  Mr.  Townsend  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Rachel,  daughter  of  James  and  Martha 
(Cannon)  DnnncI,  natives  of  Tennessee,  who,  how- 
ever, spent  the  greater  part  of  their  lives  in  Ste. 
Genevieve,  Mo.  Three  children  have  been  born 
of  this  union,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Hu- 
bert J.  married  Miss  Rebecca  Lickiss,of  Steeleville, 
and  is  a  prominent  insurance  agent  in  .St.  Louis; 
William  II.,  a  successful  physician,  married  Miss 
Mary  McClain,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  now 
conducts  an  extensive  practice. 

In  his  political  belief,  Mr.  Townsend  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  since  attaining  his  majorit}'  has  always 
given  his  support  to  the  nominees  of  that  part}'. 
He  has  rendered  satisf.actorv  and  efficient  service 
as  a  School  Director,  and  h.as  occupied  other  posi- 
tions of  prominence.  It  ma}*  be  said  of  him  that 
no  measure  having  for  its  object  the  direct  or  in- 
direct promotion  of  the  welfare  of  the  city  fails 
to  secure  his  heartj-  co-operation  and  enthusiastic 
support. 


^=?J,EORGE  GORZNY.  Since  his  early  youth 
i|[  «=,  our  subject  has  manifested  a  degree  of  en- 
^iijl  ter|)rise  which  has  redounded  to  his  credit 
and  resulted  in  worldly  prosperity'.  He  is  one  of 
the  leading  business  men  of  Chester,  where  he  has 
resided  since  the  year  1879.  A  native  of  Poland, 
our  subject  was  born  April  23,  1856.  His  father, 
Valentine  Gorzny,  was  born  in  the  same  place  as 
his  son.  He  emigrated  to  America  in  186G  witli 
his  family,  and  located  in  Chester,  where  he  was 
engaged  as  a  day  laborer.  He  died  in  1886.  He 
was  married  to  Ann  (irott,  likewise  a  native  of 
Poland,  who  bore  him  twelve  children,  of  whom 
four  are  still  surviving.     They  are:  Zack,  a  resi- 
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dent  of  Chester;  Mary,  the  wife  of  Stephen  Jany, 
a  prominent  faimer  in  this  county;  Rosa,  who  is 
the  wife  of  Milte  Wolshock,  and  resides  in  Chester; 
and  George. 

Our  subject  attended  school  only  two  months 
in  his  life,  but  has  improved  every  opportunity 
to  grasp  Ifnowledge,  and  being  of  an  observing 
disposition,  has  made  of  himself  a  practical  and 
sagacious  business  man.  He  began  in  life  for 
himself  when  but  ten  years  old,  working  for 
his  board  and  clothes  on  a  farm  for  seven  years. 
He  then  received  some  pay  for  his  labor,  when, 
a  year  later,  lie  engaged  with  Wolf  Brothers  as 
a  farm  hand,  near  Evansville,  III.  After  eigli- 
teen  months'  time,  our  subject  came  to  Ciiester 
and  commenced  to  learn  to  manufacture  soda 
water,  but  not  making  a  success  of  this  enterprise, 
he  again  worked  on  a  farm.  In  1879  he  engaged 
in  the  cigar  business  in  Chester,  continuing  in  this 
for  two  years,  when  he  took  up  his  present  busi- 
ness, that  of  liquor  dealer.  In  this  latter  under- 
taking he  has  been  prosperous,  and  b3' his  diligence 
and  perseverance  has  been  successful. 

Mr.  Gorzny  is  a  devout  Catholic  in  his  religious 
belief,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Western  Catholic 
Union,  being  Trustee  of  that  order.  He  is  one  of 
the  leading  Democrats  in  the  county,  and  takes  an 
active  part  in  all  political  matters. 


ERNST  E.  SCHRADEK,  who  for  many  years 
has  been  engaged  in  business  as  a  barber  of 
Chester,  claims  Germany  as  the  land  of  his 
birth.  He  was  born  March  31,  1833,  and  is  the 
eldest  child  of  Henry  and  Sophia  (Vieges)  Schra- 
der,  who  were  also  natives  of  Germany.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  grain  dealer  of  that  country,  and  served 
in  the  German  army,  taking  partin  the  war  against 
the  French.  He  did  a  goo<l  business  and  was  a 
prominent  citizen. 

Krnst  E.  Schrader,  whoso  name  heads  tliis  rec- 
ord, attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native 
land,  as  required  by  the  laws  of  that  country,  until 
fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then  entered  the  univer- 
sit3'  of  Gffittingen,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for 
two  years.     In  the  meantime  he  learned   the  bar- 


ber's trade,  and  on  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  went  to  Sheffield,  England,  where  he  remained 
for  six  months,  working  at  his  chosen  trade.  We 
next  find  him  in  London,  whitlier  he  went  to  visit 
the  London  Museum,  in  which  he  spent  some  days. 
He  then  went  to  Liverpool,  England,  and  crossed 
the  Irish  Ciiannel  to  Dublin,  Ireland,  where  he 
S|)ent  five  weeks.  On  the  expiration  of  that  [leriiid 
he  returned  to  Bremen,  Germany,  where  he  was 
engaged  as  a  barber  for  six  months,  when  he  went 
to  Copenhagen,  Denmark,  spending  one  year  in 
that  city.  He  returned  by  way  of  the  Baltic  Sea 
and  Hamburg  to  his  native  town,  where  he  made 
prei)arations  for  coming  to  America. 

Having  determined  to  seek  a  liome  and  fortune 
in  tiie  New  World,  Mr.  Schrader  crossed  the  At- 
lantic, iind  landed  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  on  the  2d  of 
August,  1854.  In  that  city  he  spent  four  months, 
and  then  went  to  Cincinnati,  where  he  woikcd  for 
a  short  li.nie,  after  which  we  find  him  in  Lexing- 
ton, Ky.  Thence  he  went  to  Peoria,  III.,  and  in 
185.5  he  came  to  Chester.  Here  he  opened  the 
first  barber  shop  in  Randolph  County,  and  along 
the  line  of  his  chosen  trade  he  has  continued  busi- 
ness in  Chester  for  about  forty  jears.  Meeting 
with  most  excellent  success  in  his  undertakings, 
he  has  secured  a  large  patronage,  and  has  ac- 
quired a  handsome  competence,  wliicli  numbers 
him  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

In  August,  1856,  Mr.  Schrader  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  Roeder,  who  was  of 
German  descent.  They  have  become  the  paients 
of  ten  children.  Doris,  the  eldest,  was  killed  in  an 
explosion  in  St.  Louis,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one; 
August,  who  carries  on  a  barber  shop,  married 
Sophia  Dany.  The  others  are  Nettie,  Sophia, 
Lena,  Dora;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Fred  Oaks,  of  Chester; 
Mamie,  wife  of  Charles  Tackleberg,  a  resident  of 
St.  Louis;  Caroline,  wife  of  Charles  Schroeder, 
who  is  living  in  Horton,  Kan.;  and  Nellie,  wife  of 
Charles  Elirhardt,  of  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Schrader  and  his  family  are  all  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  They  are  people  of  promi- 
nence in  this  communit>-,and  in  social  circles  hold 
an  enviable  position  on  account  of  their  sterling 
woitli.     In   politics,  Mr.  Schrader  is  a  Democrat, 
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but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker.  He  may  truly 
be  called  :i  sflf-umde  man,  for  tliroiigli  iiis  own 
efforts  he  li;is  acliicved  a  siK'ccss  which  has  eiowned 
his  uiKlertakinijs, and  made  liim  one  of  the  substan- 
tial citizens  of  the  community. 


,^FUGrST  F.  WKINEL,  who  is  engaged  in 
^rJ\  the  lumber  and  livery  business  in  Colum- 
4>  bia,  claims  Germany  as  the  land  of  his 
birth,  which  occurred  in  Piussia  on  the 
5th  of  August,  1837.  His  father,  G.  P.  Weinel, 
was  a  miller  of  that  country.  In  bis  parents' 
home  our  subject  was  reared,  and  the  public  schools 
afforded  him  his  educational  privileges.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  hade  adieu  to  friends  and  fam- 
ily and  sailed  for  the  New  World,  for  he  believed 
that  America  furnished  better  opportunities  for 
ambitious  young  men  than  the  older  countries  of 
Europe. 

In  1856  Mr.  Weinel  took  up  his  residence  in 
Columbia,  where  he  engaged  in  clerking  for  two 
years.  He  then  bought  an  interest  in  a  store, 
which  was  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  J. 
Weinel  &  Co.,  the  partners  being  J.  Weinel,  ,1.  S. 
Morgan  and  A.  Weinel.  On  the  expiration  of 
five  j'ears  the  last  named  member  sold  out  to  his 
brother.  In  18G5  he  was  elected  County  Surveyor, 
which  otiice  he  filled  for  a  term  of  two  years. 

In  the  meantime  Mr.  Weinel  was  married,  in 
18G6,  to  Miss  Bertha,  daughter  of  Ernest  Grosse, 
a  lumber  dealer  of  Columbia.  He  was  a  native  of 
Hesse-Cassel,  Germanj',  and  came  to  America  in 
1837.  He  served  asa  soldier  all  through  the  Mex- 
ican War.  He  was  then  given  a  land  warrant,  and 
afterward  was  granted  a  pension.  Mrs.  Weinel 
was  born  in  St.  Louis  and  was  about  two  years  old 
when  the  family  came  to  Columbia.  To  our  sub- 
ject and  his  wife  were  born  ten  children,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  Catherine,  is  deceased.  The  others  are 
Bertha,  Ernst  A.,  Amelia,  Louisa,  Adelia,  Fred  W., 
Edwin,  Philip  and  Elsie. 

After  serving  his  term  as  Surveyor,  Mr.  Weinel 
embarked  in  the  hotel  and  livcr3'  business,  which 
he  carried  on  for  about  eight  years.     He  then  es- 


tablished a  lumber  yard,  and  has  conducted  the 
same  in  connection  with  his  livery  business  con- 
tinuously since.  He  has  prosi)ered  in  his  business 
dealings,  and  now  owns  five  hundred  acres  of 
good  farming  lands  in  Monroe  County,  besides 
considerable  town  property.  His  farm  is  well  im- 
proved and  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  be- 
ing devoted  to  the  raising  of  grain,  llis  residence 
is  a  fine  one  and  is  most  pleasantly  situated.  In 
his  political  views,  Mr.  Weinel  is  a  Democrat.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  two 
years,  and  served  as  its  President  for  one  year.  For 
many  years  he  has  been  Chairman  of  the  Demo- 
cratic County  Central  Committee,  and  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  political  work.  He  is  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  is  Treasurer 
of  the  local  lodge.  He  is  also  a  Director  6f  and 
is  interested  in  the  building  of  the  Masonic  Hall, 
and  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  electric  light 
companj'.  The  various  business  interests  with 
which  he  is  connected  have  not  only  proved  of 
benefit  to  himself,  but  have  also  aided  in  the  ma- 
terial advancement  of  the  cit}'.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  German  Protestant  Church, 
and  are  prominent  and  highly  respected  people, 
who  well  deserve  representation  in  this  volume. 


•i- 


^^>-^^< 


(Q>— . 


/4S^  HARLES  M.  WHEELER.  Every  country, 
III  ^1  state  and  county'  furnishes  its  quota  of 
^^^'  what  the  world  calls  "self-made"  men,  men 
who,  commencing  life  without  financial  assistance, 
have  by  means  of  their  own  good  judgment  and 
energy  gained  success  in  their  chosen  vocations, 
and  the  subject  of  our  sketch  undoubtedly  belongs 
to  this  class.  He  is  Democratic  in  politics,  and  is 
serving  as  Deputy  Sheriff  under  Alfred  Adams. 

A  native  of  Ste.  Genevieve  County,  Mo.,  Mr. 
Wheeler  was  born  January  4,  1844,  and  is  the  son 
of  James  M.  Wheeler.  His  father  was  one  of  the 
earliest  settlers  of  Kaskaskia,  this  state,  coming 
here  as  early  as  1833.  He  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, having  been  born  in  London,  and  was  a  lad 
of  ten  years  when  he  came  to  the  United  .States  in 
company  with  his  parents,  who  located  in  .Mary- 
land.   The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother 
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was  Mary  Boarman.  She  was  born-  m  Maryland 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Ignatius  Boarman,  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812. 

James  M.  Wheeler,  the  fatlier  of  our  subject, 
when  coining  to  this  state  purchased  a  large  tract 
of  land  adjoining  the  town  of  Kaskaskia.  It 
comprised  three  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  and 
in  addition  to  raising  the  cereals,  he  was  exten- 
sively engaged  in  raising  stock.  He  was  also  a  car- 
penter and  builder  of  some  renown,  erecting  the 
Kaskaskia  Convent,  and  also  was  given  tiie  contract 
to  build  the  bridge  across  the  Kaskaskia  River. 
His  death  occurred  April  4,  1860,  while  the  mother 
of  our  subject  died  in  1846. 

Charles  M.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  youngest  of 
four  cliildren  born  to  his  parents,and  after  the  de- 
cease'of  his  mother,  the  father  was  united  in  mar- 
rige  with  Miss  Agnes  Hailman,  of  St.  Louis.  Our 
subject  remained  upon  the  home  farm  and  carried 
on  his  studies  in  the  common  school  until  reaching 
his  eleventh  year,  when  he  went  to  Adams  County, 
Pa.,  and  entered  the  Conewago  College.  After 
three  years  spent  in  that  institution,  3'oung  Wheeler 
returned  home,  and  for  one  year  clerked  in  the 
store  of  Daniel  Reiiy. 

In  1860  our  subject  went  west  to  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  stopping  for  a  time  witli  his  uncle,  .7ohn  A. 
Boarman,  and  later  with  anotlier  uncle,  Jerome 
Boarman,  who  was  running  a  store  at  Oxford, 
Kan.,  among  the  Shanaiee  Indians.  He  remained 
with  him  until  1862,  when  he  went  to  Pleasant 
Hill,  Cass  County,  Mo.,  and  there  joined  General 
Price's  army.  He  did  faitliful  and  valiant  service 
until  the  close  of  the  war,  and  after  the  surrender 
of  Lee,  spent  one  year  in  the  Louisiana  State  Uni- 
versity at  Mt.  Lebanon.  He  tlien  returned  to  Kas- 
kaskia, after  an  absence  of  seven  years,  and  engaged 
as  traveling  salesman  for  the  wholesale  boot  and 
shoe  firm  of  George  P.  Gore  &  Co.,  now  of  Chi- 
cago. Soon  tiring  of  that  kind  of  life,  Mr.  Wheeler 
in  1868  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  account 
in  the  above  place,  which  he  carried  on  success- 
fully until  1882. 

The  lady  to  whom  our  subject  was  married, 
September  1,  1869,  was  Miss  Mar}',  daughter  of 
Patrick  H.  Reily,  and  to  them  has  been  born 
a  family  of  seven  children,  all  of  whom  are  living. 


In  1882  our  subject  came  to  Chester,  and  purchas- 
ing the  grocery  stock  of  Thomas  .James  ife  Son,  car- 
ried it  on  for  three  years.  Then,  on  account  of 
failing  health,  he  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he 
resided  until  1890,  at  which  time  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  Sheriff  under  Alfred  Adams.  He  has  also 
held  many  other  positions  of  responsibility,  and 
while  residing  in  Kaskaskia  was  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  fifteen  years.  He  has  always  been  an  active 
politician,  and  has  served  his  party  many  times  as 
a  member  of  Congressional  committees.  He  pos- 
sesses intelligent  views  on  all  subjects  of  general 
interest,  is  a  man  of  many  pleasant  social  qualities 
and  is  well  liked  by  the  entire  community.  Novem- 
ber 1,  1893,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  Collector  in 
the  Internal  Revenue  service  b}'  Collector  Tom  K. 
Murphj,  which  position  he  is  now  holding. 


|(_^ERMANN    GRAH.     This    country    is    the 

*'  home  of    many   Germans,  who  have  come 

here  from  time  to  time  to  take  advantage 

l^)  of  the  peculiarl}'  favorable  opportunities 
offered  for  accumulating  monej',  and  few  liave 
won  more  friends  or  have  been  more  successful 
than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in 
Prussia  March  24,  1834,  and  is  the  youngest  child 
born  to  Daniel  and  Caroline  (Mueller)  Grab. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  model 
schools  of  his  native  country  until  accompanj'ing 
his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  the  United 
States  in  the  j'ear  1847.  They  came  as  far  west 
as  Missouri,  and  after  spending  some  months 
in  St.  Louis,  came  to  Randolph  County,  where 
they  located  on  a  tract  of  land  near  Chester. 
When  attaining  mature  years,  he  began  farming 
on  bis  own  account,  which  has  since  been  his  life 
occupation,  and  in  wliich  he  has  been  more  than 
ordinarily  successful.  At  different  times  he  has 
cultivated  fruits,  from  which  branch  of  agriculture 
he  has  reaped  good  profits,  having  a  good  estate 
in  township  7,  range  6. 

Tiie  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
January  1,  1863,  was  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
Alfred  and  Marj'  Emmer.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  of  whom  the 
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two  living  are  Maria  and  Robert.  They  are  both 
living  at  home  and  are  being  given  the  best  pos- 
sible .idv.intages  for  obtaining  an  education.  Mrs. 
(irali  died  February  15,  1877,  and  the  following 
year  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  Clore. 
She  was  the  daughter  of  Kranklin  and  Lucile  (Ru- 
pert) Clore,  and  of  their  family  of  four  children 
only  one  is  living,  Lucile  Christina. 

In  religious  matters  our  subject  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  while  his  good  wife  is  con- 
nected with  the  Methodist  denomination.  In  pol- 
itics he  has  always  been  a  Republican,  having  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Fremont  in  1S.56.  Although  he 
has  never  been  an  office  seeker,  he  has  been  called 
upon  several  times  to  represent  his  fellow-towns- 
men in  chosen  positions,  and  at  all  times  dis- 
charged the  duties  imposed  upon  him  with  credit 
to  himself  and  good  to  the  municipality. 


^i^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  3sC  vwv^nC'  3iS 


i 


SAAC  MEREDITH.  Randolph  County  is  the 
home  of  a  goodly  number  of  men  who  have 
/i  put  forth  such  industrious  and  well  directed  ef- 
forts that  they  have  been  enabled  to  retire  from  the 
cares  and  toils  of  life  and  are  now  spending  their 
time  in  ease  and  enjoyment.  Among  this  number 
is  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  owns  a  valua- 
ble estate  of  two  thousand  acres,  but  makes  his 
home  in  the  city  of  Chester. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Perry  County,  Mo.,  No- 
vember, 1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Daniel  W.  and 
Mary  C.  (Iloggard)  Meredith,  natives  respectively 
of  Missouri  and  Virginia.  Mrs.  Meredith  is  a 
daughter  of  Austin  Iloggard,  of  Scotch  descent, 
while  on  bis  father's  side  our  subject  is  of  Welsh 
ancestry.  Daniel  W.  Meredith  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation and  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Perry 
County',  Mo.  His  father,  Isaac,  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  state,  having  located  there  before 
Missouri  was  admitted  into  the  Union. 

Of  the  parental  family,  which  consisted  of  five 
children,  all  are  living  with  one  exception.  Isaac 
W.,  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm 
in  Missouri  and  received  the  basisof  his  education 
in  the  primitive  schools  of  those  times.  Later,  after 
the  removal  of  the  family  to  this  city,  he  attended 


the  Chester  schools  and  thus  obtained  a  fair  knowl- 
edge of  men  and  tilings.  In  1865  young  Meredith 
crossed  the  Isthmus  to  California  and  spent  two 
years  in  working  on  a  farm  in  Ilalfmoon  Bay,  Santa 
Clara  County.  Returning  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  he  began  farming  in  Perry  County,  mak- 
ing a  specialty  of  stock-raising. 

In  1881  Mr.  Meredith  came  to  Chester,  where  he 
has  since  lived  a  retired  life.  His  fine  estate,  which 
is  located  in  Perry  County,  Mo.,  is  a  very  fertile 
tract  of  land,  on  which  he  has  erected  every  build- 
ing necessary  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  the  es- 
tate, and  all  of  which  are  substantial  and  well 
arranged.  In  1869  he  was  married  to  Miss  Amelia, 
daughter  of  John  and  Ann  (Hey)  "Wilkinson,  na- 
tives of  Yorkshire,  England.  Mrs.  Meredith  was 
born  in  Perry  County,  Mo.,  and  by  her  union  with 
our  subject  has  become  the  mother  of  six  children, 
four  of  whom  are  living,  namely:  John  W.,  who  is 
engaged  in  the  jewelry  business  in  Chester;  Isaac 
J.,  Daniel  W.  and  Amelia  Ann. 

While  not  an  active  politician  or  an  office  seeker, 
Mr.  Meredith  takes  pride  in  using  his  influence  for 
worthy  political  causes,  and  during  election  times 
always  casts  a  Democratic  vole.  lie  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  substantial  citizens  of  the  county 
and  has  acquired  a  considerable  amount  of  money. 
Socially  he  is  a  Mason  and  is  a  member  of  Chester 
Lodge  No.  226. 


(^ 


.,^=^[11!^^ 
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L^^HE  SPARTA  PLAIN  DEALER.  The 
fff/^^  newspaper  history  of  Randolph  County-  is 
'^^^'  checkered  and  interesting.  Here  it  was 
that  the  first  newspaper  in  the  state  was  published, 
when,  in  1814,Mathew  Duncan  established  the  Illi- 
nois Herald,  at  Kaskaskia.  At  a  very  early  date  in 
its  history,  Sparta  established  the  Jlerahl,  in  May, 
1839,  its  founder  being  James  Morrow,  who  brought 
his  printing  outfit  from  Ohio.  John  E.  Deitrich 
shortly  afterward  became  its  owner  and  changed 
the  name  to  the  Sparta  Democrat. 

In  1843  the  Z)e»!o«-af  suspended,  and  the  olfiee 
was  leased  to  O.  F.  McMillan, whochanged  the  name 
of  the  publication  to  the  Randolph  County  Record. 
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In  1847  this  ottice  was  removed  to  Chester,  111., 
and  in  1848  John  R.  Shannon  established  in 
Sparta  the  Prairie  Democrat.  This  he  continued 
until  1851.  when  the  office  was  leased  to  C.  P. 
Johnson,  afterward  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Mis- 
souri. He  named  the  paper  the  Indej>enden%  and 
continued  its  publication  until  1852,  when  it  sus- 
pended. It  was  revived  by  D.  A.  Armour,  who 
sliurtly  afterward  leased  the  paper  to  Parsons 
Perc_v,  and  that  gentleman  continued  at  its  head 
for  two  years,  when  J.  W.  Fletcher  succeeded  to 
its  man.agement  and  soon  afterward  removed  the 
office  to  Chester. 

The  next  paper  of  Sparta  was  established  in 
1862  by  the  Kotrock  Brothers,  who  continued  its 
publication  through  the  war,  when  it  was  leased  to 
W.  J.  Armour,  who  changed  the  name  to  The  Star  of 
the  West.  The  next  owner  of  the  paper  w.as  Gen.  J. 
Blaokburg  Jones,  who  became  proprietor  in  No- 
vember, 1866.  It  then  had  but  one  hundred  and 
thirty  subscribers.  General  Jones  purchased  new 
type  and  changed  the  name  to  the  Randolph 
Plain  Dealer.  The  paper  thrived  under  his  man- 
agement, and  was  the  first  in  Illinois  to  place  the 
name  of  U.  S.  Grant  before  its  readers  for  Presi- 
dent. 

General  Jones  continued  the  work  until  1868, 
when  he  sold  out  to  T.  M.  Nichel,  who  was  after- 
ward private  secretary  of  President  Garfield.  In 
April  of  the  following  year,  a  half-inte''est  was 
purchased  by  J.  D.  Watson,  and  in  1870  the  firm 
sold  to  Messrs.  Kimball  and  Taylor,  of  Belleville, 
Edward  Fagin  being  placed  in  charge  as  editor. 
In  1872  he  was  succeeded  by  Fred  L.  AUes.  In 
1873  S.  L.  Taylor,  of  Sparta,  purchased  the  paper, 
and  the  following  June  Albert  Goddard  became 
associated  with  Mr.  Taylor  in  its  management. 
He  retired,  however,  in  1874,  being  succeeded  by 
W.  B.  Taylor,  a  brother  of  his  partner. 

Tiie  Taylor  Brothers  continued  as  publishers 
until  May,  1881,  when  they  sold  out  to  George  H. 
Campbell  and  Don  E.  Deitrich.  Subsequently 
Charles  Campbell  purchased  the  latter's  interest, 
and  Campbell  Brothers  continued  as  publishers 
until  August,  1887,  when  George  II.  Campbell  be- 
came sole  owner.  He  continued  as  editor  and 
proprietor  until   1891,  when  E.  I.  Smith  bought  a 


half-interest  and  the  firm  name  of  Campbell  & 
Smith  was  assumed.  These  gentlemen  are  its  pres- 
ent owners  and  publishers.  Aside  from  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  one  of  the  oldest  pajiers  in  the 
state,  the  Plain  Dealer  has  one  of  the  finest 
equipped  steam  printing  offices  in  southern  Illi- 
nois. Its  owners  are  both  practical  newspaper 
men,  and  under  tiieir  management  the  paper  en- 
joys a  large  circulation.  The  Plain  Dealei-  is  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  representative  and  leading 
newspapers  in  southern  Illinois. 


C-7 •    ^^IIIJ!!^' 
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■^\  ICHAEL  SHEA.  This  gentleman,  who  is 
of  Irish  birth,  has  been  a  resident  of  Ran- 
dolph Count}'  since  1850  and  has  contrib- 
uted to  the  development  of  township  5, 
range  9,  and  the  attainment  of  its  present  high 
standing  among  the  agricultural  districts  of  the 
state.  In  his  efforts  to  secure  a  good  home  he  has 
been  successful,  having  accomplished  his  purpose 
by  strict  attention  to  business  and  thorough  re- 
sponsibility in  every  undertaking.  He  owns  and 
occupies  a  good  estate  of  seventy-four  acres,  lo- 
cated three  and  one-half  miles  northeast  of  Prairie 
du  Rocher.  The  entire  work  of  clearing  and  im- 
proving the  property  has  been  done  by  himself. 
The  house,  barn  and  other  buildings  are  substantial, 
conveniently  located  and  sufficiently  adequate  for 
their  various  purposes. 

Ik)rn  in  County  Kilkenny,  Ireland,  October  10, 
1826,  our  subject  is  the  son  of  Richard  and  Jo- 
hanna (Murphy)  Shea,  also  natives  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  where  they  lived  and  died.  Michael  had 
three  brothers  and  one  sister,  and  he  was  the  eld- 
est-born. He  was  reared  and  educated  in  liis  na- 
tive land,  supplementing  the  knowledge  gained  in 
the  common  schools  by  a  two  3'eais'  course  at  the 
national  school,  and  when  coming  to  America,  in 
his  twenty-fourth  j'ear,  had  fitted  himself  to  oc- 
cupy a  position  as  book-keeper. 

When  landing  in  the  New  World,  Mr.  Shea  made 
his  way  to  Illinois,  and  in  this  county  embarked 
in  farm  work.  At  the  expiration  of  four  years, 
having  saved  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  enable 
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him  to  do  so,  he  purchased  seventy-four  acres  of 

school  land,  and  at  tlie  s-anie  time  sent  enough 
money  to  Ireland  to  pay  the  passage  of  two  broth- 
ers who  were  coming  to  America,  lie  cleared  his 
land  at  odd  limes,  and  deserves  a  great  deal  of 
credit  for  its  present  finely  ini|)roved  condition. 

In  February,  1854.  Mr.  Shea  married  Miss  Mary, 
daugiiler  of  .lohn  and  Catherine  (Conner)  Aharn, 
natives  of  Ireland.  Mrs.  Shea  was  likewise  a  na- 
tive of  Ireland,  and  liecame  the  mother  of  a  family 
of  ten  children,  viz.:  Julia,  now  the  wife  of  William 
Mudd;  Margaret,  John,  Cacilla,  Ileniy,  Sarah, 
Eliza,  Anna,  Rose  and  Willie.  In  religious  views 
our  subject  and  his  family  are  Catholics,  and  in 
politics  he  is  a  prominent  Democrat.  He  is  well 
known  and  respected  throughout  the  county,  as 
his  industrious  and  upright  life  merits. 


=*+*+**+-frE 


^f  OHN  STOEHR,  familiarly  known  as"Squire" 
Stoehr,  is  numbered  among  the  honored 
pioneer  settlers  of  Randolph  County.  He 
/  was  born  in  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemberg, 
German}-,  in  1825,  and  is  the  elder  of  two  chil- 
dren, whose  parents  were  John  and  Magdelene 
(Lingle)  Stoehr.  They  were  both  born  and  reared 
in  the  kingdom  of  Wurtemberg,  and  the  mother 
there  died.  The  father  afterward  married  Chris- 
tina Brown,  and  about  1834  crossed  the  Atlantic 
and  took  up  his  residence  near  Dayton,  Ohio, 
where  his  death  occurred  some  four  years  later. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  went  to  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  serv- 
ing a  three  years' apprenticeship.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  jicriod  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  in  1843 
located  in  Monroe  County,  where  he  followed 
farming  in  connection  with  carpentering  for  sev- 
eral years.  Two  years  after  his  arrival  in  that 
county  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Magdelena, 
widow  of  John  Stuhlfauth,  and  a  daughter  of 
Jacob  Ralin.  Upon  the  farm  they  began  their 
domestic  life,  and  there  Mr.  Stoehr  carried  on  his 
work  until  the  spring  of  1857,  when  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Red  Bud.  Here  he  embarked 
in  the  brewing  business,  but  soon  sold  out.  In 
1860  he  was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and 
with  the  exception  of  four  years  fiUecJ  th?  olDce 
IS 


continuously  until  1893,  when  he  resigned.  His 
reputation  as  a  Justice  was  unsullied  through  all 
the  long  years  in  which  he  filled  the  position,  and 
no  iiigher  testimonial  could  be  given  of  his  effi- 
ciency than  his  repeated  re-elections.  In  his  busi- 
ness career  he  has  met  with  success,  and  as  the 
years  have  passed  he  has  made  judicious  investments 
in  real  estate,  until  he  now  owns  three  thousand 
acres  of  well  improved  land,  wliicli  yields  to  him  a 
handsome  income. 

By  his  first  marriage  Mr.  Stoehr  had  one  daugh- 
ter, Catherine.  The  mother  died  in  the  spring  of 
1881,  and  he  afterward  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Rabe,  widow  of  Fred  Rabe.  Previous  to  her  union 
with  Mr.  Rabe,  Mrs.  Stoehr  married  William  II. 
Dickmann,  b}'  whom  she  had  four  children:  .\nnie, 
wife  of  Otto  Platte;  Emma;  William  IL,  who  resides 
on  the  old  homestead;  and  Louisa,  wife  of  Ernest 
Kastrup.  The  children  of  her  second  marriage 
are,  Maggie,  wife  of  O.  Ilelber;  Louis  and  Lillie. 

Daring  the  late  war,  Mr.  Stoehr  ofifered  his  serv- 
ices to  the  Government,  but  as  his  e^'esight  was 
not  perfect  he  was  not  accepted.  The  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party  ever  find  in 
him  a  stalwart  supporter,  ready  to  advance  their 
interests,  and  he  is  recognized  as  a  leader  in  local 
politics.  He  served  as  delegate  to  the  county  and 
state  conventions  of  his  part}-,  and  was  a  delegate 
to  the  national  convention  which  convened  in 
Baltimore  and  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln  for 
the  presidency.  For  fifteen  3'ears  he  filled  the 
office  of  School  Trustee  of  his  township,  and  has 
ever  been  a  zealous  friend  of  the  cause  of  educa- 
tion. An  industrious  man,  his  success  has  come 
to  him  through  close  attention  to  business  and 
well  directed  efforts.  He  landed  in  Illinois  a  poor 
boy,  but  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  from 
an  humble  position  to  one  of  affluence.  He  makes 
many  friends  and  no  enemies,  and  throughout  the 
community  in  which  he  has  so  long  resided  is  held 
in  the  highest  regard. 

^  EVI  E.  BARNES.  Tliis  gentleman,  who  is 
I  (^  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of  Rock- 
Jl^^  wood,  besides  conducting  a  fine  farm  of 
ninet^'-nine  acres  adjoining  the  village,  is  engaged 
in  contracting  and  building,  in  company  with  his 
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son  Albert.  He  is  a  native  of  this  counti",  and 
was  born  about  four  miles  northeast  of  Chester, 
March  .31,  1837.  lie  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  S. 
and  aiaroia  Auiillia  (Tilden)  Barnes,  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  Vermont,  respectively'.  The 
father  was  a  son  of  William  and  Maria  Barnes,  was 
born  March  18,  1807,  and  came  to  this  county  direct 
from  North  Carolina  in  1829.  After  his  marriage 
he  purchased  land  near  Chester,  where  our  subject 
was  born.  Later,  the  elder  Mr.  Barnes  sold  his 
property  and  purcliased  another  tract  about  seven 
miles  from  Chester  After  residing  there  for  some 
time  he  disposed  of  that  place  and  bought  a  forty- 
acre  tract  in  township  7,  range  6,  which  he  after- 
ward disposed  of,  and  locating  near  Chester,  there 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
September  17,  1872. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  the  daugh- 
ter of  Stephen  B.  and  Bethia  Tilrlen,  was  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Vt.,  February  4,  1811.  Her  par- 
ents emigrated  to  Chester  in  a  very  early  day, 
when  it  was  known  as  Smith's  Landing,  and  Illi- 
nois was  stiU  a  territory.  She  continued  to  make 
this  county  her  home  until  her  death,  which  oc- 
curred at  Poland  Station  June  14,  1852. 

The  parental  family  included  five  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth. 
His  childhood  days  were  spent  mostly  on  the  home 
farm,  where  he  attended  the  subscription  schools. 
When  attaining  his  eighteenth  3-ear,  Levi  left 
home,  and  going  down  into  the  Cherokee  Nation, 
attended  a  subscription  school  there  for  twenty 
days,  during  whi<^h  time  he  learned  to  write,  a 
branch  of  his  education  which  had  been  neglected 
in  his  previous  school  experience.  After  remain- 
ing a  j'ear  among  the  red  men,  our  subject  returned 
to  the  bounds  of  civilization,  working  one  year  in 
Perry  County,  Mo.,  after  which  he  boarded  a  ves- 
sel at  Rockwood,  bound  for  Montrose,  Iowa.  In 
that  region  he  remained  three  months,  being  oc- 
cupied in  burning  brick.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  started  for  the  south.  He  si)ent  that  winter  in 
Council  Bend,  Ark.,  where  he  worked  through  the 
winter  in  the  Cyprus  brakes,  and  in  the  spring  re- 
turning to  Rockwood,  employed  his  time  in  work- 
ing near  the  village  until  late  in  tlie  fall,  when  he 
again  left  for  the  south,  going  to  Pemiscot  Coun- 


ty', Mo.,  where  he  was  working  at  the  time  of  Lin- 
coln's first  election.  He  well  renienihers  that  pe- 
riod, as  it  was  as  much  as  his  life  was  worth  to 
speak  nortliern  sentiments.  Later,  young  Barnes 
went  further  south,  to  Commerce,  Miss.,  remaining 
there  until  late  in  the  spring,  after  Mississii)pi  had 
seceded.  So  bitter  was  the  feeling  against  Yankees 
that  he  had  to  deny  his  being  from  Illinois,  claim- 
ing Missouri  as  his  home.  Returning  north,  he 
discovered  when  at  Memphis  that  he  was  in  jjos- 
session  of  South  Carolina  State  Bank  money,  which 
he  had  to  discount  at  twenty  per  cent.  This  he 
was  very  glad  to  do,  as  it  was  utterly  worthless 
further  north. 

On  his  return  to  Rockwood,  our  subject  went 
to  work  on  a  farm,  where  he  continued  until  Jan- 
uary-, 1862,  at  which  time  be  went  into  Missouri, 
where  he  was  made  overseer  of  the  plantation  be- 
longing to  James  Preston.  Here  he  remained  un- 
til July  28  of  that  year,  and  while  there  heard 
the  Emancipation  Proclamation  announced.  Mr. 
Barnes,  desiring  to  take  up  arms,  enlisted  in  three 
different  regiments,  but  was  as  many  tiiiics  rejected, 
owing  to  the  loss  of  one  eye. 

September  4,  1862,  Mr.  Barnes,  of  this  sketch, 
was  married  to  Miss  Melvina,  daughter  of  Robert 
and  Lovisa  (Miller)  Moore,  the  former  a  native  of 
Tennessee,  and  the  latter  of  Kentuck3-.  Robert 
Moore  was  born  June  26,  1796,  and  died  June  8, 
1879.  His  good  wife,  who  was  born  January  23, 
1806,  is  now  deceased,  having  re.ached  her  eight^-- 
ninth  year.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  L.  E.  Barnes  were 
born  eight  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased  but 
U.  S.  Grant,  Albert  H.  and  Hattie  A.  The  others 
were:  Calvin  11.,  Marion  E.,  Lovisa  C,  Maria  A. 
and  Amanda  C. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  our  subject  moved  to 
Fountain  Bluff,  Jackson  County,  this  state,  where 
he  engaged  in  farming.  For  five  ^ears  he  served 
as  Justice  of  tiie  Peace,  and  three  years  as  School 
Treasurer.  After  seven  years'  residence  in  J.ackson 
County,  he  came  to  Rockwood,  where  he  purchased 
property-  and  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
He  is  an  expert  carpenter,  and  in  company-  with 
his  son  Albert  turns  out  some  of  the  finest  work  of 
this  kind  in  the  county.  He  has  served  eight  years 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  of  Rockwood,  and   is  the 
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present  Notary  Public.  Mr.  Barnes  is  a  Republican 
in  politics,  and  is  a  local  leader  in  his  party.  In  ad- 
dition to  liis  farm  already  spoken  of,  lie  owns  sev- 
enteen k)ts  in  Rockwood,  and  is  looked  upon  as 
one  of  the  well-to-do  men  of  the  locality'. 


\>-^<l 


^OllN  D.  GERLACII.  Even  in  the  west, 
where  many  prominent  positions  are  occu- 
pied by  young  men,  there  are  few  so  well 
situated,  or  who  liave  displaced  so  much 
energy  and  judgment  in  business  affairs  as  the  gen- 
tleman whose  personal  history  is  briefly  outlined 
in  tiiese  columns.  As  Cashier  of  the  First  Na- 
tional Bank  of  Chester,  he  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  one  of  the  solid  financial  institutions 
of  the  county;  as  a  citizen,  he  has  ever  been  pro- 
gressive and  liberal  spirited,  contributing  his  quota 
to  the  advancement  of  ever}'  material  interest  of 
the  community.  Now  in  the  prime  of  life,  having 
bravely  faced  adversity  and  poverty,  and  having 
by  shrewd  business  man.agement  risen  above  their 
immediate  iiitluence,  he  has  before  him  every  pros- 
pect of  the  full  fruition  of  the  hopes  cherished  by 
himself  and  his  many  friends. 

A  native  of  Randolph  County,  our  subject  was 
born  four  miles  west  of  Sparta  April  24,  1858. 
His  father,  Daniel  Gerlach,  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  now  resides  at  the  old  homestead  near  .Sparta. 
The  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine 
Baum,  and  was  born  in  Belleville,  111.,  being  a 
daughter  of  John  Baum.  In  the  parental  family' 
there  were  seven  children,  the  eldest  of  whom, 
Jolin  D.,  spent  the  years  of  boyhood  and  youth  at 
the  home  place,  aiding  in  the  work  of  blacksmith- 
ing.  and  spending  his  leisuie  hours  at  the  district 
schools.  Later  he  entered  the  Sparta  High  School, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1875.  He  then 
became  a  student  in  Bryant  A:  Slratton's  Commer- 
cial College  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  was  laid  the 
foundation   of  his  extensive   business  knowledge. 

When  his  father  was  elected  Sheriff  of  Randolph 
County,  our  subject  became  his  depul3',and  served 
in  that  ca))acity  for  four  years,  and  in  1880  was 
elected  upon  the  Republican  ticket  as  Sheriff  of 
the  county,  serving  in  that  position  for  two  years. 


In  1883  he  was  chosen  a  Committee  Clerk  in  the 
State  .Senate,  and  was  elected  Assistant  Secretary 
of  the  .Senate  in  1885.  Later  he  became  Assistant 
Secretary  of  the  Railroad  Committee  of  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization,  and  in  August  of  1886  was 
tendered  the  position  of  Secretary  of  the  commit- 
tee, an  honor  richly  merited. 

Embarking  in  the  insurance  business  in  October, 
1885,  I\Ir.  Gerlach  was  thus  engaged  until  Decem- 
ber, 1889,  when  he  organized  the  Bank  of  Chester. 
On  the  Isl  of  .January,  1890,  he  formed  his  present 
connection  with  the  First  National  Bank,  of  which 
he  and  the  President,  M.  C.  Crissey,  are  the  heads. 
In  addition  to  his  work  .as  Cashier,  he  is  Vice- 
President  and  General  Manager  of  tlie  Chester 
Light,  Water  and  Ice  Company,  of  which  he  was 
the  organizer.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Chester 
Lodge  No.  72,  A.  F.  &.  A.  M.,  Harmon  G.  Reynolds 
Chapter  No.  84,  R.  A.  M.,  Randolph  Council  No. 
44,  and  Hercules  Lodge  No.  218,  K.  P. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Gerlach,  occurring  in 
1880,  united  him  with  Miss  Catherine  Dauer,  the 
daughter  of  John  Dauer,  of  Randolph  County. 
After  her  death,  Mr.  Gerlach  was  again  married, 
choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Mar}'  P.  Neville,  of  Ches- 
ter, 111.,  the  daughter  of  Capt.  Harvey  Neville. 
Their  marriage  took  place  .Tanuary  9,  1884,  and 
they  have  established  a  cozy  home  in  Chester,  into 
which  the}'  hospitably  welcome  and  pleasantly  en- 
tertain their  hosts  of  personal  friends. 


^^l@^@j^.|^^- 


ALVIN  A.  MANN,  M.  D.  The  city  of 
Chester  is  not  without  her  share  of  mem- 
bers of  the  learned  professions,  who  are  a 
credit  to  the  pursuit  they  have  chosen  and  to  the 
town  itself.  Among  those  who  have  taken  up  the 
calling  of  a  medical  practitioner  is  Dr.  Mann,  who 
devotes  himself  assiduously  to  his  practice  and 
the  scientific  investigations  which  will  enhance 
his  professional  knowledge  and  skill.  He  is  well 
established  in  reputation  as  a  pli3sician  and  is 
recognized  as  among  the  able  practitioners  of 
this  section. 

Before  outlining  the  life  history  of  our  subject, 
it  ma^'  be  well  to   make  ft  brief  record  regarding 
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his  parents.  His  father,  John  Mann,  was  born 
February  1,  1796,  in  South  Carolina,  and  removed 
when  quite  young  to  Kentucky,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood.  On  the  outbreak  of  tlie  War  of  1812 
he  enlisted  his  services,  and  fought  at  New  Or- 
leans under  Gen.  .Tackson.  Ilis  fatiier,  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  bore  the  name  of  Robert 
Mann.  He  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  and 
of  Scotch-Irish  extraction.  He  married  Miss  Mary 
Huston,  a  relative  of  Governor  Huston,  of  Texas. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage on  the  4Ui  of  July,  1815,  to  AlbinaB.  Balch, 
the  daughter  of  the  Rev.  James  Balch,  the  first 
Presbyterian  minister  to  ever  preach  a  sermon 
in  Indiana.  The  parents  were  married  while  re- 
siding in  Kentucky,  whence  he  moved  to  Indiana, 
and  in  1827  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  the  town 
of  Preston,  four  miles  east  of  Kaskaskia.  There 
he  made  his  home  until  his  decease,  March  7, 
1881.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  East  Tennessee  November  25,  1797,  and 
was  married  to  John  Mann  July  4,  1815.  She 
is  also  deceased,  her  death  having  occurred  No- 
vember 17,  1882.  They  reared  a  family  of  nine 
children,  and  two  died  in  infancy.  Those  liv- 
ing bear  the  respective  names  of  William  H.,  John 
P.,  Robert  C,  Capt.  James  F.,  Aibina,  Jonathan 
B.,  Rev.  Alfred  M.,  Calvin  A.  (our  subject)  and 
Mary  J.  Alfred  M.  is  pastor  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church  at  Osawatomie,  Miami  County,  Kan.  At 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  the  Manu  fam- 
ily was  loyal  to  the  Union  cause,  and  Dr.  Mann 
and  four  of  his  brothers  enlisted  in  tlie  army  and 
served  their  country  faithfully  until  the  close  of 
the  Rebellion. 

Our  subject  entered  the  common  schools,  and 
further  advanced  his  knowledge  by  attendance 
at  the  Chester  schools.  Having  decided  to  fol- 
low the  medical  profession,  he  began  reading  un- 
der the  tutelage  of  Dr.  Roe.  Later  entering 
the  St.  Louis  Medical  College,  he  carried  on  his 
studies  until  lie  was  graduated  In  1858.  Dr. 
Mann  then  engaged  in  the  active  practice  of 
his  profession,  being  thus  employed  until  1876, 
when  lie  took  a  course  of  study  at  the  Jefiferson 
Medical  College  at  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Mann  and  Miss  Emily  C.  Young  were  united 


in  marriage  March  10,  1859.  The  lady  was 
the  daughter  of  .lohn  Young,  and  was  liorn  in 
Chester.  They  have  been  blessed  with  a  family 
of  four  children,  namely:  Walter  H.,  Euiiiy  A., 
Coi  neilus  A.  and  Mar}'  A.  Cornelius  has  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  father,  and  is  a  practicing 
physician,  being  a  graduate  of  the  St.  Louis  Med- 
ical College.  Politically,  our  subject  is,  and  al- 
ways has  been,  an  earnest  and  stanch  Hepulillcan. 
having  cast  his  first  vote  for  John  C.  FreiiKnit  in 
1856.  Socially,  he  Is  an  honorary  meiiUuM-  and 
ex-Presideut  of  the  Southeastern  Missouri  Medical 
Association,  and  also  holds  memherslilp  with  and 
has  occupied  the  same  office  \n  the  Southern  Illinois 
Medical  Association.  He  is  an  ambitious  and  wide- 
awake nian  and  has  contributed  several  articles  of 
value  to  the  profession,  which  have  been  pub- 
lished in  the  leading  medical  journals.  The 
Doctor  and  his  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Chester,  In  whicli 
the}'  have  been  zealous  and  active  workers,  and 
in  which  Dr.  Mann  is  an  Elder. 


OC^^♦♦^i^^i•^^••^•^^^4^♦•^^^i•^5^^^^^5^•^••^^5••^^^•»•^^^•!X> 

'Tr^i  OBERT  GANT,  a  respected  and  prospeious 
jjLji7  farmer  of  township  7,  range  6,  Randolph 
t4i\y  Count}-,  was  born  November  1,  1832,  in 
\>^  this  county,  and  has  here  made  his  home 
all  his  life.  Ills  father,  Thomas  Gant,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Nelson  County,  Ky.,  and  lived  in  the  Blue 
Grass  State  until  1831,  when  he  came  to  tiiis 
county  and  engaged  in  farming,  which  vocation 
lie  followed  until  his  death,  which  occurred  In 
April,  1875.  Tlie  grandfather  of  our  subject 
bore  the  name  of  William  Gant.  He  was  of  Eng- 
lish birth,  but  came  to  tlie  United  States  and  lo- 
cated in  Kentucky  about  the  year  1795.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  country  to  Miss  Jane  Holt. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  name  of 
Eliza  Hathaway.  Her  parents  came  from  Wales 
and  settled  in  Kentucky,  where  she  was  born  and 
reared.  She  w.as  called  from  this  life  In  April, 
1834,  when  Robert  was  but  a  year  and  a-half  old. 
His  father  was  again  married,  taking  Mrs.  Parthena 
(Williamson)  Uhls  as  his  wife.  The  lady  was  born 
in  North  Carolina,  i}^%  was  residing  in   Randolph 
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County  at  the  time  of   her    marriage,  and  by  her 

union  willi  the  father  (if  our  subject  became  tiie 
mother  of  two  (.'hihlieu,  oul^'  one  of  whom  is 
living.  He  bears  the  name  of  Tliomas,  and  is  now 
United  States  Gauger,  with  lieadquarters  at  Belle- 
ville. 

Our  subject  is  one  in  a  family-  of  live  children 
born  to  his  mother,  only  two  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
inir,  Robert  and  Spicy-  The  latter  married  Will- 
iam Gant  and  makes  her  home  in  this  county. 
Robert  had  the  advantages  of  a  tliicc  mcinths' 
subscription  school  for  a  few  years  wlien  he  was 
quite  young,  but,  being  of  a  studious  turn  of 
mind,  lie  improved  his  spare  moments  and  has  be- 
come one  of  the  well  posted  men  of  his  section. 
He  aided  his  father  on  the  home  farm  until  rcach- 
inghis  majority,  when  for  llie  next  four  years  he 
received  a  small  compensation  for  his  labors.  He 
tlieu  began  on  his  own  account,  and  has  added 
to  his  first  small  purchase  until  he  is  now  the 
happy  possessor  of  eight  hundred  broad  and  fer- 
tile acres.  As  a  farmer,  he  displajs  excellent 
judgme!it  in  the  rotation  of  crops,  fertilization  of 
the  soil  and  cultivation  of  the  land,  and,  as  a  re- 
sult of  his  efforts,  he  has  gained  prosperity.  In 
addition  to  raising  the  cereals,  Mr.  Gant  keejis  a 
fine  grade  of  stock  on  his  place,  which  is  now  one 
of  the  most  attractive  in  the  township. 

The  marriage  of  Robert  Gant  and  Miss  Cather- 
ine Harmon  was  sr)leninized  .June  10,  1858.  Mrs. 
Gant  is  a  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Ann  (Pillars) 
Harmon,  residents  of  Randolph  County.  The  fol- 
lowing children  have  been  born  of  this  union: 
S.  E.  Gant,  a  practicing  physician  in  California; 
Florence,  the  wife  of  G.  B.  Allison,  Postmaster  of 
Chester;  Emily,  who  married  (ieorge  Pinkerton, 
and  is  now  uiaking  her  home  in  Chicago;  and 
Ellen,  Thomas  A.,  Anna  E.,  Robert  L..  Laura,  May 
and  Katie  Alice,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  with 
their  parents.  Ro3'  Holt,  the  youngest  child,  died 
when  but  three  years  old. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gant  are  consistent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Church,  in  which  the  former  is 
Trustee.  Socially,  be  is  connected  with  Lodge 
No.  72,  .'V.  F.  ife  A.  M.,  of  Chester.  In  his  political 
afliliations  Mr.  Gant  is  a  stjilwart  Republican,  but 
has  never  been  desirous  of  office,  although  in  1887 


he  was  elected  County  Commissioner,  and  has 
filled  the  position  with  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stituents as  well  as  with  credit  to  himself.  His 
term  of  olfice  was  three  years,  and  during  one 
year  of  that  time  he  was  Chairman  of  that  body. 
William  Ilarnion,  a  nephew  of  Jlrs.  (iant,  whose 
parents  died  when  he  was  but  three  months  old,  is 
now  included    in  the  family  circle  of   our   subject. 


AIS'IEL  I).\WS()>,',a  prominent  and  highly 
jj  respected  citizen  of  Percy,  who  for  sev- 
eral years  has  been  proniineiit  in  business 
circles  in  this  place,  wlieie  ho  is  engaged 
in  general  merchandising,  was  born  in  NewCaslle- 
upon-Tyne,  England,  on  the  21st  of  May,  1824, 
and  is  the  third  child  of  Edward  and  Ann 
(Rodam)  Dawson,  who  were  also  natives  of  Eng- 
land, and  there  spent  their  entire  lives. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attendi'd  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  land  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  entered  the  mines,  where  he  was 
employed  until  twenty  years  of  age.  During  that 
time  he  regularly"  attended  night  school,  for  he 
wished  to  acquire  a  good  education  and  make 
himself  a  well  informed  man.  He  lived  in  Eng- 
land when  there  was  nothing  but  wooden  rail- 
roads in  that  country,  and  he  saw  what  was  called 
the  "Pufling  Billy,"  the  fir.^t  engine  that  drew  a 
car-load  of  coal  in  Great  Britain.  He  also  heard 
the  funeral  sermon  of  George  IV.,  and  saw  Lady 
Byron's  maid  who  caused  tlie  separation  of  Lord 
and  Lady  Byron. 

In  1852  Mr.  Dawson  bade  adieu  to  his  old  home 
and  friends  and  sailed  for  America,  landing  in 
New  York  on  the  22d  of  September.  He  first  lo- 
cated in  Cannelton,  Ind.,  where  he  remained  for  a 
few  months,  and  tlien  removed  to  Hawesville,  Ky., 
where  he  worked  for  a  year  and  a-half.  His  next 
place  of  residence  was  in  Maryland,  where  he  was 
employed  for  eight  months,  after  which  he  went 
to  Arkansas,  spending  two  years  in  that  state. 
Returning  to  the  north,  he  located  at  Saline 
Mines,  near  Sliawncetown,  III.,  in  185(),  and  began 
work  in  the  mines,  where  he  continued  his  labors 
until    1872,    when    he    went    to  Du  Quoin,  Perry 
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County.  Four  3'ear8  later  we  find  him  in  Carap- 
bell  Hill,  111.,  where  he  made  his  home  from  1877 
until  1892.  That  year  witnessed  his  arrival  in 
Percy,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  here  estab- 
lished a  general  merchandise  store,  which  he  j'et 
conducts,  doing  a  good  business  in  that  line.  He 
is  now  well  advanced  in  3'ears,  but  is  still  quite 
active,  and  ably  manages  his  business  interests. 

Mr.  Dawson  has  one  son,  who  is  engaged  in  rail- 
roading in  the  employ  of  the  Cotton  Belt  Rail- 
road Company.  Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  his  ))olitical  views  he 
was  in  early  life  a  stanch  Abolitionist.  When  the 
Republican  party  was  formed  to  prevent  the  further 
extension  of  slavery,  he  joined  its  ranks,  and  has 
since  been  one  of  its  stanch  supporters.  He  warmly 
advocates  its  principles  and  does  all  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  growth  and  insure  the  success  of 
the  party.  During  the  administrations  of  Presi- 
dents Garfield  and  Arthur  he  filled  the  position  of 
Postmaster  of  Campbell  Hill,  and  has  also  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  came  to  America  in 
the  hope  of  bettering  his  financial  condition,  and 
his  hope  has  certainly  been  realized.  Although 
his  life  has  been  one  of  labor,  he  has  secured  a 
comfortable  home  and  has  acquired  a  competence. 


^f 


{H 


\^ 


(i^^HOMAS  E.  BAKER,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  in  Percy,  is  a  popular  and 
agreeable  host,  and  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  this  place.  He  was  born  in  Cape  Girardeau, 
Mo.,  on  the  9th  of  March,  1844,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  K.  and  Sarah  E.  (Leggct)  Baker.  The  par- 
ents were  both  natives  of  German}-,  were  reared 
and  married  in  that  country,  and  in  1843  crossed 
the  broad  Atlantic  to  America,  locating  in  Cape 
Girardeau,  Mo.  Mr.  Baker  was  a  wagon-maker  by 
trade  and  followed  that  pursuit  for  a  number  of 
}-ears.  He  became  an  honored  and  influential  cit- 
izen of  the  community  in  which  he  made  his 
home, and  was  elected  to  various  official  positions. 
He  held  the  office  of  Circuit  Clerk,  was  afterwards 
elected  County  Clerk,  and  filled  those  two  offices  al- 
ternatel}'  during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His  fre- 
quent re-elections  indicated  the  prompt  and  faith- 


ful manner  in  which  he  discharged  his  duties  and 
the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  boyhood  da3's  amidst 
play  and  work.  He  attended  school  in  his  native 
town  until  a  youth  of  fourteen  years,  when  he  en- 
tered the  employ  of  a  cabinet-maker  .and  served  a 
full  apprenticeship  to  that  trade.  When  he  had 
thoroughly  mastered  the  business,  he  left  Cape 
Girardeau  for  the  south  and  traveled  through 
Missouri,  Arkansas,  Alabama  and  Mississippi  in 
the  employ  of  the  Thompson  Pill  Company. 
Shortly  after  his  return  to  Missouri  he  removed  to 
Steeleville,  111.  This  was  in  May,  1869.  He  began 
working  in  the  mines  at  that  place  and  there  made 
his  home  for  a  period  of  seven  years,  when  he  em- 
barked in  stock  dealing,  which  business  he  followed 
until  his  removal  to  Percy  in  1885. 

Some  j'ears  previous,  in  1873,  Mr.  Baker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  E.,  daughter  of 
Henry  Rur}-,  a  native  of  Germany,  who  emigrated 
to  this  countr}-  and  is  now  living  in  Perc^'.  By 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  have  been 
born  six  children,  and  the  family  circle  yet  re- 
mains unbroken.  In  order  of  birth  they  are  as 
follow:  Theresa,  Mattie  J.,  James  H.,  Mollie  J., 
Jennie  J.  and  Samuel  R.  The  mother  of  this 
family  was  called  to  the  home  bej-ond  in  August, 
1891,  and  on  the  21st  of  October,  1892,  Mr.  Baker 
was  again  married,  his  second  union  being  with 
Miss  L^dia  Boston,  of  Campbell  Hill,  111.,  and  a 
daughter  of  James  W.  and  Jane  (Wylie)  Roston. 
The  father's  family-  was  from  Kentucky,  and  her 
mother's  came  from  the  Emerald  Isle. 

On  coming  to  Percy  in  1885,  Mr.  Baker  em- 
barked in  the  hotel  business,  which  he  has  followed 
continuousl}'  since.  He  has  been  very  successful 
in  his  undertakings,  and  from  the  public  receives  a 
ver}-  liberal  patronage.  His  hotel  is  complete  in 
its  appointments,  being  well  furnished  and  sup- 
plied with  all  modern  conveniences.  The  proprie- 
tor IS  a  pleasant,  genial  man  and  therefore  a  pop- 
ular host.  He  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  w^ithout  capital  or  the  aid  of  influ- 
ential friends,  and  has  steadily  worked  his  way 
upward,  overcoming  the  difficulties  in  his  path, 
until  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  substantial 
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citizens  of  Ihc  community'.  Socially  lie  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Alma  Lodge  No.  41)7,  A.  K.  \'  A.  M.,  of 
SteeleviUe,  and  polilioally  i-*  a  Hepuhlican.  He  has 
held  many  township  ollicos,  and  at  present  is  ac- 
ceptably tilling  the  pt>sition  of  Treasurer  of  Pcicy. 


^>-^<m^-^- 


^l  DAM  RISSELL.  It  is  a  well  established 
(@10l  fact  that  a  man,  if  possessed  of  natural  abil- 
(i  ity  and  energj',  can  accomplish  almost  any 
given  purpose  in  life,  and  such  is  the 
case  with  our  subject,  who  is  a  practicing  attorney 
at  Coultcrville.  Here  he  has  followed  his  pro- 
fession since  1874,  and,  in  addition  to  the  man- 
agement of  an  extensive  legal  practice,  he  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  the  growth  and  prog- 
ress of  the  town. 

Alexander  and  Margaret  (Anderson)  Russell, 
the  parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
wheie  the  former  was  born  in  County  Donegal 
in  1805,  and  the  latter  in  Count}'  Derry,  October 
28,  1812.  Accompanied  by  his  parents,  thc}'  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1831,  and  were 
married  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  four  years  later. 
Thence  they  came  to  Illinois  and  settled  upon  the 
old  Rusf^ell  homestead,  which  is  located  one  and 
a-half  miles  south  of  this  village.  At  that  time 
the  land  was  in  its  primitive  wildness,  and  there 
were  only  three  oilier  houses  for  miles  around. 
Upon  the  farm  which  they  developed  from  the 
wilderness  they  continued  to  reside  until  1870, 
when  the  father  died.  Mrs.  Russell  is  still  living, 
and  makes  her  home  in  Coultcrville.  The  father 
was  a  man  who  made  friends  wherever  he  went, 
and  contributed  to  the  general  welfare  of  the 
community,  where  he  was  held  in  high  esteem. 
In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Republican.  The  pa- 
ternal grand|)arcnts  of  our  subject,  Adam  and 
Elizabeth  Russell,  after  emigrating  from  Ireland, 
made  their  home  with  the  father  of  our  subject, 
residing  with  him  (ju  the  ohl  liomestead  until  tlieir 
decease. 

Adam  Russell  was  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
III  a  family  of  seven  children,  and  was  born  in 
1842  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  now  owns. 
His  advantages  for  obtaining  an  education   were 


quite  limited.     At  the  age  of   seventeen   years  he 

went  to  S|)urta,  and  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  harness-maker,  which  occupation  he 
followed  until  1874.  Deciding  to  follow  the  pro- 
fession of  a  lawyer,  he  read  the  necessary  books 
at  night  after  his  day's  work  was  done,  and  on 
completing  his  legal  studies  he  opened  an  office, 
and  now  has  a  good  clientage. 

In  1866  Mr.  Russell  and  Miss  Martha  S.  Wil- 
son, a  native  of  this  county  and  the  daughter  of 
Peter  C.  and  Mary  .1.  (Da^-)  Wilson,  were  united 
in  marriage.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Russell  were 
early  settlers  in  RaiHloli)h  County,  and  the  father 
died  in  18!I2.  In  his  political  relations  Mr.  Russell 
IS  a  firm  believer  in  Republican  principles,  and  in 
1890  ran  for  the  office  of  Counly  .Judge.  He  is 
ahva3S  interested  in  tlie  welfare  (if  his  coininunity, 
and  has  delivered  addresses  at  the  various  con- 
ventions and  public  gatherings  in  the  county. 


»!■>>>  '»   '      >^ 
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x^APT.  WILLIAM  C.  POSTAL.  Among 
those  men  who  have  commenced  at  the  bot- 
tom round  of  the  ladder  of  fortune  and  by 
dint  of  natural  abilit}'  and  perseverance  have 
worked  their  way  up  to  the  top,  we  find  William 
C.  Postal.  To  such  men  the  country  is  indebted 
for  the  excellent  example  set  the  youth  of  the 
land,  as  well  .as  the  good  results  they  have  accom- 
plished in  the  communities  where  they  have  re- 
sided. Our  subject  is  one  of  the  prominent  busi- 
ness men  of  Chester,  where  he  carries  on  a  thriving 
business  as  a  coal  merchant,  dealing  in  all  kinds 
of  hard  and  soft  coal. 

Mr.  Postal's  birth  occurred  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
October  4,  1825,  and  he  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Lima  (Cartel)  Postal.  The  father,  who  is  also  a 
native  of  the  Empire  State,  was  the  son  of  William 
Postal,  Sr.  He  was  a  pruininent  builder  and  lum- 
ber dealer  in  New  York,  and  on  his  removal  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  1831,  there  made  his  home  until 
1838,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Jefferson  City, 
that  state.  In  1842,  however,  he  went  with  his 
family  to  .St.  .Joseph,  and  four  years  later  returned 
to  St.  Louis,  making  it  his  home  until  1863.  He 
was  a  strict  Union  man  during  the  war,  and  in  the 
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above  year  went  to  Memphis,  Tenn.,  where  he 
died. 

Mr.  Postal  was  variousl}-  employed  until  1884, 
When  he  became  identified  with  the  business  in- 
terests of  Chester^  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged as  one  of  its  leading  coal  merchants.  His 
marriagie  With  Miss  Celia  B.  Dyer  was  celebrated 
ih  1850.  Mrs.  Postal  was  the  daughter  of  William 
H.  Dyer,  and  was  a  native  of  Missouri.  There 
were  born  to  them  four  children,  of  whom  only 
one  is  now  living,  a  daughter,  Annie,  who  mar- 
ried Horace  Baker,  an  employe  of  the  Illinois 
Central  Railroad. 

Mr.  Postal  is  a  strong  Democrat  in  politics,  and 
by  his  honest  and  straightforward  manner  has 
won  the  confidence  of  the  people.  He  has  attained 
success  slowly  but  surely,  and  fully  merits  the  po- 
sition accorded  him  throughout  the  community  in 
which  he  resides. 
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^Y^DWARD  WORTHEN,a  well  known  farmer, 
who  owns  and  operates  a  good  tract  of  land 
on  section  12,  Sand  Ridge  Township,  Jack- 
son County,  has  always  lived  in  this  communitj-. 
He  was  born  September  15,  1848,  near  his  present 
home,  and  is  a  worthy  representative  of  an  hon- 
ored pioneer  family.  His  father,  William  Worthen, 
was  born  in  South  Carolina  in  1799,  and  was  a 
son  of  Elias  Worthen,  a  native  of  Virginia.  The 
family  was  of  English  origin,  and  the  great-grand- 
father of  our  subject,  who  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Cowpens. 
The  mother  of  Edward  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Mary  AVill.  She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in 
1809,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Conrad  Will,  who  was 
also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  whence 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1813.  He  located  in 
Kaskaskia,  then  Brownsville,  in  181(5,  and  there 
spent  his  remaining  days.  His  family  numbered 
three  daughters. 

Elias  Worthen  removed  from  Tennessee  to  Illi- 
nois in  1809, and  located  one  mile  east  of  Murphys- 
boro.  It  was  not  his  intention  to  here  settle,  but 
a  storm  delayed  him,  and  he  took  up  a  squatter's 
claim   in    this   locality.     His  death  occurred  soon 


afterward.  William  Worthen  was  the  eldest  son 
of  the  family  of  eleven  children,  all  of  whom  are 
now  deceased.  In  1816,  he  went  to  Brownsville, 
111.,  and  became  one  of  its  earliest  settlers.  A  mile 
and  a-half  southwest  of  that  place  he  opened  up  a 
large  farm,  upon  which  he  continued  to  reside  un- 
til his  deatii  in  1854.  His  wife  survived  him 
thirty  j-ears,  and  passed  awaj' in  1884.  They  were 
tlie  parents  of  seven  children  who  grew  to  mature 
years,  while  six  are  yet  living,  naniel}':  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Richart,  of  Columbus,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Mary  W.  Por- 
ter, of  Sand  Ridge  Township;  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Richie, 
of  Sand  Ridge  Township;  Robert  E.,  of  Silver 
City,N.  Mex.;  Edward,  of  this  sketch;  and  Mrs.  Su- 
san Waldbieser,  of  this  county.  The  eldest  son, 
Daniel,  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war  for  three 
j'ears  and  one  month.  He  enlisted  as  a  Lieutenant, 
but  was  mustered  out  with  the  rank  of  Ca[)tain. 
He  died  in  Marcii,  1873,  leaving  two  children. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  both  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Churcii.  The  father  took  quite  an 
active  part  in  politics,  supporting  the  Democratic 
party,  and  was  elected  Sheriff  of  the  county  for 
three  terms.  sHis  long  continuance  in  that  office 
indicated  his  fidelity  to  duty  and  the  confidence 
reposed  in  him  by  his  fellow-townsmen.  The  ma- 
ternal grandfather,  Conrad  Will,  was  also  a  promi- 
nent politician,  and  was  a  supporter  of  the  Whig 
party.  He  served  in  the  first  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, and  was  elected  to  the  first  State  Senate. 
He  served  as  Senator  in  1818  and  1819,  and  also 
from  1828  until  1834.  He  was  Representative 
from  his  district  from  1820  until  1826.  The  first 
deed  of  conveyance  in  this  county  was  made  to  his 
father,  Daniel  Will. 

Edward  Worthen  was  born  and  reared  on  the 
old  homestead.  He  attended  school  in  Carbondale, 
but  left  the  school  room  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
to  work  as  a  farm  hand.  He  was  married  in  Oc- 
tober, 1877,  to  Maggie  L.  Osburn,  daughter  of 
James  F.  Osburn,  and  they  located  upon  his  pres- 
ent farm,  which  was  then  entirely  unimproved. 
Her  death  occurred  March  27,  1884.  The}-  wcie 
the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  Charles  and 
Hugh  are  now  living.  Mr.  Worthen  was  again 
married,  in  September,  1885,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Jennie  Laney,  who  was  born  July  4,  1860, 
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ahd  is  a  daugliter  of  William  Laney,  of  Carbon- 
dale.  One  child  graces  this  marriage,  Blanche. 
The  paient.s  are  both  menibers  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  South,  and  are  prominent  and 
highly  respected  people  of  this  community. 

lie  served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board,  was 
Supervisor  of  S;ind  Hidtre  Township  in  1873  and 
1871,  and  also  served  one  term  in  Murphysboro 
Township  in  the  same  position.  Later  he  was 
again  Supervisc>r  of  Sand  Ridge  Township  for 
three  years.  He  has  also  been  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  in  that  ofKce,  as  in  the  others  he  has  filled,  he 
was  found  true  and  faithful  to  his  duties,  dis- 
charging the  same  with  a  promptness  and  fidelity 
that  have  won  him  high  commendation. 

In  his  business  affairs,  he  has  met  with  a  high  de- 
gree of  success,  and  is  nf)w  the  owner  of  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-eight  acres  of  valuable  land,  which 
yields  to  him  a  handsome  income,  lie  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  an  honored  jiioneer  family,  and 
is  himself  numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of 
Jackson  County. 


-^ 


APT.  JOSEPH  B.  THORP,  the  efficient 
and  popular  County  Treasurer  of  Jackson 
'J  County',  who  makes  his  home  in  Murphys- 
boro,  was  born  in  New  York  City  on  the  4th  of 
December,  1827,  and  is  of  English  descent.  His 
grandfather  was  a  manufacturer  of  Yorkshire, 
England,  and  on  leaving  his  native  land  took  up 
his  residence  in  New  York  City,  but  his  last  days 
were  spent  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.  The  father  of 
our  subject,  Joshua  Thorp,  was  also  born  in  Y'ork- 
shire,  but  was  reared  in  Philadelphia.  In  his 
youth  he  learned  the  tailor's  trade,  which  he  there 
followed  throughout  life.  His  death  occurred  at 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  in  the  faith  of  the  Ejtis- 
copal  Church.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabeth  Brooke,  was  also  born  in  Y'ork- 
shire,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Ignatius  Brooke,  a 
machinist.  In  the  family  were  live  children,  four 
of  whom  are  still  living. 

The  Captain  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  In 
earl}"  life  he  became  a  pattern  maker  in  a  machine 
shop.     In  1848  he  emigrated  westward  to  Jackson 


County,  III.,  making  the  journey  by  boat.  For  a 
time  he  worked  asa  millwright,  afterward  locating 
near  Carbondale,  and  began  the  develo]iment  of  a 
farm,  to  the  cultivation  of  which  he  devoted  his 
energies  until  May,  1861.  Prompted  by  patri- 
otic im|)ulses,  he  responded  to  the  country's  call 
to  service  and  enlisted  among  the  boys  in  blue  of 
Company  K,  Eighteenth  Illinois  Infantry.  He 
was  mustered  in  with  the  rank  of  Sergeant,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Fts.  Henry  and  Don- 
elson,  and  Shiloh,  after  which  he  was  commis- 
sioned First  Lieutenant  by  Governor  Yates.  He 
participated  in  the  capture  of  Little  Rock  and  in  a 
number  of  skirmishes  in  Arkansas,  also  the  expe- 
dition in  Tennessee,  during  which  he  was  wounded. 
On  the  nth  of  .Line,  1864,  he  was  mustered  out 
at  Springfield,  111.,  and  returned  to  his  home.  He 
was  always  faithful  to  his  duty  and  to  the  Old 
Flag  which  now  floats  triumphantly  over  the 
united  Nation. 

On  his  return  home.  Captain  Thorj)  again  re- 
sumed farming  near  Carbondale,  where  he  owned 
two  hundred  acres  of  rich  and  arable  land,  which 
he  placed  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  successfully  carried  on  general  farming  until 
the  fall  of  1890,  when  he  was  nominated  and 
elected  County  Treasurer  on  the  Republican  ticket. 
He  was  the  only  Republican  candidate  for  a  county 
ofBce  elected  at  that  time.  In  December  following, 
he  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and 
has  since  creditably  and  acceptably  filled  the  posi- 
tion. 

In  June,  1851,  in  Carbondale,  Captain  Thorp 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Harriet,  daughter 
of  Joseph  Hinchcliff,  a  prominent  pioneer  farmer 
of  this  locality.  The  lady  died  during  her  hus- 
band's absence  in  the  war.  Five  children  were 
born  unto  them,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living, 
Joshua,  a  locomotive  engineer  on  the  Mobile  k 
Ohio  Railroad,  living  in  Murpli^-sboro;  Samuel  B., 
deceased;  Sarah  E.,  Ann  and  Mary  E.  Capt.ain 
Thorp  was  again  married,  his  second  union  being 
with  Mrs.  Cynthia  Reeves,  b}'  whom  he  has  one 
son, John  R. 

Socially,  Mr.  Thorp  is  connected  with  John  W. 
Lawrence  Post  No.  297,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Carbondale. 
While  living  at  that  place  he  served  as  Supervisor 
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for  two  terms.  He  is  a  raan  of  sterling  worth  and 
strict  integrity,  who  lias  a  wide  acquaintance  and 
is  well  liked  by  all  who  know  hiin. 
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"III  JOSEPH  WELSCH,  who  resides  on  section 
31,  township  3,  range  10,  Monroe  County, 
is  one  of  the  worthy  citizens  that  Germanj' 

has  furnished  to  this  commuiiity.     He  was 

born  December  20,  1829,  and  is  one  of  six  cliil- 
dren,  wiiose  parents, .John  and  INIary  A.  (Werscheiii) 
Welsch,  were  also  natives  of  German}'.  The  father 
and  mother  both  acquired  good  educatioiiS  in  the 
schools  of  that  land,  and  the  father  followed  farm- 
ing as  a  means  of  gaining  a  livelihood.  In  the 
year  1840  he  emigrated  to  America.  He  landed 
from  a  sailing-vessel  at  New  Orkans,  .and  came  di- 
rect to  Monroe  County,  111.,  where  for  a  few  years 
he  rented  a  farm.  With  the  capital  he  had  acquired 
in  that  time  lie  then  purchased  two  hundred  acres 
of  land,  and  to  this  he  added  from  time  to  time 
until  he  became  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  in 
the  count}'.  A  few  years  prior  to  his  death  he  re- 
moved to  Waterloo,  where  he  spent  his  last  years 
in  retirement  from  business  cares.  He  was  a  man 
of  excellent  business  and  executive  ability,  and 
therefore  won  the  success  which  crowned  his  ef- 
forts. I  n  politics  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  Democ- 
racy. His  death  occurred  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
seven  years,  and  his  wife  died  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty-two, near  the  present  home  of  our  subject. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Five 
of  their  children  are  now  living,  namely:  Mary, 
J.  Joseph,  Catheiine,  Peter  and  Nicholas. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our  sub- 
ject, who  spent  the  first  ten  years  of  his  life  in  his 
native  land,  and  then  came  with  his  parents  to  the 
New  AVorld.  He  early  became  familiar  with  all  the 
duties  of  farm  life  and  worked  in  the  fields,  giving 
his  father  the  benefit  of  his  services  until  twenty- 
four  years  of  age,  when  his  father  gave  him  a  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty  acres,  the  same  on 
which  he  now  resides. 

Mr.  Welsch  then  began  business  for  himself,  and 
the  same  year  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth    Hoecker,   a    native    of    Germany,   who 


when  a  maiden  of  twelve  summers  came  with  her 
parents  to  the  United  States,  the  family  locating 
in  St.  Clair  County.  By  this  union  were  born 
twelve  children,  but  six  of  the  number  <lied  in  in- 
fancy. Those  still  living  are,  John,  Christiana, 
Leonard,  Catherine,  Joseph  and  Peter.  The  mother 
of  this  famil}'  was  called  to  her  final  rest  at  the 
age  of  forty-six.  She  w.as  a  devout  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  had  many  waini  friends  in 
the  communitv. 

Mr.  Welsch  is  also  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Cliurch,  and  in  i)olilics  is  a  stanch  Democrat. 
He  has  led  a  bus}'  and  useful  life,  and  by  well  di- 
rected efforts,  energy  and  enterprise  he  has  accu- 
mulated a  handsome  propertv.  The  boundaries 
of  hi?  farm  he  has  extended  from  time  to  time,  un- 
til he  now  owns  seven  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  valuable  land,  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  well  improved.  He  is  one  of  the  largest  land 
owners  in  the  county,  and  is  one  of  the  most 
highly  resiiected  and  influential  citizens,  for  a  well 
spent  life  has  gained  him  the  warm  regard  of  all 
with  whom  he  has  been  broui'ht  in  contact. 
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AX  ASZMANN,  M.  D.  The  medical  pro- 
fession has  many  representatives  in  this 
county,  men  of  intelligence  in  their  chosen 
field  of  labor  and  in  general  topics  of  in- 
terest, good  judgment  in  the  application  of  theo- 
retical knowledge  and  an  established  reputation  as 
practitioners.  One  of  this  class  is  the  subject  of 
this  brief  notice,  who,  although  a  young  man,  and 
one  new  in  his  profession,  is  destined  to  become 
one  of  the  prominent  physicians  in  the  near  future. 
Dr.  Aszmann  was  born  in  the  city  of  Chester, 
March  26,  1865,  and  is  the  sou  of  Dr.  F.  W.  Asz- 
mann, who  also  resides  in  this  cit}'.  The  father  of 
our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  where  he 
practiced  his  profession  until  coming  to  the  United 
States.  When  coming  to  tlie  New  World  he  first 
located  in  8t.  Louis,  where  he  was  one  of  the  first 
homeopathic  phj'sicians.  In  1858  the  elder  Dr. 
Aszmann  came  to  Chester,  where  he  continued  in 
active  practice  until  his  decease,  August  5,  1880. 
While  driving  down  the  roadwa}'  leadingfrom  the 
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residences  of  the  Messrs.  Cole,  his  horse  became 
unmanageable  and  dragged  biiii  a  distance  of  some 
twenty  yards,  and  when  it  was  stopped  at  Cole's 
Mills  the  Doctor  was  found  to  lie  insensible.  He 
was  conveyed  to  the  residence  of  hisson,Sigraund 
Aszniann,  where  his  wounds  were  found  to  be  of  a 
very  serious  nature,  lie  was  a  man  advanced  in 
years,  and  although  under  the  care  of  four  of  the 
best  physicians  of  the  place,  be  died  four  days 
later.  He  was  an  old  resident  and  successful  prac- 
titioner of  Ibis  place,  and  a  conscientious  and 
faithful  worker  in  llie  field  of  suffering  humanity. 
The  niollier  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Lucy  l'roi)st,  was  also  a  native  of  Ger- 
many, and  departed  this  life  in  Chester  October 
12,  1887.  She  reared  a  large  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whoni  our  subject  was  the  sixth  in  order 
of  birth.  lie  obtained  a  good  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  this  place,  and  when  ready  to 
enter  upon  his  medical  studies,  read  medicine  in 
the  office  of  Dr.  Zillikcii.  Later  he  took  a  course 
of  lectures  in  the  homeopathic  medical  college  at 
St.  Louis,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  March, 
1890.  After  receiving  his  degree  of  Doctor  of 
Medicine,  our  subject  opened  an  otlice  and  com- 
menced practice  in  Froiina,  Perry  Count}^,  Mo., 
where  he  remained  for  two  years.  In  1892 
he  came  to  this  city,  with  whose  interests  he  has 
since  been  identified, and  is  rapidly  building  up  for 
himself  a  lucrative  practice.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a  decided  Democrat. 
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jILLIAM  ROS150ROl'GH  was  a  represent- 
ative business  man  of  Randolph  County, 
and  well  deserves  representation  in  its 
history.  He  was  born  in  Bally  inena.  Ireland,  in  1802, 
and  when  a  youth  of  sixteen  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America,  locating  in  Cincinnati.  Ohio.  There 
he  entered  the  employ  of  a  Mr.  Mahard,  who  was 
engaged  in  the  commission  business,  and  with 
whom  he  continued  until   1833. 

In  that  year  Mr.  Rosborough  married  Miss  Mary 
Mahard,  a  sister  of  his   employer.     To  them  were 


born  five  children.  Elizabeth  is  now  residing  in 
the  old  home  in  Sparta.  Robert  H.,  a  railroad  con- 
tractor and  auditor,  and  also  a  dealer  in  coal, 
married  Elizabeth  McCutcheon,  and  they  have 
live  children:  William  J.,  a  railroad  conductor; 
Rachel,  Robert  II.,  .Jr.,  .John  and  Allen.  Martha 
R.,  the  third  child  of  the  family,  is  the  widow  of 
Dr.  Leeper,  who  was  born  in  Beaver  County,  I'a., 
in  1832,  and  tliore  grew  to  manhood,  lie  pursued 
his  literary  studies  in  .lelTerson  College,and  studied 
medicine  in  the  State  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania at  Philadelphia.  He  began  practice  in  Ches- 
ter, 111.,  and  afterward  removed  to  Coulterville, 
where  he  followed  his  profession  for  twenty-five 
years.  His  name  is  always  mentioned  in  the  high- 
est terms  of  praise  by  all  who  knew  him.  He 
won  an  enviable  position  in  his  profession,  and 
was  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen.  Anna 
J.,  another  member  of  the  Rosborough  family,  is 
the  wife  of  Daniel  P.  Barker,  of  Sparta,  Secretar}' 
and  Superintendent  of  the  Sparta  Natural  Gas 
and  Oil  Company.  He  served  in  the  Union  army 
as  a  member  of  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and 
Fort3-second  Illinois  Infantry,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  war  returned  to  Sparta,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Barker  have  four  children: 
Albert  M.,  now  connected  with  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tain News;  Lewis,  a  student  in  Champaign,  1 11.; 
Mary  R.  and  Elizabeth.  Mary  M.,  the  youngest 
member  of  the  Rosborough  family,  is  the  wife  of 
the  Rev.  Hugh  Y.  Lei  per,  of  Pravo,  Ohio.  They 
have  had  five  children:  William,  Hugh.  Earl  (de- 
ceased), Donald  and  Mary. 

In  1833  William  Rosborough  came  to  Illinois, 
locating  in  Raiidol|)h  County,  where  he  at  once 
embarked  in  merchandising.  In  1840  he  removed 
to  Sparta,  and  continued  general  merchandising 
in  connection  with  the  manufacture  of  castor  oil. 
He  also  engaged  in  the  packing  business,  and  later 
in  the  flouring  business.  In  1882  he  laid  aside 
all  business  cares,  and  after  living  retired  for  three 
3'ears,  lie  was  called  to  his  final  rest,  at  the  age 
of  eighty-three.  In  the  accumulation  of  property- 
be  was  very  successful,  but  at  no  time  did  he  sac- 
rifice his  honor  for  temporal  benefit.  He  had  the 
confidence  of  his  entire  circle  of  acquaintances, 
j    who   regarded    his    integrity    as   above  question. 
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His  was  indeed  an  bonorable  life,  well  worthj'  of 
emulation.  In  his  early  years  he  belonged  to 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  hut  afterward 
joined  the  regular  Presbyterian  Cliurch. 


'■  !■>'>>»    I 


^  UDGE  FRANXIS  MARION  YOUNGBLOOD 
is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  Illinois, 
having  in  legal  circles  especial!}'  a  wide 
acquaintance  among  the  representative  men 
of  the  state.  He  now  resides  in  Carbondale.  A 
native  of  Perry  County,  he  was  born  Marcirl5, 
1835,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaiah  I.  and  Electa  (Jones) 
Youngblood.  The  family  is  of  Welsh  descent.  The 
father  was  born  in  Georgia  in  1795,  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  served  in  tiie  War  of  1812.  In 
1816,  he  removed  to  Illinois,  becoming  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Franklin  County,  wliere  he  met  and 
married  Miss  Jones,  who  was  born  in  New  Yoik  in 
1800.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Philip  Jones,  an  early 
settler  of  Franklin  County.  Shortly  afterward 
they  removed  to  Tennessee,  but  about  1828  made  a 
permanent  location  in  Perry  County.  The  mother 
was  well  educated  and  taught  her  husband  all  he 
knew  after  their  marriage.  Mr.  Youngblood  then 
took  a  deep  interest  in  education,  built  a  sciiool- 
house  upon  his  farm  and  did  everything  possible 
for  the  education  of  his  children.  He  met  with 
fair  success  in  business,  and  at  his  death  owned  a 
good  farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Demociat,  and  lie  and  his  wife  were  members 
of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  was 
a  minister  for  many  years.  His  wife  died  January 
7,  1842,  and  his  death  occurred  August  1,  1850. 
They  were  the  parents  of  ten  childien,  eight  now 
living:  Mrs.  C(jrinna  Sturdevant,  Mrs.  Louisa  H. 
Ford,  Mrs.  Lavina  Hawkins,  Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Haw- 
kins, Mrs.  Rachel  Robertson,  William  J.,  Edmund 
D.  and  Francis  M. 

The  Judge  conned  his  lessons  in  the  old  log 
school  which  his  father  built  and  which  was  taught 
by  his  sister.  At  the  age  of  lifteen  he  began  work- 
ing on  a  farm  for  his  brother,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained two  years.  He  then  began  speculating  in 
stock,  but  losing  his  money,  he  turned  his  attention 
to  the  blacksmith's  trade.     He  built  the  first  shop 


in  Tamaroa,  and  after  carrying  it  ou  for  two  and 
a-half  years,  he  spent  two  3ears  as  a  student  in  a 
private  school.     Later  he  embarked  in  teaching. 

Mr.  Youngblood  was  married  December  23,  1858, 
to  N.  E.  Eaton,  who  was  born  on  Paradise  Prairie, 
November  17,  1840,  and  was  a  daughter  of  West 
Eaton,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Perry  County-,  111.  After  his  marriage, 
the  Judge  continued  teaching  for  a  lime.  In  No- 
vember, 1859,  he  was  elected  Assessor  and  Treas- 
urer of  Perry  County,  and  filled  the  office  for  two 
years.  In  July,  1860,  he  began  reading  law  with 
Judge  William  K.  Parish,  of  DuQuoin,  and  in   the 

<  summer  of  1861  was  admitted  to  the  Bar.  lleim- 
mediately  began  practice  in  DuQuoin,  where  he 
continued   until  January,  1862,  when   he  removed 

j  to  Benton,  and  there  opened  a  law  office,  carrying 
on  practice  at  that  place  for  some  time.  From 
April,  1874,  until  Jul}',  1875,  he  was  numbered 
among  the  lawyers  of  Shawneetown,  111.,  and  then 
resumed  practice  in  Benton,  where  he  remained  un- 
til his  removal  to  Carbondale,  in  .September,  1887. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Y''oungblood  were  born  seven 
children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Ransom  A., 
of  Benton,  wlio  married  Nannie  Hubbard,  by  whom 
he  has  four  children;  Dougherl}'  V.,  who  is  in  part- 
nership with  his  father;  Joseph  E.,of  Pinckney  ville 
who  wedded  Nannie  Gouch,  by  whon/  he  has  one 
child;  Louisa  R.  and  Laura  A.  The  mother  of  the 
family  is  a  member  of  the  Primitive  Baptist  Church, 
and  is  a  most  estimable  lady. 

The  Judge  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
and  for  nine  years  has  been  Master  of  Benton 
Lodge  No.  64,  A.  F.  <fe  A.  M.  He  also  belongs  to 
DuQuoin  Chapter,  R.  A.  M.,  and  to  the  Knights  of 
Honor.  His  hearty  support  and  co-operation  are 
given  to  the  cause  of  education  and  to  all  enter- 
prises calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit.  He 
takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  votes  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  frequently  serves  as  a  dele- 
gate to  its  conventions.  Deserved  as  Prosecuting 
Attorney  for  the  Twenty-si.^th  Judicial  Circuit, 
which  comprised  Franklin,  Williamson,  Johnson, 
Saline,  Gallatin  and  Hardin  Counties.  He  was 
elected  in  November,  1868,  and  filled  the  office 
four  years.  In  November,  1872,  he  was  elected 
State   Senator    from    the    Forty-seventh    District, 
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comprising  Franlclm,  Williamson,  Saline  and  Gal- 
latin Counties,  lie  served  on  tlie  Railroad,  Ap- 
proi)riation  and  .ludiciar}-  Committees.  In  the 
3-car  I1S8O  lie  was  elected  to  the  State  Legisla- 
ture from  tlie  same  district,  and  served  on  the 
same  committees.  His  public  and  private  life  are 
alike  above  reproacli,  and  while  in  tlie  Assemlil^', 
his  straightforward  course,  devoted  to  tlie  interests 
of  his  constituents,  won  him  hij;h  commendation. 
His  success  as  a  lawyer  has  been  marked.  His 
pleas  are  the  admiration  of  all  who  hear  him,  and 
his  arguments  always  tell  with  the  jury.  IIis 
prominence  lias  been  won  tiirough  merit  and  not 
through  inllucnce  or  outside  aid. 


»»i»>jii  1 1  1    » I 


HARLES  I).  -STAllLBERG,  deceased,  was 
"born  near  B.elfeld,  Prussia,  on  the  17th  of 
<f.'  December,  1834,  and  was  a  son  of  Gottlieb 
Stahlberg.  The  parents  of  our  subject  botii  died 
during  his  childhood.  He  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  land  until  fourteen  3-ears  of 
age,  when  he  began  learning  the  confectionery 
trade,  serving  a  regular  apprenticeship  of  three 
years.  About  a  year  later  he  sailed  to  America, 
locating  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  secured  a  posi- 
tion .IS  foreman  in  a  large  confectionery  establish- 
ment, continuing  in  charge  for  seven  years. 

The  year  1860  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Stahl- 
berg in  Illinois,  and  saw  him  located  in  what  was 
then  Alma,  but  is  now  Steeleville.  Here  heatouce 
embarked  in  general  merchandising,  which  he  suc- 
cessfully carried  on  until  his  death.  He  filled  his 
Store  with  a  complete  line  of  goods,  and  by  fair 
and  honest  dealing  and  courteous  treatment  of  his 
patrons  he  won  a  liberal  patronage  and  built  up  a 
fine  trade.  After  his  death,  his  widow  carried  on 
the  business  alone  until  her  son,  F.  A.,  became  old 
enough  to  take  part  in  the  same.  Together  they 
then  carried  on  operations  along  that  line  until 
the  1st  of  January,  1894,  when  she  withdrew,  and 
the  business  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  two  sons, 
F.  A.  and  Charles  D. 

Mr.  Stahlberg  of  this  sketch  was  married  in 
1857  to  Louise  E.  Long,  daughter  of  Carl  Frank 
aud    Mary   E.   (Rullmaun)   Long,  both  of  whom 


were  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany,  in  which  coun- 
try they  were  reared  and  married.  On  crossing 
the  Atlantic  to  America,  in  1844,  they  settled  in 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  the  father  died  of  clioiera  in 
1849.  His  wife  long  survived  him,  and  departed 
this  life  in  1893,  at  the  age  of  seventy-six  years 
and  six  months.  They  had  a  familj'  of  five  chil- 
dren, but  only  two  of  the  number  are  now  living, 
Mrs.  Stahlberg,  and  Eliza  Long,  who  resides  in  St. 
Louis.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stahlberg  were  born 
seven  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  infancy, 
while  William  Albert  died  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
four.  Those  still  living  are,  Wilhelraina  Louisa, 
wife  of  Dr.  Armbrustcr,  of  Steeleville;  Frederick 
August,  Annie,  Matilda  Elizabeth  and  Charles 
Detrich.  All  are  still  living  with  their  mother  ex- 
cept Mrs.  Armbruster.  The  family  is  one  of  prom- 
inence in  the  community,  and  its  members  rank 
high  in  social  circles. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stahlberg  were  reared  in  the  Evan- 
gelical Church.  He  was  a  member  of  Steeleville 
Lodge  No.  497,  A.  F.  ife  A.  M.,  and  in  politics  was 
a  Republican.  He  passed  away  in  July,  1870,  and 
his  death  was  widely  and  deeply  mourned,  for  he 
possessed  many  excellencies  of  character,  w^as  a 
kind  and  loving  husband  and  father,  a  faithful 
friend  and  a  valued  citizen. 


^OHN  H.  TIIIES,  proprietor  of  the  woolen 
mills  of  .Steeleville,  is  at  the  head  of  one  of 
the  leading  industries  of  this  place.  His 
business  has  now  assumed  extensive  pro- 
portions, and  he  receives  from  the  pulilic  a  liberal 
patronage,  which  yields  him  a  good  income.  As 
he  is  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  commu- 
nity, we  feel  assured  that  the  record  of  his  life  will 
prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers. 

Mr.  Thies  was  born  in  Germany,  January  10, 
1824,  and  is  a  son  of  Frank  Thies,  a  native  of  the 
same  countr}'.  His  mother  died  when  he  was 
quite  young.  In  the  family  were  six  children,  of 
whom  he  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  laws  of  his  native  land,  he  at- 
tended the  public  schools  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  began  earning  his  own  livelihood  by 
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working  as  a  farm  liand,  wliich  pursuit  he  followed 
until  nineteen  ^ears  of  age.  He  then  entered  the 
Gcrinan  arm3',  joining  tlie  Light  Cavah\v,  in  which 
he  served  for  three  years.  During  the  last  year 
he  was  detailed  for  commissary  work,  and  was 
mustered  out  in  Munster,  Germany,  in  the  year 
1846.  The  succeeding  two  years  and  a-half  he 
spent  in  traveling  over  Europe. 

The  spring  of  1849  witnessed  the  emigration  of 
Mr.  Tliies  to  America.  On  reaching  the  New 
World,  lie  located  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Cholera  was 
then  raging,  and  liusiness  was  almost  wholly  sus- 
pended, but  he  at  length  secured  work  in  a  drug 
store,  where  he  continued  for  six  months.  His 
next  emijloyment  was  the  manufacture  of  saddle 
trees,  and  to  that  he  devoted  his  energies  for  a 
period  of  ten  years.  Previous  to  this  time,  he  had 
purchased  some  land  in  Randolph  County,  and 
when  a  decade  had  passed  away,  he  came  hither. 
He  hafl  left  the  city  during  the  summer  months, 
and  when  a  favoralile  opportunity  was  presented 
to  purchase  a  tract  of  good  land,  he  would  do  so, 
and  when  the  property  had  risen  in  value,  dispose 
of  it.  In  this  w.ay  he  accumulated  a  considerable 
competence.  In  1859  he  removed  to  a  farm  near 
Steeleville,  and  continued  the  cultivation  of  his 
land  until  his  health  failed  him,  when  he  rented 
his  property,  and  in  1866  removed  to  the  town. 
Building  the  woolen  mills,  he  has  since  engaged 
in  their  operation  with  good  success.  For  about 
ten  years  he  was  associated  in  business  with  his 
two  brothers-in-law,  but  since  that  time  he  has 
been  alone.  The  mills  have  a  large  output,  and 
the  trade  is  constantly  increasing. 

In  September,  1856,  Mr.  Thies  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Annie  Stahlherg,  and  to  them 
were  born  ten  children,  but  four  of  the  num- 
ber died  in  early  childhood.  Those  still  living 
are:  Louisa,  wife  of  the  Rev.  .John  L.  Sternberg,  a 
resident  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.;  Annie  and  Charles, 
at  home;  Minnie,  wife  of  E.  L.  Flouth,  a  promi- 
nent farmer  living  near  Chester;  Frank  and  Edith, 
who  are  attending  the  home  school.  The  mother 
of  this  family  was  called  to  the  home  beyond'  De- 
cember 19,  1893,  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  She 
was  a  kind  and  loving  wife,  a  faithful  and  de- 
voted mother,  and  was  loved  and  respected  by  all. 


In  politics,  Mr.  Thies  is  a  Republican,  and  sociallj' 
is  a  member  of  Steeleville  Lodge  No.  497,  A.  F.  &. 
A.  M.  He  and  his  family  all  hold  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  be- 
longed. 

■ ^^^^P • 

'l ^  ENRY  FIENE.    Steeleville  numbers  among 

its  successful  business  men  and  public- 
spirited  citizens  the  gentleman  whose  name 
introduces  this  sketch.  Solclj-  through  his 
own  exertions  Mr.  Fiene  has  gained  success.  From 
boyhood  he  has  been  self  supporting, and  such  has 
been  his  judgment  and  foresight  that  he  has 
achieved  prosperity  in  the  midst  of  seemingly  in- 
surmountable obstacles.  Of  German  birth  and  jjar- 
entage,  he  possesses  those  excellent  German  traits 
of  character  that,  descending  from  generation  to 
generation,  transmit  a  solidity  and  energy  that 
almost  invariably  bring  success  when  united  with 
American  tact  and  enterprise. 

Born  in  December,  1848,  Henry  Fiene  was  one 
and  one-half  years  old  when  his  parents  started 
across  the  ocean  to  establish  their  home  in  Amer- 
ica. The  wife  and  mother,  as  well  as  the  only 
sister,  died  before  the  ship  reached  the  harbor, 
and  consequently  our  subject  knows  nothing  con- 
cerning the  details  of  his  mother's  life,  and  in  fact 
does  not  even  know  her  name.  Henry  Fiene,  Sr., 
arriving  in  this  countiy,  came  to  Illinois  and  set- 
tled in  Randolph  County,  where  he  married  a  sec- 
ond time.  He  continued  to  make  his  home  here 
until  his  demise. 

In  the  parochial  schools  of  Randolph  County 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  conducted  his  studies 
until  he  reached  fourteen  }'ears  of  age,  when  his 
school  days  were  ended.  Afterward  he  worked  on 
a  farm  as  a  laborer  and  spent  four  years  at  the 
saddler's  trade.  When  twenty-one,  he  began  car- 
rying the  United  States  mail  between  Murph3-s- 
boro  and  Sparta,  which  occupation  he  followed 
for  four  years.  He  then  came  to  Steeleville  and 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  and  in  farming  pur- 
suits, which  he  has  since  continued.  In  addition, 
he  has  for  a  number  of  years  dealt  in  furs,  deriv- 
ing a  handsome  income  from  this  source. 

In  1873  Mr.  Fiene  married  Miss  Louise,  daugh- 
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ter  of  Ernst  Siekmyer,  formerly  of  Ohio,  but  later 
a  resident  of  Illinois.  Of  tins  union  nine  chil- 
dren were  born,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Those  livins^  are,  Edwin,  George,  Adolpli,  Ilenr}', 
Louis,  Annie,  Albert  and  Oma,  all  of  whom  reside 
with  tlicir  parents.  Mr.  Fiene  and  his  family  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  to  the  support  of 
which  he  is  a  generous  contributor.  In  polities  he 
is  a  Republican  and  has  always  cast  his  ballot  for 
the  candidates  and  principles  of  that  party.  He 
has  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  village  of  Steele- 
ville  and  has  also  been  Trustee  of  the  Board  a 
number  of  times.  As  a  citizen  he  is  interested  in 
all  measuies  having  for  their  aim  the  promotion 
of  the  best  interests  of  the  place  and  the  advance- 
ment of  its  material  welfare. 


+= 


=-f 


\  ,  OIIN  McMENOMY,  M.  D.  Widely  known 
and  universally  esteemed.  Dr.  IMcMenomy, 
as  a  citizen  and  honored  physician,  com- 
mands the  esteem  and  conlidence  of  his  fel- 
low-townsmen and  the  general  public.  He  for- 
nierl}'  resided  in  Chester,  where  he  was  for  a  time 
Count3'  Physician,  but  recently' removed  to  Perc^^ 
He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  July  6,  1847,  to 
Patrick  and  Annie  (Hoe)  McMenom^-.  The  parents 
were  born  in  Ireland,  and  emigrated  to  America 
in  an  early  day,  spending  their  last  days  in  New 
York  City. 

The  earl}'  education  of  our  subject  was  received 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  city,  but  when 
a  lad  of  nine  years  he  was  deprived  of  the  care  of 
both  parents.  At  this  time  he  went  to  live 
with  a  man  named  Brown,  who  came  to  Ran- 
dolph County  and  located  on  a  farm  near  Sparta. 
On  this  place  our  subject  at  once  set  to  work  to 
help  bring  it  to  a  fine  state  of  cultivation,  and  so 
continued  until  1863,  when  he  concluded  to  serve 
his  country-  in  defending  the  Old  Flag. 

In  the  3-car  1863  the  name  of  J<jhn  McMenomy 
was  enrolled  in  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-second  Illinois  Infantry,  in  the  one  hun- 
dred days'  service,  and  at  the  expiration  of  that 
time  he  re-enlisted.     This  time  he  joined  the  One 


Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth   Infantrj-,  and  served 

gallantly  until  the  close  of  hostilities,  when  he  was 
honorably  discharged  as  Second  Corporal  of  Com- 
pany F.  He  was  always  at  his  post  of  dut^-,  and 
took  part  in  many  i)roininciil  engagements  with 
his  regiment. 

After  the  establishment  of  peace,  in  the  winter 
of  1865,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  returned  to 
his  home  and  attended  school  in  Sparta.  The 
following  spring  he  began  clerking  in  the  drug 
store  of  Dr.  Gersage,  where  he  remained  for  three 
years,  learning  the  business  thoroughly.  The  next 
year  was  spent  in  a  drug  store  at  Coulterville, 
whence  he  went  to  Chicago  soon  after  the  great  fire 
in  that  city,  and  there  spent  the  winter.  Being 
desirous  of  becoming  a  ph3-sician,  he  then  com- 
menced the  studj  of  medicine  with  Dr.  Booth,  of 
Sparta,  and  in  the  winter  of  1873-74  attended  the 
medical  college  at  Louisville,  Ky.  In  the  spring 
of  the  last  named  year.  Dr.  McSIeuomy  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Preston,  111.,  car- 
rying on  a  lucrative  business  for  two  years.  Then 
removing  to  Baldwin,  this  state,  he  remained  there 
for  the  next  decade,  whence  he  journeyed  to 
Evansville.  After  two  years'  practice  in  the  above 
place,  he  spent  the  winter  in  California,  but  de- 
ciding to  return  to  FIvansvillc,  again  took  up  his 
practice  in  that  city,  where  he  remained  until  De- 
cember 2,  1891.  At  this  time  Dr.  McMenomy  be- 
came a  citizen  of  Chester,  where  he  resumed  the 
practical  duties  of  a  physician.  He  constantly  en- 
deavors to  improve  liis  conception  of  the  needs  of 
the  human  system,  to  keep  himself  acquainted 
with  the  latest  investigations  of  anatomists  and 
chemists,  and  to  use  judiciously  the  remedies  that 
are  already  known,  as  well  as  the  new  combina- 
tions that  prove  worthy  of  acceptance. 

In  September,  1878,  the  Doctor  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Loretta  NViltshire,  a  daughter 
of  Charles  H.  and  Lucy  (Hill)  Wiltshire.  .Mrs.  Mc- 
Menomy is  a  native  of  Illinois, and  is  a  highlj'  ed- 
ucated and  cultured  lad}'.  One  son  has  been  born 
of  this  union,  who  bears  the  name  of  Albert,  and 
who  is  attending  school  at  Chester. 

The  Doctor  was  elected  to  the  honored  position 
of  County  Physician  of  Randolph  County  in  the 
fall  of  1893,  and  has  not  only  filled  the  ollice  with 
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satisfaction  to  tiie  people,  but  with  credit  to  him- 
self. Dr.  McMenomy  is  quite  interested  in  social 
orders,  as  is  evinced  by  his  membership  in  Lodge 
Ko.  248,  F.  &  A.  M..  of  Red  Bud,  tlie  Egypt  Star 
Lodge  No.  285, 1.  O.  O.  F.,  of  Red  Bud,  and  the 
Hercules  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  at  Chester.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican from  conviction,  and  an  active  worker 
for  the  part}'  policy,  not  only  supporting  it  by  his 
ballot,  but  b\'  his  influence  and  presentation  of  its 
principles  to  his  acquainUmces. 


'ft_,  ARRLSON  CLORK.  The  result  of  energy 
y  and  perseverance  are  nowhere  better  illus- 
trated than  in  the  career  of  Mr.  Clore,  who 
began  life  with  onlj'  the  natural  ability  with 
which  nature  had  endowed  him,  and  is  at  the  pres- 
ent time  a  well  known  and  prosperous  agriculturist 
residing  on  section  18,  township  7,  range  6.  In 
1879  he  added  gardening  and  the  cultivation  of 
small  fruits  to  his  already  busy  life  as  a  farmer, 
and  to-day  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  fruit- 
growers in  southern  Illinois,  and  during  their  sea- 
son almost  entirely  supplies  Chester  with  fine 
strawberries. 

A  native  of  Kentuckj-,  Mr.  Clore  was  born  in 
Boone  County,  November  22,  1830,  while  his  fa- 
ther, Abraham  Clore,  was  a  native  of  Virginia.  He 
emigrated  with  his  parents  when  quite  young  to 
the  above  county  in  Kentuck3%  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  manager  and  overseer  of  a  large  plan- 
tation in  the  Blue  Grass  State  until  coming  to 
Illinois  in  1836.  In  that  j'ear  he  purchased  a  farm 
near  Chester,  upon  which  he  located,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  its  cultivation  he  also  followed  his  trade  of 
a  carpenter.  He  was  accompanied  on  the  trip  to 
Illinois  by  his  brother  Isaac,  who  assisted  him  in 
the  conduct  of  his  farm. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Cornelius)  Clore,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  was  the 
daughter  of  Albert  Cornelius.  She  reared  a  fam- 
ily of  five  children,  of  whom  Harrison,  of  this 
sketch,  was  the  eldest.  He  had  few  advantages 
for  obtaining  an  education,  but  availed  himself  to 
the  utmost  of  every  opportunity  for  gaining 
knowledge.  His  father  owning  the  ferry  at  Mary's 


River,  our  subject  had  charge  of  that  until  1843, 
when  he  returned  to  the  farm.  The  next  year  was 
the  date  of  the  big  flood,  and  the  famil}'  were 
happ3'  in  the  thought  that  the^'  had  moved  in 
time  to  escape  the  dangers  which  it  brought  in  its 
path. 

When  fifteen  years  of  age,  our  subject  returned 
to  his  old  home  in  Boone  Count}',  Ky.',  where  he 
visited  friends  and  relatives  for  some  time. and  on 
the  expiration  of  his  holiday  again  took  up  the 
work  on  his  father's  farm,  where  he  remained  un- 
til reaching  his  majority.  .January  4,  1854,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sabina  N.,  daughter  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Kunkle)  Baer,  who  emigrated  from 
Indiana  to  Illinois  and  were  people  of  prominence 
in  this  stiite.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers in  good  standing  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  which  denomination  he  has  been  Trus- 
tee, Steward  and  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school  for  the  past  twenty-six  years. 

Mr.  Clore  began  his  political  career  as  a  Demo- 
crat, but  on  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  joined 
the  ranks  of  the  Republicans  and  voted  with 
them  until  within  the  last  few  years,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  a  stanch  Prohibitionist. 


'||!j_^  ENRY  BUSCHER  resides  in  township  7, 
i)  range  6,  Randolph  County,  where  he  owns 
a  good  estate  of  finely-  improved  land, 
which  he  devotes  to  diversified  crops.  The 
buildings  that  have  been  erected  upon  the  estate 
are  neat  and  substantial,  sutticiently  commodious 
for  their  respective  uses,  and  include  every  neces- 
sary and  convenient  edifice.  Mr.  Buscher  pur- 
sues his  calling  with  Zealand  intelligence,  winning 
from  the  soil  an  abundant  share  of  the  various 
grains,  and  in  this  way  is  securing  for  himself  and 
family  all  of  the  comforts  of  life. 

A  native  of  this  county,  our  subject  was  born 
near  Percy,  September  10,  1858,  and  is  the  eldest 
son  of  AVilliam  and  Elizabeth  (Rur}')  Buscher.  His 
father  was  born  in  Germany,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica when  a  young  man,  locating  in  Chester,  this 
county,  where  he  worked  for  a  time  at  his  trade  of 
a  shoemaker.     Later  he  followed   farm   pursuits, 
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and  owned  a  good  estate  near  Percy,  where  he  was 
residing  at  the  time  of  his  decease,  November  28, 
1892.  His  wife  is  still  living  and  makes  iier  home 
near  Percy. 

Henr3'^  Buscher,  of  this  sketch,  alternated  his 
duties  as  a  fanner's  lad  with  attend.ince  al  tiie  dis- 
trict school,  and  when  ready  to  choose  a  life  work, 
became  an  agriculturist.  He  has  pursued  a  course 
whicii  has  secured  for  liiin  the  hearty  respect  of 
all  who  know  him,  and  has  given  him  a  good  rank 
among  the  farmers  of  the  county.  In  addition  to 
raising  the  various  grains,  he  has  some  fine  stock 
on  liis  place. 

October  30,  1888,  our  subject  and  Miss  Caroline 
Clamp  were  united  in  marriage.  The  |)arents  of 
Mrs.  Buscher,  Daniel  and  Christina  Clamp,  died 
when  she  was  three  3'ears  of  age.  To  them  has 
been  born  one  child,  a  son.  Albert  Edward.  Mr. 
&nd  Mrs.  Buscher  are  members  of  the  German 
Methodist  Church,  and  are  people  of  many  pleas- 
ant and  social  qualities.  Our  subject  possesses  in- 
telligent views  on  all  subjects  of  general  interest, 
particularly  on  political  questions,  and  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party. 
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UGUST  DUDENBOSTEL,  dealer  in  dry 
W/(M  goods,  groceries,  hardware,  boots  and  shoes 
ll)  at  Campbell  Hill,  is  a  native  of  Hanover, 
Germanj'.  He  was  born  February  4, 1838, 
and  is  a  son  of  Henry  Dudenbostel,  a  German 
farmer.  He  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm,  and 
acquired  a  good  education  in  his  native  land.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  entered  the  German  cav- 
alry, enlisting  for  ten  years'  service,  and  was  al- 
ways stationed  at  Hanover.  On  the  expiration  of 
his  term  he  was  discharged, and  in  the  fall  of  1866 
he  came  to  America,  in  companj'  with  his  brother, 
E.  A.  Dudenbostel.  Landing  at  New  Orleans,  he 
fii-st  located  at  Chester.  III.,  and  thence  went  to 
Evansville,  where  he  l)egan  clerking  in  his  brother's 
store.  He  there  learned  business  methods  and  the 
English  language. 

After  two  years  Mr.  Dudenbostel  went  to  Rock- 
wood,    and    for  the    two   succeeding    years    was 
employed   as    traveling    salesman  for  a  nursery. 
14 


On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  opened  a 
general  store  in  Wine  Hill  and  built  up  a  good 
business,  which  he  successfully  carried  on  for  five 
years.  It  was  through  his  efforts  that  the  name  of 
Wine  Hill  was  given  to  the  town  and  precinct, and 
that  the  postoflice  was  established  at  that  place. 
He  also  served  as  the  first  Postmaster.  In  1876, 
he  sold  out  at  Wine  Hill  and  came  to  Campbell 
Hill,  where  he  bought  out  William  Mohlenbrnck 
and  again  embarked  in  general  merchandising.  He 
was  located  just  across  the  street  from  liis  present 
store,  where  he  continued  for  five  years. 

In  1881  !Mr.  Dudenbostel  built  a  fine  brick  store 
and  warehouse,  40x60  feet  and  two  stories  in 
height,  at  a  cost  of  $1,500.  He  stocked  it  well 
with  general  merchandise  and  has  since  carried  on 
trade  at  this  place,  doing  a  business  of  ^15,000 
per  year.  In  1892  he  built  a  fine  brick  addition 
to  his  store  at  a  cost  of  $2,500.  It  is  28x34  feet, 
two  stories  in  height,  with  a  basement,  is  heated  by 
a  furnace  and  is  used  as  a  restaurant.  This  is  the 
finest  store  building  in  the  northern  part  of  Jack- 
son County,  and  its  owner  has  accumulated  much 
land.  He  recently'  sold  seven  farms  and  still  re- 
tains two  hundred  acres. 

In  1870  Mr.  Dudenbostel  married  Mary  Dett- 
merr,  a  native  of  Randolph  County.  They  had 
two  children,  but  both  are  now  deceased,  and  the 
mother  died  in  1875.  In  1876  our  subject  mar- 
ried Sophia  Knop,  also  a  native  of  Randolph 
County.  The}'  have  eight  sons,  Louis,  Arnold, 
Edwin,  Ernest,  Adelbert,  Herbert,  Barnliardt  and 
Hugo.  The  parents  are  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church,  are  ver}'  prominent  in 
church  work  and  contribute  liberally  to  its  sup- 
port. 

Mr.  Dudenbostel  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity  and  has  served  as  Senior  Deacon.  In 
politics  he  has  always  been  a  stalwart  Democrat 
and  does  what  he  can  for  his  party's  interest.  He 
is  now  serving  his  third  term  as  Supervisor  of 
Bradley  Township.  In  1892  he  was  strongly  urged 
to  become  a  candidate  for  the  Legislature,  but 
declined  on  account  of  business  interests.  From 
187G  until  1880  he  served  as  Postmaster  at  Camp- 
bell Hill,  was  again  appointed  in  1884  for  a  four 
years'  term,  and  iu  1892  was  once  more  given  the 
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position  he  yet  fills.  He  has  several  times  been 
President  of  the  "^'illage  Board,  and  in  all  pub- 
lic ijositions  lias  disciiarged  his  duties  with  a 
promptness  and  fidelity  that  liave  won  him  high 
commendation.  lie  may  truly  be  called  a  self- 
made  man,  and  the  success  of  his  life  is  the  just 
reward  of  his  labors. 


W 


■^1  UDGE  JOHN  MORRISON.  A  long  resi- 
dence in  a  community  gives  to  an  individ- 
ual a  standing  that  can  scarcely  be  secured 
otherwise,  especially  if  he  has  made  for 
himself  an  iionorable  record  as  a  citizen.  Doubt- 
less no  one  in  Randolph  County  is  more  widely 
known  than  Judge  Morrison,  who  resides  on  town- 
ship 6,  range  5.  He  has  witnessed  the  develop- 
ment of  the  county  from  a  sparsely  settled  and 
uninviting  tract  of  land  to  a  communit}'  of  thriv- 
ing villages  and  fine  farms,  the  abode  of  an  intel- 
ligent and  prosperous  people.  The  Judge  is  of 
Irish  birth,  having  been  born  near  Londonderry-, 
in  1822.  His  parents  were  James  and  Jane  (Park- 
hill)  Morrison,  tlie  former  of  whom  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  an  earl3'  day  and  died  here.  At  the  age  of 
seventeen,  John  came  to  America  to  visit  his  ma- 
ternal uncles,  who  resided  in  Virginia.  He  accom- 
panied an  uncle  from  the  Old  Dominion  to  Illinois 
and  settled  near  Steeleville,  where  he  still  lives. 
He  has  but  the  kindest  of  words  to  say  of  the 
people  who  were  here  when  he  came  and  who 
were  iiospitable  and  generous,  though  tlieir  means 
were  limited.  For  a  number  of  years  he  worked 
at  anything  he  could  find  to  do,  and  for  five  years 
was  employed  on  Captain  Chaplin's  farm.  He  fin- 
ally purchased  propei  ty  in  township  6,  range  5, 
where  he  has  since  resided.  So  long  has  he  lived 
here  that  he  is  now  considered  one  of  the  land- 
marks. He  expresses  the  higliest  gratitude  to  Col. 
Gabriel  Jones,  who  bought  the  tract  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty'  acres  the  Judge  still  owns,  and 
who  had  the  deeds  made  out  to  the  latter  without 
his  knowledge. 

The  first  marriage  of  Judge  Morrison  united 
him  with  Miss  Mahala,  daughter  of  Archibald 
Steele,  a  pioneer  of  Randolph  County.     They  be- 


came tlie  parents  of  four  sons  and  four  daughters. 
Those  living  are,  Matilda,  who  married  William 
McCoy,  a  resident  of  Alma,  111.;  Jane,  the  widow 
of  .lohn  L.  Hart,  and  a  resident  of  Steeleville: 
William  A.,  who  married  Carrie  Nolte,  and  lives 
near  Rockwood;  and  Henry,  who  is  yet  single 
and  is  working  in  St.  Louis.  About  1864  Mrs. 
Mahala  Morrison  died,  and  the  Judge  remained  a 
widower  for  .many  years.  In  1876  he  married 
Mrs.  Lurana  (Simons)  Brown,  a  daughter  of  Ed- 
ward and  Eunice  (Kelly)  Simons.  Four  children 
have  blessed  this  union:  Charles  E.,  Grace  B.,  Car- 
rie B.,  and  Lawrence  !>.,  who  are  attending  the 
home  schools. 

In  religious  connections,  the  Judge  and  his  wife 
are  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
he  is  serving  as  Elder.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  Steeleville  Lodge  No.  497.  Politically,  he  has 
always  been  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  ui)on  the 
ticket  of  that  partj-  he  has  been  elected  to  numer- 
ous local  positions,  including  that  of  County  Com- 
missioner, in  which  he  has  served  for  a  number  of 
years.  His  life  has  been  distinguished  by  rare  en- 
ergy, stabilitj'  of  character  and  prompt  and  syste- 
matic business  habits,  and  he  enj03s  an  enviable 
reputation  as  a  man  of  firm  principles  and  strict 
nioralit3\ 

,^==^#P •-. 

T.  ROBINSON,  who  devotes  his  time  and 
attention  to  agricultural  pursuitsand  makes 
his  home  on  his  good  farm  on  section  33, 
Pomona  Township,  Jackson  County,  was  born  on 
the  old  homestead  February  28,  1835.  His  par- 
ents were  Urbane  E.  and  Penelope  (Biadshaw) 
Robinson,  and  were  born  in  180.5,  in  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  respective!}-.  In  1809  Mr.  Rob- 
inson came  with  his  jjarents  to  Illinois,  locating 
at  Big  Hill,  near  where  the  town  of  Grand  Tower 
now  stands.  They  are  among  the  first  settlers  of 
this  region, and  Indians  were  still  numerous  in  the 
neighborhood,  while  bears  and  other  wild  animals 
were  frequently-  seen.  The  Bradshaw  family  also 
came  to  Jackson  County  about  the  same  time  as 
the  Robinsons.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
married  in  Jackson  County-,  and  sixt}--three  years 
ago   settled    on    section    28,   Pomona   Township, 
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upon  a  tract  of  wild  land,  from  wliich  Mr.  Robin- 
son developed  a  fine  farm.  The  last  years  of  bis 
life  were  spent  in  retirement  in  Murpliysboro, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  1S88.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  I860.  In  early  life  they  were  Methodists, 
but  afterward  joined  the  Baptist  Church.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  public  affairs  and  did  much 
toward  the  upbuilding  of  the  county.  Prior  to 
the  war  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  on  the  orf^aniza- 
tion  of  the  Republican  party  joined  its  ranks.  He 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  County  Com- 
missioner, and  was  defeated  in  the  race  for  County 
Treasurer.  He  raised  a  company  for  the  Civil 
War,  but  it  was  never  mustered  in.  His  son 
John  Wesley,  now  deceased,  served  in  the  Mexi- 
can War,  and  two  sons  were  in  the  late  war.  The 
family  numbered  eight  children,  but  only  three 
are  now  living:  Franklin  T.,of  Pomona  Township, 
Jackson  County;  T.  T.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Mrs. 
Margaret  J.  Gregory,  of  East  !St.  Louis. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  childhood  of  our  subject,  which  was  quietly 
passed  on  the  old  home  farm,  where  he  remained 
until  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then  engaged  in 
milling  for  a  time,  and  later  settled  upon  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  which  he  began  to  cultivate  and  im- 
prove, transforming  it  into  rich  and  fertile  fields. 
He  has  added  to  it  from  time  to  time,  until  he 
now  owns  five  hundred  acres,  the  greater  part  of 
which  is  well  developed. 

In  1859  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Robinson  and  Mar^-  A.  Gregory,  who  was  born  in 
Jackson  County  in  June,  1840,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Isaac  and  Christina  Gregory,  who  came  from 
North  Carolina  to  southern  Illinois  iu  an  early 
day.  The}' have  two  children:  Clementine,  who 
is  now  tlie  wife  of  Henry  .Stewart,  of  Colorado, 
and  has  three  children,  and  Daisy,  at  home. 

Mr.  Robinson  manifested  his  loyalty  to  the 
Government  during  tlie  late  war  b}-  enlisting,  Au- 
gust 11,  1862,  in  Company  B,  One  Hundred  and 
Ninth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  commissioned 
Second  Lieutenant,  went  to  Columbus, Ky.,  thence 
to  Bolivor,  Tenn.,  and  served  throughout  the 
Vicksburg  campaign.  He  was  in  command  of  his 
company  in  1863,  when  the  regiment  was  consoli- 
dated with   the  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry-  and  be 


returned  home.  He  now  belongs  to  the  Grand 
Army  post  and  to  Makanda  Lodge  No.  44,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.  In  religious  belief  he  and  his  wife  are 
Baptists,  and  he  is  now  serving  as  Clerk  of  the 
church,  also  as  Trustee.  For  fourteen  years  he  was 
a  member  of  tlie  Board  of  Home  Missions,  and  was 
Trustee  of  the  Pccle  Fund.  He  has  served  as  Su- 
perintendent, and  his  wife  has  been  a  teacher  in 
the  Sunday-school.  He  takes  quite  an  active  part 
in  politics,  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  the  Democ- 
racy, and  has  frequently  been  a  delegate  to  the 
conventions  of  his  party.  He  has  served  as  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace  and  is  Chairman  of  the  present 
Board  of  County  Supervisors.  He  was  a  member 
of  one  of  the  first  boards  of  the  count}'.  In  1879  he 
was  elected  to  the  Thirt^'-lirst  General  A-ssembly 
and  served  on  the  committees  on  roads  and  bridges, 
public  buildings  and  charitable  institutions.  In 
1888  he  was  nominated  for  Congress,  but  was  de- 
feated. His  fellow-townsmen  have  manifested 
their  confidence  in  him  by  frequently  calling  hini 
to  office,  and  in  the  various  positions  he  has  filled 
he  has  ever  been  found  faithful  and  true.  He  was 
a  valiant  soldier,  an  efficient  officer,  a  progressive 
citizen,  and  well  deserves  representation  in  the 
history  of  his  native  county. 


'if?  OUIS  VOGT,  who  has  for  more  than  two  dec- 
I  (?§)  ades  been  the  owner  of  one  of  the  best  es- 
JL ^  tates  in  township  1,  ranges  9  and  10  west, 
Monroe  County,  is  classed  among  the  well-to-do 
farmers  of  his  section.  He  is  a  native  of  Prussia, 
and  was  born  November  11,  1842.  He  was  he- 
i-efl  of  both  parents  when  but  an  infant  and  was 
reared  by  his  uncle,  Frank  Jasper  Vogt,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  when  our  subject  was  but 
four  j-ears  old  and  located  in  this  county.  He 
was  a  man  of  means,  and  at  once  purchased  a  farm, 
comjjrising  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres.  He  was 
never  married,  and  his  sister,  Mary  Frances,  kept 
house  for  him.  He  died  in  1856.  Our  subject  re- 
mained on  this  farm  until  his  raarri.ige,  which  oc- 
curred when  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age. 

The   early    education  of  j'oung  Louis  was  re- 
ceived in  the   common   and  Catholic  schools,  to 
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which  faith  he  was  reared.  While  residing  with 
his  uncle  he  became  familiar  with  all  the  details 
of  farming,  anil  chose  that  vocation  as  his  life 
work.  At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  in  1867.  he  be- 
gan renting  land,  but  in  1873  was  enabled  to  pur- 
chase land  of  his  own,  which  comprised  one  hun- 
dred broad  and  fertile  acres.  He  has  since  been 
engaged  in  general  farming  and  stock-raising  to 
some  extent,  in  which  he  has  been  very  prosperous. 
Some  years  ago  he  disposed  of  ten  acres  of  his 
land,  leaving  him  at  the  present  time  one  hundred 
and  seventy  acres,  all  of  which  are  under  the  best 
state  of  cultivation. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Catherine  Janson,  a 
daughter  of  Valentine  and  Elizabeth  (Seibert) 
Janson.  To  them  were  born  nine  children,  six  of 
whom  j'et  are  living,  and  are  named:  Elizabeth, 
Louis,  Anna,  John,  Maggie  and  Edward.  Eliza- 
beth is  the  wife  of  Michael  Schaff,  and  Louis  is 
married  to  Lena  Petri.  The  children  have  all  re- 
ceived the  best  advantages  for  good  educations  in 
the  public  and  Catholic  schools.  Socially,  Mr. 
Vogt  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Kniglits  of  Illi- 
nois, and  politically  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  In 
1890  he  was  chosen  Countv  Commissioner  on  his 
ticket  and  has  since  been  re-elected.  He  also 
served  as  School  Director  and  Road  Commissioner 
of  his  township. 

^\  AMUEL  B0U8CHER.  In  giving  their 
just  dues  to  the  pioneers  of  southern  Illi- 
nois, the  pen  of  an  historian  is  needed  to 
perpetuate  their  names  and  deeds  for  pos- 
terity, who  with  the  onward  march  of  time  will 
learn  to  appr-eciate  them  at  their  full  value.  It  is 
doubtful  if  those  sturdy  characters  themselves 
realized  the  magnitude  of  the  work  they  had  be- 
gun and  the  results  which  were  to  follow.  Not 
only  did  their  labors  affect  themselves  personally, 
but  the  works  of  each  man  contributed  to  make 
a  grand  whole  in  the  development  of  a  rich  sec- 
tion of  the  country,  which  is  looked  upon  with 
pride  by  the  people  to-day.  The  fact  that  Mr. 
Bouscher  came  to  Somerset  Township  prior  to  the 


founding  of  the  city  of  Murphysboro  is  sufficient 
to  establish  him  among  the  prominent  men  of 
.Jackson  County,  and  the  further  fact  that  he  has 
labored  industriously  and  lived  worthily  forms 
for  him  one  of  the  most  enduring  monuments  that 
can  be  erected  to  man. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Henry  and  Elizabetli 
(Wright)  Bouscher,  were  natives  of  Peniisj'Ivania, 
and  were  of  German  descent.  .Samuel  was  born 
in  Somerset  Count3-,  Pa.,  February  28,  1814,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  the  Keystone  State, 
having  from  childhood  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  In  the  subscription  schools  of  the 
home  neighborhood  he  received  a  rudimentary 
education,  and  the  knowledge  there  gained  has 
since  been  supplemented  by  extensive  reading 
and  close  observation.  In  October,  1838,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Catherine  Enos,  who  was  born  in  Somerset  Coun- 
ty, that  state,  being  a  daughter  of  George  and 
Catherine  Enos.  A  large  familj'  of  children  re- 
sulted from  this  union,  of  whom  the  following 
survive:  Mar3'  A.,  wife  of  Daniel  Kimmel;  Ava  A., 
who  married  G.  G.  Will  (see  sketch  presented  on 
another  page);  William  H.;  Emma  F.,  wife  of  Ed- 
ward Whipkey;  Albina,  who  married  Joseph  Iin- 
hoff;  and  Alpheretta,  wife  of  D.  Bradley. 

In  1839,  accompanied  by  his  famil3',  Mr.  Bou- 
scher came  to  Illinois,  and  two  j^ears  later  he  set- 
tled upon  his  present  farm.  After  building  a  log 
cabin  he  commenced  the  work  of  clearing  the  land, 
which  he  developed  until  it  was  under  excellent 
cultivation.  He  now  owns  a  valuable  farm  con- 
sisting of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  underlaid 
with  coal;  also  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  in 
Levan  Township,  and  one  hundred  acres  on  Cedar 
Creek.  As  an  agriculturist  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, and  his  energy  and  judicious  management 
have  aided  him  in  the  accumulation  of  his  prop- 
erty. 

In  his  religious  belief,  Mr.  Bouscher  is  identified 
with  the  Lutheran  Church,  in  all  the  good  works 
of  which  he  is  an  active  worker.  He  was  deeply 
bereaved  when,  on  the  18th  of  February,  1882, 
his  wife  was  called  from  earth.  During  all  the 
years  of  their  wedded  life,  she  was  his  helpmate 
and  devoted  counselor,  and    in  her    demise    the 
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family   suffered   a  deep  loss.     As  a  citizen,   Mr. 

Houselier  lias  ever  favored  all  public-spirited  ineas- 
iires,  and  perhaps  no  resident  of  Somerset  Town- 
ship has  contrihuled  more  lil)crally  to  its  develop- 
ment than  has  he.  In  politics  Mr.  Houscher  is  a 
standi  Hepnhlican. 

lip^IlAIsCLS  MOORE,  wiio  carries  on  general 
jlp^gi;  farming  in  Randolph  County-,  owns  and 
ii\  operates  two  hundred  and  tliirty  acres  of 
good  land.  He  was  born  in  County  Monaghan, 
Ireland,  in  18159,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Mar- 
garet (Dunn)  Moore,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
same  county.  The  fatiier  was  born  in  1.S12,  and 
in  1838  married  Miss  Dunn,  by  whom  he  had  two 
children,  P'rancisand  Eliza  .lane.  The  latter  mar- 
ried .If)hii  S.  Clcndening,  and  they  had  two  chil- 
dren, William  James  and  Anna  Jane.  After  the 
death  of  her  first  husband.  Eliza  married  John 
Beatty,  of  Sparta.  In  181 1  William  Moore  crossed 
the  Atlantic  with  bis  family,  arriving  at  Chester 
in  February-.  He  made  a  settlement  near  Evans- 
ville,  111.,  where  he  spent  his  remaining  days,  his 
death  occurring  in  1844.  By  occupation  he  wasa 
farmer. 

Our  subject  was  only  two  ^ears  old  when 
brought  b}-  his  (larents  to  the  New  World.  He 
remained  at  home  until  twenty-two  >-ears  of  age, 
and  in  the  public  and  subscription  schools  ac- 
quired his  education.  On  leaving  home  he  set- 
tled on  Lively  Prairie,  and  still  owns  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  tliere.  He  continued 
to  make  it  his  home  until  1881,  when  he  removed 
to  his  ]Mesent  farm,  which  now  comprises  two 
hundred  and  thirty  acres  of  valuable  land,  all  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation  with  the  exception 
of  ten  acres.  Up<m  the  place  are  a  good  residence 
and  outbuildings,  together  with  all  the  accessories 
of  a  model  farm.  Mr.  Moore  raises  a  good  grade 
of  stock,  in  fact  there  is  nothing  inferior  upon 
the  farm,  which  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appearance 
and  indicates  to  the  passer-by  the  supervision  of  a 
practical  and  i)rogressive  owner. 

Mr.  Moore  has  been  twice  married.  He  first 
wedded  Sarah  Jane  Boyd,  a  native  of  Randolph 


County',  who  died  in  1863.  She  was  a  member  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  C-hurch  of  Springfield. 
In  1865,  Mary  J.  Adair  became  his  wife.  She  is 
also  a  native  of  this  county,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Rebecca  (Taggart)  Adair,  who  were 
natives  of  .South  Carolina.  Hir  father  served  as 
a  Major  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  In  the  Moore 
family  are  five  children:  William  B.,  at  home;  Mrs. 
Rebecca  A.  Temple;  James  I).,  at  home;  Fiancis  C, 
who  married  Minnie  Perkins,  by  whom  he  has  one 
child,  Carroll  L.;  and  Margaret  E.,  at  home. 

In  his  political  alliliations,  Mr.  Moore  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  for  two  terms  he  has  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace.  Both  he  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  United  Presbyterian  Church  of  Springfield, 
in  which  he  serves  as  Deacon.  He  is  also  serving 
as  Trustee  with  the  Sparta  congregation.  This 
worthy  couple  are  widely  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  community,  and  have  a  large 
circle  of  friends,  who  hold  them  in  high  esteem  on 
account  of  their  many  excellencies  of  character. 


i@^tl 


11^^ 


\!^OBERT  ROBERTSON.  This  venerable  gen- 
\L0^'  tleman,  though  born  across  the  water  in 
/Ai  \\\  Renfrewshire,  Scotlan<l,  was  an  early  sct- 
^^^tlerof  Randolph  County,  and  the  tiact  of 
land  on  section  29,  township  1,  range  5,  where  he 
located  in  1849,  he  has  ever  since  made  his  home. 
He  is  now  enjoying  its  peaceful  comfort  in  retire- 
ment from  the  hard  labor  of  his  early  years,  bv 
which  he  developed  one  of  the  line  farms  for 
which  this  locality  is  noted. 

The  parents  of  oursubject,  William  and  Jeanetle 
(McCurdy)  Robertson,  lived  and  died  in  the  old 
countiy.  They  reared  a  family  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  James,  who  is  living  in  Australia,  and 
our  subject  are  the  only  members  living.  The 
father  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  with  his  wife 
was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Established  Church 
in  Scotland.  Robert  grew  to  man's  estate  in  his 
native  country',  where  he  received  a  common- 
school  education  and  learned  the  trade  of  a  car- 
penter and  joiner,  which  he  followed  for  some 
time  in  Paisley.  When  read}-  to  establish  a  home 
of  his  own,  he  was  married,  November  11,  1844,  to 
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Miss  Jane  Duucan,  a  native  of  Scotland,  where  her 
birth  occurred  iu  1826.  She  is  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Isabella  (McFee)  Duncan,  both  of  whom 
departed  this  life  in  the  Old  Countrj-.  Mrs.  Rob- 
ertson is  the  eldest  of  five  children,  and  besides 
iier  brother  Daniel,  who  lives  in  New  Zealand,  is 
tlie  only  one  living.  Her  father  was  a  member  of 
the  Gielic  Church,  while  her  mother  was  of  the  Old 
Light  Covenanter  faith. 

Prior  to  making  a  permanent  location  in  the 
New  World,  our  subject  came  on  a  prospecting 
tour  in  1841,  and  returning  home  a  few  months 
later,  remained  until  the  spring  of  1849,  when  he 
emigrated  with  his  family-,  landing  in  America 
July  9.  His  brother,  who  had  previously  come  to 
this  country,  was  living  in  township  4,  range  5, 
of  this  county,  and  hither  our  subject  came.  He 
resided  upon  a  portion  of  his  land  until  1852, 
since  which  time  he  has  lived  on  his  present  farm 
on  section  29.  When  locating  here  the  property 
included  onl}'  eighty  acres,  all  in  a  primitive  con- 
dition, and  many  were  the  privations  and  hard- 
ships he  and  his  family  were  called  upon  to  endure 
before  he  had  subdued  the  soil  and  brought  it  to  a 
high  state  of  cultivation,  making  the  various  im- 
provements that  have  so  greatly  increased  its 
value.  He  now  has  two  hundred  and  sixt^'-five 
broad  acres,  all  under  tlie  plow  with  the  exception 
of  a  small  tract. 

Of  the  family  of  eight  children  born  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Robertson  only  five  are  living,  of  whom  we 
make  the  following  mention:  Isabella  married 
John  T.  Finlev,  and  resides  in  Washington  Coun- 
ty, this  state;  William,  Janet,  Agnes  and  John  W. 
live  at  home.  The  youngest  son  completed  his 
studies  in  the  Spnrta  High  School,  and  in  1889  was 
graduated  from  the  Beaumont  Medical  College,  at 
St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  is  now  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession  in  Tilden,  this  county. 

Mr.  and  Mis.  Robertson  are  influential  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Sparta.  Our  sub- 
ject, who  in  early  life  was  a  Republican,  now  votes 
the  Prohibition  ticket.  He  has  been  School  Di- 
rector in  his  district,  and  at  all  times  has  done  his 
part  in  furthering  the  best  interests  of  his  town- 
ship. He  has  in  his  possession  an  old  clock,  eight 
feet  high,  which  is  one  hundred  and    ninety  3'ears 


old  and  has  been  in  the  family  during  that  entire 
period.  Besides  his  fine  farm  he  is  a  stockholder 
in  the  creamer3'  at  Sparta  and  is  a  man  of  untiring 
energy,  being  classed  among  the  best  citizens  of 
Randolph  Count}'.  After  an  absence  of  thirty 
years,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  visited  their  old 
home  in  Scotland,  where  they  renewed  their  ac- 
quaintance with  man}'  friends  of  their  jounger 
years. 


<^  I^ILLIAM  MOULIC,  proprietor  of  a  drug 
\/\//l  *''0'"*^  '"  Perc}',  and  an  enterprising  and 
W^  successful  business  man,  was  born  in 
Thornton,  Cook  County,  III.,  February  11,  1859, 
and  is  one  of  five  cliildren,  whose  parents  were 
Vensel  and  Mary  Moulic.  The  father  was  born  in 
Bohemia,  and  there  resided  until  thirty-five  3'ears 
of  age,  when  he  came  to  America  with  his  family. 
This  was  in  1854.  He  was  a  gunsmith  by  trade 
and  followed  that  occupation  for  a  number  of 
years.  Removing  from  Cook  County  to  Chester, 
III.,  in  the  year  1860,  he  there  plied  his  trade  until 
after  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1868,  when  he  re- 
moved to  a  farm  in  Jackson  County,  wliere  his 
death  occurred  in  March,  1872. 

In  early  life  the  subject  of  this  sketch  attended 
school  in  Chester,  but  at  the  tender  age  of  eight 
began  earning  his  own  livelihood,  for  his  father 
was  in  veiy  limited  circumstances.  He  went  to 
live  with  a  farmer  near  Rock  wood.  111.,  and  was 
employed  as  a  farm  hand  until  sixteen  years  of 
age,  receiving  for  his  services  his  board  and  clothes. 
At  that  time  he  was  given  iSlO  per  month,  and  in- 
stead of  attending  the  social  gatherings  wliich  are 
usually  the  resort  of  3'oung  people,  he  borrowed 
books  and  spent  his  leisure  hours  in  study.  On 
the  expiration  of  three  years  he  had  saved  about 
$500.  His  idea  was  to  make  a  physician  of  him- 
self, and  when  he  had  accumulated  S  1,000  to  enter 
the  University  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  and  complete 
a  course  of  stud}'  in  that  school.  About  this  time, 
however,  he  was  greatly  surprised  to  receive  an 
offer  from  J.  M.  Malone  to  enter  his  drug  store  in 
.Steelcville,  III.,  as  a  clerk.  Mr.  Moulic  concluded 
to  accept  the  offer,  and  spent  two  3'ears  in  learning 
the  drug  business,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period 
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he  bought  out  the  drug  store,  which  he  is  still  cany- 
iiig  on  in  Percy. 

In  181i0,  Mr.  Moulic  was  married  to  Ennua  Begge- 
man,  a  daughter  of  P'rilz  and  Mary  (Jay)  Beggo- 
nian.  By  their  marriage  has  been  born  one  son, 
William  Edison.  Tlie  parents  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  in  which  our  subject  hasserved 
as  Steward,  and  in  church  and  benevolent  work 
they  take  an  active  part,  doing  all  in  their  power 
to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  community. 

Socially,  Mr.  Moulic  is  connected  with  Chester 
Lodge  No.  57,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  has  filled  all  of  its  chairs 
and  is  now  serving  as  Past  Grand.  In  jjolitics  he 
is  a  stalwart  Republican,  enthusiastic  in  support  of 
the  party's  principles.  He  h.as  served  as  Trustee  cif 
Percy,  and  is  at  present  holding  theofliceof  Police 
Magistrate.  For  eleven  years  he  has  been  Post- 
m.ister  of  the  town,  and  is  now  tilling  the  position 
of  Notar}'  Public  in  a  creditable  and  acceptable 
manner.  He  is  true  to  every  trust,  whether  public 
or  private,  and  has  won  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations 
have  brought  him  in  contact.  In  connection  with 
his  drug  stock,  Mr.  Moulic  also  carries  a  line  of 
groceries,  and  is  now  doing  a  good  business  in  both 
lines.  He  has  a  large  trade,  the  result  of  his  fair 
and  honest  dealing  and  courteous  treatment.  He 
may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man,  for  he  started 
out  in  life  empty-handed,  and  by  well  directed 
efforts  has  won  fine  success. 


OHN  Q.   A.  MSBET.     This    name   will   be 


recognized    as  that  of    one  of   the  leading 


I 

-^1  business  men  of  Randolph  County,  who  is 
'f^//  probably  better  known  than  any  other  man 
within  its  bounds.  He  is  one  of  those  men  whose 
energ3'  and  talents  allow  of  their  eng.iging  in  va- 
rious branches  of  business  with  success.  He  is  the 
present  banker  of  Coulterville,  where  he  is  resid- 
ing, and  is  .Secretary,  Treasurer  and  (Jeneral  Man- 
ager of  the  Coulterville  Flour  Mills.  He  also  owns 
anil  carries  on  the  only  livery  stable  in  the  village, 
and  IS  the  proprietor  of  a  valuable  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  five  acres  located  near  Sparta. 

The  father  of  our  subject,   Robert  Nisbet,  was 


born  in  Tennessee,  April  9,  1809,  and  was  the  son 

of  Samuel  Xisl)et,  a  native  of  Ireland,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1782.  The  maternal  grandmother 
of  our  subject,  Mrs.  Nanc>  (Morris)  Nisbet,  was 
married  in  180.5,  and  accompanied  her  husband  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  on  his  removal  to  Tennessee, 
where  they  remained  until  1819.  That  year  they 
came  to  Illinois,  where  the  grandfather  entered 
a  tract  of  land  on  section  9,  township  o,  range  5, 
Randolph  County,  at  a  time  when  neighbors  were 
few  and  far  between.  Here  he  followed  farming 
and  resided  until  his  decease  in  1874.  His  good 
wife,  who  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  ])receded 
him  to  the  better  land  by  many  years. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  January  .31, 
1820,  in  Tennessee  and  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Sarah  Adams.  She  was  married  to  Robert  Nisbet 
after  coming  to  liaudolph  County,  and  the  young 
couple  located  on  the  farm  on  section  9,  which 
joined  the  estate  of  Samuel  Nisbet.  Thc^Miad  five 
children  who  grew  to  mature  years.  Sally,  now 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Craig;  J.  Q.  A.,  of  this  sketch;  Melissa, 
Mrs.  Adams;  Edward  F.;  and  Carrie,  the  wife  of 
James  Livingston.  The  mother  of  this  family  died 
July  8,  1873. 

The  father  of  our  subject  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried previous  to  his  union  with  Miss  Adams,  and 
b}'  his  first  union  were  born  two  children,  John 
Watson,  of  Sparta,  and  Hugh  B.  By  his  second 
marriage  he  also  became  the  father  of  two  chil- 
dren, one  who  died  in  infancy  and  a  son,  James. 
The  latter  was  Captain  of  Company  K,  F"ifth  Illi- 
nois Cavalry,  during  the  late  war,  and  died  while 
in  the  service.  The  father  of  our  subject,  who 
was  also  a  Union  soldier,  enlisted  at  the  organiza- 
tion of  Company  I,  Forty-ninth  Illnois  Infantry, 
and  was  mustered  into  the  service  September  13, 
1861.  He  entered  the  army  as  a  private,  was  soon 
promoted  to  Sergeant,  and  died  December  23, 1864, 
from  the  effects  of  wounds  received  in  front  of 
Nashville,  Tenn.  His  remains  were  brought  home 
and  lie  buried  in  the  old  Sparta  Cemetery.  With 
his  wife  he  was  a  member  of  the  United  Presbyte- 
rian Church. 

John  CJ.  A.  Nisbet  was  born  Febiuar\'  18,  1844, 
on  the  old  homestead  on  section  9,  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  this  county,  receiving  his  primary  ed 
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ucation  in  the  district  scbools  and  completed  his 
studies  in  tlie  Sparta  Academy.  He  then  taught 
school,  and  continued  to  reside  upon  the  home  farm 
until  his  marriage  to  Miss  Ida  Emma  l)e  Muth,  in 
1869.  Mrs.  Nisbet  was  born  in  Ohio,  October  26, 
1849,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  bore  him 
two  children,  Harry  and  Kate.  She  departed  this 
life  May  24,  1882. 

The  following  extract  is  taken  from  the  obituary 
notice  of  Mrs.  Ida  Nisbet,  ])ublished  in  the  Coul- 
tervillo  paper:  "She  was  born  in  the  quiet  little 
village  of  (Jnadenliutten,  Tuscarawas  County, 
Ohio,  and  in  the  cemetery  at  tliat  place  her  mollier 
lies  butied,  having  died  when  Ida  was  twelve  years 
old.  After  the  decease  of  her  mother,  Mrs.  Ivisbet 
removed  with  lier  father  to  Martinsburg,  Ohio,  and 
in  1867  came  to  Illinois.  She  was  a  verj-  hand- 
some and  finel}-  educated  lady  and  made  friends 
with  ever3'  one  she  met.  She  died  from  a  very 
severe  attack  of  neuralgia,  after  fourteen  days  of 
intense  suffering." 

Mr.  Nisbet  came  to  Coulterville  in  June,  1870, 
and  launched  out  into  the  mercantile  business,  in 
which  he  continued  for  ten  years.  He  then  pur- 
chased a  half-interest  in  the  coal  mine  in  this 
place,  and  disposing  of  his  sliare  six  years  later,  he 
soon  afterward  opened  a  banking  establishment, 
which  is  the  onl}'  financial  institution  in  the  vil- 
lage. As  stated  in  the  opening  paragraph,  lie  is 
engaged  in  various  enterprises  and  is  manager  of 
the  flouring  mills,  whicli  were  put  in  operation 
November  10,  1890.  They  are  equipped  with  a 
full  roller  system  and  have  a  capacity  for  turning 
out  seveuty-five  barrels  of  the  best  flour  daily. 
They  find  a  market  for  their  product  in  St.  Louis, 
Knoxville,  Atlanta,  and  other  points  in  the  south. 
Mr.  Nisbet  is  also  interested  in  real  estate,  and  in 
investing  his  money  in  this  manner  is  always  sure 
to  reap  a  good  profit. 

December  26,  1883,  our  subject  married  Miss 
Katie,  the  only  daughter  of  Michael  Adami.  Mrs. 
Nisbet  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  besides  hav- 
ing a  good  collegiate  education,  has  received 
thorough  musical  instruction.  She  has  become  the 
mother  of  one  child,  a  daughter,  Erma.  Our  sub- 
ject is  a  member  of  llie  United  Presbyterian 
Church.     In    polities  he  has  been  a  life-long  Re- 


publican. He  has  served  as  Treasurer  of  his  town- 
ship for  many  years,  has  been  President  of  the 
village  for  two  terms,  and  served  on  the  Board  of 
Aldermen  for  a  long  time.  He  is  interested  in 
school  affairs  and  has  given  entire  satisfaction  as  a 
Director. 

^^P • 

^W,  H.  BOST  IS  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
V@/lJ||    Vergennes  Township,  and  although  young 

///  14  in  years,  he  is  numbered  among  tiie  most 
<^  substantial   and   prosperous  agriculturists 

of  Jackson  County.  He  is  descended  from  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected  families  of 
tills  community,  his  father  being  AV\  A.  Bost.  who 
removed  to  southern  Illinois  in  1853,  and  first  lo- 
cated on  Nine  Mile  Prairie,  in  Perry  County,  where 
he  purchased  a  farm.  Subsequently,  he  erected 
and  carried  on  a  flouring  mill  in  De  Soto.  He  was 
twice  married,  his  first  wife  dying  two  3'ears  after 
their  marriage.  His  second  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Amanda  Crews. 

A.  H.  Bost  was  born  in  De  Soto  July  26,  1868. 
Under  the  parental  roof  he  was  reared  to  manhood, 
and  in  the  public  schools  acquired  his  education. 
No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
his  boyhood.  After  he  had  attained  his  majority, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie 
Schroder,  daughter  of  J.  M.  Schroder,  a  resident 
of  Murphysboro.  By  their  union  has  been  born 
one  child,  a  daughter,  Edith. 

Mr.  Bost  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm,  comprising 
one  hundred  and  thirty-six  acres  of  valuable  land, 
on  which  abundant  crops  are  growing.  He  is  also 
extensively  engaged  in  stock-raising,  in  fact  it  is 
the  main  part  of  his  business.  He  makes  a  spe- 
cialty of  breeding  Harabletonian  horses,  wliicli  have 
a  fine  pedigree  and  make  good  records.  He  has 
some  fine  Hambletonian  stallions  at  his  stables  in 
Vergennes.  He  also  raises  thorough-bred  Poland- 
China  hogs,  and  makes  extensive  shipments  of 
them  to  markets  far  and  near.  Upon  his  farm  he 
now  has  a  boarding  stable  for  fine  horses.  Mr. 
Bost  thoroughly  understands  his  business,  and  al- 
though yet  a  3'ouug  man,  he  has  met  with  excel- 
lent success  in  life,  for  he  is  industrious  and  enter- 
prising and   makes  the   most  of  his  opportunities. 


RESIDENCE   OF  W.  J  .  WALKER  ,  5EC.  25  ,T.  6.   R..  2.,  PERRY    CO.,  ILL. 
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y WILLIAM  .1.  \VALKKU,a  well  known  t:iini( 
'I    residing  on  section  25,  tovvn.sliip  6,  rant 
„  ^       2,  of  PeiT}'  County,  was  i)orn  iti  this  con 


He  has  a  wide  circle  of  friends)  and  acqaintances 
in  this  community,  where  lie  lias  always  lived,  and 
his  excellencies  of  character  are  recownizeti  by  his 
fellow-townsmen.  The  best  interests  of  the  com- 
nHiiiilv  liiui  in  him  a  friend,  and  he  is  a  valued 
citizen. 

(V,       ))-;ILLIAM  .1.  WA LKKU, a  well  known  farmer 

ige 
is  com- 
munity, August  24,  1831.  His  father,  Jeremiah 
Walker,  was  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Perry 
County.  He  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ky., 
and  there  married  Martha  Thompson,  daughter  of 
James  Thompson.  In  his  native  state  he  fol- 
lowed farming.  In  company  with  his  father-in- 
law,  George  Martin,  John  Hansford  and  Samuel 
Brannon,  he  came  to  Perry  County,  and  sijent  the 
first  winter  in  Pinckneyville.  In  tlies|)ring  he  lo- 
cated a  claim  of  forty  acres  of  Government  land, 
and  afterward  entered  other  tracts,  until  he  had 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  Four  Jlile 
Prairie.  There  he  developed  a  tine  farm,  upon 
which  he  made  his  home  until  his  death.  He  was 
a  inemher  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  first  church  ever 
l)uilt  on  Four  Mile  Prairie.  He  was  also  one  of 
the  honored  pioneers  of  the  community,  and  took 
a  prominent  part  in  public  affaire.  In  the  family 
were  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years,  while  four  are  yet  living:  Mrs.  Martha  Jane 
Walker,  of  Piatt  Station;  Cassandra,  widow  of 
F"rank  Hester,  and  a  resident  of  Perry  Count\';  and 
Simeon,  who  lives  at  Piatt  Station. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  William  J.  Walker  was 
reared,  and  the  subscription  schools  of  the  early 
days  afforded  him  his  educational  privileges.  With 
the  exception  of  one  summer  spent  in  Minnesota, 
in  the  emplo3'  of  the  Indian  department,  he  has 
always  lived  within  six  miles  of  the  old  place.  He 
married  Noveuiber  7,  1857,  Miss  Keziah,  daughter 
of  Joseph  A.  Taylor,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  who 
came  with  his  parents  to  Illinois  when  six  months 
old.     The  family  settled    in   Kaskaskia,  afterward 


went  to  Mississippi,  but  Mrs.  Walker's  father  re- 
turned to  Illinois, and  locating  in  Jackson  County, 
married  Kditli  I'y'c.  He  afterward  removed  to  a 
farm  a  short  distance  from  the  Walker  homestead, 
where  he  entered  land.  Subsequently  he  returned  to 
Mississippi  nn(i  purchased  the  home  of  his  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Taylor  had  twelve  children,  of  whom 
ten  grew  to  adult  age,  but  only  six  are  now  living: 
Sarah,  widow  of  Patrick  Vancil;  Rebecca  Jane, 
wife  of  William  Davis,  of  Jackson  County;  Mrs. 
Walker;  Electa,  widow  of  John  Byers;  Pha'be, 
wife  of  1.3111311  Pyle;  and  (iiles,  who  lives  in  Law- 
rence County,  Mo. 

In  1864  Mr.  Walker  was  called  upon  to  mourn  the 
loss  of  his  wife,  who  die<l  on  the  2d  of  May.  Tlie^' 
had  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  yet  living: 
Naomi,  wife  of  R.  G.  Rees,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
of  Idaho;  and  Joseph  T.,  at  home.  John  W.  died  at 
the  age  of  eight  months.  Mr.  Walker  was  married 
August  15,  1864,  to  Elizabeth  Taylor,  sister  of  his 
first  wife,  and  to  them  were  born  nine  children,  of 
whom  seven  are  yet  living:  Peter  H., a  resident  of 
Du  Quoin;  Mary  L.,  at  home;  Solomon  T.;  Will- 
iam N.,  who  is  living  in  Newton  County-,  Mo.; 
Hiram  A.,  a  student  in  Union  College;  Roscoe  C. 
and  Blanche  E.  Martha  died  at  the  age  of  eigh- 
teen months,  and  another  child  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Walker  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  four 
hundred  and  fifteen  acres,  and  at  one  time  owned 
six  hundred  acres,  but  h.as  given  some  to  his  sons. 
The  land  is  highly  cultivated  with  the  exception 
of  forty  acres  of  timber,  and  the  improvements 
upon  it  are  in  keeping  with  those  of  a  model  farm. 
His  present  residence  was  erected  in  1890.  His 
farm  work  was  interrupted  on  the  15th  of  August. 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Comi)any  A, Thirty-first 
Illinois  Infantry,  on  President  Lincoln's  call  for 
three  hundred  thousand  volunteers.  He  became 
Corporal  of  the  company,  but  was  discharged  De- 
cember 27,  18(J1,  for  he  lost  an  arm  at  the  battle 
of  Belmont  on  the  7th  of  November.  In  |)olitics 
he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  has  held  theollices 
of  County  Commissioner  and  other  ollicial  posi- 
tions. He  is  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  as  is  his  wife.  Socially,  he  belongs  to 
Brookings  Post  No.  106,  of  Du  Quoin,  and  has 
been  its  Vice-Commander.     He  is  a  man  of  sterling 


470 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


worth,  a  valued  citizen  of  the  community,  and  has 
the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been 
brought  in  contact. 


-1^ 


*  le^lLLlAM  J.  CK; 
taJ//  ful  agriculturis 
\^/^      have  contribute 


^^ILTJAM  J.  CRAKi.  Among  the  success- 
rists  and  stock-raisers  who 
ited  inateriallv  to  the  culti- 
vation and  development  of  township  7,  range  6, 
Randolpli  County,  we  may  well  mention  the  name 
of  William  J.  Craig,  for  no  one  is  belter  known  for 
industry  and  devotion  to  duty,  as  well  as  for  the 
intelligent  management  of  affairs,  than  he. 

A  native  of  Glasgow,  Scotland,  our  subject  was 
born  July  9.  1838,  his  parents  being  .lolin  and 
Sarah  Craig.  The  father  was  also  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, and  lived  there  until  1840,  whtn  he  emi- 
grated to  America  with  his  family'  and  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Randolph  County,  the  same  on  which 
our  subject  yet  resides.  The  country  at  that  time 
was  one  vast  wilderness,  and  the  family  endured 
the  hardships  and  privations  of  pioneer  life.  The 
father  died  of  cholera  in  1849,  just  after  his  re- 
turn from  a  visit  to  his  mother  in  Scotland.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  bore  her  husband  twelve 
children,  of  whom  William  ,1.  is  the  youngest, 
and  all  are  deceased  wuh  the  exception  of  him- 
self, his  sister  Sarah,  who  manied  Arthur  Mc- 
Kenny,  and  lives  in  Chester;  Eliza,  who  is  the 
wife  of  Andrew  Douglas  and  makes  her  home  in 
this  county;  Jane,  the  wife  of  William  McAdam, 
of  Chester;  and  Mary,  who  married  John  Fleming, 
of  this  county. 

Our  subject  attended  the  common  district  schools 
in  his  youth  and  aided  his  father  in  his  farm 
work,  gaining  a  good  insight  into  the  duties  of 
agriculture.  When  he  was  three  years  old  his 
mother  died,  and  his  father  died  eight  years 
later,  throwing  him  on  the  care  of  his  brothers 
and  sisters,  but  when  fifteen  years  old  he  hired 
out  as  a  farm  hand.  At  this  he  continued  until 
reaching  his  majority,  when  he  took  charge  of  the 
old  homestead  and  conducted  agriculture  pros- 
perously until  1864.  At  this  date  he  was  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Tenth  Illinois  Infantry,  in  defense 
of  the  Union  cause,  and  was  mustered  in  at  Quincy, 


111.,  under  Colonel  Morgan.  His  first  engagement 
was  at  Kenesaw  Mountain,  and  he  afterward  partic- 
ipated in  many  of  the  important  struggles  of  the 
war.  Ho  was  in  active  service  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two  months,  when  he  lay  in  the  hospital 
at  New  Albany,  Ind.,  until  July,  18G.5,  the  date  of 
his  honorable  discharge  at  Chicago,  III. 

On  his  return  from  the  war,  Mr.  Craig  again 
took  up  farming  as  his  life  work,  and  since  that 
time  has  given  his  entire  attention  to  his  chosen 
occupation.  On  this  estate  is  to  be  found  some 
fine  blooded  stock.  Neat  and  substantial  build- 
ings have  been  erected,  and  his  residence  is  one 
of  convenience  and  comfort.  Tlie  farm,  taken 
as  a  whole,  is  one  of  the  finest  and  most  attrac- 
tive in  southern  Illinois.  From  time  lo  time  Mr. 
Craig  has  added  land  to  the  original  acreage  until 
three  hundred  and  seventj'-five  acres  are  com- 
prised in  this  splendid  estate. 

August  22,  1866,  Mr.  Craig  and  Miss  Louisa, 
daughter  of  John  and  Louisa  (Cale)  Snyder,  were 
united  in  marriage.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snjder  emi- 
grated from  German  town.  Pa.,  to  St.  Louis  in 
1849,  and  there  the  mother  died.  Mrs.  Craig  is 
the  youngest  of  ten  children,  and  all  her  brothers 
and  sisters  are  deceased  except  Kate,  the  wife  of 
O.  L.  Burdick,  who  lives  in  Florida;  Rebecca,  the 
wife  of  John  Foye,  of  Boston.  Mass.;  and  William, 
a  resident  of  Pittsburg,  Pa. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  thirteen 
children  were  born,  six  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Those  living  are,  Albert  E.,  William  C,  Cora 
May.  Maggie  Belle,  Sarah  Louisa,  Nellie  McKenzie, 
and  Gilmer  John,  all  of  whom  are  yet  with  their 
parents.  The  parents  of  this  large  family  are  de- 
voted members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr. 
Craig  always  casts  his  vole  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  has  never  been  desirous  of  public  office, 
being  content  to  do  his  duty  as  a  loyal  citizen  at 
the  polls.  In  1871  Mr.  Craig  visited  his  birth- 
place in  Scotland. 


,^r^I10MAS  R.  STEWART.  Among  the  success- 
ir('W\,  ^"'  f'?i''L'ulturists  who  have  contributed 
'S^^'  materially  to  the  cultivation  and  develop- 
ment of  township  7,  Randolph  County,  we  may 
well   mention    the   name  just  given,  for  none  are 
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better  known  for  industry  and  devotion  to  duty, 
as  well  as  for  tl»€  intelligent  management  of  his 
affairs,  tlian  Thomas  R.  Stewart.  He  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  this  county  all  his  life,  being  born  in  Ches- 
ter Precinct,  April  25,  1841.  The  Stewarts  are  of 
Scotch  descent. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Stewart,  was 
born  in  Ilainillon  County,  Ohio,  and  came  to  the 
Prairie  Slate  when  a  young  man.  He  married  Miss 
Nancy,  daughter  of  I.ott  and  Johanna  ( Hay)  Doug- 
las, who  were  natives  of  Scotland,  and  their  union 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children,  all  of  whom 
are  deceased  with  the  exception  of  our  subject 
and  his  sister  Johanna.  The  latter  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Rupert  and  makes  her  home  in  Chester 
Precinct. 

When  a  lad  of  nine  j'ears,  Thomas  R.,  of  this 
sketch,  was  deprived  of  the  care  of  his  father,  and 
he  continued  to  aid  his  mother  in  carrying  on 
the  home  farm,  thus  supporting  the  family  until 
reaching  his  seventeenth  year.  At  that  time  he 
went  to  work  for  his  uncle,  Adam  Douglas,  who 
lived  in  this  township,  and  while  there  was  per- 
mitted to  attend  school  during  tiie  winter  season 
for  three  years.  When  twenty  years  of  age,  he  was 
ver}-  desirous  of  doing  what  he  could  toward  pre- 
serving the  union  of  the  states  and  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany 1,  Tenth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Cairo,  under  Col.  James  D.Morgan. 
He  was  engaged  in  many  hard  fought  battles  of 
that  period  and  wasjjresent  at  Shiloli  and  Corinth. 
He  was  with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea,  and 
when  mustered  out  of  service,  in  July,  1865,  had 
been  promoted  to  be  .Sergeant. 

After  the  close  of  hostilities  Mr.  Stewart  returned 
to  his  home  in  this  county,  and  engaged  to  work 
on  the  farm  of  Isaac  Russ,  b^'  whom  he  was  em- 
ployed for  three  3'ears.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  purchased  property  of  his  own,  and  has  since 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  in  which  he  has  been 
more  than  ordinarily  successful.  He  has  been  iden- 
tified with  the  advancement  of  his  home  interests 
for  many  years,  and,  widely  known,  is  highly  es- 
teemed for  his  business  ability  and  sterling  integ- 
rity of  character. 

In  .May,  1867,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Debby,  daughter  of  Levi  Moore,  and  of  their  union 


five  children  have  been  born.  Clara,  who  married 
D.  Lorton,  makes  her  home  in  Fayette  County,  this 
state:  AV^illiam  T.  resides  with  his  parents;  Mayetta 
is  a  type-writer  in  St.  Louis;  Levi  is  at  home,  and 
Eva  is  engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Williamson 
County,  this  state.  Mrs.  Debby  Stewart  died  Sep- 
tember 27,  1876,  and  the  lady  to  whom  our  subject 
was  married  October  23, 1879,  w.as  Miss  Reky  Zang. 
To  them  have  been  born  seven  children,  of  whom 
Vii-gil  K.,  Robert  T.,  Aaron  Z.  (i.,  Blanchard,  Em- 
milt  E.  and  Olis  L.  are  living. 

A  prominent  Grand  Army  man, our  subject  is  a 
member  of  Swanwick  Post  No.  212  at  Chester,  and 
until  1892  was  a  strong  Republican  in  politics.  He 
is  now  rather  conservative,  and  henceforth  will 
vote  for  the  best  man  regardless  of  part}'. 

RATHER  JAMES  ECKERLE,  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative and  leading  citizens  of  Madon. 
J[\  naville,  claims  Oermany  as  the  land  of  his 

birth,  which  occurred  on  the  28th  of  July,  1852. 
His  parents,  Philip  and  Margaret  (Leibrecht) 
Eckerle,  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  by 
Ihoir  union  were  born  three  children,  two  of  whom 
are  yet  living,  James  and  Stephen.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  followed  tiiat  pursuit 
in  his  native  land  until  1866,  when  with  liisfamil}' 
he  emigrated  to  the  New  World  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  Milwaukee,  Wis.,  where  he  worked  as 
a  farm  hand.  He  afterward  lived  with  our  subject. 
In  politics  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic 
party.  His  death  occurred  near  New  Design  at 
the  age  of  seventy-one  3ears.  His  wife  also  died 
near  New  Design  when  sixty-two  years  of  age. 
She  wa.s  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

Mr.  Eckerle  began  his  education  in  Germany, 
where  he  attended  school  until  fourteen  years  of 
age,  when  with  his  parents  he  came  to  America. 
When  a  youth  of  fifteen,  he  became  a  student  in 
St.  Francis  College,  which  is  located  near  Milwau- 
kee. For  a  period  of  nine  years,  he  pursued  his 
studies  in  that  institution,  and  was  then  graduated 
therefrom,  successfully  p.assiDg  the  examinations. 
He  ranked  among  the  best  in  the  class  and  com- 
pleted the  course  with  honor. 

Mr.  Eckerle  was  then  made  a  priest  of  the  Cath- 
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olic  Church,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  he  was 
called  to  the  pastorale  of  the  Catholic  Church  in 
Centralia,  111.,  where  he  remained  for  five  3'ears. 
Ou  the  expiration  of  tliat  period  he  removed  to 
New  Design,  Monroe  County,  becoming  pastor  of 
the  Catholic  Cliurch  of  that  place,  where  he  con- 
tinued his  labors  for  eight  years.  His  next  charge 
was  in  Cairo,  111.,  where  he  continued  for  about 
fifteen  months.  It  was  in  the  j-ear  1891  tliat  he 
came  to  Madonnaville,  Monroe  County,  where  he 
has  since  remained  in  cliarge  of  the  church  of  his 
denomination.  He  is  also  pastor  of  the  llarrison- 
ville  Catholic  Church.  The  churcii  is  in  a  thriving 
condition,  having  a  membership  of  about  sixty- 
five  families. 

Father  Eckerle  is  a  highly  educated  man,  and  in 
the  work  which  he  lias  undertakeu  is  meeting  with 
good  success.  He  has  tlie  high  regard  of  his  con- 
gregation and  those  under  his  care.  In  politics  he 
is  a  stalwart  Democrat,  who  warmly  advocates  the 
principles  of  his  party  and  docs  all  in  his  power  to 
insure  its  success. 


i^  B.  PARKINSON,  A.  M.,  who  since  1874 
j)]  has  occupied  the  chair  of  physics  and 
chemistry  in  the  Southern  Illinois  State 
Normal  University  of  Carbondale,  has  the 
honor  of  being  a  native  of  this  state.  He  was 
born  in  Madison  County,  September  6.  1845,  and 
comes  of  a  family  of  English  origin.  His  grand- 
father, Washington  Parkinson,  removed  from 
North  Carolina  to  Tennessee,  wlieie  Alfred  J.  Park- 
inson, father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  1816.  In 
St.  Clair  County,  111.,  he  wedded  Mary  E.  Baldwin, 
who  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1818, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Ezra  Baldwin,  a  native  of 
Connecticut,  wlio  in  early  life  emigrated  to  the 
Empire  Stale.  Upon  their  marriage,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Parkinson  located  near  Highland,  Madison  Coun- 
ty, 111.,  and  the  faniil}'  lived  in  the  same  home  for 
forty  years  before  the  family  circle  was  invaded 
by  death.  The  mother  passed  away  in  January, 
1891,  but  the  father  is  still  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead. Tlie}' had  nine  children,  of  whom  the  fol- 
lowing yet  survive:    George  \V.,  who   lives   upon 


the  old  home;  D.  B.;  Rev.  Edward  H.,  a  minister 
of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church;  Charles  W.,  of 
Vandalia.  111.;  Oscar  L.,  of  Ottawa.  Kan.;  Arthur 
E.,  an  attorney  of  Kansas  City,  J\Io.;  and  Mary  Em- 
ma, wife  of  Dr.  J.  W.  McKee,  of  Kansas  Cily,  Mo. 
The  parents  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  The  father  and  one  other  gentle- 
man cast  the  only  two  votes  for  John  C.  Fremont 
in  1856  in  their  precinct.  Thus  earl}'  he  joined 
the  Republican  party,  but  he  is  now  a  Prohibition- 
ist. He  served  as  State  Senator  from  1878  until 
1882,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  everything 
thill  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 

U'pon  the  old  home  farm.  Professor  Parkinson 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and 
completed  his  education  b}'  his  graduation  from 
McKendree  College,  in  the  Class  of  '68.  He  was 
then  for  one  \'ear  Principal  of  the  Carmi  (111.) 
schools,  and  for  three  j'ears  was  a  teacher  of  natu- 
ral sciences  in  Jennings  Seminary  of  Aurora,  111. 
Later  he  spent  one  year  as  a  special  student  in  the 
Northwestern  University  of  Evanston,  and  in  the 
siiring  of  1874  was  elected  to  the  chair  of  ph3'sics 
and  chemistr}',  which  position  he  has  since  filled 
with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all.  For  nineteen  years,  he  has  been  Secretary  of 
the  facult}'.  He  not  only  cultivates  the  brains  of 
his  students,  but  also  provides  for  their  social  en- 
tertainment by  frequent  receptions  at  his  own 
home.  In  1892,  he  was  elected  Registrar.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  National  Education  Association, 
and  at  its  session  in  1888,  in  San  Francisco,  he 
read  a  paper  on  "The  Use  of  Classic  Literature  in 
Teaching  Reading." 

Professor  Parkinson  was  married  December  28, 
1876,  to  Miss  Julia  F.  Mason,  an  associate  teacher. 
She  was  a  native  of  OgleCounty,Ill.,and  a  daughter 
of  Allen  Mason,  deceased.  She  died  August  6,  1879, 
leaving  one  son,  Daniel  M.  On  Juh"  30,  1884,  Mr. 
Parkinson  was  again  married,  his  second  union  be- 
ing with  Miss  Mary  Alice  Raymond,  also  an  asso- 
ciate teacher,  born  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.  She  was 
born  Jul}-  26,  1856,  and  is  a  daughter  Charles  Fisk 
and  Jennie  F.  Raymond.  They  have  two  children, 
Raymond  and  Marj'  Alice.  Both  ^Ir.  and  Mrs. 
Parkinson  are  prominent  members  of  and  active 
workers  in  the   Methodist   Episcopal   Church,  and 
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lie  is  DOW  serving  on  tlie  Official  Board.  They  are 
prominent  in  Sunday-sciiool  work,  and  Professor 
Paiiiiiison  is  actively  interested  in  the  Young 
Men's  Christian  Association.  He  is  a  member  of 
its  State  Committee,  and  was  a  delegate  of  the 
C(inventic)n  of  United  States  and  Canada  held  by 
that  organization  in  Toronto  in  1876.  He  was 
also  a  delegate  to  the  World's  Sunday-school  Con- 
vention wliich  convened  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  1893. 
As  an  educator,  he  is  extremely'  successful,  and 
pupils  and  associate  teachers  ever  hold  him  in  the 
highest  regard. 


"S) 
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y[i  AMES  C.  SPENCE  is  a  dealer  in  agricultural 
implements  of  Carbondale.  He  has  by  fair 
and  honest  dealing  and  courteous  treat- 
^5^^  ment  of  his  customers,  secured  a  liberal 
patronage.  While  his  well  directed  efforts,  his 
industry  and  enterprise  have  gained  for  him  a 
comfortable  competence. 

Mr.  Spence  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of 
■lackson  Count3'.  his  birth  liaving  occurred  in  Ma- 
kanda  Townsliip,  May  .5,  1853.  A  sketch  of  his 
father,  William  Spence,  appears  on  another  page 
of  this  work.  In  the  usual  manner  of  faimer  lads, 
our  subject  spent  the  days  of  iiis  boyhood  and 
j-outh.  He  was  educated  in  the  district  schools  of 
the  county,  to  which  he  had  to  walk  a  distance  of 
two  and  a-half  miles  each  day.  He  began  business 
for  himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  operating 
a  farm  in  his  native  township.  He  was  thus  em- 
ployed for  two  years,  when  he  returned  home  and 
engaged  in  the  operation  of  the  home  farm  for  a 
period  of  seven  years.  His  next  home  was  on  sec- 
lion  6,  Makaiida  Township,  where  he  carried  on 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1889,  wlien  he  deter- 
mined to  engage  in  commercial  business  and  came 
to  Carbondale. 

Here  Mr.  Spence  formed  a  partnership  with 
Henry  Crawshaw,  and  they  began  business  as  deal- 
ers in  farm  implements,  opening  a  store  on  the 
south  side  of  the  square.  Their  trade  has  con- 
stjintly  increased  until  it  has  now  assumed  exten- 
sive proportions.  In  connection  with  farm  ma- 
cLiuery,  they  handle  grass  seed,  hay,  lime,  cement, 


etc.,  and  deal  to  some  extent  in  live  stock.  They 
are  now  assignees  for  a  harness  store  which  is  be- 
ing closed  out.  Mr.  Spence  was  also  interested  in 
the  Carbondale  Real  Estate  and  Loan  Companj'. 
He  helped  to  organize  the  same,  and  served  as  its 
Treasurer  for  a  time. 

In  1878,  Mr.  Spence  was  united  in  mairiage  with 
Harriet  M.  Winchester,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Rus- 
sell and  Mary  (Fowler)  Winchester,  of  North  Caro- 
lina. Her  father  was  a  minister  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  Mrs.  Spence  is  a  native  of  North  Caro- 
lina, and  a  prominent  member  of  and  an  active 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Church.  To  our  subject 
and  his  wife  were  born  six  children,  of  whom  five 
are  yet  living:  Viola,  Bertha,  Gracie,  Mamie  and 
Edith.  The  eldest  daughter,  though  onlj' thirteen 
years  of  age,  holds  a  second-grade  certificate. 

Mr.  Spence  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity, and  has  served  as  Senior  Deacon.  He  also 
aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Farmers'  Club. 
The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  warm  friend 
and  he  has  served  .as  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 
He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  support  of 
the  Democratic  part^',  takes  an  active  interest  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  growth  of  Democrac}',  and 
has  frequentl}'  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  conven- 
tions of  his  party. 


=^ 


S^EORGE  W.  PARROTT  is  a  representative 
farmer  of  Monroe  County,  residing  on  sec- 
tion 12,  township  4,  range  9  west.  He 
owns  and  operates  four  hundred  and  twent}'  acres 
of  land,  of  which  three  hundred  are  on  section  12, 
eighty  acres  on  section  14,  and  twenty'  acres  on 
section  13,  of  the  same  township.  He  devotes  his 
time  principally  to  the  raising  of  grain,  and  has  a 
neat  and  thrift}-  farm  supplied  with  all  the  mod- 
ern accessories  and  conveniences. 

The  owner  of  this  desirable  place  was  born  in  De- 
partment  Du  Dou,  France,  on  the  llth  of  October, 
1818,  and  at  the  age  of  nine  came  to  America  with 
his  parents,  who  located  in  Stark  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  grew  to  manhood.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  district  schools  of  the  neigbor- 
bood  and  in  the  school  of  experience.     He  is  now  a 
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well  informed  man,  and  'speaks  English,  French 
and  German.  On  the  Iblli  of  April,  1840,  he  came 
to  Randolph  County  and  settled  upon  a  farm 
which  his  brother  had  entered  from  the  Govern- 
ment in  1838.  He  made  it  his  home  for  three 
3'ears.  Since  that  time  he  has  bought  and  sold  a 
number  of  places,  until  he  at  length  took  up  his 
residence  upon  his  present  farm,  one  and  one- 
fourth  miles  flora  his  first  home. 

In  April,  18,56,  Mr.  Parrott  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Aliss  Virginia  Vallat,  and  then  made 
his  home  upon  the  farm  which  he  now  owns  and 
operates.  His  wife  died  December  4,  1891,  and 
five  of  their  family  of  eight  children  are  living. 
Louis,  the  eldest,  born  August  3,  1857,  died  Sep- 
tember 23,  18.58;  Monroe,  born  in  1859,  is  still  liv- 
ing in  this  locality;  Rosanna,  born  May  25,  1861, 
married  Barney  Dunn,  who  was  engaged  in  the 
livei^v  business,  but  their  happiness  was  suddenly 
terminated  b\-  her  death  August  25,  1884;  Ran- 
dolph, born  October  28,  1863,  married  Miss  Alice 
Murphy,  daughter  of  a  highly  respected  farmer  of 
the  neighborhood,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  in 
his  locality;  George,  Jr.,  born  February  18,  1866, 
married  Miss  Barbara  Goettlemann,  the  daughter 
of  a  neighboring  farmer,  and  they  occupy-  a  farm 
in  this  vicinity;  Nora  V.  was  born  July  16,  1868, 
and  died  July  29,  1870;  Mar}',  born  January  27, 
1871,  is  the  wife  of  John  Rapp,  who  is  engaged  in 
teaching  school  in  Red  Bud;  A.  Francis,  born  No- 
vember 8,  1876,  is  still  with  his  father. 

Mr.  Parrott  started  out  in  life  for  himself  by  sell- 
ing clocks,  traveling  from  house  to  house  on  foot 
carrying  his  goods.  He  got  a  start  in  this  way,  for 
he  was  industrious  and  frugal,  and  in  course  of  time 
he  had  acquired  a  sufficient  capital  to  enter  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  land  from  the  Government. 
Through  his  dealings  in  real  estate  he  has  ac- 
quired a  handsome  competency.  He  may  truly  be 
called  a  self-made  man,  and  his  example  should 
serve  to  encourage  others  who,  like  himself,  have 
to  start  out  in  life  empty-handed. 

In  connection  with  the  ancestral  historj-  of  our 
subject,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  his  mother's 
maiden  name  was  Eagle,  and  thus  by  the  union  of 
the  Parrott  and  Eagle  an  alliance  was  formed 
which  lasted  over  a  half-century,  the  father  living 


to  be  eighty-two  years  old,  and  the  mother  attain- 
ing ninety-three  years. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Parrott  is  a  Democrat, 
but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  as  he  prefers 
to  give  his  time  and  attention  to  his  business  in- 
terests. He  is  a  Protestant,  but  his  wife  and  fam- 
ily are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Few  set- 
tlers in  this  community  have  so  long  resided  here 
as  Mr.  Parrott,  for  almost  fifty-four  years  have 
passed  since  his  arrival.  He  has  ever  borne  his 
part  in  the  advancement  and  upbuilding  of  the 
community,  and  his  name  is  inseparably  connected 
with  its  historj\ 


+= 
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■j^^  ELSON  C.  MANSKER.  An  honorable  po- 
ll jj  sition  among  the  agriculturists  of  township 
l^Mi^  8,  range  6,  Randolph  County,  is  held  by 
the  gentleman  above  named,  who  is  the  fortunate 
possessor  of  a  fine  tract  of  land.  The  well  tilled 
farm  is  devoted  to  raising  mixed  crops  and  the 
ordinary  amount  of  stock,  both  grain  and  animals 
being  of  good  quality.  A  homelike  dwelling  and 
various  outbuildings  indicate  to  the  passer-by  that 
the  land  is  occupied  by  a  family  of  enterprise  and 
good  judgment. 

Our  subject  is  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Nancy  (Nel- 
son) ]Mansker,  whose  life  history  will  be  found 
elsewhere  in  this  volume.  He  was  born  on  sec- 
tion 2  of  this  township,  November  3,  1858,  and 
was  reared  on  the  home  farm  receiving  a  good 
education  in  the  Clifton  district  schools.  When 
starting  out  for  himself  in  life  at  the  age  of  twen- 
ty-one years,  he  began  by  working  a  tract  of  one 
hundred  and  fort3-six  acres  of  his  father's  land. 
He  worked  hard,  and  gradually  accumulated  the 
means  with  which  to  purchase  his  present  line 
estate.  The  family  residence  is  located  on  a  tract 
comprising  one  hundred  and  seventy-seven  acres 
among  the  hills,  while  another  piece  of  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  on  the  river  bottom  is 
owned  and  cultivated  b}'  him.  His  attention  is 
principally  given  to  the  raising  of  wheat,  and  a 
goodlj'  amount  of  corn  is  also  raised  each  year. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Mansker  and  Miss  Emma 
Mooie  was  solemnized  September  20,  1880,  at  the 
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home  of  tlie  bride's  parents.  Mrs.  Mansker  is  a 
daughter  of  Owen  and  Eliza  (Sievert)  Moore,  na- 
tives of  Illinois  and  Indiana,  respectively-.  The 
father  was  a  son  of  Robert  and  Lavisa  (Miller) 
Moore,  probably  natives  of  North  Carolina,  while 
the  mother  was  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Barbara  (Tinney)  Sievert,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

To  our  subject  and  iiis  estimable  wife  seven 
children  were  boin,  as  follows:  Alonzo  E.,  born 
,luly  0,  1881,  and  died  October  3,  1881;  Cora  B., 
born  .September  17,  1882;  Murray,  May  25,  1881; 
Charles  E.,  November  9,  1886;  Elva  R.,  October 
22.  1888;  Una,  born  October  2,  1890,  and  died 
November  3,  1891;  and  Claudie  A.,  born  October 
12,  1892. 

Mr.  Mansker  is  an  ardent  Democrat  in  his  po- 
litical views,  and  upholds  the  principles  of  that 
party  on  ever^'  occasion.  lie  has  never  been  an 
aspirant  to  office,  preferring  the  quietude  of  do- 
mestic life. 


LBERT  L.  WILSON,  the  popular  and  effl- 
iS/LlI,    cient  cashier  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange 


lis  Bank  of  Sparta,  w.as  born  in  this  place  in 
1855,  and  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
in  a  family  of  seven  children,  whose  parents  were 
Andrew  and  Mary  J.  (Hill)  Wilson.  The  Wilson 
family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  The  grandpar- 
ents, George  and  Susanna  (Anderson)  Wilson, 
were  both  natives  of  South  Carolina,  and  in  1804 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  near  Baldwin.  The 
former  served  in  the  Black  Ilawk  War.  He  was  a 
very  [nominent  man  and  a  prosperous  farmer. 

Andrew  Wilson  was  born  January  17,  1823,  in 
a  fort  in  Randolph  County,  which  was  erected  for 
protection  against  the  redmen.  He  remained  on 
his  father's  farm  until  he  had  attained  his  mjijor- 
ity,  when  he  began  dealing  in  wood  in  Kockwood, 
111.,  supplying  steamboats  with  that  fuel.  In  1850 
he  went  to  California,  where  he  eng.aged  in  min- 
ing about  three  years.  He  then  returned  to  Sparta 
and  carried  on  merchandising  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war,  when  he  was  elected  Captain 
of  Company  G,  Eightieth  Illinois  Infantry.  He 
was  captured  at  Rome,  Ga.,  and  was  an  inmate  of 


southern  prisons  for  twenty-two  months,  being 
confined  in  Libby  for  one  j-ear.  When  the  war 
was  over,  he  returned  to  Sparta,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  clothing  business.  Later  he  became  Post- 
master, and  filled  that  oflice  until  his  death,  whicli 
occurred  Ma}-  12,  1881.  In  early  life  he  was  a 
Democrat,  but  afterward  became  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, lie  belonged  to  Hope  Lodge  No.  162,  A.  F. 
(fe  A.  M.,  and  was  an  active  member  of  the  First 
Presbyterian  Church  of  Sparta.  An  honorable,  ui)- 
right  life  won  him  high  regard  and  made  his  death 
deepl}'  mourned.  IIis  wife,  who  still  survives 
him,  is  a  native  of  Randolph  County,  and  is  of 
.Scotch-Irish  descent.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and 
Elizabeth  Hill,  were  natives  of  .South  Carolina, 
.and  emigrated  to  Illinois  in   1805. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  were  married  in  1848,  and 
to  them  were  born  seven  children.  Elizabeth  is  the 
wife  of  E.  .1.  Murpli}-,  of  East  St.  Louis.  The  latter 
was  formerly  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Legislature 
from  Randolph  County,  and  also  held  the  oflices 
of  Sheriff  of  the  county  and  Warden  of  the  South- 
ern Illinois  Penitentiary.  He  is  now  engaged  in 
the  coal  and  feed  business  in  East  St.  Louis.  They 
have  two  children,  Alice  and  William.  Our  sub- 
ject, S.  Dora,  of  St.  Louis,  and  Molly  F.,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  eight  years,  are  next  in  order  of 
birth.  Anna  M.  is  the  wife  of  J.  A.  Gemmil,  who 
is  .Superintendent  of  the  Sparta  Creamery,  and 
they  have  become  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Ethel,  Bessie  and  Josephine.  May  is  the  wife  of 
Judge  Henr^-  T.  Matthews,  an  attorney  of  .Santa 
Anna,  Cal.,  and  who  is  also  Major  in  the  State  Mili- 
tia. Thej'  have  one  son,  Harry.  Ulysses  G.,  an 
insurance  agent,  married  Florence  Stanim,  of  St. 
Louis,  and  they  have  two  children,  Grant  and 
Lewis. 

Mr.  Wilson  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  .Sparta 
in  1855,  and  there  continued  to  make  his  home  un- 
til 1875.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  was  apprenticed 
to  the  printing  business,  which  he  carried  on  in 
this  place  for  two  years,  when  he  became  a  clerk 
in  the  bank  of  S.  P.  Smith,  where  he  remained  for 
the  same  length  of  time,  after  which  he  was  with 
Sproul  ifc  Brother  for  one  year.  He  then  went  to 
Red  Bud,  where  he  organized  the  bank  of  Ohl- 
wine,  Schrieber  <k  Co.,  with  a  capital  stock  of  only 
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110,000,  but  a  responsibility  of  $200,000.  Our 
subject  was  then  but  twenty  years  of  age,  but  was 
made  Cashier  and  Manager.  The  stock  was  after- 
ward increased  to  120,000,  and  he  continued  his 
connection  witli  the  b.ink  for  seventeen  years, 
when  he  returned  to  Sparta,  and  assumed  the  po- 
sition of  cashier  of  the  Merchants'  Exchange  Bank, 
which  was  organized  as  a  state  bank  at  that   time. 

In  1877,  Mr.  Wilson  married  Miss  Amy  Steven- 
son, a  native  of  Eden,  111.,  and  a  daugliter  of  Capt. 
John  and  .lane  C.  (Wilson)  Stevenson,  natives  of 
Scotland  and  Illinois,  respectively.  The  father 
was  a  Captain  of  a  Missouri  company  during  the 
late  war,  and  now  makes  his  home  in  .Salina,  Kan. 
The  mother  passed  away  in  1891.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wilson  were  born  four  children:  Prentiss  S., 
E.  Jerome,  Evangeline  and  Nellie  Ruth. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  at  the  age  of  fifteen  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  has  made  his  way  in 
life  unaided.  His  enterprise  and  industry  were 
his  capital  on  which  to  found  a  fortune.  His  well 
directed  efforts  have  brought  him  success,  and  his 
I'cal  estate  in  Illinois,  together  with  his  liank  stock, 
is  worth  at  a  low  estimate  $15,000.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Republican,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  Sons 
of  Veterans.  He  and  his  wife  hold  membership 
with  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which  he  is  now 
serving  as  Elder,  and  the}-  are  numbered  among  Its 
leading  workers. 


HjHI 


ZHJH 


jU^ENRY  W.  HAHN,  who  is  part  owner  and 
f  the  manager  of  the  Percy  Eiouring  Mills, 
of    Percy,  111.,  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 

[(^j  leading  business  men  of  this  place,  and  is 
one  of  the  prominent  and  progressive  citizens,  who 
is  wide  awake  to  the  best  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  makes  his  home.  He  is  numbered 
among  the  native  sons  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Red  Bud,  on  the  7tli  of  November, 
1867.  He  is  the  eldest  child  of  John  P.  F.  and 
Catherine  (Kurtz)  Hahn.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  when  a  young  man  he  came  to 
America.  He  is  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  in  the 
old  home  followed  that  pursuit.  On  arriving  in 
this  country  he  carried  on  a  shoe  store  in  St.  Louis 


for  a  number  of  years,  but  at  length  his  store  and 
stock  were  destroyed  by  fire,  and  having  no  in- 
surance to  cover  his  losses,  he  did  not  re-engage  in 
business  there.  He  became  connected  with  city 
affairs  in  St.  Louis  and  continued  there  to  make 
his  liome  until  1859,  when  he  removed  to  Red 
Bud.  For  ten  years  he  there  carried  on  a  shoe 
store,  after  which  he  returned  to  St.  Louis  and  was 
employed  on  the  police  force  for  some  time. 
Later  he  engaged  in  the  retail  liquor  business  in 
that  cit}',  and  subsequently  engaged  in  the  same 
trade  for  eiglit  years  in  Red  Bud.  He  then  again 
resumed  shoemaking.  which  he  still  follows.  He 
has  held  the  offices  of  City  JIarshal  and  City 
Treasurer,  and  his  prompt  and  faithful  discharge 
of  public  duty  has  won  him  high  commendation. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  are  still  living  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  good  health. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  is  widely  and  favorably  known  to 
the  readers  of  this  volume.  He  acquired  his  edu- 
cation in  Red  Bud,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  left 
school,  at  which  he  began  learning  the  milling 
trade,  which  he  followed  in  his  native  town  for  a 
year.  He  tlien  went  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  was 
employed  in  various  ways  for  four  months,  after 
which  he  entered  the  Eggers  Mills,  of  that  city,  con- 
tinuing with  the  same  for  two  and  a-half  j'ears  as  an 
employe.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  was 
appointed  head  miller  of  the  concern,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  for  three  years  in  an  able  and  satis- 
factory manner.  In  the  }ear  1888  he  went  to 
Roodhouse,  111.,  and  for  eight  months  had  charge 
of  the  mills  at  that  place,  after  which  he  went  to 
Campbell  Hill,  where  he  was  in  charge  of  the  mills 
for  three  years.  He  than  began  business  for  him- 
self. A  new  mill  was  built  in  Perc}'  by  him  and 
his  brother,  and  removing  to  this  place,  Mr.  Hahn 
has  since  conducted  the  Percy  Mills.  They  are 
supplied  with  the  latest  roller  system  and  all  mod- 
ern conveniences  along  that  line. 

On  the  1st  of  July,  1888,  Mr.  Hahn  married 
Maggie  S.  Lynden,  daughter  of  Catherine  Lynden, 
of  Ireland.  Two  children  have  been  born  to  them, 
Olivia  and  Lillian,  who  are  still  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hahn  are  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church.     In  politics  he  has  followed  in 
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tlie  footsteps  of  his  father  and  is  now  a  stanch 
advocate  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  never 
sought  ofBce,  however,  as  he  prefers  to  give  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward  unaided, 
overcoming  the  difficulties  and  obstacles  in  his 
path,  and  is  now  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  the  community. 

eAPT.  THOMAS  G.  CHADWICK.  There 
is  always  a  vast  amount  of  interest  felt  in 
the  private  life  of  those  brave  men  who 
gave  up  home,  family  and  friends  to  fight  for 
their  country,  and  there  undergo  all  the  priva- 
tions and  hardships  characteristic  of  the  soldier's 
life.  Our  subject,  who  is  a  prominent  lumber 
merchant  of  Chester,  became  a  member  of  Com- 
pany D,  Sixty-fourth  Missouri  Militia,  in  1863, 
and  fought  valiantly  for  his  country's  flag  until 
the  close  of  the  war. 

A  native  of  Berkshire  Count}',  Mass.,  our  sub- 
ject was  born  September  29,  1822,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  and  Candis  (Garfield)  Chadwick,  also  na- 
tives of  the  Bay  State.  The  father  followed  the 
occupation  of  a  merchant  in  his  native  slate,  and 
during  the  latter  part  of  his  life  removed  to  Ot- 
sego County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land.  There  he  resided  until  his  decease,  which 
occurred  in  1840.  He  was  exceedingly  popular  in 
his  community,  and  was  a  Whig  in  politics.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  also  died  in  the  Empire 
State,  her  decease  occurring  in  Jefferson  County 
in  1845. 

Tlie  subject  of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood 
and  youth  on  his  father's  farm,  and  was  given  a 
good  education  in  the  common  school.  On  reach- 
ing his  twentieth  j'ear  he  returned  to  Massachu- 
setts and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business  for  two 
years.  Wishing  to  find  a  more  suitable  location 
in  which  to  carrj'  on  his  business,  in  1844  he  took 
a  trip  through  the  western  states,  and  later,  return- 
ing east,  located  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  and 
purchased  a  steam  sawmill,  which  he  operated  for 
three  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  re- 
turned to  the  west  and  located  in  Kankakee  Coun- 
15 


ty,  near  Kankakee  City,  where  he  purchased  a  farm 
which  he  cultivated  for  three  years  and  a-lialf.  He 
then  sold  his  farm  and  moved  to  nortiiern  Iowa, 
whore  he  became  the  proprietor  of  a  good  estate, 
and  there  resided  during  the  winter. 

Not  liking  tiie  climate  of  northern  Iowa,  in 
1854  Mr.  Chadwick  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where 
he  stayed  with  his  brother,  James  B.  After  being 
with  him  for  some  time,  in  1858  he  removed  to 
Perry  Countj',  Mo.,  where  he  purchased  a  tract  of 
land  on  the  Mississippi  bottoms.  This  land  he 
farmed  successfully  until  186C,  the  date  of  his  ad- 
vent in  Chester.  He  purchased  land  to  the  amount 
of  two  hundred  and  thirt^'-five  acres  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi bottoms,  across  the  river  from  Chester,  and 
this  he  still  operates. 

The  lady  whom  Mr.  Chadwick  married,  in  1849, 
was  Miss  Eliza  J.  Pixlev,  a  native  of  Great  Bar- 
rington,  Mass.  B}' her  union  with  our  subject  she 
has  become  the  motlier  of  two  children,  Charles  E. 
and  Georgie  A.,  both  of  whom  remain  with  their 
parents. 
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LEXANDER  RICKF:T,  whose  sketch  now 
claims  attention,  is  one  of  those  agreeable 
men  whom  it  is  a  pleasure  to  know,  and 
who  in  all  instances  rank  high  in  the  es- 
timation of  the  community  in  which  they  reside. 
He  is  at  present  engaged  in  carrying  on  a  fine 
farm  of  one  hundred  and  forty  acres,  which  is 
pleasantly  located  on  section  17,  township  4, range 
5,  Randoli)h  Count}'. 

Gavin  Bicket,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1815,  in  Ayrshire,  Scotland,  and  on  com- 
ing to  America,in  1841,  made  his  way  to  this  coun- 
ty. He  located  upon  what  was  known  as  Hickory 
Grove,  which  place  he  owned  in  company  with 
Hugh  Easdale,  an  old  pioneer  of  this  section,  and 
which  later  formed  the  northern  part  of  the  Eas- 
dale farm.  He  was  a  shrewd,  hard  working  man, 
and  has  aided  greatly  in  developing  the  agricult- 
ural resources  of  this  county. 

Mary  Ann  (Anderson)  Bicket,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  Glasgow,  Scotland,  in 
1822,  and  was  the  daughter  of  John  Anderson, 
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who  came  to  America  in  1843,  becoming  one  of 
the  pioneers  in  township  4,  range  5.  The  par- 
ents of  our  subject  were  married  in  1844,  and  con- 
tinued to  reside  on  the  old  homestead  until  1873, 
when  tliey  removed  to  Nevada,  Mo.,  where  they 
are  still  living  advanced  in  years.  Of  their  large 
family  of  nine  children,  seven  are  living.  They 
are  botli  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
in  political  matters  the  father  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican. 

Alexander  Bicket,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  April 
8,  1845,  on  the  old  home  farm  in  this  county,  and 
resided  under  the  parental  roof  until  reaching  his 
twenty-fifth  year,  in  the  meantime  having  acquired 
a  good  education  in  the  common  schools.  In  1870, 
when  ready  to  establish  a  home  of  his  own,  he 
was  married  to  Jane  Ann,  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Edmiston,  of  whom  a  sketch  appears  on  an- 
other page  in  this  Record.  Mrs.  Bicket  was  born 
June  18,  1852,  and  after  her  marriage  with  our 
subject,  located  with  him  in  Tilden,  this  count)', 
where  he  erected  the  first  dwelling  in  the  town. 
Nancy  Blanch,  their  eldest  daughter,  was  tiie  first 
child  born  in  Tilden.  In  those  da3's  a  well  built 
structure  of  the  kind  of  which  he  was  the  owner 
was  looked  upon  as  a  home  of  comfort,  and  un- 
doubtedly afforded  as  pleasant  a  shelter  as  dwell- 
ings of  more  modern  construction.  In  that  house 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bicket  continued  to  reside  until  1884, 
when  they  removed  to  Vernon  County,  Mo.,  and 
carried  on  farming  for  nine  3-ears. 

In  1892  Mr.  Bicket  returned  to  this  county  and 
located  on  his  present  farm  on  section  17,  where 
he  is  engaged  in  mixed  farming.  He  takes  pride 
in  raising  fine  poultry,  and  for  the  past  twenty- 
two  3ears  he  has  been  a  breeder  of  Buflf-Cochin 
and  Rose-Comb  White  Leghorn  chickens.  He  has 
exhibited  his  poultr}'  at  county  fairs,  and  has 
never  failed  to  carry  off  the  blue  ribbon.  He  has 
had  at  one  time  as  many  as  twent^'-nine  varieties, 
and  some  of  his  chickens  have  been  valued  at  $15 
apiece. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bicket  were  born  six  children, 
viz.:  Nancy  Blanch,  the  wife  of  Roy  Palmer, 
who  makes  her  home  in  Missouri;  Charles,  Mary 
A.nn,  William  Gavin,  George  W.  and  Jennie  May, 
who  died  in  infanc}'.     The    parents  are  actively 


connected  with  the  United  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Prosperity,  but  while  residing  in  the  west,  Mr. 
Bicket  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church. 
He  has  at  all  times  been  interested  in  the  Sunday- 
school,  and  for  six  3'ears  w.is  Superintendent. 

Our  subject  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
been  Constable.  The  reliable  manner  in  which  he 
has  ever  performed  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him  has  won  the  esteem  of  all  who  know  him,  and 
his  wife  and  family  are  accorded  their  due  measure 
of  regard  likewise. 
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«  felLLIAM  THIELEN,  one  of  the  honored 
\rJ//  early  settlers  of  Randolph  County,  and 
W^  one  of  the  higlil\'  respected  citizens  of  Red 
Bud,  whose  friends  are  many  throughout  the  com- 
munit>',  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  German)-,  born  in 
1825.  The  days  of  his  bo3-hood  and  j-outh  were 
passed  in  that  countr}',  where  he  continued  to  re- 
side until  1852,  when  he  bade  adieu  to  friends  and 
Fatherland  and  sailed  for  America,  accompanied 
by  his  sister  and  brother-in-law,  William  Ileining. 
They  made  their  way  to  St.  Louis,  and  in  1854  our 
subject  came  to  Red  Bud.  He  also  had  anotiier 
sister,  Mrs.  Frohning,  who  came  to  America,  and  a 
brotlier,  who  never  left  liis  native  land. 

Immediately  after  locating  in  Red  Bud,  Mr. 
Thielen  embarked  in  the  butchering  business, 
which  he  has  since  continued,  and  in  the  years 
which  have  passed  he  has  built  up  an  extensive 
trade,  which  now  jields  to  him  a  handsome  in- 
come. As  a  companion  and  helpmeet  on  life's 
journe)',  he  chose  Miss  Caroline  Koenig,  their 
union  being  celebrated  in  Red  Bud.  By  their 
marriage  has  been  born  a  family  of  seven  children, 
five  of  whom  are  j-et  living:  Henr}';  Odilda,  wife 
of  Rudolph  Lehnherr,  a  resident  of  Chester,  111.; 
William,  of  this  place;  Theodore,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Chicago;  and  Oscar,  who  completes  the 
number.  The  two  eldest  sons  are  engaged  with 
their  father  in  the  meat-market.  His  sons  are  all 
respected  young  men,  held  in  high  regard  through- 
out the  community. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Thielen  is  a  Republi- 
can and  warmly  advocates  the  principles  of  that 
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parly,  but  thougli  lie  takes  an  active  interest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  its  growth  and  success, 
he  lias  never  sougiit  or  desired  pul)lic  ollice,  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to 
his  business  interests,  lie  was  reared  in  tiie  Catii- 
olic  faith,  while  his  wife  is  a  member  of  tlie  Lu- 
theran Church.  Mr.  Thiclen  is  widely  known  in 
Red  Bud  and  tluoughout  the  vic-inily,  and  is  a 
popular  gentleman,  universally  respected.  Pleas- 
ant and  genial  in  nnanner,  he  wins  many  friends 
and  always  retains  their  warm  regard,  lie  is  lib- 
eral in  the  support  of  every  worthy  enterprise  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  benefit  to  the  public,  and  does 
all  in  his  power  to  promote  the  general  wi-lfare. 
lie  came  to  this  country  with  the  hope  of  better- 
ing his  financial  condition,  and  liis  expectations 
have  been  more  than  realized,  for  by  earnest  effort 
he  has  won  success. 
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AVID  C.  JOPLIN.    Through  the  energetic 
)■   prosecution    of    agriciiltural    enterprises. 


Mr.  Joplin  has  become  well  known 
throughout  Jackson  County  as  a  success- 
ful farmer  of  .Somerset  Township.  Ilis  farm  ranks 
with  the  best  in  the  townshij)  and  consists  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  .section  6,  upon 
which  have  licen  placed  substantial  buildings,  in- 
cluding a  commodious  liou.se  and  a  number  of  out- 
buildings for  the  storage  of  machinery  and  shelter 
of  stock. 

Throughout  Missouri  the  name  of  .loplin  is  well 
known,  especially  among  the  pioneers  of  the  state, 
and  the  city  of  Joplin,  one  of  the  most  progressive 
and  thrifty  there,  was  fttunded  b\-  the  father  of 
our  subject.  That  gentleman,  Rev.  1  larris  G.  Joplin, 
was  a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  was  descended 
from  Irish  ancestors.  Becoming  a  minister  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  he  preached  the 
Gospel  in  western  Missouri  and  met  with  an  un- 
usual degree  of  success  in  his  labors.  In  1835  he 
located  in  Greene  County,  Mo.,  he  and  two  other 
gentlemen  being  the  first  settlers  of  what  is  now 
the  city  of  Springfield. 

Subsequently  locating  in   Jasper  County,  Mo., 
Rev.  Mr.  Joplin  became  identified  with  its  earh' 


history,  and  the  city  of  Joplin  was  named  in  bis 
honor.  In  the  discharge  of  his  ministerial  duties 
he  was  accustomed  to  ride  on  iiorseback  to  meet 
his  different  appointments.  His  life  was  one  of 
usefulness  and  untiring  activity,  and  in  his  death, 
in  IHM,  the  ministry  of  the  state  met  with  a  severe 
loss.  Ilis  wife,  wliose  maiden  name  was  Holly  N. 
Sims,  was  born  in  Tennessee.  Her  father,  as  well 
as  our  subject's  paternal  grandfather,  served  with 
valor  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

Our  subject  is  one  in  a  family  of  five  children, 
namel}':  David  C,  Wilber  F.;  Mary  F.,  wife  of  John 
Martin;  John  ¥.;  and  Margaret  H.,  wife  of  Smith 
.Stouffer.  In  southwestern  Missouri  our  subject 
grew  to  manhood,  receiving  his  primarj-  education 
in  the  subscription  schools  of  the  home  district, 
and  afterward  entering  Ebenezer  College,  in 
Greene  County,  Mo.,  where  he  conducted  his 
studies  for  three  terms.  Afterward  he  engaged  in 
te.aching  school  for  a  time  in  that  state.  In  the 
fall  of  1861  he  enlisted  .as  a  member  of  Company 
B,  .Sixteenth  Missouri  Infantry,  C.  S.  A.,  and  at 
different  times  served  in  the  command  of  Generals 
Price,  Ilindman  and  Kirby  Smith.  At  Helena  he 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  for  about  twenty  months 
was  in  the  Federal  prisons. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  .Joplin  united  him  with 
Miss  Parolee  Harris,  and  they  become  the  parents 
of  four  children,  John  F.;  Mary  F.,  wife  of  Harri- 
son Childers;  Laura,  wiio  married  John  Dot}';  and 
Etta,  wife  of  Elijah  Jackson.  In  October,  1871, 
!Mr.  Jo[)lin  married  Mrs.  Mary  A.  McDowell,  the 
widow  of  John  AlcDowell,  formerly  a  prominent 
resident  of  this  county.  Mr.  McDowell  lost  his 
life  by  an  accident  on  the  railroad  at  Mt.  Carbon, 
being  employed  t)n  the  road  at  that  time.  Mrs. 
Joplin  was  born  in  (hieinsc}'  County,  Ohio,  Octo- 
ber 15,  1837,  and  was  reared  in  that  state,  where 
her  parents,  John  and  Sarah  (Morelaud)  Kimble, 
continued  to  reside  until  death. 

In  religious  belief  both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Joplin  are 
identified  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
South,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Steward,  delegate 
to  the  annual  conference  and  Treasurer  of  the 
joint  board  of  finance.  He  has  been  chosen  dele- 
gate to  the  general  conference,  which  will  meet  at 
Memphis,  Tenn..  in  May,  1894.     "While  not  a  zeal- 
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ous  partisan,  he  always  votes  the  Democratic  ticket 
and  supports  tlie  principles  of  tliat  party.  Since 
1865  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Jackson  County, 
and  in  1873  settled  upon  the  farm  where  he  has 
since  resided.  His  first  home  was  a  log  cabin,  but 
as  prosperity  crowned  his  labors  he  was  enabled  to 
erect  the  present  substantial  structure  in  which  he 
resides.  He  engages  in  mixed  farming  and  suc- 
cessfully raises  Short-horn  cattle. 


1(g). ^mM^ ^ 


'■^Mi^ 
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HARLES  SCHRIEBER,a  well  known  farmer 

of  township  4,  range  8,  Randolph  County, 
^^^  was  born  in  Rusbend,  German}',  in  1816, 
and  in  1835,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  came 
alone  to  America.  His  elder  brother,  Fred,  emi- 
grated to  the  New  World  in  1836,  and  at  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  this  county,  left  a  family  of  five 
sons.  His  parents,  Charles  and  Caroline  (Hart- 
mer)  Schrieber,  were  also  natives  of  Germany,  and 
in  1838  they  crossed  the  ocean,  bringing  with  them 
their  daughter  Caroline. 

Charles  Schrieber  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
and  for  three  years  after  reaching  America  he  fol- 
lowed that  occupation  in  New  York  City.  He 
then  came  to  Randolph  County,  111.,  and  located 
upon  the  farm  which  has  now  been  his  home  for 
fifty-five  j-ears.  He  at  first  secured  a  forty-acre 
tract  of  land,  and  with  characteristic  energy  began 
its  development.  From  time  to  time,  as  he  found 
it  possible,  he  increased  his  possessions,  and  at 
length  became  the  owner  of  eighteen  hundred 
acres,  but  much  of  this  he  has  since  disposed  of, 
although  he  yet  owns  nearly  a  section  of  land  in 
Randolph  and  EfHngham  Counties. 

Mr.  Schrieber  was  married  in  this  county  in 
in  1843,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Magde- 
lena  Huth,  and  unto  them  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  following  reached  mature  years: 
Charlie,  now  a  resident  of  AVashington  County; 
August,  llermany,  Louie;  Sophia,  wife  of  Charles 
Thieman;  and  Ernst,  who  is  living  on  the  old 
home  farm.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  called 
to  the  home  beyond  in   1884,  and    afterward  Mr. 


Schrieber  married  his  brother  Frederick's  widow. 
Aside  from  his  farming,  our  subject  has  been  in- 
terested in  other  business  dealings.  He  was  one 
of  the  organizers  of  the  Ohlwine,  Schrieber  & 
Co.'s  Bank,  of  Red  Bud,  and  at  one  time  had  the 
only  mercantile  establishment  in  tliat  city.  At 
length  he  turned  over  his  store  to  his  sons,  and 
the  firm  of  Schrieber  Brothers  &  Co.  now  does  the 
largest  business  of  the  kind  m  the  count}',  having 
a  first-class  general  mercantile  establishment.  The 
family  holds  membership  in  the  Lutheran  Churcli, 
which  was  organized  b}'  our  subject,  his  father  and 
Mr.  Moss.  For  twenty  years  after  its  organiza- 
tion he  served  as  one  of  the  church  officers,  and 
has  ever  been  one  of  its  leading  members  and  lib- 
eral contributors.  He  and  his  sons  are  all  Demo- 
crats. Mr.  Schrieber  is  numbered  among  the  hon- 
ored pioneers  of  the  county,  and  has  witnessed  its 
development  from  an  almost  unbroken  region. 
The  experiences  and  hardships  of  the  frontier  he 
has  undergone,  and  in  the  work  of  public  advance- 
ment and  improvement  he  has  ever  borne  his  part, 
being  a  public-spirited  and  progressive  citizen. 


(^ 


(^ 


■^ill^' 
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W  ESSE  H.  De  SPAIN.  All  loyal  Americans 
will  agree  that  the  old  soldiers  who  sacri- 
ficed home  comforts,  endured  hardships 
and  braved  dangers  during  the  days  of  the 
nation's  peril  are  deserving  of  remembrance.  The 
historian  cannot  detail  the  lives  spent  on  the 
tented  field,  but  he  can  mention  the  chief  events 
by  which  the  gallant  soldier  secured  victory,  too 
often,  alas,  at  the  price  of  manly  vigor  and  miss- 
ing limbs.  Were  it  for  no  other  reasons  than  for 
his  army  life  we  should  be  glad  to  present  to  our 
readers  an  outline  of  the  history  of  Jesse  De  Spain, 
a  worthy  farmer  of  Randolph  County,  now  living 
in  township  5,  range  7. 

Mr.  De  Spain  was  born  in  Green  County,  Ky., 
September  13,  1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Silas  and 
Abigail  (Edwards)  De  Spain.  The  father,  who 
was  also  born  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  died  in  the 
above  county  in  1857,  while  the  mother  of  our 
subject  departed  this  life  in  1861.     Silas  De  Spain 
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was  in  early  life  a  farmer,  and  later  became  a 
merchant,  which  was  his  occupation  for  ten  years 
in  Green  County.  The  paternal  grandfather  of 
our  subject  was  Peter  De  Spain,  of  E^nglish  de- 
scent, while  his  mother's  father  bore  the  name  of 
Hugh  Edwards. 

Our  subject  passed  the  first  eighteen  years  of 
his  life  in  Green  County,  Ky.,  where  he  received 
a  limited  education,  and  on  coming  to  Randolph 
County,  in  March,  1865,  hired  out  to  work  by  the 
month  for  Judge  Thompson.  Later,  having  saved 
his  earnings,  he  operated  a  farm,  which  he  rented 
until  his  marriage  with  Miss  Agnes  Crozier  in 
18G7.  The  lady  was  born  in  Randolph  County, 
and  soon  after  her  marriage  removed  with  her 
husband  upon  their  forty-acre  farm,  which  was 
located  one  mile  east  of  Preston,  and  which  forms 
a  part  of  his  present  fine  estate.  Mrs.  Agnes  De 
Spain  bore  her  husband  two  children,  and  departed 
this  life  in  1873.  Edward  IL  is  residing  in  this 
township,  and  Abigail  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Red- 
path.  The  lad^'  to  whom  our  subject  was  married 
in  1877  was  known  as  Miss  Ellen  J.  Bratne3',  and 
to  them  have  been  born  four  children:  Laura,  Le- 
roy,  James  B.  and  Bessie  E. 

In  1861  Mr.  De  Sp.aiu  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army,  becoming  a  private  in  Company  H,  Thir- 
teenth Kentucky  Infantry,  and  took  part  in  the 
bailies  of  Sliiloh,  East  Tennessee,  Buzzard's  Roost, 
Harper's  Ferry,  Campbell  Station,  Atlanta  (Ga.), 
Louisville  (Kj'.)  and  Corinth  (Miss.).  He  remained 
in  the  latter  pl.ace  for  about  four  weeks  on  account 
of  sickness,  when,  receiving  his  honorable  dis- 
charge, January  12,  1865,  he  returned  home  with 
his  healtli  greatly  impaired.  He  has  never  re- 
gained his  strength,  and  is  unable  to  do  any  hard 
manual  labor.  As  a  reward  of  meritorious  con- 
duct he  was  promoted  from  the  ranks  to  the  ix)si- 
tion  of  Corporal,  then  Second  Sergeant,  later  First 
Sergeant,  and  was  First  Lieutenant  in  command 
of  the  company  at  the  time  of  his  discharge. 

By  hard  woik  and  economy  Mr.  De  Spain  has 
accumulated  a  handsome  property,  being  the  pro- 
prietor of  throe  hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  valu- 
able land  in  towiishlj)  5,  range  7.  He  still  has 
his  farm  under  his  management,  though  he  does 
but   little    hard   work    himself,   and    be   and    his 


good  wife  are  living  in  peace  and  contentment, 
enjoying  the  fruits  of  their  united  labors.  Mr. 
De  Spain  has  so  conducted  himself  in  both  public 
and  private  life  as  to  honor  the  citizenship  of  this 
place,  and  hsis  borne  an  important  part  in  its  civil 
life.  He  has  held  the  office  of  lligliway  Commis- 
sioner for  many  years,  and,  although  on  two  occa- 
sions appointed  Justice  of  the  I'eace,  declined  to 
accept  the  office.  For  twenty-four  j-ears  he  has 
served  as  School  Director  in  this  district.  He  cast 
his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln, and  has  always 
stood  stanchly  by  the  Kepublican  partj\  For 
twelve  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  United  Pres- 
bj'terian  Church,  but  having  been  reared  in  the 
faith  of  the  Missionary  Baptists,  he  still  maintains 
a  preference  for  that  denomination. 


W  OHN  SCHELTGEN.  It  has  been  often  said 
that  invincible  determination  will  accom- 
^^^  plish  any  desired  result,  and  already  are 
'^^^  the  effects  of  its  constant  exercise  visible 
in  the  life  of  this  gentleman,  who  has  won  a  re- 
spected position  for  himself  in  the  community  by 
reason  of  his  industrj%  perseverance  and  genial 
nature.  His  well  directed  efforts  have  been  rewarded 
by  the  accumulation  of  a  considerable  amount  of 
land  and  the  machinery  and  stock  necessary  for 
carrying  on  a  first-class  farm.  He  was  born  in 
Luxemburg,  Germanj',  March  15,  1827,  and  was 
about  twenty  years  old  when  he  emigrated  to 
America. 

The  early  schooling  of  our  subject  was  obtained 
in  his  native  countr}',  attending  until  about  fif- 
teen 3-ears  old.  His  first  settlement  in  this  coun- 
try w.is  near  Belleville,  in  St.  Clair  County,  this 
state,  where  he  commenced  in  life  by  working  out 
on  a  farm  in  the  vicinity.  In  1861  he  located  on 
a  farm  of  his  own,  which  he  purchased  with  the 
money  he  had  earned,  and  which  comprised  fifty- 
eight  acres  in  township  G,  range  7,  it  being  the 
present  home  of  the  family.  He  h.is  added  to  it 
from  time  to  time  until  now  he  is  the  happj'  pos- 
sessor of  three  hundred  and  seventj'-five  broad 
and  fertile  acres,  which  are  under  excellent  tillage 
and    bear    numerous    improvements.      The    farm 
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house  and  accompanying  buildings  are  well  built 
and  safficiently  commodious  for  the  purposes  for 
which  they  were  designed,  and  include  whatever 
will  add  to  the  convenience  of  the  family  in  car- 
rying on  the  household  and  farm  economy.  About 
eight  years  ago  Mr.  Scheltgen  was  stricken  with 
paralysis,  and  has  since  been  unable  to  perform 
any  manual  labor. 

In  1857  our  subject  w.as  married  to  Miss  Rosa 
Verlin.  who  is  of  French  parentage.  To  them 
have  been  born  four  children,  viz.:  John,  who  is 
single:  Nicholas,  who  married  Lizzie  P.Huless  and 
rejsides  near  his  father's  plac-e;  Mary,  who  is  at 
home;  and  Harriet,  the  wife  of  Charles  Con- 
stanzers.  residents  of  Clinton  County,  111.  The 
entire  family  are  devout  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church.  In  politics  our  subject  always  casts  his 
ballot  in  favor  of  the  Democratic  candidates. 

The  worthy  parents  of  our  subject  bore  the 
names  of  John  and  Margaret  (Honson)  Scheltgen. 
They  were  both  natives  of  Germany  and  lived 
and  died  in  the  Fatherland,  the  mother  passing 
away  when  our  subject  was  quite  young. 


<C-M-i-l-4-i-M  ■!■  I  1  l'^4"i-M"i"t-^-4-4-i-{-;-» 

lEORGE  L.  RIE^iS.  County  Superintendent 
of  schools  of  Randolph  County,  and  a 
^VV_'Ji  ^ell  known  resident  of  Red  Bud,  has  the 
honor  of  being  a  native  of  Illinois,  for  he  was  born 
in  St.  Clair  County,  in  1838.  and  is  the  second  of 
three  children  whose  parents  were  John  J.  and 
Ch.arlotte  (Henckler)  Riess.  the  former  a  native  of 
Wurtemberg,  and  the  latter  of  Nassau.  German)'. 
The  parents  were  married  in  Millstadt,  St.  Clair 
County.  111.,  where  they  located  in  an  early  day. 
The  father  was  educated  in  Basel.  Germany,  and 
came  as  an  Evangelical  missionary  to  this  countrj-, 
devoting  his  whole  life  to  missionary  work.  He 
labored  in  Illinois  and  .St  Louis,  establishing  a 
number  of  churches.  He  was  an  active  Christian 
worker,  and  the  church  on  Fourteenth  and  Madi- 
son Streets  in  .St.  Louis  bears  his  name.  His  first 
wife  died  when  Louie  was  only  fourteen  months 
old.  after  which  he  returned  to  France,  and  about 
1842  married  Victoria  Petit.  He  then  returned 
with  his  wife  to  his  Illinois  home.     In  his  family 


were  nine  children,  but  only  six  grew  to  mature 
years.  One  son,  Alfred  E.,  graduated  from  both 
an  allopathic  and  homeopathic  medical  college  in 
this  country,  and  then  graduated  from  a  noted 
medical  school  of  Vienna,  Austria.  During  the 
Franco-Prussian  "War.  he  was  commissioned  Sur- 
geon, and  at  its  close  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
SU  Louis,  but  his  death  occurred  soon  after.  The 
father  died  in  that  city.  July  8,  1855. 

Mr.  Riess  whose  name  heads  this  record  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  St  Louis,  where  the  family 
located  in  1844.  In  1850.  they  removed  to  Quincy, 
but  after  three  years  returned  to  the  former  city. 
George  received  but  limited  educational  advanta- 
ges, for  after  his  father's  death  he  was  thrown 
upon  his  own  resources.  In  AVaterloo,  111.,  where 
he  had  been  engaged  as  a  teacher  for  seven  years, 
he  was  married  to  Sarah  A.  Turk,  daughter  of  John 
Turk,  a  miller  of  Belleville.  III.,  and  one  of  the  old 
millers  of  that  city.  Mr.  Turk  was  the  inventor  of 
the  fii-st  smut  machine  used  to  separate  the  chaff 
from  the  wheat  in  a  mill. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riess  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, six  of  whom  are  still  living.  Louie  died  in 
e.arly  childhood;  George  W.  is  the  present  Post- 
master of  Red  Bud:  Charles  E.  is  now  Secretary 
in  the  ni.ister  mechanics'  otfice  of  the  Mobile  <i' 
Ohio  Railroad,  in  Murphysboro:  John  T.  is  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching  in  Randolph  County; 
Gus  K.  is  now  employed  m  his  father's  office,  but 
is  a  telegraph  operator  by  profession;  Alfred  D.  is 
a  student  in  the  t'nivei-sity  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.; 
and  Sadie  A.  C.  is  at  home. 

While  a  resident  of  Monroe  County,  Mr.  Riess 
served  as  Deputy  Sheriff,  and  was  then  elected 
Assessor.  He  also  filled  the  office  of  Treasurer  for 
two  terms,  was  apiX)inted  State's  Attorney  for  one 
year,  and  was  then  elected  to  that  office  for  four 
years.  His  law  studies,  pursued  while  teaching 
school,  well  qualified  him  for  the  office.  He  also 
served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  Police  Magis- 
trate for  many  years,  and  his  duties  were  ever  per- 
formed with  a  faithfulness  and  fidelity  which  won 
him  high  commendation.  In  1872,  he  established 
a  law  office  in  connection  with  John  Micham,  then 
State's  Attorney  of  tlie  district. 

Since  coming   to  Red   Bud.  Jlr.  Riess  has  also 
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been  prominent  in  public  afifairs.  From  1882  un- 
til 1886,  he  was  County  and  Probate  Judge,  and 
since  the  latter  year  has  been  Notary  Public.  In 
the  fall  of  1890,  he  was  elected  County  Superintend- 
ent of  the  schools  of  Randolph  County,  and  in 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  that  position  has 
won  the  high  commendation  of  all  concerned.  In 
politics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  who  warmly  advo- 
cates his  partj-'s  principles.  .Socially,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  Odd 
Fellows' societies.  His  public  and  private  life  are 
alike  above  reproach,  and  an  honorable,  upright 
career  has  gained  him  the  warm  regard  of  all  with 
whom  be  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


Ill  >■],  EV.  ALEX  KEOWN.  who  now  resides  on 
a  farm  on  section  33,  Carbondale  Town- 
ship. .Jackson  County,  has  the  honor  of 
'^[^ being  a  native  of  Illinois,  for  his  birth 
occurred  in  Madison  County,  Angu.«t  19,  1832. 
He  is  the  youngest  child  of  Andrew  and  Sarah 
(Goodwin)  Keown.  The  great-grandfather, Thomas 
Keown,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  aboat  1775 
emigrated  with  his  family  to  America.  locating  in 
the  Abbey  ville  District  of  South  Carolina.  Jlisson, 
John  Keown,  was  bom  in  County  Down,  Ireland, 
March  17.  1767,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  the  Abbey- 
ville  District  of  .South  Carolina,  October  15,  1794 
On  the  2d  of  December,  1819,  he  married  Miss 
Goodwin,  who  was  bom  in  1800,  in  Butler  Coun- 
ty, Ky.,  whither  her  father,  .John  Goodwin,  a  na- 
tive of  South  Carolina,  removed  in  an  early  day. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keown  resided  in  Kentucky  until 
1825,  which  year  witnessed  their  removal  to  Mad- 
ison County,  111.  The}-  located  on  a  tract  of 
wild  land  near  the  present  town  of  Alhambra, 
and  there  the  father  developed  a  fine  farm,  which 
became  a  valuable  piece  of  property.  He  and  his 
wife  held  memljership  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  were  highly  respected  people.  His 
death  occurred  February  22.  1879,  and  his  wife 
died  October  7,  1881.  Their  family  numbered 
six  children,  of  whom  four  are  yet  living:  John, 
bora  in    1822;  Mary,   in    1826;  Calvin,    in    1830; 


and  Alex.  Those  deceased  are  Elizabeth  Ann, 
who  was  bom  in  1820;  and  Andrew  M..  who  was 
bom  in  1824. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  sub- 
ject spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth. 
His  early  education  was  .<^upplemented  by  one 
year's  attendance  at  an  academy  in  Sullivan. 
111.,  and  he  then  engaged  in  teaching  school  for 
one  term.  On  the  24th  of  February.  1859.  he 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Deborah  A.,  daughter 
of  Henrj-  and  Eleanor  (Talbot)  Warderman.  Her 
parents  settled  near  Columbia,  Monroe  County, 
III.,  in  1817,  and  her  father  was  a  prominent  citi- 
zen of  the  locality.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  Mrs.  Keown  was  born  in  Monroe 
County  December  17,  1834. 

After  their  marriage,  Mr.  Keown  located  on  a 
farm  near  his  father's,  in  Madison  County,  where 
he  made  his  home  until  1866.  He  enlisted  Angust 
12,  1862.  in  Companj^  G,  One  Hundred  and  Sev- 
enteenth Illiuois  Infantry,  was  mustered  in  at  Camp 

,  Butler,  and  for  over  a  year  did  gnard  duty  at 
Memphis.  Tenn.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Meridian,  Lafa^-ette,  Canton,  Tupelo,  Oldtown 
Creek,  Hurricane  Creek.  Franklin.  Nashville,  and 
the  siege  and  capture  of  Ft.  Blakely,  after  which 
he  remained  in  Montgomery,  Ala.,  until  the  close 

I  of  his  service.  He  was  mustered  out  at  Camp 
Butler  August  5.  1865,  having  for  three  years  worn 
the  blue  as  a  defender  of  the  Union. 

'  In  1866  Mr.  Keown  came  to  his  present  farm, 
and  many  of  the  improvements  upon  the  place 
are  the  work  of  his  own    hands.     He   has  ninety 

'  acres  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  the 
place  is  neat  and  thrift}  in  appearance.  A  great 
deal  of  his  time  has  been    given    to    church  work. 

'  At  the  age  of  fifteen  he  became  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  about  ten  years  later  he 
transferred  his  membership  to  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  has  since  earnestly  endeavored 
to  follow  in  his  plaster's  footsteps.  In  1871  he 
was  ordained  and  licensed  to  preach  the  Gospel, 
and  has  since  been  a  loc^I  preacher.  He  is  also  a 
prominent  worker  in  the  Sunday-school,  and  has 
served  as  its  Su{>erintendent. 

To  the  Rev.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keown  were  bom 
eight  children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living.    Will- 
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iam  L.,  born  February  9,  1860,  married  Janet  Car- 
son, and,  with  his  wife  and  two  children,  resides 
in  Centralia;  Edward  M.  was  born  April  27, 
1866;  Hettie  I.,  November  17,  1868;  Perry  W., 
February  4,  1871;  John  V.,  February  10,  1874; 
and  P'rank  A.,  September  15,  1877.  The  family 
is  one  of  prominence  in  the  community,  and  its 
members  rank  high  in  social  circles  where  true 
worth  and  intelligence  are  received  as  the  pass- 
ports into  good  society.  In  1845  Mr.  Keown 
joined  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  also  belongs 
to  the  Grand  Army  post  of  Carbondale.  He  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for  man^' 
years,  and  has  done  effective  service  in  the  inter- 
est of  education.  He  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Republican,  and  is  a  man  whose  upright  life  has 
made  him  a  valued  citizen. 


'^1  OHN  M.  WRIGHT.  There  are  few  men  of 
the  present  day  more  successful  or  more 
worthy  of  honorable  mention  than  the  sub- 
ject of  our  present  sketch,  who  is  one  of 
the  prominent  druggists  of  Chester.  A  record  of 
his  life  fully  illustrates  what  may  be  accomplished 
by  a  determined  will  and  perseverance,  for  through 
his  own  efforts  he  has  risen  to  his  present  high  po- 
sition in  the  community,  and  is  well  and  favora- 
bly known  througliout  the  county. 

Born  at  a  time  wlien  the  education  of  children 
did  not  receive  especial  attention,  young  Wright 
obtained  onl^'  a  limited  amount  of  literary  train- 
ing, but  at  an  early  age  evinced  a  special  tendency 
toward  the  profession  of  a  druggist,  and  through 
his  own  unaided  efforts  worked  his  way  up,  until 
at  the  present  time  he  is  one  of  the  prominent 
business  men  of  the  coninninity.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Shepherdstown,  W.  Va.,  August  4,  1836. 
He  is  the  son  of  Charles  and  Julia  Ann  (Entler) 
Wright,  natives  respectively  of  Jacobstown,  Burl- 
ington County,  N.  J.,  and  Virginia.  The  father 
was  a  millwright  by  trade,  and  the  son  of  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Bullock)  Wright.  Charles  Wright 
died  in  1889,  aged  seventy-four  j'ears,  and  his 
good  wife  died  in  1877. 

John  M.,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  eldest  in  a  fami- 


ly of  nine  children  born  to  his  parents,  of  whom 
seven  are  living.  He  accompanied  his  parents  on 
their  removal  to  this  place  in  1844,  where  the  fa- 
ther carried  on  his  trade  until  his  decease,  which 
occurred  June  2,  1889.  He  was  preceded  to  the 
better  land  by  his  good  wife,  who  died  in  1877. 
Having  been  a  clerk  in  the  drug  store  of  Hall  & 
Anderson  for  some  time,  our  subject  acquired  a 
full  knowledge  of  the  details  of  that  business,  and 
on  November  7,  1881,  purchased  the  stock  of  his 
emplo^-ers  and  has  since  conducted  the  business  at 
the  old  stand.  His  store  is  well  equipped  with  a 
full  line  of  drugs  and  medicines,  and  by  the  courte- 
ous treatment  of  his  patrons  he  is  conducting  a 
splendid  and  pa3-ing  business. 

The  lady  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
February  7,  1870,  was  Mary  T.,  a  daughter  of 
Chambers  and  Ellen  Anderson.  Mrs.  Wright  is  a 
native  of  this  city,  and  has  borne  her  husband 
seven  children,  one  son  and  six  daughters,  namely: 
Lizzie,  now  the  wife  of  O.  W.  Gottman;  Daisy, 
Homer,  Blanche,  Fannie,  Clata  and  Hazel.  He  is 
an  ardent  Democrat  and  is  influential  in  the  polit- 
ical life  of  his  community.  His  fellow-townsmen 
have  elected  him  to  various  local  positions,  and  he 
served  on  the  School  Board  very  satisfactorily  for 
three  years.  In  addition  to  his  drug  business,  our 
subject  owns  a  neat  little  farm  comprising  four- 
teen acres,  upon  which  are  to  be  found  a  comfort- 
able residence  and  all  the  modern  machinery  for 
its  operation. 


^^EORGE  WEHRHEIM,  a  progressive  mer- 
[I|  (— ,  chant  of  Baldwin,  has  the  honor  of  being  a 
^\^iji  native  of  Randolph  County.  He  was  born 
near  Red  Bud,  and  is  a  sou  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Rediesh)  Wehrheim,  who  were  honored  pioneers 
of  this  community.  They  were  born  and  reared 
in  Germany,  and  in  the  Fatherland  were  married. 
About  1842,  they  bade  adieu  to  the  home  of  their 
childhood  and  crossed  the  briny  deep  to  the  New 
World.  They  first  located  in  Monroe  County,  111., 
but  afterwards  settled  near  Red  Bud,  Randolph 
County.  In  1852,  the}'  went  to  Evansville,  where 
the  father  built  the  mill  which  is  now  operated  by 


(S/^^^<vei:.../v^/-.o.eX^ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


4d9 


Sauer  Brotliers.  lie  resided  in  Evansville  until 
Ins  death.  He  came  to  tliis  country  a  poor  man, 
but  won  his  way  upward  until  he  was  numbered 
among  the  leading  and  representative  business 
men  of  the  county.  On  his  arrival  in  Randolph 
County',  lie  ()urchased  a  farm  which  was  heavily 
timbered,  and  being  a  cooper  by  trade,  he  began 
making  his  timber  into  barrels,  and  in  the  winter 
season  employed  a  large  force  of  men  along  this 
line.  Success  attended  his  efforts,  and  from  the 
sale  of  liis  barrels  he  soon  acquired  enough  to  pay 
off  all  indebtedness  on  his  farm.  Not  long  after 
this  was  accomplished  he  sold  out  and  embarked 
in  milling  in  Evansville,  as  before  stated,  shipping 
by  boat' to  New  Orleans  and  St.  Louis.  He  died 
in  1873,  and  his  wife  has  also  passed  awa}'. 

Our  subject  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in 
the  family  of  seven  children.  He  was  reared  to 
manhood  under  the  parental  roof,  and  became 
familiar  with  the  occupations  in  which  iiis  father 
was  engaged.  He  followed  milling,  also  worked 
upon  the  liome  farm  and  clerked  in  his  father's 
store.  In  1872,  lie  went  to  Kansas,  where  lie  spent 
one  year.  After  his  return  to  Illinois,  in  1873,  he 
engaged  in  business  in  Evansville,  where  he  con- 
tinued for  about  four  years. 

In  1874  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Wehrheim  and  Miss  Augusta  Dickman,  the  step- 
daughter of  'Squire  John  Stoehr,  a  well  known 
resident  of  Red  Bud.  In  1877,  the}'  removed  to 
Baldwin,  which  at  that  time  was  in  its  infancy, 
and  our  sul)ject  established  a  general  merchandise 
store,  which  he  still  carries  on.  He  began  on  a 
small  scale,  Init  Ii.ts  steadily  enlarged  his  facilities 
to  meet  the  growing  demand,  until  he  now  has  a 
large  trade.  He  also  has  added  a  stock  of  ma- 
chinery, and  does  an  extensive  business  in  that 
line  as  well. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wehrheim  has  been 
blessed  with  eight  children,  namely:  William, 
Annie,  Arthur,  Lydia,  Cora,  Clara,  John  and  Al- 
bert. The  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken, 
and  all  arc  still  under  the  parental  roof.  The 
parents  hold  an  enviable  ()Osition  in  social  circles, 
and  are  numbered  among  the  best  and  most  prom- 
inent citizens  of  the  community.  In  his  political 
views,  Mr.  Wehrheim  is  a  stanch   Republican,  and 


his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
By  good  business  abilitj'  he  has  won  a  well  merited 
success.  He  is  industrious  and  enterprising,  and 
his  diligence  and  well  directed  efforts  have  placed 
him  among  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  count}-. 
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yW.  KIMBALL  for  many  years  ofliciatcd 
as  Deputy  County  Clerk  of  Jackson  Coun- 
ty, resigning  that  position  in  April,  1894, 
in  order  to  accept  the  chief  clerkship  in  the  oflice 
of  the  Revenue  Collector  of  the  Thirteenth  Dis- 
trict at  Cairo,  111.  Competence  has  won  him  this 
responsible  place  and  has  numbered  him  among 
the  leading  business  men  of  southern  Illinois.  He 
was  born  in  Golconda,  Pope  County,  III.,  January 
16,  1860,  and  is  the  eldest  of  eight  children  whose 
parents  were  John  B.  and  Malinda  II.  (Phillips) 
Kimball.  The  father  was  born  in  Indiana,  and  the 
paternal  grandfather,  William  Kimball,  was  lx)rn 
in  the  east  and  w.as  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  By 
trade  he  was  a  miller. 

When  a  young  man,  John  B.  Kimball  remov- 
ed to  Golconda,  111.,  and  in  the  fall  of  18C0  he 
went  to  Carbondale.  The  following  year  he  came 
to  Murphysboro,  where  he  operated  a  mill  until 
1871.  He  was  then  elected  County  Sheriff  for  a 
term  of  two  years,  and  he  has  also  served  as  Alder- 
man of  this  place.  For  a  time  he  carried  on  mill- 
ing, and  also  followed  merchandising.  He  still 
makes  his  home  in  Murphysboro,  and  is  a  highly 
respected  man.  Mrs.  Kimball  was  born  in  Union 
County, 111.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  W.  H.  Phillips, 
who  located  in  that  county  at  a  very  early  day. 
Her  death  occurred  in  1881.  Mr.  Kimball  was 
again  married,  and  has  one  child  by  this  second 
union.  Two  sons  and  three  daughters  of  the  first 
marriage  are  still  living. 

In  the  state  of  his  nativity  W.  W.  Kimball  was 
reared  to  manhood,  and  the  common  schools  af- 
forded him  his  educational  privileges.  From  early 
boyhood  he  was  familiar  with  the  milling  business, 
and  for  some  years  worked  for  his  father  along 
that  line.  He  spent  one  year  as  book-keeper  for 
the  Jackson  County  Milling  Company,  then  went 
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to  St.  Louis  and  became  book-keeper  in  a  commis- 
sion house. 

Mr.  Kimball  was  married  in  Murphj'sboro  in 
October,  1887,  the  lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss 
Eva  D.  Risling,  a  native  of  Jackson  Countj'  and  a 
daughter  of  C.  C.  Risling,  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  this  community.  He  was  for  3'ears  con- 
nected with  the  Mt.  Carbon  railroad  shops  as  mas- 
ter pattern  worker,  and  still  follows  that  business. 
Mrs.  Kimball  has  a  very  fine  musical  education 
and  is  a  lady  of  high  culture.  The  family  now 
numbers  two  children,  Thelma  and  Helen. 

Mr.  Kimball  is  a  prominent  Democrat,  and  for 
four  years  served  as  Secretary  of  the  County  Dem- 
ocratic Central  Committee.  He  is  a  member  of 
Mt.  Carbon  Lodge  No.  4.34,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  of 
Lincoln  Encatnpment  No.  109.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternit}'.  He  aided  in  the  organi- 
zation and  was  a  Director  of  the  first  Board  of  the 
Jackson  Count}'  Building  and  Loan  Association, 
and  also  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Building  and 
Loan  Association.  In  1883  he  was  appointed 
Deputy  Count}'  Clerk  under  John  R.  Kane,  and 
held  the  office  for  seven  years.  In  1891  he  en- 
gaged in  the  abstract  business,  and  in  December, 
1892,  became  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Jackson 
County  Abstract  and  Title  Guarantee  Company, 
of  which  he  was  made  Secretary.  In  November, 
1892,  be  was  appointed  Deput}-  Count}'  Clerk  by 
Edward  Crawford,  which  position  he  held  with 
credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  constitu- 
ents until  April,  1894.  He  then  accepted  the  chief 
clerkship  in  the  Revenue  Collector's  office  of  the 
Thirteenth  District,  at  Cairo,  111.,  under  W.  K. 
Murphy,  and  this  place  he  is  filling  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all  concerned.  He  is  an  expert  accountant, 
a  very  genial,  courteous  gentleman,  and  has  a  wide 
circle  of  friends. 


E^- 


WU.LIAM  A.  BOST.  The  labors  of  this 
honest,  upright  and  well-to-do  citizen 
have  resulted  in  the  possession  of  about 
three  hundred  acres  lying  on  section  1,  Somerset 
Township,  Jackson  County.  The  greater  part  of 
this  farm  the  proprietor  cleared  from   the  forest, 


and  labored  early  and  late  for  many  years  in  order 
to  bring  it  to  its  present  condition.  By  the  exer- 
cise of  great  industry,  frugality  and  good  man- 
agement he  has  accumulated  sufficient  means  to 
protect  him  against  want  in  liis  declining  years, 
while  his  career  as  a  citizen  has  been  such  as  to  es- 
tablish him  in  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  his 
neighbors. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Rachel 
(Lipe)  Bost,  were  natives  of  North  Carolina  and 
descendants  of  German  ancestry.  Grandfather 
Bost  was  a  soldier  in  the  Colonial  army  during 
the  War  of  the  Revolution.  William  A.  was  born 
in  Rowan  County,  N.  C,  December  15,  1826,  and 
in  childhood  received  a  rudimentary  education  in 
the  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood.  At  that 
time  both  the  "temple  of  learning"  and  the 
method  of  instruction  were  of  a  character  most 
crude.  The  house  was  built  of  logs,  with  a  plank 
floor,  slab  seats  resting  on  wooden  legs,  and  an 
open  fireplace  with  a  chimney  made  of  rocks  laid 
in  mortar.  The  writing  desk  was  made  of  a  plank 
extending  the  entire  length  of  the  wall  and  sup- 
ported by  pegs  driven  in  the  logs. 

In  the  spring  of  1846  Mr.  Bost  came  to  Illinois, 
and  until  the  fall  of  the  same  year  sojourned  in 
Montgomery  County,  going  thence  to  Perry  Coun- 
ty. In  the  spring  of  1852  he  came  to  Jackson 
County  and  located  on  Elk  Prairie,  but  soon  re- 
moved to  De  Soto  Township,  where  he  remained 
for  a  short  time.  From  there  he  came  to  Somer- 
set Township,  and  purchasing  his  present  farm, 
commenced  the  work  of  clearing  and  improving 
the  land.  For  a  time  he  lived  in  a  log  cabin,  but 
later  constructed  a  frame  house,  in  which  he  lived 
until  1893,  when  he  completed  his  elegant  and 
modern  residence,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  township. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Bost,  which  occurred 
in  1849,  united  him  with  Miss  Lucretia  Robinson, 
and  resulted  in  the  birth  of  a  son,  John.  He 
afterward  married  Amanda  Crews,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  ten  children,  viz.:  William 
A.,  Edward,  George,  Ibson;  Rachel,  wife  of  George 
Bradley;  Ann,  who  married  Ellis  Moon;  Ruth, 
Hardy,  Manning  and  Daniel.  The  mother  of  these 
children  was  a  lady  of  kindly  disposition  and 
a   devoted   member   of  the  Methodist   Episcopal 
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Church,  aud  her  death,  April  5, 1893,  was  mourned 
by  tiic  members  of  that  denomination  and  b^'  all 
who  knew  her. 

Politically,  Mr.  Bost  is  a  standi  supporter  of 
the  i)rinciples  of  the  People's  party.  lie  has 
served  with  etHcicncj'  as  Collector  of  Somerset 
Township,  and  has  also  represented  the  township 
as  a  member  of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors. 
P"or  some  years  he  has  been  identified  with  the 
Farmers'  Mutual  Benefit  Association,  belonging 
to  Lodge  No.  95,  in  De  Soto  Township.  Mr.  Bost 
has  become  well  known  as  a  law-abiding  citizen, 
and  has  a  comfortable  home,  where  are  frequently 
welcomed  the  many  friends  whom  he  has  made 
during  his  long  sojourn  in  the  county. 

,^^\  ILES  J.  SNIDER,  wiio  carries  on  farming 
on  section  23,  Carbondale  Township,  Jack- 
son County,  was  born  October  21,  1836, 
on  Eight  Mile  Prairie,  Williamson  Coun- 
ty, 111.  Ilis  grandfather,  Solomon  Snider,  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  about  1806  emigrated  to 
Union  County,  111.  A  short  time  afterward  he  re- 
moved to  Eight  Mile  Prairie,  where  he  built  a  log 
liouse,  which  is  still  standing.  Later  lie  removed 
to  Six  Mile  Prairie,  in  Franklin  Count}',  where  he 
made  a  permanent  location,  and  in  the  midst  of 
the  wilderness  developed  a  fine  farm.  He  had  one 
of  the  first  horse-mills  of  that  locality.  He  mar- 
ried Polly  Smith,  and  to  them  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, three  j'et  living:  Mrs.  Nancy  McElvain,  of 
Berry  Count}';  Solomon,  who  lives  on  the  old 
home  farm  in  Franklin  County,  and  Mrs.  Sophro- 
11  ia  Kiminel,  of  Elkville,  Jackson  Count}-. 

Ephraim  Snider,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  I'nion  County,  April  9,  1809,  and  married 
iCIizalieth  Herrin,  a  native  of  Ilerrin's  Prairie, 
Williamson  County,  born  May  1,  1819.  Her  fa- 
ther, David  Herrin,  was  born  in  South  Carolina  on 
the  15th  of  August,  1793,  and  accompanied  her 
grandfather.  John  Herrin,  to  Hopkins  County,  Ky., 
when  a  boy.  February  21,1814,  in  Kentucky,  oc- 
curred his  marriage  with  Sarah  Herring,  who  was 
born  in  South  Carolina,  October  9,  1792,  and  died 
July  31,  1856.     On   the   10th   of   February,   1819, 


they  came  to  Ilerrin's  Prairie,  Williamson  County, 
111.,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  their  de- 
mise. They  reared  a  family  of  six  children,  viz.: 
Delila  P.,  Alfred  J.,  Elizabeth,  Oliver,  Eleanor  and 
iSIartha  C.  Tiie  father  of  this  family  died  Septem- 
ber 1,  1870. 

John  Herrin,  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
w.as  probably  a  native  of  South  Carolina;  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Collins,  who  was  born  in  Ireland. 
Another  great-grandfather,  the  Rev.  Isaac  Her- 
ring, was  fine  of  the  early  settlers  of  Kentucky, 
removing  thither  from  South  Carolina  in  1812. 
Later,  accompanied  by  his  wife  and  six  of  their 
children,  Jonathan,  James,  Reuben,  Moses,  Rachel 
and  Rebecca,  he  removed  to  Illinois  and  settled  at 
Herrin's  Prairie,  Williamson  County.  There  hi? 
death  occurred  June  29,  1845,  aged  seventy-seven 
years.  His  wife,  Unity,  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1770,  and  passed  away  July  23,  1846.  He  was  a 
pioneer  Missionary  Baptist  preacher  of  ability,  and 
aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Franklin  Baptist 
Association. 

The  Rev.  Isaac  Herring  and  David  Herrin,  in 
whose  honor  Herrin's  Prairie  was  named,  were 
numbered  among  the  first  settlers  of  this  part  of 
Illinois.  At  the  time  of  settling  here,  they  found 
the  country  infested  with  tribes  of  Indians  as  well 
as  almost  every  variety  of  wild  animals  and  game. 
By  occupation  they  were  farmers,  and  though  suli- 
jected  to  the  many  hardshiiis  endured  by  the  first 
settlers  of  a  new  country,  were  successful  finan- 
cially. Their  children  became  useful  and  honored 
citizens,  and  hundreds  of  their  descendants  are 
now  numbered  among  the  progressive  residents  of 
this  locality. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  Sep- 
tember 24,  1835,  and  located  on  Eight  Mile  Prai- 
rie, in  Williamson  County,  where  they  resided  un- 
til 1856.  The  farm  upon  which  they  lived  is  still 
in  the  family.  They  then  came  to  J.ackson  Coun- 
ty, and  in  1859  built  a  brick  house,  then  the  finest 
in  the  county.  The  father  began  life  a  poor  man, 
but  accumulated  a  large  estate.  He  died  Decem- 
ber 28,  1867,  and  his  wife  passed  away  July  7, 
1888.  Both  lie  buried  in  Snider  Cemetery,  where 
a  fine  marble  monument  marks  their  last  resting 
place.     In    the    family    were  nine  sons   and  four 
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daughters,  and  at  the  death  of  the  mother  six  of 
the  sons  acted  as  pall  bearers.  The  members  of 
the  family  still  living  are:  M.  J.;  Rebecca,  wife 
of  M.  A.  Evans,  of  Carbondalc,  by  whom  she  has 
four  children;  Solomon;  Sarah  E.;  Mike  T.,  of 
Carbondale  Township,  who  married  Martha  Brew- 
ster, by  whom  he  has  two  children;  MoUie,  wife 
of  Dr.  John  Vick,  of  Carterville,  111.,  by  whom  she 
has  four  children ;  Charles  P.,  who  married  Nancy 
Woods,  and  has  five  children;  E.  Monroe,  who 
wedded  Emma  Painter,  and  with  his  wife  and  two 
children  makes  his  home  in  Carbondale;  and  Laura, 
twin  sister  of  Monroe.  She  is  now  the  wife  of 
Eobert  H.  Dillinger,  of  Carbondale  Township,  and 
has  five  children. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  a  little  log 
schoolhouse,  heated  by  a  fireplace  and  seated  with 
rude  slab  benches.  He  aided  in  the  labors  of  the 
home  farm  until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when 
he  commenced  life  for  himself  on  a  wild  farm  on 
section  22,  De  Soto  Township.  He  built  a  log 
cabin  and  brought  to  his  new  home  a  bride.  Oc- 
tober 24,  1861,  he  married  Anna  Maria  Boucher, 
who  was  born  in  Ireland,  July  5,  1843.  She  died 
May  29,  1865,  leaving  a  daughter,  Lizzie,  who  was 
born  December  24,  1862,  and  is  now  the  wife  of 
W.  D.  Ward,  of  DuQuoin,  by  whom  she  has  two 
children. 

Mr.  Snider  was  again  married,  November  10, 
1872,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Jeremiah  and  Mary  (Hagler)  Brewster. 
Her  father  was  born  in  1815,  and  was  a  son  of 
Jeremiah  Brewster.  Her  mother  was  born  in  Po- 
mona Township,  Jackson  County,  June  20,  1820, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  John  and  Susan  Hagler, 
who  came  to  Illinois  in  a  very  early  day  from 
North  Carolina.  Mr.  Brewster  died  in  1877,  but 
his  widow  still  survives  him.  They  were  the  par- 
ents of  eight  children,  seven  yet  living:  Dr.  James 
Brewster,  Mrs.  Mary  Campbell,  William  Harrison, 
Mrs.  Snider,  Mrs.  Mattie  Snider,  Mrs.  Laura  Quails 
and  Mrs.  Cora  Van  Keurcn.  The  parents  were 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Two  sons,  James  and  John,  served  in  the  Civil 
War,  the  former  as  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Eigh- 
teen Illinois  Infantr}';  and  the  latter  in  Company 
B,  Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry.     He  died  March 


27,  1880.  Mrs.  Snider  was  born  March  9,  1849, 
received  a  college  education,  and  afterward  suc- 
cessfully engaged  in  teaching. 

In  1866,  Mr.  Snider  removed  to  his  present  farm, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  carries  on 
general  farming,  and  four  hundred  and  fifteen 
acres  of  valuable  land  pay  tribute  to  his  care  and 
cultivation.  He  also  raises  some  fine  cattle  and 
horses.  In  1872  he  erected  a  commodious  and 
comfortable  residence  at  a  cost  of  $2,500,  and  the 
home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Snider  was  blessed  by  three 
children:  Manning,  who  was  born  April  8,  1875, 
and  is  a  student  in  the  State  Normal  Universitj'; 
Andrew  J.,  born  Januarj'  27,  1882;  and  Nellie, 
born  on  the  17th  of  Januar3%  1886.  The  mother 
is  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  Sunday-school 
work.  Mr.  Snider  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  served  as  School  Di- 
rector. He  may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man, 
for  since  starting  out  in  life  he  has  been  dependent 
entirely'  upon  his  own  resources,  and  his  success  is 
the  result  of  his  own  labors. 


3^E 


REDERICK   WILLIAM    RIECKENBERG. 

S^  The  world  is  crowded  with  men  and  women, 
each  trying  to  gain  success  through  the 
different  avenues  of  money-making,  and  day  after 
day  the  ceaseless  round  of  duty  goes  on,  some  giv- 
ing attention  to  professional  callings,  some  buying 
and  selling  in  commercial  headquarters,  and  others 
cultivating  the  soil.  It  is  generally-  conceded  that 
the  agriculturist  leads  the  most  independeut  life, 
and  certainly  to  no  class  of  bread-winners  are  we 
indebted  for  more  beneficial  results  than  to  the 
farmer. 

Among  those  in  Randolph  County  who  are  iden- 
tified with  the  latter-named  class  may  be  men- 
tioned the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  born  in 
Wine  Hill,  this  count3',  September  26,  1853.  His 
father,  Diederich  Rieckenberg,  was  born  In  Ger- 
man}', and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years  emigrated 
to  America,  and  after  working  in  New  Orleans, 
La.,  for  several  years,  came  to  Randolph  County, 
some  time  during  tlie  '30s.    Since  that  time  he  has 
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been  closely  identified  with  the  farming  interests 
of  the  county,  and  is  still  living  at  Wine  Hill.  His 
wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Ileitmann, 
died  in  1872. 

In  the  pai-ochial  school  at  Wine  Hill,  as  well  as 
the  public  schools  of  that  place,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  a  practical  education.  He  worked 
on  the  home  farm  until  he  was  twenty-four,  when 
he  settled  upon  his  present  estate,  and  has  since 
devoted  his  attention  to  cultivating  and  improv- 
ing the  property-.  His  buildings  are  modern  in 
design  and  attractive  in  appearance,  while  he  has 
all  the  machinery  to  be  found  upon  a  first-class 
farm.  In  addition  to  the  raising  of  cereals  he  is 
largelj'  interested  in  stock-raising,  making  a  spe- 
cialty of  milch  cows.  He  has  an  interest  in  the 
Stecleville  creamery. 

Mr.  Rieckenberg  was  united  in  marriage  in 
1877  with  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of  Conrad  and  M. 
(Ro3-erslier)  Yoges,  who  reside  near  Red  Bud,  111. 
The  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  chil- 
dren, namely':  Adelia,  George,  Helene,  William, 
Fritz  and  Rudolph,  all  of  whom  reside  with  their 
parents  and  attend  the  home  schools.  In  religious 
belief,  Mr.  Rieckenberg  and  his  entire  family  are 
identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics, 
he  has  been  a  life-long  Democrat,  and  has  served 
as  Road  Commissioner,  as  well  as  in  other  local 
positions  of  trust. 


ylLLIAM  A.  MILLIGAN,  who  is  always 
found  in  the  front  rank  of  any  enterprise 
calculated  to  promote  the  growth  and  up- 
building of  Coulterville,  is  a  citizen  whom  Ran- 
dolph County  could  ill  afford  to  lose.  He  is  both 
widely  and  favorably  known,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  carr3'ing  on  a  good  trade  as  stationer  and 
jeweler.  In  local  affairs  he  has  also  been  promi- 
nent, having  been  City  Clerk  of  Coulterville  for 
three  years,  and  a  member  of  the  .School  Board  for 
one  term. 

Samuel  and  Rachael  K.  (Miller)  Milligan,  the 
parents  of  our  subject,  were  natives  respectively 
of  Adams  County,  Ohio,  and  Saratoga  County, 
N.  Y.,  the  father  having  been  bom   in   December, 


1809,  and  the  mother  in  October,  1817.  The  pa- 
ternal grandparents  of  our  subject,  William  and 
Jane  (Gibson)  Milligan,  came  from  Scotland.  His 
maternal  grandparents  were  also  born  across  the 
water,  William  IMillcr  being  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  his  wife,  Margaret  Miller,  being  born  in 
Ireland. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in  Illi- 
nois in  1837,  near  the  Garden  of  Eden,  and  after 
their  union,  located  near  Coulterville,  on  a  farm 
which  is  now  the  site  of  the  village.  AVhen  Sam- 
uel Milligan  settled  here,  it  was  a  wild  and  uncul- 
tivated tract,  and  he  was  one  of  the  pioneers  in 
the  vicinity.  He  manifested  a  commendable  in- 
terest in  every  advance  movement,  and  took  an 
active  part  in  educational  and  ecclesiastical  affairs. 
With  his  wife  he  was  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church.  He  died  July  13,  1852;  his 
wife  still  survives.  They  reared  a  family  of  eight 
children,  six  of  whom  are  now  living. 

William  A.  Milligan  was  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead February  23,  1840,  and  remained  there  until 
1867.  After  attaining  his  majorit3',  he  superin- 
tended the  operations  of  the  estate  for  six  years, 
when  he  came  to  Coulterville  and  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  A.  S.  Dickey-  <fe  Co.,  continuing 
in  the  business  for  nearl}^  three  j'ears.  This  ven- 
ture did  not  prove  at  all  successful,  and  in  Janu- 
ar}',  1871,  Mr.  Milligan,  having  disposed  of  his 
stock  of  merchandise,  borrowed  $100,  which,  added 
to  the  amount  he  already'  had,  enabled  him  to  open 
a  small  book  and  stationery  store,  and  in  this 
branch  of  trade  he  is  still  engaged. 

In  1873  our  subject,  in  compan}'  with  his  brother 
J.  S.,  opened  a  fine  drug  store  in  this  place,  which 
they  continued  to  conduct  very  successfully  until 
1879.  The  old  homestead  already  spoken  of  was 
sold,  and  the  monej-  derived  therefrom  divided 
among  the  children,  Mr.  Milligan's  share  being 
$800.  March  9,  1886,  he  married  Miss  Anna  Sor- 
rells,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  the  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Emma  (Blair)  Sorrells.  Mrs.  Milligan 
was  born  February  18,  1859,  and  has  become  the 
mother  of  a  daughter,  Emily,  who  was  born  De- 
cember 12,  1891. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Milligan  are  devoted  members  of 
the  United  Presbyterian  Church,  of  which  denom- 
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ination  in  CouUerville  our  subject  was  one  of  the 
founders,  and  also  served  as  its  Treasurer  for  a 
number  of  years.  His  membership  is  now  with  the 
church  at  Oakdale.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in 
politics,  and  for  fifteen  years  was  the  efficient 
servant  of  Uncle  Sam  as  Postmaster  at  this  place, 
aud  for  five  years  served  as  Deput^^  Postmaster. 
His  long  residence  here  has  made  him  well  known 
to  the  public,  and  that  he  is  highly  regarded  can- 
not be  doubled  when  the  large  number  of  his 
warm  friends  are  taken  into  consideration.  He 
was  one  of  the  Directors  in  the  establishment  of 
the  CouUerville  flouring  mills,  aud  also  owns  stock 
in  the  co-opcratiye  creamery,  which  forms  one  of 
the  industries  of  this  place. 


€^ 


• .  "••  i-^  I' 


LFRED  C.  GANT,  a  son  of  a  well  known, 
highly    respected    pioneer,  Alfred    Gant, 

///  ii.  Sr.,  and  a  native  of  Boone  Count}',  K}'., 
^§1  is  a  most  progressive  and  popular  citizen, 

and  IS  an  intelligent,  genial  3'oung  man.  He  is 
prominently  identified  with  the  farming  interests 
of  township  6,  range  7,  Randolph  County,  where 
he  is  ably  managing  his  extensive  agricultural  in- 
terests on  his  father's  finely  improved  farm  on 
section  14,  which  the  latter  purchased  in  his  early 
manhood,  and  developed  by  hard  and  persistent 
labor  into  one  of  the  choicest  estates  in  this  locality. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1820,  and 
when  a  child  of  four  years  was  brought  by  his 
parents  to  Randolph  Count}^  settling  on  a  farm 
within  one  mile  of  the  present  home  estate.  Alfred, 
Sr.,  had  to  go  a  distance  of  three  miles  to  school, 
and  notwithstanding  the  long  journey,  attended 
very  regularlj'.  He  improved  this  opportunity  un- 
til he  became  grown,  when  he  gave  his  entire  time 
to  helping  his  father.  After  his  marriage  he  started 
out  for  himself,  and  by  his  industry  and  economy 
became  possessed  of  an  abundance  of  property, 
which  included  fifteen  hundred  acres  of  as  fine 
land  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  county.  This  he  took 
great  pride  in  cultivating  and  improving, and  it  is 
without  doubt  the  finest  in  the  township. 

Alfred  Gant,  Sr.,  was  married  March  19,  1846, 
to  Martha  Milllgen,  whose  parents  were  early  set- 


tlers in  Randolph  Countj',  and  to  their  union  were 
born  eight  children.  He  was  called  to  the  land 
beyond  March  21,  1882,  mourned  and  respected 
by  his  many  friends  and  acquaintances.  His  good 
wife  followed  him  to  the  better  land  May  29,  1893. 
In  politics  Mr.  Gant  was  first  a  Whig,  but  on  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  part}'  was  always 
found  read}'  to  support  its  candidates.  He  and 
his  good  wife  were  both  devoted  members  of  the 
Methodist  Church. 

The  subject  of  this  notice,  who  was  born  on  his 
present  farm,  April  25,  1868,  obtained  a  primary 
education  in  the  district  schools,  and  assisted  his 
father  in  the  farm  work  until  reaching  his  eigh- 
teenth year.  At  this  period  in  his  life  he  entered 
the  school  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  and  was  a  faithful 
student  there  for  seven  months.  He  again  return- 
ed to  the  farm  and  continued  his  agricultural  pur- 
suits. Young  Gant  then  made  two  trips  through 
the  west  on  prospecting  tours,  but  finally  settled 
down  to  carry  on  his  chosen  vocation.  He  is  look- 
ed upon  as  one  of  the  leading  young  farmers  in 
southern  Illinois,  and  has  reason  to  be  proud  of 
his  fine  possession,  which  was  loft  him  on  the  death 
of  his  father. 

October  13,  1892,  our  subject  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Mollie  E.  Crisler,  a  daughter  of 
Fletcher  and  Mary  (Harmon)  Crisler,  both  natives 
of  Randolph  County.  Our  subject  was  formerly  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  at  Chester,  and 
is  a  stanch  Democrat  in  his  political  affiliations. 

^^^J^'^i^^icC  -3^  "^^  ^Dy  3i£  ^^  7^'  ^i^  ^^  ^,'i^ ^ 

'  OIIN  A.WAGNER.  Randolph  County  is 
the  home  of  quite  a  number  of  men  who 
were  thrown  upon  their  own  resources  at  au 
early  age,  and  whose  natural  aptness  and 
energy  were  developed  and  strengthened  by  con- 
tact with  the  world,  resulting  in  making  their 
lives  more  than  ordinarily  successful.  Among  this 
number  is  John  A.  Wagner,  one  of  the  most  prom- 
inent and  successful  merchants  of  Evans ville. 

A  native  of  Germany,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Kur-Hessen  IMay  27,  1848,  and  is  a  son  of  Valen- 
tine and  Anna  Catherine  (Dill)  Wagner.  The 
parents   emigrated   to  the  United  States  in  1857, 
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nnd  coming  directly  to  Illinois,  located  in  IMonroe 
Count}',  where  the^'  made  their  home  on  a  farm 
for  eight  mouths.  August  10  of  the  following 
year,  the}-  removed  to  Evans ville,  where  thcj'  died 
just  thirty-six  hours  apart  in  1889,  the  father's 
decease  occurring  March  l,and  the  mother's  March 
3.  The  father  was  a  mining  engineer  in  his  na- 
tive land,  but  after  coming  to  America  followed 
the  trade  of  a  cooper.  The  paternal  grandfather 
of  our  subject,  Nicholas  Wagner,  was  also  a  native 
of  Germany, and  died  there  when  Valentine  was  a 
child. 

The  parental  family  included  two  sons  and  four 
daughters,  of  whom  those  living  are:  Catharine, 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Heck;  Dorothy,  Mrs.  .Joseph  Yeagle; 
Frederick  and  our  subject.  John  A.  has  made 
this  place  his  home  since  1858,  and  received  his 
education  in  the  common  schools,  which  he  at- 
tended during  the  winter  seasons.  Soon  after 
reaching  his  majoritj'  he  began  working  at  the 
trade  of  a  cooper,  which  he  had  learned  under 
his  father.  He  continued  to  be  thus  engaged  until 
1867,  and  later  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for 
about  three  j'ears.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time 
he  began  clerking  in  the  general  store  of  John 
Bratnej-,  of  this  place,  and  remained  with  him  for 
three  years  and  four  months.  After  leaving  his 
employ-  his  services  were  engaged  by  George 
Welirheim,and  fourteen  months  later  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brother  Frederick  and  opened 
up  a  general  store,  which  they  conducted  success- 
fully for  eleven  j-ears.  Upon  disposing  of  the 
stock,  our  subject  found  another  location  and  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  mercantile  trade. 

September  17,  1874,  John  A.  Wagner  and  Miss 
Sophia  Heiman,  a  native  of  St.  Louis,  were  united 
in  marriage.  To  them  were  born  five  children,  of 
whom  the  three  living  are  Frederick,  Adelaide  and 
Anna.  Mr.  Wagner  is  public  spirited,  and  main- 
tains a  deep  interest  in  all  movements  which 
promise  to  advance  the  material  or  moral  prosper- 
ity of  the  citizens.  His  many  sterling  qualities  and 
unassuming  manners  have  won  him  a  high  place  in 
the  esteem  of  his  fellow-citizens,  who  have  elected 
him  to  the  offices  of  Town  Treasurer  and  Trustee. 
Socially,  he  is  a  member  of  Egypt  Star  Lodge  No. 
286,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  of  Bud  Red,  and  joined   the   Ma- 


sonic fraternity  in  1876,  being  a  member  of  Kas- 
kaskia  Lodge  Xo.  86.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Sta- 
ley's  Chapter  No.  103,  at  Sparta.  In  politics  he  is 
a  Republican  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  U.  S. 
G  ran  t. 

■ — ^mc^ — •  ^ 


SpBRNEST  C.  ROWOLD,  wl 
l^  general  farming  on  sectio 
'*' — ^  rie,  Randolph  County,  w£ 


<SpB  RNEST  C.  ROWOLD,  who    is  engaged    in 

section  25,  Horse  Prai- 
.■as  born  in  Prussia, 
in  1835,  and  at  the  age  of  eleven  years  came  to 
the  United  States  with  his  parents,  Frederick  and 
Sophia  (Yeager)  Rowold,  both  of  whom  were  also 
natives  of  Prussia.  They  made  their  way  to  Liv- 
erpool, and  while  en  route  for  that  place  were 
wrecked  in  the  North  Sea.  From  England  they 
sailed  for  New  Orleans,  reaching  the  Crescent  City 
in  Januaiy,  1847,  and  then  came  up  the  Mississippi 
to  Cairo,  thence  to  St.  Louis,  and  on  to  Horse 
Prairie.  The  father  died  the  year  after  his  arrival, 
but  the  mother  survived  until  1862.  Their  fam- 
ily numbered  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  yet 
living,  as  follows:  Frederick;  Conrad,  who  owns 
and  operates  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
the  old  homestead  farm;  Ernest  C,  of  this  sketch; 
Wilhelmina,  widow  of  Frederick  Hartman,  of  Horse 
Prairie,  and  Emil}-,  wife  of  Henry  Busch. 

Judge  Rowold  was  reared  to  manhood  under 
the  parental  roof,  becoming  familiar  with  all  the 
duties  of  farm  life  and  also  with  its  pleasures.  He 
attended  the  common  schools,  and  ere  his  majority 
learned  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  followed  for 
some  time.  In  1857  he  chose  as  a  companion  and 
helpmate  on  life's  journej'  Miss  Caroline  Hartman. 
By  their  marriage  were  born  twelve  children,  nine 
of  whom  are  still  living:  Ernest,  who  is  engaged, 
in  farming  in  this  count}-;  Frederick,  of  Bucksville, 
Monroe  County;  Caroline,  wife  of  Henr}'  Arbeiter, 
a  resident  of  Jackson  County;  Sophia,  wife  of 
Charles  Kloepper,  an  agriculturist  of  this  commu- 
nity; William,  who  is  living  in  Red  Bud;  Herman, 
who  spent  five  years  in  a  school  at  Springfield,  111., 
and  is  now  pastor  of  a  Lutheran  Church  in  Mar- 
quette Count}',  Wis.;  Hannah,  Mina  and  Henry. 

Through  the  winter  season  Mr.  Rowold  has  fol- 
lowed coopering,  and  in  the  summer  months  has 
devoted  his  time  and   energies  to  farm  work.     He 
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now  owns  one  liundred  and  twenty  acres  of  good 
land,  the  greater  part  of  which  is  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  The  iraprovements  upon  his 
place  indicate  his  thrift  and  enterprise  and  are 
such  as  are  seen  on  a  model  farm. 

In  politics  Judge  Rowold  has  long  been  a  stanch 
Democrat.  For  two  terms  he  served  as  Coun- 
ty Commissioner  with  credit  to  himself  and  to  the 
satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  For  sixteen  con- 
secutive 3'ears  he  was  a  member  of  the  School 
Board  and  did  effective  service  in  the  cause  of  ed- 
ucation. For  the  same  length  of  time  he  also 
served  as  Appraiser  of  the  Horse  Prairie  Insurance 
Company.  In  public  office,  as  in  private  life,  he 
has  always  been  true  and  faithful  to  his  duties,  and 
hence  he  has  won  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  a 
large  circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  He  is 
now  a  Director  in  the  Horse  Prairie  Township  Mu- 
tual Insurance  Compan}-. 


?REDERICK  SCHRIEBER,whois  numbered 
among  the  honored  pioneer  settlers  of 
Randolph  Count}',  located  here  in  1837, 
more  than  half  a  century  ago.  He  at  once  took 
up  land  from  the  Government  and  began  the  de- 
velopment of  a  farm.  With  the  history  of  fron- 
tier days  he  was  familiar,  and  the  hardships  and 
trials  of  pioneer  life  were  known  to  him  through 
experience.  He  was  a  man  of  an  industrious  and 
enterprising  disposition,  and  through  his  untiring 
labors  he  developed  a  fine  farm,  continuing  its 
cultivation  until  his  death,  in  September,  1867.  He 
left  a  widow  and  five  children.  Tiie  former  after- 
ward became  the  wife  of  his  brother,  Cliarles  Schrie- 
ber.  The  members  of  the  family  are,  Fritz,  who  now 
resides  in  Washington  County;  Henry,  who  is  also 
living  in  Wasliington  County;  Charles  W.,  the 
third  in  order  of  birth;  William,  who  makes  his 
home  in  this  count3-,and  Ed,  who  is  also  living  in 
Washington  County. 

Charles  W.  Schrieber  w.as  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead farm  in  1854,  there  spent  the  days  of  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  and  has  made  it  his  home 
since  attaining  to  years  of  maturity.  It  is  there- 
fore doubly  dear  to  him.     In  the  common  schools 


of  the  neighborhood  he  acquired  a  good  education, 
which  well  fitted  him  for  the  practical  duties  of 
life.  After  his  father's  death,  when  the  estate  was 
settled  up,  he  received  the  old  homestead  of  two 
hundred  and  forty  acres  as  his  share  of  the  prop- 
erty and  has  since  here  carried  on  general  farm- 
ing. In  connection  with  this  he  has  a  general 
merchandise  store  in  Prairie  and  is  doing  a  good 
business  along  that  line. 

In  1882  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Cliarles 
W.  Schrieber  and  IMiss  Annie  Saw3'er.  One  child 
graced  their  union,  Ida.  The  mother  was  laid  to 
rest  in  1887,  and  Mr.  Selirieber  afterward  married 
Miss  Mary  Goetting,  by  whom  he  has  one  child, 
Stalla. 

In  politics  our  subject  has  followed  in  the  po- 
litical footsteps  of  his  father  and  is  a  stanch  Demo- 
crat. He  takes  an  active  part  in  local  politics  and 
does  all  in  his  power  to  insure  the  success  and  pro- 
mote the  growth  of  his  part}'.  Public  spirited  and 
progressive,  he  manifests  a  commendable  interest 
in  everything  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the 
community  .and  is  ever  found  in  tlie  front  ranks 
of  those  enterprises  which  are  calculated  for  public 
advancement.  Both  he  and  his  wife  arc  members  of 
tiie  Lutheran  Church,  and  the  community  in  which 
his  entire  life  has  been  passed  finds  in  him  a  worthy 
and  valued  citizen  and  one  who  has  tlie  high  re- 
gard of  all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations 
have  brought  him  in  contact. 


li-^-i^li 
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AMES  H.  MORELAND,  a  prosperous  agri- 
culturist and  successful  stock-raiser,  resid- 
^.^  I  ing  upon  one  of  the  best  farms  in  township 
Ij^^  5,  range  6,  Randolph  County,  is  the  proprie- 
tor of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land.  He  is 
the  son  of  James  Moreland,  who  was  born  in  the 
North  of  Ireland  in  1787,  and  when  a  young  man 
accompanied  his  father  to  America,  landing  in  New 
York  City.  Upon  locating  in  Greene  County,  Ohio, 
he  purchased  sixty  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  until  1833.  In  that  year  he  came  to 
Randolph  County  and  made  his  home  on  section  3, 
township  5,  range  6,  where  he  died  in   1848.     In 
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Ireland  he  followed  llie  trade  of  u  weaver,  but 
after  coming  to  the  United  States  lie  engaged  in 
farming. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Will- 
iam Moieland,  was  also  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle,  and  upon  coming  to  America  with  his  son, 
located  in  the  Buckeye  State,  where  he  remained 
until  death.  Mrs.  Klizabeth  (Killough)  Moreland, 
the  mother  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  the  Abbey- 
ville  District,  S.  C,  and  at  the  death  of  her  mother 
removed  with  her  father  to  Oiiio.  Her  parents 
were  William  and  Elizabeth  Killough,  natives  of 
South  Carolina  and  of  English  descent.  She  was 
married  to  James  Moreland  in  181(),and  by  him 
became  the  mother  of  eleven  children,  of  whom 
Sarah,  Mary  Ann,  James  Killough,  Thomas  and 
Lydia  A.  (Mrs.  Elliott)  are  deceased.  Those  liv- 
ing besides  our  subject  are  Amelia,  Mrs.  David 
Tweed,  of  Sparta;  William  G.,  who  makes  his  home 
in  Page  County,  Iowa;  John  L.,  a  retired  farmer 
in  Kansas  Cit}',  Mo.;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Samuel 
Dickey,  a  farmer  of  Kansas;  and  Margaret,  the 
wife  of  Theron  Mcljoan,  who  resides  in  Sparta. 

James  II.  Moreland  was  born  in  September,  1838, 
in  Randolph  County,  and  was  given  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools.  After  the  decease 
of  his  father  he  remained  at  home  with  his  mother 
until  her  death,  and  was  onl^-  sixteen  years  of  age 
when  he  took  charge  of  the  home  farm.  In  1861 
he  joined  the  Union  army,  enlisting  in  Company- 
C,  Thirtieth  Illinois  Infantry,  under  Capt.  James 
C.  Wilson.  His  first  engagement  was  at  Britain 
Lane,  where  one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  Confed- 
erates and  two  Union  soldiers  were  killed.  The 
last  battle  in  which  he  participated  was  that  of  At- 
lanta. During  his  entire  period  of  service  he  was 
neither  wounded  nor  taken  prisoner. 

When  mustered  out  of  service,  in  December.  1864, 
at  Savannah,  Ga.,  young  Moreland  returned  home 
and  located  upon  the  place  which  is  his  present 
home.  The  lady  whom  he  married  January  1, 
1878,  was  Miss  Nellie  E.,  daughter  of  John  K.  and 
Elizabeth  (Gillespie)  Burke.  Mrs.  INIoreland  is  a 
native  of  this  county,  while  her  parents  were  born 
in  South  Carolina  and  were  of  English  descent. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  two  died  in  infancj'.  Effle  is  a 
16 


student  in  the  schools  of  Sparta;    Ida,  William  and 
Bessie  are  at  home. 

In  his  political  relations  our  subject  is  a  stanch 
Republican  and  takes  a  leading  part  in  local  mat- 
ters. He  was  elected  County  Commissioner  in 
1891,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  foremost  cit- 
izens of  his  township.  He  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Preshyteri.in  Church  and  are  ever 
ready  to  assist  in  the  religious  work  or  the  benevo- 
lent enterprises  of  the  vicinity. 


^t  LVAII  BLANCHARD,  formerly  one  of  the 
'v/    1     "'<^*'''  prominent    merchants  of    Tamaroa, 

///  li  and  well  known  throughout  southern 
<^  Illinois,  died  at  the  Baptist  Sanitarium  in 

St.  Louis  January  21,  18i)4.  In  his  demise  it  was 
realized  that  the  best  interests  of  Perry  County 
suffered  an  irremediable  loss.  For  many  years  his 
history  was  inseparably  associated  with  that  of 
the  community'  where  he  resided,  and  he  contrib- 
uted largely  to  the  development  of  man}'  of  its 
most  prominent  enterprises.  In  addition  to  con- 
ducting an  extensive  trade  as  a  merchant,  he 
owned  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  eighteen  acres 
near  Tamaroa, as  well  as  a  valuable  estate  in  Jack- 
son and  Williamson   Counties. 

In  Will  County,  this  state,  September  10,  1843, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  being  a  son  of 
Hiram  and  Lura  (Roots)  Blanchard,  natives  of 
Massachusetts.  The  father  was  a  contractor,  and 
aided  in  the  construction  of  the  Erie  Canal,  and 
also  assisted  in  building  the  canal  from  Chicago 
to  Peru,  111.  lie  was  a  man  of  excellent  judgment, 
and  was  thoroughly  informed  on  all  matters  per- 
taining to  his  line  of  work.  Our  subject  was  one 
of  seven  children,  the  others  being  Mrs.  Annie 
Kenned}',  who  died  in  Omaha,  Neb.;  Lizzie,  the 
wife  of  Dr.  Wayne  Sims,  who  resides  in  Green- 
ville, Tex.;  Townsend,  a  resident  of  Tamaroa; 
Ilackley, deceased;  Mrs.  Emily  Merrick;  and  Hiram, 
who  was  killed  by  Quantrell's  men  at  Olathe,  Kan. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of 
Rev.  Philan  Roots,  who  was  one  of  the  first  Baptist 
ministers  in  New  York.  Two  of  his  sons  came  to 
Illinois  and  were  numbered  among  the  most  influ- 
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ential  men  of  the  Prairie  State.  In  1857  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  was  brought  by  his  parents  to 
the  present  site  of  Tamaroa.  In  1863  he  embarked 
in  the  hardware  business  at  this  place,  but  soon 
afterward  engaged  in  general  merchandising.  In 
this  enterprise  he  was  very  successful,  liaving  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  the  various  departments 
of  the  business.  At  the  time  of  his  death  he  was 
recognized  as  one  of  the  mone3'ed  men  of  tlie  city. 
.Tune  20,  1869,Alvaii  Blanchardand  MissAddie 
Lathrop  were  united  in  marriage.  Their  union  was 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children:  Guy;  Maude, 
the  wife  of  George  Wykes,  of  Carbondale;  Scott 
andlsa.  Tlie  two  son  were  associated  in  business 
with  their  father.  As  a  Democrat,  Mr.  Blanchard 
was  closely  associated  witli  the  political  affairs  of 
his  township  and  county  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  filled  many  of  the  most  important  positions 
within  the  gift  of  his  fellow-citizens.  From  1882 
until  1888  he  was  County  Commissioner,  serving 
for  two  terms  in  that  capacity.  At  the  time  of  his 
demise  he  was  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  Southern  Illinois  Insane  Asylum.  Socially, 
he  was  a  JMason. 

The  press  of  southern  Illinois  paid  manj'  merited 
tributes  to  the  memory  of  Mr.  Blanchard, and  from 
these  we  quote  as  follows  from  the  Democrat,  at 
Pinckneyville,  January  26,  1894:  "Old  almost  as 
the  eternal  hills  is  the  sa^'ing  that  'Death  loves  a 
shining  mark.'  It  was  his  when  he  claimed  the 
above-named  Perry  County  citizen,  on  Sunday  last, 
January  21,  in  St.  Louis.  His  loss  falls  heavily, 
even  outside  the  family  circle.  Perry  County  loses 
a  citizen  who  has  given  his  best  efforts  to  her  prog- 
ress, having  been  a  leading  citizen  for  a  generation. 
His  home  town,  Tamaroa,  has  lost  a  friend  whose 
aid  and  counsel  were  invaluable.  To  no  one  man 
can  be  given  more  credit  for  her  prosperity  and  ad- 
vancement than  to  him  whose  new-made  grave 
hides  from  mortal  view  one  of  nature's  noblemen. 
Honored  by  the  Governor  of  our  great  state  in  be- 
ing chosen  from  among  hundreds  as  Trustee  of  one 
of  Illinois'  great  charitable  institutions,  he  dis- 
charged well  the  duty  thus  imposed  by  his  native 
state.  He  was  chosen  President  of  the  Board  of 
^  Trustees  upon  its  organization,  and  from  the  first 
became  active  in  promoting  the  welfare  of  the  in- 


stitution and  its  inmates,  having  at  once  mastered 
the  details  of  its  management  and  successfully  en- 
tered upon  and  carried  out  reforms  and  improve- 
ments that  proved  his  great  ability  in  that  direc- 
tion. In  this  hospital  work  he  took  an  especial 
pride,  and  his  efforts  have  been  worth  mucii  to  the 
state  institution  and  its  helpless  wards. 

"  '  An  honest  man  is  the  noblest  work  of  (iod.' 
Old  and  true  saying;  one  brought  to  memory  by 
this  loss  to  the  family,  state,  county  and  town; 
one  that  enables  his  fellows  to  grasj)  the  cause  for 
grief  when  all  is  ended  in  such  a  one's  life.  Sterl- 
ing and  unswerving  honesty  was  that  possessed  by 
Alvah  Blanchard  in  all  his  dealings  with  men. 
Small  wonder  he  had  no  enemies  and  was  univer- 
sally loved  and  respected.  His  path  was  laid  along 
tiie  line  of  the  Golden  Rule.  So  to  honor,  more 
than  even  to  his  indomitable  energy  and  wise  man- 
agement, will  be  truthfully  ascribed  his  successful 
life." 

From  the  Tamaroa  correspondence  in  the  Dpin- 
ocrat  we  take  the  following:  "The  funeral  serv- 
ices were  held  Tuesday  morning  in  the  I'resbv- 
terian  Church,  which  was  crowded,  even  all  the 
standing  room  being  occupied.  Rev.  J.  H.  Spil- 
man  preached  a  short  discourse  from  James  4:14: 
'Ye  know  not  what  shall  be  on  the  morrow.' 
A  long  procession  followed  the  remains  to  the 
cemetery,  where  the  Masons  performed  their  im- 
pressive services,  which  were  in  charge  of  Judge 
Monroe  Crawford,  of  Jonesboro.  After  the  grave 
was  filled,  it  was  decorated  with  beautiful  rtoral 
offerings  of  hothouse  flowers,  sent  by  business  men 
of  St.  Louis  and  friends  in  our  town.  The  business 
houses  were  closed  during  the  hours  of- the  service, 
and  all  respect  was  shown  to  the  honor  of  one  who 
lived  in  the  hearts  of  the  people  and  who  had 
done  so  much  for  the  town.  The  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, remembering  his  devoteduess  to  the  public 
school  cause  and  the  faithfulness  with  which  the 
deceased  had  discharged  every  duty  when  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Board,  ordered  the  school  closed 
during  the  hours  of  the  service.  The  family  can 
feel  assured  that  they  have  the  heart-felt  sj'mpa- 
thy  of  the  entire  communit3'.  Men  from  neigh- 
boring towns  and  friends  of  all  nationalities  gath- 
ered from  far  and  near  to  pay  their  last  tokens  of 
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respect  to  the  departed  one,  who  now  rests  in 
his  quiet  bed.  Peace  be  to  his'slunibers,  and  may 
great  peace,  wiiich  Jesus  alone  can  give,  be  given 
to  tlie  deeply  bereaved  family." 

-•  •9-  #i^#  •?•  -Id;- 


\1|EP"FEKS0N  JENKINS  is  the  owner  of  one 
of  tlie  fmi'st  farms  of  southern  Illinois. 
^^  His  valuable  properly  is  located  on  section 
(^if  19,  Carbondale  Township,  Jackson  County, 
where  he  has  resided  since  1885.  The  home  is  an 
elegant  residence,  which  was  erected  at  a  cost  of 
$10,000.  Upon  the  place  are  three  line  barns,  all 
modern  conveniences  and  accessories  and  tlic  latest 
improved  machinery,  and  in  the  fine  orchard  are 
several  thousand  trees.  The  farm  is  two  hundred 
acres  in  extent. 

Mr.  Jenkins  was  born  April  24,  1838, on  the  old 
homestead  of  the  family.  His  father,  James  Jen- 
kins, was  born  in  Kentucky  in  1800,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  His  brother,  Arthur  Jen- 
kins, served  as  a  Captain  under  Jackson  at  the  bat- 
tle of  New  Orleans,  in  the  War  of  1812.  The 
paternal  grandfather,  Shadiack  Jenkins,  was  a 
native  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  of  Welsh  de- 
scent. He  was  numbered  among  the  Revolution- 
ary heroes,  and  in  the  war  for  independence  was 
taken  piisoner  by  the  Tories.  The  mother  of  our 
subject  was  Susanna,  daughter  of  Robert  Stephen- 
son. She  was  born  in  Smith  County,  Teiin.,  in 
1798. 

James  Jenkins  first  came  to  Illinois  in  1818,  lo- 
cating in  Galena.  He  afterward  made  several 
trips  to  Kentucky.  On  the  17tli  of  April,  1831, 
in  Pcriy  Count}-,  111.,  he  married  Miss  Stephen- 
son, ami  then  located  upon  a  farm  in  lliat  locality. 
Four  years  later  he  removed  to  a  farm  two  miles 
south  of  Murphysboro.  This  part  of  the  state  was 
all  wild  and  unimproved  and  was  inhaltited  by 
many  Kaskaskia  Indians.  The  land  was  covered 
with  timber,  and  the  work  of  civilization  seemed 
scarcely  begun.  Mr.  Jenkins  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  in  limited  circumstances,  but  by  well  di- 
rected eflfort-s  became  the  owner  of  eight  hundred 
acres  of  valuable  land.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch 
Republican,  and  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of 


the  Baptist  Church.  His  death  occurred  March  7, 
1861,  and  his  wife  passed  away  December  23, 1865. 
Of  their  eight  children,  only  two  are  now  living. 
Marium,  widow  of  Richard  Jukes,  resides  in  Mc- 
Pherson  County,  Kan.,  and  has  seven  children. 
The  eldest  son,  Hamilton,  served  throughout  the 
late  war  as  a  member  of  Company'  B,  Eighty-first 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  made  Orderly  Sergeant. 
While  crawling  from  the  rifle-pits  at  Vicksburg  to 
get  water,  a  rebel  bullet  passed  through  his  whis- 
kers, but  he  escaped  injury'. 

Mr.  Jenkins  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the 
district  schools.  On  his  father's  death  he  became 
owner  of  the  farm.  He  was  married  November  4, 
1863,  to  Jliss  Fannie  Eakin,  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Martha  W.  (Walker)  Eakin.  Her  father  was 
born  in  Virginia  in  1801,  and  her  mother  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1807.  They  were  married  in  the  former 
state,  and  there  resided  until  their  emigration  to 
Illinois  in  1833,  when  they  located  in  Levan 
Township,  Jackson  County,  on  a  new  farm.  The 
first  school  of  that  township  was  taught  by  an 
aunt  of  Mrs.  Eakin,  Miss  Sarah  J.  Moore,  who  was 
also  prominent  in  promoting  the  best  interests  of 
this  locality,  aiding  in  all  that  tended  to  elevate 
the  community.  She  died  in  1856,  and  was  buried 
in  Du  (^uoin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eakin  were  charter 
members  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  organ- 
ized in  Jackson  County,  were  i)rominent  in  church 
work,  and  were  highly  respected  people.  He  took 
an  active  part  in  politics  and  supported  the  Dem- 
ocratic party.  His  death  occurred  in  1876,  and 
his  wife  passed  away  in  1855.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  six  are  now 
living:  Francis  M.,  Robert  S.,  Joseph  H.,  Stephen 
P.;  Eleanor  S.,  wife  of  Alex  Imhoff,  of  Ft.  Scott, 
Kan.,  and  Mrs.  Jenkins. 

The  last-named  was  born  in  Levan  Township, 
March  16,  1842,  and  completed  her  education  in  a 
boarding  school  of  Holly  Springs,  Miss.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  she  began  teaching,  and  followed 
that  i)rofession  for  five  years,  or  until  her  marriage. 
Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  eight  are  yet  living:  J.  Howard; 
Edgar  Ellsworth,  a  farmer  of  Carbondale  Town- 
ship, who  married  Allie  Johnson,  by  whom  he  has 
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one  cliild;  IIoniyH.,  whose  wife  died,  leaving  one 
cliild;  Edilli  Ma3',  wife  of  I*;d  P.  Trobaugli,  of 
Murphysboro  Townsliip,  bj'  whom  slie  has  two 
children;  (Jertrude  Blanche,  Anna  Louise,  Nellie 
Florence  and  Alice  Kate.  They  lost  twin  boys  in 
infancj'.  The  eldest  son  is  a  conductor  on  the 
Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad. 

Mr.  and  INIrs.  .lenkins  have  given  their  children 
good  educational  advantages,  thus  fitting  them 
for  the  practical  duties  of  life.  This  worthy  cou- 
ple began  their  domestic  life  on  tiie  old  homestead, 
and  there  resided  until  removing  to  their  present 
home  in  1885.  Tiie  old  home  comprises  one 
hundred  and  sixtj'-seven  acres,  and  is  still  owned 
by  our  subject,  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
progressive  farmers  of  tiie  neighborhood.  Socially 
he  is  a  member  of  Amity  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of 
Murphysboro,  and  in  jjolitics  he  is  a  Republican. 
He  served  for  three  terms  as  Supervisor,  and  for 
fifteen  years  has  been  Township  Trustee,  a  fact 
which  shows  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  and  the 
high  regard  in  whicli  lie  is  held  by  his  fellow- 
townsmen. 

. ^^P ■ 


■S^  DWIN  M.  HANSON  is  a  worthy  represent- 
1^  ative  of  the  agricultural  interests  of  Jack- 
IV — ^'  son  County.  He  successfully  follows  farm- 
ing on  section  8,  Makanda  Township,  where  for 
some  years  he  has  made  his  home.  A  native  of  York- 
shire, England,  he  was  born  March  19,  1819.  The 
date  March  19  was  a  memorable  one  in  the  family, 
for  the  mother  and  three  sons  were  born  on  that 
day  of  the  year. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Hamor  Hanson,  was 
born  in  Yorkshire  in  1782,  and  was  a  son  of 
Abraham  Hanson,  a  native  of  the  same  county. 
The  former  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  goods 
for  the  American  market,  and  in  1804  came  to 
this  country.  Later  he  returned  to  England,  but 
in  1824  again  crossed  the  Atlantic,  locating  in 
Philadelphia.  In  his  native  land  he  married 
Martha  Moorehouse,  who  was  born  in  Yorkshire 
in  1782.  In  1827  she  brought  her  children  to 
the  United  States,  joining  her  husband  in  Phila- 
delphia. In  1829  the  family  came  to  Jackson 
County,  111.,  locating  on   section  31,  Carbondale 


Township.  Tiiere  were  but  few  families  in  the 
county,  and  all  was  wild  and  unimproved.  The 
parents  here  spent  their  last  days,  the  father's 
death  occurring  in  1844,  while  the  mother  passed 
away  in  1861.  Their  children  were:  Batley,  born 
in  1802:  John  M.,  in  1804;  Joseph,  in  1805;  Har- 
riet, in  1808;  Charlotte,  in  1811;  Sarah,  in  1812; 
Abialiam,in  1815;  Henry,  in  1817;E.M.,in  1819; 
Hamor  in  1820;  Samuel,  in  182.3;  and  Judith,  in 
1824. 

Our  subject  is  now  the  onl}-  survivor  of  the 
family.  His  education  was  acquired  in  his  native 
land,  and  he  there  engaged  in  storekeeping  until 
seventeen  years  of  age.  The  year  1836  witnessed 
his  emigration  to  America,  and  for  a  short  time 
he  was  employed  as  a  machinist  in  Philadelphia. 
In  1838  he  came  to  Illinois  and  made  his  home 
with  his  father  until  his   marriage.     In   February, 

1843,  he  wedded  Elizabeth  Hiller,  who  was  born 
in  Kentucky  in  1824,  and  was  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Simon  Hiller,  one  of  the  early  preachers  of 
this  county.     She  was  called   to  her    final  rest  in 

1844.  The  previous  year  Mr.  Hanson  came  to 
this  county  and  secured  from  the  Government 
a  tract  of  timber  land,  from  which  he  has  hewed 
out  a  fine  farm.  In  the  fall  of  1844  he  wedded 
Nancj'  Clinton,  who  was  born  in  Kentucky  Janu- 
ary 16,  1827,  and  was  brought  to  this  state  in 
1829  by  her  parents,  Zachary  and  Sarah  (Hanks) 
Clinton,  natives  of  Kentucky,  who  settled  on  a 
new  farm  near  DuQuoin,  Perry  County.  In  De- 
cember, 1838,  they  located  in  Murphj'sboro  Town- 
ship, Jackson  County,  where  they  opened  up 
another  farm,  and  in  1854  removed  to  a  farm  on 
section  5^  Makanda  Township,  where  the  father 
died  in  1859.  His  wife  survived  him  only  two 
j'ears.  Of  their  five  children,  three  are  yet  living: 
Mrs.  Hanson,  Mrs.  Rebecca  Crowell  and  Mrs. 
Martha  Boone.  The  parents  were  both  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  E.  M.  Hanson  were  born 
seven  children:  Caroline, deceased;  Cameron  C, de- 
ceased, who  was  married  and  had  four  children; 
Albert  B.,  deceased;  Hamor  M.,  of  Makanda  Town- 
ship, who  married  Louisa  Gregory  and  has  five 
children;  Mary  J.,  wife  of  Calvin  Biggs,  by  whom 
she  has  four  children;  John  E.,  of  Makanda  Town- 
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ship,  who  wedded  Melissa  Foster  and  has  three 
cliildren;  and  Louis  II.,  who  completes  the  family. 

Mr.  Ihmson  is  the  oldest  settler  living  in  Ma- 
kanda  Township,  and  is  numbered  among  the 
county's  honored  pioneers.  He  has  upon  liis  farm 
some  rails  which  he  made  a  half-century  ago. 
He  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land,  of 
which  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  have  been 
placed  under  cultivation  through  his  own  labors. 
During  the  building  of  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road, he  and  his  brotlier  John  kept  an  extensive 
store  on  the  farm. 

Mr.  Hanson  aided  in  the  organization  of  Ma- 
kanda  Township,  lielped  to  organize  the  school 
district,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  Scliool 
Board  for  fifteen  years.  For  fourteen  years  he 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace,  was  Assessor  one  term, 
and  for  over  twenty  3'ears  has  been  Judge  of_ 
Elections.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat.  The  prom- 
inent part  which  he  has  taken  in  the  upbuilding 
of  the  community  and  the  promotion  of  its  best 
interests  numbers  him  among  the  valued  citizens, 
as  well  as  the  honored  pioneers  of  the  county. 


<^^IIOMAS  MOFFAT,  who  operates  the  Ran- 
m^^  dolph  mines,  located  near  Percy, 111.,  is  an.a- 
V_y  tivc  of  Scotland,  his  birth  having  occurred 
in  lliat  country  on  the  14tli  of  January,  1836. 
His  parents  were  Andrew  and  Helen  (Donaldson) 
Moffat,  and  he  was  their  fifth  child.  When  a 
young  man,  his  father  sailed  twice  to  America, 
but  always  made  his  home  in  the  Old  Country. 
He  served  as  Overseer  of  Roads  under  the  English 
Government  fur  a  period  of  tliirty-live  j-ears,  and 
both  he  and  his  wife  spent  their  last  da3's  in  Eng- 
land. 

Thomas  Moffat  attended  school  in  Scotland  and 
England  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  then 
woiked  on  a  farm  and  also  aided  his  father  in 
macadamizing  roads.  He  then  abandoned  that 
work  to  begin  employment  in  the  iron  mines  of 
England,  and  since  that  time  his  attention  has 
been  devoted  exclusively  to  mining.  He  won 
promotion  in  that  work,  and  became  foreman  at 
the  mines  of  the  Rosedalcand  Fairy  Hill  Company, 


which  position  he  filled  for  seven  years,  when,  in 
1864  he  decided  to  seek  a  home  beyond  the  Atlan- 
tic and  came  to  America.  At  that  lime,  however, 
he  only  spent  one  year  in  the  New  World,  after 
which  he  returned  to  F^ngland  and  accepted  his 
old  position  as  foreman  of  the  mines.  Thus  he 
was  employed  until  1869,  when  once  more  he 
crossed  the  briny  deep.  This  time  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Braidwood,  III.,  but  soon  after- 
ward removed  to  Gardner,  and  thence  to  Bloom- 
ington,  this  state.  Six  months  later  he  went  to 
St.  John,  Perry  County,  where  he  worked  for  a 
short  time,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  Eagle 
mines,  near  Du  Quoin.  He  continued  the  opera- 
tion of  tlie  same  for  a  year,  when  he  bought  a 
farm,  and  with  his  family  located  thereon.  This 
was  in  the  latter  part  of  1870. 

In  1873,  Mr.  Moffat  went  to  Roseborough,  near 
Sparta,  111.,  and  took  charge  of  the  Roseborough 
mines,  continuing  the  operation  of  the  same  for 
ten  years,  when,  in  order  to  educate  his  cliildren, 
he  removed  to  Sparta,  where  he  spent  the  two  suc- 
ceeding years  of  his  life.  We  next  find  him  in 
Percy,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
now  conducts  the  Randolph  mines, of  Percy,  which 
turn  out  about  three  hundred  tons  of  coal  ])er  day. 

In  December,  1866,  Mr.  Moffat  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Alice  Fell,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Elizabeth  (Harrison)  Fell,  who  were  na- 
tives of  England,  but  in  an  early  day  located  at 
Rich  Hill,  Mo.  Unto  Mr.  ;uid  Mis.  Moffat  were 
born  six  children,  l)ut  only  three  are  now  living: 
Robeit  E.,  who  married  Etta  Edwards,  and  resides 
in  Percy;  Thomas,  who  wedded  Lou  Short,  who 
died  a  year  later;  and  James,  at  home.  The  mother 
of  this  family  was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  April, 
1876.  The  following  year,  Mr.  Moffat  married 
Alice  Lewis,  daughter  of  Abraham  and  Elizabeth 
Lewis,  of  Sjjarta,  III.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
with  one  son,  Abraham  Livingston. 

Mr.  IMoffat  was  reared  in  the  Presbyterian  faith, 
but  is  not  now  connected  with  any  church.  In 
polities  he  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  warmly  ad- 
vocates the  principles  of  his  party.  He  has  served 
as  Trustee  of  the  village  of  Percy,  proving  a  ca- 
pable and  efficient  officer.  He  is  ever  deeply  inter- 
ested in  what  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
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munit^'  in  wLicU  be  resides,  and  does  all  in  liis 
power  for  public  improvement  and  advancement. 
He  is  a  man  of  sterling  worth  and  strict  integrit}', 
and  well  deserves  a  place  in  the  history  of  his 
adopted  county. 


■aj 


\^ 


OUIS  HEITMAN,  an  enterprising  and  pop- 
ular young  pharmacist  of  Chester,  already 
(1^^.  occupies  an  honored  position  in  the  busi 
ness  world  of  his  native  county.  He  was  born  in 
Randolph  County,  at  Bremen,  February  1,  1857, 
and  is  the  son  of  Dietrich  and  Mary  (Rickenberg) 
Heitman,  natives  of  the  Fatherland.  Tiie  parents 
came  to  America  in  1840,  making  the  journey- 
hither  on  the  sailing-vessel  "Orleans,"  and  after 
landing  in  the  New  World  made  tiieir  way  di- 
rectly to  this  state  and  county.  They  immedi- 
ately located  in  Bremen,  where  they  are  residing 
at  the  present  time,  and  rank  among  its  well-to-do 
citizens.  The  elder  Mr.  Heitman  was  in  early  life 
a  watchmaker,  but  upon  becoming  an  American 
citizen,  purchased  a  farm,  and  has  since  been  en- 
gaged in  its  cultivation. 

Our  subject,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the  four 
children  born  to  his  parents,  carried  on  his  primary 
studies  in  the  district  sciiool.  Being  ambitious 
to  obtain  a  good  education,  however,  he  took  a 
course  of  study  in  the  high  school  of  Sparta.  Later 
he  entered  the  Southern  Illinois  University,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  with  due  honors  in  1880. 
In  1882,  wishing  to  see  something  of  the  western 
countrj',  Mr.  Heitman  went  to  California  and  en- 
gaged for  one  term  as  Principal  of  the  Azusa 
School.  His  ambition,  however,  being  to  follow 
the  profession  of  a  pharmacist,  he  engaged  in  the 
drug  business  at  Pasadena,  Cal.,  where  he  remained 
for  about  Ave  3'ears.  Then,  spending  the  inter- 
val until  1890  in  traveling  in  the  western  states 
and  territories,  Mr.  Heitman  returned  to  Chester, 
in  the  fall  of  that  j'ear,  where  he  estalilished  a 
drug  store,  and  is  conducting  a  fine  business. 
Here  he  has  a  neat  and  commodious  store,  com- 
plete in  all  its  appointments,  well  stocked  with 
drugs  and  medicines,  toilet  articles,  and  all  things 
to  be   found   in   a   first-class  establishment.     Mr. 


Heitman  paj's  especial  attention  to  the  compound- 
ing of  prescriptions,  and  is  conducting  here  a  good 
and  well  paying  business. 

November  9,  1891,  our  subject  and  Miss  Ber- 
thena  Eggers  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Heit- 
man was  also  born  in  this  place,  and  is  the  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Mary  Eggers.  He  has  always 
taken  an  active  part  in  social  aflfaii-s,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  Pasadena  Lodge  No.  132,  K.  of  P.  He  has 
held  many  prominent  offices  in  that  order,  and 
was  elected  Representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
in  the  Golden  State  in  1887.  Since  locating  in 
Chester  lie  became  a  member  of  Hercules  Lodge 
No.  228,  which  be  also  represented  in  the  Grand 
Lodge  in  1891.  In  the  above  year  he  was  elected 
Deputy  Grand  Chancellor  of  this  district,  which 
position  be  still  holds.  He  is  likewise  a  member 
of  Pasadena  Lodge  No.  172.  A.  F.  it  A.  M.,  and 
also  of  Harmon  G.  Reynolds  Chapter,  of  this  place. 
He  is  a  stanch  adherent  of  the  Democratic  part3', 
an(J  has  given  his  township  faithful  service  as 
School  Director.  In  addition  to  this,  be  is  the 
Secretary  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Stock  and  Agri- 
cultural Association,  and  in  many  ways  is  pro- 
moting the  interests  of  his  township. 


|pT\\  ORERT  CRAIG.  This  country  is  the  home 
il^'  of  many  Scotchmen,  who  have  come  here 
from  time  to  time  to  take  advantage  of 
l!p)tbe  favorable  opportunities  offered  for  ac- 
cumulating money,  and  few  have  won  more  friends 
or  been  more  successful  than  was  the  subject 
of  our  sketch,  who  at  the  time  of  his  decease, 
which  occurred  .June  18,  1888,  had  accumulated 
a  goodly  amount  of  this  world's  goods,  including 
a  valuable  farm  located  in  township  7,  range  6, 
Randolph  County. 

Robert  Craig  was  born  in  1828,  in  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  and  was  a  lad  of  onl}'  twelve  j-ears 
when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  with  the  determina- 
tion to  make  his  permanent  home  in  America. 
Finding  his  way  directly  to  Illinois,  which  lie  had 
heard  was  so  rich  in  farming  lands,  young  Craig 
made  his  home  near  Chester,  in  Randolph  Coun- 
ty.    He  bad  been  given  a  limited  education  in  bis 
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native  land,  and,  after  making  liis  home  in  Illinois, 
worked  on  his  father's  farm  until  reaching  his 
thirtieth  year,  wlien  he  purchased  land  on  his  own 
account.  He  was  a  man  of  excellent  judgment 
and  soon  improved  his  broad  acres  with  attractive 
and  commodious  buildings,  and  reaped  annually 
abundant  harvests  from  his  estate. 

March  31,  ISG!),  Mr.  Craig  and  Miss  Magdalcna, 
daughter  of  Baldash  and  Catherine  (Helbling) 
.Schneider,  were  married.  The  lady's  parents  were 
natives  of  Switzerland,  and  she  w.as  the  elder  of 
the  two  children  born  to  them.  By  the  union  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Craig  have  been  born  three  children, 
of  whom  Robert,  the  eldest,  died  in  infancy. 
William  A.  is  still  living  with  his  mother  on  the 
home  farm,  and  Katie  met  an  untimel}^  death  by 
drowning  a  few  years  ago.  Mrs.  Craig,  aided  by 
iier  son,  is  conducting  the  farm  in  u  very  success- 
ful manner,  and  the  improvements  and  substan- 
tial buildings  which  now  adorn  the  place  stand  as 
monuments  to  the  thriftof  the  husband  and  father. 

Mr.  Craig  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Churcii,  while  his  wife  is  a  Roman  Cath- 
olic. The  former  in  liis  political  relations  was  a 
stanch  Republican,  and,  although  never  aspiring 
to  political  olHco,  was  ever  ready  to  lend  a  help- 
ing hand  in  the  advancement  of  any  public  enter- 
prise. Mr.  Craig  was  first  married  to  Eliza  Wilder- 
man,  by  whom  he  had  one  son,  John,  who  resides 
in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

^OHN  C.  DOUGLAS.  Few  men  have  lived 
I  more  quietl}-  and  unostentatiously  than  Mr. 
-^1  Douglas,  and  yet  few  have  exerted  a  more 
>^^/  salutarj'  intluence  upon  the  immediate  so- 
ciety in  which  they  move,  or  impressed  a  commu- 
nit}'  with  a  more  profound  reliance  on  their  honor, 
ability  and  sterling  worth.  His  life  has  not  been 
illustrious  with  striking  or  startling  contrast,  but  it 
has  shown  how  a  laudable  ambition  may  be  grati- 
fied when  accompanied  with  pure  motives,  perse- 
verance and  steadfastness  of  purpose.  Mr.  Douglas 
is  a  self-made  man  in  every  sense  of  that  term,  and 
what  he  has  accumulated  in  the  way  of  this  world's 
goods  has  been  the  result  of  energy  and  persever- 
ance on  his  part. 

A  native  of  Randolph  County,  our  subject  was 


born  in  Chester  in  1852,  and  is  the  eldest  child  of 
Andrew  and  ?^liza  (Craig)  Douglas,  of  wliom  a 
sketch  will  lie  found  on  another  page  in  this  Rko- 
ORD.  Our  subject  attended  school  during  his  ear- 
lier days,  and  as  his  opportunities  for  gaining  an 
education  were  limited,  he  later  sup|)lemented.  the 
book  knowledge  of  his  youth  with  reading  and 
observation.  He  was  reared  to  farm  pursuits,  and 
all  his  life  he  lias  followed  the  occii()ation  of  an 
agriculturist,  now  being  the  possessor  of  a  good  es- 
tate on  section  8,  township  7,  range  6. 

John  C.  Douglas  was  married  in  1888,  to  Miss 
Eliza,  daughter  of  Joseph  M.  and  Harriet  P.(Tilden) 
Tousley,  natives  of  England,  and  at  tlie  time  of 
her  marriage  were  residing  in  Raiidol|)li  County. 
Their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  one 
son,  John  C.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  active 
members  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Church.  The  politi- 
cal views  of  Mr.  Douglas  are  identical  with  tiiose 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  betakes  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  success  of  the  same. 


ENRY  W.  E.  NEUHAUS.  In  this  volume 
may  be  found  biographies  of  many  useful 
citizens  who,  possessing  remarkable  energy, 
have  worked  their  way  upward  from  pov- 
erty to  affluence.  The  life  of  Mr.  Neuhaus  fur- 
nishes an  examjjle  of  this  kind.  Of  German  birth 
and  parentage,  he  has  inherited  the  sturdj'  traits 
of  character  for  which  the  Teutonic  tribes  have 
alwaj'S  been  noted.  Eor  man3'  years  he  engaged 
actively  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  a 
farm  in  Randolph  County,  and  became  known  as 
one  of  the  successful  and  progressive  agriculturists 
of  this  section.  He  is  now  a  resident  of  Steele- 
ville,  where  he  is  well  and  favorable  known  as  a 
citizen,  neighbor  and  friend. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  William  and  Louisa 
(Struck)  Neuhaus,  were  natives  of  Germany,  whence 
in  1870  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States. 
They  came  at  once  to  Illinois  and  located  near 
Steeleville,  where  the  father  followed  agricultural 
pursuits.  Here  he  and  liis  wife  continued  to  make 
their  home  until  death.  Their  third  child,  Henry 
W.  F.,  was  born   in  German j'  February    12,  1847, 
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and  grew  to  manhood  in  the  land  of  his  birth,  re- 
ceiving a  good  education  in  the  German  language. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  years  he  hired  out  as  a 
farm  laborer  and  continued  thus  engaged  for  a 
period  of  six  years. 

In  1867,  Mr.  Neuhaus  took  passage  for  America, 
and  arriving  in  this  country,  proceeded  to  Illinois 
and  made  settlement  in  Washington  County,  where 
he  worked  on  a  farm  for  six  months.  He  then 
came  to  Steeleville  and  hired  out  as  a  farm  laborer, 
remaining  thus  employed  for  one  and  a-half  years. 
He  then  began  an  independent  career  as  a  farmer, 
and  having  acquired  thorough  familiarity  with 
agricultural  pursuits,  success  riaturally  followed 
his  efforts.  In  1888  he  retired  from  the  farm  and 
came  to  Steeleville,  where  he  has  since  resided. 

The  lady  who  on  the  15th  of  November,  1872, 
became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Neuhaus  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Doretha  Rabe.  Her  parents,  Henry  and 
Mary  (Borman)  Rabe,  were  born  in  Germany, 
whence  they  emigrated  to  the  United  Slates,  set- 
tling in  Randolph  County  in  an  early  day.  Mr. 
Rabe  is  deceased,  and  his  widow  is  living  in  East 
St.  Louis.  In  their  religious  connections,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Neuhaus  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  are  regular  attendants  at  tlie  services  of  that 
denomination.  As  a  member  of  the  Democratic 
part^',  lie  has  always  maintained  an  interest  in 
national  and  local  political  affairs,  but  is  not  an 
aspirant  for  oflicial  l\onors.  He  is  an  u|)right  man, 
straightforward  in  iiis  dealings,  and  obliging  and 
kind  in  his  relations  with  those  with  whom  he 
comes  in  contact. 


^  AMES  CROWE,  one  of  the  substantial  farm- 
ers who  owns  and  operates  a  fine  tract  of 
land  on  section  16,  township  3,  range  9, 
Monroe  County,  is  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle.  He  was  there  born  on  the  1st  of  May,  1836, 
and  is  a  son  of  Mathias  and  Catherine  (Ragin) 
Crowe,  who  were  also  natives  of  Ireland.  The 
father  lived  with  his  parents  until  his  marriage, 
and  then  began  farming  for  himself.    He  carried  on 


agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  land  until  1852, 
when  he  bade  adieu  to  his  home  and  friends, 
and  with  his  family  sailed  for  the  New  World. 
Coming  to  Illinois,  he  located  in  Monroe  County, 
where  he  carried  on  farming  until  his  death,  and 
so  successful  was  he  in  his  undertakings  that  he 
became  possessed  of  considerable  property  and  was 
numbered  among  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  com- 
munity. He  was  trulj-  a  self-made  man,  for  his  pos- 
sessions were  all  acquired  through  his  own  efforts. 
In  politics  he  was  a  supporter  of  the  Democracj', 
and  both  he  and  his  wife  were  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  His  death  occurred  in  1864, 
and  Mrs.  Crowe  passed  away  about  1878.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  Celia,  Mary, 
Patrick,  Lawrence,  Bridget,  Thomas  and  James. 

In  his  native  land  James  Crowe  spent  the  first 
sixteen  years  of  his  life,  and  then  accompanied 
his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  America.  The 
public  schools  of  Ireland  furnished  him  his  edu- 
cational privileges.  He  continued  to  reside  at 
home  and  give  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  serv- 
ices until  his  marriage,  which  was  celebrated  in 
1871,  Miss  Margaret  Fox  becoming  his  wife.  Six 
children  have  blessed  their  union,  viz.:  Catherine, 
Agnes,  Mathias,  Thomas,  l^Iary  and  James.  The 
mother  is  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  and  has 
here  spent  her  entire  life.  She  acquired  her  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  remained  upon  her  father's  farm  until 
she  went  to  the  home  of  her  husband.  She  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Crowe  have  carefully  reared  their  children,  giv- 
ing them  good  school  privileges,  and  with  one 
exception  all  are  single.  Agnes,  who  married 
Matthew  II.  Dunn,  makes  her   home  in    St.  Louis. 

Throughout  his  entire  life  Jlr.  Crowe  has  fol- 
lowed agriculture  and  IS  a  practical  and  progressive 
farmer,  who  in  the  able  man.igement  of  his  busi- 
ness affairs  has  met  with  a  high  degree  of  success. 
Diligence,  econoin}-  and  perseverance  have  brought 
to  him  prosperit3',  and  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  finest  and  most  valuable  farms  of  this 
community.  He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise 
in  support  of  the  Democratic  party,  and,  like  his 
wife  and  children,  is  a  member  of  the  Catholic 
Church.     He  has  lived   in    Monroe   County  since 
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the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  those  who  have 
known  liini  from  his  youlli  npwiird  arc  numbered 
among  his  warmest  friends,  a  fact  which  indicates 
a  well  spent  life. 
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I EV.  FATHER  PAUL  LIMACHER,  pastor 
rr  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul's  Catholic  Church  of 
^\  Waterloo,  was  born  in  ?'luehli,  canton  of 
^0  Lucerne,  Switzerland,  .lune  16,  1326,  and 
is  a  son  of  Anton  and  Mar^'  Liinacher.  In  his  na- 
tive country  he  was  reared  to  raanliood.  His  edu- 
cation was  .iccjuired  in  the  parochial  schools  and 
in  the  Catholic  College  of  Lucerne.  It  was  in 
1817  tiiat  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America, 
landing  on  the  1st  of  JNIay  in  New  York  City, 
whence  he  went  to  Chicago.  He  made  the  jour- 
ney by  waj'  of  the  Erie  Canal,  St.  Lawrence  River 
and  llie  Great  Lakes,  for  there  was  not  a  railroad 
built  to  the  western  metropolis  at  that  time,  lie 
continued  his  studies  in  Chicago,  in  the  University 
of  St.  Mar^-'s  of  the  Lake,  completing  the  course, 
and  was  afterward  appointed  curator  in  tlie  col- 
lege. 

Mr.  Limacher  was  ordained  on  the  31st  of  .July, 
1851,  and  entered  upon  his  priestly  duties  in 
Highland,  Jladison  County,  111.  He  there  re- 
mained for  ten  years,  but  his  lalx»rs  were  very 
arduous,  and  his  health  thereby  becoming  impaired, 
he  was  forced  to  leave  his  first  charge.  On  the 
10th  of  September,  1861,  he  came  to  Waterloo 
and  began  his  labors  in  this  place.  He  was  instru- 
mental in  erecting  the  fine  church  edifice  liere  in 
188:5,  at  a  cost  of  132,000.  He  h.-vs  charge  of  all 
the  Catholic  institutions  al  this  place,  including 
the  Holy  Family  Convent,  which  he  erected  in 
1865.  He  has  a  membership  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  families  in  his  congregation.  A  most  excel- 
lent choir  furnishes  the  music  for  the  church,  and 
each  .Sunday  the  children  are  instructed  in  the 
Sunday-school.  In  the  Catholic  day  school  there 
are  two  hundred  pupils  under  the  care  of  five 
teachers.  Sister  Anastasia  is  the  Sister  Superior 
of    the    convent.     The    churcli   is   in  a  llouriahing 


condition  financially,  owing  to  the  excellent  man- 
agement of  its  pastor,  who  is  aided  in  his  work  by 
Father  Kaercher,  the  .assistant  pastor. 

Father  Limacher  has  lived  a  devout  and  hoi}' 
life  and  has  tlie  love  and  esteem  of  his  members. 
He  has  held  his  present  pastorate  since  1861,  and 
has  seen  the  church  grow  from  a  small  beginning 
until  it  has  reached  its  present  large  membership. 
On  the  anniversary  of  his  thirtieth  ^ear  in  this 
place,  his  members  and  those  of  other  denomina- 
tions united  in  celebrating  the  day,  and  gave 
him  some  handsome  presents  in  token  of  their  es- 
teem. Again,  on  the  fortieth  anniversarj'  of  his 
ordination,  there  was  another  large  gathering  to 
celebrate  the  occasion.  The  church  h.as  several  so- 
cieties, namely:  the  St.  Vincent,  St.  Peter  and 
Paul "s  Society,  the  Catholic  Knights  of  Illinois,  the 
Young  Men's  Society,  the  Hosear}'  Societ}',  and 
the  Holy  Angel  Society  among  the  children. 
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^H  RTHUR  E.  CRISLEH.  It  is  a  well  known 
(@y^|i  fact  that  ciicumstaneos  in  life  m.ay  make 
or  mar  tlie  prospects  of  man  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  a  determined  spirit  will  bend 
even  the  force  of  circumstances  to  its  will.  The 
career  of  Mr.  Crisler  since  his  arrival  on  the  stage 
of  human  action  is  abundant  proof  of  this  trite 
saying:  That  which  is  better  than  silver  or  gold,  a 
good  name,  gains  added  luster  in  adverse  circum- 
stances, and  the  sterling  qualities  of  character  are 
strengthened  in  the  combat  of  life. 

Our  subject,  who  is  one  of  the 'prominent  attor- 
neys and  Master  in  Cluancery  at  Chester,  is  a  na- 
tive of  this  county,  and  was  born  August  11, 
1861.  He  is  a  son  of  Thom.as  J.  and  Maria  (Aid- 
rich)  Crisler,  natives  of  this  county.  The  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  Abel  Crisler,  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  in  Randolph  County,  while  his  great- 
grandfather, Silas  Crisler,  hailed  from  Kentuckj-. 
The  last-named  geiitleman  came  to  this  stiite  in 
the  year  180(1,  and  followed  the  joint  occupations 
of  preacher  and  farmer.  He  was  of  German  de- 
scent, and  religiously  a  minister  in  the  Hard  Shell 
Baptist  Church.  The  mother  of  our  subject  w.as 
the  daughter  of  Amasa  Aldrich,  a  native  of  Rhode 
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Island,  who  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  this  coun- 
ty in  the  year  1820.  He  was  also  a  farmer,  and 
was  of  English  descent. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  second  child 
and  eldest  son  in  the  parental  famil}'  of  eight  chil- 
dren. He  passed  his  boyhood  on  the  home  farm, 
and  later  going  to  Jackson  County,  completed  his 
education  in  the  state  normal  school.  He  next 
taught  school  for  two  }'ears,  and  was  thus  enabled 
to  carry  out  the  ambition  of  his  life,  and  took  his 
initiative  steps  by  reading  law  in  the  office  of  H. 
C.  Horner,  of  this  citj*.  He  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  in  1890,  at  Mt.  Vernon,  this  state,  and  on  re- 
turning to  Chester,  immediately  began  the  prac- 
tice of  his  profession,  in  which  he  has  been  so  suc- 
cessful, and  is  building  up  for  himself  a  splendid 
clientage. 

In  1888,  Mr.  Crisler  and  Miss  Arietta  Gant  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  lady  was  the  daughter 
of  Alfred  Gant,  and  was  born  in  this  county.  In 
1892,  Mr.  Crisler  was  appointed  Master  in  Chan- 
cery, and  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  was 
elected  City  Attorney  on  the  Democratic  ticket. 
He  is  courteous,  gentlemanly  and  considerate  in 
his  dealings  with  all,  and  is  classed  among  the  best 
citizens  of  the  county.  Socially,  he  is  a  Knight  of 
Pythias. 


+= 


iniH 


^RED  W.  SCHRIEBER,  a  well  known  resi- 
i=^g>  dent  of  Randolph  Counts',  and  one  of  its 
[  honored  settlers,  now  living  in  Horse 
Prairie,  claims  German}'  as  the  land  of  his  birth. 
His  father,  A.  'Schrieber,  was  born  in  the  same 
country,  and  in  1835  emigrated  to  America,  ac- 
companied by  his  wife  and  four  children,  the  eld- 
est of  whom  was  Fred.  Charles,  the  second,  is 
now  a  resident  of  Carondelet,  111.;  William  is  liv- 
ing in  St.  Louis  County,  Mo.;  and  AVilhelmina  is 
a  resident  of  Randolph  County. 

Our  subject  was  a  youth  of  sixteen  when  he 
came  to  the  New  World,  taking  up  his  residence 
in  this  coramunit}'.  For  ten  years  he  remained' 
under  the  parental  roof,  and  then,  in  1848,  he  be- 
gan life  for  himself.  He  chose  as  a  companion 
and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Wilhelmena 
Luebkarraan,   and    by    their  marriage   were    born 


eleven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living, 
namely:  Frederick,  Henry,  I>lward,  Charles  and 
Herman.  The  two  youngest  are  now  residents  of 
St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Schrieber  started  out  in  life  for  iiimself 
empty-handed.  In  early  life  he  secured  from  the 
Government  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  of  wild  land, 
wliich  was  coveted  onlv  with  prairie  grass,  not  a 
furrow  having  been  turned  or  an  improvement 
made.  He  at  once  began  breaking  it,  and  from 
time  to  time  he  extended  tiie  boundaries  of  his 
farm  until  it  now  comprises  almost  an  entire  sec- 
tion. This  tract  he  has  placed  under  a  high  state 
of  cultivation,  making  many  excellent  improve- 
ments upon  it,  which  stand  as  monuments  to  the 
thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner.  His  life  has 
been  indeed  a  busy  and  useful  one,  and  by  his 
economj',  industry,  perseverance  and  good  man- 
agement he  has  achieved  success.  His  sons  are 
also  well-to-do  men  and  are  industrious. 

When  Mr.  Schrieber  first  came  to  this  count}-  in 
1838,  wild  game  was  to  be  had  in  abundance,  and 
as  he  was  very  fond  of  hunting  he  liad  ample  op- 
portunity to  indulge  his  taste  for  that  sport.  He 
has  seen  the  county  in  its  wild  condition,  and  in 
the  work  of  improvement  and  development  has 
ever  borne  his  part.  In  1876  he  was  called  upon 
to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  was  called  to 
her  final  rest.  She  was  a  faithful  Christian  woman 
and  proved  a  faithful  helpmate  to  him.  He  and 
his  family  are  all  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
with  which  they  have  been  connected  since  its  or- 
ganization. To  its  support  he  contributes  liber- 
ally, and  in  its  upbuilding  and  welfare  he  takes 
an  active  interest.  In  politics  he  has  been  a  life 
long  Democrat,  but  has  nevei-  sought  or  desired 
public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  his  business  interests,  in  which 
he  has  met  with  a  success  tiiat  is  well  deserved. 
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T^  OBERT  S.  DOUGLAS  was  a  man  of  excel- 
liiir      lent  judgment  and  Arm    convictions  upon 
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Ji  »Vl      all   subjects   of  importance,  and    w.is    re- 

^^garded  as  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of 

township  7,  range    6,  Randolph   County.     He  was 

a   native  of   Roxburgh,  Scotland,  where  his  birth 
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occurred  in  1829.  The  father  and  mother  of  our 
subject  bore  the  names  of  John  and  Helen  (Smith) 
Douglas.  The  parents  emigrated  to  this  country 
when  our  subject  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
located  in  this  count}-,  where  they  were  classed 
among  the  prosperous  farmers  of  the  section.  A 
sad  event  occurred  in  the  j-ear  1849,  when  tlie  fa- 
ther, mother,  two  sons  and  one  daughter  were 
called  to  the  land  beyond,  two  of  them  dying  from 
cholera. 

Young  Robert  attended  school  in  his  native  land, 
Scotland,  and  obtained  but  a  meagree  ducation, 
as  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  begin  work 
cai-ly  in  life.  After  coming  to  America  he  assisted 
his  father  in  cultivating  the  home  farm  until  the 
hitter's  death,  when  the  estate  was  divided  be- 
tween his  sister  and  himself,  and  he  continued  to 
■work  on  the  pl.ace  with  his  sister  as  liis  house- 
keeper. In  the  year  1867  our  subject  sold  out 
liis  share  of  the  farm,  and  had  started  for  Kansas, 
when,  being  taken  sick,  he  returned, to  Illinois. 
lie  then  lived  on  rented  land  for  the  following 
three  years,  at  the  e.^piration  of  which  time  he 
purchased  land  on  Mary's  River,  about  five  miles 
from  Chester.  He  spent  his  last  da^s  on  this 
place,  dying  in  Februar}'.  1875.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  acres  were  comprised  in  his  fine  farm, 
which  was  a  finely  improved  and  attractive  piece 
of  land. 

September  13, 18.')."),  our  subject  and  Miss  Helen, 
daughter  of  Mungo  and  Isabel  (Tclfer)  Dickson, 
were  united  in  marriage.  Her  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Roxburgh,  Scotland,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica with  the  Douglas  family.  Robert  and  Helen 
were  schoolmates  in  their  native  land,  and  by 
their  marriage  five  children  have  been  born.  Isa- 
bel died  in  infancy;  Helen  died  when  seven  years 
of  age;  George  is  married  to  .lennie  Gant  and 
makes  his  home  in  Colorado;  William  P.  married 
Minnie  Hansen  and  resides  near  Chester;  and 
Daisy,  who  is  the  wife  of  Channing  Smith,  lives 
on  a  farm  near  the  city  of  Chester. 

Mrs.  Douglas  is  a  faithful  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  was  also  her  husband. 
Mr.  Dickson,  the  father  of  Mrs  Douglas,  was  an 
Elder  in  the  I'nited  Presbyterian  Church  in  .Scot- 
land, and  was  also  made  an   Elder  of  the  church 


in  Chester  on  its  establishment.  He  died  at  his 
home  near  Chester  in  1878,  when  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety  years.  Mr.  Douglas  was  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  atliliations  and  a  man  who 
by  his  congenial  manners  won  for  himself  the  ad- 
miration of  all  with  whom  he  had  dealings. 


--^m>^^<B 


-«- 


.^  LBERT  E.  FI 
(@A-J|l    young  man, 


Qy^ 


"RITZE,  M.  I).,  though  still  a 
\@/U\\  young  man,  has  already  acquired  a  fine 
11  reputation  as  a  skillful  surgeon  and  a  suc- 
cessful physician.  He  has  been  a  resident 
of  Chester  only  a  short  lime,  but  he  has  flattering 
prospects  of  a  lucrative  practice.  He  is  a  son  of 
Charles  C.  and  Susannah  Fredericka  (Metzger) 
Fritze,  and  was  born  near  St.  Paul,  Minn.,  March 
28,  1861.  The  parents  were  both  born  in  Ger- 
man}%  and  coming  to  the  United  Slates  when  quite 
young,  were  married  in  the  state  of  Michigan. 

Young  Albert  attended  the  common  schools 
near  his  home,  and  at  the  same  time  assisted  his 
father  in  the  duties  of  farm  work.  When  reach- 
ing his  eighteenth  yeai'.  he  entered  the  Wesleyan 
College  at  Mt.  Ple.asanl,  Iowa,  remaining  for  two 
years,  when  he  commenced  to  read  medicine  under 
Dr.  Fisher,  of  St.  Paul.  After  a  twelvemonth 
spent  thus,  our  subject  became  a  student  at  the 
Homeopathic  Medical  College  of  Missouri,  at  St. 
Louis,  and  was  graduated  from  that  institution  in 
1885.  His  first  location  was  then  at  Carmi,  111., 
where  he  practiced  his  profession  for  about  one 
j-ear.  At  the  exjjiralion  of  that  time  he  came 
to  this  county,  and  making  Ellis  Grove  his  home, 
there  engaged  in  .active  practice.  He  has  been 
eminently  successful,  not  only  financialh',but  pr(j- 
fessionall3-,and  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  bright- 
est and  ablest  medical  men  in  thecountj'.  During 
the  fall  of  189.*?  Dr.  Fritze  concluded  to  move  to 
Chester;  here  he  h.is  commenced  a  good  practice, 
and  having  a  much  wider  field  for  his  labors,  will 
soon  stand  at  the  head  of  his  profession. 

In  May,  1885,  the  Doctor  and  .Miss  Anna  Schlatt- 
mann,  of  St.  Paul,  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Fritze  is  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Schlalt- 
mann.  natives  of  Germany,  but  residents  of  .St. 
Paul  at  the  time  of  their  marriage.    One  child  was 
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born  to  this  union,  Pearl,  who  died  in  infancj'. 
Soon  afterward  Mrs.  Frilze  passed  from  tiiis  life, 
and  in  1889  our  subject  was  a  second  time  married, 
taking  as  his  companion  Maggie  Hiob,  a  daughter 
of  Fred  and  Elizabetli  Hiob,  of  Ellis  Grove.  Dr. 
Fritze  is  a  member  of  Kasltaskia  Lodge  No.  86,  F. 
&  A.  M.,  and  politically-  is  a  stalwart  Republican. 
He  and  his  good  wife  are  members  of  the  Method- 
ist Church,  and  being  possessed  of  genial,  frank 
dispositions  and  many  pleasant  personal  attributes, 
have  become  very  popular. 


-i 


i>-^<l 


f^^RED  A.  RATHERT,  a  well  known  mer- 
l— ^  chant  tailor  and  clothier  of  Red  Bud,  is 
l\  recognized  as  one  of   the    prominent  and 

valued  citizens  of  this  community,  who  has  tlie 
high  regard  of  all  with  whom  business  or  social 
relations  have  brought  him  in  contact.  We  feel 
assured  that  this  record  of  his  life  will  prove  of 
interest  to  raanj-  of  our  readers.  He  was  born  in 
Westphalia,  Germany,  in  1846,  and  is  the  only 
child  of  William  and  Marguerita  (Schoenebaum) 
Rathert,  who  were  also  natives  of  the  same  coun- 
try. The  mother  died  during  the  infancy  of  her 
son,  and  the  father  afterward  married  Miss  Eliza- 
beth Schwier.  They  became  the  parents  of  six 
children:  William  and  Henry,  both  of  whom  still 
reside  in  the  Fatherland;  Christian,  who  is  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  Red  Bud;  Christina, 
Rike  and  Mary,  who  are  also  living  in  Germany. 
A  half-brother  of  the  family,  Ciiarles  Wehking, 
is  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  where  he  is  engaged  in 
business  as  a  carpenter  and  builder.  He  served  in 
the  army  for  about  four  years  during  the  late  war, 
and  was  Paymaster  of  one  division. 

Fred  A.  Rathert  was  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
three  years  wlien  he  bade  adieu  to  home  and  friends 
and  native  land  and  sailed  for  America.  At  length 
he  reached  St.  Louis.  He  could  not  speak  a  word 
of  English,  but  he  determined  to  conquer  the  dif- 
ficulties and  obstacles  in  his  path.  As  time  p.assed, 
he  acquired  the  language  of  the  country,  and  he 
continued  working  at  the  trade  of  tailoring  in  St. 
Louis  until  June,  1871,  when  he  came  to  Red  Bud, 
forming  a  partnership   with   Henry   Heuer.    This 


connection  continued  for  a  year.  In  1874  Mr. 
Rathert  established  a  regular  merchant-tailor  busi- 
ness, and  in  1878  erected  the  building  which  he 
now  occupies.  He  carries  a  fine  line  of  goods, 
and  on  account  of  his  excellent  workmanship  and 
moderate  prices,  he  has  received  from  the  public 
a  liberal  patronage. 

In  1876  Mr.  Rathert  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Annie  Saxenmeyer,  and  unto  them  have 
been  born  two  sons:  Oswald,  who  is  now  attend- 
ing the  Lutheran  College  of  Addison,  111.;  and 
Paul,  at  home.  The  parents  are  both  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  and  take  an  active  interest 
in  its  welfare.  In  June,  1890,  Mr.  Rathert  re- 
turned to  Germany  to  visit  his  aged  father.  It 
was  the  last  time  he  ever  saw  him,  for  the  father 
has  since  passed  awaj'.  Returning  home,  he  re- 
sumed business,  and  in  his  work  he  has  met  with 
a  high  degree  of  success,  becoming  a  substantial 
citizen.  His  determination  to  seek  a  home  in 
America  has  proved  to  be  a  wise  one,  for  prosperity 
has  rewarded  his  efforts.  In  politics  he  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  but  has  never  been  an  office-seeker, 
preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  ills  commercial  interests  and  the  enjoyment  of 
tiie  home  circle. 


— _=: 


~=) 
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^  jk  J.  SEELY,  M.  D.,  is  a  skillful  surgeon  and 
\rJ//  successful  medical  practitioner  of  Red 
^^^  Bud.  A  native  of  New  York,  he  was 
born  in  Sullivan  County,  and  during  his  early 
boyhood  accompanied  his  parents  to  Washington 
County,  Ohio,  in  1838.  In  the  Buckeye  State  he 
was  reared  to  manhood,  and  began  to  earn  his  own 
livelihood  by  teaching  school,  which  profession  he 
followed  for  six  years.  He  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  an  academj*.  He  then  took 
up  the  study  of  medicine,  wishing  to  m.ake  its 
practice  his  life  work,  and  after  completing  his 
studies,  he  practiced  for  one  year  in  Ohio.  Jn  tiie 
spring  of  1861,  he  came  to  Illinois,  settling  in 
Evansville,  Randolpii  County,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  profession  for  five  years. 
In  the  spring  of  1866,  he  came  to  Red  Bud, 
where   he  has  since  made  his  home.     In  the  long 
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years  of  his  residence  here  he  has  won  an  enviable 
reputation  and  secured  a  very  large  practice. 

Tiie  Doctor  comes  of  an  old  Jsew  England  fam- 
ily, which  was  probably  founded  in  America  dur- 
ing Colonial  days.  IIis  paternal  grandfather.  Jo- 
seph Seely,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut.  His 
parents,  William  G.  and  Hannah  (Ferris)  Seely, 
were  both  natives  of  New  York.  The  former 
served  for  two  years  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  after 
the  close  of  that  struggle  became  a  sea  captain.  His 
only  brother  was  also  a  sea  captain.  In  the  Seely 
famih'  were  five  children,  of  whom  the  Doctor  is 
the  youngest. 

In  1864,  Dr.  Seely  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  M.  Elvie  Robbins,  a  native  of  Washington 
County,  Ohio,  and  to  them  have  been  born  a  son 
and  daughter.  Tlie  former,  Guy,  is  now  married 
and  resides  in  Fairbury,  Neb;  Edna  is  still  with 
her  parents. 

On  coming  to  Red  Bud,  Dr.  Seely  formed  a  part- 
nership with  Dr.  A.  B.  Beattie,  which  continued  for 
one  }-ear.  The  connection  was  then  dissolved  by 
mutual  consent,  and  since  that  time  our  subject 
has  been  alone  in  practice.  He  is  widely  and  fav- 
orably known  throughout  the  count}',  and  has  the 
high  respect  of  all  with  whom  business  or  social 
relations  have  brought  him  in  contact.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Soutiiern  Illinois  Medical  Associa- 
tion, and  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason.  He  takes 
great  interest  in  the  workings  of  tiiat  fraternity. 
In  politics,  he  is  a  supporter  of  Democratic  prin- 
ciples. 


^ 


^ 


ETER  RAHN  is  numbered  among  the  resi- 
dent farmers  of  Monroe  County,  and 
^&r^  makes  his  home  on  section  1,  township  4, 
I  \  range  9  west.  A  German  b}'  birth,  lie  was 
born  in  the  province  of  Rheinpfolz,  on  the  11th 
of  December,  1826,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Barbara  Hahn.  In  their  family  were  five  children. 
The  mother  died  in  Germany,  and  the  father  after- 
ward married  Elizabetii  Stuhlfolt.  He  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  followed  that  pursuit  in  his 
native  land  until  1842,  when  be  crossed  the  briny 


deep.  The  vessel  in  which  he  sailed  dropped  an- 
chor in  tlie  harbor  of  New  York  on  the  4tii  of 
Jul}-.  He  came  directly  to  Monroe  Count}',  III., 
where  he  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  partially  improved  land.  He  made  all  of  the 
necessary  improvements  upon  it,  and  placed  it 
under  a  liigii  state  of  cultivation,  devoting  his  en- 
ergies to  its  further  development  until  his  death. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  were  both  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Church.  Only  two  of  their  chil- 
dren are  living,  I'eter  and  Philip.  There  is  also 
one  half-brother,  Wendell,  a  resident  of  Monroe 
County. 

Peter  Ralin  spent  the  first  sixteen  years  of  his 
life  in  the  Fatherland,  and  then  came  with  the 
family  to  the  Ignited  States.  He  aided  in  the  ardu- 
ous task  of  developing  a  new  farm,  and  also  bore 
the  hardships  and  trials  of  frontier  life.  At  the 
.age  of  nineteen  he  left  home  and  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  going  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
he  spent  three  years  engaged  in  draying.  On  the 
expiration  of  that  period  he  returned  to  Jlonroe 
County,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  His 
energies  have  since  been  devoted  to  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  he  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  fine  farming  land,  but  expects  soon  to  retire 
from  active  business  life,  for  by  his  industry,  per- 
severance and  good  management  in  former  years 
he  has  acquired  the  capital  which  will  enable  him 
to  spend  his  declining  days  in  rest  from  labor. 

In  1850  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Rahn  and  Barbara  Gedelmann,  daughter  of  Nicho- 
las Gedelmann.  The  lady  w.ts  born  in  Germany, 
and  with  the  family  came  to  America  in  1844,  locat- 
ing in  Randolph  County.  Unto  our  subject  and 
his  wife  were  born  six  children,  five  of  whom  are 
yet  living,  namely:  Nicholas,  a  liquor  dealer  of 
St.  Louis,  Mo.;  Henry,  who  is  engaged  in  farming 
in  Monroe  County,  III.;  Anna  and  Barbara,  at  home; 
Mary,  a  resident  of  St.  Louis;  and  Elizabeth,  de- 
ceased wife  of  Philip  Baner. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Rahn  is  a  stalwart 
Republican,  who  warmly  advocates  the  principles 
of  his  party.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him 
a  warm  friend,  and  for  twelve  years  he  served  as 
School  Director.  Ileandliis  wife  hold  membership 
with  the  Evangelical   Church.     He  has  lived  an 
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honorable,  upright  life,  and  among  those  who  know 
liiin  Ills  word  is  as  good  as  his  bond.  He  has  the 
respect  of  all,  and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  pre- 
sent to  our  readers  the  record  of  his  career. 


^f  LEXANDER  P.  HAMILTON,  the  present 
iOI  popular  and  efficient  Supervisor  of  Somer- 
ii  set  Townshi]),  and  one  of  Jackson  Coun- 
t3''s  most  influential  citizens,  was  born  in 
Clarke  County,  Va.,  June  23,  1844.  The  Hamilton 
family,  tradition  says,  originated  in  England, 
whence  three  brotliers  of  tiiat  name  emigrated  to 
America  prior  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  one  of 
whom  settled  in  New  York,  another  in  South  Caro- 
lina, and  the  third  in  Virginia.  Our  subject  is  a 
descendant  of  the  Virginia  branch  of  the  family, 
and  his  ancestors  for  several  generations  were 
prominent  in  the  history  of  the  Old  Dominion.  His 
maternal  grandfather,  John  Blake,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  his  progenitors  on  both  sides 
have  been  men  of  lofty  patriotism  and  undaunted 
courage. 

In  company  with  his  parents.  Whiting  and 
Nanc3'  (Blake)  Hamilton,  our  subject  in  1859  left 
the  old  Virginia  home  and  started  westward.  From 
Charlestown  to  Parkersburg,  W.  Va.,  the  family 
traveled  by  rail  over  the  Baltimore  &  Ohio  Rail- 
road; they  then  proceeded  by  boat  to  Cairo,  111., 
from  there  went  by  rail  to  DuQuoin  and  thence 
journeyed  to  Franklin  County,  this  state,  which  at 
that  time  had  comparatively  few  residents  and  was 
only  partly  improved.  Upon  a  farm  there  Alex- 
ander P.  grew  to  a  sturdy  nianliood,  meantime  be- 
coming familiar  with  agriculture,  which  has  since 
been  his  chosen  occupation.  His  education  was 
meagre,  being  limited  to  a  brief  attendance  at  the 
district  schools  of  pioneer  days,  but  he  has  been  a 
thoughtful  reader  and  a  close  observer,  and  conse- 
quently is  well  informed. 

November  18,  1869,  Mr.  Hamilton  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Charlotte  L.  Snider,  who  was 
born  in  Franklin  Countj',  111.,  Marcli  1,  1852,  be- 
ing the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Electa  (Taylor) 
Snider,  early  settlers  of  that  count}-.  They  are  the 
parents  of  eight  living  children,  of  whom  the  eld- 


est, Etta,  is  a  successful  teacher  in  the  public  schools 
of  Murpliysboro;  James  is  a  student  in  the  Normal 
School  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.;  Maggie,  Lottie,  Ella, 
Joseph,  Lula  and  John  Ralph  reside  witli  their 
parents. 

Shortly  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Hamilton  came  to 
Jackson  County  and  settled  in  Somerset  Township, 
where  he  has  since  resided  on  section  33,  except  a 
few  j'ears  spent  in  MurphysDoro,  111.  He  has  ever 
been  prominent  in  the  promotion  of  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  people,  and  is  now  serving  his  second 
term  as  Supervisor  of  Somerset  Townsliip.  In  his 
political  belief  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  wliile  not 
active  in  his  partisanship,  he  may  always  be  relied 
upon  to  discharge  his  duties  as  a  public-spirited 
and  progressive  citizen.  He  enjoys  the  confidence 
of  his  large  circle  of  acquaintances  and  tiie  esteem 
of  those  who  for  years  have  been  his  associates  in 
business  and  social  circles. 


HOMAS  BROCKLESBY.  The  vast  agricult- 
ural resources  of  the  United  States  enables 
'  thousands  of  men  to  gain  a  competence  by 
tilling  the  soil.  Randolph  County  is  not  without 
her  share  of  these  enterprising  workers,  and  among 
those  in  township  6,  range  5.  who  occupy  excellent 
estates  is  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  is  num- 
bered among  the  successful  men  of  the  county. 
His  property  is  well  improved  with  substantial 
buildings,  modern  farm  machinery  and  good  fenc- 
ing, and  the  owner  raises  all  the  cereals  for  which 
this  portion  of  the  country  is  adapted. 

Born  in  Lancashire,  England,  in  March,  1832, 
our  subject  is  the  j'oungest  child  of  John  and  Ann 
Brocklesby,  both  of  whom  died  in  England. 
Thomas  attended  school  in  his  native  country, and 
in  his  youth,  being  obliged  to  support  himself,  he 
worked  at  anything  he  could  find  to  do.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen,  having  determined  to  seek  a  home 
in  the  New  World,  he  sailed  for  America,  and  at 
once  after  landing  came  to  Illinois.  Arriving  in 
Randolph  County,  he  located  upon  the  farm  where 
he  has  since  resided.  For  one  year  he  worked  for 
a  farmer  in  this  county,  and  then  undertaking 
J   agricultural   pursuits   for  himself,  soon   achieved 
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success.  His  estate  is  pleasantly  located  within  a 
mile  of  the  city  of  Steeleville,  and  its  admirable 
location,  as  well  as  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  renders 
the  property  very  valuable. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Brocklesby  occurred  in 
1852,  and  united  him  with  Miss  Mary  A.,  daughter 
of  John  and  Mary  (Scott)  Stevenson.  The  father 
passed  away  in  England,  and  the  mother  afterward 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  resided  in  Illi- 
nois until  her  death.  The  greatest  sorrow  that  has 
come  to  the  wedded  life  of  Mr.  Brocklesby  and  his 
wife  is  the  loss  of  their  five  children,  of  whom  they 
have  been  bereaved  by  death.  They  are  highly 
esteemed  by  the  people  of  the  community,  and 
justly  merit  the  esteem  in  which  they  are  held.  As 
.1  member  of  the  Democratic  party  Mr.  Brocklesby 
takes  an  intelligent  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
people  and  the  development  and  progress  of  this 
section  of  the  state.  He  is,  however,  disinclined 
to  accept  public  positions,  preferring  the  tranquil- 
lity- of  domestic  life  to  the  excitement  of  an  otlicial 
career.  He  has  given  his  attention  to  the  improve- 
ment and  cultivation  of  his  farm,  and  has  the  sat- 
isfaction of  knowing  that  the  property  of  which 
he  is  now  the  owner  has  been  earned  by  his  own 
indefatigable  and  honorable  efforts. 


Hl^ 


eLAUS  PETERSON,  dealer  in  carriages  and 
agricultural  implements,  of  Red  Bud,  was 
born  in  n(>rthern  Germany,  and  in  that 
country  was  reared  to  manhood,  no  event  of 
special  importance  occurring  during  his  boyhood 
and  youth.  It  was  in  1867  that  he  crossed  the 
Atlantic  and  came  direct  to  this  place,  where  he 
soon  embarked  in  his  present  business.  Two  of 
his  brothers  also  emigrated  to  the  New  World, 
Peter  and  Chris.  The  former  died  in  Red  Bud 
in  18t(l,  leaving  two  children.  The  latter  is  now 
a  resident  of  Silver  King,  Ariz.,  where  he  is  in- 
terested in  mining. 

In  his  native  land  our  subject  had  learned  the 
trade  of  wagon-making,  and  in  1872  began  work- 
ing along  that  line  in  Red  Bud,  but  after  carrying 
on  opeiations  for  a  few  years  he  abandoned  the 
occupation  and  began  dealing  in  farm  implements 


and  carriages.  He  carries  a  good  stock  and  does 
the  most  extensive  business  in  this  line  of  any 
man  in  the  county.  He  lost  heavily  in  the  cy- 
clone of  1892,  but  with  characteristic  energy  he  be- 
gan the  work  of  retrieving  his  lost  possessions. 
His  success  is  the  result  of  his  untiring  effort  and 
good  management. 

In  1876  Mr.  Peterson  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Annie  Kaney,  a  native  of  Indiana,  born 
in  Evansville.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  with 
a  family  of  four  children,  Johnnie,  Oscar,  Amelia 
and  Minnie,  all  of  whom  are  still  under  the  par- 
ental roof.  The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and 
Katrina  (Christiansen)  Peterson,  were  both  na- 
tives of  Germany,  and  there  spent  their  entire 
lives.  A  brother  and  sister  of  our  subject,  John 
and  Mar3',  are  also  living  in  the  Fatherland. 

Socially,  Mr.  Peterson  is  connected  with  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  and  his  brother  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Odd  Fellows'  so- 
ciety. Both  are  stanch  Republicans  in  politics  and 
take  an  active  interest  in  the  growth  and  success 
of  their  party.  Mr.  Peterson  has  been  called  upon 
to  serve  in  positions  of  public  trust,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  h.is  filled  the  office  of  City  Alder- 
man with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his 
constituents.  For  some  time  he  was  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board,  and  during  his  service 
in  that  cap.acity  did  much  toward  the  promotion 
of  the  cause  of  education,  of  which  he  is  a  warm 
friend.  It  was  a  fortunate  day  for  him  when  he 
determined  to  emigrate  to  America,  for  here  he 
has  met  with  prosperity,  securing  a  comfortable 
home,  .ind  made  many  warm  friends. 


|]SAAC  H.  PINKERTON.  It  has  been  often 
l|  said  that  invincible  determination  will  accom- 
/li  plish  any  desired  result  and  already'  are  the 
effects  of  its  constant  exercise  visible  in  the  life 
of  this  gentleman,  who,  although  one  of  the  young- 
est agriculturists  in  township  7,  has  won  a  respected 
position  for  himself  in  the  community  by  reason 
of  his  industry,  perseverance  and  genial  nature. 
He  is  a  fine  type  of  the  native  born  citizens  of  Ran- 
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dolpb   County,  and  lias  good  reason  to  look  for- 
ward to  a  bright  and  honored  future. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  the  Mill  Creek  Settle- 
ment, October  27,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  David 
Pinkerton,  who  came  fiom  Pennsylvania  in  an 
early  day  and  located  in  the  above  place.  The  fa- 
ther was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  also  worked 
for  some  time  at  liis  trade  of  a  carpenter.  The 
maiden  name  of  our  bubject's  mother  was  Sarah 
Rust.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Annis 
D.  (Cochran)  Rust,  who  were  earl}'  pioneers 
of  this  county,  and  at  the  time  of  locating  here 
|)urchased  land  from  the  Government. 

Isaac  R.,  of  this  sketcli,  received  his  early  educa- 
tion in  the  district  scliool  near  his  iiome,  and  al- 
tliougii  his  advantages  were  not  of  the  best,  he  im- 
proved liis  spare  moments,  and  has  become  one  of 
the  well  posted  men  of  this  section.  Being  the 
eldest  in  the  parental  family  of  six  children,  he 
was  obliged  to  take  the  lead  in  farm  work,  and 
wlien  quite  young,  plowed  land  with  a  double  team, 
lie  remained  at  home  assisting  his  father  in  culti- 
vating tlie  old  liomcstead  until  reacliing  his  eigh- 
teentli  year,  when  he  hired  out  for  a  twelvemonth, 
and  at  tlie  expiration  of  that  time  began  farming 
on  his  own  account,  wliich  has  since  been  his  life 
work.  He  gives  his  time  to  raising  hay  and  grain, 
and  is  also  a  breeder  of  fine  stock. 

Miss  Harriet,  daugliter  of  Archibald  and  Theo- 
dora (Tilden)  Gilchrist,  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  in  1879.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Pinkerton 
were  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  county,  and 
her  father,  who  was  a  descendant  of  Scotch  parents, 
served  as  a  soldier  in  tlie  late  Civil  War,  and  died 
from  the  effects  of  disease  contracted  while  in  the 
army. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Isaac  R.  Pinkerton  have  been 
born  four  cliildren:  Lelia,  Jessie,  and  Isaac  Glenn 
and  Sarah  Eunice,  twins.  They  are  all  being 
given  the  best  advantages  for  obtaining  an  edu- 
cation. A  Republican  in  his  political  opinions, 
Mr.  Pinkerton  has  been  elected  upon  the  ticket 
of  his  chosen  party  to  numerous  positions  of  re- 
sponsibility and  trust.  He  has  held  the  office  of 
Constable  and  was  Road  Supervisor  for  one  year. 
He  was  a  strong  advocate  of  public  schools,  and  as 
Director  has  done  much  to  promote  the  standard 


of  scholarship  in  his  neighborhood.  He  lias  also 
rendered  efficient  service  as  School  Trustee  for  a 
period  of  nine  years,  and  is  known  for  his  sturdy 
championship  of  every  measure  calculated  to  bene- 
fit the  community,  and  has  always  been  progress- 
ive, fearless  and  honest. 


1^  I^ILLIAM  RUCKNAGEL.  Prominent  among 
\r\///  the  pioneer  citizens  of  Randolph  County 
VitW  is  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  dur- 
ing his  active  life  was  insep.irably  associated  with 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Evansville  Precinct. 
In  1888  he  became  blind,  but  after  an  operation, 
which  was  performed  b\-  Dr.  Iloyt,  of  St.  Louis, 
he  regained  his  sight  to  some  extent.  An  hon- 
ored and  upright  citizen,  by  hard  work  he  has  ac- 
cumulated a  handsome  fortune,  and  now  in  the 
twilight  of  age  rests  from  arduous  duties  with  the 
consciousness  of  a  life  well  spent. 

Like  many  of  the  best  residents  of  this  county, 
our  subject  was  born  in  Germany,  his  birth  occur- 
ring July  7,  1821.  His  parents,  Andrew  and 
Christina  (Hoffman)  Rucknagel,  were  also  natives 
of  the  Fatherland,  where  the  former  died  in  1829. 
The  mother  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  com- 
pany with  our  subject  in  1846,  and  departed  this 
life  in  Randolph  Count}'  in  1855.  William,  of 
this  sketch,  upon  coming  to  the  New  World  made 
his  first  home  near  Waterloo,  Monroe  Count}-,  this 
state,  and  there  resided  until  1854,  when  he  made 
his  .advent  into  Randolph  County  and  purchased 
the  farm  he  now  owns  and  occupies. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  married  in  1852  was 
also  a  native  of  German}',  and  in  maidenhood  was 
known  as  Margaret  Longhaus.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  John  and  Margaret  (Grown)  Long- 
haus, who  came  to  America  in  1845  and  settled 
near  the  home  of  our  subject  iu  Monroe  County. 
Later,  they  came  to  Randolph  County,  where  Mr. 
Longhaus  departed  this  life  in  1879,  and  his  good 
wife  two  years  previously.  William  Rucknagel 
was  the  youngest  of  six  children,  and  received  a 
fair  education  in  the  model  schools  of  his  native 
land.  When  locating  upon  the  land  which  he 
now   owns,   and    which   comprises    eighty    acres, 
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it  was  in  its  primitive  condition,  and  he  imme- 
diately set  iiimself  about  the  task  of  clearing 
away  the  timber  and  erecting  a  log  cabin.  It 
must  be  admitted  that  he  commenced  life  under 
disadvantages,  but  by  means  ot  undaunted  energy 
and  great  courage  he  has  reached  a  high  position 
in  agricultural  circles. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rucknagel  have  been  born  live 
children,  viz.:  Andrew,  John,  William,  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth.  They  are  both  members  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church  and  take  great  interest  in  religious 
matters.  Our  subject  cast  his  first  Presideulial 
vote  for  Taylor,  and  although  not  an  active  poli- 
tician, always  votes  the  Republican  ticket. 

IL^  ^^^-  ALBEirr  L.  BRANDS,  M.  1).,  who  is 
at  iiresenl  representing  Handdlph  C'tninly 
in  llie  State  .Senate,  has  not  only  attained 
a  comiietency  in  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, but  has  won  an  honorable  record  in  Legisla- 
tive halls  and  as  a  private  citizen.  lie  is  also  one 
of  the  leading  druggists  in  Prairie  du  Roclier, 
where  he  resides,  and  in  his  well  erpiipped  estab- 
lishment is  found  a  full  line  of  all  articles  carried 
by  first-class  druggists. 

A  native  of  St.  Genevieve  C'()unty,  Mo.,  our 
subject  was  born  April  26,  18.56,  to  Herman  and 
Enieline  (Wells)  Brands,  natives  respectively  of 
Westphalia,  Prussia,  and  soutliwestcni  Ohio.  Tlie 
father  of  our  subject  made  his  way  to  America  in 
1844,  and  coming  west,  located  in  the  above  coun- 
ty' in  Missouri,  where  he  was  a  farmer,  and  died 
June  2,  1893.  His  good  wife,  who  is  still  living, 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  that  county.  They 
reared  a  family  of  three  sons,  of  whom  Albert  L., 
of  this  sketch,  is  the  only  one  now  living.  The 
latter  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  county, 
and  received  his  early  training  in  the  subscription 
schools  near  his  home.  Later  he  continued  his, 
studies  for  a  twelvemonth  in  the  DeSoto  College, 
at  I)e  Soto,  Mo.,  and  after  leaving  there  he  taught 
school  for  one  term  in  his  native  county.  It  be- 
ing his  desire  to  become  a  i)liysician,  he  entered 
the  Missouri  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis  in  1877, 
from  which  institution  be  was  graduated  with  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  three  years  later. 
17 


When  ready  to  begin  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion. Dr.  Brands  came  to  Illinois,  and  in  Ivy 
Landing,  Monroe  County,  remained  for  eighteen 
months,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  came  to  Prai- 
rie du  Rocher,  which  lias  since  been  his  home.  He 
has  alwa3's  been  very  ])opular  with  the  people 
where  he  hfis  resided,  and  during  the  first  admin- 
istration of  Cleveland,  was  appointed  Postmaster 
at  Prairie  du  Rocher.  His  prominence  as  a  public 
man  is  also  indicated  by  the  fact  that  in  1892  he 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  representing  Perry, 
Monroe,  Randolph  and  Jackson  Counties.  His 
political  affiliations  have  always  been  with  the 
Democratic  party,  which  he  has  represented  .as  a 
delegate  to  many  of  the  state  conventions. 

The  marriage  of  Dr.  Brands  with  Miss  Mag- 
gie Bliler  was  celebrated  July  28,  1886.  Mrs. 
Uraiids  was  born  in  Carl3'le,  Clinton  County,  111., 
and  at  the  time  of  iicr  marriage  was  residing  in 
Chester.  Their  union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
four  sons,  viz.:  Edgar  G.,  H.  Arnold,  Silvester 
J.  and  Albert  A.  The  Doctor's  wife  and  children 
are  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

lip  to  the  time  of  entering  the  Senate,  Dr. 
Brands  activelj-  pursued  his  high  calling  as  a  phy- 
sician here,  having  a  large  practice.  He  is  noted 
for  his  rare  skill  in  the  treatment  of  difficult  coses, 
and  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  physicians  in 
this  section  of  the  country.  As  State  Senator  he 
has  taken  a  decided  stand  on  the  side  of  labor,  and 
in  the  National  Coal  Miners'  Journal.  alCo\umlm», 
Ohio,  he  is  spoken  of  as  the  "prominent  labor  Sena- 
tor." While  in  tliat  boily,  he  was  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  on  Expenses,  and  was  also  a  member 
of  thirteen  other  committees  of  importance.  His 
record  is  that  of  a  man  interested  in  public  im- 
provements, liberal  in  his  views  regarding  appro- 
priations, but  averse  to  extravagance  or  fraud. 
Stanch  in  principles,  clear  in  perception,  and  de- 
cided in  character,  he  deserves  the  good  things 
which  have  come  to  him,  and  is  One  of  the  most 
prominent  and  inlluential  men  in  the  state. 

EDWARD  SCHWARTZ,  a  successful  farmer 
and  stock-raiser   residing  in  Elkville,  is  a 
son  of  Edward,  and  Sarah  (Pyle)  Schwartz. 
His  father  was  numbered  among  the  early  settlers 
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of  southern  Illinois,  locating  in  the  state  in  1818, 
the  .year  of  its  admission  to  the  Union.  In  1827 
he  removed  to  Jackson  County  and  entered  land 
from  the  Government  at  $1.25  per  acre.  Two 
years  previous  he  had  married  Sarah,  daughter  of 
John  Pyle,  who  settled  near  Carbondale  in  1803, 
and  subsequently  located  east  of  Du  Quoin.  In- 
dians were  still  in  the  neighborhood  and  were  quite 
troublesome,  but  eventually  they  retreated  before 
the  advancing  steps  of  tlie  white  man. 

Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Schwartz,  Isabel,  Eliza,  Josiah,  Iliram,  Elizabeth, 
William  (deceased),  Edward  and  Horatio.  The 
subject  of  this  record  was  born  on  section  20, 
Elkville  Township,  near  his  present  farm,  April 
10,  1828.  From  his  boyhood  he  was  noted  for  his 
industry  and  enterprise,  and  the  raw  prairie  soon 
became  productive  and  fertile  under  his  skillful 
care.  He  gradually  became  the  possessor  of  con- 
siderable valuable  property  as  the  result  of  his 
earnest  efforts. 

On  the  30th  of  August,  1860,  Mr.  Schwartz  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emeline,  daughter 
of  Eli  and  Rebecca  Renno.  Nine  children  were 
born  to  them,  seven  of  whom  are  j'et  living.  Ella 
A.,  boin  July  20,  1861,  was  married  in  1887  to 
William  Lemming,  a  carpenter  of  Elkville,  and 
they  have  threechildren,  Addie,  John  E.  and  Albert. 
Mattie  A.,  born  April  27,  1863,  was  married  March 
27,  1884,  to  W.  D.  Kimmcl,  the  well  known  horse- 
man, and  they  have  had  four  children,  Mercy, 
Lucjs  Ned,  and  one  deceased.  Mary  J.,  born  Sep- 
tember 24,  1868,  became  the  wife  of  George  Cas- 
tlelon,  August  12,  1888,  and  they  had  four  chil- 
dren, Charles  (deceased),  Clara,  Christopher  and 
Emma.  Eva  L.,  born  December  9,  1870,  became 
the  wife  of  Everett  Castleton  November  10,  1892, 
and  they  have  a  son,  Claude.  Samuel  M.,  born 
April  14,  1877;  John  W.,  who  is  a  twin  brother  of 
Samuel;  and  Josiah  E.,  born  July  8,  1878,  are  the 
younger  members  of  the  family.  Those  deceased 
are  William  A.,  who  was  boin  September  19,  1864, 
and  Edward  II.,  born  May  l6,  1866. 

Mr.  Scliwartz  has  frequently  been  solicited  to 
become  a  candidate  for  public  ollice,  but  has  al- 
ways steadilj'  refused,  unless  it  was  for  some  minor 
position.     He  was  commissioned  by  Richard  Yates, 


the  War  Governor  of  Illinois,  as  Justice  of  tiie 
Peace  November  29, 1864;  he  was  elected  Supervisor 
of  Elkville  Township  in  1872,  and  was  re-elected  in 
1874.  For  two  years  he  also  served  as  Town 
Treasurer,  discharging  his  duties  with  rare  fidelity 
and  judgment. 

In  1849  Mr.  Schwartz,  attracted  by  the  discov- 
ery of  gold,  crossed  the  plains,  and  for  a  short 
time  engaged  in  mining.  He  recalls  many  inci- 
dents of  pioneer  life,  both  amusing  and  interesting, 
for  he  has  passed  through  all  the  experiences  of 
the  frontier,  and  knows  its  history  well.  In  the 
early  days  of  Jackson  County  he  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising, but  later  turned  his  attention  to  farm- 
ing, and  in  that  business  met  with  most  excellent 
success.  In  March,  1892,  the  Horse  and  Mule 
Protective  Association  was  organized  in  Elkville 
Township,  and  its  oHicers  are  as  follows:  C.  Cas- 
tleton, Chairman;  J.  D.  Hays,  Secretary,  and  Ed- 
ward Schwartz,  Treasurer.  The  farm  of  our  sub- 
ject comprises  four  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of 
valuable  land,  aYid  is  considered  one  of  the  finest 
and  best  in  the  community.  It  stands  as  a  monu- 
ment to  his  thrift  and  enterprise,  and  is  the  just 
reward  of  his  labors.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwartz 
are  consistent  members  of  the  Christian  Church  of 
Elkville,  contribute  liberally  to  its  support,  and 
are  among  its  leading  workers. 


]U~.  ON.  THOMAS  J.  RICE  has  met  with  more 
fjj^  than  ordinary  success  in  prosecuting  his 
calling  as  a  farmer,  and  since  casting  in 
his  lot  with  the  pioneers  of  Perry  County, 
more  than  half  a  century  ago,  has  accumulated  a 
valuable  property  and  is  classed  among  tlie  wealthy 
and  prominent  agriculturists  of  this  portion  of  the 
county.  He  owns  two  hundred  and  eiglity  acres 
of  land  on  section  10,  township  4,  range  2,  where 
he  and  Iiis  good  wife  are  enjoying  the  fruits  of 
their  united  labors  in  the  comforts  of  a  substantial 
home. 

A  native  of  Perry  County,  111.,  Mr.  Rice  was 
born  September  16,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Hiram 
and  Mary  (Hutchings)  Rice,  natives  of  Tennessee. 
He  received  a  liberal  education,  and  when  starting 
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out  in  life  for  himself  was  prudent  and  frugal, 
and  boon  laid  b}-  a  sutticient  sum  of  money  to  en- 
able iiim  to  engage  in  business  on  his  own  ac- 
counl.  In  1864  he  married  Miss  Fannie,  daugh- 
ter of  William  and  Mar^-  (Hall)  Hliine,  and  to 
them  were  born  five  children,  three  of  whom  are 
still  living,  Lyman,  a  faruier  in  this  county;  T. 
Warren  and  Dora. 

In  liis  political  relations,  Mr.  Rice  has  been  an 
active  worker  in  the  lanks  of  the  Democratic  party, 
and  in  1888  was  elected  on  that  ticket  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature.  He  is  known  for  his 
sturdy  championsiiip  of  every  measure  calculated 
to  benefit  the  community,  and  has  always  been 
progressive,  fearless  and  honest.  With  his  wife, 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  is  numbered  among  the  most  prominent  resi- 
dents of  this  section. 

\|^^OAH  FARNER,a  representative  fanner  and 
I  jjj  stock-raiser  of  .Jackson  County,  residing 
\l^,zL,  on  section  13,  Somerset  Township,  was 
born  in  Somerset  Count}',  I'a.,  November  30,  1834. 
He  is  the  son  of  Abraham  and  Caroline  (Oaks) 
Farner,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  whom  lie  accom- 
panied at  the  age  of  nine  years  to  Illinois,  and 
settled  with  them  in  .Jackson  County.  The  jour- 
ney hither  was  made  by  way  of  the  Ohio  and  Mis- 
sissippi Rivers  to  a  place  then  known  as  Bennett's 
Landing,  whence  they  came  by  wagon  to  Somerset 
Township. 

Locating  near  Elkville,  Abraham  Farner  there 
for  a  time  operated  a  rented  farm  and  remained  in 
tliat  neigiiborhood  for  several  years.  Subsequently 
he  removed  to  De  .Soto  Township,  of  which  he 
was  a  pioneer,  settling  in  the  woods  and  erecting 
a  log  cabin  for  the  home  of  his  family.  It  fell  to 
his  lot  to  do  a  large  amount  of  frontier  work,  but 
being  stalwart  and  rugged,  he  was  enabled  to  se- 
cure profitable  results  from  his  labors.  Shortly- 
after  locating  in  De  Soto  Township  he  was  be- 
reaved by  the  death  of  his  estimable  wife,  whom 
he  survived  for  a  number  of  years,  passing  away 
in  1878.  A  man  of  energetic  and  forceful  dispo- 
sition, he  was  highly  regarded    by  the  people   of 


Jackson  County,  and  was  especially  prominent  in 
the  public  affairs  of  DeSoto  Township. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  man- 
hood amid  scenes  of  pioneer  life  in  Jackson  Coun- 
ty. In  the  subscription  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood he  obtained  the  rudiments  of  his  education, 
but  the  obstacles  to  progress  were  many.  The 
mode  of  instiuction  was  crude,  the  text  books  un- 
satisfactory, and  the  building  itself  no  better  than 
the  books.  However,  in  the  school  of  experience 
he  has  learned  many  lessons  not  taught  in  books, 
and  his  efforts  have  been  so  constant  and  thorough 
that  he  is  now  a  well  informed  man. 

In  the  year  1866  Mr.  Farner  married  Miss  Ros- 
anna  Knights,  who  died  after  having  become  the 
mother  of  four  children.  Of  this  family  one  alone 
survives,  a  daughter,  Dora.  May  30,  1880,  Mr. 
Farner  w.as  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Minnie 
Fager,  who  was  born  in  Germany  January  26, 
1848.  At  the  age  of  five  years  she  accompanied 
her  parents,  Sebastian  and  Mary  A.  Fager,  from 
their  native  land  to  America,  and  locating  in  Jack- 
son County,  her  father  afterward  assisted  in  the 
construction  work  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad. 
Later  he  settled  in  Somerset  Township,  where  he 
died  September  17,  1889.  His  wife  passed  away 
January  28,  1862.  Four  of  their  children  are  now 
living:  Mrs.  Farner,  John,  Philip  and  Daniel  B. 

Through  energetic  efforts  Mr.  Farner  has  ac- 
quired the  ownciship  of  a  valuable  farm  consist- 
ing of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres.  While  de- 
voting his  altenlion  closely  to  agriculture,  he  also 
finds  time  for  the  consideration  of  matters  of  pub- 
lic import.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  has 
served  as  School  Director.  In  religious  matters  he 
is  liberal,  though  inclined  to  the  faith  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church,  of  which  his  wife  is  a  member.  Dur- 
ing the  Civil  War  he  enlisted,  August  1,  1862,  as 
a  member  of  Company  K,  Seventy-third  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  became  a  factor  of  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  participating  with  his  regiment  in  the 
battles  of  Perry ville.  Stone  River,  Chickamaugu«, 
Mission  Ridge  and  other  minor  engagements.  He 
went  as  far  south  as  Atlanta,  and  afterward  took 
part  in  the  battle  of  Nashville.  Altogether  he  was 
actively  engaged  in  nineteen  battles.  Three  times 
I   he  was  wounded,  and  is  now  in  receipt  of  a  pen- 
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siou  of  812  per  month.  After  an  honorable  serv- 
ice of  almost  three  years  he  was  discharged  at 
Camp  Butler,  in  1865.  He  isau  active  member  of 
DcSoto  Post  No.  564,  G.  A.  R.,  and  has  served  .as 
its  Junior  Vice-Commander. 


^l 


a,' 


Qi 


AMUEL  SCHWARTZ  is  the  present  Post- 
ni.aster  at  Elkville,  and  is  an  efficient  and 
^  faithful  officer,  who  in  the  prompt  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  has  won  high  com- 
mendation. Mr.  Schwartz  is  a  native  of  Elkville 
Township,  and  is  therefore  all  the  more  deserving 
of  representation  in  this  volume.  He  was  born  in 
1847,  and  is  a  son  of  George  ;Bid  Sai-ah  Schwartz, 
who  were  numbered  among  the  pioneers  of  the 
state,  having  settled  in  the  southern  part  of  Illi- 
nois in  1812,  during  territorial  days.  The3'  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  respect- 
ively and  on  leaving  their  childhood  home  became 
residents  of  .Tackson  County,  HI.,  locating  south 
of  IMurphysboro.  At  that  time  the  Indians  still 
lingered  along  the  Mississippi,  and  the  entire  dis- 
trict was  in  a  wild  and  unimproved  condition. 
Later  Mr.  Schwartz  made  extensive  purchases  of 
land  in  Elkville  Township,  which  subsequently 
became  the  property  of  numerous  heirs  of  the 
family. 

Amid  the  wild  scenes  of  frontier  life,  Samuel 
Schwartz  passed  the  days  of  his  bo3'hood  and 
youth.  He  worked  on  a  farm  during  the  summer 
months,  and  in  the  winter  season  attended  the 
common  school,  where  he  acquired  a  good  educa- 
tion. AVhen  he  had  arrived  at  man's  estate,  he 
took  up  the  pursuit  to  which  he  had  been  reared, 
and  very  successfuU}-  followed  farming  for  some 
time.  He  still  owns  two  hundred  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  comprising  one  of  the  best  farm  proper- 
ties in  Jackson  Count}'.  The  land  is  highly  culti- 
vated, and  is  improved  with  all  the  buildings  and- 
conveniences  found  upon  a  model  farm. 

In  1872,  Mr.  Schwartz  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Hackney,  of  Tennessee,  who 
has  proved  to  him  a  faithful  companion  and  help- 
mate. She  is  a  most  estimable  lad}',  and  has 
many  warm  friends  throughout  the    community, 


who  esteem  her  highly.  The  Schwartz  household 
numbers  our  subject,  his  wife  and  the  three  chil- 
dren who  have  graced  their  union.  Charles  E., 
the  eldest,  is  now  attending  the  .State  Normal  Uni- 
versity of  Carbondale,  111.,  and  is  rapidly  winning 
success  as  a  correspondent  of  the  St.  Louis  papers. 
Fannie  B.  and  Chester  R.  are  still  at  liome. 

Mr.  Schwartz  has  twice  been  elected  Postmaster 
at  Elkville,  and  is  now  filling  the  office  in  a  credit- 
able and  acceptable  manner.  He  votes  witii  the 
Democracy,  and  is  a  warm  advocate  of  its  princi- 
ples. In  1891  lie  established  a  general  store,  and 
from  the  beginning  this  investment  lias  proved  a 
profitable  one,  increasing  his  income  materially. 
He  is  a  man  of  energy  and  enterprise,  and  his  suc- 
cess is  the  result  of  well  directed  efforts. 


•=i=S^l 
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y  FRANK  TREFFTZS.  Since  his  early 
youth  tills  gentleman  has  manifested  a  de- 
gree of  enterprise  which  lias  redounded  to 
his  credit  and  resulted  in  worldly  prosperit}'.  He 
is  of  German  ancestry,  and  no  doubt  inherits  some 
of  the  national  characteristics  which  have  combined 
to  secure  his  financial  success.  He  is  a  son  of 
Gabriel  and  Mary  (Federer)  Trefftzs,  who  came  to 
America  from  Wurtemberg,  Germany,  in  1837. 

Gabriel  Trefftzs,  who  was  the  elder  in  a  family 
of  two  children,  was  a  weaver  by  trade,  and  also 
owned  and  operated  a  seven-acre  tract  of  land  in 
his  native  countr}'.  Prior  to  coming  to  America 
he  married  Miss  Federer,  and  of  their  union  seven 
children  were  born  in  Germany.  After  coming 
to  the  United  Stales  two  children  were  added  to 
the  famil}'.  The  household  ificluded  Caroline; 
Gabriel,  now  deceased;  Levy,  Jacob;  Gottleib,  who 
died  in  Germany;  Lewis,  also  deceased;  Mathias; 
Rebecca  and  William  F.,  our  subject.  The  parents 
were  members  of  the  German  Lutheran  Church, 
and  were  active  in  all  good  works.  After  coming 
to  America  they  located  on  rented  land  in  Ohio, 
which  they  operated  until  coming  to  Perry  Coun- 
ty in  1854.  Here  the  father  purchased  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty  acres  of  Government  land,  which 
forms  a  part  of  our  subject's  present  home,  and 
be  worked  industriousl}'  in  order  to  clear  and  im- 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


523 


prove  his  property.  lie  departed  this  life  March 
2,  1875,  and  was  followed  to  the  better  land  hy 
his  good  wife,  who  died  July  2.  1878. 

W.  Frank  Trefftzs  received  a  district  school 
education  and  lived  with  his  parents,  caring  for 
them  until  their  decease.  Then  purchasing  of  iiis 
brothers  and  sisters  their  interest  iu  the  home  farm 
he  became  its  proprietor,  and  is  now  conducting 
afifairs  so  as  to  reap  good  returns.  When  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  Mr.  Trefftzs  married  Miss  Eliza 
E.  IJluck,  who  was  born  in  Perry  Count\-,  Mo.,  in 
1844.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Louis  and  Nancy 
(Watkins)  Black,  natives  of  Kentucky  and  pio- 
neers of  Missouri.  To  them  has  been  born  a 
family  of  ten  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  in- 
fancy. Those  living  are,  Gabriel;  Winefred,  Mrs. 
George  G.  Brown;  Lewis,  Emma,  Jacob,  Lydia  M., 
Cora  M.,  Sadie  E.  and  Grace  M.  The  children 
have  been  given  good  educations,  and  one  mem- 
ber of  the  family  has  been  ver3-  successful  as  a 
school  teacher.  Mv.  and  Mrs.  Trefftzs  are  conscien- 
tious members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  the  former  has  been  Clerk.  In  early  life 
a  l\e[)ublican,  he  now  votes  with  the  People's 
party. 


:^#C^ 


^p^EORGE  II.  FRENCH,  A.  M.,  professor  of 
III  ,—,  botany,  zoology  and  physiology  in  the 
"^i^  Southern  Illinois  State  Normal  University, 
is  a  native  of  Tiilly,  Onand.aga  County,  N.  Y. 
His  father.  Hazen  M.  French,  w.as  born  in  Vermont, 
March  15,  1812,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
His  father,  Miles  French,  was  of  English  descent, 
tlie  family  having  been  founded  in  America  by 
four  brothers  of  English  birth,  who  in  early  Colo- 
nial days  settled  in  Concord,  N.  II.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Caroline 
White,  was  born  in  New  York  in  1813,  and  was  a 
member  of  the  White  family  which  furnislied  many 
eminent  physicians  to  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
French  were  married  in  the  Empire  State,  where 
they  always  lived,  lie  was  a  prominent  and  inllucn- 
tial  citizen  and  w.as  a  great  reader  and  student  of 
history.  In  the  family  were  live  children,  of 
whom  three  j-et  survive,  Esther  E.,  wife  of  Byron 
S.Lake,  a  mining  superintendent  of  Central  City, 


Colo.,  by  whom  she  has  two  children;  George  H., 
and  Emery  II.,  who  is  living  in  l)e  Ruyter,  N.  Y. 
He  married  Florence  Parks,  and  they  have  one 
child. 

Professor  French  was  born  March  19,  1841,  and 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  upon  his 
father's  farm.  He  completed  his  education  in  the 
normal  school  of  Cortland,  N.  Y.  and  later  en- 
gaged iu  teaching  for  four  years  in  the  common 
schools  of  his  native  state.  In  1865-66,  he  was 
engaged  in  leaching  in  Belviderc,  111.,  later  spent 
one  year  .as  a  teacher  in  (irand  Rapids,  Wis.,  one 
3'ear  in  Roscoe,  111.,  and  nine  years  in  the  Agricult- 
ural College  of  Irvington,  111.  He  then  spent  one 
year  as  Assistant  State  Entomologist  under  Dr. 
Cyrus  Thomas,  and  in  July,  1878,  he  became  con- 
nected with  the  University  in  Carbondale,  in 
which  he- has  since  occupied  the  chairs  of  botanj', 
zoology,  physiology  and  has  been  curator. 

In  1872  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Pro- 
fessor French  and  Miss  Ilattie  E.  Bingham, a  native 
of  Bureau  County,  III.  She  was  born  December 
25,  1851.  and  is  a  daughter  of  S.  P.  and  Harriet 
(Adams)  Bingham.  Iler  mother  was  a  descendant 
of  Samuel  Adams  of  Revolutionaiy  fame.  She  is 
now  deceased.  Mr.  Bingham  is  a  resident  of  Lin- 
coln, Neb.,  and  a  Deacon  in  a  Baptist  Church  of 
that  city. 

Both  the  Professor  and  Mrs.  French  belong  to 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  also  serves  as  De.acon. 
He  takes  an  active  part  in  cliurch  and  benevolent 
work  and  has  always  been  a  teacher  in  the  .Sunday- 
school.  He  belongs  to  the  Entomological  .Society 
of  France,  is  an  associate  member  of  the  Natural 
History  .Society  of  Lubeck,  Germany,  an  associate 
member  of  the  Entomological  Society  of  Ontario, 
Canada,  .and  of  a  similar  organization  in  New  Y'ork, 
in  the  Philadelphia  Academy  of  .Sciences  and  the 
American  Entomological  Society  of  Philadelphia. 
He  is  evidently  the  foremost  entomologist  in  Illi- 
nois, and  h.as  received  insects  from  all  over  the 
country  to  name  and  classify.  He  is  probably 
just  as  well  versed  in  botany.  He  is  the  author  of 
a  work  of  over  four  hundred  p.iges  entitled  "The 
Buttertlies  of  Eastern  United  States,"  published  by 
J.  B.  Lippincott  in  1886.  He  is  now  writing  a 
work  on  "Moths  of  Eastern  United  States."     He 
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has  furnished  many  articles  for  scientific  peri- 
odicals and  papers,  lias  been  a  regular  contributor 
to  the  Fruit  Grower's  Journal  since  its  organization , 
has  been  Entomological  correspondent  for  the 
Rural  New  Yorker,  the  Prairie  Farmer  and  the  Pa- 
cific R^iral  Press,  of  San  Francisco.  Some  of  his 
papers  have  also  been  published  in  foreign  coun- 
tries. His  membership  in  the  foreign  societies  was 
entirely  unsolicited  on  his  part.  A  lover  of  nature, 
he  has  ever  been  a  close  student,  especially  of  in- 
sects and  flowers,  and  his  deep  researches  have 
given  liim  a  position  of  prominence  among  scien- 
tific men,  not  only  in  his  own  country,  but  in 
foreign  lands  as  well. 


REDERICK  HARMSEN.  Among  the  na- 
j  tives  of  Germany  who  rank  among  the 
prominentagriculturists  of  Randolph  Coun- 
ty may  be  classed  the  subject  of  this  biographical 
notice,  whose  life  has  been  such  as  to  reflect  credit 
not  only  upon  himself,  but  also  upon  tbe  land  of 
his  nativity.  His  estate  is  located  in  township  6, 
range  5,  near  the  city  of  Steeleville,  and  on  ac- 
count of  its  first-class  improvements  and  pleasant 
situation  is  conceded  to  be  one  of  the  most  valua- 
ble farms  in  the  county. 

Born  in  Germany  August  29,  1832,  our  subject 
is  the  second  of  a  familj'  of  three  children  born  to 
the  union  of  Henrj'  and  Katherine  (Blester) 
Harmsen,  both  of  whom  lived  and  died  in  the 
Fatherland.  In  the  excellent  schools  of  Germany, 
Frederick  received  a  practical  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  3'ears  discontinued  his  studies 
and  commenced  to  work  upon  a  farm.  He  fol- 
lowed farming  pursuits  in  that  country  until  1865, 
when  he  took  passage  on  a  ship  and  crossed  the 
ocean  to  America.  For  a  time  he  remained  in 
Chicago,  after  which  he  spent  a  year  in  Randolph 
County,  and  then  returned  to  Germany. 

So  pleased  was  Mr.  Harmsen  with  the  prospects 
and  inducements  America  offered  to  settlers  that 
in  1867  he  returned  hither  and  took  up  his  abode 
in  Randolph  County,  settling  upon  the  place  where 
he  has  since  resided.  Since  locating  here  he  has 
become  known  as  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and 


stock-raisers  of  the  county,  and  as  a  result  of  his 
progressive  spirit  and  energetic  disposition  he  has 
gained  prosperity.  He  devotes  his  attention  ex- 
clusively to  his  private  interests,  and  other  than 
casting  his  ballot  for  the  nominees  of  the  Demo- 
cratic part}',  is  not  interested  in  public  affairs. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Harmsen  occurred  in 
1867,  when  he  was  united  with  Miss  Margaret 
Myers,  whose  parents  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
Germany.  Of  this  union  there  were  born  five 
children.  Those  who  survive  are:  Agnes,  who 
married  Hermann  Kuhlman  and  resides  in  Cali- 
fornia; pjuima  and  Henry,  who  are  at  home.  In 
1886  Mrs.  Margaret  Harmsen  passed  away,  and 
two  years  later  our  subject  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Wilhemena  Pagels,  who  was  born  and  reared 
in  Germany,  and  there  also  married.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Harmsen  spent  their  entire  lives  in  their 
native  land,  Germany.  This  marriage  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  two  children,  John  and  William, 
who  are  bright  and  intelligent.  In  their  religious 
affiliations,  Mr.  Harmsen  and  his  excellent  wife  are 
identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 


L^^^HE  CITY  NATIONAL  BANK  of  Murphys- 
boro  is  one  of  the  conservative  and  solid 
financial  institutions  of  Jackson  County. 
It  was  organized  in  1893,  with  a  capital  stock  of 
?;50,0U0,  and  on  the  25th  of  November  was  opened 
for  business.  Although  the  period  is  compara- 
tively short  that  has  elapsed  since  that  time,  it  has 
already  established  itself  on  a  firm  basis  and  is 
recognized  as  the  leading  bank  of  the  city.  Its 
stockholders  are  among  the  best  and  most  sub- 
stantial citizens  of  Murphysboro. 

The  City  National  Bank  is  a  continuation  of  the 
Bank  of  Murphysboro,  carried  on  by  James  E. 
Walker  &l  Co.,  and  established  in  1886  with  the 
following  oftlcers:  James  E.  Walker,  President; 
John  M.  Herbert,  Vice-President,  and  John  G. 
Hardy,  Cashier.  Its  Board  of  Directors  numbers 
nine  gentlemen:  James  H.  Martin, a  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Hill  <fe  Martin;  J.  M.  Herbert,  State's 
Attorney;  C.  O.  Pellett,  a  leading  merchant;  W. 
C.  Norman,  of  the  Big  Muddy  Lumber  Company; 
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J.  I).  Peters,  Superintendent  of  the  Big  Muddy 
Coal  and  Iron  Company,  and  otliers.  Among  tlie 
stociiholders  of  the  bank  are  James  C.  Clarke, 
President  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad;  U.  W. 
Clarke,  Superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis  Division 
of  the  Mobile  A  Ohio  Koad;  A.  B.  Minton,  master 
mechanic  of  the  St.  Louis  Division,  and  Thomas 
M.  Logan,  a  capitalist  of  Murphyshoro. 

A  general  banking  business  is  done  and  interest 
is  paid  on  time  deposits.  From  the  beginning  the 
bank  has  met  with  most  excellent  success,  receiv- 
ing the  support  and  co-operation  of  the  best  citi- 
zens. A  prosperous  future  is  certainlj'  before  the 
City  National  Bank,  for  tliose  interested  in  the 
cpncern  are  men  of  most  excellent  business  repu- 
tation, and  their  safe  and  conservative  yet  pro- 
gressive policy  at  once  commends  the  bank  to  all. 

James  K.  Walker,  who  is  its  President,  is  a  na- 
tive of  Pennsylvania,  and  came  to  Murphysboro 
in  1881,  and  since  that  time  has  been  devoted 
largely  to  banking  interests.  Other  enterprises, 
however,  have  received  his  support  and  co-opera- 
tion. He  was  one  of  the  organizers  and  is  now 
President  of  the  Jackson  County  Milling  and 
Elevator  Company.  In  man3'  other  concerns  he 
is  interested,  and  through  his  connection  with  these 
enterprises  he  has  added  materially  to  the  welfare 
of  the  city.  In  politics  Mr.  Walker  is  a  stanch 
Republican. 

^f?  E.  ENTSMINGER,  D.  D.  S.,  one  of  the 
leading  dentists  of  Murphysboro,  who  is 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  is  a  native  of  Meigs  County, 
Ohio,  and  was  born  April  2,  1864.  The  family 
is  of  German  ancestry.  His  father  and  grand- 
father, both  of  whom  were  named  David  Ents- 
ininger,  were  natives  of  Virginia.  The  lattm'  served 
as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  as  a  business 
pursuit  followed  farming  throughout  life  in  tlie 
Old  Dominion.  The  former  went  west  when  a 
young  man,  locating  near  Middleport,  Ohio.  He 
followed  farming  for  a  time,  and  then  began  black- 
smithing  in  the  town  where  he  still  makes  his  home. 
He  was  joined  in  wedlock  with  Christine  15.  Mc- 
Knight,  a   native    of  Nova  Scotia,  and  a  daugh- 


ter of  Samuel  McKnight.  Tlie  latter  was  born  and 
m.-irried  in  Scotland,  and  thence  emigrated  to  Can- 
ada. He  afterward  became  a  pioneer  farmer  of 
Meigs  County,  Ohio,  where  his  death  occurred  in 
1873.  Mrs.  Entsininger,  who  was  a  consistent 
member  of  the  I'lesbyterian  Church,  was  called  to 
her  final  rest  February  4,  1893. 

In  tiie  parental  family  were  seven  children,  four 
sons  and  three  daughters,  and  all  are  still  living, 
namely:  G.  W.,  a  dentist  of  Carbondale;  Mrs.  Isa- 
bel Bailey,  of  Pomeroy,  Ohio;  Mrs.  Mina  F.  Klein, 
of  Evansville,  Ind.;  Ida,  at  home;  Richard  15.,  a 
farmer  of  Meigs  County,  Ohio;  James  E.,  of  this 
sketch;  and  A.  L.,  of  Cailiondale. 

Dr.  Entsininger,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  After  attending  the 
common  schools,  he  completed  his  literary  studies 
in  the  high  school  of  Middleport,  Ohio.  Leaving 
his  native  state  on  the  24th  of  January,  1884,  he 
reached  DuQuoin,  111.,  where  his  brother  (i.  W.  was 
living.  He  remained  with  him  until  June,  1884, 
when  he  accompanied  him  to  Carbondale,  and  under 
his  direction  took  up  the  study  of  dentistry.  He 
then  practiced  with  his  brother  until  January, 
1889,  when  in  order  to  further  [lerfect  himself  in  his 
profession  he  entered  the  Hospital  College  of  Med- 
icine, in  Louisville,  Ky.,  as  a  student  in  the  den- 
tal department,  from  which  he  was  graduated  June 
17,  1890,  with  the  degree  of  D.  D.  S.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  in  Murphysboro,  and  in  a  pleas- 
ant office  at  the  corner  of  Walnut  and  Spring 
Streets  he  receives  from  the  public  a  large  prac- 
tice, which  is  steadily  increasing. 

On  the  31st  of  December,  1890,  in  Louisville, 
the  Doctor  wedded  Miss  Lizzie  Cox,  who  was  born 
near  that  city.  Her  mother  was  an  own  cousin  of 
ex-Governor  Blackburn,  of  Kentucky.  The}- now 
have  a  little  daughter,  Ruth.  In  social  circles,  the 
Doctor  and  his  wife  hold  an  enviable  position, and 
true  worth  and  intelligence  were  their  passports 
into  good  society.  Dr.  Entsininger  is  a  charter 
member  of  the  Fraternal  Mystic  Circle,  of  which 
he  is  now  serving  .as  Chaplain,  and  he  also  belongs 
to  the  Southern  Illinois  DenUil  Association,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  First  Presbyteria^  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  true-blue    Republican.     His   skill 
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and  ability  and  his  courteous  and  general  manner 
have  made  him  a  successful  dentist  and  won  him 
a  prominent  place  among  his  professional  brethren. 


\f7  EWIS  C.  HARRY,  one  of  the  leading  faini- 
J.  crs  of  township  8,  range  5,  Randolph  Coun- 
^  ty,  was  born  near  York  Springs,  Adams 
County,  Pa.,  April  12,  1834.  He  is  the  second  in 
order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to 
Lewis  and  Sarali  (Comly)  Harry,  both  natives  of 
the  Keystone  .State.  Tiie  father  is  of  Welsh  de- 
scent, and  was  born  in  Delaware  Township,  Ches- 
ter County,  July  27,  1791,  and  his  wife  was 
born  April  18,  1810.  They  were  members  of  the 
Friends'  Church.  The  exact  date  of  the  birth  of  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Jesse  Harr}-,  is  not 
known, but  hedied  in  1818,  when  about  eighty  years 
old,  in  Chester  County,  Pa.,  which  was  also  the 
county  of  his  birth. 

The  parents  of  the  mother  of  our  subject  were 
Samuel  and  Susannah  (Wyerman)  Comly,  natives 
of  Philadelphia  and  Adams  County,  Pa.,  respect- 
ively, and  of  old  English  descent.  Samuel  was 
born  October  7,  1773,  and  Susannah  September  5, 
1779.  In  the  year  1837  the  Comly  family  re- 
moved to  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  five  years 
later  went  to  Putnam  Count3',  111.,  settling  on  a 
farm  near  Magnolia,  then  a  small  town. 

April  26,  1832,  Lewis  Harry  was  wedded  to 
Sarah  Coml^',  in  Adams  County,  Pa.,  where  they 
continued  to  reside  until  the  spring  of  1838,  when 
be  followed  the  family  of  his  father-in-law  into 
Washington  County,  of  the  same  stale.  Here  he 
continued  to  reside  until  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  the  last  day  of  Marcli,  1865.  The 
mother  continued  to  live  with  her  son  Lewis  C, 
and  with  his  fanlily  removed  to  Randolph  County, 
where  he  purchased  a  tract  of  sixt3'  acres  on  sec- 
tion 5,  township  8,  ran^e  5.  On  this  place  the 
family  now  reside.  The  place  is  under  the  best 
possible  cultivation,  and  a  good  income  is  realized 
from  the  crops  raised  thereon. 

Mr.  Harry  of  whom  we  write  this  brief  life- 
history  was  married  June  12,  1870,  to  Mary  J.,  a 
a    daughter   of  James  and   Margaret   (McCaslon) 


Simpson.  The  Simpsons  were  natives  of  Lime- 
vedy.  County  Londonderry,  Ireland,  where  Mrs. 
Harry  was  born  March  25,  1843.  In  the  year 
1854  she,  with  her  sister  Anne,  left  her  native 
island  for  America,  landing  in  Philadelphia.  They 
went  from  there  to  visit  an  aunt  in  Washington 
County,  Pa.,  where  she  and  our  subject  first  met. 
To  them  were  born  five  children,  of  whom 
three  survive.  They  are,  Lewis  S.,  Robert  J.  and 
Jesse  W.  The  deceased  children  are  Annie  Mary 
and  Prank.  The  mother  of  our  subject  is  in  her 
eighty-fourth  year,  hale  and  hearty,  and  in  the 
possession  of  all  her  native  faculties,  and  is  still 
making  her  home  with  him  during  the  closing 
years  of  a  long  and  peaceful  life.  She  and  her 
son  are  j'et  members  of  the  Societj'  of  Friends,  but 
do  not  attend  their  services,  as  there  is  no  church 
nearer  than  St.  Louis.  Mrs.  Harry,  the  wife  of 
our  subject,  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  as  were  her  people  before  her. 

Our  subject  is  a  true-blue  Republican  in  his  po- 
litical affiliations,  and  has  been  since  the  birth  of 
that  party.  He  is  liberal  and  open-hearted,  and 
no  worthy  movement  is  allowed  to  fail  for  want 
of  support  on  his  part.  He  is  pleasant,  affable  and 
courteous,  and  has  many  warm  friends. 


^^EORGE  W.  ZIEBOLD  is  the  Superintend- 


G 


f  — ,  ent  of  the  Waterloo  Milling  Company,  and 


one  of  the  leading  and  representative  citi- 
zens of  Monroe  County.  He  is  a  native  of  Mis- 
souri, his  birth  having  occurred  in  Moniteau  Coun- 
ty, on  the  1st  of  March,  1860.  His  father,  Gott- 
lieb Ziebold,  is  now  a  miller  of  Red  Bud,  111. 
George  W.  was  onl3'  a  lad  of  seven  summers  when 
with  iiis  parents  he  came  to  Illinois,  the  family'  lo- 
cating in  Monroe  Cit^-.  There  he  was  reared,  and 
there  he  made  his  home  until  1878,  when  he  accom- 
panied his  parents  to  Red  Bud.  His  education  was 
acquired  in  the  public  schools  of  Monroe  County, 
and  during  his  youth  he  learned  the  miller's  trade 
with  his  father.  He  worked  for  him  in  Red  Bud, 
until  1882,  when  he  was  placed  in  charge  of  the 
mill  which  his  father  owned  in  Monroe  City,  where 
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the  succeeding  four  years  of  his  life  were  passed. 

In  1886,  in  connection  witii  ]\[r.  Clicnot,  our 
subject  organized  the  Waterloo  Milling  Company, 
and  built  the  large  mill,  which  is  now  in  successful 
operation.  With  it  he  has  been  connected  since 
the  beginning,  and  the  prosperity  which  has  at- 
tended the  undertaking  is  largely  due  to  his 
efforts. 

On  the  3d  of  October,  1883,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Ziebold  and  Miss  Minnie  Hoff- 
nieister.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  Christian 
Iloffmeister,  an  undertaker  of  South  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  slie  was  born  and  reared  in  that  city. 
Kour  children  grace  the  union  of  our  subject  and 
his  wife,  George  C,  Adina  C,  Clara  M.  and  Eve- 
lyn E.  They  also  lost  a  daughter,  Minnie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  seven  months.  The  family  is 
widely  known,  and  the  parents  are  people  of  prom- 
inence in  this  community. 

In  his  political  affiliations,  Mr.  Ziebold  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, but  has  never  given  an}-  time  to  seeking 
public  office,  as  he  cares  little  for  its  honors  or 
emoluments.  He  liolds  memiiersliip  with  the  Evan- 
gelical Church,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  Througlioul  life  he  has 
been  interested  in  the  milling  business,  which  he  ' 
thoroughly  understands  in  every  particular.  liis 
good  management,  executive  ability  and  the  en- 
terprise which  have  characterized  his  career  have 
won  for  him  success. 

t 


'fl^  IIILIP  N.  KKEW,  a  well  knf)wn  general 
merchant  of  Murphysboro,  has  built  up  a 
good  business  in  this  place,  and  now  oc- 
cupies a  prominent  position  in  comipercial 
circles.  The  record  of  his  life  is  as  follows:  A  na- 
tive of  the  Keystone  .State,  he  was  born  in  New 
Castle,  Lawrence  Count}',  April  4,  1852.  His 
father,  Philip  Frew,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
as  was  the  grandfather,  .lames  Frew,  who  served 
in  the  War  of  1812.  As  a  means  of  livelihood,  he 
ft)llowed  the  occupation  of  farming.  The  father 
was  also  an  agriculturist  and  a  miller,  and  operated 
a  water-mill  in  New  Castle  for  many  years.  At 
length  he  retired,  and  in    1890  came  to  Murphys- 


boro, where  his  death  occurred  on  the  6th  of  July, 

1893, at  the  age  of  seventy-seven.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jane  Armstrong,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  daughter  of  John  Arm- 
strong, a  wheelwright  of  that  state.  She  died  in 
her  native  state,  at  the  age  of  fifty-seven. 

P.  N.  Frew  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  nine 
children,  but  only  two  are  now  living,  our  subject 
and  David  A.  Three  brothers  wore  the  blue  in 
the  Civil  War  and  valiantly  aided  in  the  preser- 
vation of  the  I'nion.  In  the  town  of  his  birth  our 
subject  was  reared  and  educated,  remaining  at 
home  until  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  ajiprenticcd 
himself  to  a  bricklayer,  with  whom  he  served  a 
term  of  four  years.  In  1871  he  came  to  the  west, 
locating  first  in  Chicago,  but  removed  thence  to 
St.  Louis,  where  he  worked  as  a  bricklayer  for 
three  j'cars.  He  then  embarked  as  a  grocer  in  that 
city,  and  later  purchased  a  grocery  store  in  East 
Carondelet,  111.,  which  he  carried  on  until  1884. 

In  that  year  I\Ir.  Frew  returned  to  St.  Louis,  and 
there  engaged  in  business  as  a  contractor  and 
builder  until  1886,  when  ho  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Mobile  &  Ohio  llatlroad  as  Superintendent  of 
the  brick  work  construction  of  a  road  between  St. 
Louis  and  Corinth,  Miss.  The  four  succeeding 
3'ears  of  his  life  were  thus  passed,  during  which 
time  he  superintended  the  building  of  the  machine 
shops  and  roundhouse  at  Murphysboro.  On  the 
completion  of  this  task  he  took  up  his  residence 
here  and  engaged  in  contracting  and  building 
for  himself.  lie  erected  the  St.  .Vndrew's  Catholic 
Church,  the  Lucier  Opera  House,  the  Logan  House, 
the  water  works,  the  ice  factories  for  the  brewing 
company,  and  a  number  of  business  houses  and 
residences.  His  handiwork  is  seen  on  all  sides, 
and  many  of  the  most  important  buildings  of  the 
place  stand  .is  monuments  to  his  skill  and  enter- 
prise. He  erected  his  own  store  building,  which 
covers  four  lots  and  includes  two  stories.  The 
basement  is  a  large  produce  and  potato  cellar, 
which  will  hold  two  car  loads  of  goods. 

In  1889  Mr.  Frew  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  E.  Torbett,  a  native  of  Illinois,  born  in 
St.  Clair  County.  They  have  two  daughters, 
Jennie  and  Ma}'.  Mr.  Frew  is  an  inflexible  ad- 
herent  of   Democratic  principles,  and  scxjiall}'  is 
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connected  with  the  Masonic  fraternity.  Tliose 
who  know  him  esteem  him  highly  as  a  man  of 
sterling  worth,  and  in  him  the  business  interests  of 
the  city  find  a  worthy  representative. 


_^) 
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W  OHN  HENRY  OSTERLOH.  The  highly  im- 
proved and  prosperous  condition  of  Ran- 
dolph County  is  in  a  large  degree  due  to  its 
farming  population,  which  is  for  the  most 
part  composed  of  men  who  are  energetic  in  dispo- 
sition, strong  in  character,  sensible  in  judgment 
and  prompt  to  take  advantage  of  whatever  will 
prove  beneficial.  It  is  of  one  of  this  class  of  whom 
we  write.  His  farm,  comprising  seventy-five  acres 
in  township  6,  range  5,  is  one  of  the  best  in  this 
region,  having  rural  buildings  of  neat  design, 
and  rich  haivest  fields  and  pastures  devoted  to  the 
support  of  cattle  and  horses. 

The  second  of  three  children,  our  subject  was 
born  in  Germany,  May  10,  1856,  and  was  a  lad  of 
ten  years  when  in  1866  he  came  to  America  in 
company  with  his  parents,  -Henry  and  Dora  (Fel- 
ingdref)  Osterloh.  For  some  years  afterwards  he 
aided  his  father,  who  is  still  following  the  occupa- 
tion of  a  farmer  near  Steeleville,  111.  He  attended 
the  Lutheran  schools  at  Chester  and  Randolph, 
spending  one  year  at  each  place.  After  having 
assisted  his  father  for  some  years,  be  began  for 
himself  at  tlie  age  of  twenty-six  years,  and  purchas- 
ing land  near  Steeleville,  entered  at  once  upon 
the  task  of  clearing  and  cultivating  the  property. 
He  has  met  with  such  success  that  he  is  now  num- 
bered among  the  most  prosperous  agriculturists  of 
the  township,  and  while  devoting  considerable 
time  to  mixed  farming,  has  also  made  a  specialty 
of  stock-raising. 

December  26,  1880,  Mr.  Osterloh  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Amelia,  daughter  of  Fritz  and 
Mary  (Zaller)  Jutze,  natives  of  Switzerland.  They 
came  to  Randolph  County  in  an  early  day,  and  are 
now  residents  of  St.  Louis,  where  Mr.  Jutze  follows 
the  carpenter's  trade.  To  the  union  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Osterloh  there  have  been  born  six  children, 
all  of  whom  are  at  home  with  their  parents  and 
who  are  named  in  the  order  of  their  birth,  Alvina, 


Henry,  Minnie,  Frederick,  Esty  and  Alvin.  In 
religious  connections  Mr.  Osterloh  and  his  family 
are  identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  are 
generous  contributors  to  its  support. 

In  politics  Mr.  Osterloh  supports  the  measures 
of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never  been  an  as- 
pirant for  public  position.  In  every  respect  he 
has  been  one  of  the  enterprising  citizens  of  the 
county  and  has  done  much  to  make  it  the  flourish- 
ing agricultural  region  that  it  now  is.  He  deserves 
great  credit  for  his  success  in  life,  as  he  has  re- 
ceived little  assistance,  but  has  worked  his  waj'  up- 
ward unaided.  With  true  public  spirit  and  char- 
acteristic liberality  he  has  aided  everj'  enterprise 
that  would  in  any  way  advance  the  welfare  of  the 
community. 


:^)#^G= 


^^HRISTIAN    STALLMANN  resides  on  sec- 
''  *^'""    ^^     township    6,    range    7,  Randolph 


5HKlSriAA 
tion    36,   tO' 
County,  whe 


lere  he  owns  two  liundred  and 
seventy  acres  of  finely  improved  land,  which  he 
devotes  to  diversified  crops.  The  buildings  that 
have  been  erected  upon  the  estate  are  neat  and 
substantial,  sufficiently'  commodious  for  their  re- 
spective uses,  and  include  every  necessary  and 
convenient  edifice.  J\Ir.  Stallman  pursues  his  call- 
ing with  zeal  and  intelligence,  winning  from  the 
soil  an  abundant  share  of  the  various  grains  which 
he  cultivates,  and  in  this  way  securing  for  himself 
and  family  all  of  the  comforts  and  many  of  the 
luxuries  of  life. 

Mr.  Stallman  is  a  native  of  Germany,  having 
been  born  in  Hanover,  February  21,  1851.  He  is 
the  second  child  born  to  Frederick  and  Doroth}' 
(Bode)  Stallman,  the  father  being  a  day  laborer  In 
his  native  country.  In  1859  he  came  with  his 
family  to  America  and  settled  in  this  county,  on 
the  farm  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  our 
subject.  He  at  once  engaged  in  its  cultivation, 
and  at  tlie  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
February,  1889,  was  classed  among  the  prominent 
and  prosperous  farmers  in  the  county.  He  was 
preceded  to  the  better  land  bj^  his  wife  one  year. 

Our  subject  attended  school  but  two  years  in 
the  Fatherland,  but  after  coming  to  America  was 
a  student  in  the  Lutheran  schools  at  Chester,  where 
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lie  gained  a  good  education.  As  lie  grew  to  man- 
hood lie  aided  in  clearing  and  cultivating  the 
liiinie  farm,  and  on  his  father's  death  it  came  into 
his  possession.  The  first  purchase  consisted  of 
forty  acres,  and  hv  push,  pluck  and  perseverance 
he  has  made  it  one  of  the  most  attractive  and 
hest  cultivated  estates  in  the  township,  and  it 
now  comprises  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres. 
Besides  raising  the  cereals,  Mr.  .Stallman  is  greatly 
interested  in  the  care  of  fine  stock. 

The  date  of  the  marriage  of  our  subject  and 
Miss  Anna  ^Massberg  occurred  Ma^'  25,  1877.  The 
lady  is  a  daughter  of  Christopher  and  Dorothy 
(.Schnaker)  Massbcrg,  who  were  also  born  in  Oer- 
inaiiy.  To  this  marriage  were  born  six  children, 
one  of  whom,  Dora,  is  deceased.  The  living  are: 
Hermann,  Alwena,  Clara,  Rudolph  and  Eddie,  who 
are  all  at  home  with  their  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stallman  are  Lutlu'rans,  and  in  politics  the  former 
always  voted  with  the  Republican  party  until 
1892,  when  he  cast  his  ballot  with  the  Democracy. 


-<i^AFl'.  SIMKON  WALKER,  of  Carboudale, 
is  one  of  the  honored  veterans  of  the  late 
war  who  wore  the  blue  in  defense  of  the 
Union  and  followed  the  Stars  and  Stripes  until 
they  were  triumphantly-  planted  in  the  Confed- 
erate strongholds.  In  the  history  of  liis  adopted 
county  he  well  deserves  representation.  He  was 
born  in  Clinton  County,  111.,  March  3,  1831,  and 
is  a  son  of  Simeon  Walker,  who  was  brought  to 
this  state  from  Georgia  by  his  mother  in  1811.  lie 
too,  served  in  the  Civil  War,  being  appointed 
Chaplain  of  the  Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry  by 
Gov.  Richard  Yates.  He  inarried  t;iizabetli  Sharp, 
a  native  of  Georgia,  who  came  with  her  parents  to 
Illinois  in  1811.  They  located  where  the  town  of 
Belleville  now  stands,  but  soon  afterward  removed 
to  Clinton  County.  He  was  one  vf  the  circuit  riders 
of  the  state  contemporary  with  Peter  Cartwrigbt. 
His  death  Occurred  in  the  spring  of  1880,  aged 
seventy-eight  years,  and  his  wife  p.issed  awa^-  in 
1846.  The^'  were  the  [laients  of  twelve  children, 
but  only  four  are  now  living:  Rev.  Samuel,  of  Car- 
lyle;  Rev.  William  II., of  Kansas;  Rev.  Levi  .S.,  of 


Chester;  and  the  Captain.  Five  sons  of  the  fam- 
ily were  preachers,  and  six  were  soldiers  of  the 
late  war.  William  H.  was  Captain  of  the  One 
Hundred  and  Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry;  and 
.Samuel  was  a  Lieutenant  of  the  same  regiment. 
Levi  S.  was  Chaplain  of  the  Sixtieth  Illinois  In- 
fantry; John  H.  was  Caiitain  of  the  Fortieth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  was  kille<l  at  Shiloh.  Thomas 
C.  served  as  a  piiviite  in  the  One  Hundred  and 
Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry. 

Upon  the  home  farm  our  subject  was  reared,  and 
in  the  common  schools  of  his  native  county  his 
education  was  acquired.  He  was  married  in  1851 
to  Miss  E.  .1.  Walker,  who  w;is  born  in  Washing- 
ton County,  III..  .Inly  28,  1834,  and  was  a  daughter 
of  Rev.  .lames  Walker,  who  was  also  a  circuit 
rider  of  this  state.  They  became  the  jjarents  of  ten 
children,  five  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Clara  A., 
wife  of  W.  H.  Brewster;  Lora  A.,  wife  of  George 
Schwartz,  of  Elkvillc;  Corrington  ().,  of  Texas; 
Kate  E.,  chief  stenographer  for  the  Standard  Oil 
Company  of  Kansas  Citj*,  Mo.;  and  Ben  A.,  who 
is  now  attending  school. 

On  his  marriage,  Mr.  Walker  began  merchandis- 
ing in  Richview,  111.,  where  he  spent  one  year, and 
then  carried  on  farming  until  llie  l>reaking  out  of 
the  war.  He  enlisted  on  the  lUlh  of  January, 
18G2,  in  Company  C,  Sixtieth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant  in  July 
following.  In  February,  1862,  he  was  made  Cap- 
tain of  the  Company.  The  regiment  which  was 
organized  at  Anna,  was  sent  to  Cairo,  III.  With 
his  command  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Is- 
land No.  10,  and  later  was  in  the  raid  after 
Price  in  Missouri.  He  was  under  fire  at  the 
battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Tuscumbia,  Athens 
and  Nashville,  and  was  almost  incessantly  en- 
gaged in  skirmishes.  In  Nashville  they  were  em- 
ployed in  guard  duty  for  about  nine  months  while 
General  Buell  and  (ieneral  Bragg  made  their 
race  to  Louisville.  Cai)tain  Walker  was  also  in  the 
battles  of  Murfreesboro  under  (General  Rosccrans, 
took  part  in  all  the  battles  of  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign, the  march  to  the  sea,  and  was  present  at 
the  surrender  of  General  Johnston  in  North  Caro- 
lina. He  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review  in  Wash- 
ington, where  wave  after  wave  of  bayonet-crested 
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blue  passed  through  the  streets  of  the  Capitol  City, 
and  was  mustered  out  in  Louisville,  Ky.,  in  July, 
1865.  He  now  draws  a  pension  of  $24  per  month 
as  recompense  for  hardships  endured. 

After  his  return  home.  Captain  Walker  was 
elected  Assessor,  and  for  four  years  served  as 
Treasurer  of  Washington  County.  He  then  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  and  milling  for  two 
3'ears,  and  in  1871  came  to  Carbondale,  where  for 
five  3'ears  he  carried  on  the  dairy  business.  He 
was  the  efficient  and  popular  Postmaster  for  a 
period  of  eleven  years,  was  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business  for  two  and  a-half  years,  and  is  now  serv- 
ing as  City  Clerk  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He 
has  also  served  as  Alderman,  and  the  prompt  and 
faithful  discharge  of  his  public  duties  has  won  for 
him  high  commendation. 

Since  the  age  of  nine  years.  Captain  Walker  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
but  lias  served  .as  a  local  preacher  since  the  fall  of 
1858.  He  served  as  Sunday-school  Superinten- 
dent for  five  years,  and  has  ever  been  active  in 
church  and  benevolent  work.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  belongs  to 
John  W.  Lawrence  Post  No.  297,  G.  A.  R.,  of 
which  he  has  served  as  Commander  and  Chaplain. 
He  has  three  times  served  as  its  delegate  to  the 
State  Encampment.  In  politics  he  is  an  inflexible 
adherent  to  the  Republican  paity,  and  is  ever 
found  ti'ue  to  his  colors. 


■^^>~J^<\ 


(By-' 


'RANK  W.  CRAIN,  who   owns   forty  acres 


of  land  on  section  8,  township  7,  range  8, 
Randolpli  County,  has  resided  upon  that 
property  since  September,  1880.  He  is  a  native  of 
this  state,  and  was  born  in  Chester,  Sei)tember  28, 
1848.  He  lias  been  a  resident  of  this  county'his  en- 
tire life,  with  the  exception  of  two  years  spent  in 
Jackson  County.  The  first  ten  years  of  his  life  were 
passed  in  Chester,  where  be  attended  school. 

In  1858  the  parents  of  our  subject,  James  H.  and 
Phu3be  Crain,  removed  to  the  southern  portion  of 
this  count}',  where  they  purchased  a  farm  on  sec- 
tion 33,  township  7,  range  5,  upon  which  Mrs. 
Crain  still  resides.     Frank  W.,  of  this  sketch,  re- 


mained at  home,  aiding  his  fatljer  in  carrying  on 
the  home  farm,  until  reaching  his  twentieth  j'ear, 
at  which  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Content  E..  daughter  of  John  H.  and  Mary  E. 
(Vickers)  Clendinen.  This  event  occurred  Octo- 
ber 18,  1874,  at  the  Presb^'terian  parsonage  at 
Chester,  the  Rev.  A.  B.  Clark  officiating. 

For  two  years  after  their  marriage  our  subject 
operated  the  farm  of  his  brother-in-law,  Benjamin 
Richards,  in  Jackson  County,  and  at  the  end  of 
th.at  time  came  to  this  county  and  farmed  a  tract 
of  land  near  the  village  of  Rock  wood,  where  the 
farail}'  made  their  home  until  the  fall  of  1880. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Crain  was  a  native  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  while  her  mother  hailed  from  Cov- 
ington, Ky.,  whence  her  parents  moved  to  Illinois. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Leslie  and  Herbert  are  deceased. 
Those  living  are,  Amelia  A.,  Benjamin  L.,  Eunice, 
Amy  and  Ruth. 

Mr.  Crain  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Rock- 
wood  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  highly  re- 
S|)ected  by  all  who  know  them.  In  his  political 
relations  our  subject  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Count}'  Central  Com- 
mittee. He  is  also  a  member  of  Rockwood  Lodge 
No.  351,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in  which  order  he  always  takes 
a  prominent  part.  He  has  been  very  active  in  local 
affairs,  and  for  two  years  was  Deput}'  County  As- 
sessor under  William  A.  Campbell. 

James  H.  Crain,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Illinois,  near  the  banks  of  Mar}''s  River, 
f)n  what  is  known  as  the  Whitson  farm,  February 
18,  1820.  His  early  years  were  spent  in  this  pio- 
neer home,  and  although  never  having  accumu- 
lated wealth,  was  a  man  who  commanded  the  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  all  who  knew  him.  For  some 
time  he  resided  on  Crain 's  Island,  which  was 
formerly  owned  and  w.as  named  b}'  his  father.  The 
paternal  giand[)arents  of  our  subject  were  John 
and  Mary  (Gastin)  Crain,  the  former  a  native 
of  Tennessee,  and  the  latter  of  South  Carolina. 
James  H.  Crain  was  united  in  marriage  March  14, 
1844,  to  Miss  Pha'be,  daughter  of  AViUiam  and  Mar- 
garet (Wagner)  Morris,  natives  respectively  of  West 
Virginia  and  New  York.  Mrs.  Crain,  who  was 
their  only  child,  was  born  in  Wood  County,  W.  Va., 
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October  22, 1 826,  and  was  twelve  years  of  age  when 
slie  accomjianied  her  parents  on  their  removal  to 
this  county,  iu  April,  1838. 

Our  subject  was  the  eldest  child  in  the  parental 
family  which  included  eleven  children.  Those 
living  besides  himself  are,  John  L.;  Ellen,  Mrs. 
James  McConkcy,and  Sarah  Jane,  who  makes  her 
home  with  lier  niotiier.  The  father  t)f  our  subject 
departed  this  life  January  8,  1889,  mourned  by  a 
large  circle  of  friends. 


-i--- 


=-f 


i)ALP:NTINE  .SCIINEIDEK,  who  follows 
///  farming  on  section  7,  townslii|)  3,  range  9, 
Monroe  County,  was  born  in  southern  Ger- 
many, on  the  13th  of  December,  1821,  and  in  his 
native  land  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth.  He  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren whose  parents  were  Henr^-  and  Mary  (Stiller) 
Schneider.  They  too  were  natives  of  Germany, 
and  in  that  country  the  father  followed  farming  as 
a  means  of  livelihood.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools,  and  served  in  the  German  army  in 
accordance  with  the  laws  of  the  countr}-.  In  1844, 
accompanied  by  his  family,  he  bade  adieu  to  his 
old  home  and  crossed  the  briny  deep  to  the  New 
World.  He  took  up  his  residence  near  Waterloo, 
where  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until  his 
death,  which  resulted  from  an  attack  of  cholera  in 
1848.  With  the  German  Evangelieal  Church  he 
held  membership,  as  did  his  wife.  Her  death  oc- 
curred in  1845,  after  only  three  days'  illness,  the 
effect  of  fright  and  shock  caused  by  the  burning  of 
their  liomc. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  surviving  member  of  the 
family.  His  brother  Jack  died  in  this  state,  and  Peter 
died  in  California.  Valentine  was  a  j'oung  man  of 
nineteen  years  when  with  his  parents  he  emigrated 
to  the  New  World.  He  has  since  been  a  resident 
of  Illinois,  and  is  now  numbered  among  the  lead- 
ing agriculturists  of  this  community.  He  continued 
with  his  parents  and  gave  to  his  father  the  benefit 
of  his  services  until  his  marriage,  which  was  cele- 
brated in  1850,  Miss  Caroline  Dagi  becoming  his 
wife.     She  was  born  in  German}-,  and  was  brought 


1)3'  her  i)arenls  to  America  at  the  age  of  seven. 
The  family  Inc-ated  in  New  Orleans,  and  thence 
came  to  Monroe  County.  She  is  a  faithful  member 
of  the  German  Evangelical  Church,  and  is  a  lady 
of  many  excellencies  of  character,  which  have  won 
for  her  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schneider  were  born  thirteen 
children,  but  four  died  in  infancy.  Seven  sons 
and  tsTo  daughters  are  yet  living,  namely:  Adam, 
Henry,  Caroline,  Jack,  Louisa,  Peter,  William, 
Lewis  and  Gustavus. 

Jlr.  Schneider  has  followed  farming  throughout 
his  entire  life  and  still  lives  on  the  old  homestead 
of  two  hundred  and  forty  acres  near  Waterloo. 
He  has  been  prospered  in  his  business  affairs,  for 
he  is  industrious  and  energetic,  and  has  therefore 
won  success.  In  the  community  he  is  recognized 
as  a  man  of  sterling  worth,  and  has  twice  been 
elected  Supervisor.  For  twenty-one  years  he  has 
held  the  oflice  <)f  School  Director,  and  the  cause  of 
education  finds  in  him  a  warm  frieini.  A  public 
spirited  and  progressive  citizen,  he  gives  his  sup- 
port to  all  interests  which  are  calculated  to  prove 
of  public  benefit  and  to  promote  the  general  wel- 
fare. At  the  age  of  sixty-nine  years  he  is  now  en- 
joying good  health,  and  is  living  a  quiet  life  sur- 
rounded by  his  family  on  the  old  home  farm. 


'^-- 


--^ 


V 


((^ALENTINE  WEHRHEIM.  This  name  will 
^^  *  be  at  once  recognized  as  that  of  a  leading 
business  man  of  Evansville,  whois  probabl}' 
better  known  than  anj'  other  merchant  within  its 
bounds.  The  dr^' -goods  establishment  over  which  he 
presides  is  supplied  with  a  complete  line  of  carefully 
chosen  goods,  suited  to  the  needs  of  the  section 
over  which  his  trade  extends,  and  he  docs  a  busi- 
ness of  117,000  annually'. 

A  native  of  Randolph  County,  our  subject  was 
born  January  12,  1847,  to  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Radish)  Wehrhcim.  The  father  was  born  Januar}- 
C,  1814,  in  a  small  village  in  Germany, near  Frank- 
fort-ou-the-Main.  He  emigrated  to  the  liiited 
Slates  with  his  parents  in  1834,  and  located  with 
them  in  St.   Louis.     Later   they  removed  to  Men- 
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roe  County,  this  state,  where  the  father  followed 
the  trade  of  a  cooper.  October  11,  1841,  he  mar- 
ried Elizabeth  Radish,  who  was  boni  iu  Germany, 
October  24,  1826.  After  their  union  thej'  came  to 
Randolph  County,  settling  two  miles  west  of  Red 
Bud,  where  he  was  busily  engaged  at  his  trade. 

In  18,54  the  father  of  our  subject  removed  to 
Evansville,  where  in  coinpanj'  witli  a  Mr.  Evans 
lie  erected  and  operated  a  large  flour  mill.  This 
structure  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1864,  but  later 
he  built  another  mill,  which  he  sold  in  1866.  He 
employed  as  many  as  thirt3'  men  at  various  times, 
and  owned  two  flatboats,  which  plied  up  and  down 
the  river  loaded  with  wheat  and  flour.  Though 
starting  in  business  with  small  expectations  or 
capital,  at  his  death  he  had  accumulated  a  hand- 
some competence.  He  was  very  generous  and 
kind,  and  more  than  one  man  in  this  county  se- 
cured his  start  in  life  while  in  his  employ.  His 
disease  occurred  November  23,  1872,  and  was 
widely  mourned. 

Valentine  Wehrheim,  of  this  sketch,  was  the 
second  of  nine  children,  and  continued  to  remain 
under  the  home  roof  until  reaching  his  majority. 
His  education  was  quite  limited,  the  little  knowl- 
edge which  he  gained  during  the  winter  season 
being  supplemented  by  a  six  montlis'  course  in  a 
private  school  in  Chester.  After  leaving  home,  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother  George  iu 
18V1,  and  opened  a  general  store  in  this  city, 
whicii  he  is  still  carrying  on  in  the  same  buil3ing. 
A  twelvemonth  later  the  brother  sold  his  interest 
to  his  father,  and  since  tiie  death  of  the  latter  our 
subject  has  continued  to  conduct  affairs  on  his  own 
account.  He  has  been  continuously  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  since  embarking  therein,  with 
the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent  on  a  farm  in 
this  county. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  married  January  23, 
1873,  was  Miss  Wilhelmena  H.  Struckman.  Mrs. 
Wehrheim  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  March  14,  1855, 
and  b}-  her  union  with  our  subject  has  become  the 
mother  of  thirteen  children,  two  of  whom  are  de- 
ceased, Elizabeth  and  Joseph  A.  Those  living  are, 
AVilliam  H.,  John  M.,  A'alentine  G.,  Mary  L.,  Louis 
E.,  Charles  F.,  Minnie  A.  E.,  Roland  O.,  Ralph  I., 
Ernest   A.   and   Oscar  W.     Mr.  Wehrheim  always 


takes  a  great  interest  in  politics,  and  is  at  all  times 
a  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  cast  liis 
first  Presidential  v(>te  for  General  Grant, and  dur- 
ing the  administrations  of  Garfield  and  Harrison 
served  as  Postmaster  at  Evansville.  Socially  he  is 
a  member  of  Red  Bud  Lodge  No.  285,  1.  O.  O.  V. 
He  is  highly  esteemed  as  a  man  of  honorable  busi- 
ness traits.  With  his  wife  and  family*  he  is  an 
influential  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
all  have  many  sincere  friends  throughout  this 
community. 

%R.  HENRY  G.  ARMBRUESTER,  who  is 
successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine  in  SteeleviUe,  where  he  has  a 
liberal  patronage  and  has  won  an  envi- 
able reputation  on  account  of  his  skill  and  ability, 
is  a  native  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He  was  born  on  the 
4th  of  March,  1857,  and  is  the  third  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  whose  parents, 
Henry  and  Louise  (Unfried)  Armbruester,  were 
natives  of  Germany,  who  when  3'oung  came  to 
America.  The  father  had  lived  near  tlie  boundary 
line  of  France  in  Germany,  but  the  mother's  people 
lived  in  the  central  part  of  the  empire.  Henry 
Armbruester,  Sr.,  is  an  architect  and  builder.  Since 
coming  to  America,  he  has  spent  the  greater  part  of 
his  time  in  Madison  County,  111.,  but  resided  for 
a  short  time  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  Doctor  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and 
youth  in  his  parents'  home  and  attended  the  pa- 
rochial schools  in  Collinsville,  where  he  remained 
until  the  age  of  thirteen.  He  then  entered  tlie 
public  schools,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  for 
about  four  years,  when  he  began  clerking  in  a 
drug  store,  continuing  in  that  occupation  for  two 
years.  Wishing  to  make  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine his  life  work,  he  began  its  study  under  the 
direction  of  Dr.  F.  Brendemuhl,  of  Collinsville, 
with  whom  he  continued  to  read  for  three  years, 
when  he  entered  the  Homeopathic  Medical  School 
of  St.  Louis,  Mo.  There  he  pursued  his  studies 
for  three  terms,  after  which  he  was  graduated 
from  that  institution  in  March,  1881. 

Dr.  Armbruester,  after  winning  the  degree  of 
M.  D.,  located   in   SteeleviUe,  111.,  where  he    has 
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since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession,  covering  a  period  of  thirteen  consecu- 
tive years.  He  has  an  elegant  office,  complete  in 
all  its  appointments,  and  has  built  up  a  large  prac- 
tice as  the  result  of  his  skill  and  ability.  He  keeps 
abreast  with  all  the  discoveiies  and  theories  con- 
nected with  the  science  of  medicine,  and  his  deep 
researches  in  the  line  of  his  profession  have  gained 
him  a  most  ciiviiibie  reputation. 

An  important  event  in  the  life  of  the  Doctor 
occurred  on  the  17th  of  INIay,  1883,  when  was 
celebrated  his  marriage  with  Miss  Louisa  W.  Stahl- 
berg,  a  daughter  of  Charles  and  Louise  (Long) 
Stahlberg,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany. 
One  child  graces  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his 
wife,  Charles  A.,  who  is  now  living  with  his  par- 
ents and  attends  the  public  schools.  The  Doctor 
was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  Ills  wife  holds  membership  with  the  Presby- 
terian Church.  Both  are  estimable  people,  who 
are  held  in  high  regard  throughout  the  communit}' 
in  which  they  make  their  home.  For  five  years 
the  Doctor  has  served  as  School  Director  in  Steele- 
ville.  The  cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a 
warm  friend,  as  does  ever^'  other  enterprise  or 
interest  which  is  calculated  to  prove  of  public 
benefit. 


^i  NDRKW  JACKSON  ETHERTON,  who  is 
>uccessfully  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  stock-raising  on  sectitni  28,  Murphys- 
^fj  boro   Township,  Jackson   County,  111.,  is 

numbered  among  the  leading  citizens  of  this  com- 
munity, and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  hon- 
ored pioneer  families.  His  father,  A.  J.  Ktherton, 
Sr.,  was  born  in  Tennessee,  Jul3'  19,  1822,  and  is  a 
son  of  Thomas  Etherton,  who  came  to  Jackson 
County  in  1828,  locating  in  Ridge  Towiishii). 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Lydia  Luvisa  Waller,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  I'olly  (McDaniel)  Waller.  Her  parents 
were  married  in  Hlinois,  and  located  in  Union  Coun- 
ty, where  the  father  died  in  1823.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  many  years,  [)assing  away  in  18oo.  Of 
their  family  of  five  children,  Mrs.  Etherton  Is  now 
the  only  survivor.     She  was  born  in  Union  Coun- 


ty November  25,  181'.),  and  on  the  23d  of  Decem- 
ber, 1841,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  the  par- 
ents of  our  subject.  They  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  an  unimproved  farm  on  section  27, 
Murphysboro  Township,  and  there  made  their 
home  for  five  years,  when  they  removed  to  sec- 
tion 28.  There  Mr.  JItherton  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  continuously  until  the  year  18()8, 
when  he  sold  out  and  removed  to  the  farm  on 
which  his  son  A.  J.  now  resides.  In  connection 
with  his  agricultur.Tl  pursuits,  he  opened  a  store 
in  JCIlham.  and  afterward  removed  it  to  Pomona. 
The  cause  of  education  found  in  him  a  warm 
friend,  and  he  was  ever  active  in  supporting  the 
best  interests  of  the  community  in  which  he  so 
long  made  his  home.  He  and  his  wife  were  active 
and  faithful  members  of  the  Missionary  Baptist 
Church,  in  which  he  served  as  Trustee  for  some 
years.     His  death  occurred  in  April.  1878. 

In  the  Etherton  family  were  nine  children,  seven 
of  whom  are  yet  living:  Mary  Jane,  wife  of  Hiram 
A.  Whitlow;  William  C;  Matilda  E.,  wife  of  John 
Crawshaw;  A.  J.,  of  this  sketch;  Luvisa  A.,  wife 
of  Joseph  Ilunsaker;  Maria  Emma,  wife  of  Scott 
Hinchcliff;   and  Sarah  F.,  wife  of   .loseph  Hagler. 

Andrew  J.  Etherton.  was  born  May  6,  18.")3, 
upon  a  farm  of  Murph\sboro  Township,  and  in 
the  public  schools  of  the  neighborhood  acquired 
the  greater  part  of  his  Education.  He  spent  three 
months  as  a  student  in  a  college  in  Carbondale, 
and  three  months  in  Shawnee  County,  Kan.  Af- 
ter he  had  arrived  at  mature  years,  he  was  united 
in  marriage,  on  the  llli  of  November.  187.5,  with 
Lydia  E.  Spence,  daughter  of  William  and  Lydia 
E.  (Butcher)  Spence.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Ireland,  and  her  mother  of  Union  County,  HI., 
where  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  They  located 
in  Ridge  Township,  upon  a  tract  of  wild  land,  and 
there  Mr.  Spence  began  the  ilevelopment  of  a  farm. 
He  was  in  very  limited  circumstances,  but  he  la- 
bored on  industriously,  and  at  length  success 
crowned  his  efforts.  He  is  now  living  a  retired 
life  in  Murphysboro,  having  lost  his  wife  in  Au- 
gust, 1886.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Mrs.  Etherton  was  Ixirn  in  Ridge  Township  in 
January,  1854,  and  was  one  of  fourteen  children, 
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eight  of  whom  arc  still  living.  By  her  marriage 
she  became  the  mother  of  eight  children,  of  whom 
six  are  now  living:  AVilliam  .1.,  Joseph  E.,Liila  M., 
Minnie  L.,  Myrtie  and  Mary  F.  Benjamin  F.  and 
Lydia  E.  are  deceased. 

Upon  his  marriage,  Mr.  Etherton  located  on  a 
farm  on  section  32,  Murphysboro  Township,  where 
he  lived  for  three  j'ears,  and  then  removed  to  his 
present  farm.  He  now  owns  five  hundred  and 
thirt^'-flve  and  a-half  acres  of  valuable  land,  the 
greater  part  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation. He  carrieson  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  in  his  business  dealings  meets  with 
good  success.  In  1888  he  erected  a  comfortable 
residence  at  a  cost  of  ¥2,000.  Socially,  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Odd  Fellows'  society  of  Sugar  Creek, 
and  is  now  serving  as  Noble  Grand.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Missioiiarj'  Baptist  Church.  The 
cause  of  education  finds  in  him  a  warm  friend,  and 
he  has  done  effective  service  in  its  interest  during 
the  fifteen  years  he  has  filled  the  office  of  Scliool 
Director.  He  has  also  served  as  Towtiship  Com- 
missioner, and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat. 


<X:*****+******^+*+**-i'***+*+X» 


^^jEORGE 
((( (=  tier  of 
^^    nominal 


JEORGE  G.  AVILL,  the  son  of  an  early  set- 
)f  Jackson  Couut3-,  may  also  be  de- 
lated one  of  its  pioneers,  as  he  had  a 
hand  in  developing  its  great  agricultural  resources 
and  assisted  in.  Ia3'ing  the  foundations  of  its 
wealth.  He  is  to-day  one  of  the  foremost  fanners 
of  Somerset  Township,  and  is  a  man  of  considera- 
ble importance  in  tlie  public  life  of  the  commu- 
nitj-.  He  owns  a  flue  farm  comprising  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres,  located  on  sections  26,  27 
and  35.  The  land  is  under  excellent  cultivation, 
and  is  supplied  with  roomy  and  conveniently 
arranged  buildings  and  all  the  appliances  for 
facilitating  farm  work,  while  ever3'thing  aljoutthe 
place  betokens  order  and  superior  management. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  having  been 
born  in  Sangamon  County,  September  3,  1836.  His 
parents,  Peter  and  Mary  (Gebhart)  Will,  were  born 
in  Pennsj'lvania,  and  some  time  during  the  '30s 
emigrated  from  Somerset  County,  that  state,  to 
Illinois,  where    for  a  few  months  thej'  sojourned 


in  Sangamon  County.  Thence  in  the  year  1836 
they  came  to  Jackson  County  and  settled  upon  the 
farm  now  owned  b\' George  G.  At  that  early  day 
wild  animals  roamed  unmolested  through  the 
trackless  forests  and  the  wide-reaching  prairie. 
The  country  was  sparsely  settled,  and  the  hardj' 
pioneers  who  braved  the  dangers  of  that  unde- 
veloped district  were  subjected  to  great  privations 
and  hardships. 

The  first  home  of  the  AVill  family  in  Jackson 
County  was  a  double  log  cabin,  which  with  its 
puncheon  floor  and  primitive  furnishings  re- 
sembled the  other  buildings  of  pioneer  days.  After 
living  there  for  a  short  time  the  father  erected  a 
better  and  more  substantial  structure,  wiiicli  still 
stands  on  the  old  homestead  and  is  now  used  for  a 
granary.  The  lumber  used  in  this  house  was  sawed 
with  a  whip-saw.  At  the  time  of  locating  here 
about  fifty-two  acres  had  been  cleared,  and  to  the 
improvement  of  this  tract  and  the  clearing  of  the 
remaining  acres  the  father  devoted  his  attention 
until  1859,  when  he  passed  awa^'.  His  widow  sur- 
vived him  for  several  years.  Of  their  children  the 
following  survive:  John,  who  served  in  the  Union 
array  during  the  Civil  War  and  is  now  a  resident 
of  Ava,  111.;  Daniel  G.,  living  in  Campbell  Hill, 
this  state;  Benjamin  F.,  mention  of  whom  is  made 
elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Mary  M.,  the  widow  of 
Logan  Wheeler,  and  George  G. 

In  the  death  of  Peter  Will  tlie  county  lost  one  of 
its  honored  pioneers  and  representative  citizens. 
During  the  entire  period  of  his  residence  here, 
covering  a  period  of  twenty-three  jears,  he  was 
intimately  associated  with  the  development  of  its 
best  Interests,  and  was  a  man  whom  to  know  was  a 
pleasure  and  a  privilege,  his  sturdy  integrity  win- 
ning for  him  the  confidence  of  his  associates  dur- 
ing the  early  days  of  the  history  of  Somerset 
Township.  He  and  his  wife  were  industrious  and 
economical  and  exerted  a  good  influence  upon  the 
people  of  the  community. 

Brought  by  his  parents  to  Jackson  Count}'  in 
his  infancy,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to 
manhood  amid  scenes  of  pioneer  life  and  aided  in 
the  task  of  clearing  the  home  farm.  Frequently 
in  those  early  da3's  he  saw  wild  deer,  turkeys  and 
foxes,  and  game  being  abundant,  it  formed  no  un- 
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important  addition  to  the  larder.  His  education 
was  gained  in  tlie  subscription  sciiools  in  tlie  home 
neij^liborhood,  and  the  knowiedi^e  tiiere  acquired 
has  been  supplemented  by  reading  and  self-culture. 
Having  been  reared  upon  a  farm,  and  being  thor- 
oughly informed  concerning  agriculture,  it  was 
natural  that  lie  should  choose  it  as  his  life  occupa- 
tion, and  succeeding  events  have  proved  his 
choice  a  wise  one. 

November  17,  1859,  Mr.  Will  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Arab  A.  Bouseher,  who  was 
born  in  Fenns3ivania,  being  the  daughter  of  Sam- 
uel Bouseher,  now  a  resident  of  Somerset  Town- 
ship. Twelve  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
of  whom  six  now  survive:  Samuel  G.,  William 
L.,  Ida  E.,  Solomon  S.,  Maggie  and  Nora.  In 
politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Will  has  for  several 
years  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  Board  of  High- 
wa}'  Commissioners  of  Somerset  Township,  and  has 
also  been  identified  with  the  School  Board  for 
a  long  time,  being  clerk  of  the  board.  In  religious 
connections  he  is  a  member  of  tlie  Lutheran 
Church  and  a  generous  contributor  to  its  support. 


-^ 


^  OSHUA  THORP,  one  of  the  most  skilled  en- 
gineers in  southern  Illinois,  and  the  oldest 
^;^  engineer  in  years  of  service  on  the  St.  Louis 
^5^^  Division  of  the  Mobile  k  Ohio  Railroad,  is 
80  well  known  in  Murpliysboro  and  .lackson  Coun- 
ty that  he  will  need  no  special  introduction  to  our 
readers.  He  was  born  in  Carbondale  March  10, 
1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Capt.  Joseph  Thorp,  County 
Treasurer,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  .Tosliua  was  reared,  and 
his  education  was  acquired  in  tlie  Carbondale  High 
School  and  the  Carbondale  Normal.  Later  he  spent 
one  year  in  the  study  of  mechanical  engineering, 
and  then  put  his  knowledge  into  practice  by  engag- 
ing in  work  along  tliat  line.  In  1870  he  went  to 
southeastern  Missouri  with  Mr.  Spiller,  and  for  one 
season  put  up  cotton  gins  at  Bloomfield,  Mo.  He 
was  then  in  the  .service  of  the  Iron  Mountain 
18 


Railroad  at  Carondelet  for  three  years,  being  em- 
ployed as  fireman  and  engine  dispatcher,  and  run- 
ning between  St.  Louis  and  Fredericktown. 

The  next  employment  of  Mr.  Thorp  w.os  with 
the  St.  Louis  k  Southeastern  Railroad,  running  as 
fireman  for  one  year  between  Nashville,  Tenn., 
and  Earlington,  Ky.,  when  in  1874  he  formed  a 
connection  with  the  St.  Louis  k  Cairo  Railroad 
(now  the  Mobile  k  Ohio),  with  which  he  li.as  since 
continued  as  locomotive  engineer  excejit  for  a 
veiy  short  period.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he  went  to 
New  Mexico  in  the  employ  of  the  Atlantic  k  Pa- 
cific Railroad,  running  as  engineer  between  Albu- 
querque and  Ft.  Wingate  for  four  mouths,  for  he 
believed  the  change  would  prove  beneficial,  as  his 
health  was  somewhat  impaired. 

In  the  spring  of  1880  Mr.  Thorp  returned  to 
Murphysboro,  and  after  the  St.  Louis  k  Cairo 
Railroad  became  the  property  of  the  Mobile  ifcOhio 
Railroad,  in  1886,  he  still  continued  his  connec- 
tion with  the  latter.  In  1889  he  went  to  Europe 
as  the  representative  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers,  sailing  from  New  York  to  Liv- 
verpool.  He  was  sent  to  get  information  for  the 
Scrips  League  Association  concerning  the  diflerent 
trades,  there  being  one  representative  from  each 
trade  who  made  that  journey.  He  sjient  three 
months  in  traveling  lliiough  England,  .Scotland, 
Belgium,  Germany,  Holland  and  France,  and  vis- 
ited the  Paris  Exposition  for  ten  days.  Both  voy- 
ages were  made  on  the  steamer  "Cit^-  of  Rome." 
Mr.  Thorp  made  a  report  to  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  Engi- 
neers, which  w.as  copied  in  all  the  journals  of  the 
counliv.  His  visit  proved  a  most  interesting  one, 
for  every  op|)ortunit\'  was  furnished  him  for  seeing 
the  country. 

In  St.  Louis,  December  20,  1876,  Mr.  Thorp  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  .Jennie  A.  Wilson, 
daughter  of  Louis  Lajey,  who  was  born  near  On- 
tario, Canada,  and  was  of  French  descent.  At  the 
age  of  nineteen  he  went  to  .St.  Louis,  where  he 
worked  at  the  blacksmith's  trade.  He  was  killed 
on  tlie  Iron  Mountain  Railroad.  His  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Martha  Wilkerson,  was  a  native 
of  .Scotland,  and  with  her  parents  came  to  America 
when  X  child.     Her  father  was  a   soldier   in    the 
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Black  Hawk  War.  Mrs.  Lajey  is  now  living  in  St- 
Louis.  ]Mr?.  Tiiorp  is  tlie  eldest  of  tliree  living 
children,  and  is  a  devoted  Cbristian,  being  identi- 
fied with  the  Baptist  Church.  By  her  first  mar- 
riage she  liad  one  son,  .John  Wilson,  who  is  now 
a  fireman  on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad.  The 
children  of  the  second  marriage  are  Joseph  L., 
Joshua,  Grace  and  Mary.  Tlie  family  has  a  pleas- 
ant home  on  Front  Street. 

Mr.  Thorp  runs  the  Murph^sboro  accommoda- 
tion between  this  place  and  St.  Louis.  He  is  care- 
ful and  painstaking,  and  in  the  manj'  years  of  his 
service  lias  never  had  an  accident,  a  record  of 
which  he  may  well  be  proud.  He  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  a  charter  member  and 
Chief  of  Division  No.  444,  B.  L.  E.  He  has  taken 
an  active  j)art  in  the  work  of  this  fraternity,  and 
has  aided  in  organizing  many  societies.  He  gives 
his  political  support  to  the  Republican  party.  Of 
a  kindly  nature,  generous  hearted  and  true,  he 
makes  friends  wherever  he  goes,  and  always  re- 
tains their  high  regard. 
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'^'  AMES  CHAPLIN,  whose  sketch  now  claims 
attention,  is  well  known  throughout  Ran- 
dolph County.  He  is  one  of  the  honored 
^^^  and  respected  citizens  of  Chester,  and  is 
always  one  of  the  first  to  push  forward  any  move- 
ment that  will  prosper  his  city  and  county.  He  is 
a  native  of  Perthshire,  Scotland,  and  his  birth  oc- 
curred April  1,  1852.  His  parents,  John  and  Susan 
(Gow)  Chaplin,  are  both  natives  of  Scotland,  and 
still  make  that  country  their  home.  The  father, 
who  m  his  eai-lier  days  was  a  lumber  cutter,  is  now 
eighty-two  j-ears  of  age,  while  his  good  wife  is  sev- 
enty-five years  old. 

Our  subject  received  a  meagre  education  in  his 
native  land,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  en- 
tered the  llouring-millof  William  Whittel,  serving 
an  apprenticeship  of  three  3'ears.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  entered  the  mill  of  Panton  <fe  Co., 
of  Blair-Gowrie,  as  second  miller.  Tiie  building  soon 
burned  down,  however,  and  he  secured  a  like  po- 
sition in  the  mill  at  Hunting  Tower.  After  work- 
ing at  different  places  for   some    time,  our  subject 


secured  the  position  of  assistant  manager  of  the 
Panton  &  Co.  Mills,  which  position  lie  filled  with 
satisfaction  to  all  concerned.  He  remained  there 
until  reaching  his  majority,  when  he  determined 
to  come  to  the  United  States,  and  after  an  un- 
eventful voyage,  safely  landed  in  New  York  City, 
where  he  remained  for  some  time.  He  thence 
journeyed  to  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  thence  on  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  hut  not  finding  a  suitable  location, 
came  to  Chester  and  engaged  with  the  H.  C.  Cole 
Milling  Company.  In  1882,  when  the  mill  was 
repaired  and  a  full  roller  system  put  in,  Mr.  Ciiap- 
lin  was  proffered  the  position  of  head  miller,  which 
he  accepted  and  still  holds.  He  has  greatly  added 
to  the  reputation  of  the  various  brands  of  the 
flour,  and  considers  the  "F.  F.  F.  G."  and  the 
"Omega"  the  best  in  the  world. 

Mr.  Chaplin  was  married  in  1876  to  Miss  Fan- 
nie, a  daughter  of  Lisander  and  Mary  J.  (Sher- 
man) Davis,  natives  of  Illinois  and  Ohio  respec- 
tively. To  this  marriage  three  children  have  been 
born,  namely:  Arthur,  Helen  Man  and  Hazel  B. 
The  children  are  attending  the  city  schools  and 
are  being  given  the  best  possible  advantages  for 
good  educations.  Our  subject,  with  his  estimable 
wife,  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Socially,  our  subject  is  connected  with  the  In- 
dependent Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  which  lodge  he 
joined  in  1876,  and  has  filled  all  the  chairs,  hold- 
ing the  Noble  Grand  Chair  for  four  terms.  In  1893 
he  was  elected  representative  to  the  Grand  Lodge 
which  was  held  at  Springfield,  and  also  reprej-ented 
the  lodge  at  the  November  meeting  in  1893,  held 
in  the  same  city.  He  is  at  present  District  Deputy' 
of  his  lodge,  and  is  a  wide-awake  and  energetic 
worker.  He  is  greatly  interested  in  all  its  doings, 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading  Odd  Fel- 
lows of  the  county.  He  is  also  holding  the  prom- 
inent office  of  Past  Chief  Patriarch  of  the  encamp- 
ment. 

In  his  political  affiliations  Mr.  Chaplin  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  but  in  local  matters  thinks  it 
best  to  vote  for  the  man,  irrespective  of  party  prin- 
ciples. In  1890  he  was  elected  Alderman  of  the 
First  Ward  in  Chester,  and  his  service  was  so 
satisfactory  to  his  constituents  that  it  caused  his 
re-election  in  1892.     For  two  years  he  was  Chair- 
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man  of  the  Street  Committee,  and  was  especially 
lii!>tiunieiil:il  in  securing  the  electric  lights  for  the 
oily.  lie  is  one  of  liie  most  active  members  that 
the  City  Council  has  ever  liari,  and  is  foremost  in 
all  enterprises  that  will  further  the  interests  of 
Chester,  tlie  town  he  h.is  chosen  for  his  home 
through  life.  Mr.  Chaplin  is  one  of  the  stock- 
holders in  the  Cliester  Canning  Factory,  in  tiie 
Chester  Broom  Factory  and  the  Union  Creamery 
Company.  He  is  always  willing  and  ready  to 
lend  a  lielping  hand,  so  far  as  his  means  will  per- 
mit, to  any  creditable  movement.  His  reputation 
is  well  established  as  a  man  of  honor,  reliability 
and  true  worth,  and  he  is  respected  in  due  pro- 
portion. 

• 0^#P • 


^f^  RANK  B.  ERNKST.  This  gentleman  is  the 
p^lg)'  owner  and  occupant  of  a  fine  tract  of  land 
i  on  section    13,  township  4.  range  4,  Perry 

County,  which  in  its  improvements  and  general 
appearance  will  compare  favorably  with  any  estate 
in  the  county.  It  consists  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-seven  acres,  occupying  a  good  location,  and 
bears  all  the  improvements  which  are  to  be  found 
on  a  first-class  farm. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  1858,  within  one-half 
mile  of  where  he  now  resides.  His  parents,  Henry 
and  Charlotta  (Kaufifmann)  Ernest,  were  natives 
of  Germany,  the  father  having  been  born  in  1819, 
and  the  mother  in  1818.  The  paternal  grandpar- 
ents of  our  subject,  Frederick  and  Sophia  (House) 
Ernest,  made  their  home  in  Germany.  When  nine- 
teen years  of  age,  the  grandfather  entered  the 
German  army,  and  in  the  battle  of  Waterloo  re- 
ceived a.  severe  wound  in  the  leg.  He  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade,  which  occupation  he  followed  in 
bis  native  land  until  {851,  when  he  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  dying  two  years  later  in  St. 
I>ouis. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Henry  Ernest  were  united  in  mar- 
riage in  Germany  in  1845,  and  two  years  later 
came  to  America.  The  mother  was  a  daughter  of 
Ernest  and  Elizabeth  (Tenter)  Kaufifmann.  After 
landing  on  American  soil,  the  parents  had  a  few 
hundred  dollars,  and  making  their  way  to  St. 
Louis,  the    father   there    prosecuted    bis    trade  of 


cabinet^making  for  ten  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  that  time  he  came  to  Perry  County,  this  state, 
and  purchased  a  quarter-section  of  land  where  our 
subject  was  born.  When  it  came  into  his  possession 
the  land  was  a  wild  and  uncultivated  tract,  which 
he  immediately  began  improving,  and  he  found 
the  soil  capable  of  yielding  large  crops.  He  was 
very  successful  in  this  enterprise  and  soon  accu- 
mulated a  handsome  property,  which  consisted  of 
three  hundred  and  fortj-  acres. 

The  parental  family  included  three  sons  and 
four  daughters,  namely:  Lewis  IL;  J.  Henry; 
Emma,  now  Mrs.  J.  S.  Maxwell;  Clara,  Mrs.  M.  G. 
Maxwell;  Frank  B.,our  subject;  Sarah,  Mrs.  James 
Bickett;  and  Mary, Mrs.  David  Fulton.  The  latter 
died  when  twenty-three  years  of  age,  leaving  two 
children.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in 
1873.  While  living  in  (Termany  he  was  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Forafew  years 
after  coming  to  America  he  voted  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  but  soon  changed  his  views,  and  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life  was  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican. Mrs.  Ernest  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  with  our  subject. 

Our  subject  was  given  a  common-school  educa- 
tion, and  when  old  enough  to  do  so  aided  his  fa- 
ther in  caring  for  the  family.  In  his  political  re- 
lations he  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  local  afifairs  always 
votes  for  the  man  whom  he  considers  will  best  fill 
the  office. 

- — ^mc^ — • 

^ALPH  E.  SPRKiO.  the  Mayor  of  Chester, 
'  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  a  thoroughly 
!k\  \V  posted  man  in  public  affairs.  He  has  had  a 
vast  amount  of  experience,  and  his  most  triv- 
ial business  transactions  are  characterized  by  good 
judgment  and  strict  integrity*.  He  is  a  prominent 
citizen,  and  one  who  has  been  of  much  benefit  to 
the  city  where  he  resides. 

A  son  of  James  D.  and  Amanda  E.  (Mudd) 
Sprigg,  our  subject  was  born  in  Prairie  du  Roche", 
III.,  October  9,  1860.  His  paternal  grandfather, 
Ignatius  Sprigg,  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  on 
locating  in  Randolph  County,  this  state,  became 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  section,  and  in  1825 
was  elected  Sheriff.     The  maternal  grandfather  of 
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our  subject  was  Felix  Mudd  He  was  a  farmer  b_v 
occupation  and  hailed  from  Kentucky.  James  D. 
Sprigg  died  in  this  county  in  1871.  He  was  a 
stanch  Democrat  politically  and  was  always  greatly 
interested  in  local  and  state  politics.  His  wife,  the 
mother  of  our  subject,  is  still  living,  making  her 
home  in  Chester. 

Ralph  E.  Sprigg  was  the  youngest  in  a  fam- 
ily of  six  children  born  to  his  parents,  all  of 
whom  are  deceased  but  one,  John  D.  He  passed 
his  boyhood  and  youth  in  attending  the  public 
schools  at  home,  and  later,  desiring  to  gain  a  more 
extended  knowledge,  became  a  student  at  St.  Vin- 
cent College.  Being  matriculated  from  that  insti- 
tution, young  .Sprigg  went  north  and  entered  the 
University  of  Michigan,  remaining  there  for  some 
time.  After  completing  his  studies,  our  subject 
returned  to  this  city  and  read  law  in  the  ofDce  of 
Johnson  &  Horner.  Later,  in  1878,  he  took  a 
course  of  lectures  in  the  Georgetown  University  at 
Washington,  D.  C. 

June  9,  1880.  in  Chester,  our  subject  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Betty,  daughter  of  John  II.  and 
Margaret  Lindsey,  of  this  place,  and  to  them  has 
been  born  one  daughter,  Nora.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Sprigg  began  the  practice  of  law,  associating 
himself  with  Judge  Lindsey,  which  partnership 
continued  until  the  doath  of  the  latter,  in  1885 
For  the  succeeding  two  years  ]Mr.  Sprigg  carried 
on  his  professional  work  alone,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  that  time  became  associated  with  William 
Hartzell,  under  the  firm  name  of  Hartzell  &  Sprigg, 
which  connection  exists  at  the  present  time. 

Upon  political  issues  Mr.  Sprigg  is  in  sympathy 
with  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
has  filled  the  office  of  Cit}'  Attorney,  and  for  eight 
years  has  been  the  efficient  State's  Attorney  of 
Randolph  Count}'.  In  1890  our  subject  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board,  and  he  performed  in  the 
most  reliable  manner  every  duty  devolving  upon 
him,  thus  winning  the  esteem  of  ail  who  know 
him.  He  has  attained  success,  and  he  fully  merits  the 
confidence  accorded  him  throughout  the  commu- 
nity in  which  he  resides.  He  is  a  very  popular  30ung 
man,  and  in  1893  was  elected  Mayor  of  Ches- 
ter. He  is  Vice-President  of  the  Southern  Illinois 
Stock  and  Agricultural  Association,  and  socially  is 


a  Knight  of  Pythias.  Judging  from  the  qualities 
of  his  mind  and  the  energ\-  of  his  nature,  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Sprigg  predict  for  him  a  still  more 
brilliant  and  useful  future. 


■^f 


Q.  A.  KIMMEL,  B.  S.,  M.  S.,  LL.  B.,  occu- 
pies the  position  of  City  Attorney  of  Mur- 
physboro,  and  is  one  of  its  prominent  and 
'  successful  law3crs,  whom  merit  have  placed 
in  an  enviable  position.  He  has  the  honor  of  be- 
ing a  native  of  this  county,  for  his  birth  occurred 
in  Somerset  Township,  February  8,  1849.  His 
grandfather  was  Abraham  Kimmel.  His  father, 
Philip  Kimmel,  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa., 
and  there  wedded  Mai\y  Will,  a  native  of  the  same 
county,  and  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Will.  In  1840, 
accompanied  by  his  family,  he  went  down  the  Ohio 
and  up  the  Jlississippi  Rivers  and  made  a  location 
in  Somerset  Township,  becoming  one  of  its  ear- 
liest settlers. 

From  time  to  time  Philip  Kimmel  purchased 
land  until  he  had  six  hundred  acres,  which  he  at 
length  divided  among  his  children.  In  local  pol- 
itics he  took  a  very  prominent  part  and  was  one 
of  the  leaders  of  the  Republican  party  in  this  com- 
munit}'.  He  served  as  Count}-  Commissioner  of 
Schools,  afterward  was  County  Superintendent  of 
Schools,  and  for  many  long  years  has  been  School 
Treasurer,  which  position  he  still  fills.  The  cause 
of  education  has  ever  found  in  him  a  warm  friend 
and  be  has  done  much  in  its  interest.  He  belongs 
to  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  and  has  been 
active  in  church  work.  He  is  now  nearly  eight}-- 
four  3'ears  of  age.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1882. 
In  the  famil}-  were  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom 
grew  to  mature  jears,  while  seven  are  3'et  living. 
One  son,  Joseph,  served  in  the  late  war. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lands  J.  Q.  A. 
Kimmel  was  reared  to  manhood.  He  attended  the 
common  schools  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and 
then  entered  Carthage  College,  at  Carthage,  111., 
graduating  in  Maj-,  1876,  with  the  degree  of 
B.  S.  He  afterward  received  the  degree  of 
M.  S.  from  the  same  institution.  Like  his  father 
he  has  always  maintained  an  interest  in  educa- 
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tional  work.  In  1876  he  became  Principal  of  the 
scliools  of  Murphysboro,  wliieii  position  lie  filled 
three  years.  He  was  then  for  a  time  in  a  similar 
position  in  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  In  1882,  through 
tiie  instrumentality  of  Gen.  Jolin  A.  Logan,  he  re- 
ceived tlie  appointment  of  Examiner  of  Pension 
Claims,  and  spent  three  years  in  Wasliington,  D.  C. 
During  this  time  he  pursued  a  course  in  the  Co- 
lumbia Law  School  at  Washington, studying  nights, 
and  was  graduated  in  June,  1885,  witli  the  degree 
of  LL.  B. 

In  the  Capitol  Citj-,  August  15,  1881,  Mr.  Kim- 
mel  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Martha  R. 
Moon,  a  native  of  New  Jersej'.  They  have  four 
cliildren,  Nettie,  Gertrude,  John  and  Percy.  The 
family  has  a  wide  acquaintance  in  this  community 
and  occupies  an  enviable  position  in  social  circles. 
Since  his  return  to  Murphysboro  Mr.  Kimmel  has 
successfully-  engaged  in  general  law  practice.  In 
1888  he  was  elected  and  served  for  one  term  as 
Alderman  of  the  Fourth  Ward.  In  1893  he  was 
elected  City  Attorney  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  is  now  filling  the  (losition  with  credit  to  him- 
self and  to  the  satisfaction  of  his  constituents.  So- 
cially he  is  connected  with  the  Ancient  Order  of 
United  Workmen,  and  is  Recorder  of  the  lodge. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  building  and  loan  asso- 
ciation. His  oflice  is  situated  in  the  Willis  Block, 
and  Ills  pleasant  home  is  located  in  the  southwest 
corner  of  Blanchard  and  Chestnut  Streets. 


"S3 
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AMUEL  MORRISON,  who  is  filling  the  po- 
sition of  janitor  in  the  Southern  Illinois 
Penitentiary,  located  at  Chester,  was  born 
within  six  miles  of  Londonderry,  Ireland. 
December  30,  1835.  His  father,  James  Morrison, 
was  a  native  of  the  same  county,  and  there  lived 
until  some  years  after  his  marriage  to  Miss  Jane 
Parkhill.  By  their  union  this  worthy  couple  be- 
came the  parents  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  were 
born  on  the  Emerald  Isle.  In  1837,  the  father  emi- 
grated with  his  family  to  the  New  World,  and  after 
a  six  years'  residence  in  Philadelphia.  Pa.,  made 
his  way  westward  to  Randolph  County.  III.,  where 
he  spent   his  remaining  days  as  an  honored  and 


highly  respected  citizen.  His  wife  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  1852,  and  his  death  occurred  in  1870. 

Samuel  Morrison  was  tlie  youngest  in  tlie  fam- 
ily, and  was  only  two  years  of  age  at  the  time 
the}'  crossed  the  briny  deep.  With  iiis  parents  he 
came  to  the  west,  and  his  education  was  gleaned  in 
the  common  schools  of  Steeleville.  During  liis 
younger  da^ys  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  he  purchased  land  and  began 
farming  for  liiiiiseif.  lie  also  engaged  in  trading 
in  live  stock  and  followed  the  two  pursuits  con- 
tinuously until  December,  1860.  At  that  time  here- 
moved  to  Chester,  III.,  and  established  a  livery  and 
trading  stable,  which  he  successfully  conducted  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  bought  and  shipped  stock 
to  the  Memphis  market  besides  conducting  his 
business  in  this  locality.  He  is  an  excellent  judge 
of  horses,  and  this  enterprise  proved  to  him  a  prof- 
itable one.  In  December,  1880,  Mr.  Morrison  re- 
moved to  Sparta,  111.,  where  he  carried  on  a  livery 
stable  for  some  time.  Since  1863,  he  has  been  al- 
most continuously-  engaged  in  the  stock  business  in 
one  or  more  of  its  various  branches.  E\er  since  re- 
ceiving the  appointment  of  janitor  of  the  Southern 
Illinois  Penitentiary,  he  has  filled  the  position  in 
a  creditable  and  acceptable  manner. 

On  the  15th  of  September,  1853,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Morrison  and  Miss  Mary 
Jane  Campbell,  a  daughter  of  Judge  John  and 
Jane  (Lively)  Campbell.  The  lady  died  in  Maj-, 
1878,  and  her  loss  was  deeplj-  mourned.  She  was 
a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  In 
the  family  were  six  children,  three  sons  and  three 
daughters,  John  E.,  now  a  resident  of  Colorado; 
James  L.,  Nancy  Jane,  William  A;  Mary  B.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years,  and  Susan  C. 
The  surviving  childieu,  excepting  the  eldest,  re- 
side in  Sparta.  Mr.  Morrison  has  three  brothers, 
who  are  numbered  among  the  leading  citizens  of 
Randolph  County,  John,  who  has  been  County 
Commissioner,  William  J.  and  Robert.  They 
are  numbered  among  the  representative  farmers  of 
the  community. 

Mr.  Morrison  and  his  family  are  all  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Socially,  he  is  connect- 
ed with  Kaskaskia  Lodge  No.  82,  A.  F.  A  A.  M., 
and  has  been  a  Chapter  Mason  since  1864.     He 
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has  been  honored  with  various  offices  in  the  lodge. 
In  politics  he  has  ever  been  a  stalwart  supporter  of 
the  Democratic  party  and  still  clings  to  tlie  Jeffer- 
sonian  principles.  He  is  ever  found  true  and 
faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him,  and  his  prompt 
discharge  of  public  duties  in  his  present  position 
has  won   him  higli  approval  and  commendation. 


<X:-M"M--i"i"»»-i"i"i"i-^»4--M"i"S-»-3"M"M-;X> 

^^  LEXANDER  HOOD.  This  name  will  be 
(@7lJi  at  once  recognized  as  that  of  one  of  the 
leading  attorneys  of  Randolph  County, 
who  is  probably  as  well  known  as  any 
other  resident  within  its  bounds.  He  resides  in 
Chester,  where  he  is  carrj'ing  on  a  lucrative  prac- 
tice as  an  attorney.  A  native  of  Chester,  S.  C,  our 
subject  was  born  July  24,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Sarah  (Burns)  Hood.  John  Hood,  the 
father  of  our  subject,  was  the  son  of  Alexander 
Hood,  a  native  of  Ireland,  and  during  his  life  fol- 
lowed the  combined  occupations  of  carpenter  and 
farmer.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Samuel  Burns,  was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and 
was  of  Irisli  descent. 

Alexander  Hood,  of  this  sketch,  was  the  second 
child  in  the  order  of  birth  in  the  parental  family 
of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years,  and  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living.  He  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth  in  South  Carolina,  and  up 
to  the  age  of  sixteen  years  attended  school  in  that 
state.  In  1845  he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
removal  to  this  state,  where  the  father  purchased 
a  tract  of  laud  in  Randolph  County.  The  farm 
was  in  its  primitive  wildness,  and  young  Hood 
proved  of  great  assistance  to  his  father  in  its  clear- 
ing and  cultivation.  Here  the  father  continued 
to  reside  until  he  died,  in  1879,  when  in  his  seven- 
ty-eighth year.  His  good  wife,  who  preceded  him 
to  the  better  land,  died  in  1869. 

Having  decided  to  make  the  practice  of  law  his 
life  occupation,  Mr.  Hood  went  to  Ann  Arbor,  and 
was  graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the 
Michigan  University  in  1861.  Then  returning  to 
this  city,  he  two  years  later  opened  up  an  office 
and  began  a  general  law  practice,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which  he  has  not  only  gained  a  handsome 


income,  but  the   good   will  of  the  community  at 

large. 

May  25,  1854,  Alexander  Hood  and  Miss  Eliza 
J.  Hunter  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  was 
born  Jul}'  11,  1836,  in  the  state  of  Indiana,  and 
at  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1881,  left  a  family 
of  six  children,  survivors  of  twelve  born  to  them, 
five  of  whom  are  living  at  the  present  time:  John 
H.,  residing  in  Litchfield,  this  state;  Robert  B.,  who 
makes  his  home  in  Indiana;  William  A.,  living  in 
Rescue,  Miss.;  Belle  R.,  of  Chicago,  111.;  Lula,  Mrs. 
C.  J.  Balthasar,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.;  and  Qua  M..  at 
home.  The  present  wife  of  our  subject,  to  whom 
he  was  married  in  1883,  was  Mrs.  Mary  J.  Nixon, 
of  Ellis  Grove,  this  county.  She  is  the  daughter 
of  J.  H.  McCarty,  deceased,  who  was  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Randolph  County,  and  was  formerly  As- 
sessor of  the  county.  Her  father  and  mother  are 
natives  of  Kentucky  and  Illinois,  respect ivelj-.  She 
is  a  native  of  this  county. 

Mr.  Hood  sustains  a  most  enviable  reputation 
for  strict  integrity  and  firmness  of  purpose  among 
his  professional  brethren,  and  has  served  three 
terras  as  City  Attorney'.  He  has  also  been  honored 
with  the  position  of  County  Judge,  and  for  six 
years  was  Master  in  Chancery  of  the  county. 
Socially  he  is  an  Odd  Fellow.  He  is  a  member  of 
Chester  Lodge  No.  57,  and  also  of  Randolph  En- 
campment No.  55.  In  politics  he  always  votes  the 
straight  Democratic  ticket. 


J[  EAN  DAGLE,  one  of  the  finest  photographic 
I  artists  of  soutliern  Illinois,  is  proprietor  of 
|{  an  art  gallery  in  Murphysboro.  His  life 
^^  record  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  Port 
Huron,  Mich.,  April  6,  1855,  and  is  of  French  de- 
scent. His  grandfather,  Jean  Dagle,  was  a  native 
of  France,  and  when  a  child  was  taken  by  his  par- 
ents to  Canada.  He  became  a  farmer  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  there  Francis  Dagle,  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born  and  reared.  Having  attained 
to  mature  years,  the  latter  married  Marj'  Smith,  a 
a  native  of  Essex  County,  Vt.,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  five  sons  and  two  daughters.  One 
son,  Henry,  served  as  First  Lieutenant  of   Com- 
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pany  A,  Twenty-sixth  Michigan  Infantry,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Spottsylvania  Court 
House.  Charles,  a  Sergeant  of  the  Ninth  Michigan 
Cavalry,  was  cai>tured,  and  incarcerated  in  Flor- 
ence Prison  for  nine  months.  In  the  fall  of  1872, 
he  was  on  the  steam  propeller  "Souvenir,"  which 
sank  in  Lake  Michigan  off  the  coast  of  Ludington. 
llis  was  the  only  body  found,  and  it  was  recovered 
after  eleven  months.  Jackson,  who  was  Orderly 
in  Company  A,  Twent^'-sixth  Michigan  Infantry, 
now  resides  in  Kalkaska,  Mich.  Frank,  who  was  a 
member  of  the  same  company,  lost  his  left  arm  in 
the  battle  of  Spottsylvania.  He  was  then  trans- 
ferred to  the  Invalid  Corps,  and  continued  in  the 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  has  since 
been  a  member  of  the  Pinkerton  Detective  Agenc}', 
an(l  now  resides  in  Silver  Citj',  N.  Mex.  The 
daughters  are,  Mrs.  Lura  Poltgen,  of  Waco,  Tex.; 
and  Mrs.  Emma  Dii,nham,  of  Kalkaska,  Mich. 

The  father  of  this  family  is  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  removed  to  Port  Huron,  Mich.,  where 
he  owned  a  tract  of  pine  land,  and  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  lumber.  In  1864  he  removed  to 
Pent  Water,  Mich.,  where  he  bought  pine  land  and 
engaged  in  the  same  line  of  business  until  his  re- 
tirement. His  wife  died  in  1883,  in  Pent  Water, 
since  which  time  he  has  made  his  home  with  his 
children. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  the  Dagle  family. 
The  first  nine  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Port 
Huron,  after  which  be  went  with  the  familj-  to 
Pent  Water,  and  in  its  common  and  high  schools 
acquired  a  good  education.  He  became  a  mill- 
wright, and  worked  in  sawmills  and  gristmills  in 
western  Michigan  until  1883,  which  year  wit- 
nessed his  removal  to  Te.xas,  where  he  learned  the 
photographic  art.  He  afterward  bought  a  gallery 
in  Texas,  where,  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Dagle 
&  Arvin,  he  carried  on  business  for  about  three 
years.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he  sold 
out,  and  was  employed  by  a  New  York  firm  as 
traveling  photographer,  taking  views  of  fine  scen- 
ery. After  two  years  spent  in  that  way,  he  came 
to  Murphysboro,  in  May,  188'.l,  and  purch.i.sed  the 
photograph  galiery  of  John  Minner.  His  studio 
is  located  in  the  Murphj-sboro  Bank  Block,  is  sup- 
plied with  all  necessary  apparatus  of  the  most  im- 


proved methods,  and  is  lighted  by  electricity.  In 
Ma^',  1893,  he  established  a  gallery  in  Cairo,  and 
is  doing  a  good  business  at  that  place. 

In  Belleville.  111.,  in  February,  1887,  Mr.  Dagle 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Ella  Crain, a  na- 
tive of  St.  Clair  County.  Her  father  was  killed 
in  the  Civil  War.  By  her  first  marriage  she  had  a 
daughter,  Minnie.  Mrs.  Dagle  is  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  Mr.  Dagle  belongs  to  the 
National  Photographers'  Association.  He  is  also 
Past  Chancellor  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge, 
is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and  of  the 
Fraternal  Mystic  Circle.  He  exercises  his  right  of 
franchise  in  support  of  the  Dcmocrac}-.  In  con- 
nection with  his  other  interests,  Mr.  Dagle  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  Building  and 
Loan  Association  of  Chicago,  and  in  the  National 
Homestead  and  Loan  Association  of  Bloomington, 
111.  As  before  stated,  he  is  one  of  the  finest  pho- 
tographic artists  in  southern  Illinois,  and  his  ex- 
cellent workmanship  has  gained  for  him  a  liberal 
patronage  and  high  reputation. 


i>*-<^ 


AVID  L.  HUDSON  takes  a  leading  part  in 
advancing  the  agricultural  interests  of 
township  6,  range  7,  Randolph  Count}', 
where  he  has  an  interest  in  forty-eight 
acres  of  land  on  section  18.  Besides  his  farming, 
he  is  connected  with  the  Clover  Creamery  Com- 
pany at  New  Palestine,  of  which  he  is  the  present 
manager.  He  is  a  son  of  Cliarles  M.  and  Mary 
Hudson,  and  was  born  December  28,  1849.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  a  lad  of  ten  years,  and 
the  father  immediately  broke  up  housekeeping,  so 
our  subject  was  thrown  upon  his  own  resources. 
He  worked  for  one  man  seven  years,  but  on  ac- 
count of  ill  treatment,  left  him  and  commenced 
with  John  W.  Vaughan,  for  whom  he  worked  for 
a  like  period.  He  afterward  ran  a  stationary  en- 
gine in  a  mill  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  and  in 
1871  came  to  Illinois  and  located  in  Chicago. 

After  a  sojourn  in  the  last  named  city  for  three 
years,  Mr.  Hudson  came  to  Hanilolpli  County  and 
located  on  his  present  farm,  which  he  yet  oversees. 
Our  subject  received  but  a  very  limited  education 
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in  his  youth,  and  is  a  self-made  man  in  the  truest 
sense  of  the  word.  He  had  two  sisters  and  five 
brothers,  but  does  not  know  where  they  are  resid- 
ing, or  whether  they  are  dead  or  alive.  His  father 
■was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  army,  and  while  in  the 
service  was  taken  sick  and  died. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hudson  and  Mrs.  Mary 
(Harman)  Crisler  occurred  December  20,  1883. 
Mrs.  Hudson  was  a  daughter  of  George  and  Polly 
Harman,  who  were  among  the  oldest  settlers  of 
Randolph  County.  Two  children,  twins,  came  to 
brighten  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
Clara  Mcrtte  and  Charles  Milton.  The  daughter 
died  in  infancy,  and  tiie  son  is  yet  with  his  par- 
ents. Mrs.  Hudson  is  a  Cliristian  Scientist  in  her 
religious  views. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  Kaskaskia  Lodge  No. 
86,  F.  &  A.  M.,  socially,  and  politically  is  a  stanch 
Democrat,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the  politics 
of  his  community.  He  has  served  as  Constable  of 
the  township,  and  was  Township  Assessor  for  two 
years.  He  is  a  man  of  many  pleasant  social  quali- 
ties and  of  sterling  habits,  and  is  well  liked  by  the 
entire  community'. 


3^^  •i**$*v*J*l — 


^^^  B.  EATON  is  a  worthy  representative  of 
the  business  interests  of  Du  Quoin.  He  is 
the  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  S.  B. 
Eaton  &  Co.,  proprietor  of  the  Jupiter 
Coal  Mines,  and  also  of  a  large  mercantile  estab- 
lishment, and  is  one  of  the  Directors  of  the  First 
National  Bank  of  l)u  Ciuoin.  His  excellent  busi- 
ness and  executive  abilit}',  and  his  honorable, 
straightforward  dealings  liave  given  him  a  promi- 
nence that  places  him  at  the  front  in  business  cir- 
cles. 

Mr.  Eaton  was  born  .July  15,  1857,  on  a  farm 
two  and  a-half  miles  south  of  Du  Quoin.  His  fa- 
ther, W.  B.  Eaton,  was  born  in  Gratton,  Mass.,  in 
1831,  and  was  the  eldest  son  of  Abel  B.  Eaton, 
who  was  also  an  eldest  son.  The  latter  was  for 
some  j'ears  a  shoemaker  of  Massacliusetts,  but  af- 
ter his  removal  to  New  York  was  employed  on 
the  Hudson    River.     The    family  is   directly   de- 


scended from  General  Eaton,  of  Revolutionary 
fame,  and  traces  its  ancestry  back  to  the  landing 
of  the  "Mayflower."  Daniel  Eaton,  the  great- 
grandfather of  our  subject,  was  quite  a  prominent 
man,  and  he  and  his  son,  Abel  B.,  together  with 
the  lalter's  son,  W.  B.,  came  to  Illinois.  The  first- 
named  died  in  Chicago,  and  the  second  in  Madi- 
son County,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 

Like  his  father,  W.  B.  Eaton  learned  the  shoe- 
maker's trade,  and  was  employed  on  the  Hudson 
River  for  several  years,  but  after  coming  to  the 
west,  turned  his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits. 
Later  he  came  to  Du  Quoin,  where  he  is  now  act- 
ing as  Superintendent  of  the  large  coal  mines  be- 
longing to  his  son.  He  married  Elizabeth  Buckels, 
who  was  a  native  of  Knoxville,  Ind..  and  died  in 
May,  1890.  In  the  family  were  three  children: 
S.  B.;  Abel  C,  who  is  a  master  mechanic  and  is 
employed  in  the  mines  in  that  capacity;  and  Mary 
E.,  wife  of  Edward  Musselman,  the  partner  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch. 

S.  B.  Eaton  was  the  eldest  of  the  family,  and 
was  descended  from  a  line  of  eldest  sons  dating 
back  five  generations.  His  school  privileges  were 
quite  limited.  When  a  lad  of  twelve,  he  managed 
to  get  possession  of  a  one-horse  rig,  and  commenced 
to  run  an  express  wagon  in  Du  Quoin,  following 
this  business  for  several  years.  At  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen he  went  to  St.  John,  a  little  salt  manufac- 
turing town  near  Du  Quoin,  where  he  was  em- 
plo3'ed  in  a  store  for  ten  3'ears.  Returning  to  this 
place,  Mr.  Eaton  embarked  in  merchandising  '"i 
company  with  his  father-in-law,  William  Black- 
burn. They  began  operations  on  a  small  scale,  but 
the  young  man  possessed  energy,  enterprise  and 
ambition,  and  it  was  not  long  before  he  was  risk- 
ing money.  He  enlarged  his  stock  to  meet  the 
growing  demands  of  his  trade,  and  is  now  at  the 
head  of  an  extensive  mercantile  establishment, 
which  yields  him  a  handsome  income.  In  1886 
he  became  interested  in  a  coal  mine,  in  company 
with  others,  and  opened  up  what  is  known  as  the 
Jupiter  Coal  Mines.  Employment  is  furnished  to 
some  two  hundred  men,  and  the  mine  yields  a 
large  output.  Mr.  Eaton  is  also  one  of  the  stock- 
holders and  a  Director  in  the  First  National  Bank 
of  which  he  is  now  Vice-President.     H^.  has  other 
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business  interests  of  an  extensive  and   important 

nature. 

Oil  tlie  2d  of  May,  1888,  Mr.  Eaton  wedded 
Laura,  youngest  daughter  of  William  Blackburh, 
his  former  partner  in  business,  and  now  a  wealtli}' 
retired  mercliant.  The^'  liave  one  child,  William 
Leslie,  three  years  old.  Their  home,  which  is  one 
of  the  elegant  residences  in  southern  Illinois,  was 
erected  at  a  cost  of  $20,000,  and  is  richl^'and  taste- 
fully furnished.  It  is  also  the  abode  of  hospital- 
ity, for  their  many  friends  always  receive  within 
its  doors  a  hearty  welcome. 

Mr.  Eaton  is  a  Prohibitionist  in  politics,  but  has 
never  been  an  office  seeker.  He  is  one  of  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Methodist  Church,  to  which  his  wife 
belongs.  Whatever  he  undertakes  he  always  car- 
ries forward  to  a  successful  completion,  and  few 
men  in  this  part  of  the  state  have  made  such  rapid 
strides  in  the  financial  world. 

-«— ^^>-^  <m=^-  > 

RAXTON    M.  I'ARRISH,   who   carries    on 

^  general  farming  on  section  14,  Vergennes 
Township,  .Tackson  County,  was  born  on 
the  old  Parrish  homestead,  on  the  14th  of 
October,  1833.  His  father,  Thomas  Parrish,  was  a 
native  of  North  Carolina.  He  was  born  in  1799, 
and  on  arriving  at  man's  estate  he  emigrated 
westward  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Franklin  County, 
and  in  1823  came  to  Jackson  County,  settling 
near  where  the  town  of  Murphysboro  now  stands. 
In  1826,  he  married  Lucy  Moss,  and  a  year  later 
removed  to  a  farm  on  section  21,  Vergennes  Town- 
ship, entering  the  land  from  the  Government  and 
transforming  it  from  a  wild  tract  into  rich  and 
fertile  fields.  The  nearest  postofflee  was  Krowns- 
ville,  the  countj'  seat,  then  eighteen  miles  distant. 
In  the  family  were  the  following  children: 
Poll}',  who  died  at  the  age  of  twelve;  Elizabeth, 
twin  sister  of  Polly,  and  the  wife  of  B.  F.  Porter; 
Luciuda  J.,  wife  of  Eliphas  Porter;  Braxton  M.; 
Margaret  C,  wife  of  Philip  Davis;  Lucretia,  who 
died  in  childhood;  Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  Frederick 
Buddenbaum;  Thomas  J.,  who  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  in  18Gl,and  died  in  the  service;  Will- 
iam C,  who  also  laid  down  bis  life  on  the  altar  of 


his  country;  John  W.,  who  was  killed  in  the 
charge  on  Missionary  Ridge  during  the  late  war; 
George  W.,  of  Jackson  County;  Joseph  N.,  who 
resides  on  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  our  subject; 
and  Frank  P.,  who  lives  on  the  old  homestead. 

The  parents  were  consistent  and  earnest  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in 
their  home  church  services  were  often  held.  Mr. 
Parrish  long  served  as  Class-leader.  He  was  a 
Democrat  until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
war,  when  he  became  a  stanch  Republican.  For 
some  years  he  held  the  eHice  of  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  was  County  Commissioner  one  term. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight.  His  wife  was 
early  left  an  orphan,  and  was  reared  by  a  Mr. 
Garner,  who  lived  south  of  Murphysboro,  where 
there  was  a  fort  for  the  protection  of  the  settlers 
against  the  Kaskaskia  and  Shawnee  Indians.  She 
was  born  in  Jackson  County,  in  August,  1807,  and 
died  March  15,  1887.  For  j'ears  before  her  death 
she  was  the  oldest  native  resident  of  the  county. 

Upon  the  home  farm  Braxton  Parrish  remained 
until  twenty-two  years  of  age,  when,  on  the  6lh  of 
May,  1856,  he  wedded  Margaret  Davis,  who  died 
January  16,  1873.  Of  their  children  Thomas 
was  born  September  1,  1859,  and  Lucy  H.  was 
born  March  3,  1862,  while  Benjamin  F.  was  born 
April  6,  1867.  The  daughter  is  now  the  wife  of 
Warren  Porter.  Mr.  Parrish  was  again  married 
Ma}'  30,  1873,  his  second  union  being  with  Jo- 
sephine, daughter  of  Jesse  O.  and  Emilj'  Dees. 
She  was  born  in  Perry  County,  May  24,  1852. 
Her  father  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  came  to 
Illinois  with  his  father,  Jesse  Dees,  Sr.,  who  be- 
came one  of  the  pioneers  of  Jefferson  County.  The 
father  afterwards  removed  to  Perr>'  County,  where 
he  improved  a  farm  and  made  his  home  for  forty- 
five  yeais,  d^'ing  May  11,  1893,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-five years  and  six  months.  Ilis  widow  is  still 
living  on  the  old  homestead.  Their  children  were, 
Edwin  J.,  Eva  Josephine;  Anna  B.,  wife  of  Louis 
Tuttle;  Ella,  wife  of  E.  Rees;  Byron  W.,  F^dgar  R  ; 
Ilattie,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and 
William.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Parrish  were  born 
nine  children,  Eddie  B.,  who  was  born  March  4, 
1874,  and  died  November  25,  1883;  Annie  C, 
born  September  4,  1875;  Harlan,  January  3,  1877; 
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Bertha  E.,  September  5,  1878;  Effle,  March  28, 
1880;  Vida  R.,  December  IS,  1881;  Eva  May,  May 
28,  1883;  Robert  I.,  July  8,  1886;  and  Nora  J., 
February  15,  1888. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  months  spent  in 
Carthage,  Mo.,  Mr.  Parrish  has  always  lived  in 
J.ackson  Count}'.  He  has  cleared  and  improved 
four  new  farms,  and  ten  years  ago  removed  to  his 
present  farm,  which  he  has  transformed  from  a 
barren  tract  into  one  of  the  most  higiily  cultivated 
and  best  improved  farms  of  the  localitj'.  He  and 
liis  wife  are  both  meraiers  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  In  politics  he  has  alwa3's  been  a 
stalwart  advocate  of  Republican  principles.  He 
served  as  Count}'  Treasurer  and  Assessor  in 
1856-57,  but  resigned  before  the  expiration  of  his 
term.  He  has  been  Township  Assessor  two  terras, 
Justice  of  the  Peace  one  term,  and  was  re-elected, 
but  refused  to  qualify.  He  is  a  man  of  sterling 
worth  and  strict  integrity,  who  stands  high  in  the 
community,  having  the  warm  regard  of  many 
friends. 


\|[  AMES  ALEXANDER, one  of  Murphysboro's 
well  known  and  prominent  citizens,  is  also 
numbered  among  her  leading  business  men. 
_  He  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Alexander 
Brothers,  proprietors  of  a  foundry  and  machine 
shop,  and  is  also  President  of  the  Jackson  County 
Homestead  and  Loan  Association,  and  President 
of  the  Southern  Illinois  Building  and  Loan  Asso- 
ciation. He  was  born  seven  miles  from  Glasgow, 
Scotland,  in  Lanarkshire,  in  January,  1837.  His 
father,  John  Alexander,  was  born  in  the  eastern 
part  of  that  country,  and  for  many  years  was 
forester  to  Lord  Douglas.  He  receives  a  large  pen- 
sion, and  is  now  living  retired  at  his  home,  Alex- 
ander Cottage,  at  Uddington,  within  a  mile  of  the 
battlefield  of  Boswell  Bridge.  He  has  reached  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-eight.  He  was  formerly  a 
Ruling  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  His 
wife  was  Margaret  Carlisle.  She  died  in  1860, 
leaving  six  children,  all  of  whom  survive  except 
one.     Two  are  j'et  living  in  this  country. 

James  Alexander,  who  is  the  youngest  of  the 
family,  attended  school  in  his  native    land    until 


fourteen  3'ears  of  age,  and  then  spent  four  years 
in  a  merchant's  office  in  order  to  gain  a  practical 
knowledgeof  commercial  business.  He  then  learned 
the  trade  of  a  machinist,  btcoming  an  expert 
workman.  The  yeai-  1865  ^yitnessed  his  emigra- 
tion to  New  York,  whence  he  made  his  way 
to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  worked  in  the  Eagle 
Foundiy  until  1867.  He  then  secured  employ- 
ment in  the  Chicago,  Burlington  it  Quincy  Rail- 
road shops  at  Galesburg,  111.,  wliere  he  continued 
until  1871,  when  he  came  to  Murph3'sboro,  then  a 
small  town.  Here  he  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
and  grocery  business  for  about  three  3'ears,  when 
it  seemed  a  favorable  opportunit}'  to  establish  a 
foundry.  It  was  in  1873,  the  3'ear  of  the  panic, 
when,  in  connection  with  his  brother,  he  began 
business.  Their  trade  has  steadih'  increased,  and 
in  proportion  they  have  enlarged  their  facilities. 
They  now  have  a  machine  slioj)  35x80  feet,  a  black- 
smith shop  30x50  feet,  a  brick  foundry  40x60 
feet,  and  a  pattern  shop  and  storeroom  25x30 
feet.  Their  buildings  occupy  an  acre  of  ground 
on  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad,  and  employment 
is  furnished  to  twent\-five  men.  The3'  manufact- 
ure general  mining  raachiner}',  stationary  engines, 
mining  cages  and  cars,  pumps,  wheels  and  axles, 
and  are  the  patentees  and  sole  inanufacturers  of 
the  ]\Iurra3'  Automatic  Hoisting  Cage.  They  are 
now  doing  a  large  business,  and  receive  orders 
from  all  over  the  country. 

Tlie  lad3'  who  bears  the  name  of  Mrs.  Alexander 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Jessie  Glen.  They  were 
married  in  Scotland  in  1859,  and  to  them  were 
born  five  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  liv- 
ing. John,  who  was  educated  in  Murphysboro  and 
St.  Louis,  is  cashier  for  the  firm  of  Kingman  &  Co., 
of  the  latter  cit3';  Walter  is  assistant  chief  engin- 
eer with  the  Consolidated  Coal  Compan3'  of  St. 
Louis;  Mary  and  Kate  are  at  home;  Maggie  is  de- 
ceased. 

Other  business  interests  have  occupied  tlie  at- 
tention of  our  subject.  He  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers of,  and  IS  a  stockholder  in,  the  City  National 
Bank.  He  aided  in  organizing  the  Jackson  County 
Building  and  Loan  Association,  and  has  been  its 
only  President,  and  has  been  the  President  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Building  and  Loan  Association 
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sinoe  its  formation.  He  takes  considerable  inter- 
est in  civic  societies,  belonging  to  the  Masonic  and 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternities;  the  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen,  of  which  he  is  Deputy 
(irand  Master;  the  Knights  of  Honor  and  the  La- 
dies of  Honor.  lie  is  also  a  member  of  the  Grand 
Lodges  of  all  these  organizations  save  the  Masonic, 
lie  always  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in  sup- 
l)ort  of  the  Republican  parly,  and  is  a  stalwart  ad- 
vocate of  its  principles.  In  social  and  business 
circles  he  is  alike  lionored  and  esteemed,  for  an 
upright  and  straightforward  life  has  won  him  high 
regard.  In  his  business  career  he  has  won  a  well 
merited  success,  and  is  now  at  the  head  of  one  of 
the  leading  industries  of  this  count}'. 


•^^1 
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/^  IIARLES  HESSE  is  one  of  the  worthy  Ger- 
ll  ,,  man  citizens  of  Monroe  County,  and  now 
^^^  lives  on  section  17,  township  3,  range  9 
west.  He  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Ger- 
many, where  his  early  life  was  quietly  passed,  un- 
marked by  an}-  event  of  si)eci:il  importance.  When 
a  young  man  he  determined  to  seek  a  home  and 
furliiiie  in  the  New  World,  for  he  had  heard  much 
of  its  advantages  and  privileges,  and  believed  he 
might  thereby  benefit  his  financial  condition. 

It  was  in  18.51  that  Mr.  Hesse  sailed  for  Amer- 
ica. He  landed  in  New  Orleans,  whence  he  made 
his  way  up  the  MissLssippi  to  SI.  Louis,  continuing 
his  journey  from  that  jjlace  to  Floraville,  .St.  Clair 
County,  III.,  where  he  made  a  location.  He  lo- 
cated upon  a  farm,  and  the  same  j-ear  chose  as  a 
companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Mi^s 
Dora  Hesse.  She  claims  the  province  of  Saxony, 
Germany,  as  her  native  land,  and  like  her  husband 
she  came  to  America  in  1851.  Twelve  children 
were  l«)rn  of  their  union,  but  eight  of  the  number 
died  in  infancy,  and  Augusta  died  in  .hily,  1893. 
Only  three  of  the  family  now  survive,  namelv: 
Antonio,  Frederick  and  William.  The  last-named 
was  born  in  St.  Clair  County  in  the  year  1866, 
and  was  brought  by  his  parents  to  .Monroe  Coun- 
ty, where  he  acquired  his  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  In  1887  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  IJerneking,  one   of    the  fair 


daughters  of  this  community.  Two  children  grace 
this  union.  For  ten  years  William  Hesse  success- 
fully engaged  in  teaching,  and  in  November,  1892, 
embarked  in  merchandising,  which  pursuit  he  now 
follows.  At  this  writing  he  is  serving  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  and  Township  Treasurer,  and  proves 
a  capable  officer  in  each  position.  He  holds  mem- 
bership with  the  German  Evangelical  Church. 

Charles  Hesse,  of  this  sketch,  was  a  soldier  in 
his  native  land,  and  fought  in  the  Prussian  War 
against  Denmark  in  1848.  After  coming  to  America 
he  lived  in  St.  Clair  County  until  18()6,  when  with 
his  family  he  removed  to  Monroe  County,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  His  time  and  attention  have 
been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits, and  through 
good  business  ability  he  has  made  his  career  a 
prosperous  one  and  acquired  a  comforluble  com- 
petence. In  1882  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  a  lady  liighlj'  respected  by  all 
who  knew  her.  She  was  a  member  of  the  United 
Evangelical  Church. 

William  Hesse  belongs  to  the  German  Evangeli- 
cal Church,  and  in  his  social  relations  is  a  Mas- 
ter Mason.  He  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Republican  party,  but  has  never 
sought  or  desired  public  ofBce,  preferring  to  devote 
his  entire  attention  to  his  business  interests.  He 
is  a  loyal  citizen,  one  ever  alive  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  community  in  which  he  makes  his  home, 
and  throughout  Monroe  County  he  is  held  in  high 
regard. 

.    ■ ^#P •    . 


W  EWIS  TKEFFTZS,  formerly  a  prominent 
I  (j^  citizen  of  township  5,  range  3,  departed 
Jl^^  this  life  July  31,  1893.  He  was  a  man  well 
and  favorably  known  throughout  Perry  County, 
and  as  every  life  has  a  history  of  it-s  own,  although 
in  appearance  it  may  seem  to  possess  little  to  dis- 
tinguish it  from  others,  the  reader  will  be  inter- 
ested in  learning  the  details  of  the  business  career 
and  private  life  of  our  subject. 

Mr.  Trefiflzs  was  born  in  the  province  of  Wur- 
temberg,  Germany,  in  1832,  and  was  a  lad  of  six 
years  when  he  accompanied  his  parents.  Gabiiel 
and  Mary  Trefftzs,  on  their  emigration  to  the 
United  States.     Landing  in  New  York,  the  family 
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made  their  way  immediately  to  Ohio  and  located 
in  Gallia  County,  where  they  resided  for  about 
fourteen  years.  During  that  time  they  did  not 
purchase  land,  but  were  renters  until  coming  to 
Illinois  in  1854.  Upon  locating  in  the  Prairie 
State,  they  selected  as  their  future  home  a  tract  of 
land  about  five  miles  southwest  of  Finckney ville. 

Our  subject  learned  the  trade  of  a  wagon-maker 
in  Ohio,  and  after  coming  to  Illinois  was  thus  em- 
ployed for  ten  years  in  Pinckney ville.  During 
that  period  he  accumulated  a  little  property,  con- 
sisting of  a  wagon  shop  and  a  house,  surrounded  by 
three  acres  of  land.  In  1871  he  traded  his  town 
property  for  two  hundred  acres  of  land  lying  north 
of  the  above  place.  At  his  death  he  left  his  widow 
only  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  having  given 
his  son  Robert  the  remaining  eight3'. 

Of  the  sisters  and  brothers  of  our  subject,  we 
note  the  following:  Caroline  married  Wilson  Mc- 
Waid,  and  after  his  death  became  the  wife  of 
James  Montague;  Gabriel  died  January  14,  1894; 
Jacob  resides  in  Ohio;  Gottleib  died  in  Germany; 
Mathias  is  a  resident  of  this  county;  Rebecca,  Mrs. 
John  Tyler,  makes  her  home  in  Kansas,  while  W. 
Frank  is  a  resident  of  this  county.  The  lady  whom 
our  subject  married  in  1859  was  Miss  Philena  C, 
daughter  of  Thomas  and  Jane  (Packingham)  Sterl- 
ing. Her  parents  were  married  November  25, 
1830,  and  were  old  settlers  of  this  county,  having 
come  hither  from  Lancaster,  Pa.,  in  1854.  The 
mother  passed  awaj'  in  April,  1857;  the  father  sur- 
vived her  for  several  years,  his  de!\th  occurring 
March  21,  1868.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Trefftzs  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  namely:  Frank,  Belle,  Robert,  Zoe, 
Maude,  Ethel  and  John.  Mr.  Trefftzs  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  soci- 
ally was  a  charter  member  of  the  Pinckneyville 
Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Grand  Arm}'  of  the 
Republic.  Mrs.  Trefftzs  is  also  a  Methodist  in 
religion. 

In  1862  our  subject  enlisted  in  Company  C, 
Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  in  the 
Union  army  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was 
wounded  and  captured  in  the  battle  of  Champion 
Hills,  Miss.,  just  prior  to  the  siege  of  Vicksburg. 
Three  weeks  later,  however,  he  was  released  from 


captivity  on  account  of  the  Confederates  having 
no  means  of  keeping  their  prisoners.  He  was  so 
seriously  wounde<l  that  his  recovery  was  not 
thought  possible.  On  regaining  the  Union  line, 
however,  he  was  well  taken  care  of,  and  although 
afterward  incapacitated  for  active  service,  did  etli- 
cient  work  as  a  member  of  the  Veteran  Reserve 
Corps. 

Politically  a  Republican,  Mr.  Trefftzs  always 
took  a  leading  part  in  local  matters  and  was  thor- 
oughly posted  in  the  issues  of  the  hour.  He  held 
the  office  of  County  Commissioner  for  three  years 
and  was  Trustee  of  the  School  Board  for  some 
time.  The  death  of  our  subject  occurred  July  31, 
1893.  His  residence,  located  on  the  top  of  a  short 
rise  in  the  ground,  was  one  of  the  most  pleasant  in 
this  section,  and  was  the  abode  of  hospitality  and 
the  center  of  attractions  to  numerous  friends.  He 
was  well  known  to  the  citizens  of  the  county,  and 
his  correct  mode  of  living  gained  for  him  a  popu- 
laiitj'  which  was  merited  in  eveiy  respect. 
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b^^  TEPHEN  JANY,  the  owner  of  one  of  the 
fine  farms  of  Randolph  County,  living  on 
section  9,  township  7,  is  a  native  of  Po- 
land, and  his  birth  occurred  there  on  the 
10th  of  January-,  1845.  His  father,  Joseph  Jany, 
was  born  in  the  same  locality',  and  lived  and 
died  in  his  native  home.  He  married  Wilhelmina 
Singer,  who  was  also  born  in  Poland,  and  who 
spent  her  entire  life  in  that  country.  Under  the 
parental  roof  our  subject  was  reared,  the  days  of 
his  childhood  and  youth  being  quietly  passed. 
AVhen  a  young  man  of  twenty-four  j'cars,  he  de- 
termined to  seek  a  home  beyond  the  Atlantic,  for 
he  believed  that  better  opportunities  and  privi- 
leges were  here  afforded  than  in  the  older  and 
more  thickl}'  settled  states  of  the  east.  On  land- 
ing on  the  shores  of  America  he  came  at  once  to 
the  west,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Chester,  111. 
For  three  years,  Mr.  Jany  worked  as  a  farm  hand, 
for  he  had  no  capital.  During  that  time,  however, 
he  saved  enough  from  his  earnings  to  make  a  jtur- 
chase  and  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  now  re- 
sides.    He  has  placed  the  land  under  a  high  state 
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of  cultivation,  and  has  erected  goo^l  buildings  and 
made  otlier  iniproveinents  that  add  to  the  value 
and  allraclive  appearance  of  the  place.  lie  has  a 
well  upon  his  farm  which  was  made  at  a  cost  of 
$250.  The  well  tilled  fields  and  neat  appearance 
of  the  place  indicate  the  careful  supervision  of  the 
owner,  wiio  is  justly  numbered  among  the  prac- 
tical and  progicssivc  agriculturists  of  the  commu- 
nity. 

Ill  the  yea*'  1871,  Mr.  .laiiy  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  IMiss  Mary  (Jorzny,  a  daughter  of  A'al- 
entine  (iorzny.  and  by  tlieir  union  lias  been  born 
a  family  of  six  children,  who  in  order  of  birth  are 
as  follows:  Frank,  Joseph,  Mena,  Mar.y,  Rosa  and 
John  A.  The  family  ciicle  yet  remains  unbroken 
by  the  hand  of  deatli,  and  tlie  children  are  all  yet 
under  the  parental  roof.  The  Janj-  family  is  one 
of  prominence  in  the  comnuiiiit}',  the  household  is 
the  abode  of  hospitality  and  good  cheer,  and  its 
members  rank  high  in  the  social  circles  in  which 
they   move. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  .lany  is  a  Democrat. 
He  is  somewhat  conservative  and  has  never  aspired 
to  |)uhiic  otHce,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests,  in 
which  he  has  met  with  signal  success.  His  enter- 
prise and  industry  overcame  the  difficulties  and 
obstacles  in  his  path  and  he  has  steadily  worked 
Ills  way  upward  to  a  position  of  affluence.  He 
and  his  family  are  all  devout  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church  and  are  worthy  of  representation 
in  this  volume. 


''AMES  W.  WEIH,  :\I.  U.  Widely  known 
and  universally  esteemed  as  a  citizen  and 
honored  physician,  Dr.  Weir  commands 
the  entire  confidence  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men and  the  general  public.  He  h.asbeen  engaged 
in  the  pr.actice  of  his  profession  since  1882,  and  has 
a  large  and  paying  business,  which  extends  far  be- 
yond the  corporate  limits  of  Sparta,  wlicre  he  is 
residing. 

William  Weir,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  Deceml)er  2,  181.'3.in  Soutii  Carolina,  and  was 
only  eight  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to  this 
county,  settling  on  what  is  known  as  Lively  Prai- 
rie.    This  was  in  1821,  and  as  might  be  supposed, 


only  a  few  families  were  residing  here  at  that  time. 
Indians  were  frefjuent  callers  at  the  cabin  of 
(irandfather  Weir,  but  hostilities  were  prevented 
by  his  kindly  treatment,  as  he  never  refused  them 
food  or  shelter.  Amid  these  surroundings,  void  of 
all  the  advantages  for  scholastic  and  social  im- 
provement, our  subject's  father  was  reared.  Not- 
withstanding these  hindrances,  he  possessed  a 
strong  will  and  a  good  mind,  and  developed  into 
a  man  whose  judgment  was  sought  in  his  neigh- 
borhood on  (luestions  touching  (jublic  interest. 

December  31,  18.35,  the  parents  of  our  subject 
were  married.  They  located  on  an  unimproved 
farm  about  one-half  mile  from  the  home  of  the 
elder  Mr.  Weir.  There  the  couple  enjoyed  a  peace- 
ful life  for  over  fifty-six  years,  when  death  broke 
the  ties  that  bound  their  hearts  together.  He  died 
July  15,  1892,  and  was  buried  in  Hill  Prairie  Ceme- 
tery' two  daj's  later,  July  17.  In  his  political  rela- 
tions, the  father  of  our  subject  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  while  he  never  held  or 
sought  office,  no  man  was  more  generally  known 
throughout  the  county.  He  was  a  devoted  mem- 
ber of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church,  in  which 
he  held  the  office  of  Elder  until  his  death.  He 
and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:  Robert,  who  died  in  infancy;  Joseph  T.; 
Elizabeth,  who  died  in  infancy;  and  James  W. 
The  mother  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  J.  W. 
Weir.  She  was  born  May  18,  1818,  near  Vin- 
cennos,  Ind.,  and  was  not  quite  eighteen  3'ears  of 
age  when  she  married.  She  was  brought  in  in- 
fancy to  this  county  by  her  parents,  who  died  here. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Rob- 
ert and  Jane  (Boyd)  Weir,  were  natives  of  Ireland, 
and  on  emigrating  to  America,  about  1800,  made 
their  home  in  South  Carolina.  On  coming  to 
Randolph  County  they  were  classed  among  its 
earliest  pioneers.  Here  the  grandfather  died  in 
1869,  and  the  grandmother  died  in  October,  1872. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  He  was  a  Deacon 
and  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Old  Bethel 
congregation  of  the  Reformed  Presbj'tcrian  Church. 
His  parents,  Thom.is  and  Mary  (Withrow)  Weir, 
were  married  in    1789,  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Randolph  County  in 
1850,  and  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until 
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1870.  He  is  a  man  of  fine  education,  being  a  grad- 
uate of  the  Ionia  (Micb.)  High  School.  He  was  a 
student  during  1875-76  in  the  literary- department 
of  the  Michigan  University,  and  was  graduated 
in  the  classical  course  of  1879  from  Monmouth 
(111.)  College.  In  that  year  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Sparta,  wliere  he  spent  one  year  teaching 
in  the  grammar  school.  He  conducted  his  profes- 
sional studies  in  the  Missouii  Medical  College  at 
St.  Louis,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1882. 
He  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in 
Sparta,  and  as  a  successful  physician  and  skillful 
surgeon  he  has  built  up  ii  lucrative  practice. 

September  7,  1881,  Dr.  Weir  and  M.Ella,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  M.  and  Kachael  Joanna  (Kyle)  Fos- 
ter, of  Bellefoutaine,  Ohio,  were  united  in  mar- 
riage. Mrs.  Weir  has  three  brothers  and  two  sis- 
ters, Rev.  J.  M.  Foster,  of  Boston;  Rev.  F.  M.  Fos- 
ter, of  New  York  City;  Rev.  H.  G.  Foster,  of  Al- 
leghenj',  Pa.;  Mrs.  Laura  C.  (Foster)  Boyd,  wife 
of  Rev.  P.  P.  Boyd,  of  Belle  Centre,  Ohio,  and 
Mrs.  Ada  (Foster)  Thompson,  wife  of  Rev.  D.  G. 
Thompson,  of  La  Junta,  Colo.  To  our  subject  and 
his  wife  were  born  three  children,  William  Foster, 
Rachel  Myia  and  Harold  Ewing.  In  his  political 
relations  the  Doctor  is  a  Republican.  With  his 
wife  he  is  an  active  member  of  the  United  Presby- 
terian Church.  His  pleasant  home  in  the  city  is 
the  abode  of  hospitality  and  the  center  of  attrac- 
tion to  numerous  friends. 


'Si£ 
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f  NTHONY  PATE.  Jackson  County  con- 
tains many  valuable  and  highly'  improved 
1 B  farms,  among  which  the  traveler  invaria- 
bly pauses  to  notice,  witli  interest  and  ad- 
miration, the  fertile  tract  lying  on  sections  20  and 
21,  Somerset  Township,  and  owned  b}'  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  The 
property  consists  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
upon  which  first-class  improvements  have  been 
made,  and  which  has  also  been  embellished  with 
substantial  and  conveniently  arranged  buildings. 
The  owner  of  this  valuable  farm  is  a  native  of 
Jackson  Countj',  and  was  born  June  17,  1843.  He 
is   a   son    of    Perleamon    and   Ravenna  (Draper) 


Pate,  both  of  .whom  were  natives  of  Tennessee. 
The  paternal  ancestors  were  of  Irish  stock,  and  the 
great-grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution- 
ary War.  In  1841  Perleamon  Pate,  accompanied 
by  his  family, removed  from  Tennessee  to  Illinois, 
the  journey  being  made  with  four  horses  and  one 
3'oke  of  cattle  and  a  wagon.  In  this  way  the  dis- 
tance was  traversed  and  the  tedious  journey  com- 
pleted. 

Arriving  at  J.acksou  County,  the  family  pur- 
chased a  tract  of  Government  land  in  Somerset 
Township  and  settled  in  the  midst  of  surrounding 
woods,  their  home  being  a  hewed-log  house.  In 
that  early  period  of  the  settlement  of  the  county 
settlers  were  few  and  hardships  many,  nor  was 
the  Pate  family  exempted  from  the  privations  of 
other  pioneers.  The  father,  who  was  a  man  of 
great  energy  and  firmness  of  purpose,  worked  his 
waj-  upward  to  a  position  of  prominence  in  the 
township,  and  while  advancing  his  personal  inter- 
ests also  promoted  the  material  welfare  of  the 
people.  He  died  Januaiy  14,  1894,  honored  in  his 
old  age,  and  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative 
pioneers  of  the  county.  Having  met  with  success 
in  his  enterprises,  he  was  well-to-do  and  enjo3'ed 
every  comfort  calculated  to  enhance  the  pleasure 
of  living.  While  never  an  active  politician,  he 
was  a  lo3al  Democrat  and  one  of  the  influential 
members  of  his  party. 

In  the  dail3'  routine  of  farm  work,  varied  by 
occasional  attendance  at  the  subscription  schools 
of  the  township,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to 
a  sturdy  manhood.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
May  22,  1865,  with  Miss  Isabel  Carbaugh,  who  was 
born  in  Jackson  County,  111.,  May  28,  1844.  Her 
parents,  George  and  Mar3'  (Bowlby)  Carbaugh, 
came  to  Jackson  Count3'  in  1838,  and  located  in 
Somerset  Township,  of  which  the3'  were  early  set- 
tlers, and  where  tlie3'  continued  to  reside  until 
death.  Of  their  children  the  following  survive: 
George  W.,  a  resident  of  St.  Louis,  IMo.;  Philip,  of 
IMurphysboro;  Mary,  wife  of  F.  M.  Perry,  of  Car- 
bondale.  111.;  Julia  A.,  who  married  Monroe  Mar- 
tin and  lives  in  Jackson  Count3';  Isabel,  Mrs. 
Pate;  Harriet,  wife  of  Uriah  Blue,  of  J.ackson 
C'ount3';  Martha,  Mrs.  Bradford  Morgan,  of  Jack- 
son Count3-;  Mrs.  Jane  Mitchell,  a  widow  living 
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in  Jackson  County;  and  William,  who  also  resides 
in  Jackson  County. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Pate  are  the  parents  of  seven  liv- 
ing cliildren,  namely:  William  E.;  Ravenna  A., 
wife  of  J.  K.  Kees;  Arley  II.,  Kffle  M.,  Louisa  J., 
Gertrude  E.  and  Myrtle  I.  Mar^'  O.  and  Daniel 
are  deceased.  The  religious  home  of  the  family  is 
in  the  Mothodit;t  Episcopal  Church  .South,  in  which 
Mr.  Fate  and  his  estimable  wife  are  active  work- 
ere.  In  political  belief  he  is  a  Democrat,  devoted 
to  party  principles.  For  many  3'ears  he  served  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 


m^ 


(^ 


jlSAAC  HARDY  (deceased)  was  born  in  the 
||  town  of  Monktou,  Addison  County,  Vt.,  Sep- 
'£  tember  22,  1803.  His  parents  were  farmers, 
and  he  followed  the  same  avocation  until  his 
twenty-first  year;  He  had  few  educational  advan- 
tasfes.  and  those  were  confined  to  a  few  winters' 
schooling.  Being  one  of  the  younger  sons  in  a 
large  famil}',  and  ambitious  to  strike  out  for  him- 
self, he  proposed  to  relinquish  all  claims  on  his 
father's  estate  to  his  older  brothers  in  consider- 
ation of  a  team  of  horses,  harness  and  a  wagon 
and  a  15  bill.  With  that  capital  and  a  light 
heart  he  faced  the  future,  first  going  to  St.  Al- 
bans, Vt.,  where  for  a  time  he  trafJiced  in  furs. 
From  there  he  went  to  Quebec,  Canada,  and  then  to 
Three  Rivers,  engaging  in  logging,  and  after  a  sea- 
son's work  that  brought  a  fair  measure  of  success, 
moved  to  Prescott,  Canada,  and  engaged  in  build- 
ing public  works,  for  which  he  was  eminently  ((uali- 
fied.  His  contracts  included  the  building  of  a  lock 
and  rock  work  on  the  Redion  Canal,  and  he  was 
thus  engaged  until  the  winter  of  1839-40.  He  not 
only  accumulated  a  great  deal  of  money  for  those 
times,  but  contact  with  the  busy  world  had  made 
him  a  self-reliant  man  in  every  sense.  That  win- 
ter, the  sleighing  being  good,  he  drove  across  Mich- 
igan to  Chicago,  and  on  to  Lockport,  III.,  to  see 
William  (iooding,  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Illinois 
<t  Michigan  Canal,  which  was  then  being  con- 
structed, to  learn  what  inducements  there  were  for 


himself  and  other  contractors  to  come  on  and  bid 
for   work.     He  returned  to   Canada,  reporting  so 
favorably  that  on  his  return  in  the  spring  he  was 
accompanied  by  George  Baruett,  George  Steele  and     I 
several  others,  all  of  whom  had  secured  contracts     . 
on  the  canal.  J 

Mr.  Hardy's  first  job  was  rock  work  at  Romeo, 
later  receiving  the  contract  to  build  the  steam- 
boat basin  connecting  the  Illinois  River  with  the 
canal  terminus  at  La  Salle.  His  bid  had  caused 
the  failure  of  one  contractor,  but  in  two  years  he 
finished  the  basin,  with  a  profit  of  *I  17,000.  In 
the  meantime  he  had  bid  for  Lock  No.  1,  at  Bridge- 
port, upon  the  identical  figures  thai  had  caused 
a  former  contractor  to  suspend.  His  friends  in 
both  instances  predicted  failure,  and  demonstrated 
to  their  own  satisfaction  that  such  must  follow  at 
the  lock,  predicated  on  the  fact  that  the  stone  had 
to  be  waggoned  from  Leraont.  He  obviated  that 
by  securing  the  same  in  Cleveland,  Ohio,  already 
to  place,  bringing  it  around  the  Lakes. 

In  January,  1841,  Mr.  Hardy  married  Miss  Mary 
Adaline  Cutting,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Fanny 
(Hatch)  Cutting,  of  Norwich,  Vt.  About  this  time 
he  purchased  a  farm  across  the  Vermilion  River, 
near  La  Salle,  for  his  early  taste  for  fine  stock  had 
increased  with  the  passing  years.  He  built  the 
first  line  of  canal  boats,  seven  in  number,  and  also 
had  his  own  towing  stock,  and  a  steamer  on  the 
Illinois  River  to  tow  to  and  from  St.  Louis.  He 
established  a  dock  in  Chicago,  built  a  large  grain 
elevator  at  La  Salle  (where  he  had  a  lumber  j'ard), 
as  well  as  at  other  points  between  Chicago  and  St. 
Louis.  In  the  late  '40s  and  early  '50s,  railroads  were 
few  in  Illinois,  and  the  greater  i)art  of  both  the 
freight  and  passenger  traffic  between  the  south  and 
east  moved  by  the  way  of  the  canal  and  steamers 
on  the  Illinois  River.  In  184il  he  built  a  large 
hotel,  for  those  times,at  La  Salle,  called  the  Hardy 
House.  He  moved  to  Chicago,  where  he  lived  a 
few  years,  investing  in  cit^-  and  near-by  acre 
property,  accumulating  hundreds  of  acres,  all  of 
which  is  now  within  the  city  limits.  In  1851  he 
removed  to  La  Salle,  and  there  passed  his  declin- 
ing years,  dying  September  14,  1864. 

Isaac  Hardy  was  a  typical  New  Englander — 
stood  six  feet,  three  inches,  and  weighed  about  two 
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liundied  and  sixtj-  pounds — and  was  broadened  by 
contact  with  busy  times,  large  ventures  and  associa- 
tion with  intellectual  men.  He  numbered  among  his 
long  list  of  friends  such  men  as  Judge  McLean,  of 
Ohio,  Abbott  Lawrence  and  Honest  .John  Davis,  of 
Massachusetts,  Judge  Douglass,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
Dick  Yates,  Gen.  AVilliam  Thornton,  Lyle  Smith, 
Col.  E.  D.  Taylor,  William  B.  Ogden,  Alexander 
Campbell  and  others,  and  was  well  known  through- 
out the  Mississippi  Valley.  He  was  of  marked  in- 
dividuality, with,  a  warm  heart  for  all  in  distress. 
His  friends  could  always  command  him,  and  while 
his  enemies  had  to  take  a  tongue  lashing,  yet 
wrongs  were  easily  overlooked  and  forgotten. 
Physical  and  mental  courage  he  had  without  limit. 
He  was  a  man  of  great  foresight  and  determina- 
tion, and  had  a  strong  will.  General  Grant  in  an 
interview  said:  "I  never  met  him  but  once,  but 
realized  that  lie  was  one  of  the  most  remarkable 
men  I  had  ever  known — what  he  undertook  he 
would  finish." 

He  was  first  a  Henrv  Clay  Whig  in  politics,  and 
afterward  a  Republican.  In  1861  Governor  Yates 
tendered  him  the  Commissary  Generalship  of  the 
state,  but  he  refused  it  on  account  of  poor  health. 
His  home  life  was  as  swoet  as  the  days  were  long. 
He  had  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  seven  of 
whom,  with  his  wife,  survive  him.  They  are:  Charles 
Isaac,  Abbott  Lawrence,  Kate  B.,  Jessie  L.,  Fanny 
J.,  Campbell  and  Theodore  Burton. 


\I^  ENRY  AUSTIN,  one  of  the  enterprising 
[f)|)  and  successful  farmers  of  Kinkaid  Town- 
IM^K^  ship,  Jackson  Countj^  residing  on  section 
(^)  2,  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  this 
locality,  for  his  birth  occurred  in  Bradley  Town- 
ship, on  the  24th  of  December,  1850.  His  father, 
John  Austin,  was  a  native  of  Tennessee, and  when 
a  3'oung  man  came  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Bradley 
Township.  Throughout  life  he  followed  farming, 
and  was  ver}'  successful  in  his  undertakings.  His 
death  occurred  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  fift^'-five.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lucinda  Polk, 
p.assed  away  during  the  early  childhood  of  our 
subject.     Their  children    were,  Thomas,  deceased; 


Mary,  deceased  wife  of  Elias  Glenn;  Ann,  wife  of 
Frank  McBride;  Minerva,  deceased  wife  of  Will- 
iam Stanton;  Oliver,  deceased;  Matilda,  wife  of 
Willis  H.  Bilderb.ack;  Mahala,  widow  of  Benjamin 
Bilderback;  Sarah,  who  died  in  cliildliood;  John, 
Caroline  and  George,  all  deceased;  and  Jane,  widow 
of  Alfred  Wiggins.  After  the  death  of  his  first 
wife,  Mr.  Austin  wedded  Susan  Creath,  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  three  children,  but  all  died 
in  early  life.  Mr.  Austin  was  a  popular  and  prom- 
inent citizen  of  this  county,  and  took  an  active 
part  in  politics,  supporting  the  Democracy.  So- 
cially, he  was  connected  with   the  Masonic   order. 

Henry  Austin  passed  his  boyhood  quietly  upon 
his  father's  farm,  and  early  became  familiar  with 
all  the  duties  of  agricultural  life.  When  he  had 
attained  man's  estate,  he  began  farming  for  himself 
on  the  place  where  he  now  lives.  It  was  then  a  tract 
of  wild  land,  but  with  characteristic  energy  he 
began  its  improvement.  The  farm  comprises  one 
hundred  and  forty-seven  acres,  much  of  which  is 
highly  cultivated.  The  fine  residence,  good  barns 
and  other  necessary  outbuildings  all  stand  as  mon- 
uments to  his  thrift  and  enterprise.  He  also  pur- 
chased the  old  home  farm  of  three  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  in  the  same  township,  of  which  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  are  under  the  plow.  Much 
of  the  remainder  is  pasture  land.  This  place  is 
also  improved  with  good  buildings  and  a  large 
orchard. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1871,  Mr.  Austin  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sophronia  J.  Tal- 
bott,  daughter  of  William  E.  Talbott.  Ten  chil- 
dren were  horn  to  them.  Horace  G.,  born  Sep- 
tember 22,  1872,  was  married  July  31,  1892,  to 
Lavanda  Jarrett,  and  they  have  one  child,  Grace. 
The  other  children  are,  Albert,  born  September 
14,  1874;  Emma,  December  8,  1876;  Harry,  born 
September  27,  1878,  and  died  September  29,  1880; 
Charlie  E.,  born  August  10,  1880;  Lydia,  born 
October  1,1882,  and  died  August  30, 1889;  Freddie 
H.,  born  April  20,  1885;  George  Morris,  Septem- 
ber 19,  1887;  Minnie  Beatrice.  December  11,  1889; 
and  John  Conner,  November  11,  1893. 

Mr.  Austin  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nitj'  of  Ava  and  the  Knights  of  Honor.  He  has 
always  been  a  faithful  Democrat  and  is  prominent 
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in  local  politics.  He  has  served  as  Highway  Com- 
missioner, was  elected  Justice  of  the  Peace,  but 
refused  to  qualif}',  and  is  now  lioldiii",'  the  oflicu  of 
Collector  for  the  fourth  term,  discliarguig  liis  du- 
ties with  a  promptness  and  fidelity  whicli  win 
him  liigh  commendation.  Ph'a.sant  and  yenial  in 
manner,  he  has  many  friends  throughout  tlie  com- 
munity, and  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held 
is  justly  merited. 


(^ 


^^ 
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J  I  OHN  W.  LEWIS,  who  occupies  the  responsi- 
ble position  of  master  mechanic-  of  the  Chi- 
I  cago  (fe  Texas  Railroad,  claims  Pennsylvania 
as  the  state  of  his  nativity.  Horn  in  Min- 
ersville,  Schuylkill  County,  October  24,  1843,  he 
is  a  son  of  William  II.  and  Martha  (Matthews) 
Lewis,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Wales  and 
were  there  married.  Shortly  after  their  union  they 
moved  to  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  mining.  Later  he  removed  to  Luzerne 
Count}-,  Pa.,and  became  Superintendent  and  fore- 
man of  the  coal  mines  of  that  region.  He  died  in 
1881,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four.  His 
wife  died  when  our  subject  was  quite  young.  They 
were  the  parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  three 
are  now  living. 

The  subject  of  this  record  was  reared  in  Hazle- 
ton,  Luzerne  County,  acquired  his  education  in 
the  common  schools,  and  assisted  his  father  as 
foreman  of  the  mines.  He  later  served  an  appren- 
ticeship as  a  machinist,  but  in  1861,  when  the  war 
broke  out,  he  abandoned  the  pursuits  of  pe.ace  to 
aid  his  country  in  the  struggle  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Union.  He  joined  Company  N, Twenty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  was  mustered  in  at 
Philadelphia  and  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac. The  regiment  numbered  twenty  compan- 
ies, and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Antietam, 
Chancelloi'sville,  Gettysburg  and  others. 

Later,  Company  N  was  transferred,  becoming 
Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-seventh 
Pennsylvania  I  nfantry,  and  was  sent  to  Tennessee 
under  General  Hooker.  They  then  took  part  in 
the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary 
19 


Ridge  and  Ringgold,  Ga.,  and  went  into  winter 
quarters  at  Wauhatchie  Valley.  Mr.  Lewis  there 
veteranized  and  went  home  on  a  thirty  days'  fur- 
lough. When  his  time  had  expired  he  rejoined  his 
command,  and  participated  in  the  engagements  at 
Resaca,  Dallas,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Snake  Creek 
Gap,  Buzzard's  Roost,  Kcnesaw  Mountain,  the 
siege  of  Atlanta,  the  celebrated  march  to  the  sea, 
and  then  through  the  Carolinas.  lie  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Goldsboro,  witnessed  the  surrender 
of  Johnston  at  Raleigh,  went  on  the  forced  march 
to  Washington,  D.  C,  and  participated  in  the 
Grand  Review  in  the  Capitol  City.  He  was  then 
honorably  discharged,  after  three  years  and  eleven 
months  of  faithful  and  arduous  service. 

Returning  home,  Mr.  Lewis  continued  to  work 
in  the  machine  shop  for  about  a  year,  and  then  in 
1866  emigrated  to  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
worked  at  locomotive  buihling  in  the  shops  of  Ihe 
Chicago  A'  Northwestern  Railroad  three  years.  The 
succeeding  four  years  were  passed  as  a  machinist 
in  the  shops  of  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 
Railroad,  at  Rock  Island,  111.,  after  which  he  went 
to  Rapids  City,  111.,  where  he  put  up  the  machinery 
at  a  mine.  He  then  became  Superintendent  of  the 
mine,  serving  as  such  until  the  spring  of  1879, 
at  which  time  he  came  to  Murphysboro  as  machin- 
ist for  the  Carl'ondale  Coal  Railroad,  now  the 
Cairo  Short  Line.  He  remained  in  the  shops  at 
Harrison  during  their  continuance  at  that  place, 
and  in  1883  became  a  machinist  of  Grand  Tower. 
In  1886  he  was  promoted  to  the  ))osition  of  master 
mechanic  of  the  Chicago  A:  Texas  Railroad  at 
Murph^'sboro.  He  has  the  entire  supervision  of 
all  the  mechanical  work,  there  being  some  thirty 
hands  employed  in  the  luachine  shop,  car  shop, 
paint  shop  and  boiler  shop.  They  rebuild  their 
own  locomotives.  The  shops  have  been  greatly 
improved  since  Mr.  Lewis  look  charge,  and  the 
work  in  the  various  departments  is  admirably 
conducted. 

Our  subject  was  first  married  in  York  County, 
Pa.,  his  wife  being  Miss  Mary  Bowen,  a  native  of 
that  place.  She  died  in  Jackson  County,  leaving 
three  children:  Mrs.  Ella  JefTry,  of  Peoria,  111.; 
and  William  and  John,  who  are  firemen  on  the 
Chicago  &  Texas  Railroad.     For  his  second  wife 


560 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


Mr.  Lewis  chose  Miss  Eliza  Francis,  a  native  of- 
England.  They  have  one  sou,  Philip.  The  lady 
is  a  member  of'^the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Socially,  Mr.  Lewis  is  connected  with  the  Masonic 
lodge  of  Port  Byron,  111.,  and  the  Royal  Arch 
chapter  of  Miirphysboro.  In  politics  he  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

The  parents  of  Mrs.  Lewis,  Elisha  and  Emma 
(Hancock)  P'rancis,  were  natives  of  England,  and 
came  to  America  in  1849,  when  their  daughter  Eliza 
was  but  one  year  old.  For  twelve  months  the3' 
remained  in  New  Jersey,  after  which  they  moved 
to  Grant  County,  Wis.,  and  there  resided  until 
1865.  Later  they  spent  three  and  one-half  years 
in  Hardin  County,  111.,  and  from  there  came  to 
Murphysboro,  111.  In  1874  the  father  was  thrown 
from  a  load  of  corn  and  killed.  The  mother  still 
survives,  and  makes  her  home  in  Murphysboro. 
They  had  a  family  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
three  are  now  living:  Mrs.  Lewis,  Elijah  and 
Emily. 

ETER  WILL  GRIFFITH,  an  honored  vet- 
eran of  the  late  war  who  is  now  living  in 
Murphysboro,  and  who  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer  families 
of  Jackson  County,  was  born  in  Somerset  Township 
December  28,  1845.  His  grandfather,  John  Grif- 
fith, was  a  native  of  Wales,  and  after  emigrating 
to  this  country  became  a  farmer  of  Pennsylvania. 
In  Somerset  Count}'  of  the  Keystone  State,  John 
J.  GrifBth,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  and 
reared,  and  when  a  young  man  came  west  with 
teams  and  wagons,  making  a  permanent  location 
in  Jackson  County.  Here  he  entered  land,  built 
a  small  log  house  and  began  the  development  of  a 
farm.  He  engaged  quite  extensively  in  the  rais- 
ing of  stock,  which  he  drove  to  market  in  St.  Louis, 
and  his  wheat  he  hauled  to  Chester  in  the  early 
days.  During  the  war  he  engaged  in  buying 
horses  for  the  Government  and  w.as  a  very  success- 
ful trader.  He  owned  four  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land  and  became  well-to-do.  He  belonged 
to  the   Lutheran  Church  and  was  a  Republican  in 


politics.  His  death  occurred  in  1863,  at  which 
time  his  entire  family  were  ill  with  typhoid  fever. 
The  father,  mother,  three  daughters  and  a  son  all 
died  within  three  months.  The  mother,  Mrs.  Har- 
riet Griffith,  was  a  daughter  of  Peter  Will,  one  of 
the  honored  pioneers  of  this  county.  In  the  fam- 
ily were  eleven  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet 
living. 

Our  subject  early  became  familiar  with  farm 
work  in  all  its  details,  and  experienced  the  ardu- 
ous labor  of  developing  wild  land.  His  educational 
privileges  were  limited  to  the  opportunities  of  the 
subscription  schools.  In  1864,  at  the  age  of  nine- 
teen, he  joined  Company  H,  Eighteenth  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Springfield. 
The  troops  went  down  the  Mississippi  and  up  the 
Red  and  Yazoo  Rivers,  participated  in  the  Bank's 
expedition  and  raised  the  blockade  at  Greenville, 
Miss.  Mr.  Griffith  was  actively  engaged  during 
his  entire  service,  which  ended  only  with  the  close 
of  the  war,  when  he  went  to  Vicksburg  and  was 
honorably  discharged. 

Returning  to  his  home,  Mr.  Griffith  formed  a 
partnership  with  Dr.  F.  C.  Bierer  in  the  dry-goods 
business,  which  continued  three  years,  when  he 
sold  out  and  turned  his  attention  to  farming  in 
Somerset  Township.  His  line  of  work  was  again 
changed  in  1870,  when  he  established  a  livery 
stable,  which  he  carried  on  for  eight  3ears  in  con- 
nection with  dealing  in  stock.  He  bought  and 
shipped  cattle  and  hogs  to  St.  Louis,  and  in  that 
venture  met  with  good  success.  While  in  the  liv- 
ery business  he  raised  grain  and  hay  enough  to 
feed  his  stock.  He  had  thirt3'-six  head  of  horses, 
a  line  line  of  carriages,  and  from  the  public  he  re- 
ceived a  liberal  patronage.  As  his  financial  re- 
sources increased  he  made  judicious  investments 
in  land  and  now  owns  four  good  farms,  compris- 
ing four  hundred  and  eight}'  acres.  In  the  city 
he  also  owns  five  good  residences  and  is  a  stock- 
holder in  the  City  National  Bank  and  the  Jackson 
Count}'  Homestead  and  Loan  Association. 

Mr.  Griffith  has  been  twice  married.  He  first  wed- 
ded Miss  Sarah  Francis,  a  native  of  Westmoreland, 
Pa.,  where  their  marriage  was  celebrated.  She  died 
in  Murphysboro,  leaving  one  son,  Frank  P.,  who  is 
now  in    the   freight  and  transfer  business  in  Mur- 
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physboro.  In  East  Cairo,  Ky.,  in  1881,  Mr.  Grif- 
fitli  married  Miss  I.eona,  dauglitcr  of  B.  F.  Sams, 
of  Cartersville,  and  a  native  of  Jonesboro. 

Socially-,  Mr.  Grillitli  is  connected  with  Amity 
Lodge, I.  O.  O.  v.;  tiie  Knights  of  Honor,  and  Wor- 
then  Post  No.  128,  G.  A.  R.  He  also  belongs  to 
tlie  Zion  Lutheran  Cliurch  and  is  one  of  its  liberal 
supporters.  In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican 
and  has  served  as  a  member  of  tiie  County  Central 
Committee.  He  has  been  honored  with  local  offices, 
was  twice  elected  Alderman  from  the  First  Ward 
and  was  once  a  member  of  tiie  Council  from  the 
Fourtii  Ward.  He  was  as  faithful  in  his  official 
duties  as  when  on  tiie  field  of  battle  aiding  in 
the  defense  of  the  Union.  In  his  business  he  has 
met  with  excellent  success,  his  enterprise,  indus- 
tr3',  perseverance  and  careful  management  having 
brouglit  him  a  handsome  competency. 


5o 


^^EORGE  RICHARDSON,  M.  D.,  deceased, 
ill  (— -,  was  one  of  tiie  most  successful  pliysicians 
^^^l  of  Randolph  County.  He  conducted  a  good 
practice  in  township  6,  range  7,  for  a  number  of 
years  and  became  a  well  known  and  honored  citi- 
zen, as  well  as  a  noted  physician.  He  was  born 
in  Atlierton,  a  small  town  in  Warwickshire,  Eng- 
land, ,lune  24,  1833,  where  both  of  his  parents  died 
when  he  was  quite  young.  He  attended  school  in 
his  native  place,  and  wl\en  very  young  began  to 
read  medicine  under  Dr.  Richings.  When  but  a 
lad  of  Hftcen  he  came  to  this  country  with  his  pre- 
ceptor, locating  in  Winnebago  County,  III.  Dur- 
ing the  winter  of  1856-57  Mr.  Kii'liardson  attended 
the  Rush  Medical  College  at  Chicago,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  came  to  Randolph  County,  locating 
a  mile  south  of  Ellis  Grove.  Here  he  began  to 
practice  his  profession  and  soon  worked  his  way 
into  the  favor  and  confidence  of  the  entire  com- 
munity. He  was  for  a  longtime  the  onl^'  jjractic- 
ing  physician  in  the  neighborhood,  where  he  be- 
came noted  for  his  rare  skill  in  the  treatment  of 
difficult  cases. 

In  April,  1880,  in  Ellis  Grove,  Dr.  Richardson's 
great,  warm  heart  was  stilled  forever,  and  his  weary 
brain  and  overtaxed  body  found  rest  in  death.    He 


was  mourned  by  many  far  bej'ond  his  sorrowing 
home  circle,  for  he  was  the  beloved  physician  and 
cherished  friend  in  many  a  household,  where  his 
presence  had  brought  healing,  or  had  soothed  the 
last  hours  of  the  dying.  In  his  death  his  profession 
was  deprived  of  one  of  its  noblest  representatives, 
and  the  citizenship  of  the  community  suffered  a 
sad  loss.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  socially  w.as  connected  with 
Kaskaskia  Lodge  No.  86,  F.  &  A.  M.  He  was  an 
advocate  of  the  Democracy  politically,  and  was  an 
active  worker  for  his  party's  principles. 

Dr.  Richardson  in  1861,  and  again  in  1863,  vis- 
ited his  old  home  in  England,  and  during  the  lat- 
ter trip  was  married  to  Miss  Ann  Brooker.a  native 
of  Chelsea,  London,  the  ceremony  occurring  Jan- 
uary 26,  1864.  On  his  return  the  following  spring 
he  moved  on  a  farm  near  Kaskaskia,  where  he  re- 
sided until  the  death  of  his  wife,  in  the  fall  of 
of  1865.  He  then  resumed  his  practice  in  Ellis 
Grove.  On  the  28th  of  February,  18G7,  Dr.  Rich- 
ardson was  again  married,  taking  as  his  life  com- 
panion Jliss  Mary  Lilly,  a  daughter  of  John  I.  and 
Eliza  (Fink)  Lilly,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  came  to  Ellis  Grove  in  1853.  To  this  marriage 
were  born  two  children:  Annie  E.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Elias  Hall,  and  makes  her  home  in  Ellis  Grove; 
and  Carrie  A.,  who  was  married  to  John  Feaman 
and  died  two  3-ears  later.  Mrs.  Richardson  is  still 
making  her  home  in  Ellis  Grove,  where  she  is  sur- 
rounded by  hosts  of  friends  and  acquaintances.  She 
is  a  devout  member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 


R  R  A  II  A  V  I  L  L ,  of  Chester,  is  now  the 
cliief  clerk  at  the  Southern  Illinois  Peni- 
tentiary, and  was  the  first  Democrat  ap- 
pointed by  Warden  Baker  under  the  new  admin- 
istration. He  is  a  prominent  young  man  and  has 
had  many  years  of  ixjlilical  training,  his  earl^' 
education  in  that  line  having  been  under  "Bob" 
Wilbanks  and  Frank  Havill. 

Mr.  Havill  w.is  born   February  3,   1868,  iu  Mt. 

Carmel,  111.,  and  is  a  son  of  Frank  W.  and   Lizzie 

Havill.     He  has  served  as  foreman  of  the  mails  in 

i   the  Chicago  postolfice  and  was  also  in  the  railway 
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mail  service  under  President  Cleveland's  first  ad- 
ministration. For  two  years  be  was  Master  in  Chan- 
cery in  Wabash  County.  He  has  had  several  3-ears' 
experience  in  newspaper  work  also,  having  served 
as  manager  of  the  Mt.  Carmel  Register.  Politicall}', 
he  is  a  strong  Altgeld  man  and  an  ardent  admirer 
of  David  Bennett  Hill. 


'^ll'OHN  T.  I5EEM,  the  able  editor  and  pro- 
prietor of  the  Du  Quoin  Tribune.,  claims 
Pennsylvania  as  the  state  of  his  nativit}'. 
^  He  was  born  in  Pittsburg  on  the  23d  of 
August,  1839,  and  when  five  years  of  age,  in  1844, 
was  brought  to  Illinois  by  his  father,  the  fam- 
ily settling  in  Alton,  in  which  city  he  was  reared 
to  manhood.  There  he  also  acquired  his  educa- 
tion. At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  went  into  the  of- 
fice of  the  Alton  Telegraph,  where  he  learned  the 
printer's  trade,  and  worked  his  way  upward  until 
he  became  one  of  the  owners  of  that  paper  in 
1860. 

Witen  the  war  broke  out,  Mr.  Beem  was  just 
getting  a  good  start  in  business,  but  the  President 
issued  his  call  for  troops  and  he  sacrificed  his 
business  interests  for  the  good  of  his  country. 
He  donned  the  blue  and  entered  the  service  in 
1862, as  a  member  of  Company  G,  Ninety -seventh 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  remained  with  his  regiment 
only  six  months,  when  he  was  placed  on  detached 
duty.  He  then  served  for  one  year  with  the  Chi- 
cago Mercantile  Battery,  and  for  a  year  an<l  a- 
half  was  stationed  at  the  headquarters  of  Gens. 
T.  E.G.  Ransom,  M.  Lawler  and  E.  R.  S.  Canby  as 
clerk.  He  was  alwa3's  faithful  to  the  duty  entrusted 
to  his  care,  and  when  the  war  was  over  received 
an  honorable  discharge. 

The  countr3-  no  longer  needing  his  services, 
Mr.  Beem  returned  to  his  old  home  in  Alton,  and 
in  1868  removed  to  Du  Quoin  to  become  the  fore- 
man on  tiie  Tribune.  On  the  7th  of  November, 
1870,  he  became  one  of  the  proprietors  of  the 
paper,  and  continued  his  connection  with  it  as 
part  owner  until  1887,  when  he  became  sole  pro- 
prietor. Since  that  time  he  has  had  entire  control 
of  the    Tribune,  and  it  is   due  to  his  energ3'  and 


push  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  able,  clean  and 
progressive  papers  of  southern  Illinois.  There  are 
few  newspai)er  men  that  put  more  hard  work  into 
the  management  of  a  paper  than  does  Mr.  Beem. 
When  he  is  not  at  the  editorial  desk,  he  is  found 
in  the  press  room  or  engaged  in  superintending  the 
job  department.  Owing  to  his  good  management 
and  well  directed  efforts,  he  has  built  up  a  large 
business  and  well  deserves  his  liberal  patronage. 

On  the  17th  of  Ma3',  1866,  Mr.  Beem  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Elvina  McGowen,  a  native 
of  Butler  County,  Pa.,  and  a  daughter  of  James 
McGowen.  She  died  June  10,  1878,  leaving  two 
children:  Delia,  now  an  assistant  in  the  Tribune 
office;  and  Loren.  Mr.  Beem's  father  and  two  of 
his  brothers  also  did  service  in  the  Civil  War,  and 
both  brothers  died  from  the  effects  of  hard  service. 
His  father  is  still  living  in  Alton,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-two  years. 

Mr.  Beem  is  an  active  member  of  Loomis  Post 
No.  106,  G.  A.  R.,  and  in  political  sentiment  is  a 
stalwart  Republican,  but  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests.  He 
is  wide-awake  to  the  best  interests  of  the  city,  and 
is  ever  ready  to  aid  in  the  advancement  of  those 
enterprises  which  are  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  welfare. 


_^] 


"SI 
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EV.  J.  A.  F.  AV.  MUELLER,  Pastor  of  the 
St.  John's  Lutheran  Church,  Chester.  While 
there  are  inan3'  avenues  by  which   mental 

pjability  leads  to  distinction,  there  is  scarcel3' 
one  of  more  benefit  to  humanity  as  a  family  than 
that  of  caring  for  the  immortal  soul.  A  pastor's 
duty  entails  upon  him  a  great  deal  of  responsibil- 
it3-.  Not  only  must  he  guide  people  safely  through 
the  shoals  of  this  world,  but  prepare  them  for  the 
safe  passage  into  the  unknown  world.  Among  the 
men  who  have  labored  earl3'  and  late  to  accom- 
plish this  purpose  and  to  be  of  inestimable  benefit 
to  frail  humanity,  ranks  the  Rev.  Mr.  Mueller. 

A  native  of  Prussia,  our  subject  was  born  in  the 
province  of  Saxon}-,  October  29,  1825.  He  is  the 
son  of  Christian  and  Mar}'  Mueller,  also  natives  of 
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the  Fatherland.  The  parents  crossed  the  Atlantic 
to  America  in  1839,  and  landing  in  Xew  Orleans, 
made  their  way  up  the  Mississippi  River  to  St. 
Louis.  From  tlie  latter  place  they  went  to  Witten- 
berg. Perry  Count}^  Mo.,  wiiere  the  elder  Mr. 
Mueller  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick,  and 
where  he  was  residing  at  the  time  of  his  decease  in 
18-lG.  The  death  of  his  wife  occurred  two  years 
previously,  during  the  great  flood  of  1844. 

Mr.  Mueller  of  this  sketch  spent  the  first  thir- 
teen years  of  his  life  in  his  native  land  and  when 
old  enough  attended  the  model  schools  near  his 
homo.  After  coming  to  America  he  acquired  some 
knowledge  of  the  English  language  by  a  six 
months'  attendance  in  the  schools  of  Perry  Coun- 
ty, Mo.  After  his  confirmation,  in  1839, he  entered 
the  Lutheran  Concordia  Seminar^',  in  that  county, 
where  he  carried  on  his  studies  from  1839  to  1847. 
In  the  last  named  year  he  was  ordained  for  the 
ministry  by  the  Rev.  F.  lUiengcr,  of  St.  Louis. 

For  the  first  nine  years  of  his  ministerial  labors, 
our  subject  was  engaged  in  ])reaehing  near  St. 
Louis,  and  later  was  called  to  Chicago,  where  he  re- 
mained from  1856  to  1863,  also  engaging  in  pioneer 
work.  In  the  latter  year  he  was  called  to  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,  where  he  took  charge  of  a  large  citj' congrega- 
tion, over  which  he  had  charge  until  1870.  Then 
going  into  Somerset  County,  thatstate,  he  acted  as 
Pastor  over  four  small  congregations  until  1875, 
at  which  time  he  came  to  Chester,  111.  At  the 
time  of  taking  up  the  work  in  this  place,  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Muclltr  found  a  very  small  following,  but  at 
the  present  lime  his  congregation  numbers  one 
Inindred  and  twenty-five  families.  Mr.  Mueller 
has  a  pleasant  and  attractive  appearance,  is  bright, 
ready  and  a  lively  speaker,  and  commands  the  at- 
tention of  his  audience  from  the  beginning.  His 
delivery  is  good,  his  manner  earnest,  and  he  handles 
his  subject  as  one  perfectly  at  home.  In  1879  he 
had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  erected  a  fine  brick  edi- 
fice, in  which  the  congregation  meets.  He  also  has 
a  large  parochial  school  in  connection  with  the 
church,  and  he  procured  his  teachers  from  the 
Lutheran  Normal  School  located    at  Addison,   111. 

In  May,  1849,  our  subject  and  Miss  Jane  Hoehne 
were  united  in  marriage.  Mis.  Mueller  was  a  na- 
tive of  Saxony,  German^-,  but  at   the  time  of  her 


marriage  was  a  resident  of  Periy  County,  Mo. 
She  died  in  Chester  in  1877,  after  having  become 
the  mother  of  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Herman;  Gotthold;  Concordia,  the  wife 
of  Rev.  C.  Frank,  of  Evansville,  Ind.;  Martin;  Ma- 
tilda, now  Mrs.  Charles  Wtischilewsky,  of  Frank- 
enninth,  Mich.;  William,  a  teacher;  and  Gustavc,  a 
minister  at  West  Point,  Neb.  The  present  wife  of 
our  subject,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  1880,  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Christiana  Seidler,  and  was 
also  a  native  of  Perry  County,  Mo. 


^=1 


^+^ 
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y)   O.   YOUNGER,  proprietor  of  The  Fair,  a 


j'  dry-goods  establishment  of  Murpliysboro, 
was  born  in  Bunker  Hill,  III.,  October  30, 
1865,  and  is  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  six  children, 
whose  parents  were  John  and  Annie  E.  (Campbell) 
Younger,  the  former  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
latter  of  Madison  County.  III.,  where  the  maternal 
grandfather,  John  Campbell,  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, settled  at  a  very  early  d.a\-,  becoming  one  of 
its  pioneers.  .luhn  Younger  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive state,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  joined  the  Union  army,  serving 
for  three  months.  He  afterward  located  in  liuuker 
Hill,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  that  lo- 
cality. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  boyhood  and  youth  of  our  subject,  which  were 
quietly  p.assed  upon  the  homestead  farm  near 
Bunker  Hill.  The  common  schools  afforded  him 
his  educational  privileges,  and  to  his  father  he 
gave  the  benefit  of  his  services  until  nineteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  determined  to  follow  some 
other  pursuit  than  that  to  which  he  had  been 
reared,  and  in  1884  went  to  St.  Ixjuis,  Mo.,  where 
he  began  clerking. 

After  a  short  time,  however,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Russack  it  Sons,  wholesale  clothing  dealers, 
and  traveled  as  their  representative  through  Ne- 
braska, Iowa  and  Missouri.  He  continued  with 
that  firm  for  live  years  and  did  a  good  business  in 
their  interests. 

In  1891,  in  Iloyleton,  111.,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Younger  and  Miss  Mamie  Hake, 
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a  native  of  that  place.  Their  residence  is  situated 
on  Rorer  Street,  and  their  home  is  brightened  by 
the  presence  of  a  little  son,  Raymond.  During 
their  short  residence  here  the  parents  have  already 
won  many  friends. 

lu  the  spring  of  1892  Mr.  Younger  left  the 
road,  locating  in  Murpli3-i5boro,  where  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  M.  Evans  in  the  dry-goods  busi- 
ness, opening  a  store  which  is  known  as  The  Fair. 
This  connection  still  continues.  The  members  of 
the  firm  are  both  men  of  good  business  ability, 
progressive  and  enterprising,  and  from  the  begin- 
ning have  enjoyed  a  good  trade,  which  is  steadily 
increasing.  Thej'  carry  a  fine  line  of  dry  goods, 
clothing,  and  in  fact  everything  found  in  a  first- 
class  general  merchandise  store.  Mr.  Younger  in  his 
political  views  is  a  Republican.  He  is  still  a  young 
man,  but  he  has  displayed  the  qualifications  which 
lead  to  a  successful  business  career,  and  if  the  past 
is  a  criterion,  \\e  feel  assured  that  his  future  will 
be  a  prosperous  one. 

^T^^ROF.  JOHN  M.  BRYAN  is  the  capable 
and  efficient  Superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  of  Jackson  County,  who  makes  his 
home  in  Murphysboro.  A  native  of  Mis- 
sissippi, he  was  born  February  6,  1853,  and  is  a 
son  of  E.  W.  and  Mary  (Medley)  Bryan.  The  fa- 
ther was  burn  in  Sparta,  Tenn.,  and  was  of  Scotch- 
Irish  descent.  His  wife  was  born  in  White  Couut3', 
Tenn.,  near  Sparta.  For  some  years  he  engaged 
in  merchandising  in  his  native  state,  but  after- 
ward removed  to  Fulton,  Miss.  There  lie  served 
as  Count}'  Clerk,  was  Probate  Judge,  Circuit 
Clerk,  and  for  thirty-five  years  was  Revenue  Col- 
lector. In  1866  he  came  to  Murphysboro,  where 
he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school.  Here  he  was 
honored  b}'  being  man}'  times  elected  as  Assessor 
and  Collector.  He  died  in  1884,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-three  years.  He  held  membership  with 
the  Christian  Church.  Mrs.  Bryan  still  makes  her 
home  in  tiiis  place.  In  the  family  were  two  sops 
and  two  daughters,  and  the  surviving  members  are, 
William  M.,  a  conductor  on  the  Chicago  &  Texas 
Railroad,  and  John  M. 

Our  subject  spent  the  first  twelve  years  of  his  life 


in  his  native  state  and  then  came  with  his  parents 
to  Illinois.  He  attended  Ewing  College  fur  two 
3-ears,  after  which  he  spent  one  3'ear  in  the  Ohio 
Normal  School  of  Lebanon.  He  also  attended  the 
Count}- Normal  School  of  DeSoto  at  different  times, 
and  in  1874  he  began  teaching.  He  was  employed 
as  Principal  of  the  schools  at  Mt.  Carbon  until 
1884,  and  then  became  Principal  of  the  east  side 
public  schools  of  Murphysboro,  which  position  he 
held  until  1890,  when  he  was  elected  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket  as  Count}'  Superintendent.  In  De- 
cember he  enleied  upon  the  duties  of  the  office, 
which  he  has  since  effectively  filled.  In  addition 
to  having  the  supervision  of  all  of  the  schools  of 
the  county  he  holds  examinations  at  this  place  and 
issues  certificates  to  teachers.  They  also  hold  a 
successful  normal  school  each  summer,  lasting  ten 
weeks,  and  the  annual  teaclicrs'  institute,  which  is 
conducted  with  ability  by  competent  instructors 
and  has  therefore  proved  of  great  value  to  the 
teachers. 

On  the  5th  of  June,  1879,  Professor  Bryan  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  McGowan, 
and  their  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  chil- 
dren, Walter,  Minnie,  Akka  and  Bessie'.  The  par- 
ents hold  an  enviable  position  in  the  social  circles, 
and  their  friends  throughout  the  community  are 
many.  Mrs.  Bryan  is  also  a  teacher  and  has  spent 
twenty  years  in  that  profession,  having  been  asso- 
ciated as  instructor  with  nearl}-  all  of  the  county 
normals.  She  has  also  filled  the  highest  positions 
in  the  county  as  teacher,  having  served  as  Princi- 
pal of  the  Murph}sboro  schools. 

For  the  past  ten  years  Professor  Bryan  has  been 
Secretary  of  the  Odd  Fellows' society  and  has  rep- 
resented his  lodge  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Work- 
men, and  is  a  member  of  the  Southern  Illinois 
Teachers'  Association.  He  is  a  stockholder  in  the 
Jackson  County  Homestead  Building  and  Loan 
Association.  In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Democrat. 
He  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church.  He  has  served  as  Superintendent  of 
the  Sunday-school  and  takes  an  active  part  in 
church  and  benevolent  work. 

Professor  Bryan  is  highly  educated  and  is  a  suc- 
cessful  instructor.     Since  becoming    County  Su- 
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peri  11  ten  dent  of  Schools,  he  has  succeded  in  secur- 
ing a  uniform  system  of  text  books  in  nearly 
cver>' district  and  in  t)r<janizing  township  teachers' 
meetings.  His  untiring  labors  on  behalf  of  the 
schools  of  tills  community  have  given  them  an 
excellence  of  wliich  tiie  couiit\'  may  well  be  proud. 


'L  ENRY  BEISNER,  of  Steeleville,  who  car- 
ries on  a  meat-marki't,  is  one  of  the  worthy 
citizens  that  Germany  has  furnished  to 
^  Kandolph  County,  lie  was  born  on  the 
21st  of  April,  1848,  and  is  the  third  child  of  Fred- 
erick and  Sophia  (Steinman)  Beisner.  who  were 
also  born  and  reared  in  Germany.  The  mother 
died  in  that  country  in  1878,  after  which  the 
father  came  to  America  and  spent  his  last  days  in 
Lockwood,  Bio.,  where   his  death  occurred  in  1892. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  public  schools  of  Germany,  which  he 
attended  until  fourteen  jears  of  age,  when  he  began 
to  earn  his  own  livelihood.  Since  that  fime  he  has 
been  dependent  on  his  own  resources.  He  learned 
the  basket-maker's  trade,  which  pursuit  he  followed 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  then  learned  the 
butcher's  trade.  It  was  in  18G7  that  lie  bade  adieu 
to  friends  and  Fatherland  and  sailed  for  the  New 
World,  having  determined  to  try  his  fortune  in  the 
United  States.  He  took  up  his  residence  in  Jackson 
County,  111.,  and  a  month  later  located  near  Red 
Bud.  He  worked  as  a  farm  hand  for  three  years,  and 
then  removed  to  Washington  County,  III.,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  butchering  business.  The  suc- 
ceeding four  years  of  his  life  were  there  passed, 
and  in  1880  he  came  to  Steeleville,  where  he  has 
since  carried  on  a  meat-market. 

In  1870  Mr.  Beisner  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Sophia  Beferschen,  daughter  of  Ernst  and 
Sophia  Beferschen,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Germany,  and  on  emigrating  to  America  settled  in 
Perry  County,  III.,  in  an  early  day.  By  this  union 
were  born  four  children,  of  whom  one  died  in  in- 
fancy'. Sophia,  John  and  Edward  still  make  their 
home  with  their  father.  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily was  called  to  her  final  rest  on  the  18tli  of  May, 
1881,  and  in  August,  1882,  Mr.  Beisner  was  .igain 


married,  his  second  union  being  with  Miss  Mar- 
garet Brandt,  a  daughter  of  Claus  and  Engle 
Brandt,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of  Germany, 
and  in  that  countrj'  spent  their  entire  lives.  .Six 
children  graced  this  second  union,  but  two  are  now 
deceased,  Fritz  and  Mamie.  Those  still  with  their 
parents  are,  Lillie,  Emma,  Herman  and  Robert. 
The  parents  and  children  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Beisner  is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  part^-, 
and  though  he  warmlj'  advocates  its  principles,  he 
has  never  been  an  office-seeker,  preferring  to  de- 
vote his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business 
interests.  He  has  built  up  a  good  trade  in  Steele- 
ville, and  a  liberal  patronage  now  rewards  his 
efforts. 

■ — ^mc^ — • 


eAMPBELL  HARDY,   editor  and   proprietor 
.  of  the  Tamaroa  Bugle,   published  at  Tama- 
.     roa,  Peri\v  County,  is  a  native  of  La  Salle,  La 

Salle  County,  111.,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  Hardy,  a 
sketch  of  whose  life  appears  above,  and  who  in 
his  d.iy  was  one  of  the  most  prominent  and  fore- 
most citizens  of  northern  Illinois,  a  man  of  marked 
force  and  ability,  who  had  the  distinction  of  being 
the  largest  contractor  on  the  Illinois  &  Michigan 
Canal. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  a  large 
family,  and  when  a  mere  child,  suffered  the  mis- 
fortune of  losing  his  father,  who  died  at  La  Salle, 
September  14, 1864,  respected  by  all.  Mr.  Hardy's 
opportunities  for  ac(iuiring  an  education  except  in 
the  practical  school  of  experience  were  limited,  be- 
ing confined  to  advantages  offered  in  the  free  pub- 
lic schools  of  Chicago,  where  he  spent  his  youth 
and  early  manhood.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  he 
left  school  and  entered  mercantile  pursuits,  being 
employed  by  the  wholesale  dry-goods  hou.se  of 
Field  li:  Leiter.  From  boyhood  a  great  lover  of 
reading  and  books,  and  possessing  literary  tastes, 
he  found  his  employment  uncongenial,  and  a  few 
yearsafterward  embarked  in  the  newspaper  business 
at  Omaha,  Neb.,  where,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  we 
find  him  telegraph  editor  of  the  Omaha  Herald, 
edited  by  that  sterling  Democrat.  Dr.  fjeorge  L. 
Miller.     He  has  been   connected  at  various  times 
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since  with  the  followingleading  publications:  The 
New  York  Daily  Graphic,  Kansas  City  Journal, 
Duluth  Herald,  North  American  Review,  Chicago 
Dispatch  and  the  Chicago  Times. 

In  Januar}',  1894,  Mr.  Ilartl^'  moved  to  Perrj' 
County  and  settled  at  Tamaroa,  believing  that  he 
recognized  in  southern  Illinois  and  in  Perr}'  Coun- 
ty, in  whose  interests  and  advancement  he  takes  an 
active  part,  a  field  of  usefulness  worthy  of  culti- 
vation. Mr.  Hardy  is  agentlemanof  independent 
thought  and  action,  and  in  politics  is  of  the  Demo- 
cratic faith.  He  is  broad  gauged  and  charitable  in 
his  views  of  men  and  public  measures.  While  a 
protestant  in  his  religious  belief,  he  is  a  member  of 
no  church,  but  an  attendant  of  the  Presbyterian,  in 
whose  good  works  he  is  interested.  The  Tamaroa 
Bugle,  of  which  he  is  the  head,  is  recognized  as 
among  the  best  newspapers  published  in  southern 
Illinois. 


'^  ACOB  GRAFF  is  a  prominent  and  well 
known  farmer  residing  on  section  20,  Ora 
Township,  Jackson  County.  As  he  is  widely 
'  and  favorably  known  in  this  community 
we  feel  assured  that  the  record  of  his  life  will 
prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers  and 
therefore  gladlj-  give  it  a  place  in  this  volume. 
He  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  April  6, 
1831,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Rosanna  (Im- 
hoff)  Graff.  The3'  were  married  in  1829,  and  in 
1841  removed  with  their  family  to  the  west,  tak- 
ing up  their  residence  in  Levan  Township,  Jack- 
son County.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occup.i- 
tion,and  here  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  September  25,  1878.  His 
wife,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  Somerset  Coun- 
ty', Pa.,  was  a  member  of  the  Lutheian  Church  in 
early  life,  but  afterward  united  with  the  Christian 
Church.  She  passed  away  on  the  old  homestead, 
September  25,  1892. 

In  the  family  were  the  following  children; 
Henry,  John  O.,  Jacob,  Andrew;  Elmira,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twelve  years;  and  Mar}',  wife  of  Tol- 
bert  Boucher.  The  father  was  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  he  was 
a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Whig  party  in  early  life, 


but  when  the  Republican  party  sprang  into  exist- 
ence he  joined  its  ranks  and  was  one  of  its  stalwart 
advocates  during  his  remaining  days. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  youth  of  ten 
summers  when  brought  by  his  family'  to  Illinois, 
where  he  was  reared  in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer 
lads.  On  the  27th  of  December,  1855,  he  married 
Mary  E.  Levan,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Avay 
Levan.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Jackson  County,  111.  When  the  township 
in  which  he  lived  was  organized  it  was  named  in 
his  honor.  He  improved  a  large  farm,  and  at  his 
death,  which  occurred  June  25,  1890,  was  the 
owner  of  a  valuable  property.  In  his  native 
county  he  married  Amy  Husbands.  They  were 
both  faithful  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  in  their  family  were  the  following  children: 
Mrs.  Graff,  O.  J.,  F.  M.;  II.  H.,  who  died  in  the 
arm}'  in  1864;  Ann  A.,  widow  of  Christian  Whist- 
ler; Adeline,  wife  of  William  Kelly,  and  one 
daughter  who  died  in  infancy. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Graff  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren: Harmon  L.,  born  September  20,  1856;  Gran- 
ville, January  13,  1859;  Oliver,  who  was  born 
November  23,  1860,  and  died  April  21,  1890, 
leaving  a  daughter,  who  resides  with  her  grandfa- 
ther; Adeline,  who  was  born  December  29,  1862, 
and  is  the  wife  of  Robert  Redtield:  Henry,  born 
January  22,  1866;  Dora,  who  was  born  April  8, 
1870,  and  died  April  24,  1873;  and  Samuel  W., 
who  died  in  infancj'. 

Since  voting  for  John  C.  Fremont  in  1856,  Mr. 
Graff  has  been  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party.  For  fifteen 
years  in  early  life  he  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  after  which  he  united  with  the  Christian 
Church  at  Pleasant  Hill.  He  has  been  an  Elder  in 
the  same  for  several  years,  and  his  wife  is  also  one 
of  its  faithful  members  and  active  workers.  When 
this  worthy  couple  began  their  domestic  life  they 
resided  in  Levan  Township,  where  our  subject  im- 
proved a  good  farm.  In  1870  he  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  land  on  section  20,  Ora 
Township,  and  has  since  made  their  home  thereon. 
He  placed  his  farm  under  a  high  state  of  cultiva- 
tion  and   stocked   it  with  a  high   grade  of  horses. 
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cattle  and  hogs.  He  is  now  inactically  living  re- 
tired, being  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  of  life, 
which  were  secured  to  him  by  his  labor  in  former 
years.  His  career  has  been  an  honorable  and  up- 
right one  and  he  has  the  respect  of  all. 
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^fr^EV.  JORDAN  CARROLL  HARRISS,  of  Du 
!lWf  Quoin,  litis  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of 
(^\  Perry  Count}',  his  birth  having  occurred 
\^.  near  I'inekneyville,  September  8,  1840. 
The  family  is  of  Welsh  origin,  and  was  founded 
in  America  by  K(lward  Harriss,  a  native  of  Wales, 
who,  when  a  young  man,  came  to  this  country, 
settling  in  Virginia,  where  he  engaged  in  farming. 
The  family  removed  from  tliat  state  to  South  Car- 
olina, thence  to  Tennessee,  and  in  1829  was  estab- 
lished in  Perry  County,  111.  The  above  named  Ed- 
ward Harris,  great-grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  taken 
prisoner  by  the  liritish.  The  grandfather,  John- 
son Harriss,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  born  De- 
cember 18,  1769.  His  death  occurred  at  Paradise 
Prairie,  Perry  County,  HI.,  about  December,  1868, 
he  having  attained  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
nine  years,  lacking  a  few  da^'s.  He  was  one  of  the 
honored  men  of  his  day. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Jordan  Harriss,  was 
born  in  Laurens  District,  S.  C,  May  7,  1800, 
and  was  married  in  November,  1823,  in  Bedford 
County,  Tenn.,  to  Lucinda  Casey,  who  was  born 
in  (ieorgia,  February  19,1805.  Her  father,  James 
Casey,  who  was  of  Irish  extraction,  wedded  Susan 
Turner.  He  was  a  cousin  of  ex-Governor  Zadoc 
Casey,  and  one  of  his  sons,  Hiram,  was  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War.  Jordan  Harriss  came  to  this 
state  in  ver}'  limited  circumstances,  but  ere  his 
death  he  had  worked  his  way  upward  and  acquired 
a  fair  competence.  He  was  highly  respected  by 
all  who  knew  him,  and  died  April  2.0,  1871.  His 
wife  passed  away  November  22,  188.3,  at  the  age 
of  seventy-eight. 

Li  their  family  were  five  sons  and  four  daugh- 
ters. Sarah  Jane,  now  the  wife  of  William  A. 
King,  of   Ewing,  III.,  was  born   October   3,   1824. 


She  was  first  married  to  Jolin  R.  Teague,  now  de- 
ceased. The  Rev.  Marion  Teague,  of  Du  (-iuoin,  is 
their  son.  Johnson  C,  who  was  born  April  6,  1826, 
was  a  farmer  and  merchant,  and  a  man  of  more 
than  average  intelligence;  he  taught  school  for 
some  yeavs,and  .served  two  terms  as  County  Asses- 
sor and  Treasurer  of  Pen  y  County.  He  died  March 
5, 1881.  Nancy  Eleanor,  who  was  born  November  7, 
1828,  married  Edmond  Dry,  a  soldier  in  the  Mexi- 
can War,  and  now  lives  on  Holt's  Prairie,  near 
Pinckneyville.  John  IL,  whose  birth  occurred 
July  29,  1830,  followed  school  teaching  in  early 
life,  and  is  now  a  prosperous  farmer  residing  at 
Denny  Station  (Holt's  P.  O.),  near  Pinckneyville. 
Susan  was  born  on  the  29th  of  April,  1832,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years.  Hiram  AL,  who  was 
born  Marcii  16,  1834,  is  now  a  hardware  merchant 
of  Du  (-^uoin.  Julia  Ann,  born  on  the  11th  of 
June,  1836,  married  Thomas  J.  Hansford  and  died 
in  April,  1855.  Edward  M.,  born  on  the  24th  of 
July,  1838,  entered  the  army  in  August,  18G2,  as 
a  member  of  Company  A,  Eighty-first  Illinois  In- 
fantry. He  was  taken  prisoner  June  12,  1864, 
and  spent  eleven  months  in  Anderson ville.  After 
the  war  he  served  as  Sheriff  of  Periy  County,  and 
in  1889  was  appointed  Postmaster  at  Du  Quoin  b}' 
President  Harrison,  but  was  removed  by  Cleveland 
in  the  fall  of  1893.  He  has  ahva^'s  been  active 
and  prominent  in  county  affairs.  In  fact,  all  of 
this  family  are  public  spirited,  infiuential  people. 
Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  the  family.  He 
acquired  a  fair  education,  spending  the  winter  of 
1858-59  in  Shurtleff  College,  and  afterward  pur- 
suing his  studies  at  Old  Du  Quoin  Seminar}-.  He 
then  followed  teaching  and  farming  until  join- 
ing the  boys  in  blue,  on  the  7th  of  August,  1862. 
He  was  Sergeant  of  Companj'  A,  Eighty-first  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  participated  in  the  engage- 
ments of  Port  Gibson,  Raymond,  Jackson.  Cham- 
pion Hills,  and  also  in  several  battles  on  the  Red 
River  expedition  .and  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  in 
which  he  was  wounded  in  the  left  arm  and  in  the 
right  shoulder.  He  was  taken  prisoner  June  12, 
1864,  at  Guntown,  Miss., and  was  put  into  Ander- 
sonville  Prison,  where  for  eleven  long  months  he 
suffered  the  tortures  of  starvation  and  neglect. 
After  receiving  an  honorable  discharge  he  returned 
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to  Perry  Count}-,  and  again    engaged  in   farming 
and  school  teaching. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Harriss  is  a  Republican.  In  the 
fall  of  1866  lie  was  elected  County  Sheriff,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1869  was  chosen  Count}'  Clerk.  F'rom 
tlie  expiration  of  that  term  of  office  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  other  business  until  1876,  when  he 
enteied  upon  the  work  of  the  Gospel  ministr}-,  in 
which  he  has  found  his  efforts  crowned  with  abun- 
dant success.  While  attending  school  at  Old  Du 
Quoin  Seminary  in  1859,  then  a  30ung  man  of 
nineteen,  he  experienced  the  ciiange  of  heart 
which  made  of  him  a  devoted  follower  of  Christ. 
In  October  of  that  year  he  was  baptized  by  Elder 
Peter  Hagler  and  became  a  member  of  the  Nine 
Mile  Baptist  Church.  He  was  early  impressed  with 
the  duty  of  telling  to  otliers  the  glad  story  of  sal- 
vation through  faith  in  Clirist.  After  becoming 
settled  in  life  he  was  ordained  to  the  office  of  Dea- 
con in  tlie  Nine  Mile  Church. 

On  the  8th  of  July,  1876,  at  Paradise  Baptist 
Church  (of  which  he  was  then  a  member)  Mr.  Har- 
riss was  ordained  a  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and  his 
first  appointment  for  preaching  was  at  Holt's  Prai- 
rie Baptist  Church.  In  the  years  1879-80  he  took 
a  course  of  stud}'  in  theology  at  Shurtleff  College. 
In  the  interval  from  that  date  to  the  present,  he 
has  served  acceptably  as  Pastor  of  the  following 
churches  of  the  Nine  Mile  Baptist  Association: 
Nine  Mile  (as  immediate  successor  of  the  vener- 
able Elder  Peter  Hagler);  Paradise,  Pinckneyville, 
Holt's  Prairie,  Galuin,  Red  Bud,  Nashville  (about 
seven  years),  Fairview  (where  he  increased  the 
membership  from  about  fifty  to  two  hundred  and 
thirty-nine).  Horse  Prairie  and  Makanda  churches. 

However,  it  would  seem  that  the  most  important 
work  accomplished  by  Mr.  Harriss  has  been  per- 
formed by  him  as  missionary  of  the  Nine  Mile 
Baptist  Association,  in  which  capacity  he  is  now 
employed,  and  has  been  much  of  the  time  for 
many  years.  Some  one  has  summarized  the  vis- 
ible results  of  his  work  for  the  years  1883  to 
1886,  and  six  months  of  1887,  as  follows:  sermons 
preached,  ten  hundred  and  thirty-eigiit;  exhorta- 
tions, one  hundred  and  ninety-seven;  religious 
visits,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine;  persons  bap- 
tized, six  hundred  and  sixty-one  (the  latter  being 


eighty-one  and  four-tenths  per  cent,  of  the  entire 
number  of  baptisms  within  the  bounds  of  the  as- 
sociation during  the  time  specified).  He  has  been 
honored  by  the  association  by  being  chosen  its 
Moderator  from  the  year  1884   to   1889   inclusive. 

On  the  ulh  of  .June,  1861,  Mr.  Harriss  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  M.  V.  A.  Thornton,  a  na- 
tive of  Allen  County,  Ky.,  whose  father.  Elder 
William  Thornton,  was  a  Baptist  jireacher.  Two 
children  were  born  to  them.  Viola,  who  was  born 
on  the  22d  of  May,  1862,  was  educated  at  Shurtleff 
and  Ewing  Colleges,  and  is  now  the  wife  of  Aaron 
King,  a  farmer  of  Ewing,  111.,  by  whom  she  has 
four  children,  Herbert,  Arthur,  Clarence  and 
Frank.  Clarence  W.,  the  second  child  of  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  born  December  7,  1866,  was 
graduated  from  Ewing  College,  and  then  engaged 
in  teaching  at  that  place.  He  was  afterward  Prin- 
cipal of  the  high  school  in  Du  Quoin  for  three 
years,  but  is  now  a  law  student  in  the  Northwest- 
ern University,  of  Chicago.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  Septembers,  1869. 

On  the  20th  of  .lanuary,  1870,  Mr.  Harriss  mar- 
ried Eliza  A.  Strait,  a  native  of  Perry  County,  and 
the  daughter  of  Judge  Hosea  H.  Strait.  To  them 
were  born  seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet 
living.  Walter  H.,  born  on  the  25th  of  November, 
1871,  was  educated  in  Ewing  and  Shurtleff  Col- 
leges, and  is  now  a  Baptist  preacher  of  some  note, 
possessing  oratorical  powers  far  in  advance  of  his 
years.  Herschel  S.,  born  July  11,  1874,  died 
March  13,  1881.  Alvali  E.  died  in  infancy,  No- 
vember 4,  1877.  Grace  T.,  born  November  4, 
1878,  is  now  in  school.  Wilfred  C.  was  born  July 
22,  1882;  Judson,  November  6,  1884,  and  Earl, 
August  24,  1887.  Mr.  Harriss  is  one  of  the  hon- 
ored citizens  of  this  community,  who  by  his  well 
spent  life  has  won  the  confidence  and  high  regard 
of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  contact. 


ILLIAM  S.  WILSON,  Superintendent  of 
WAV//  ^''^  ^'"  I'*^"'®!  Alton  it;  Terre  Haute  Rail- 
W^      road,  with  headquarters  at  Pinckneyville, 

was  born    in    Brandenburg,  Ky.,  in  October,  1852. 

His  father,  who  also   bore  the  name  of  William  S. 
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Wilson,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  died 
wlien  bis  son  was  only  four  3'ears  of  age.  After 
that  time  our  subject  lived  with  his  grandfather, 
William  Farleijjh,  until  he  was  a  youth  of  fifteen. 
He  had  attended  the  common  schools  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  at  that  time  entered  a  school  in 
Owensboro,  K}'.,  where  he  remained  for  eight 
months. 

Entering  the  telegraph  office  in  Owensboro  as 
messenger  bo^-,  Mr.  Wilson  soon  learned  the  art 
of  telegraphy.  He  then  accepted  t4ie  position  of 
commercial  telegraph  operator,  and  in  that  capa- 
city was  employed  m  various  places  until  the  sum- 
mer of  1870,  when  he  went  to  work  for  the  In- 
dianapolis ii  St.  Louis  Railroad  Company  as  night 
operator  in  Danville,  Ind.  In  November  of  the 
same  year,  he  secured  a  position  with  the  road 
with  which  he  is  now  connected,  being  made  sta- 
tion agent  and  operator  at  Freeburg,  111.  From 
that  time  his  advancement  has  been  continual. 

After  a  few  months  spent  as  agent  in  Freeburg, 
Jlr.  Wilson  was  called  to  St.  Louis  to  take  a  i)lace 
iu  the  general  freight  office,  where  he  continued 
until  he  had  filled  every  position  in  that  office.  His 
duties  then  called  him  to  the  auditor's  office  and 
to  the  office  of  the  general  superintendent.  While 
in  the  former  position  he  was  paymaster  of  the 
road,  and  subsequently  he  acted  as  train  dispatcher 
for  a  short  time.  Next  he  was  made  conductor  on 
a  passenger  train  between  St.  Louis  and  Du  Quoin, 
and  a  short  time  afterward  became  |)rivate  secre- 
tary to  the  President  and  General  Manager  of  the 
road,  in  which  position  he  served  for  five  years. 
In  18«3  he  was  made  Master  of  Transporta- 
tion, and  in  January,  1886,  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  Superintendent.  In  1890  his  offices 
were  removed  to  Pinckneyville. 

Mr.  Wilson  was  married  iu  Owensboro,  Ky.,  to 
Miss  Belle,  daughter  of  Col.  Mercer  Moormann,  a 
prominent  merchant,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
southern  army.  They  have  two  children,  Sarah 
Deane,  a  maiden  of  fifteen  years,  and  George  Park- 
er, aged  ten.  Their  home  is  also  shared  by  the 
widowed  mother  of  Mr.  Wilson. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  account  that 
Mr.  Wilson  has  served  in  all  the  various  capaci- 
ties  of    the    uoad,    from    that   of    messenger    boy 


up  to  his  present  responsible  position.  There  is 
no  place  on  the  road  that  he  cannot  fill,  for  actual 
experience  has  made  him  familiar  with  all  its  du- 
ties. No  more  thorough  or  obliging  man  is  to  be 
found  with  any  road.  He  has  earned  his  promo- 
tion by  hard  work  and  close  attention  to  business, 
and  his  success  is  certainly  well  merited.  Since 
Pinckneyville  was  made  his  iieadquarters,  he  has 
taken  a  great  interest  in  tlie  town,  and  has  done 
much  to  give  it  new  life.  One  gentleman  said 
that,  "Since  Mr.  Wilson  came  here  Pinckneyville 
has  grown  more  than  it  had  in  forty  years  before." 
He  has  built  the  finest  residence  in  the  city,  which 
stands  on  a  two-acre  tract  of  land.  He  is  now 
serving  as  Alderman.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education  and  is  President  of  the  building 
and  loan  association,  and  is  ever  found  on  tlie  side 
of  advancement  and  progress,  ready  to  aid  in  the 
promotion  of  all  that  pertains  to  the  general  wel- 
fare. 


HARLES  WJEDEMAN.     Among  the  many 
II  prosperous    farmers   and    fruit-growers    of 

^^r  Randolph  County  is  Mr.  Wiedeman,  who 
is  at  present  the  part  owner  and  occupant  of  a  fine 
farm  located  on  sections  7  and  8,  township  8,  range 
5.  The  estate  comprises  eighty  acres  of  well  im- 
proved land,  on  whitih  the  various  cereals  are  raised, 
but  he  makes  a  special  t}'  of  wheat.  He  also  has  a 
large  and  fine  apple  orchard,  from  which  he  derives 
splendid  profits. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Bohemia,  where  he 
was  born  in  1837,  his  parents  being  Mathias  and 
Fannie  (Illawac)  Wiedeman,  of  the  city  of  Stra- 
konitz.  The  mother  having  died,  Charles,  with  his 
brothers  and  one  sister,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  the  fall  of  1860,  landing  in  New  Orleans 
in  January  of  the  following  year,  after  a  voyage 
of  over  eight  weeks.  From  that  city  he  made  his 
way  to  Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.,  where  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  cooper.  After  spending  a  few  weeks 
here,  he  and  his  brother  August  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  in  Company  C,  Second  .Missouri  In- 
fantry, and  served  for  a  period  of  three  years.  He 
participated  in  many  of  the  important  engagements 
of  the  war,  among  them  being  Pea  Ridge,  Perry- 
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ville,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Missionary  Ridge 
and  Dalton,  Ga.  He  was  mustered  out  and  hon- 
orably discharged  September  28,  1864,  at  St. 
Louis.  His  brother  August  was  killed  in  the  bat- 
tle of  Chickamauga,  September  20,  1863.  Tlie 
father  died  in  Cape  Girardeau  in  1862. 

Mr.  Wiedeman  remained  in  St.  Louis  for  a  jear 
and  a-half  after  his  service  in  the  Rebellion,  and 
purchased  with  his  brother  .Toseph  AVilliam  their 
present  possessions,  .loseph  likewise  fought  for 
the  honor  of  his  adopted  country,  in  Company  E, 
First  Missouri  Cavalry,  under  Generals  Schofield 
and  Thomas. 

April  15,  1873,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Mary  Froley,  whose  parents  died  in  Bohemia, 
wiiere  she  was  born  February  22,  1846.  She  em- 
barked for  America  in  1866,  and  lauding  in  New 
York  City  made  her  wa3'  direct  to  Cape  Girardeau, 
remaining  tiiere  but  three  montiis.  She  thence 
came  to  Rockwood,  this  county,  where  her  mar- 
riage occurred.  Our  suliject  and  his  wife  have  one 
child,  Cliarles,  .Ir.,  whose  birth  occurred  February, 
23,  1874.  He  is  still  at  home  and  assists  his  father 
in  the  care  of  the  farm.  Socially,  Mr.  Wiedeman 
is  a  member  of  Rockwood  Post  No.  734,  G.  A.  R. 
In  politics  he  is  a  strong  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

^[OHN  MAURICE  HERBERT,  A.  M.,  LL.  B., 
is  one  of  Murph3'sboro's  most  prominent 
and  influential  citizens.  He  is  the  present 
State's  Attorney,  is  Vice-President  of  the 
City  National  Bank,  Vice-President  of  the  .Jack- 
son County  Abstract  and  Title  Guarantee  Com- 
pany, and  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of  Smith, 
McElvain  &  Herbert,  one  of  the  leading  law  firms 
of  southern  Illinois.  By  merit  and  abilit3-  he  has 
arisen  to  the  proud  position  which  he  now  occu- 
pies and  the  success  of  his  life  is  well  deserved. 

David  Herbert,  his  father,  was  born  near  Laut- 
widd-Vardra,  Wales,  and  was  a  son  of  Philip  Her- 
bert, who  was  of  German  descent,  and  who  was  a 
■well-to-do  merchant.  The  father  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business,  and  in  1865  emigrated  to  Pennsyl- 
vania. Going  to  Schuylkill  County,  he  opened  a 
large  boarding  house,  and  February  4,  1866,  he  came 


to  this  place  and  kept  a  boarding  house  at  the  Mt. 
Carbon  depot.  Later  he  bought  the  Laclede  Hotel, 
which  he  carried  on  until  October,  1892,  and  then 
sold  out.  At  different  times  he  purchased  land, 
which  he  afterward  sold.  He  was  married  Decem- 
ber 5,  1854,  to  Margaret  Humphrey,  who  was  born 
in  North  AVales.  Her  family  were  farming  people, 
and  her  father  died  in  the  Old  Country  in  1889. 
Mrs.  Herbert  had  six  children,  two  of  whom  are 
vet  living,  John  M.,  of  this  sketch;  and  Philip  D., 
a  leading  jeweler  of  Murphysboro. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Glamorganshire,  Wales, 
February  1,  1864,  but  was  reared  in  this  locality 
and  was  educated  in  its  public  schools.  He  also 
attended  the  normal  school  at  Carbondale  for 
eighteen  months,  after  which  he  entered  the  fie»h- 
man  class  in  Christian  Brothers  College  of  St. 
Louis,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1886, 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  was  valedictorian  of 
his  class  of  ten  pupils.  In  the  succeeding  autumn, 
he  entered  the  law  department  of  the  University 
of  Michigan,  and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
LL.  B.  He  was  here  honored  with  being  elected 
Vice-President  of  his  class.  In  1892  the  degree  of 
A.  M.  was  conferred  upon  him  by  Christian  Broth- 
ers College. 

In  1888,  Mr.  Herbert  formed  the  partnership 
with  Mr.  Smith, and  in  1889  I\h-.  McElvain  became 
a  member  of  the  firm.  They  conduct  a  general 
law  practice  and  have  justly  won  a  place  among 
the  leading  law  firms  of  southern  Illinois,  being 
men  of  marked  ability.  Mr.  Herbert  is  also  inter- 
ested in  the  .Jackson  County  Abstract  and  Title 
Guarantee  Company,  aided  in  its  organization,  and 
has  since  been  Vice-President.  He  aided  in  or- 
ganizing the  Cit}-  National  Bank,  of  which  he  is 
now  a  Director  and  Vice-President.  He  is  attor- 
ney for  the  Southern  Illinois  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  and  in  1892  was  elected  State's  Attor- 
ney on  the  Re|)ublican  ticket  by  a  majority  of 
nearly  four  hundred.  This  was  the  largest  ma- 
jority given  a  Republican  candidate,  a  fact  which 
indicates  his  personal  popularity  and  the  high  re- 
gard in  which  he  is  held. 

The  lady  who  bears  the  name  of  Mrs.  Herbert  was 
formerly  Miss  Tillie  Bross,  and  w.as  born  in  Cairo, 
III.     She  was  educated  in  a  convent  in  St.  Louis 
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and  is  a  fine  musician.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Judge 
F.  Hioss,  the  rresideiit  of  the  National  Bank  of 
Cairo,  and  one  of  tlie  hest  known  men  of  the  state. 
The  nianiajje  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Herbert  was  cek'- 
brated  in  Cairo,  Sc|itcniber  28,  1893.  Socially, 
our  subject  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason  and  is  the 
present  Master  of  Murphysboro  Lodge  No.  498, 
A.  F.  &.  A.  M.  He  served  as  representative  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  1893.  lie  also  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  uniformed  rank,  and 
is  a  member  of  the  Illin(jis  Bar  Association.  He  is 
a  young  man  whose  talents  have  rapidly  won  for 
iiini  a  place  of  prominence  and  will  continue  to 
win  for  him  promotion  and  success. 


^1  ICHAEL  STUMPF  stands  foremost  among 
the  successful  farmers  of  Monroe  County, 


who  have  contributed  so  greatly  to  its  de- 
velopment. His  interests  are  centered  in 
township  1  south,  ranges  9  and  10  west,  where  he 
has  one  of  the  largest  and  best  managed  farms  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  For  many  years  he  had  to 
struggle  against  a  seemingly  adverse  fate,  having 
but  tiftv  cents  when  he  came  here.  Notwithstand- 
ing  discouragements  he  pushed  ahead,  and  the  re- 
sult proves  the  wisdom  of  his  course. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  Hessen,  Germany, 
and  was  born  in  1828  to  Peter  and  Christina 
(Bridenbauh)  Stumpf.  Peter  was  a  son  of  Henry 
and  Mary  Stumpf,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
F'atlierland,  where  the  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation and  also  followed  the  trade  of  a  black- 
smith. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  in  1795  and 
learned  of  his  father  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith, 
which  he  followed  in  his  native  land.  He  was 
married  to  the  mother  of  our  subject  when  about 
twenty-eight  years  old,  and  her  people  were  well- 
to-do  farmers  in  Germany.  To  them  were  born 
eight  children:  Henr^',  a  blacksmith  in  Germany; 
Mary  and  Katie,  who  died  when  young  in  j'ears; 
Michael,  our  subject;  Christina,  who  died  in  the  i 
United  States;  George,  who  also  died  in  this  coun- 
try; Catherine,  who  is  the  wife  of  John  Herringer 
and  lives  in  Belleville;  and  John,  a  school  teacher   j 


in  the  Fatherland.  The  parents  of  this  family 
died  in  1871  and  1841,  respectively. 

Young  Michael  received  his  education  in  the 
model  schools  of  his  native  country,  completing  it 
when  but  fourteen  years  old.  He  also  learned  the 
trade  of  his  father,  in  connection  with  which  he 
worked  on  a  farm.  In  1848  he  decided  to  see 
what  America  held  in  store  for  him  and  accord- 
ingly set  sail,  making  the  journey  alone.  He  at 
once  came  to  this  state  and  made  his  home  for  a 
time  with  an  uncle,  who  lived  in  this  county,  near 
Waterloo.  For  a  period  of  seven  years  he  was 
engaged  in  working  out  by  the  month  on  farms  in 
that  neighborhood,  but  in  185.5,  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  commenced  farming  on  his  own  account. 
At  the  time  of  his  coming  here,  Mr.  Stum])f  had 
but  fifty  cents  left  with  which  to  start  in  life,  but 
by  economical  habits  and  hard  work  he  was  soon 
enabled  to  buy  a  tract  of  eight}-  acres,  and  this  is 
still  in  his  possession.  But  being  of  an  ambitious 
turn  of  mind,  he  was  not  satisfied  with  this  small 
piece  of  property,  and  at  once  set  about  to  add 
more  to  his  original  purchase.  This  he  did  from 
time  to  time,  and  is  now  the  deserving  owner  of 
seven  hundred  and  sixty-two  splendid  acres.  The 
farm  is  stocked  with  all  that  goes  to  make  up  a 
good  estate,  and  the  family  occupj-  a  comfortable 
and  commodious  residence.  Mr.  Stumpf  has  al- 
ways been  keenl}'  alive  to  the  interests  of  the 
township  and  county,  and  has  been  an  important 
factor  in  promoting  them.  He  is  known  through- 
out the  count\-,  and  is  one  of  its  leading  and  most 
prosperous  agriculturists. 

The  maiden  name  of  the  lady  who  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject  was  Rebecca  Ilueli,  a  daughter 
of  Gottleib  and  Caroline  (Holzhaus)  Huch.  She 
has  borne  her  husband  nine  children,  of  whom 
one  died  in  infancy.  The  living  are,  Louis,  who 
maraied  Rosetta  Taake;  Herman,  who  is  mar- 
ried to  Mary  Mummert;  Fritz,  who  married  Mar- 
garet Mehrtens;  Heniy,  who  married  ]\Iargaret 
Klohr;  Caroline,  who  is  the  wife  of  George  Klohr; 
Margaret,  who  married  William  Taake;  Christina, 
the  wife  of  Christ  Gumniershinier;  and  Kate,  who  is 
single  and  at  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stumpf  have 
twenty-one  grandchildren.  They  are  devoted 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  to- 
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wards  the  support  of  which  they  are  liberal  and 
constant  contributors.  Politically  our  subject  is 
conservative  and  prefers  to  cast  bis  vote  for  the 
best  man,  irrespective  of  part^'  principles.  He  is  a 
raau  of  <i;ood  habits,  and  unlimited  i)raise  is  right- 
fully bestowed  upon  him  for  the  noble  manner  in 
which  lie  has  battled  with  the  trials  and  privations 
that  the  poor  are  compelled  to  endure. 


^=^EORGE  W.  CLARK,  the  efficient  and  popu- 
(l|  (=  lar  Sheriff  of  Perry  County,  living  in 
^^J(i'  Pinckneyville,  was  born  eight  miles  west  of 
this  place,  on  what  is  known  as  Lost  Prairie,  Sep- 
tember 6,  1835.  His  father,  Alexander  Clark,  was 
born  in  South  Carolina  in  1804.  The  grandfather 
also  bore  the  name  of  Alexander,  and  was  of  Irish 
lineage.  The  familj*  located  in  Perry  Countj'  long 
before  the  state  was  admitted  to  the  LTnion,and  its 
members  are  numbered  among  the  honored  pio- 
neers. Alexander,  Jr.,  was  the  eldest  of  three 
brothers.  He  married  Ruth  Teague,  a  native  of 
Kentucky,  whose  parents  were  also  pioneers  of 
Perry  Count}'.  The  marriage  license  granted  to 
Mr.  Clark  and  Miss  Teague  was  the  first  one  issued 
in  this  county.  The  lady  died  in  1856,  and  Mr. 
Clark  died  in  Missouri  in  1862,  having  removed 
to  that  state  just  prior  to  the  breaking  out  of  the 
late  war.  His  brother  John  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War,  and  his  brother  William  (now 
deceased),  was  a  prosperous  and  prominent  mer- 
chant in  Old  Liberty,  Jackson  Count}',  111. 

Our  subject  had  three  brothers.  The  eldest, 
Capt.  John  J.  Clark,  was  a  soldier  in  the  Sixth 
Illinois  Cavalry  and  served  throughout  the  late 
war.  He  is  now  engaged  in  carpenter  work  in 
Danville,  Worth  County,  Mo.  S.  R.  is  also  a  resi- 
dent of  that  county,  where  he  has  served  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace  for  the  past  twenty  j'ears.  Isaac  M., 
the  youngest  brother,  died  in  Missouri,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-two. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  George  W.  Clark  was 
reared,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  old 
time  log  schoolhouse.  He  began  farming  on  his 
own  account  when  he  had  reached  man's  estate, 
and  was  thus  employed  until  1862,  when  he  joined 


the  boys  in  blue  of  Company  F,  Eightieth  Illinois 
Infantry.  He  was  made  a  Sergeant,  later  became 
Orderly-Sergeant,  afterward  was  promoted  to  First 
Lieutenant,  and  as  such  commanded  his  compan}- 
for  some  time.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Stone 
River,  and  was  then  detached  with  a  party  under 
Colonel  Straight,  of  Ohio,  to  make  a  reconnoitre  in 
the  south.  This  party  was  surprised  and  captured 
at  Sand  Mountains,  not  far  from  Rome,  Ga.,  and 
was  confined  in  Libby  Prison,  but  after  a  short  time 
was  parolled  and  sent  to  Annapolis,  and  later  to 
St.  Louis. 

In  July,  1863,  Mr.  Clark  was  detailed  to  take 
parolled  rebel  soldiers  to  Nashville  and  deliver 
them  to  the  authorities  of  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment, after  which  he  joined  the  main  army  and 
was  placed  in  charge  of  bridges  in  Georgia.  Sub- 
sequently he  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Lookout 
Mountain,  Missionary  Ridge,  Buzzard's  Roost  and 
Atlanta,  and  started  with  Sherman  to  the  sea,  but 
at  Kenesaw  Mountain  was  sent  with  a  detachment 
to  intercept  Hood  at  Pulaski,  Tenn.  He  took  part 
in  the  battles  c'  Franklin  and  Nashville,  and  was 
engaged  in  detached  duty  at  Huntsville,  Ala., 
where  he  remained  until  honorably  discliarged 
June  27,  1865. 

Mr.  Clark  had  contracted  rheumatism  during  his 
service,  and  on  his  return  was  no  longer  able  to 
engage  in  farming,  so  sold  his  land  and  began 
merchandising  in  Pinckneyville.  Later  he  engaged 
in  the  milling  business.  In  1876,  he  served  as 
Deputy  Sheriff,  and  in  1890  was  elected  Sheriff  of 
Perry  Count}',  which  position  he  is  now  credita- 
bly and  acceptably  filling.  Like  his  family  for 
generations  past,  he  supports  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  the  first  Democrat  that  ever  filled  the  otflce 
of  Sheriff,  to  which  position  he  was  elected  by  a 
majority  of  four  hundred,  a  fact  which  indicates 
his  great  popularity.  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason  and  an  Odd  Fellow,  and  has  filled  all  the 
offices  in  the  latter  order. 

In  1855,  Mr.  Clark  married  Miss  Margaret  M. 
Killingsworth,  who  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
but  spent  her  early  life  in  Tennessee,  and  came  to 
Illinois  when  a  young  lady  of  eighteen.  Her  fa- 
ther, William  Killingsworth,  died  in  Tennessee 
during  her   early  childhood.     To   Mr.   and  Mrs. 
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Clark  were  born  seven  children.  Sarah  ,1.  is  now 
tiie  wife  of  E.  .).  Ilarriss,  Deputy  County  Clerk  of 
Perry  County,  by  whom  she  has  three  children, 
Turner,  Ilershei  and  Herbert;  Clara  J.  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  Curtis,  Jailer  of  Perry  County,  who  is 
also  engasrcd  in  the  livery  business,  and  they  have 
three  ehildron,  George,  Hertha  and  Viva;  Mar- 
guerite is  the  wife  of  Marshal  Marlow,  and  has  a 
son,  Clarence;  William  K.  is  engaged  in  the  insur- 
ance business;  George  E.  is  attending  school,  and 
one  son  and  one  daughter  died  in  childhood.  Mr. 
Clark  is  a  worthy  representative  of  an  honored 
pioneer  family, and  is  a  prominent  and  progressive 
citizen,  who  has  many  warm  friends  throughout 
the  community. 


\}l^^  ENRY  R.  WINTHROP,  who  resides  on  sec- 
Ij.  tion  36,  Tamaroa  Precinct,  Perry  County, 
was  born  on  the  30th  of  August,  1852,  in 
the  community  which  is  still  his  home.  His 
father,  Charles  Edward  Roger  Winthrop,  was  born 
in  Stamford,  Conn..  October  8,  1816,  and  there  ac- 
quired his  education.  When  a  young  man  he  was 
employed  m  a  drug  store,  but  not  liking  that  work 
he  engaged  with  an  engineering  corps  in  the  state 
of  Michigan,  and  also  upon  the  route  of  the  Erie 
Railroad.  At  length  he  determined  to  turn  his 
face  westward  and  seek  a  home  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley.  He  located  in  Paradise  Prairie,  Perry 
County,  in  the  winter  of  1839,  and  here  resided 
for  nearly  half  a  century.  He  was  known  through- 
out the  county,  and  left  a  record  which  entitles 
his  memory  to  the  highest  respect  and  regard  of 
his  fellow-citizens.  When  he  first  came  to  the 
county  he  lived  in  a  log  cabin.  He  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  at  once  began  plowing 
and  planting  it.  In  the  course  of  time  it  was 
made  to  3icld  him  abundant  harvests,  and  his  farm 
became  one  of  the  best  in  the  neighborhood.  He 
extended  its  boundaries  from  time  to  time  until 
he  became  one  of  the  extensive  land  owners  of  the 
county,  as  well  a.s  one  of  its  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens. 

Mr.  Winthrop  began  his  oHicial  career  in    1852, 
being  appointed  by  the  County  Court  as  Drainage 


Commissioner,  in  which  position  he  served  until 
December  4,  1854.  During  this  time  he  sold  the 
large  tracts  of  land  in  Perry  County,  designated 
as  swamp  lands,  under  which  sale  the  school  debt 
of  over  !i*l,0(l()  w.is  paid.  He  next  served  as  School 
Commissioner  of  Perr3'  County,  and  in  1861  was 
elected  County  Judge,  in  which  capacity  he  served 
four  years.  During  that  time  the  County  Jail  was 
erected,  and  the  Cairo  .Short  Line  Railroad  was 
completed  and  put  in  operation,  as  was  also  the 
Chester  <fe  Tamaroa  Railroad.  Mr.  Winthrop  was 
also  Township  Treasurer  for  over  twent^'-five  years. 
He  was  appointed  administrator  of  various  estates, 
and  in  all  public  duties  was  ever  found  faithful 
and  true.  In  politics  he  was  a  stalwart  Republican, 
and  socially  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  and  Odd 
Fellows'  societies,  in  which  he  held  every  office. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
and  died  in  that  faith  June  26,  1888. 

On  the  24th  of  February,  1842,  Mr.  Winthrop 
wus  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Delilah  Lipe, 
daughter  of  Jonas  and  P^sther  Lipe.  They  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet 
living.  John  S.,  the  eldest,  who  was  born  October 
21,  1844,  in  Tamaroa  Precinct,  was  reared  on  the 
old  homestead.  He  attended  school  and  aidc^  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm  until  twenty-four  years  of 
age,  when  his  father  gave  him  his  start  in  life  by 
buying  him  a  farm  of  eighty  acres.  To  this  he  has 
added  until  he  now  owns  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  acres,  being  one  of  the  largest  land  owners  of 
the  count3%  He  now  makes  a  specialty'  of  sheep- 
raising.  He  was  married  October  22,  1868,  to 
Mary  A.,  daughter  of  Isaac  Padrick,  a  farmer  of 
Tamaroa  Precinct.  They  have  nine  children: 
Charles  O.,  who  married  Maggie  E.,  daughter  of 
John  A.  Gee,  a  farmer  of  Tamaroa  Precinct;  EtHe 
M.,  wife  of  Solomon  T.  Walker,  a  farmer  of  Du 
Quoin  Precinct;  John  C,  Elsie  E.,  Katie  L.,  Ellen 
G.,  (Jracie  V.,  Zella  P.  and  Hah  B.  The  father  of 
this  familj'  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  He  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Slissionary  Baptist 
Church. 

Henry  R.  Winthrop,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch,  is  the  second  of  the  family,  and  the  sister, 
Susan  R.,  is  the  wife  of  William  D.  Eaton,  a  school 
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teacher  residing  in  Tamaroa  Precinct.  Our  sub- 
ject was  reared  upon  the  old  homestead,  and  ac- 
quired his  education  in  the  common  schools.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-five  he  received  from  his  father 
seventy-five  acres  of  land  with  which  to  begin  life 
on  liis  own  account.  As  his  financial  resources  in- 
creased, he  made  other  piu'chases,  until  he  now  has 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acres — a  valuable  and 
productive  tract.  He  is  successfully  carrying  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

On  the  18th  of  October,  1876,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  H.  R.  Winthrop  and  Martha  Hut- 
son,  daughter  of  Chamberlain  Hutson,  a  farmer  of 
Tamaroa  precinct.  Five  children  grace  this  union, 
Carrie  E.,  Dempsey,  Hanlan  H.,  Elsie  E.  and  Sylva 
L.  They  also  lost  two  children.  Daphne  B.  and 
Stella  M.  Mr.  Winthrop  is  a  man  of  domestic 
tastes  and  habits  and  does  not  seek  official  honors. 
He  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  Those  who 
know  him  esteem  him  highly,  for  he  is  a  man  of 
sterling  worth  and  strict  integrity — a  worthy  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families 
of  the  county. 

The  family  of  which  our  subject  is  an  honored 
representative  has  been  identified  with  the  history 
of  this  country  from  a  very  early  period,  and  has 
furnished  many  distinguished  men,  both  in  civic 
and  military  life.  The  line  of  descent  is  as  fol- 
lows: Adam,  Adam,  Adam,  John  (Governor  of 
Massachusetts),  John  (Governor  of  Connecticut), 
AVait  Still  (wlio  was  Chief  Justice  of  Massa- 
chusetts), John,  John  8.,  Francis  B.,  John  S., 
Charles  E.  R.,  and  Henry  R.,  of  this  sketch.  Adam 
Winthrop  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Groton,  Suf- 
folk, England,  and  his  grandson,  John,  was  the 
first  Governor  of  Massachusetts.  The  next  in 
direct  descent  was  John  Winthrop,  who  was  the 
first  Governor  of  Connecticut,  and  who  founded 
New  London. 

In  that  city  the  family  lived  until  shortly  be- 
fore the  Revolutionary  War,  when  Francis  B.  came 
to  New  York.  He  married  Alice  Maiston,  and 
their  eldest  son  was  John  S.,  our  subject's  grand- 
father. The  latter  chose  as  his  wife  Harriet  Rog- 
ers, and  at  his  demise  left  four  sons,  Henry  R., 
John  S.,  Charles  and  Francis  B.  (deceased.)  Of 
his  daughters  only  one  now  survives,  Susan.     A 


younger  brother  of  Francis  B.  removed  to  Boston 
after  the  Revolution,  and  from  him  the  Winthrops 
of  that  city  are  descended.  William,  a  younger 
brother  of  our  subject's  grandfather,  went  back  to 
New  London,  where  some  of  his  children  still  re- 
side. Francis  B.,  another  brothc',  settled  in  New 
Haven,  and  at  his  death  left  two  sons,  Theodore, 
who  was  killed  in  the  late  war;  and  Colonel  Will- 
iam Winthrop,  U.  S.  A.  Thomas  Charles,  the 
j'oungest  brother  of  Grandfather  AVinthrop,  lived 
in  New  York  and  had  a  large  family  of  children, 
among  whom  was  Major-General  Frederick  Win- 
throp, who  was  killed  at  Five  Forks.  Still  another 
branch  of  the  family  in  New  York  is  descended 
from  another  brother  of  Francis  B.,  of  Revolution- 
ary times,  who  married  a  Miss  Stuyvcsant. 
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\f  O  H  N  FLEMING,  deceased,  w.as  a  well 
known  citizen  of  Randolph  County.  Among 
the  several  countries  which  have  contributed 
from  time  to  time  to  this  land,  Scotland 
stands  conspicuous.  From  her  shores  we  have  re- 
ceived some  of  our  best  citizens.  From  a  promi- 
nent and  honored  family  of  that  country  came  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  In  1840,  his  father's  family 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic,  and  besides  the  parents, 
Jaraes  and  Elizabeth  (Patten)  Fleming,  there 
were  three  sonsand  two  daughters:  William;  Chris- 
tina, who  afterward  became  the  wife  of  Amos  T.ng- 
gart;  James;  John,  and  Elizabeth,  who  married 
James  H.  Conant.  Jaraes  and  Christina  both  died 
in  this  county.  William  and  Ellizabeth  are  still 
living  here,  and  are  prom.inent  and  highly  re- 
spected people  of  the  communit3-. 

When  the  family  arrived  in  this  country  the  fa- 
ther made  his  way  to  Randolph  County',  111.,  and 
purchased  a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres  near  the 
old  town  of  Randolph.  There  he  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  his  death  in  1857.  John 
Fleming,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in 
Scotland,  April  5,  1830,  and  his  childhood  home 
was  near  Glasgow.  He  was  a  lad  of  ten  summers 
at  the  time  of  the  emigration  of  the  family  to 
America.  From  that  time  until  his  death  he  re- 
sided continuously-  in  Randolph  County.     He  was 
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reared  in  the  usual  mnniu'r  of  f:iinier  lads,  and  tlic 
public  schools  afforded  him  his  educational  i)rivi- 
leges.  On  the  31st  of  March,  18;')'.),  lie  was  nianied 
to  Miss  Mary  Craig,  daughter  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Curry)  Craig. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleming  began  their  domestic 
life  upon  a  farm,  the  same  on  which  the  lad}'  yet 
resides.  It  is  now  a  valuable  estate  and  includes 
several  hundred  acres  of  ver.y  productive  land, 
which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  It  is 
supplied  with  never  failing  s|)rings,  and  is  fur- 
nished with  all  the  conveniences  and  accessories  of 
a  model  fanii.  The  home  is  a  palatial  one,  and 
stands  on  one  of  the  most  romantic  and  beautiful 
sites  in  this  localitj'.  Tradition  saj'S  that  an  Indian 
village  once  occupied  the  hill  on  which  it  is  built, 
and  the  arrowheads,  stone  hatchets  and  other  uten- 
sils and  implements  give  credence  to  this  stor}'. 

Mrs.  Fleming  also  came  of  an  old  Scotch  fam- 
ily, and  was  about  tlir.ee  years  old  when,  in  1840, 
her  parents  crossed  the  brin^-  deep  to  Ameiica. 
llcr  father  was  in  good  circumstances,  but  he 
wished  to  live  in  a  land  of  liberty.  Taking  up  his 
residence  in  Randoli)h  County,  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  fanning,  which  he  followed  throughout 
his  remaining  days.  The  members  of  his  family 
who  still  survive  arc,  William  .1  ,  a  prominent  citi- 
zen; Eliza,  wife  of  Andrew  Douglas;  .lane,  wife  of 
William  McAdam;  Sarah,  wife  of  Arthur  McKinny; 
,)anet,  wife  of  Martin  Kirkwood,  and  Mrs.  Flem- 
ing. All  are  wealthy  people  and  are  well  known 
throughout  the  county.  Robert  Craig,  an  uncle 
of  Mrs.  Fleming,  left  Scotland  when  a  young  man 
aixl  went  to  Russia,  lie  built  u|i  a  large  manu- 
facturing business  near  St.  Petersburg,  and  became 
one  of  the  wealthiest  merchants  of  that  region. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fleming  were  born  eight 
children.  Mar}',  wife  of  lion.  11.  Clay  Ilorner,  a 
leading  attorney  of  Chester,  died  in  1890;  Anges 
became  the  wife  of  William  Allison,  of  Chester,  and 
died  in  1885;  .James  Franklin  died  at  the  age  of 
two  years;  Klizabeth  is  the  wife  of  E.  .1.  Allison,  a 
prt)mincnt  merchant  of  Chester;  .John  married  Ella 
Graiinaman  and  resides  in  Randolph  Count}'; 
Sarah  Virginia,  Arthur  TJordon  and  JIaud  are  still 
with  their  mother.  The  members  of  the  family  all 
belong  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  the 
20 


coinmunily  where  they  livi'd  are  highly  respected 
citizens,  holding  enviable  i)Ositions  in  social  cir- 
cles. Mr.  Fleming  was  a  man  of  sterling  worth 
and  strict  integrity,  who  won  the  confidence  and 
high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in  contact. 
He  possessed  the  best  characteristics  of  his  Scotch 
ancestors,  and  the  sturdy  independence  and  fidelity 
to  duty  which  mark  his  lace  were  strongly  mani- 
fested in  him. 


\lL^  ON.  G.  H.  C.  BODEKER  is  the  M.ayor  of 
|!  Murphysboro.  This  history  would  be  in- 
complete without  his  sketch,  for  in  social, 
))  political  and  business  circles  he  occupies  a 
very  prominent  and  influential  position.  He  is  a 
wholesale  and  retail  dealer  in  ice,  is  .agent  for  the 
E.Kcelsior  Brewing  Company  of  St.  Louis,  and  is  a 
stockholder.  Treasurer  and  Director  in  the  Big 
Muddy  Coal  and  Coke  Company  of  Dc  Soto,  111. 
Through  the  legitimate  channels  of  business  he  has 
won  success  and  gained  a  comfortable  competence. 

Mr.  Bodeker  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  near 
where  Forest  Park  is  now  situated,  July  3,  1843. 
His  father,  John  Bodeker,  was  born  in  Germany 
and  there  engaged  in  merchandising.  Coming  to 
America,  he  carried  on  a  boarding  house  near  St. 
Louis,  and  opened  a  coal  mine  ncarShnw's Garden. 
In  1873,  he  came  to  Murphysboro,  where  he  lived 
retired  until  his  de:ith.  at  the  age  of  seventy-six. 
He  wed<led  Marguerita  R.  Teuken,  a  native  of  tier- 
man}',  and  they  became  the  parents  of  three  sons  and 
three  daughters,  who  grew  to  manhood  and  woman- 
hooil.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
quite  wealthy,  and  owned  a  line  of  steamers  plying 
between  Germany  and  Austria. 

At  a  very  early  age,  Mr.  Bodeker  of  this  sketch 
began  earning  his  own  livelihood,  and  worked  at 
coal  mining  for  some  years.  In  18(!1  he  enlisted 
in  Company  B,  Fifteenth  Mi-ssouri  Militia  of  Coal 
Miners,  but  after  thirty  d.ays  the  company  was 
honorably  discharged,  for  the  gun-boats  could  not 
move  on  account  of  needing  coal.  In  18G2,  our 
subject  located  in  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County,  III., 
where  he  worked  for  three  years,  and  then  leased 
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and  opened  up  a  mine  at  Fniitland,  Calhoun 
County.  In  the  fall  of  1868  he  went  to  Alma,  and 
in  January,  1869,  came  to  Murphysboro. 

For  a  very  .short  time  Mr.  Bodeker  worked  in 
the  mines,  and  then  aided  in  tlie  organization  of 
the  Miners'  Union,  of  which  he  was  Treasurer,  but 
during  the  strike  of  1870,  he  severed  his  connec- 
tion with  it  and  embarked  in  the  ice  business.  Not 
long  afterward  he  became  agent  for  the  brewing 
compan}-.  His  trade  in  ice  gradually  increased, 
and  he  is  now  doing  a  large  wholesale  and  retail 
business.  In  the  southern  part  of  the  city  be  owns 
forty  acres  of  land,  including  Bodeker's  Lake, 
where  he  has  three  ice  houses,  100x40,  30x40  and 
40x60  feet  resjjectively.  He  has  steam  power  and 
an  elevator,  and  an  endless  chain,  and  for  conven- 
ience in  sliipping  has  built  a  switch  track  from  the 
Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad.  In  1880  he  bought  and 
opened  mines  at  De  Soto,  which  are  now  owned 
by  a  stock  companj',  of  which  he  is  Treasurer. 
The}'  have  two  hundred  acres  of  coal  land,  and 
employment  is  furnished  to  one  hundred  and  fif- 
teen men.  In  addition  to  the  interests  above 
mentioned  he  owns  a  handsome  residence  and 
Bodeker's  Hall,  besides  other  valuable  property. 

In  1869  Mr.  Bodeker  was  married  to  Margaret 
Wilson,  a  native  of  Chester,  III.,  and  a  daughter 
of  George  Wilson,  who  was  born  in  Scotland.  In 
early  life  the  father  was  a  shoemaker,  but  after 
coming  to  this  country  engaged  in  mining,  and 
operated  the  Dorchester  Mine  at  Mt.  Carbon  until 
his  death.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Jane  Wallace,  was  also  born  in  Scotland.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Bodeker  have  a  family  of  five  cliildren: 
Henry,  Charles,  Martha,  Nellie  and  Nora. 

Mr.  Bodeker  takes  a  very  prominent  part  in 
local  politics,  and  is  a  stalwart  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  part}'.  In  1871  he 
was  elected  Alderman,  and  from  1876  until  1880 
again  filled  that  office.  In  1883  he  was  once  more 
elected  to  that  position,  which  he  then  filled  until 
1889.  His  frequent  re-election  to  that  office  indi- 
cates his  fidelit}'  to  duty,  his  popularity  and  the 
confidence  reposed  in  him.  In  April,  1893,  he  was 
elected  Mayor  on  the  Republican  ticket  and  is  now 
acceptably  filling  the  position.  Socially  he  is  iden- 
tified with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 


the  Ancient  Order  of  United   Workmen   and  the 
Knights  of  Honor. 

Mr.  Bodeker  is  also  the  owner  of  forty  acres, 
half  of  which  is  laid  out  as  a  park.  In  1890  he 
built  a  dam  and  made  an  artificial  lake  covering 
six  acres,  which  is  well  stocked  with  fish,  and  thus 
boating  and  fishing  are  supplied.  He  has  also 
been  instrumental  in  organizing  and  establishing 
various  otiier  enterprises  of  the  city,  and  has  ever 
borne  a  prominent  part  in  those  interests  which 
are  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit.  He  is 
indeed  a  valued  citizen  and  one  worthy  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  held. 


H' 


H 


'yp  OHN  STOELZLE.one  of  the  self-made  men, 
who  through  industry,  enterprise  and  per- 
severance has  worked  his  way  upward  from 
an  humble  position  to  one  of  influence,  is 
now  a  dealer  in  hardware  in  Murph3'sboro.  He  was 
born  in  Belleville.  III.,  December  17,  1857.  and  is  a 
son  of  John  Stoelzle,  a  native  of  (Germany,  who  on 
emigrating  to  America  located  in  Columbia,  III., 
where  he  located  a  brewery  and  carried  on  busi- 
ness until  his  death.  He  married  Apolonia  Keclin, 
wiio  was  also  born  in  the  Fatherland,  and  after  the 
death  of  Mr.  Stoelzle,  she  became  the  wife  of 
Henry  Kraus,  who  carried  on  a  machine  shop  in 
Evansville,  III.  In  1871  tliey  came  to  Murphys- 
boro, and  Mr.  Kraus  is  now  the  oldest  man  in  the 
Mt.  Carbon  shops  of  tlie  (irand  Tower  A:  Cairo 
Railroad. 

Our  subject  was  the  only  child  of  the  first  mar- 
riage, but  by  the  second  union  were  born  five  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  yet  living.  At  the  age  of 
five  he  accompanied  his  mother  to  Evansville,  and 
when  a  youth  of  thirteen  came  to  Murphysboro. 
He  began  work  in  the  shops  of  the  Mt.  Carbon 
Coal  &  INIining  Company,  and  continued  as  a  la- 
borer until  eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  was 
made  weighmaster  and  timekeeper,  holding  these 
positions  until  1881.  He  then  returned  and  em- 
barked in  business  for  himself  as  proprietor  of  a 
meat  market  on  Chestnut  Siieet,  where  he  carried 
on  operations  for  two  years.  In  1883  he  estab- 
lished a  hardware  store  on  Chestnut  Street  on  a 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


581 


small  scale.  Ili.s  business,  however,  constantly  in- 
creased, and  in  1892  he  bought  out  the  firm  of 
Iluthiiiatiier  &  Co.,  dealers  in  hardware.  The  same 
year  he  admitted  to  partnership  his  brother,  Henry 
Kraus,  and  they  now  carry  on  business  under  the 
(irni  name  of  Stuelzlcit  lirt)tlier.  They  occupy  the 
twH>  tloors  and  basement  of  a  double  store,  35x60 
feet.  In  the  basement  they  have  oils  and  paints, 
on  the  first  lloor  is  tlioir  shelf  and  heavy  hard- 
ware, stoves  and  tinware,  and  the  second  floor  is 
used  as  a  storeroom  for  plows  and  stoves.  They 
have  the  largest  hardware  business  in  the  city. 

In  188;?,  in  JMurphysboro,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Stoelzleand  Miss  Christina  Daniel, 
a  native  of  Belleville,  111.,  and  a  daugliter  of  Se- 
bastian Daniel,  who  was  formerly  a  baker  of  Mur- 
physboro,  but  is  now  deceased.  They  have  three 
children,  a  son  and  two  daughters,  John,  Lizzie 
and  Irene. 

Mr.  Stoelzle  owns  his  own  home,  which  is  a 
|)leasant  residence  in  the  Second  Ward.  He  has 
served  as  School  Director  one  term,  and  in  poli- 
tics is  a  supporter  of  the  Republican  jiarty.  He 
holds  membership  with  St.  Andrew's  Catholic 
Church.  His  honesty  and  integrity  are  unques- 
tioned.'and  good  business  ability  and  well  directed 
efforts  have  won  him  a  merited  success  and  placed 
him  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  leading  mercantile 
Cfnieerns  of  Murphysboro. 


-=1^+^- 


[S_ 


EDWARD  R.  NKILL,  I'li.  O..  is  the  owner  of 
the  Neill  Block, of  Murphysboro, and  the  fine 
,M  -"  drug  store  therein,  an  estal)lishmenl  which 
would  be  an  ornament  to  a  city  of  greater  size 
than  the  thriving  one  in  which  it  is  located.  Mr. 
iS'cill  was  born  in  Rushville,  Schuyler  County,  111., 
May  21,  1870,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Lyde 
(Jones)  Neill.  The  grandfather,  Charles  Neill,  of 
Scotch  descent,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
state,  and  served  as  Sheriff  and  County  Clerk  of 
Schuyler  County.     His  wife  is  still  living. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  and  reared 
in  Sc'huyler  County,  where  he  still  makes  his  home. 
In  former  years  he  was  a  wholesale  dealer  in 
broom  corn.     For  eight  years  he  served  as  Sheriff 


of  his  native  county,  and  has  been  Deputy  Sheriff 
for  twelve  years,  which  position  he  still  fills.  He 
is  a  higlily  res|)Octed  citizen,  widely  known.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  religious  belief 
he  is  a  Methodist.  Kdward  R.  is  their  only  child. 
He  was  reared  in  Rushville  and  was  educated  in  the 
high  school  and  the  Rushville  Normal  and  Business 
College,  completing  the  course  in  that  institution. 
During  his  boyhood  he  began  clerking  in  a  drug 
store,  and  in  188',»  entered  the  pharmacy  depart- 
ment of  the  Northwestern  rniversity  of  Evanston, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  February  2-4,  1890, 
with  the  degree  of  Ph.  G.  When  his  college  course 
was  coin|jletcd,  he  accepted  a  position  as  salesman 
with  the  firm  of  Buck  it  Raynor,  of  Chicago,  and 
later  became  city  buyer  for  that  establishment, 
with  which  he  continued  until  the  21th  of  Decem- 
ber, 1892.  He  then  gave  notice  to  the  firm  that 
he  expected  to  leave,  and  as  he  had  been  a  valua- 
ble employe,  it  w^as  with  great  reluctance  that  the}' 
saw  him  depart. 

Mr.  Neill  was  married  on  the  21st  of  January, 

1891,  to  Miss  Minnie  M.  Smith,  a  native  of  Cape 
Girardeau,  Mo.,  and  a  daughter  of  C.  C.  and  Mary 
E.  Smith.  She  was  educated  in  St.  Louis,  and  is 
a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Neill  has  been  born  one  son,  Floyd  S. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Smith  occurred  in  November, 

1892,  and  our  subject  came  to  this  jjlace  to  help 
settle  u|)  his  Inisiness.  He  then  decided  to  locate 
here,  and  purchased  the  two  lots  at  the  corner  of 
Walnut  and   Blauchard   Streets   in    the  spring  of 

1893,  immediately  begiiiiiing  the  erection  of  the 
fine  block,  48x65  feet.  Jt  is  two  stories  in  height, 
with  a  basement,  and  Mr.  Neill  occupies  the  fine 
corner  store,  which  is  25.\65  fi-et.  It  is  finished 
in  (juartcr-sawed  oak,  and  is  furnished  with  fine 
show  cases,  combination  counters,  a  handsome 
Arctic  soda  fountain,  etc.  The  |)lace  is  indeed 
complete  in  all  its  appointments.and  the  drugstore 
is  the  best  equipped  in  the  county.  Jlr.  Neill  is  a 
competent  i)harmacist.  and  although  he  has  been 
in  business  here  but  a  few  months,  he  is  already 
securing  from  the  public  a  liberal  patronage. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Neill  is  a  Democrat, 
but  has  never  been  an  office  seeker.  He  belongs 
to  the  State  Pharmaceutical  Association,  is  Prelate 
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of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge,  and  Master  of 
Finance  of  the  K.  M.  K.  C.  His  wife  holds  mem- 
bersliip  with  the  Lutheran  Cluirch. 


iiF^  TKPHEN  NASH  owns  and  operates  one 
^^^  huuflred  and  seventy  acres  of  laud  on  sec- 
lll/_3)  tion  4,  township  5,  range  1  west,  Perry 
County.  His  farm  is  one  of  the  best  in 
the  neighborhood,  being  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  well  improved.  Its  owner  ranks 
among  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  coraraunity 
and  well  deserves  to  be  thus  classed. 

Mr.  Nash  was  born  on  the  30th  of  August,  1818, 
in  New  York,  and  is  a  son  of  Stephen  and  Bathshua 
(Belknap)  Nash.  The  father  was  a  son  of  Lieut. 
Moses  Nasii,  of  Stockbridge,  Mass.,  an  officer  in  the 
Colonial  army.  .Stephen  Nash,  Sr.,  grew  to  man- 
hood and  acquired  his  education  in  his  native  town, 
where  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  tanner  and  currier. 
The  year  1822  witnessed  his  enigration  to  Illinois 
and  saw  him  located  in  Morgan  County,  wliere  he 
engaged  in  tanning  and  farming.  He  afterward 
removed  to  Hennepin.  Putnam  Count}-,  there  mak- 
ing his  home  until  liis  death,  which  occurred  .Sep- 
tember 19,  1878.  His  wife  was  a  native  of  Braltle- 
boro,  Vt.,  and  accompanied  her  parents  to  New 
York,  where  she  was  married. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nash  was  cele- 
brated January-  18,  1816,  and  was  blessed  with 
seven  children,  Mary  A.,  Stephen;  Elizabeth,  wife 
of  Africa  H.  Turner,  a  farmer  of  Putnam  County, 
HI.;  Asenath  B.,  wlio  married  Samuel  A.  Dixon,  of 
Greenwood  County,  Kan.;  Daniel  B.,  a  prominent 
lawyer,  who  for  more  than  thirty  j'ears  has  success- 
fully engaged  in  practice  in  Davenport,  Iowa; 
Martin,  a  well-to-do  citizen,  who  is  now  living  re- 
tired in  Putnam  Count}',  and  Lucj'  J.,  deceased. 

Mr.  Nash  whose  name  heads  this  record  spent 
his  earlier  life  in  work  upon  his  father's  farm  and 
in  a  tannery.  He  acquired  such  education  as  the 
limited  facilities  of  the  time  afforded.  Witli  the 
proceeds  derived  from  his  wages  while  working 
for  his  father  he  made  his  first  purchase  of  land,  a 
tract  of  eighty  acres,  and  began  farming  on  his 
own  account.     In  1866  he  came  to  Perry  County 


and  purchased  seventy  acres  of  his  present  farm, 
the  boundaries  of  which  he  has  since  extended  un- 
til now  one  hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  rich  land 
3'ield  to  him  a  golden  tribute  in  return  for  the 
care  and  cultivation  he  bestows  upon  it. 

On  the  10th  of  March,  1853,  Mr.  Nash  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Louisa  .1.,  daughter  of 
Nathan  Skeel,  Unto  them  were  born  tiiree  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  are  yet  living,  Linus  II.;  Edward, 
who  resides  in  Whiteside  County,  111.,  and  Lucy, 
wife  of  Zebede  Hampleman.  a  farmer  of  Paradise 
Prairie,  Perry  County. 

While  residing  in  Putuam  County,  Mr.  Nash 
held  the  office  of  School  Director,  and  the  same 
position  was  tendered  him  in  this  county,  but  he 
declined  it.  He  votes  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  has  never  sought  or  desired  political  prefer- 
ment. He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  is  regarded  as  a  man  of 
sterling  worth  and  is  very  popular  with  his  neigh- 
bors. The  name  Nash  is  of  Saxon  origin,  and  our 
subject  is  descended  from  a  long  line  of  illustrious 
ancestoi-s,  many  of  whom  fought  in  the  Revolu- 
tionarj-  War.  Although  seventy-five  years  of  age, 
he  is  yet  hale  and  hearty,  and  is  still  activel}'  en- 
gaged in  looking  after  his  farm. 


*^AMUEL  W.  WARD,  who  is  engaged  in 
^^^  the  clothing  business,  is  Superintendent 
J,  of  the  Murphysboro  Street  Railway  Com- 
pan}'.  He  is  manager  of  Logan  Park,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  enterprising  and  progressive  citi- 
zens of  Jackson  County,  and  the  prosperity  and 
advancement  of  the  community  is  due  in  no 
small  measure  to  his  efforts.  He  w.as  born  Febru- 
ary 23,  1862,  in  Cartersville,  111.,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henr\-  and  Lucy  A.  (Todd)  Ward,  the  former  a 
native  of  Litchfield  County,  Conn.,  while  the  lat- 
ter was  also  born  in  that  state.  In  the  family 
were  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
The  grandfather  of  our  subject  came  of  the  old 
Plymouth  Rock  stock,  and  w.as  a  native  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

Henry  Ward  was  reared  as  a  farmer  on  the  Con- 
necticut River,  and  when  he  reached  man's  estate 
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was  llieri'  married.  In  18.58  lie  came  west  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  at  Carbondalc,  where  he  secured  a 
tract  of  timber  land,  cleared  it,  and  developed  a 
line  farm  of  two  hundred  and  sixiy  acres.  On  the 
30th  of  .September,  1893,  was  celebrated  the  golden 
wedding  of  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Ward,  who  are  now  liv- 
ing retired  in  l)ii(Jiioin,  III. 

The  early  bo^'hood  da3's  of  our  subject  were 
spent  upon  the  home  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  eight 
lie  began  attending  school  in  C'arbondale.  He  was 
a  student  in  the  high  school  at  that  place,  and 
afterward  in  the  Southern  Illinois  Normal  School, 
where  he  pursued  a  business  course.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  began  clerking  in  a  clothing  store, 
and  thus  obtained  a  practical  business  knowledge. 
In  1881,  in  company  with  his  brother,  he  pur- 
chased a  stock  of  goods,  and  they  began  business 
under  the  firm  name  of  Ward  Brothers.  This  con- 
nection was  continued  until  1883,  when  the  part- 
nership was  dissolved.  The  previous  year  Samuel 
W.  had  come  to  Murphysboro  and  established  a 
store  under  the  name  of  Ward  tt  Solomon,  and  in 
1883  he  removed  thither,  lie  then  purchased  the 
interest  of  his  partner,  and  has  since  been  alone 
in  business,  carr3iiig  on  a  line  store,  stocked  with 
clothing,  men's  furnishing  goods,  hats  and  caps, 
boots  and  shoes,  and  trunks  and  valises.  This 
store  is  located  at  No.  6  East  Walnut  Street,  and 
the  building  is  20x6S  feet. 

Mr.  Ward  has  been  twice  married.  In  C'arljon- 
dale  he  married  Alice  A.,  daughter  of  the  late 
Vincent  lliiK  hciiff,  who  was  killed  in  the  William- 
son County  vendetta.  The  lady  was  born  in  Will- 
iamson County,  and  was  reared  in  tiie  convent  in 
.St.  Louis.  She  died  in  Murphysboro,  leaving  a 
daughter,  Elniina,  and  Mr.  Ward  has  since  wedded 
IMiss  .Julia  Wagner,  one  of  Illinois'  daughters. 

In  the  fall  of  1891.  our  subject  aided  in  the 
organization  of  the  Murphysboro  Street  Railway' 
Company,  and  has  since  been  one  of  its  Directors. 
The  road  was  completed  May  18,  1892,  and  he  has 
since  been  Superintendent.  He  was  also  one  of 
ten  men  who  established  Logan  Park.  The  tar 
line  runs  from  the  park  to  the  depot,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1894  the  company  expects  to  greatly  ex- 
tend its  lines  and  put  in  electric  power.  Mr. 
Ward   is  also  a    charter    member  of    the    Board  of 


Trade.     He  served  on  the  School  Board  for  three 

years,  and  (hiring  the  entire  period  was  its  Secre- 
tary. He  belongs  to  Mt.  Carbon  Lodge  No.  434, 
I.  O.  O.  K.,  of  which  he  is  Past  Noble  (iiand.  He 
is  a  charter  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias, 
and  belongs  to  the  ruiformed  Rank.  In  politics  he 
is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  has  been  delegate  to  the 
state  con  venli(jiis.  He  was  a  member  of  the  County 
Central  Committee,  and  Chairman  of  the  City 
Committee.  He  takes  a  commendable  interest  in 
everything  (lertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, and  has  been  proiniiienl  in  many  of  its 
public  enleriirises. 


^^^  QUIRE  OEORGE  KENNEDY  has  since 
^^^  May,  1851,  made  Ins  liome  in  Murphys- 
[j^_J||  boro,  and  is  numbered  among  its  honored 
pioneers.  It  is  said  that  the  history  of  a 
community  is  best  told  in  the  lives  of  its  citizens, 
and  this  is  certainly  true  of  the  records  of  the 
pioneers.  Our  subject  was  born  in  County  Armagh, 
Ireland,  on  the  24th  of  February  1822.  His  grand- 
father, (ieorge  Kennedy,  was  a  farmer  and  linen 
weaver  of  that  country.  The  family,  however, 
is  of  Scotch  descent,  (ieorge  Kennedy,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  followed  the  same  pursuits  as  the 
grandfather.  He  emigrated  to  America,  but  on 
account  of  ill  health  returned  to  the  Emerald  Isle, 
and  later  went  to  Scotland,  where  he  spent  his  last 
days.  He  married  .lane,  daughter  of  John  Cun- 
ningham, who  was  also  an  extensive  linen  weaver. 
Mrs.  Kennedy  emigrated  to  America,  locating  first 
in  Massachusetts,  and  thence  came  to  this  place, 
making  her  home  with  our  subject.  She  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, and  died 
at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  The  history  of  the  Cun- 
ningham family  can  be  traced  back  to  an  early  day. 
The  grandfather  of  the  .Squire's  grandfather  estab- 
lished the  first  foundry  in  Belfast,  Ireland. 

(ieorge  Kennedy,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
is  the  only  survivor  in  a  family  of  eight  children. 
He  was  reared  in  Ireland  and  educated  in  the  na- 
tional schools.  Prom  the  age  of  eleven  he  lived 
with  an  aunt.  Her  husband  was  a  weaver,  and 
with  him  George  learned  the  trade.     He  became  a 
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manufacturer  of  damask  linen  and  did  very  fine 
work.  In  1842  he  sailed  from  Belfast  to  Liver- 
pool and  tlien  crossed  the  Atlantic.  Me  made  his 
way  from  New  York  City  to  Boston,  and  began 
working  nt  the  bench  for  an  uncle,  making  shuttles, 
molds,  etc.  He  afterwards  entered  a  cabinet  shop 
and  subsequently  removed  to  Jersey  City,  N.  J.) 
thence  going  to  I'ittsbuig. 

In  18,51  Mr.  Kenned3'  went  down  the  Ohio  and 
,  up  the  Mississippi  Rivers  and  worked  near  Rock- 
wood  for  a  short  time,  but  after  a  few  weeks  came 
to  this  (ilace.  In  connection  with  his  brother  he 
built  a  house  for  Dr.  Logan,  and  continued  as  a 
builder  for  some  time.  He  also  erected  a  cabinet 
shop,  and  for  a  few  yeai-s  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  furniture  and  coffins.  The  brothers  put  up 
the  counters  and  shelves  for  the  first  store  in  Car- 
bondale  and  did  considerable  work  there.  For  a 
long  time  he  carried  on  a  store  in  Murphysboro, 
dealing  in  hardware,  stoves  and  agricultural  im- 
plements, but  at  length  he  sold  out  to  his  son.  He 
had  formerl}-  been  associated  with  M.  H.  Ross  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Kenned}'  &  Ross. 

In  1854  Mr.  Kenned}'  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Ellen  Ross,  a  native  of  A'ermont.  She 
died  in  1885.  Nine  children  were  born  unto  Ihem, 
six  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years:  Amelia,  widow 
of  F.  Smith;  Lizzie,  wife  of  James  H.  Martin; 
Anna,  at  home;  George,  who  is  agent  for  the 
Adams  P^xpress  Company  and  is  also  engaged  in 
the  livery  business;  Leonard,  who  is  in  theemploj' 
of  the  Southern  Express  Company  at  Memphis, 
Tenn.;  and  .John,  who  is  employed  in  the  County 
Clerk's  otlice. 

Few  men  are  more  familiar  with  the  history  of 
this  community  than  Squire  Kenned}'.  He  served 
from  1856  until  May,  18!t3,as  Justice  of  the  Peace. 
It  was  Mr.  Kennedy  who  bought  the  first  car  load 
of  wagons  ever  sent  to  this  county.  He  also  had 
some  of  the  first  buggies  and  farm  machinery.  He 
has  erected  a  fine  brick  business  block,  and  laid  out 
Kennedy's  Addition  to  the  town.  His  home  tic- 
eupies  a  tract  of  twenty  acres,  and  he  also  owns 
eighty  acres  of  highly  improved  land  in  -Somerset 
Township.  He  is  a  stockholder  and  director  in 
the  First  National  Bank,  and  was  one  of  the  organ- 
izers  and    is  a  stockholder  ^nd    director  in    the 


Southern  Illinois  Mill.  He  is  the  only  surviving 
charter  member  of  Amity  Lodge  No.  132, 1.  O.  O.  F., 
and  has  several  times  represented  it  in  the  Grand 
Lodge.  He  was  a  charter  member  of  the  first  Lu- 
theran Churcli,  and  is  still  serving  as  Trustee.  In 
politics  he  has  been  a  stalwart  Republican  since  the 
war.  Highly  respected  by  all  who  know  him,  he 
well  deserves  representation  in  this  volume,  for  he 
has  been. prominently  identified  with  the  history 
of  the  county  and  has  ever  borne  his  part  in  the 
work  of  upbuilding  and  advancement. 


UDGE  LEWIS  HAMMACK,  a  prominent 
and  well  known  attorney  of  southern  Illi- 
nois, now  living  in  Pinckneyville,  claims 
^  Tennessee  as  the  state  of  his  nativity.  He 
was  born  June  25,  1825.  and  is  a  son  of  Benjamin 
Hammack,  a  native  of  Virginia.  The  grandfather, 
Lewis  Hammack,  Sr.,  was  also  born  in  the  Old  Do- 
minion, and  came  of  an  old  family  that  was 
founded  in  that  state  at  an  early  day.  He  was  a 
farmer  and  local  Methodist  minister,  and  his  last 
days  were  spent  in  Tennessee.  He  had  one  son 
who  served  in  the  War  of  1812. 

Benjamin  Hammack  was  the  youngest  in  his 
father's  family.  After  his  marriage,  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Missouri,  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  year  1825,  when  the  Judge  was  a  child  of  six 
months.  By  trade  he  was  a  wheelwright,  and  in 
his  shop  on  his  farm  he  not  only  repaired  wagons, 
but  made  tables,  chairs,  spinning  wheels  and  looms. 
In  fact  he  was  handy  at  all  kinds  of  mechanical 
work.  After  two  }'ears  spent  in  Missouri,  he  re- 
moved to  Jackson  County,  III.,  and  in  1829  came 
to  Perry  County,  settling  two  and  a-half  miles 
northwest  of  the  place  where  the  town  of  Tamaroa 
now  stands.  In  1838,  he  removed  to  Holt's  Prai- 
rie, where  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years,  and 
then  went  to  Coon  Hill,  where  he  died  in  1873,  at 
the  age  of  seventy-three  years.  He  had  been  hon- 
ored with  the  office  of  County  Commissioner,  As- 
sessor, Justice  of  the  Peace  and  County  Treasurer, 
and  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  ability, 
being  highly  respected  by  all. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  was  formerly 
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Sarali  Hull,  was  born  in  Kentucky.  She  was  a 
(lauirliter  of  Richard  Mull,  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
who  when  a  young  man  went  to  North  Carolina, 
thence  to  Tennessee,  and  later  to  Kentucky.  lie 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  his 
father  was  a  Revolutionary'  soldier.  Mrs.  Ilam- 
niack  died  in  .January,  1891,  at  the  age  of  eighty- 
Iwo  years.  The  .ludge  was  the  second  in  the  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  six  sons  and  three  daughters, 
all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years.  Four  brothers 
are  now  living,  William,  Thomas,  Benjamin  and 
Lewis.  The  first  went  to  California  in  18Ut,  but 
returned  vvitli  impaired  health,  and  now  lives  in 
this  county.  Richard  also  went  west  during  the 
gold  excitement  and  died  in  California.  Zehede, 
a  lawyer,  entered  the  army  as  a  tneinlier  of 
Company  C,  Eiglity-lirst  Illinois  Infantry,  was 
wounded  at  Vicksburg,  and  died  from  the  effects 
of  his  injury.  Thomas  is  a  farmer  and  local  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Kpiscojial  Church,  residing 
in  I'nion  County,  111.  IJenjamin  is  a  farmer  and 
local  minister  of  Franklin  County. 

On  the  old  home  farm  Judge  Ilammack  was 
reared,  while  in  the  common  schools  he  was  edu- 
cated, lie  entered  the  army  for  service  in  the 
Mexican  War,  and  on  his  return  in  1848  he  was 
elected  Circuit  Clerk,  holding  the  position  four 
years,  during  which  time  he  read  law.  Having 
made  a  tight  against  the  open  saloon,  he  was  on 
this  account  defeated  for  a  second  term  as  Circuit 
Clerk.  Soon  after  leaving  office  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar,  and  h.as  since  been  successfully  engaged 
in  practice,  winning  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
law^-er.  In  1863,  he  was  nominated  as  Circuit 
Judge,  but  lost  the  election  by  twenty-six  votes. 

In  1851,  Mr.  Ilammack  wedded  Cordelia  M.  Ed- 
wards, a  sister  of  Captain  Edwards,  the  present  law 
partner  of  Judge  Lewis  Ilammack,  and  a  re|iresenta- 
tive  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
southern  Illinois.  To  them  were  born  three  chil- 
dren, Elizabelli  J.,  wife  of  lienjamin  Wood,  of 
I'inckney ville;  William,  who  is  eng.aged  in  the 
stock  and  dairy  business  near  Pinckney ville;  and 
Charles  Lewis,  a  traveling  salesman  of  'St.  Louis. 
The  mother  of  this  family  died  in  1872,  and  the 
present  wife  of  Judge  Ilammack  was  Maria  J. 
(Higg)  Guthrie,  daughter  of  Alexander  Higg.     lie 


is  a  member  of  the  Jlethodist  Church,  and  socially 
is  a  demitted  Mason.  From  the  beginning  he  has 
had  a  good  practice,  and  his  high  reputation  as  a 
lawyer  is  well  deserved. 


—>♦<-•- 


eAFr.  MORTIMER  CLAY  EDWARDS,  the 
junior  member  of  the  law  lirm  of  Ilam- 
mack  it  Edwards,  was  born  in  Piiiekney- 
ville,  on  the  1  1th  of  March,  1838.  Mis  father, 
William  Edwards,  was  a  native  of  Vermont,  and 
in  earl}-  life  removed  to  Ohio,  whence  he  emigrated 
to  Shavvneetowii,  111.,  coming  to  Pinckneyville  in 
1832.  The  grandfather,  Calvin  Edwards,  came  to 
this  state, and  here  died  in  18(51,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-nine. William  Edwards  was  an  attorney  by 
profession.  He  married  Juliet  M.  Brown,  a  native  of 
Virginia,  who  died  in  September,  1893,  at  the  age 
of  seventy -nine.  His  death  occurred  in  18.')4,at 
the  age  of  forty-nine.  Of  their  family  three  are 
now  living.  Cordelia  M.  became  the  wife  of  Judge 
Haramack,  and  died  some  years  ago.  Gilbert  H. 
was  a  soldier  of  Comi)any  A,  Eighteenth  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  died  during  the  service  in  Cairo,  III., 
in  1862.  Eliza  was  the  wife  of  C.C.  Irwin,  of 
Wayne  County,  III.,  and  died  in  1873.  Rowena 
J.  is  the  wife  of  .ludge  .1.  I).  Hamilton,  of  Geneva, 
Neb.  W.  W.  is  dean  of  the  law  department  of 
McKendree  College  of  Lebanon. 

No  event  of  special  importance  occurred  during 
the  boyhood  and  youth  of  Captain  Edwards,  which 
were  passed  in  his  native  town.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  acquired  in  the  local  schools,  but  later  he 
spent  two  years  in  the  Masonic  College  of  Lexing- 
ton, Mo.  Wishing  to  enter  the  legal  (jiofession, 
he  began  reading  law  with  .ludge  Ilaininack,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in  18.09.  He  then  engaged 
in  pr.actice  until  August,  1862,  when  he  entered 
the  army  as  a  member  of  Company  C,  Eighty- 
first  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  made  First  Lieu- 
tenant, and  in  .June,  18()4,  for  bravery  and  meri- 
torious conduct  on  the  lield  of  battle  was  promoted 
to  the  rank  of  Captain.  He  took  part  in  eighteen 
engagements,  serving  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
and  was  slightly  wounded  at  Champion  Mills. 

Ere  leaving  home,  the  Captain  was  married,  in 
1861,  to  Miss  M.  M.  Edwards,  and    to   them  were 
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born  two  children.  Emma  A.,  wife  of  J.  A.  Biby, 
of  Pinckneyville;  iind  W.  O.,  who  graduated  from 
McKendiee  College,  and  is  now  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. After  the  war,  Ca])tain  Edwards  resumed  law 
practice  in  Pinckneyville,  and  has  since  devoted 
his  energies  to  the  prosecution  of  liis  profession. 
In  1880,  he  was  elected  County  Attorney,  and 
served  four  years.  In  1885,  he  went  to  Haskell 
County,  Kan.,  and  on  tlie  organization  of  tliat 
county  was  appointed  County  Attorney,  a  [tosi- 
tiou  he  held  for  two  years.  He  was  again  elected 
to  that  office,  but  after  a  year  resigned  and  re- 
moved to  Geneva,  Neb.  A  year  later,  in  1891, 
he  returned  to  Pinckneyville,  and  since  that  lime 
has  been  engaged  in  tiie  practice  of  law  in  connec- 
tion with  Judge  Haminack. 

Mr.  Edwards  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  lias 
served  as  Master  of  the  blue  lodge.  In  politics,  he 
is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  warm  advocate  of  the 
principles  of  that  party.  He  holds  membership 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  which  he 
is  Trustee,  and  is  a  charitable  and  benevolent  gen- 
tleman, whose  many  excellencies  of  character  have 
gained  for  him  high  regard.  The  law  firm  of 
Hammack  &  Edwards  is  now  enjoying  a  liberal 
patronage  and  is  ranked  among  tiic  leading  busi- 
ness firms  of  the  city. 


AMOR  H.  HANSON,  wlio  devotes  Ids  time 
and  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits  on 
section  17,  Murphysboro  Township,  Jack- 
\^j  son  Count},  was  born  on  a  farm  near  Car- 
bondale,  October  10,  1847.  His  fatlier,  Abram  M. 
Hanson,  was  a  native  of  England,  born  March  19, 
1815.  He  married  Catherine  Hiller,  daughter  of 
Simon  Hiller,  who  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War.  In  1829,  lie  emigrated  to  Illinois, 
and  settled  two  miles  southwest  of  Carbondale, 
where  he  made  a  permanent  location.  Through- 
out his  remaining  days  he  followed  preaching  and 
farming. 

Abram  M.  Hanson  came  to  this  state  the  same 
year  and  opened  up  a  new  farm  in  Carbondale 
Township.  He  there  continued  to  reside  until 
1860,  when  he  removed  to  another  farm  that  com- 


prised two  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  of  good  land. 
To  its  further  development  and  cultivation  he  de- 
voted his  energies  throughout  his  remaining  days. 
He  lost  his  first  wife  October  20,  1847.  They  were 
the  parents  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living.  After  her  death  he  was  three  times  mar- 
ried, and  now  has  nine  living  children.  Two  of 
his  sons  were  soldiers  in  the  late  war.  Mr.  Hanson 
was  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  His  death 
occurred  .luly  23,  1886,  and  his  loss  was  mourned 
throughout  the  community. 

H.  II.  Hanson  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  upon  his  father's  farm,  and  October  11, 
1864,  he  responded  to  the  country's  call  for 
troops,  becoming  a  member  of  the  Eigiity-first 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  then  only  seventeen 
years  of  age.  He  joined  the  regiment  at  Jefferson 
Karracks,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  with  it  was  assigned 
to  tlie  command  of  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith.  After  partici- 
pating in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  the  troops  fol- 
lowed Hood  to  Eastport,  Tenn.,  and  later  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Mobile,  Spanish  Fort  and 
Montgomery,  Ala.  When  the  war  was  over,  Mr. 
Hanson  received  an  honorable  discharge,  and  was 
mustered  out  October   11,  1865. 

On  September  16,  1866,  occurred  another  im- 
portant event  in  the  life  of  our  subject,  his  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Margaret  Josephine  Crowell,  a 
daughter  of  Evin  A.  and  Catherine  (Long)  Cro- 
well. The  former  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
January  10,  1813,  and  the  latter  in  the  same  state, 
August  11,  1814.  In  1844  they  removed  to  Ten- 
nessee, and  in  1860  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Carbondale  Township,  where  the  mother  died 
April  19,  1874.  The  father  departed  this  life  Feb- 
ruary 2,  1891.  They  were  the  parents  of  eleven 
children,  nine  of  whom  are  still  living.  They 
held  membership  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  were  highly  respected  citizens. 

Mis.  Hanson  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  De- 
cember 22,  1843,  and  was  educated  in  the  common 
scliools.  Upon  their  marriage  they  located  upon 
their  present  farm,  and  their  home  has  been  bless- 
ed by  the  presence  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom 
are  yet  living.  Abram  A.,  who  was  born  June  16, 
1867,  married  April  4,  1889,  Minnie  Etherton,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children;  they  reside  upon   the 
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lioiiK'  farm.  James  Sylvester,  wlio  was  born  No- 
vemlier  17,  18G1>,  and  is  still  living  on  the  old 
liomestead,  wedded  .liily  14,  18H'.),  llattie  Etlierton, 
bv  whom  he  ha^  three  children;  Haltie  C.  was  born 
Auiijust  30.  1871,  and  Magjjie  Nora  was  born  .lan- 
iiary  18,  1879. 

The  parents  of  this  family  arc  both  members  of 
the  I'nited  Hretliren  Cluirfli,  takinjj  an  active  part 
in  church  work.  They  conlril)ute  liberally  to  its 
support,  and  Mr.  Ilansoji  is  now  serving  as  Trustee. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  School  Board  for 
twenty  years  and  laboi'S  untiringly  in  its  inter- 
est. He  is  also  a  prominent  member  of  Worthen 
Post  No.  128,G.  A.  R.,  of  Murphysboro.  He  takes 
an  .active  interest  in  i)olitics  and  is  a  standi  sup- 
porter of  the  Republican  ])arly  and  its  principles. 
Tlie  community  recognizes  in  him  a  valued  citizen, 
who  gives  his  support  and  co-operation  to  every 
enterprise  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 
Recently  he  visited  the  old  family  graveyard, 
where  lie  the  remains  of  his  grandfather,  Abram 
Hanson,  and  great-grandfather,  .Sylvester  Hanson, 
it  being  worthy  of  note  that  so  many  generations 
are  buried  in  the  same  cemeter}-. 

\]l^^  KRMANX  niXKKR,  a  well  known  citizen 
of  Randolph  County,  who  is  engaged  in 
general  fanning  and  stock-raising  on  sec- 
tion 3,  tovMiship  7,  range  7,  claims  German}- 
as  the  land  of  his  birth,  which  occurred  in  Olden- 
burg, November  16,  1822.  His  [larents,  Frank 
and  Klizabeth  Decker,  were  both  born  and  reared 
ill  ( )ldcnburg,  and  there  made  their  home  until 
1842,  which  yeai  witnessed  their  emigration  to 
America.  They  located  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  where 
both  died  nine  years  later. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  their  family  of 
six  children.  He  acquired  his  education  in  his  na- 
tive land,  and  there  worked  in  a  mill  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  crossed  the  briny  deep 
to  the  New  World.  He  landed  in  New  Orleans, 
then  went  to  Cincinnati,  and  thence  to  Preble 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  employed  as  a  farm 
laborer.     For  a  time  he  attended  school  in  order 


to  learn  the  English  language.  After  being  em- 
ployed as  a  farm  hand  for  a  j-ear  and  a-half  lie 
went  to  Mississippi,  where  he  engaged  as  a  stage 
driver  and  in  taking  care  of  horses  about  two 
years.  AVe  next  find  him  in  Florida,  where  he 
worked  in  the  cedar  woods,  hewing  and  preparing 
the  lumber  to  be  shipped  to  England.  Four  years 
of  his  life  were  passed  in  that  way,  and  on  its  ex- 
piration he  engaged  as  a  teamster  to  go  to  Mexico. 
He  enlisted  in  the  service  of  his  country  for  six 
months,  but  continued  therein  for  ten  months,  af- 
ter which  he  returned  to  New  Orleans  and  drove 
an  omnibus.  In  the  succeeding  autumn  he  again 
went  to  Mexico  .as  a  teamster,  but  on  arriving  in 
that  country  he  obtaine<l  a  substitute  to  serve  in 
that  capacity  and  enlisted  in  the  Texas  Cavalry, 
in  which  he  continued  throughout  the  remainder 
of  the  war. 

After  receiving  his  discharge,  Mr.  Decker  went 
to  New  Orleans,  engaging  in  draying  for  a  short 
lime,  but  owing  to  a  dread  of  the  yellow  fever  he 
made  his  way  northward,  and  on  tlie  18th  of  July, 
1849,  reached  Chester.  Here  heat  once  began  work, 
following  any  honest  employment  whereby  he 
might  secure  a  livelihood.  In  1850,  the  court 
house  was  built,  and  he  carried  brick  used  in 
the  erection  of  that  structure.  For  fifteen  years 
he  engaged  in  teaming  and  in  other  pursuits  in 
Chester.  He  then,  in  1863,  removed  to  the  farm 
which  has  since  been  his  home,  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
the  county.  His  home  is  pleasantly  located  with- 
in three  miles  of  Chester,  and  there  he  carries  on 
general  farming  and  stock-raising,  making  a  spe- 
cialty of  the  breeding  of  Jersey  cattle. 

On  the  28th  of  December,  1848,  Mr.  Decker  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Eliza  Lanemann.  a 
native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  who  at  that  time 
had  lived  in  New  Orleans  only  one  month  and 
four  days.  Her  death  occurred  Januar}'  17,  1892. 
By  their  marri.age  were  born  nine  children,  Her- 
man, who  married  Christina  Hupferand  lives  near 
the  home  farm;  Frank,  who  married  Lena  All- 
niyer  and  resides  near  Chester;  Henry,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  twenty-three:  Adeline;  Frederick, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three;  Charles,  who  mar- 
ried   Hannah    Alman,   of    Missouri,   and    is    now 
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leaching  scliool   in  Chicago;  Lizzie,  wife  of  Fritz 
Burger;  and  IMena  and  Frederick,  at  home. 

Mr.  Decker  and  all  of  his  children  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat, and  has  strongly  supported  that  part}'  since 
attaining  his  majority.  He  started  out  in  life 
empty-handed,  and  for  many  years  worked  very 
hard  at  anytiung  whicii  he  could  find  to  do,  Ijut 
his  industry  and  enterprise  at  length  triumphed 
over  the  difliculties  in  his  patli  and  achieved  for 
him  a  success  which  lias  numbered  him  among  the 
substantial  farmers  of  the  community. 


^^ 


=^jS. 


^  jf/  H-  HULL  has  been  prominently  identified 
\^//  with  the  interests  of  Murphysboro  for 
\^y%  manj'  j-ears.  He  is  now  engaged  in  general 
merchandising.  He  was  for  some  time  editor  of  the 
Daily  Era,  but  is  now  chief  of  the  fire  department. 
He  is  also  at  the  head  of  the  Murphysboro  tele- 
phone system,  which  has  lately  been  organized, 
but  will  soon  be  in  active  operation.  He  is  enter- 
prising and  industrious  and  carries  forward  to  a 
successful  completion  whatever  he  undertakes. 
His  career  as  a  merchant  will  undoubtedly  be  a 
prosperous  one. 

Mr.  Hull  was  boin  in  Morristown,  N.  J., Novem- 
ber 28,  1848.  His  grandfather,  Samuel  P.Hull, 
was  a  newspaper  man  of  western  New  York.  About 
182(),  he  estal)lished  a  paper  in  Morristown,  N.  J., 
which  he  edited  until  1853.  He  then  sold  out  and 
removed  to  Jersey  City,  where  he  made  his  home 
while  publishing  a  paper  in  New  York  Cit}'.  His 
death  occiiried  in  1855.  The  family  is  of  English 
descent. 

John  A.  Hull,  fatlier  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  New  York,  and  was  also  a  journalist.  At  the 
time  of  the  gold  excitement  in  California,  he  went 
to  that  state  and  established  a  newspaper.  Later 
he  returned,  but  again  crossed  the  plains  in  1852.  In 
1855  lie  went  to  Chicago,  and  thence  to  Springfield, 
where  lie  carried  on  newspaper  work.  During  the 
Presidential  campaign  of  1856,  he  edited  a  paper 
in  De  Soto,  and  tlien  removed  to  Carbondale, 
wiiere  he  established  the  Carbondale  Times.  After 
a  short  period  he  sold  out,  spent  a  few  months  in 


Cairo,  and  then  edited  a  paper  in  Evansville,  Ind. 
Subsequently  he  again  engaged  in  the  newspaper 
business  in  Carbondale.  In  1862  he  aided  in  rais- 
ing tlie  Eighty-first  Illinois  Regiment,  and  joined 
Company'  K  as  a  private,  but  at  length  was  dis- 
I    charged  on  account  of  physical  disability. 

Becoming  a  reporter  for  the  New  York  Herald, 
John  A.  Hull  was  sent  to  Mexico  at  the  time  of 
the  trouble  concerning  Prince  Maximilian,  but  as 
he  was  a  prominent  Mason  he  was  forced  to  leave 
that  country,  but  continued  with  the  Hei-ald  for 
some  years  longer.  He  afterward  edited  a  paper 
at  Coldwater,  Mich.,  and  later  in  Healdsburg,  Cal. 
In  1881,  he  came  to  Murphysboro  and  made  his 
home  with  our  subject.  He  died  at  Cical  Springs 
in  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty -seven.  He  was  a  Doug- 
las Democrat,  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  a  very  prominent  and  influential  citizen,  who 
through  his  journalistic  work  did  much  in  molding 
public  opinion.  He  married  P^liza  Bacbe,  who  was 
born  near  Morristown,  N.  J.,  and  was  of  Irish  de- 
scent. She  died  in  Springtield,  111.  In  the  family 
were  three  children,  but  Mrs.  W.  S.  Murphy  died  in 
1867,  and  Andrew  J.  in  1887. 

Our  subject,  tiie  onl}'  survivor,  went  to  Carbon- 
dale at  the  age  of  seven,  attended  the  high  school, 
and  from  an  early  age  worked  in  a  printing  office. 
It  seemed  but  natural  as  his  father  and  grandfa- 
ther had  been  newspapermen  that  he  should  follow 
in  the  same  line.  He  made  his  first  venture  in 
1870,  establishing  a  newspaper  in  Cairo,  the  Cairo 
iSun,  but  after  six  months  he  sold  out  and  spent 
some  lime  traveling  in  the  east.  He  visited  Wash- 
ington, Philadelphia  and  New  York.  He  afterward 
joined  his  father  in  the  publication  of  the  Coldwa- 
ter ^H/<';7)?vse,  of  Coldwater,  Mich.,  where  he  con- 
tinued two  years.  After  a  visit  to  the  Rocky 
Mountains  we  find  him  in  the  Government  print- 
ing office  in  Washington.  In  1879  he  came  to 
Murphysboro  from  St.  Louis,  and  began  working 
in  the  Ei-a  office,  which  he  afterward  purchased  in 
company  with  G.  J.  Burr.  His  (lartner  died,  and 
in  1881  Mr.  Hull  purchased  the  business,  continu- 
ing as  sole  proprietor  until  January,  1892.  In 
May,  1891,  he  established  the  Daily  Era,  and  soon 
the  paper  had  a  good  circulation. 

In   1892  Mr.  Hull  turned   Ins  attention  to  mer- 
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cliandisiiig,  and  as  &  member  of  the  firm  of  Kent 
it  Hull  carried  on  business  until  October  25,  1893, 
when  lie  l)ouglit  out  his  partner,  \V.  C.  Kent.  He 
carries  a  stock  of  dry  goods  and  groceries,  having 
n  line  double  store  on  Walnut  Street.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1893  he  also  eslablislied  the  telephone 
company.  He  aided  in  the  organization  of  the 
Jackson  County  Homestead  and  I.oau  Association, 
of  which  he  has  always  been  a  Director,  and  he  has 
also  been  a  Director  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Association  since  its  formation. 

In  October,  1879,  Mr.  Hull  wedded  Ella  M. 
Stearns,  a  native  of  Jackson  County,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Z.  K.  Stearns,  an  early  settler  of  this  com- 
munity. They  have  a  daughter,  Jennie  M.  By 
his  first  marriage,  Mr.  Hull  IkuI  a  son,  Charles  L., 
who  is  now  cashier  for  a  street  railway  company 
of  Chicago. 

In  187(5,  the  fire  department  of  Murphysboro 
was  organized  and  a  hand  engine  purchased.  Later, 
through  the  instrumenlality  of  Mr.  Hull,  a  steam 
fiie  engine  was  secured.  He  has  been  Chief  of  the 
department  since  1888,  and  was  formerly  its  Secre- 
tary. Mr.  Hull  isCaptain  of  Jackson  Camp  No.  113, 
S.  \'.  In  politics,  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  was 
a  member  of  the  Central  Committee,  and  has  been 
its  Secretary  for  some  ^ears.  He  was  formerly  an 
active  member  of  the  State  Newspaper  Association 
and  the  Southern  Illinois  Newspaper  Association. 
He  was  a  read}-  writer,  an  able  journalist,  and  bis 
work  in  that  direction  will  [)rovc  of  immense  bene- 
fit to  him  in  his  mercantile  experience. 


'i^^  AMD  L.  I). WIS  is  storekeeper  for  the 
I  Jl)  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad  at  Murphysboro, 
(^^^  aii<l  is  a  i"!»n  of  i)roniinenee  in  this 
community,  highly  resi)ected  by  all  who 
know  him.  A  native  of  Wales,  he  was  born  Au- 
gust 23,  1832,  and  is  the  .second  in  a  family  of 
twelve  children  whose  parents  were  William  L.  and 
Phcebe  (Lewis)  Davis.  Tlie  father  was  a  native  of 
Wales,  but  the  mother  was  born  in  .Scotland.  He 
became  foreman  of  the  yards  of  extensive  iron 
works  in  that  countr}',  where  he  made  his  home 
until  1814,  when   he  emigrated  to  .America.      Lo- 


cating in  Carbondale,  Pa.,  he  was  there  employed 
in  the  mines  until  1860,  when  he  removed  to  Mon- 
roe County,  Iowa,  and  turned  his  attention  to 
farming.  Both  parents  there  spent  their  remain- 
ing days.  Only  two  of  their  ehildren  are  now 
living. 

D.  L.  Davis  was  a  lad  of  eleven  summers  when 
he  bade  adieu  to  his  native  land  and  with  his  par- 
ents sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  "Embassador"  to 
New  York.  For  several  3'ears  he  attended  school 
in  Carbondale,  Pa.,  and  then  engaged  in  mining. 
He  was  afterwards  engaged  in  contracting  and 
mining  in  Scranton,  Pa.  He  was  married  in 
Providence,  that  state,  in  18.57,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Miss  Ann  David,  a  native  of  Hurnney, 
Wales,  who  came  with  her  parents  to  the  New 
World,  the  family  locating  in  Pottsville,  Pa. 
I'nto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Davis  were  born  the  following 
children:  Phoebe,  now  Mrs.  Mills,  of  Murphysboro; 
John,  deceased;  Mrs.  Celia  Sullivan;  Mrs.  Addie 
(iillooly;  Sadie;  William,  who  is  employed  in  the 
railroad  shops;  Albert  and  Etta. 

The  year  18()3  witnessed  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Davis 
in  Illinois,  when, accompanied  l)y  his  family,  he  lo- 
cated in  Rock  Island,  where  he  engaged  in  mining 
on  contract.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  Oska- 
loosa,  Iowa,  and  was  there  connected  with  a  large 
company  which  extensively  engaged  in  mining. 
In  1866,  he  came  to  Murphysboro,  and  for  a  short 
time  followed  the  same  pursuit.  He  then  became 
ticket  agent  for  the  Mt.  Carbon  Railroad  Company, 
a  year  later  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  store  at 
Mt.  Carbon,  and  subsequently  was  given  charge  of 
the  general  supplies  of  the  company. 

Forming  a  partnership  with  A.  C.  Brydan,  our 
subject  afterwards  eng.aged  in  the  commission 
grocery  business  in  Carbondale  for  aj'ear,  and  when 
the  connection  was  dissolved  he  returned  to  Mur- 
physboro. where  he  carried  on  the  grocery  trade 
for  some  years  in  connection  with  James  Alexan- 
der. Ills  health  failing,  he  left  the  storeand  spent 
some  time  in  traveling,  hoping  to  be  benefited 
thereby.  In  1887,  he  entered  the  employ  of  the 
Mobile  k  Ohio  Railroad  as  a  ditcher,  but  the 
same  year  he  was  made  timekeeper  in  the  car 
shops,  and  in  1888  was  appointed  storekeeper,  a 
position  which  was  given  him  in  recognition  of 
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his  ahilitj'  and  trustworthiness.  It  is  needless  to 
saj'  that  his  duties  arc  ever  faithfully  performed 
and  that  he  has  the  entire  confidence  of  the  com- 
pany. 

Mr.  Davis  is  a  member  of  tiie  Masonic  and  Odd 
Fellows'  societies  and  in  politics  belongs  to  the 
Labor  party.  For  four  year^  he  served  as  Alder- 
man from  the  First  Ward,  and  for  three  years  he 
was  the  etHcient  City  Clerk.  He  had  formerly 
been  ordained  an  Elder  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  but  for  a  long  time  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  He  is  untiring 
in  his  labors  in  behalf  of  the  church,  and  other  be- 
nevolent and  charitable  interests  find  in  him  a  true 
friend. 


l^ 


..^^ 


(^ 


«}nj«i^«»}»*^»^«$»»^»^«^«^«y  il*  ill  ill  i{i 


^ 


iEWTON  W.  STOUT,  who  resides  on  section 
22,  Ora  Township,  Jackson  Count}',  where 
he  successfully  carries  on  general  farming, 
is  a  native  of  Union  County,  111.,  born  February 
8,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  C.  and  C3nthia  A. 
(Roberts)  Stout.  His  father  was  born  in  1798,  on 
a  farm  where  now  stands  the  town  of  Belleville, 
St.  Clair  Count}'.  There  he  grew  to  manhood,  and 
after  arriving  at  matuie  jears  married  Miss  Rob- 
erts, who  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood.  For 
five  years  they  lived  on  a  farm  near  Springfield, 
111., and  thin  sold  out,  removing  to  Union  Count}', 
■where  they  continued  to  7iiake  their  home  for 
many  years.  The  fatlier  there  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-two.  He  was  a  jjrominent  member  of  the 
Hillerite  Church  and  held  many  offices  in  the 
same.  In  politics  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat  and  a 
great  admirer  of  Andrew  Jackson,  whom  he  saw  at 
his  home,  the  "  Hermitage,"  in  Tennessee. 

Mrs.  Stout  was  born  in  Viiginia,  was  reared  in 
East  Tennessee,  and  when  a  young  lady  of  seven- 
teen emigrated  with  her  family  to  Illinois.  She 
reached  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-one  years  and 
died  at  the  home  of  her  son-in-law,  Peter  Clutts, 
in  Union  County,  March  14,  1803.  For  some  time 
prior  to  her  death  she  attended  the  Old  Settlers' 
meetings   in   .lonesboro,  and  for  several  years  was 


the  oldest  person  there  seen,  ^"onrteen  days  before 
her  death  she  was  |)resent  at  a  dinner  where  five 
generations  of  her  descendants  were  gathered. 
She  retained  her  faculties  to  the  last  to  a  reniarka- 
ble  degree. 

George  Stout,  the  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  the  early  part  of 
the  eighteenth  century  and  lived  as  a  pioneer 
through  much  of  his  life,  moving  to  the  west  again 
and  again.  He  finally  located  on  the  present  site 
of  Belleville,  111.,  where  he  accumulated  about  six 
hundred  acres  of  land.  He  served  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  at  one  time,  while  he  was  home 
on  a  furlough,  the  British  soldiers  burned  his  barn, 
and  he  was  concealed  so  near  the  luiildinij  that  the 
fire  scorched  him.  His  death  occurred  at  the  home 
of  his  son,  Henry  C  in  Union  County. 

Our  subject  was  one  of  the  following  children: 
Rachel  Ann,  wife  of  Lewis  Holland,  of  Jackson 
County;  Jane,  who  became  the  wife  of  Matthew 
Pratt,  and  died  at  her  home  in  Pocahontas,  Ark., 
in  1892;  W.  J.,  of  Union  County;  Catherine,  who 
became  the  wife  of  Peter  Clutts,  of  I'nion  County, 
and  there  died  twenty-two  years  ago;  Lorenzo, 
of  Union  County;  Wesley,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
eleven;  Elizabeth,  wife  of  John  F.  Kerr,  of  Mur- 
physboro.  and  N.  W. 

Newton  W.  Stout  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
in  his  native  county  until  after  attaining  his  ma- 
jority. On  the  5th  of  December,  1867,  he  married 
Susan  J.  Dot}-,  and  then  purchased  a  part  of  the 
farm  on  which  he  now  lives.  Three  children  came 
to  bless  their  home:  Mary  J.,  who  was  born  Septem- 
ber 10,  1869,  and  became  the  wife  of  Enos  Perry, 
by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Clyde;  Mattie,  who 
was  born  November  9,  1871,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  teaching  in  the  public  schools;  and  Henry  C, 
liorn  September  9,  1873.  Mrs.  Stout  is  a  daughter 
of  ICphraim  and  Martha  (Williamson)  Doty.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Somerset  Township,  Jackson 
County,  May  8,  1829,  and  throughout  life  followed 
farming.  Ho  married  Miss  Williamson  September 
18,  1849.  He  held  membership  with  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  served  as  Deacon, 
and  in  politics  took  an  active  part,  supporting  the 
Democracy.  He  served  as  Deputy  Slieriflf  for  many 
years,  and  was  Coroner  of  the  county  at  the  time 
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t>f  liis  deatli,  wliicli  occiirrod  in  the  house  in  which 
he  «:is  born. 

Socially,  Mr.  Stout  is  connected  with  the 
Kiiijj^lits  of  Pythias  and  Odd  Fellows'  fraternities, 
ill  which  he  is  a  prominent  member.  He,  too, 
vntes  with  the  Oeraocralic  party,  and  does  all  in 
his  power  to  insure  its  success,  f'or  several  years 
he  has  served  as  Constable.  A  public-spirited  and 
progressive  citizen,  he  takes  an  active  interest  in 
all  that  pertains  to  the  welfare  of  the  communit}'. 

W?AMES  C.  CLARKE  is  the  President  and 
general  manager  of  the  Mobile  ife  Ohio 
Railroad,  his  oflice  located  at  JMobile,  Ala. 
A  native  of  Maryland,  he  was  born  in  Mont- 
gomery County  in  1824,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty 
3'ears  entered  the  railroad  service,  with  which  he 
has  been  connected  continuously  since.  From 
1844  until  September,  18r)4,  he  was  with  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Railioad.  For  eighteen  months  he 
was  engaged  on  repairs  of  tracks  and  in  the  ma- 
chine shops,  and  for  two  and  a-half  years  was  fire- 
man, and  for  five  j'ears  was  road  engineer.  The 
two  succeeding  years  of  his  life  were  passed  as 
station  agent  and  conductor,  and  for  three  j-ears 
he  occupied  the  position  of  trainmaster.  In  1855 
he  was  Superintendent  of  the  Central  Ohio  Rail- 
road, and  in  1856  was  made  Superintendent  of  the 
Northern  Division  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad. 
As  the  result  of  his  capability  and  faithfulness, 
Mr.  Clarke  continually  won  promotion,  and  from 
1856  until  1859  served  as  General  Superintendent 
of  the  Illinois  Central.  From  that  year  until  1862 
he  was  Su|)erintendent  of  the  Northern  Central 
Railroad,  and  in  that  year  he  embarked  in  the  iron 
business,  with  which  he  continued  his  connection 
until  1870.  During  the  two  succeeding  years  of 
his  life  he  was  President  of  the  Chesapeake  ife  Ohio 
Canal  Company,  and  from  1872  until  1874  was 
Vice-President  and  general  manager  of  the  Krie 
Railroad. 

In  September  of  the  letter  year,  Mr.  Clarke  was 
made  Superintendent  of  the  Northern  Division  of 
the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  and  so  acted  until 
1876,  when  he  became  General   Superintendent  of 


the  same  road,  filling  that  position  tintil  187'.l.  He 
then  again  took  a  step  upward,  and  from  that  time 
until  August,  1883,  filled  the  responsible  position 
of  Vice-President  and  general  man.agcr  of  the  Illi- 
nois Central  and  the  Chicago,  .St.  Louis  <t  New 
Orleans  Railroads.  P'rom  the  last  date  until  May, 
1887,  he  was  Presidcntof  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road, and  froni  January,  1888,  until  April,  188'.(, 
he  was  Vice-President  and  general  manager  of  the 
road  with  which  he  is  now  connected.  He  was 
then  made  its  President,  and  is  still  at  its  head, 
serving  also  as  general  manager. 

Mr.  Clarke  has  also  been  interested  to  some  ex- 
tent in  other  business  affairs,  and  is  connected  with 
the  Clarke  ife  Logan  Addition  to  Murphysboro.  He 
also  owns  stock  in  the  City  National  Hank  of  this 
place.  He  began  at  the  lowest  round  of  the  lad- 
der, and  h.as  steadily  worked  liis  wa}'  upward. 
From  the  machine  shops  he  has  steadily  arisen 
until  he  is  now  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  leading 
roads  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.  Those  who  facili- 
tate transportation  should  receive  the  unbounded 
gratitude  of  the  public,  for  it  is  well  known  that 
the  introduction  of  better  modes  of  travel  has 
done  more  to  promote  civilization,  advance  com- 
mercial intei'csts  and  secure  prosperity  than  any 
other  means  known  to  the  nineteenth  century. 


'^*'~~%lASDAL  MARLOW  was  a  man  of  untiring 
^  energ3%  and  his  success  in  worldly  affairs  is 
proved  by  the  fact  that  although  he  started 
without  money  or  land  he  accumulated  over 
a  half-section,  upon  which  he  was  engaged  in  gen- 
eral farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  born  in 
Georgia,  and  when  ready  to  establish  a  home  of 
his  own  he  was  married,  in  Wilson  Count}-,  Tenn., 
to  Miss  Nancy  Mario w. 

With  a  family  of  eight  children,  Mr.  .Marlow 
came  to  Perrj-  County  in  1830,  and  after  locating 
here  two  children  were  added  to  his  household. 
He  settled  on  Holt's  I'rairie  at  a  time  when  there 
were  very  few  inhabitants  in  this  section.  He  en- 
tered from  the  Government  eighty  acres  of  land. 
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which  he  cultivated  in  such  a  way  as  to  bring  him 

handsome  returns. 

Of  tlie  children  born  to  our  subjectand  his  wife 
we  make  the  following  mention:  Matthew  died  in 
Perr_v  County,  leaving  a  famil3'  of  five  children; 
Samuel  is  also  a  resident  of  this  county,  where  he 
ranks  among  its  law-abiding  and  well-to-do  citi- 
zens; he  is  married  and  has  a  familj'  of  eight  chil- 
dren. Louisa,  the  next  child  of  our  subject,  mar- 
ried Andrew  Robinson,  and  they  died  leaving  a 
family  of  six  children.  Sterling  C.  and  Stithe  met 
their  deaths  at  Buena  Vista  during  the  Mexican 
War.  Alexander,  wiio  was  a  soldier  in  the  Civil 
War,  died  at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.  He  was  the  father 
of  four  children,  who  are  now  residing  in  the 
Cherokee  Nation.  Milas  M.  is  the  next  in  order  of 
birth.  Burtley  is  residing  on  the  old  home  farm 
in  this  county.  Mary  J.  married  Benjamin  Aber- 
natliy,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  Angeline,  who 
married  William  Marlow,  makes  her  home  in  this 
count}'. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  George  Marlow,  was 
born  in  North  Carolina  and  was  a  patriot  in  the 
War  of  1812.  His  father,  who  was  an  Englishman 
by  birth,  came  to  America  during  the  Revolution- 
ary War  and  entered  the  army  on  the  side  of  the 
Colonists.  Milas  M.  Marlow,  the  sixth  son  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  Wilson  County,  Tenn.,  in 
1828,  but  grew  to  mature  years  in  this  count}', 
where  he  was  given  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation. His  marriage,  which  occurred  in  1847, 
united  him  with  Miss  Mary  C,  daughter  of  Tiiomas 
and  Elizabeth  Melcalf,  old  settlers  of  this  county. 
Their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  children, 
namel}':  William  C,  who  is  one  of  the  leading 
}'0ung  farmers  of  Peny  Count}';  Marion;  Melissa 
J.,  who  became  the  wife  of  Ed  House;  James  C, 
who  resides  with  his  fatlier  and  assists  him  in  con- 
ducting the  farm;  A.  Sherman,  County  Superin- 
tendent of  Schools;  and  Miss  Louella,  who  is  a 
successful  teacher.  Siierman  was  elected  to  his 
present  position  wiien  only  twenty-two  years  of 
age. 

Milas  M.  Marlow  is  engaged  in  general  farming 
and  possesses  the  shrewdness,  forethought  and  ac- 
tivity necessary  to  success  in  life.  With  his  fam- 
ily he  is  a  devoted    member   of   the    Missionary 


Baptist  Church  at  Holt's  Prairie,  to  which  he  is  a 
liberal  contributor.  He  has  always  been  greatly 
interested  in  the  advancement  of  education  in  this 
part  of  the  county  and  has  aided  very  materially 
in  raising  the  standard  of  teachers.  In  iioliticshc 
is  a  stanch  Democrat. 


^^gll^-i^liM 


zso' 


\fl  AWRENCE  M.  SHANER,  a  ^vide-awakc 
and  enterprising  young  business  man  of 
^  Murphysboro,  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Shaner  &  Lawbaugh,  dealers  in  hardware,  (jueens- 
ware  and  tinware.  He  was  born  near  Altenburg, 
Perry  County,  Mo.,  March  16,  1871,  and  is  a  rep- 
resentative of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  that 
county,  where  his  grandfather,  Jacob  S.  Shaner, 
settled  at  an  early  day.  He  probably  lemoved 
thither  from  Kentucky,  and  there  the  remainder 
of  his  life  was  passed. 

George  Shaner,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born 
in  Brazeau,  Perry  County,  became  an  extensive 
stock-raiser,  and  was  the  first  man  to  introduce 
fine  blooded  stock  into  that  locality.  He  raised 
Shorthorn  cattle,  Berkshire  hogs  and  Cotswold 
sheep,  and  was  very  successful  in  his  iindertakinos. 
His  farm  comprised  almost  a  section  of  land,  and 
its  richly  cultivated  fields  indicated  the  thrift  and 
enterprise  of  the  owner.  His  business  ability  made 
him  prosperous,  and  he  became  well  known  as  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser.  He  wedded  Miss  Rowena 
McCombs,  a  native  of  Jackson,  Cape  Girardeau 
County,  Mo.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  that  county.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shaner 
was  born  a  family  of  six  children,  three  sons  and 
three  daughters.  The  mother  was  called  to  her 
final  rest  in  1873,  and  the  father  was  killed  by  a 
runaway  team  in  1883. 

Oursubject  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  their 
family.  In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed,  and  the 
district  schools  afforded  him  his  educational  privi- 
leges in  early  life.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  left 
home  and  spent  two  years  as  a  student  in  the 
Southeastern  Missouri  Normal  School,  at  Cape  Gir- 
ardeau, after  which  he  engaged  in  teaching  one 
j'car.     He  then  again  entered  the  normal    school, 
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and  on  completing  tlie  course  was  graduated  in 
the  Class  of  'IM,  wilii  tlie  degree  of  I?.  S.  D.  On 
tlie  expiration  cif  that  period,  Mr.  Sbaner  accepted 
tlie  position  of  I'lincipal  of  tiie  puhlic  schools  of 
St.  Mary's,  Mo.,  and  during  liis  two  years'  service 
there  won  many  friends  and  the  liigli  commenda- 
tion of  the  public. 

In  June,  1893,  our  subject  arrived  in  Murphys- 
boro,  and  in  partnership  with  E.  S.  Lawbaugh, 
purchased  the  hardware  stock  formerly  owned  by 
l'"agcr  &  Kirchner.  Tliey^  at  once  enlarged  their 
facilities,  and  now  carry  a  fine  line  of  hardware, 
queensware,  tinware,  heating  and  cooking  stoves, 
|)aints,  oils,  etc.  Although  they  have  been  here 
but  a  short  time,  Murphysboro  recognizes  in  the 
firm  enterprising  young  men  who  will  make  good 
citizens,  and  from  the  public  they  are  securing  a 
fair  trade,  which  no  doubt  will  constantly  increase. 


y,l  L  L  I  A  M  R  U  K  y  .  The  name  of  Rury 
is  well  known  and  highly  honored  through- 
'J^^  out  Randolph  County,  as  members  of  the 
family  have  been  closely  connected  with  the  de- 
velopment of  this  section  of  Illinois.  That  this 
has  been  the  case  in  the  life  of  William  Rury  it 
needs  but  a  mention  of  his  name  to  his  accjuaint- 
ances  to  jjrove.  He  is  numbered  among  the  well- 
to-do  and  prominent  farmers  and  stockmen  of 
township  fi,  range  o,  and  has  a  high  reputation  as 
a  man  of  thoroughly  upright  character. 

The  parents  of  our  sut>ject,  Frederick  and  Mary 
(Hraithau])t)  Rury,  emigrated  to  America  in 
1839,  and  settled  in  New  Orleans,  La.,  but  soon 
afterward  catne  to  Illinois  and  settled  near  ."^teele- 
ville,  Uaudolph  Counts,  where  they  spent  the  re- 
mainder of  their  days  u|)on  a  farm.  William  was 
born  in  (Germany  Seiitember  7,  1837,  and  was  the 
next  to  the  youngest  among  seven  children.  He 
was  only  three  years  old  when  his  parents  came  to 
Randolph  County,  and  here  he  has  since  lived. 
His  ediualional  advantages  were  limited  to  such 
training  .is  was  offered  by  the  subscription  schools 
of  that  early  period.    He  worked  upon  his  father's 


farm  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  in  1865.  From 
that  time  he  assumed  the  charge  of  the  old  home- 
stead, which  he  has  since  conducted. 

Septembei  15,  1859,  Mr.  Rury  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Louisa,  daughter  of  P'rede- 
rick  and  Katherine  (Hogenzuler)  Rosenthal.  Her 
parents  were  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
whence  they  emigrated  to  America,  and  settled  in 
Randolph  County,  where  the  father  died.  Mrs. 
Rosenthal  is  still  living.  Kight  children  were 
born  to  the  union  of  William  and  Louisa  Rury, 
one  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of  six  years.  The 
others  are:  George;  William,  who  married  Nancy 
Hatcher,  and  lives  near  .Steeleville;  Frederick  ,1.; 
Margaret,  Ada,  Nettie  and  Eddie,  who  reside  with 
their  parents. 

In  politics  Mr.  Rury  is  a  supporter  of  Repub- 
lican principles,  and  keeps  himself  well  informed 
on  the  issues  of  the  day,  but  has  never  been  an 
office  seeker,  although  he  has  served  as  School  Di- 
rector and  in  other  positions  of  trust.  He  and  his 
entire  family  are  members  of  the  German  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  one  of  its  Trus- 
tees. When  he  entered  upon  his  career  as  a  farmer 
he  had  but  a  limited  amount  of  this  world's  goods, 
but  by  economy  and  a  judicious  investment  of  his 
means  he  accumulated  property, and  now  occupies 
a  position  among  the  most  substantial  men  of  the 
county. 


■;ILLIAM  A.  GORDON,  M.  I).  The  profes- 
i^sieian  perhaps  is  the  most 
and  body  of  any  in  the 
field  of  science,  for  it  absorbs  the  attention  of 
him  who  practices  it  conscientiously  both  day  and 
night.  From  a  boy  Dr.  Gordon  desired  tol)ecome 
a  physician,  and  ever  since  devoting  his  attentit>n 
to  the  healing  art  has  received  a  portion  of  his  re- 
ward in  this  wfirld,  for  he  has  the  confidence,  re- 
spect and  esteem  of  his  fellow-men. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Ross,  Ohio,  .January  22, 
1820,  and  is  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Margery 
(Hoggs)  Gordon.  'I'he  father  was  born  in  IVnii- 
sylvania  in  1789,  and  departed  this  life  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  in    1859.     His  good  wife   preceded 
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him  to  the   better  land  by  many  years,  dying  in 
Ohio  in  1833. 

The  subject  of  this  sltetcli  was  one  in  a  fami- 
ly of  five  cliildren.  lie  and  his  brother,  John, 
wiio  resides  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  are  the  only 
ones  living.  William  received  his  primary  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  iiis  native  i)lace,  and  later 
attended  the  Ohio  University  at  Athens.  After 
completing  his  studies  he  taught  school  until  the 
year  1842,  when  he  came  west  to  Robibaux  Point, 
now  St.  Joseph,  Mo ,  where  he  was  ill  for  ten 
months.  Upon  recovering  from  his  sickness  he 
taught  school  until  he  had  savtd  money  enough 
to  leave  the  place,  when  he  came  to  this  county. 
Here  he  found  an  opportunitj'  to  carry  out  his 
long  cherished  i>lan  of  becoming  a  physician,  and 
read  medicine  in  the  office  of  James  C.  Junk.  Later 
entering  the  Louisville  Medical  College  in  Ken- 
tucky, Mr.  Gordon  took  a  full  course  in  that  institu- 
tion. In  1845  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Dr. 
Ashby  Jones,  of  Steeleville,  this  state.  In  1854  he 
graduated  from  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College.    , 

In  1848,  Dr.  Gordon  came  to  this  city,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  practice  on  the  outbreak  of  tlie 
Civil  War  in  1861,  joining  the  ranks  of  the  Union 
array,  and  becoming  a  surgeon  in  the  Thirtieth  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  He  remained  in  the  service  until 
Sei)teraber  27,  1864,  and  during  tiiat  time  was 
a  prisoner  seven  months,  being  captured  at  the 
battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  November  7,  1861. 

After  the  establishment  of  peace.  Dr.  Gordon 
returned  to  Chester,  where  he  has  since  been  en- 
gaged practicing  medicine.  In  1884,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Medical  Examiner  on  the  Pension  Board, 
holding  this  until  1888,  and  in  1894,  he  was 
re-appointed  to  the  same  position.  The  lady  to 
whom  our  subject  was  married  October  26,  1845, 
was  Miss  Adeline  S.,  only  daughter  of  Dr.  Ashbj' 
Jones,  of  Steeleville.  To  tliem  were  born  four  sous 
and  six  daughters,  of  whom  seven  are  living, 
namely:  Nellie,  Mrs.  William  R.  McKenzie;  Octa- 
via,  Mrs.  David  More;  Adeline  B.,  Mrs.  Charles  H. 
Grimes;  John  Arthur;  Harry;  Frankie  W.,  Mrs. 
S.  D.  Lindsey;  and  Jessie  B.,  Mrs.  A.  S.  Bower,  of 
Salt  Lake  City. 

In  his  political  relations  our  subject  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 


has  served  as  a  member  of  the  School  Hoard  for 
the  past  twenty-two  3-ears.  He  is  President  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Stock  and  Agricultural  Associa- 
tion, and  also  holds  membership  with  the  Southern 
Illinois  Medical  Association.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  K.askaskia  Lodge  No.  86,  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
in  which  order  he  takes  great  interest.  He  has  a 
beautiful  residence  located  on  Sparta  Street,  and 
is  a  man  who  commands  the  respect  of  all  who 
know  him. 

^P •     . 


'iU^  ON.  BENJAMIN  W.  POPE  is  one  of  the 
'jy  most  prominent  citizens  of  Du  Quoin,  and 
'  is   also    widely   and    favorably    known   in 

)j  southern  Illinois.  He  is  now  serving  as 
County  Judge  of  Perry  Count}-,  and  is  the  effi- 
cient Postmaster  of  the  city  in  which  he  resides. 
His  life  record  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin Count}',  111.,  October  20,  1853,  and  is  a  son  of 
Dr.  Benjamin  F.  Pope,  who  was  born  in  William- 
son County,  Tenn.,  May  24,  1825.  The  grandfa- 
ther, Dr.  Winfield  Pope,  was  a  nalive  of  North 
Carolina,  born  in  1792.  When  six  years  old  he 
went  to  Tennessee  with  his  father,  Hard}'  Pope, 
who  .was  also  a  native  of  North  Carolina.  The 
ancestors  of  the  famil}-  were  Scotch  and  English, 
but  the  date  of  their  emigration  to  America  is  un- 
known. Hardy  Pope  was  at  one  time  a  large  slave 
holder,  and  had  extensive  property'  interests.  He 
died  in  1833,  when  the  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  child  of  eight  years. 

Dr.  Winfield  Pope  was  a  prominent  physician 
in  his  day,  and  died  in  William«)n  County,  Tenn., 
in  January,  1840.  He  had  four  sons,  two  of  whom 
were  ph^'sicians,  Benjamin  F.  and  Hill  B.  The  lat- 
ter died  in  Dexter,  Mo.  The  other  sons  were 
fanners,  and  died  in  Texas.  Dr.  Benjamin  F. 
Pope  is  the  only  one  of  the  family  now  living,  al- 
though the  descendants  of  Hardy  Pope  are  num- 
erous in  this  locality.  His  mother,  wiio  in  her 
maidenhood  was  Elizabeth  Arnold,  was  a  native 
of  Tennessee,  as  was  her  mother,  who  lived  to  the 
age  of  ninety  years.  Mrs.  Pope  died  January  5, 
1839. 

The  Doctor  was  a  youth  iu  his  teens  when  his 
parents  died,   and    for  three  j^ears  thereafter   he 
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worked  on  a  farm.  He  then  began  clerking  in  a 
store,  and  during  that  time  studied  medicine  with 
Dr.  James  S.  Taylor.  IJecoming  competent  to 
practice,  lie  was  granted  a  license  and  practiced 
one  year  in  Carroll  County,  Tenn.  In  December, 
1848,  he  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Franklin 
County,  where  he  practiced  for  sixteen  years,  se- 
curing an  extensive  patronage,  and  by  good  in- 
vestments, coupled  with  good  judgment,  laid  the 
foundation  of  Ins  fortune.  On  the  2d  of  .lanuary, 
1865,  he  removed  to  Du  Quoin,  where  he  had 
previously-  purchased  property.  :i  portion  of  it  be- 
ing the  location  of  his  present  pleasant  home. 
After  coining  to  Du  Quoin,  he  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising; for  twenty-three  years  was  engaged  in 
the  iuniljer  Ijusiness,  and  for  seven  years  was  in 
the  dry-goods  business.  At  length  he  turned  over 
tiie  latter  to  his  son.  Pleasant  V.,  who  still  carries 
on  0()eiations  along  that  line  under  the  name  of 
Pope  it  Co.,  being  associated  with  15.  F.  Pope,  .Ir., 
a  cousin  of  Dr.  Pope. 

In  1849  the  Doctor  married  Kmeline,  daughter 
of  Dr.  Benjamin  Ward  Pope,  and  to  them  were 
boin  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
Byron  J.  was  educated  in  McKendree  College  of 
Lebanon,  and  was  in  business  with  his  father  at 
the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  age  of 
twenty-three  3- ears;  Ada  I.  died  at  the  age  of  thir- 
teen; Pleasant  V.  is  engaged  in  merchandising; 
Benjamin  W.  is  the  next  younger;  Sarah  K.  is  the 
wife  of  George  F.  M.  Ward,  who  is  extensively 
engaged  in  business  as  a  clothing  merchant  in  Mt. 
Vernon.  Dr.  Pope,  father  of  this  family,  is  one  of 
the  large  stockholders  in  the  First  National  Bank, 
and  ie  the  owner  of  much  valuable  property  in  Du 
(^uoin.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  the  place,  and  was  three  times  honored 
with  the  otlice  of  Mayor  of  the  city. 

.Judge  Pope  was  a  lad  of  eleven  years  when  his 
father  came  to  liu  Quoin.  He  was  educated  in  its 
public  schools,  and  in  the  State  University  of 
Champaign,  after  which  he  taught  school  for  sev- 
eral years,  being  .Superintendent  of  the  city  schools 
of  Du  Quoin  and  Tamaroa.  He  then  read  law  in 
the  oflice  of  R.  W.  S.  Wheatley  and  Judge  Wall, 
and  further  continued  his  studies  in  the  law  de- 
partment of  the  University  of  .St.  Louis,  and  was 
21 


graduated  from  the  law  department  of  the  North- 
western   University    of    Chicago    in    1878.     After 
again  teaching  school  fcir  one  term,  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  chosen  profession  in  Du  Quoin 
in    1889. 

Mr.  Poiie  has  been  honored  with  a  number  of 
public  olliees.  He  was  elected  City  Attorney,  and 
wrote  the  present  city  ordinances.  In  November, 
1890,  he  was  elected  Judge  of  Perry  County,  be- 
ing the  first  Democrat  ever  chosen  to  that  office  in 
the  county. .  He  overcame  the  Republican  major- 
ity of  two  hundred,  and  carried  the  count}'  by 
over  four  hundred,  which  fact  indicated  his  popu- 
larity and  the  high  regard  in  which  he  is  held.  In 
1892  he  was  the  candidate  for  Congress  in  the 
Twentieth  District.  He  spoke  throughout  the  dis- 
trict, and  his  « I'll  known  oratory  and  honesty  of 
purpose  won  for  him  many  friends.  On  the  25th 
of  October,  189.3,  Judge  Pope  was  appointed  by 
President  Cleveland  as  Postmaster  at  Du  Quoin, 
and  at  this  writing  is  serving  both  on  the  Bench 
and  in  the  postolHce.  The  promptness  and  fidel- 
ity with  which  he  discharges  his  public  duties  are 
well  known,  and  his  faithfulness  and  honest}'  of 
purpose  are  unquestioned.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias,  and  is  a  genial,  honored  gen- 
tleman, whose  history  deserves  a  prominent  place 
in  this  volume. 


— <H1 
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ON.  GEORGE  W.  HILL,  of  Illinois,  is  the 
;  senior  member  of  the  firm  of  IlilUt  Jlartin, 


the  most  prominent  and  widel^^known  law 
firm  of  southern  Illhiois.  Their  office  is 
located  at  Murphyshoro,  but  their  bjisiness  extends 
over  a  wide  range  of  territory.  Mr.  Hill  is  rec- 
ognized as  the  most  intluential  citizen  of  Jackson 
County.  As  a  lawyer,  he  is  logical,  a  quick  reason- 
er,  a  man  of  keen  perceptions  and  an  able  advocate. 
Born  near  Benton,  Franklin  County,  III.,  Oc- 
tober 31,  1847,  Mr.  Hill  h.vs  been  throughout  his 
life  identified  with  the  history  of  this  state.  His 
grandfather,  Richard  Hill,  was  one  of  the  leading 
men  of  Virginia.  In  an  early  day  he  moved  to 
Illinois,  and  by  team  and  wagon  went  to  what  is 
now  Franklin  County,  111.    In  a  log  cabin  he  began 
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life  in  true  pioneer  style,  and  there  made  bis 
home  until  his  death.  lie  served  in  the  State 
Legislature  of  Virginia  as  a  man  of  considerable 
prominence. 

Judge  Jolin  W.  Hill,  fallier  of  our  subject,  was 
born  and  reared  in  Franklin  County,  and  was  a 
self-made  man.  He  followed  farming  through- 
out the  greater  part  of  his  life  and  became  the 
owner  of  six  hundred  acres  of  land,  of  which  five 
hundred  are  under  cultivation.  A  great  lover  of 
hunting,  in  the  early  days  he  shot  many  deer,  bears, 
wolves,  etc.  One  of  his  most  prominent  traits  was 
hospitality,  and  visitors  to  his  home  always  re- 
ceived a  hearty  welcome.  He  served  both  as  Treas- 
urer and  .Judge  of  Franklin  County,  and  was  a 
prominent  worker  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democratic 
partv.  He  was  a  stockholder  in,  and  one  of  the 
Trustees  of  Ewing  College,  and  served  as  its  Treas- 
urer from  its  foundation  until  his  death.  In  relig- 
ous  belief  hewas  a  Baptist,  and  served  as  Deacon  of 
the  church.  He  died  Jul}'  21,  1876,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Margaret  Beattie,  was  born  in  Alabama,  and  was 
of  Irish  descent.  Her  father  became  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Franklin  County,  111.  Her  death  oc- 
curred at  the  home  of  her  son,  Richard,  near  Mt. 
Vernon,  111.,  in  1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

In  tlie  Hill  family  were  eight  sons  and  two 
daughters:  Richard,  a  farmer  of  Mt.  Vernon; 
James,  who  served  in  the  late  war.  and  now  fol- 
lows fanning  near  Benton;  Isaac,  an  agriculturist 
of  Jefferson  County,  III.;  George  W.,  of  this 
sketch;  John  W.,  a  farmer  of  Franklin  County; 
Charles  M.,  who  follows  the  same  pursuit  in  Union 
County;  Robert,  a  farmer  of  Franklin  County; 
Andrew  J.,  a  farmer,  who  is  living  on  the  old 
homestead;  Mrs.  Nancy  Gourlej'and  Mrs.  Margaret 
Gourley,  both  of  whom  live  in  Union  County. 

Mr.  Hill  whose  name  heads  this  record  attended 
tiie  common  schools  and  the  Ewing  High  Scliool, 
and  in  1869  entered  McKendree  College,  at  Leba- 
non, 111.,  from  whicli  institution  he  was  graduated 
in  1872.  He  afterward  received  the  degree  of  A. 
M.,  and  subsequently  that  of  LL.  B.  was  conferred 
upon  him.  After  Ewing  High  School  became 
Ewing  College,  he  was  elected  Professor  of 
Sciences   and   Latin,  and  held    the  chair  for  one 


year.  He  tlien  came  to  Murphysboro  to  practice 
law,  but  upon  the  solicitation  of  the  old  Superin- 
tendent and  others  at  tiiis  place,  he  served  as 
Princi|)al  of  the  i)ublic  schools  for  one  year.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period,  he  entered  upon  the 
work  of  the  legal  profession,  and  was  alone  until 
1881,  when  the  firm  of  Hill  ife  Martin  was  formed. 
He  has  an  extensive  iibraiy  and  is  well  versed 
upon  matters  generally. 

On  the  27th  of  October,  1875,  Mr.  Hill  wedde.l 
Fannie,  eldest  daughter  of  Col.  W.  T.  Ingram, 
M.  D.,  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  now  a  leading 
physician  of  IMurphysboro,  111.  They  are  the  jjar- 
ents  of  five  living  children:  Margaret,  William C, 
Fannie,  Helen  and  Ruth.  The  mother  is  a  member 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  takes  a 
very  active  part  in  religious  and  charitable  work. 
as  well  as  a  deep  interest  in  her  intelligent  family 
and  beautiful  home. 

The  political  record  of  Mr.  Hill  lias  also  brought 
him  honor  and  won  him  prominence.  In  the  fall 
of  1884  he  was  elected  State  Senator  from  the 
Fiftieth  District,  and  served  for  four  years  in  the 
Thirty-seventh  and  Tlurty-cighth  General  Assem- 
blies. He  introduced  several  important  bills  and 
was  a  member  of  a  number  of  leading  committees. 
His  bill  providing  fire  escapes  for  all  tall  (lublic 
buildings  in  Illinois  was  [massed,  also  the  one  to 
protect  the  claims  of  laborers.  His  bill  concern- 
ing receivers  was  also  passed,  as  was  that  for  re- 
building the  Southern  Illinois  Normal  School  at 
Carbondale,  and  others  of  importance.  Mr.  Hill 
always  labored  in  the  interest  of  his  constituents, 
and  proved  a  leading  and  influential  member  of 
the  Senate.  Wiien  his  term  b.ad  expired,  he  re- 
fused a  re-nomination.  He  has  never  sought  of- 
fice, ijreferring  to  follow  his  law  practice  and  be 
at  home  with  liis  family. 

Various  interests  have  occupied  the  attention 
of  our  subject.  He  was  one  of  the  organizers 
and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  City  National  Bank. 
He  was  Vice-President  of  tlie  water  works  and  elec- 
tric light  company,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
incorporators,  and  is  President  of  the  Jackson 
County  Abstract  and  Title  (Uiarantee  Company. 
He  is  also  a  stockholder  in  the  building  and  loan 
association.      His  work  along  business    lines  has 
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materially  advanced  the  interests  of  the  city  sind 
county  and  promoted  their  jjjrowtli  and  vipljiiild- 
ing.  His  time  and  altiMilion  have  liecn  largely 
given  to  the  interests  thai  were  cak-ulaled  to  ad- 
vance the  general  welfare  of  the  town,  county 
and  state,  and  the  coinnnuiity  could  ill  afford  to 
lose  so  valuable  a  citizen.  lie  has  long  been 
Chairman  of  the  County  Central  Committee  of  tlie 
Democratic  party,  and  w.as  a  delegate  to  the  na- 
tional convention  which  met  in  St.  Louis  in  1888 
and  nominated  Grovcr  Cleveland  for  the  Presi- 
dency. Socially,  he  is  a  prominent  Mason,  and  is 
Past  Grand  Master  Workman  of  the  Illinois  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen.  He  is  also  con- 
nected with  the  Odd  Fellows. 
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*'  ON.  AV.  C.  DEAN,  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  .lackson  County,  now  living  in 
Ava,  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of 
Illinois,  for  his  birtli  occurred  in  Kock- 
wood,  Randolph  County-,  December  10,1838.  His 
father,  James  Dean,  was  born  in  Chelsea,  Mass., 
January  22,  1810,  and  in  183(i  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  in  Rockwood,  then  called  Old  Lib- 
ert3',  where  he  engaged  in  the  wood  business.  He 
was  married  December  14,  1837,  to  Ann  Kliza 
Charles,  wlio  was  born  November  7,  1811>,  and  was 
a  (laughter  of  Capt.  William  B.  Charles,  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  who  came  to  Illinois  about  183.5. 
Her  father  was  a  steamboat  captain  on  the  Mis- 
sissippi River.  Unto  .Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean  were 
born  the  following  children:  Mar}-  E.,  born 
July  28,  1844,  was  married  October  26,  1858,  to 
Dr.  W.  W.  Jones,  by  whom  she  has  a  son,  W. 
E.,  who  is  now  Deputy  Circuit  Clerk.  She  was 
again  married  April  15,  1875,  to  Whitney  Gil- 
breath,  a  Drainage  Commissioner  of  the  Big  Lake 
District;  they  have  three  children,  Lee,  Nellie  and 
Matie.  Murray  M.  is  represented  elsewhere  iu 
this  work.  Ellen  Elvira,  born  March  12,  1851, 
was  married  November  1,  1871,  to  Henry  L.Jones, 
a  druggist  of  Jackson,  Mo.,  and  they  have  five 
children:  Duree,  a  graduate  of  Bryant  and  Strat- 
tou's  Business    College   of    St.  Louis;  Winnie,   a 


sophomore  in  Ward's  Seminary  of  Nashville, 
Tenn.;  Nellie,  Murray  and  George  O. 

The  father  of  this  family  made  a  failure  of  the 
wood  business.  He  then  began  building  flat-boats, 
and  later  embarked  in  merciiandising,  becoming 
cine  of  tiie  prominent  and  prosperous  merchants  of 
southern  Illinois,  lie  also  dealt  ((uite  extensively 
in  real  estate.  His  wife,  who  was  a  member  of  the 
rresb^'terian  Church,  died  November  3,  1860,  and 
he  was  again  married  February  2,  1863,  his  second 
union  being  with  Esther  C.  La  Puff,  wiio  was  boin 
in  Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  August  12,  1824.  They 
were  married  in  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  the  ladj' 
died  October  3,  1875.  The  death  of  Mr.  Dean  oc- 
curred October  17,  1881.  He  too  was  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat,  and  in  an  earl}'  day  served  as  Postmas- 
ter of  Rockwood. 

Under  the  parental  roof  our  subject  was  reared, 
and  his  education  was  acquired  in  the  common 
schools  and  in  :iii  academy  in  St.  Louis,  togetiier 
with  one  year's  attendance  at  Sliurtleff  College. 
His  business  training  was  received  in  his  father's 
store,  and  in  1865  he  went  to  Shiloh  Hill, 
where  he  embai'ked  in  merchandising  for  him- 
self, building  up  an  extensive  trade,  wliicli  re- 
warded his  efforts  during  his  thirteen  years'  resi- 
dence at  that  place.  He  lirst  fdrmed  a  partner- 
ship with  (i.  W.  Young,  but  a  year  later  sold  out. 
He  also  m.ade  some  judicious  investments  in  real 
estate,  which  yielded  him  a  good  income. 

April  7,  186!>,  Mr.  Dean  was  joined  in  wedlock 
with  Miss  Clare  Jose|ihine,  daughter  of  J.  K.  and 
Elizabeth  (Gillespie)  Burke,  the  former  a  native 
of  North  Carolina.  ^Irs.  Dean  was  born  near 
Shiloh  October  9,  1850,  and  was  there  educated. 
Three  children  graced  this  union,  of  whom  two  are 
yet  living,  Carrie,  wife  of  Will  Bowers;  and  Bes- 
sie. The  eldest  daughter  was  educated  at  Monti- 
cello  Seminary  and  in  Ward  Seminary,  of  Nash- 
ville, Tenn.,  and  is  an  expert  musician. 

In  1878  Mr.  Dean  came  with  his  family  to  Ava 
and  purchased  a  mill.  He  made  extensive  ship- 
ments of  Hour  to  the  south,  and  for  some  years  he 
also  did  a  large  merchandising  business.  His 
brother  Murray  is  now  connected  with  him  in  the 
milling  business.     On  the  1st  of  January,  1890,  he 
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established  the  bank  wliich  he  still  conducts,  and 
also  opened  a  cooper  shop  and  lumber  yard,  which 
he  yet  cariies  on.  These  enterprises  have  also 
been  successful.  He  now  owns  four,  thousand 
acres  of  the  finest  land  of  Illinois,  and  is  one  of 
the  wealthiest  citizens  of  .lackson  County'.  He  and 
his  wife  hold  membership  with  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  he  serves  as  Elder.  He  belongs 
to  the  Kniglits  of  Pythias,  and  for  thirty  years  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity',  and  is 
now  Senior  Warden.  He  takes  an  active  part  in 
politics,  and  is  a  stanch  Democrat.  He  served  as 
Supervisor  of  his  township,  and  is  now  represent- 
ing his  district  in  the  State  Legislature,  in  which 
he  serves  on  the  committees  on  agriculture,  roads 
and  bridges,state  institutions,  visiting  educational 
institutions  and  horticulture.  He  is  an  able  leader 
of  the  people,  for  lie  is  a  man  of  intelligence,  and 
he  studies  the  interests  of  his  constituents.  Alike 
true  to  every  public  and  private  trust,  he  was  won 
the  high  regard  of  all  with  wliom  business  or  so- 
cial relations  have  brought  him  in  contact. 


F.  JOHNSON  is  a  well   known    farmer  of 
'    Jackson  County,  and  carries  on  agricultu- 


U --- - -- 

^\5'  ral  pursuits  on  section  11,  Ora  Township 
He  was  born  upon  the  farm  which  is  now  his  home 
on  the  7th  of  Juh',  1857,  and  is  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  an  honored  pioneer  famil3^  of  the 
county.  His  father,  George  W.Johnson,  was  born 
in  Kentucky,  February  12,  1828,  and  when  a  lad 
of  eight  summers  became  a  resident  of  Perry 
County,  111.,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-five  he  removed  to  Jackson  County, 
locating  in  Vergennes  Township,  where  he  pur- 
chased a  farm.  A  short  time  afterwards,  however, 
he  took  up  his  residence  upon  the  farm  which  is 
now  the  home  of  our  subject,  and  there  continued 
to  live  until  called  to  his  final  rest,  December  27, 
1890.  Through  much  of  his  life  he  also  followed 
carpentering  in  connection  with  agricultural  pur- 
suits. In  April,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  service  of 
his  country  as  a  member  of  Conipanj'  I,  Second 
Illinois  Infantry,  but,  owing  to  sickness,  whereby 
he  was  disabled,  he  received  his  discharge  in  July 


of  the  same  year.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  held  the  ollices  of  School  Director,  Road  Com- 
missioner and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  discharging 
the  duties  of  the  same  with  a  promptness  and 
fidelity  that  won  him  high  commendation. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Nancy  J.  Brown,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Ora  Township.  Tier  parents  were  John 
and  Sarah  A.  (Milligan)  Brown.  Her  father  was 
a  native  of  Virginia,  and  during  his  youth  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Tennessee,  whence  he  cainc  to 
Perry  County,  111.,  in  which  county  they  were 
married.  Mr.  Brown  died  in  1872,  and  his  wife 
passed  away  in  Jackson  County  in  1885.  The 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  was  celebrated 
in  Ora  Township  October  19,  1854,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  two  children,  the  sister  being 
Vilena,  who  was  born  October  9,  1855.  She  was 
married  November  22,  1877,  to  Ashhy  Crane,  and 
they  have  six  children:  William,  Pearl,  Dora, 
Nola,  FAnn.  and  George. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  W.  F.  Johnson  spent  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads,  and  in  the  public  schools  he 
acquired  a  good  English  education.  Later  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  for  two  terms,  and  since  that 
time  has  devoted  his  energies  largely  to  his  farm- 
ing, but  in  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits 
is  also  engaged  in  buying,  selling  and  shipping 
stock.  He  possesses  good  business  ability,  and  in 
his  undertakings  has  met  with  a  well  merited  suc- 
cess. 

On  the  1st  of  November,  1884,  Mr.  Johnson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie  M.  East- 
crlj',  a  daughter  of  Philip  Flasterly,  who  was  born 
near  Carbondale,  Jackson  County,  111.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children:  Noah 
born  October  1,  1885;  Walter,  September  2,  1887; 
Uriah,  March  28,  1889;  and  Edna,  August  5,  1893. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Johuson  is  a  stanch 
Democrat  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  success  of  his  party.  He 
has  served  as  Supervisor  of  his  township  one  term, 
was  Collector  two  terms.  Town  Clerk  two  terms, 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  Treasurer  of 
the  Highway  Commissioners.  By  liis  studious 
habits  and  constant  reading  he  has  acquired  an 
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education  much  above  the  avcrajje,  and  is  one  of 
tlie  best  informed  men  of  tlie  township.  His 
home  contains  a  line  and  well  selected  library.  Mr. 
Johnson  is  recognized  as  one  of  tiie  prominent 
citizens  of  the  community,  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  present  to  our  readers  this  record  of  a  well 
spent  life. 

,^=^#P •    . 

ft-^  ERMAN  C.  MANSKER,  a  thrifty  and  ener- 
j;  gctic  agriculturist  of  Randolph  Countj,  is 
making  his  home  in  township  8,  range  6. 
He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  and  was  born 
on  the  i)lace  he  now  occupies,  two  anda-half  miles 
west  of  Rockwood,  August  30,  18G3.  Ilis  parents, 
Samuel  and  Nancy  (Nelson)  Mansker,  were  both 
natives  of  Kentuck)-,  the  former  was  born  Decem- 
ber 16,  1795,  and  died  January  9,  1881.  Grand- 
father John  Mansker  was  a  nephew  of  Jasper,  a 
wealthy  and  [irominent  citizen  of  Tennessee,  liv- 
ing near  Nashville.  The  grandfather  married 
Margaret  Robinson  and  afterward  settled  on  Bear 
Gap  Creek,  a  few  miles  from  Louisville,  K3'.  He 
served  under  Generals  .St.  Clair  and  Wayne  against 
the  Indians. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  the  third  child  and 
the  eldest  son  of  his  parents'  family  and  was  born 
near  Louisville  about  four^'ears  before  his  fathers' 
removal  to  Tennessee.  In  1804  the  family  re- 
moved to  Ste.  Genevieve  (now  Perry)  County,  Mo. 
In  1807  they  came  to  Illinois  and  located  at  Liberty 
Island,  opposite  Rockwood.  This  continued  to  be 
their  home  for  about  live  years,  when  a  final  move 
was  made  to  section  10,  township  8,  range  6.  To 
the  small  original  purchase  was  added  adjacent 
property  until  the  estate  aggregated  at  one  time 
two  thousand  acres.  The  rising  of  the  river  obliged 
him  to  move  his  residence  further  from  the  stream, 
and  in  1844  he  built  the  home  where  his  widow 
and  son  now  live. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  is  a  daughter  of  Basil 
and  Elizabeth  (Chattan)  Nelson,  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia, who  moved  to  Kentucky  in  an  early  day. 
When  Nancy  was  but  a  small  child  her  parents 
moved  to  Illinois,  locating  in  Marion  County, 
where  she  grew  to  womanhood.  In  Randolph  Coun- 
ty she  met  and  married  Samuel  Mansker,  and  they 


became  the  parents  of  live  children,  four  of  whom 
yet  survive.  They  are:  Ann  Eliza,  the  wife  of 
Stei)heii  Kirk;  Nelson  C,  who  resides  with  his 
mother;  Elveretta,  the  wife  of  John  Woods,  of 
this  township;  and  Herman  C,  our  subject.  By 
three  previous  marriages  .Samuel  Mansker  became 
the  father  of  seventeen  children. 

February  1,  1889,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  mar- 
ried Marj-  C,  daughter  of  Slei)hen  Kinnison,  a  na- 
tive of  Missouri.  Unto  them  have  been  born  four 
children,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  residing  at 
home,  Lottie,  Genevieve  May,  Raymond  and  Ber- 
nard C.  Mr.  Mansker  is  the  possessor  of  a  splen- 
did tract  of  land  comprising  four  hundred  and 
twenty-live  acres  of  hill  and  bottom  land,  on  which 
are  raised  large  quantities  of  wheat,  besides  the 
various  other  grains.  He  is  a  Trustee  of  Schools 
of  his  township,  and  political!}-  votes  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  in  national  affairs,  but  in  local  elec- 
tions chooses  to  cast  his  ballot  for  the  tium  and 
not  the  l)art}'. 
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'jf]  ORDAN  HARRISS,  who  for  many  years  was 
I  one  of  the  prominent  agriculturists  of 
^;;:^|  I  township  5,  range  2,  Perry  County,  en- 
'{^^  tered  into  rest  in  April,  1874,  mourned  by 
a  host  of  old-time  friends.  His  name  will  live  for 
3'ears  in  the  memory  of  his  associates  and  the  affec- 
tion of  his  descendants.  Mr.  llarriss  was  born  in 
South  Carolina  in  1800,  and  his  parents  soon  after- 
ward removing  to  Tennessee,  he  accompanied  them 
thither  and  lived  many  years  in  Bedford  County. 
In  his  youth  he  was  given  a  fair  education. 

Accompanied  by  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lucinda  Casey,  Mr.  Harriss  came  to  Perry 
Count}'  in  1829,  and  located  on  Holt's  Prairie, 
where  the}'  reared  a  family  of  eight  children. 
Jane,  who  married  Robert  Teague,  died  leaving 
one  son,  Marion,  who  is  a  Baptist  minister  at  Du 
Quoin;  Johnson  C.  was  also  for  many  years  a  min- 
ister in  that  church,  but  is  now  deceased;  Nancy, 
who  married  Edmund  Dry,  resides  in  this  county, 
and  has  a  family  of  eigiit  children;  John  H.,  the 
next  in  order  of  birth,  will  be  mentioned  further 
on  in  this  sket<;h;  Hiram  M.  is  a  merchant  at  Du 
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Quoin;  Marion  is  also  a  resident  of  that  place, 
where  he  is  one  of  the  leading  business  men;  Julia 
A.  is  deceased;  J.  Carroll,  a  missionary'  for  the 
Nine  Mile  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  makes  his 
home  in  Du  Quoin. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John- 
son Harriss,  was  a  resident  of  Virginia  prior  to  his 
emigration  to  the  Prairie  State  in  1829.  He  ac- 
companied the  father  of  our  subject  hither,  and 
died  in  this  county  at  the  age  of  ninety-eight 
yeais.  John  H.  Harriss,  the  fourth  child  of  our 
subject,  was  born  in  this  county  in  1830,  and  has 
resided  here  for  sixty-four  years.  He  was  given 
a  common-school  education,  and  later  aided  his 
father  in  the  care  of  his  farm.  Energetically  per- 
forming his  share  of  the  work,  he  gained  a  thor- 
oughly practical  knowledge  of  the  pursuit  of  agri- 
culture, and  was  well  fitted  at  an  early  age  to 
begin  the  battle  of  life. 

In  1850  Mr.  Harris  married  Miss  Adeline  Wilks, 
who  died  in  1867.  To  them  w^ere  born  three  chil- 
dren who  grew  to  mature  years,  as  follows:  Julia, 
now  Mrs.  John  D.  Strait,  who  makes  her  home  in 
Pinckne3^ville;  William  W.,  a  faimer  of  township 
5,  range  2;  and  Jennie,  now  Mrs.  W.  B.  King, 
also  of  the  above  township.  In  1868  Mr.  Harriss 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Luacine,  daugh- 
ter of  Carroll  Turner,  one  of  the  early  residents 
of  Perry  County.  Mr.  Harriss  and  his  family  are 
conscientious  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Al- 
though he  pajs  little  attention  to  politics,  he  al- 
ways votes  the  straight  Republican  ticket. 
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EDWARD  MUSSELMAN,  junior  partner  of 
the  firm  of  S.  B.Eaton  &  Co.,  the  extensive 
coal  operators  and  merchants  of  Du  Quoin, 
was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ross  County,  Ohio,  Octo- 
ber 4,  1853.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  county 
and  built  the  first  (louring  mill  within  its  bor- 
der. Michael  Musselman,  the  grandfather,  was 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  served  as  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  also  in  the  war  with  Mex- 


ico. His  death  occurred  in  the  Buckeye  State  at 
the  age  of  sevent^'-six  years,  and  his  wife  passed 
away  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one.  The  fam- 
ily have  all  been  millers.  As  before  stated,  the 
great-grandfather  established  the  business  in  Ross 
County,  Ohio,  and  it  was  followed  by  the  grand- 
father, father  and  our  subject. 

John  Musselman,  the  father,  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  there  engaged  in  milling  for  some  years,  but 
later  in  life  he  removed  to  Minneapolis,  Kan., 
where  he  is  now  engaged  in  farming.  He  married 
Elizabeth  Angeline  Hanson,  who  was  born  in  the 
Buckeye  State  and  died  when  our  subject  was  only- 
six  years  of  age.  He  was  the  eldest  in  a  family 
of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daughters. 
Chauncy  W.  is  now  clerking  in  Du  Cjuoin;  Charles 
is  with  his  father  in  Kansas;  Zoe  is  the  wife  of 
Eugene  Sankes,  of  Minneapolis,  Kan.;  and  Minnie 
M.  resides  with  an  uncle  in  Ohio. 

Mr.  Musselman  of  this  sketch  acquired  a  good 
education,  and,  like  his  family  through  the  four 
previous  generations,  he  became  a  miller.  July  6, 
1876,  was  the  date  of  his  arrival  in  Du  Quoin. 
Here  he  formed  a  connection  with  the  Star  Milling 
Compan3-,  with  which  he  continued  for  a  period 
of  ten  years,  when  he  severed  his  connection  with 
that  enterprise  and  became  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  S.  B.Eaton  &  Co.,  his  partner  being  his  brother- 
in-law,  Mr.  Musselman  having  married  Miss  Mary 
E.  Eaton  on  the  19th  of  May,  1881. 

Our  subject  started  out  in  life  with  no  means 
save  a  young  man's  bright  hope  of  the  future  and 
a  determination  to  succeed,  but  by  strict  attention 
to  business  and  well  directed  efforts  he  has  become 
one  of  the  wealthy  young  men  of  Du  Quoin.  He 
is  sagacious,  practical  and  progressive,  and  his 
success  is  certainl}-  well  deserved.  He  is  now  half- 
owner  in  the  Jupiter  Coal  Mines,  as  well  as  in  the 
large  store  of  Eaton  &  Co.,  and  is  one  of  the  stock- 
holders in  the  First  National  Bank. 

In  politics  Mr.  Musselman  is  a  Prohibitionist, 
for  he  warmly  believes  in  temperance.  He  is  a 
prominent  Mason,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge, 
chapter  and  council,  and  for  two  years  was  Master 
of  the  blue  lodge  of  Du  Quoin.  His  wife,  a  most 
estimable  lady,  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Church.     Mr.    Musselman    is    now    preparing    to 
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build  one  of  the  finest  residences  in  the  beautiful 
and  thriving  cit}'  of  Du  C^uoin.  It  will  be  a  mon- 
ument to  his  success  in  life  ami  will  tell  of  a  pros- 
perous business  career. 


r^ 


«^ 


[t-^ON.  MARTIN  A.  ROSS,  ex-Sheriff  and  ex- 
Mayor   of   Murphysboro,   and    one   of  its 
'<f     most  highly  respected  citizens,  claims  New 

^  Hampshire  as  the  state  of  his  nativity.  He 
was  born  in  Fitzwilliam,  June  16,  1829,  and  is  one 
of  five  children  born  unto  Arad  L.  and  Cynthia 
B.  (Burpee)  Ross,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Massachusetts.  For  some  3-ears  the  father  followed 
farming  near  Fitzwilliam,  but  in  1830  went  to 
A'ermunt,  and  in  1834  came  with  his  family  to  Illi- 
nois, accompanied  by  T.  L.  Ross  and  Isham  Purdy 
and  their  families.  lie  located  at  Vergennes,  and 
afterward  entered  and  bought  land,  improving  a 
fine  farm.  Subsequent!}'  he  removed  across  the 
li..e  into  Perry  Count}'.  He  died  near  Du  Quoin, 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three,  and  his  wife  reached 
the  age  of  eighty.  He  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  and 
in  religious  belief  she  was  a  Methodist.  Their 
children  were,  ftfrs.  Philena  A.  Hinckley,  of  Du 
Quoin;  Martin  A.;  Ellen  C,  deceased  wife  of 
George  Kennedy;  Leonard  T.,  of  Sand  Ridge;  and 
Orren  A.,  a  farmer  of  Du  t^uoin.  The  last  two 
served  in  the  Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
Leonard,  who  was  Corporal,  had  his  leg  shot  off  at 
Vicksburg. 

Since  the  age  of  five  yeai-s,  Martin  A.  Ross  has 
resided  in  Jackson  and  Perry  Counties.  Ho  re- 
members seeing  deer,  wolves  and  other  wild  game 
in  this  region,  and  is  familiar  with  all  the  hard- 
ships and  experiences  of  frontier  life.  He  was  edu- 
cated in  the  old-tiine  schoolhouse,  with  its  slab 
seats,  puncheon  door  and  huge  fireplace.  He  wrote 
with  a  ([uill  pen,  and  studied  from  the  Testament 
and  Elementary  Spelling  IkKjk.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  left  home  and  engaged  in  lumbering 
on  the  river  for  about  seven  years,  working  for 
Colonel  Brush,  who  operated  a  sawmill,  ilr.  Ross 
served  a.t  head  sawyer  for  five  3'eai's,  and  received 
the  largest  wages  paid  for  that  work  in  the  county. 
Ill  health,  however,  forced  him    to  abandon   this, 


and  in  Du  Quoin  he  opened  a  store  in  partnership 
with  G.  M.  Hinckley,  under  the  linn  name  of 
Hinckley  ck  Co.  After  about  six  years,  he  sold 
out  and  turned  his  attention  to  the  development 
of  his  farm  of  one  hundred  acres  in  Perry  County. 
This  he  disposed  of  in  1868,  and  embarked  in 
business  in  Murphysboro,  in  connection  with 
George  Kennedy.  Under  the  firm  name  of  Ken- 
nedy <k  Ross,  for  fifteen  years  he  dealt  in  hard- 
ware, furniture,  agricultural  implements  and  gro- 
ceries, doing  a  successful  business,  but  again  he  was 
forced  to  sell  out,  in  1882,  on  account  of  ill  health. 
On  the  lOth  of  May,  1861,  Mr.  Ross  w.as  united 
in  marriage  with  Emma  L.,  daughter  of  Calvin  L. 
Casterlinc.  Her  father,  who  was  born  in  Elizabeth- 
town,  N.  J.,  was  a  shoe  merchant,  and  in  1838  emi- 
grated by  wagon  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  for  many  years.  He  died  while 
visiting  in  St.  Louis  in  1870,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
five.  In  politics,  he  was  first  a  Whig  and  after- 
ward a  Republican.  He  married  Sarah  Woodruff, 
a  native  of  New  Jersey,  who  died  in  1878,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-three.  They  had  a  family  of  five 
children,  four  of  whom  reached  mature  years: 
Mrs.  Eliza  Greer,  of  Los  Angeles,  Cal.;  Cornelia, 
wife  of  E.  E.  Souther,  of  St.  Louis;  Edward  P., "of 
Colorado;  and  Mrs.  Ross.  The  last-named  was 
born  in  Newark,  N.  J.,  August  4,  1839,  and  was 
reared  in  St.  Louis,  received  an  excellent  musical 
education,  and  taught  in  that  city  and  in  the  mu- 
sical de|)artment  of  the  old  Du  Quoin  Seminary. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  was  born  one  child, 
now  Mrs.  Hattie  L.  Poindexter,  who  was  grad- 
uated in  Carbondale,  and  is  living  in  Murphys- 
boro. 

In  1882  Mr.  Ross  was  elected  County  Sheriff  for 
a  term  of  four  years,  and  his  duties  often  called 
forth  great  bravery  and  fearlessness.  He  was  also 
ex-offlcio  Collector  for  three  years,  and  after  the 
law  was  changed  served  as  Township  Collector 
until  December,  1888.  In  1871  he  w.is  elected 
Mayor,  and  in  187.5  was  again  chosen  to  tliatoffice. 
He  also  served  one  term  as  Alderman,  and  two 
terms  as  School  Director.  He  has  always  been  a 
Stalwart  supporter  of  Republican  principles. 

After  retiring  fiom  oflice,  Mr.  Ross  gave  his  at- 
\    tentiou    solely   to  his  farm  in  Sand  Ridge,  com- 
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prising  six  hundred  and  eightj'-six acres  of  highly 
improved  land.  He  also  raises  fine  horses,  having 
"Quartermaster,"  sired  b3^ "Cleveland  Bay;"  "Can- 
ton," sired  by  "George  Sprague,"  and  some  fine 
standard  bred  Bay  stallions.  He  is  a  man  of  good 
business  ability,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  his 
business  dealings.  He  belongs  to  Amity  Lodge,  I. 
0.  O.  F.,  and  to  the  encampment,  and  also  to  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  of  which  he  was  Treasurer  for 
several  3- ears.  The  Presbyterian  Church  finds  in 
him  a  faithful  and  consistent  member.  He  is  pleas- 
ant and  aft'able  in  manner,  and  has  the  high  re- 
gard of  all.  His  wife  is  an  intelligent  and  highly 
cultured  lady,  who  presides  with  grace  over  their 
comfortable  home.  It  is  with  pleasure  that  we  pre- 
sent to  our  readers  the  sketch  of  this  worthy  couple. 


rr^REDEKICK    AVILLIAM    BRINKMAN,   of 

IpWgj;  the  firm  of  S.  &  W.  Brinkman,  carpenters, 
l\  builders   and    contractors    of  Chester,  was 

born  in  8t.  Louis,  Mo.,  September  3,  1856.  He  is 
the  son  of  William  Brinkman,  a  native  of  Ger- 
man}', who  came  to  the  United  .States  when  a  sin- 
gle man  in  1845.  The  mother  of  our  subject,  who 
prior  to  her  marriage  was  known  as  Louisa  Brink- 
m.an,  was  born  in  German}-.  The  parents  are  still 
living,  and  make  their  home  in  this  city,  of  which 
they  are  worthy  and  honored  residents. 

In  a  family  of  five  children,  the  sul)ject  of  this 
sketch  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  He  acquired 
a  good  education  in  the  public  .schools  of  this  city. 
When  his  school  days  were  over,  he  chose  the  trade 
of  a  carpenter  for  his  life  work,  and  learned  the 
business  with  his  uncle,  Frederick  Brinkman.  Af- 
ter acquiring  a  thorough  knowledge  of  materials 
and  the  modes  of  usage  best  adapted  to  various 
kinds  of  buildings,  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Siginund  Brinkman,  his  cousin,  the  firm  title  being 
S.  (fe  W.  Brinkman.  They  have  the  reputation  of 
being  the  most  responsible  contractors  and  build- 
ers in  the  cit}',  and  have  erected  many  fine  dwell- 
ings and  business  blocks.  The  Grand  View  Hotel 
stands  as  a  specimen  of  their  workmanship,  and  in 
Steeleville  and  many  other  towns  in  the  surround- 
ing counties  they  have  given  entire  satisfaction 
in  their  line  of  work. 

October  28,  1881,  F.  William  Brinkman  and  Miss 


Wilhelmina  Me3er  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
lady  w.as  a  daughter  of  Louis  Mej'er,  and  was  born 
in  Randolph  County.  Thej'  were  blessed  b}'  the  birth 
of  six  children,  who  bear  the  respective  names  of 
Olga,  Dora,  Walter,  Arthur,  Clement  and  Edna. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brinkman  are  consistent  members  of 
the  St.  John's  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  people  of 
true  religious  principles.  Our  subject  is  a  man  of 
solid  worth,  possessing  in  an  eminent  degree  those 
traits  that  command  respect  in  the  business  world 
and  gain  esteem  among  his  neighbors  and  asso- 
ciates.    Politically,  he  is  a  Democrat. 

^^^^"^  it»  ig*  it*  A  »$*«{»«{»■{■  —     ■  — ^— ^^^fc 

uHOMAS  L.  BEAX  belongs  to  that  class  of 
agriculturists  whose  efforts  make  of  Ran- 
dolph County  the  garden  spot  of  Illinois. 
He  is  a  comparatively  young  man,  having  been 
born  October  4,  1854,  in  this  count}',  and  has  spent 
his  life  here.  He  worked  on  his  father's  farm  un- 
til 1878,  when  he  established  a  home  of  his  own 
on  section  25,  township  6,  range  7,  where  he  has 
one  hundred  and  sixtv  acres  of  fine  land,  im- 
proved with  good  buildings,  fences,  orchards,  etc. 
His  land  is  thoroughly  tilled,  and  produces  abun- 
dant harvests  of  the  various  cereals. 

The  attractive  home  of  our  subject  is  presided 
over  by  his  capable  wife,  formerl}'  known  as  Miss 
Lizzie  Leming.  She  is  a  daughter  of  William  and 
Lizzie  (Fleming)  Leming,  a  biography  of  whom 
will  be  found  elsewhere  iu  this  volume.  In  her 
girlhood  she  received  a  good  education,  and  was 
carefully  trained  in  housewifery,  so  that  she  was 
admirably  fitted  to  superintend  a  home  of  her 
own.  Her  father  was  killed  during  the  war.  Mrs. 
Bean  became  the  wife  of  our  subject  April  10, 
1878,  and  has  borne  her  husband  five  children: 
Immanuel,  who  died  in  iufanc}';  Everett  C,  Liz- 
zie M.,  Clarence  A.  and  Eva  Irene.  The  handsome 
residence  of  the  family  was  erected  in  1893,  and 
is  among  the  finest  in  the  county,  while  the  large 
and  spacious  barn  is  a  model  of  its  kind. 

Mr.  Bean  is  a  believer  iu,and  a  supporter  of.  the 
principles  of  the  Republican  party.  Well  informed 
regarding  topics  of  general  interest,  enterprising 
in  business,  and  honorable  in  his  dealings  with  his 
fellow-citizens,  he  is  regarded  with  respect  as  a 
worthy  citizen  and  stanch  friend.     Mr.  and  Mrs. 
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Bean  are   valued    members   of    tlio    Presbyterian 
C'luiieli. 

The  paii'iits  of  our  subject,  James  and  Margaret 
(Harmon)  Itean,  were  earl}-  settlers  in  tins  county, 
having  located  here  in  the  '40s.  They  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  honored 
and  prominent  residents  of  township  6,  range  7. 
Their  family-  compriseii  ten  children,  Thomas  L. 
being  the  eldest  in  order  of  birth. 


]Y]0IIN  .].  KlX<i  is  successfully  engaged  in 
general  farming  on  section  15,  Tamaroa 
Precinct,  Perry  County,  where  he  owns  and 
operates  a  good  farm  of  one  hundred  and 
ten  acres,  lie  also  has  a  twent^'-acre  tract  of  lim- 
ber land  one  mile  to  the  west.  His  home  is  pleas- 
antly located  six  miles  northeast  of  Du(^uoin. 
Well  tilled  fields  and  good  buildings  indicate  the 
thrift  and  enterprise  of  the  owner,  who  is  justly 
ranked  among  the  practical  and  progressive  agri- 
culturists of  the  community.  Mr.  King  was  born 
March  2.5,  1849,  in  this  county,  and  is  a  son  of 
Joshua  and  Polly  ^Brooks)  King. 

The  father  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  Tenn., 
November  13,  1814,  and  the  mother's  birth  oc- 
curred in  that  county,  on  the  28th  of  April,  1812. 
They  were  reared  and  married  in  that  state,  and 
soon  after  their  marriage  they  emigrated  to  Perry 
County,  111.,  locating  on  Paradise  Prairie,  where 
Mr.  King  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  land.  This  was  in  1832.  On  the  farm  which 
he  there  developed  he  continued  to  reside  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  January  16,  1881.  He 
was  noted  as  a  man  of  (inn  convictions,  unswerv- 
ing in  his  ideas  of  right  and  justice.  He  never 
engaged  in  litigation,  was  known  as  a  man  of 
sterling  worth  and  integrity,  and  was  very  popu- 
lar and  highly  respected  by  his  neighbors.  In 
politics  he  was  a.  Republican,  and  in  religious  be- 
lief was  a  Methodist. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  first  married  to 
Henry  Carner,  of  Virginia.  Three  children  were 
born  to  them,  of  whom  two  are  yet  living.  They 
were  reared  with  the  children  of  Mr.  King,  and  an 
affection  existed  between   them    rarely    witnessed, 


and  which  has  endured  throughout  the  years.  The 
two  children  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Carner  are,  Mary  J., 
wife  of  Archibald  House,  a  highly  respected  farmer 
of  Allendale,  Mo.;  and  William  II.,  a  Baptist  min- 
ister now  residing  in  Pinckneyville,  111.  Ho  tra- 
verses a  vast  amount  of  territory  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duties,  an<l  is  a  faithful  minister. 

Joshua  King  and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  six  of  whom  are  living.  Klizabcth 
Laurretta  is  the  wife  of  Elislia  G.  Keeling,  a  farmer 
of  Paradise  Piairie;  Martha  C.  married  Levi  Coin- 
means,  a  farmer  of  Paiadise  Prairie;  John  J.  is  the 
subject  of  this  sketch;  Larkin  B.,  who  married 
Dora  Harrison,  of  Paradise  Prairie,  is  employed  as 
clerk  in  Miller  Brothers  general  mercantile  store 
at  Du  Quoin;  Matthew  T.,  a  farmer  of  Paradise 
Prairie,  wedded  Sarah  Turner,  of  Marshfield,  Mo., 
by  whom  he  has  five  children;  Amo  R.,  who  mar- 
ried Martha  Jones,  of  Nashville,  III.,  is  now  clerk- 
ing for  S.  B.  Eaton,  of  Du  Quoin.  The  members 
of  the  family  now  deceased  are,  Sallio  B.,  Kletha 
and  Alartha  Canzada. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  John  J.  King  was  reared, 
and  his  boyhood  days  were  spent  in  farm  work 
and  in  attendance  at  the  district  schools.  Being 
the  eldest  son,  the  general  supervision,  and  conse- 
quently all  the  hard  work  of  the  place,  devolved 
upon  him.  He  continued  upon  the  old  homestead 
until  his  marriage,  but  shortly  after  that  event  re- 
moved to  a  forty-acre  farm  in  the  neighlxjrhood, 
where  he  remained  for  six  years.  He  then  sold 
out  and  purchased  sixty  acres  of  land  two  miles  to 
the  north,  which  he  operated  for  nine  years,  when 
he  removed  to  his  present  home. 

On  the  28th  of  I'ebruary,  1867,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  King  and  Almira  J.,  daughter 
of  .Samuel  Burr,  a  native  of  Canada,  who  came  to 
the  United  States  when  a  young  man  and  settled 
on  what  is  known  as  the  Four  Mile  Prairie,  near 
Pinckneyville.  Ten  children  were  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  King,  of  whom  seven  yet  survive:  Cor- 
lie  B.,  wife  of  Daniel  A.  Hampleraan,  a  farmer  of 
Union  County,  III.;  William  B.,  Roy  O.,  Orrin  G., 
John  J.,  Almira  F.  and  Polly  J.  E.,all  of  whom  are 
still  living  with  their  parents.  Those  who  have 
passed  away  are,  Ira  J.,  Ula  G.  and  Carroll  J. 

Mr.  King  for  four  years  filled  the  office   of  Jus- 
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tice  of  tlie  Peace  for  Paradise  Precinct,  and  is  at 
present  Township  Treasurer  of  Schools,  in  which 
position  he  has  ettieiently  served  for  six  years.  In 
politics,  he  is  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  and  his  famil}'  are  members  of 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  are  people  of 
prominence  in  lliis  community,  where  they  are 
held  in  high  regard. 


"^y/  C.  EADE,  a  successful  architect  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  Du  Quoin  Planing  Mills, 
is  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State.  He  was 
born  May  28,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles 
Eade.  His  father  was  a  native  of  Sussex,  England, 
born  in  1831,  and  his  mother  was  a  native  of 
Brighton,  England.  They  were  married  in  that 
land,  but  soon  afterward  came  to  America,  settling 
first  in  Pennsylvania,  whence  they  came  to  Illinois 
in  1853.  They  took  up  their  residence  upon  a 
farm  in  Washington  County, and  the  father  turned 
his  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits,  although  he 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade  and  had  previously  fol- 
lowed that  vocation.  Later  he  engaged  in  mer- 
cantile business.  In  1861  he  removed  to  Bond 
County,  where  his  wife  died  in  1866.  He  was  after- 
ward again  married,  and  subsequently  returned  to 
Pennsylvania,  where  he  is  now  living. 

f)ur  subject  is  the  eldest  of  four  children,  the 
family  numbering  three  sons  and  a  daughter.  He 
also  had  two  half-brothers  and  a  half-sister.  His 
brother  A.  T.  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Bond 
County,  and  G.  E  is  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  Eade  of 
this  sketch.  The  sister  is  still  living  with  lier  fa- 
ther in  Pennsylvania. 

In  early  life,  J.  C.  Eade  attended  the  common 
school,  and  completed  his  education  in  Greenville. 
When  a  youth  of  seventeen  he  began  learning  the 
carpenter's  trade,  and  as  he  was  a  natural  me- 
clianic,  it  did  not  take  him  long  to  master  the 
business.  As  a  draughtsman  and  architect,  he  has 
planned  and  built  some  of  the  finest  structures  in 
southern  Illinois.  He  engaged  in  business  in 
Nashville,  and  also  carried  on  operations  in  other 
places  in  this  state  until  about  1888,  when  became 
to  Du  Quoin.     It  was  not  long  before  he  had  se- 


cured a  liberal  patronage  as  an  architect  and 
builder,  doing  a  large  and  constantly  increasing 
business.  In  1891  he  established  his  extensive 
planing  mill,  which  is  now  under  successful  opera- 
tion. Since  coming  to  Du  Quoin,  he  has  drawn 
plans  for  and  erected  many  of  the  fine  buildings 
of  the  place,  including  the  City  Hall,  the  Odd  Fel- 
low's Building,  M.  Teague's  residence  with  many 
others. 

In  1874,  while  residing  in  Nashville,  Mr.  Eade 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  K.,  daugh- 
ter of  John  Thomson,  wlio  was  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky, and  of  English  and  Irish  descent.  He  en- 
gaged in  business  as  a  civil  engineer  until  after 
his  removal  to  Nashville,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing until  his  death  in  1872.  Mrs.  Eade  is  a  l.'idy 
of  good  education  and  presides  with  grace  over 
her  hospitable  home.  By  their  marriage  have  been 
born  three  children,  Emer^-  T.,  Kittle  R.  and 
Hahme  I.,  and   they  also  lost  one  son  in  infancy. 

In  politics  Mr.  Eade  is  a  Republican,  but  lias 
never  aspired  to  public  oflice.  Socially  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Odd  Fellows'  society  and  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  was  one  of 
the  charter  members  of  the  latter,  and  is  one  of 
its  Directors.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Deacon 
for  the  past  twelve  j'ears,  and  in  church  and  be- 
nevolent work  they  take  a  prominent  part. 


^  H.  FRIZZELL,  who  is  extensively  engaged 
in  the  clothing  business  in  Du  Quoin,  has 
^^  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  the  cit3- 
^^fJ  which  is  still  his  home,  his  birth  having 
there  occurred  on  the  22d  of  November,  1867.  He 
is  the  onlj'  son  of  the  late  AVilliam  Frizzell,  who 
was  born  in  Mt.  Vernon,  111.,  in  1826.  He  re- 
moved to  Du  Quoin,  becoming  one  of  the  pioneer 
Tnerchants  of  this  place,  where  he  continued  busi- 
ness up  to  the  time  of  his  death.  During  that  time 
he  prospered  exceedingly,  and  became  one  of  the 
wealthiest  men  of  Perry  County  as  the  result  of  his 
enterprise  and  good  business  ability.  He  was  also  a 
prominent  Mason  and  Odd  Fellow  and  was  one  of 
the   most   highly  esteemed   citizens  of  Du  Quoin. 
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He  manied  Marian  Dcning,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  Illinois  and  died  in  1884.  Our  subject  was 
llieir  only  son,  but  they  had  tiiree  dau{j;hters,  two 
of  whom  are  now  living  in  California.  The  other 
is  the  wife  of  .1.  M.  Browning,  a  wealtliy  coal  op- 
erator of  Du  Quoin. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketcli 
was  only  three  years  of  age  when  iiis  father  died. 
He  was  reared  and  educated  in  Du  Quoin,  and 
also  attended  a  college  in  St.  Louis.  He  began 
business  for  himself  as  a  druggist,  which  lie  con- 
tinued for  Ave  years.  Afterward  he  took  an  ex- 
tensive trip  through  the  west,  visited  the  Pacific 
Slope  and  then  returnee)  to  his  home  in  Du  (iuoin. 
Shortly  afterward  he  embarked  in  tlie  clothing  bus- 
iness on  a  large  sonle.  He  had  inherited  a  consid- 
erable fortune  from  his  father's  estate  and  started 
out  in  life  under  very  favorable  circumstances. 

Mr.  Frizzell  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  rising 
young  business  men  of  this  place,  tieing  enterpris- 
ing, energetic  and  ambitious.  He  pays  close  at- 
tention to  tlie  details  of  his  business,  and  by  his 
well  directed  efforts  and  good  management  he  has 
won  a  high  degree  of  success,  which  is  the  just  re- 
ward of  his  labors.  Socially  he  is  connected  with 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  order  and  is  a  prominent 
member.  He  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  l)u(^uoin, 
and  those  who  have  known  him  from  his  boyhood 
and  have  witnessed  his  honorable,  upright  career 
are  numbered  among  his  warmest  friends. 
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c«i  IVHJ^IAM  A.  HAINES,  who  was  one  of  the 
\/\l//  '"O*''  public-spirited,  widely  known  and 
^^  liigiily  esteemed  citizens  of  Tamaroa,  en- 
tered into  rest  March  10,  1890,  mourned  by  a  host 
of  old  time  friends,  in  whose  hearts  his  meinory 
will  long  be  green.  He  was  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, having  been  born  in  Medford,  in  1817.  When 
quite  young  he  left  home, and  after  a  few  years  spent 
in  various  places,  went  south  and  located  at  Vicks- 
l)urg.  Miss.,  where  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Thompson  occurred.  Mrs.  Haines  was  a  native  of 
Hopkinsville,  Ky.,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam   Thompson.     The    young  couple   made  their 


home  in  llie  soutli  until  18.57,  when  they  came  to 
Illinois  and  s|)eiil  the  following  ten  years  upon  a 
farm  in  Perry  County. 

At  the  expiration  of  that  time  Mr.  Haines  re- 
turned to  New  Orleans,  in  which  place  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  wholesale  grocery  business,  and  there 
continued  to  make  his  home  until  1869.  He  then 
returned  to  Illinois,  this  time  making  his  home  in 
Tamaroa,  where  he  was  employed  in  buying  and 
selling  grain  and  hay  until  his  decease.  He  was 
a  very  progressive  businessman  and  was  liberal  to 
a  fault.  He  was  well  known  among  the  citizens 
of  this  section,  was  an  active  member  of  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  his  correct  mode  of  liv- 
ing gained  for  him  a  popularity  which  was  merit- 
ed in  every  respect.  Mrs.  Haines,  who  is  still  liv- 
ing (1894),  has  reached  the  age  of  seventy-three 
years. 

At  his  decease  our  subject  left  two  sons,  the  eld- 
er of  whom,  J.  W.,  was  born  in  Mississippi,  and 
grew  to  manhood  on  the  farm  in  this  county.  He 
received  a  fine  education,  and  when  (piite  a  young 
man  engaged  in  merchandising.  Althougli  his 
private  affairs  naturally  receive  much  of  his  time 
and  attention,  yet  he  is  interested  in  matters  of 
public  interest,  and  has  twice  been  elected  Treas- 
urer of  Perry  County,  an  ofi3ce  which  he  now  holds. 
At  the  time  of  the  establishment  of  the  banking 
house  of  S.  R.  Haines  iV  Co.,  ,1.  W.  was  made  cash- 
ier, and  has  since  continued  to  fill  that  important 
position.  Since  becoming  a  resident  of  this  coun- 
ty he  has  been  identified  with  its  upbuilding,  and 
at  all  times  has  been  deeply  interested  in  matters 
pertaining  to  local  and  national  welfare.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Eva  J.,  daughter  of  M.  15.  and  E.  J.  Dim- 
mick,  of  Frankfort,  III. 

S.  R.  Haines,  the  second  son  of  our  subject,  who 
is  likewise  one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of 
Tamaroa,  was  born  in  \'icksburg,  and  was  a  lad  of 
eighteen  years  when  he  came  to  Tamaroa  and  en- 
"ao'ed  as  clerk  in  the  store  of  Blanchard  Brothers. 
In  1892  he  was  instrumental  in  the  organization 
of  the  bank  of  Tamaroa,  of  which  he  was  made 
President.  Although  this  branch  of  business  occu- 
pies a  great  deal  of  his  attention,  yet  he  finds  time 
to  engage  in  other  interests  and  is  carrying  on  a 
prosperous  trade  as  a  merchant,  and  also  raises  line 
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blooded  horses.  In  every  interprise  to  which  he 
gives  his  support  he  mainUiius  a  deep  and  un- 
wavering interest,  and  his  efforts  have  resulted  in 
the  promotion  of  the  material  welfare  of  his  coun- 
ty. In  1878  he  married  Miss  Nettie,  daughter  of 
Townsend  Blanchard,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
a  daughter.  Birdie,  and  a  son,  Howard  Blanchard. 
S.  R.  Haines  served  as  Postmaster  at  Tamaroa 
during  Cleveland's  first  administration.  Socially, 
he  and  his  brother  are  prominent  Masons. 
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ARVEY  BILDERBACK,  who  resides  on  sec- 
tion 21,  Kiiikaid  Township,  Jackson  Coun- 
}^^  t}',  where  he  successfully  carries  on  agri- 
(^)  cultural  pursuits,  was  born  near  Rockwood, 
Randolpli  Count}-,  March  9,  1826.  He  is  a  repre- 
sentative of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  families  of 
southern  Illinois.  His  grandfather,  John  Bilder- 
back,  settled  near  Kaskaskia  in  a  ver^-  early  da^' 
and  there  spent  the  remainder  of  his  life.  His 
wife  passed  away  in  1838.  She  was  a  remarkable 
woman,  being  six  feet  tall  and  very  strong.  In 
the  family  were  the  following  children:  James, 
Charles,  Friend,  Ephraim,  William,  Stewart,  Henry, 
Thomas,  John;  Lydia,  wife  of  Charles  Garner; 
Getlie,  wife  of  Harvey  C'lendennen;  and  Nancy, 
wife  of  Jacob  Harmon. 

Jarae-s  Bilderback,  father  of  our  subject,  was  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  during  his  boyhood  ac- 
companied the  family  to  Illinois.  He  married 
Maria  Clendenuen,  and  in  Randolph  County  fol- 
lowed farming  until  his  death,  in  January,  1863. 
His  wife  died  in  May,  1876.  The  children  were: 
Harvey;  Henry,  who  was  born  in  December,  1822, 
and  died  in  Ava  in  1889;  Jane,  wife  of  James 
Petitt,  of  California;  Mary,  who  became  the  wife 
of  John  Hanna,  and  after  his  death  wedded  A. 
Goodman,  of  Ava;  Nancy,  deceased  wife  of  An- 
drew Hanna;  Lydia,  wife  of  David  Bean,  of  Kan- 
sas; Martha  and  Lorancy,  both  of  whom  died  in 
childhood. 

Mr.  Bilderback  of  this  sketch  has  alwa3's  made 
his  home  in  the  state  of  his  nativity.  In  the  year 
in  which  he  arrived  at  man's  estate  he  was  mar- 
ried,  September  8,  1847,  in  Randolph  County,  to 


Martha  Gray,  daughter  of  John  Gray,  a  native  of 
Belfast,  Ireland,  who  when  three  years  old  was 
taken  by  his  parents  to  South  Carolina.  He  wedded 
Mary  Black,  and  they  had  a  family  of  eleven  chil- 
dren :  Margaret,  wife  of  Samuel  Skelly ;  Isabel,  wife 
of  Miller  Murphy;  Elizabeth;  Sarah,  wife  of  Robert 
Linn;  Mary,  wife  of  Joseph  Latiniore;  Alexander; 
Jane,  wife  of  William  Jeffry;  William  Thomas; 
and  Adeline,  wife  of  A.  J.  Cross.  The  parents  of 
this  family  both  died  in  July,  1848. 

Mrs.  Bilderback  was  born  March  9,  1826.  The 
young  couple  began  their  domestic  life  in  Ran- 
dolph County,  but  after  six  years  came  to  .lack- 
son  County,  locating  in  Kinkaid  Township,  where 
our  subject  and  his  brother  Henry  operated  a  saw- 
mill. In  those  days  the  sawmills  of  the  neigh- 
borhood furnished  the  lumber  for  all  buildings. 
They  also  carried  on  a  stave  factory  for  a  time.  In 
the  fall  of  1867,  they  removed  to  the  farm  upon 
which  Mr.  Bilderback  now  resides,  purchasing  and 
improving  seventy  acres  of  land,  and  also  there 
carrying  on  a  sawmill  for  about  five  years.  On 
the  expiration  of  that  period  our  subject  purchased 
his  brother's  interest  in  the  land  and  has  since 
bought  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  adjoining. 
His  industrious  labors  have  transformed  this  tract 
into  one  of  the  finest  and  most  valuable  tracts  of 
the  community. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bilderback  was  born  a  large 
famil}'  of  cliildren.  Willis  H.,  born  November  20, 
1848,  wedded  JNIar^-  Asbury,  by  whom  he  had  one 
child,  Nettie.  After  the  death  of  his  fust  wife  he 
married  Matilda  Austin,  and  they  have  seven  chil- 
dren, Ephraim,  Hiram,  Dell,  Ernest,  Murray,  Martha 
and  Minnie.  James  C,  born  January  1.5,  1851, 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months.  Maria,  born 
January  25,  1853,  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Wil- 
son, and  died  February  5,  1876,  leaving  two  chil- 
dren, Otis  and  Harve}'.  Mary  J.,  born  August  7, 
1855,  married  W.  L.  Asbur^-,  and  died  April  15, 
1893.  Three  of  their  eight  children  are  yet  liv- 
ing, Lettie,  Freddie  and  Aggie.  H.  Edwin,  born 
Jklay  10,  1857,  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  mouths. 
Gabriel  J.,  born  August  13,  1859,  married  Ann 
Bower,  and  they  have  four  children,  Hubert,  Har- 
vey, Mamie  and  Bessie.  Nancy  A.,  born  Septem- 
ber 1, 1861,  married  George  Whitsen,  by  whom  she 
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li.'ul  tliiee  oliil<lieii,Ma3',  Bell  and  Willie,  deceased. 
She  (lied  in  May,  1883.  Jolin  W.,  born  March  27, 
1 86  I ,  married  Addie  McCormit-k  and  they  have  two 
ehddren,  Claude  and  George.  William  A.,  born 
•June  19,  1868,  married  Cora  McCormiok  and  had 
a  daughter,  Gr.ace.  His  death  occurred  October  7, 
1891. 

For  many  years  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hilderback  have 
been  members  of  the  Presb^-terian  Church.  In 
politics  he  is  a  Republican,  having  supported  the 
party  since  its  organization.  Reserved  as  Collec- 
tor for  one  term.  During  the  late  war  he  mani- 
fested his  loyalty  to  the  Government  by  enlisting, 
August  •>».  1862,  in  Company  A,  Eightieth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  under  Capt.  Luther  Mann  and  Col. 
Thomas  Allen.  On  account  of  disability'  he  was 
discharged  in  Louisville.  Ky.,  in  March,  1863.  He 
has  ever  been  a  loyal  citizen,  prompt  and  faithful 
in  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  in  this  volume 
he  well  deserves  representation. 

til  O  M  A  S  P  E  N  W  A  R  D  E  N,  ex-Sheriff  of 
V,   Perry  County,  and  a  prominent  real-estate 

^y  dealer  of  Du  (Juoin,  is  one  of  the  wide- 
awake and  enterprising  citizens  to  whom  the  pros- 
l)erity  of  this  place  is  due.  A  native  of  Elgin 
County,  Canada,  he  was  born  January  28.  1843, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  Pen  warden,  a  native  of  Dev- 
onshire, England.  The  grandfather,  David  Pen- 
warden,  and  his  son  John  were  both  sea-faring 
men.  In  1812  the  familj'  came  to  America,  lo- 
cating in  Elgin  Count}',  Canada,  where  the  father 
was  frozen  to  death  when  Thomas  was  only  nine 
3'ears  old.  He  had  married  Sarah  Bromell,  also  a 
native  of  Devonshire.  After  the  death  of  her 
first  husband  she  was  again  married,  and  is  now 
living  in  Minnesota.  In  the  Penwarden  family 
were  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  of  whom  Thomas 
is  the  eldest.  John,  a  soldier  of  the  late  Civil 
War,  who  was  wounded  in  battle,  is  now  a  farmer 
of  Wisconsin;  Margaret  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Shep- 
herd; and  David,  who  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue, 
IS  now  living  in  Port  Huron,  Mich. 

A  year  after  his  father's  death,  Thomas  Pen- 
warden  started  out  to  make  his  own   way   in    the 


world.  After  that  he  received  no  school  privi- 
leges, and  for  some  years  had  a  hard  struggle  to 
get  along.  Going  to  Kansas,  he  experienced  all 
the  trials  of  frontier  life.  We  there  find  him  when 
the  Civil  War  broke  out.  When  the  first  call  for 
thirty  thousand  troops  was  made  he  promptly 
responded,  and  in  July,  1861,  became  a  member 
of  the  Third  Kans.as  Infantry.  Soon  afterward  he 
was  transferred  to  the  Fifth  Regiment,  and  for 
some  time  served  on  the  western  frontier,  taking 
part  in  the  battles  of  AVilson's  Creek,  Mo.,  and 
Pea  Ridge,  Ark.  He  afterward  went  on  the  Red 
River  expedition.  During  his  service  be  received 
three  wounds,  one  in  the  left  hand  at  AVilson's 
Creek,  another  in  the  right  knee  at  Helena,  Ark., 
and  the  third  at  Mark's  Mills,  where  he  was  shot 
through  the  head.  His  comrades,  thinking  life 
extinct,  left  him  on  the  battlefield,  where  he  lay 
unattended  from  Monday  at  ten  o'clock  until 
Wednesday  noon.  During  this  time  the  field  was 
in  possession  of  the  rebels.  He  was  wounded  in 
April,  and  although  it  was  thought  he  could  not 
recover,  the  following  August  he  was  again  in  the 
ranks,  and  was  with  Sherman  on  the  memorable 
march  to  the  sea,  taking  part  in  all  the  important 
engagements  of  the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  received 
an  honorable  discharge  in  Leavenworth,  Kan., 
July  7,  1865,  after  four  j'ears  of  faithful  service, 
during  which  time  he  was  always  found  at  his 
post,  valianti}-  defending  the  OW  Flag  and  the 
cause  it  represented. 

After  his  return  from  the  army,  Mr.  Penwarden 
located  in  Du  Quoin,  and  in  1866  married  Miss 
Jennie  Huston.  Thej'  have  two  sons,  Robert  and 
John,  both  of  whom  are  upon  the  farm.  For  some 
years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Penwarden  engaged 
in  mining  and  farming.  In  1880  he  was  elected 
Sheriff  of  Perry  County,  and  served  for  two  jears. 
In  1886  he  was  again  elected,  and  filled  the  office 
for  four  years.  During  his  first  term  the  only 
man  on  whom  capital  punishment  was  inflicted 
in  the  count}'  was  hung. 

On  his  retirement  from  oflice,  Mr.  Penwarden 
returned  to  his  farm  near  Du  Quoin,  and  soon 
afterward  embarked  in  the  real-estate  business,  in 
which  he  is  now  extensively  engaged.  He  is  also 
filling  the  office  of  Public  Administrator.     He  is  a 
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leading  member  of  the  Grand  Army  post,  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  in  politics  has  been  a  life- 
long Republican.  No  man  in  Perr}'  County  is 
more  widely  and  favorably  linown  than  Mr.  Pen- 
warden,  whose  friends  are  legion. 


*l^ 


^tr^'RANK  W.  CASP:,  the  popular  agent  of  tlie 
(^®  Il''"ois  Central  Railroad  Company,  and  the 
^\  St.  Louis,  Alton  <fe  Terre  Haute  Railroad 
Company,  has  charge  of  the  office  at  Du  Quoin. 
A  native  of  Momence,  111.,  he  was  born  February 
10,  1853.  His  father,  William  Case,  was  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State,  and  came  to  the  west  before 
the  city  of  Chicago  was  founded,  making  the  trip 
on  foot  from  Cleveland.  The  grandfather,  AVill- 
iani  Case,  Sr.,  visited  Chicago  when  Ft.  Dearborn 
was  the  onlj-  building  at  the  place.  He  entered 
land  in  Will  County,  111 ,  and  it  was  to  look  after 
this  property  that  his  son  William  came  to  the 
west. 

The  latter  followed  carpentering  as  well  as  farm- 
ing. During  the  late  war  he  served  as  a  soldier 
of  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty-seventh  Illinois 
Infantry  with  the  rank  of  Lieutenant,  and  was  af- 
terwards Army  Postmaster  in  Savannah,  Ga.  He 
is  now  living  retired  in  Cook  County.  He  mar- 
ried Ellen  B.  Roberts,  of  Niagara  Falls,  N.  Y.,  who 
with  her  parents  came  to  the  west  in  an  early  day, 
the  family  settling  iu  Momence,  111.,  where  her 
brother  became  a  prominent  merchant.  Her  father 
was  Sheriff  of  Will  County  in  the  early  '50s.  Will- 
iam Case,  in  compan}'  with  H.  M.  Singer,  opened 
up  the  first  stone  quarry  in  Lemont,  111.,  and  Mr. 
Singer,  who  was  an  uncle  of  our  subject,  was  Su- 
perintendent of  the  Illinois  Canal,  Mr.  Case  serv- 
ing as  foreman  under  him.  In  the  Case  family 
were  three  sons  and  a  daughter,  of  whom  Frank 
W.  is  the  eldest.  H.  S.,  of  Chicago,  is  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  Chicago  ife  Northwestern  Railroad 
Company.  Charles  II.  is  with  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  Company,  and  for  seven  years  has  been 
stationed  in  St.  Louis.  Florence  is  the  wife  of 
A.  H.  Sommuns,  a  wholesale  furniture  dealer  of 
Kansas  City. 

Mr.  Case  of  this  sketch  has  throughout  life  been 


connected  with  railroad  work.  At  the  age  of 
eight  he  became  a  messenger  boy  on  tlie  Chicago 
i'  Alton  Railroad,  and  little  by  little  he  has  mas- 
tered every  branch  of  the  business.  On  the  close 
of  the  late  war  he  went  on  the  train  as  brakeman, 
and  before  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  had  charge 
of  a  train  on  the  Chicago  it  Alton,  with  which  he 
continued  seven  years,  after  which  he  spent  two 
years  with  the  Indiana,  Blooiniiigtou  ct  Western 
Railroad.  Later  he  was  witli  different  roads  in 
Missouri  and  the  southwest,  including  tlie  Iron 
Mountain  Road.  He  spent  some  time  in  Texas  in 
other  business,  with  headquarters  at  Houston,  and 
subsequently  took  charge  of  the  yards  of  the  Chi- 
cago it  Alton  Road  at  the  Chicago  Stock  Yards. 
He  was  next  in  charge  of  the  yards  of  the  Grand 
Trunk,  with  several  assistants  under  him,  ami  thus 
served  for  a  year  and  a-half,  after  which  he  was 
with  the  Atchison,  LTnion  Pacific  and  NoiUiern 
Pacific  Roads  With  the  last-named  he  had  charge 
of  the  yards  in  Dulutli,  Minn. 

Later  Mr.  Case  returned  to  the  employ  of  the 
Chicago  i&  Alton,  and  subsequently  was  connected 
with  the  Travelers'  Insurance  Company  for  three 
years.  He  then  had  charge  of  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Yards  in  Chicago  until  the  time 
of  the  big  strike,  after  which  he  was  for  a  sliort 
time  with  the  Atchison  Road  at  Streator,  III-,  and 
then  served  as  station  agent  in  Huntington,  Oregon. 
He  was  also  made  Deput3-  Sheriff,  as  at  that  time 
there  was  much  burglary  on  the  roads  of  the  far 
west.  His  fight  against  this  class  of  citizens  made 
it  dangerous  for  him  to  retain  his  position, and  he 
was  warned  to  leave  the  place,  but  instead  of  doing 
so,  he  waged  war  more  desperately  than  ever,  and 
captured  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary  fifty-two 
of  the  robbers,  including  a  .Tustice  of  the  Peace 
and  Constable,  which  shows  that  he  not  only  had 
the  thieves  to  contend  against,  but  also  officers  of 
the  law,  who  were  linked  with  them  in  their  vil- 
lainy. 

Mr.  Case  was  later  sent  to  Portland,  where  he 
filled  the  same  position.  Afterward  he  served  in 
the  same  capacity  in  other  places,  and  in  the  spring 
of  1893  cam'e  to  Du  Quoin  to  take  charge  of  the 
yards.  Soon  afterward  he  was  made  agent  for 
both  the  Illinois  Central  and  St.  Louis,  Alton   & 
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Terie  Haute  Railroads.  The  position  lie  now  fills 
is  a  responsible  one.  He  is  a  most  tliorough<40inp; 
railroad  man.  having  masteied  ever}-  branch  of  the 
business,  and  is  capalile  of  tilling  any  pl.ace  on  the 
road. 

In  the  year  1879  Mr.  Case  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Maggie  E.,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Thorp, 
an  army  surgeon.  Mrs.  Case  was  with  her  father 
all  through  the  war,  and  was  with  him  on  many  of 
the  bloody  battlefields.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the 
sisters'  school  of  Warsaw,  and  is  a  lady  of  culture 
and  refinement.  They  have  had  two  children, 
Fred,  who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  months, 
and  Gertrude,  a  bright  maiden  of  eleven  summers. 
Mr.  Case  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason,  holding 
membership  with  a  blue  lodge  and  chapter  in  Chi- 
cago. While  in  .Slater,  Mo.,  he  served  as  Master 
of  the  lodge,  and  for  four  years  was  District 
Deputy-.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican parly. 


"SI 


^-^ 
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N.  POPE,  President  of  the  First   National 

,..   Bank   of  DuQuoin,  is  a  native  of  Franklin 

•^     County,  111.     lie  was  born  on  a  farm  near 

Benton  September  26,  1838,  and  is  a  son  of 
Dr.  Benjamin  Ward  Pope,  a  prominent  physician, 
who  also  followed  farming.  lie  was  born  in  Xorth 
Carolina  in  1806,  and  was  a  son  of  Hard}'  Pope, 
who  was  of  Scotch  and  English  descent  and  was  at 
one  time  an  extensive  land  and  slave  owner.  He 
died  in  Tennessee. 

Dr.  Pope  came  to  lliinc>is  in  1828,  settling  near 
Benton,  where  he  practiced  medicine,  operated  a 
farm  and  built  the  first  gristmill  in  southern  Uli- 
iKiis.  He  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War  and  was 
a  man  of  far  more  than  average  intelligence  and 
abilit}'.  He  came  to  the  stale  in  limited  circum- 
stances, but  by  well  directed  efforts  and  upright 
dealings  he  accumulated  a  handsome  property. 
He  was  a  most  ardent  Democrat,  and  long  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  died  in  1873.  He  had 
been  twice  married.  He  first  wedded  Sarah  Head, 
a  nativ.e  of  Tennessee,  and  a  daughter  of  a  wealthy 
slaveholder.  .She  was  a  lady  of  much  culture, 
having  been  reared  in    ease    and    luxur}'.     They 


became  the  parents  of  two  children :  P.  N.  and  Ben- 
jamin F.,  who  is  engaged  in  merchandising  in 
Du  (.^uoin.  Another  brother,  William  .1.,  was  a 
prominent  and  wealthy  farmer  of  Williamson 
County,  and  there  died  after  the  death  of  the 
father.  B}'  his  second  marriage  Dr.  Pope  had 
two  daughters  and  one  son,  the  latter  being  Dr. 
Taylor  .S.  Pope,  who  was  a  prominent  physician, 
but  is  now  engaged  in  merchandising  in  Benton, 
111.  .  One  of  the  sisters  is  the  wife  of  Dr.  Benja- 
min F.  Pope,  of  Du  (Juoin. 

Our  subject  was  reared  in  the  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads,  and  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Benton.  Before  he  had  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  engaged  in  the  milling 
business  with  his  father  and  brothers,  and  also  en- 
gaged in  merchandising.  In  1859,  in  company- 
with  his  brother,  Benjamin  F.,  he  came  to  Du 
Quoin,  where  he  engaged  in  grain  dealing  and  in 
merchandising.  In  1867  he  sold  his  interest  in 
the  store,  but  continued  in  the  grain  business, 
■while  his  brother  carried  on  merchandising.  In 
1877,  in  company'  with  Heniv  Horn,  he  established 
the  Du  Quoin  Bank,  with  which  he  was  connected 
until  1887,  when  he  sold  his  interest  in  the  same. 
During  all  this  time  he  continued  to  deal  in  grain, 
and  to  that  business  devoted  his  energies  until 
1892,  when  lie  sold  out,  and.  in  company  with 
other  capitalists,  established  the  First  National 
Bank,  of  which  he  was  elected  President.  This 
is  one  of  the  strongest  financial  institutions  in 
the  state,  and  was  one  of  the  very  few  that  con- 
tinued to  loan  money  during  Ihc  financial  de- 
pression of  1893.  The  success  of  this  bank  is  un- 
doubtedly due  in  a  large  measure  to  Mr.  Pope. 

In  1866  Mr.  Pope  was  united  in  marriage  wiili 
Eliza  C.  Pierce,  who  was  born  in  southern  Illinois 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Capt.  .lames  Pierce,  a 
Mexican  soldier,  who  lost  his  life  in  that  war. 
Mrs.  Pope  was  a  college  graduate  and  .-i  lady  of 
superior  qualities.  She  died  in  1880,  leaving  four 
children:  E.  H.,  a  railroad  engineer  on  the  St. 
Louis,  Atchison  <fe  Terre  Haute  Railroad,  living  in 
Pinckneyvillc,  III.;  W.  K.,  at  home;  C.  E.,  a  law 
student  in  the  State  University;  and  Kate,  who 
graduated  from  Forest  Park  University  and  is  now 
her  father's  confidential  clerk  in   the    bank.     In 
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1881  Mr.  Pope  wedded  Ellen  J.  McClure,  daugh- 
ter of  George  Y.  McClure,  who  was  a  Lieutenant 
in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  lost  his  life  in  the  serv- 
ice. Mrs.  Pope  is  a  highlj-  educated  lady,  and  for 
eight  years  before  her  marriage  successfully  en- 
gaged in  teaching.  By  this  union  have  been  born 
three  children,  Lillian,  Editii  and  Helen.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Pope  are  connected  with  the  Christian 
Church,  to  the  support  of  which  they  contribute 
liberally. 

In  connection  wilii  his  other  business  interests 
Mr.  Pope  is  lialf  owner  in  the  St.  Nicholas  Hotel, 
the  largest  and  finest  hotel  in  the  city,  and  has 
much  otlier  valuable  property,  being  numbered 
among  the  wealthiest  men  of  the  county.  His 
residence  property,  which  includes  twenty  acres  of 
land,  is  one  of  the  finest  in  Du  Quoin.  Mr.  Pope 
is  a  man  of  most  excellent  business  and  executive 
abilit}-,  and  the  success  which  has  come  to  him  is 
the  result  of  his  enterprise,  industry  and  well 
directed  efforts.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and 
has  served  as  Treasurer  of  the  blue  lodge  and 
chapter  for  many  years.  He  has  never  aspired  to 
political  honors,  but,  like  all  of  his  family,  is  a 
Democrat. 

' ^^^J^P • 

''  OHN  B.  ROSSON,  M.  D.,  a  practicing  phy- 
sician of  Ava,  was  born  November  30, 
1849,  in  Marshall  County,  Tenn.,  and  is  a 
son  of  Osborn  Rosson,  who  was  born  in 
North  Carolina  September  23,  1813.  The  grand- 
father was  Joseph  Rosson,  and  his  father  was  an  offi- 
cer of  the  Revolution,  who  served  on  the  staff  of 
General  AVashington  and  was  present  at  the  sur- 
render of  Cornwallis,  at  Yorktown.  He  was  a 
prominent  man  and  a  well  known  physician,  who 
graduated  from  .Tefiferson  Medical  College  of  Phil- 
adelphia. He  was  of  Scotch  and  French  lineage. 
The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Rebecca  Patton,  and  was  born  in  Tennes- 
see in  1823.  Her  father,  John  Patton,  was  a  na- 
tive of  North  Carolina,  of  Scotch  and  German 
descent,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  war  in 
Florida.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were  mar- 
ried in  Tennessee  in  1839,  and  removing  to  the 
western  part  of  the  state, located  near  Union  City, 


where  Mr.  Rosson  developed  a  farm.  Upon  that 
place  he  made  his  home  until  1866,  wiien  he  came 
with  his  family  to  Jackson  County,  111.,  locating 
in  Vergennes  Township.  He  is  now  a  resident  of 
Pomona.  During  his  residence  in  the  south  he 
was  a  Douglas  Democrat  and  never  feared  to  ex- 
press his  views.  During  the  war  he  was  a  strong 
advocate  of  the  Union.  Mrs.  Rosson  died  De- 
cember 27,  1875.  She  was  a  cousin  of  General 
Forrest,  and  they  were  reared  as  brother  and  sister. 

In  the  Rosson  family  were  five  clfildren:  The 
Doctor;  Jennie,  wife  of  Dr.  O.  L.  Mahoney,  of 
Ph(£nix,  Ariz.;  William  T.,  who  lives  with  his 
father;  James  A.,  who  is  married  and  makes  his 
home  in  Carbondale;  and  Theodore  W.,  a  drug- 
gist of  Pomona.  Dr.  Rosson  was  reared  on  a 
farm  and  acquired  his  education  in  Newburn  Col- 
lege, of  Tennessee.  He  then  embarked  in  teaching, 
which  profession  he  followed  for  five  jears. 
During  that  time  he  spent  his  leisure  hours  in 
studying  medicine,  and  later  attended  lectures  at 
the  Ohio  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  on  the  1st  of  March,  1872. 
He  began  practice  in  Jackson  Count}-  and  has 
since  continued  the  prosecution  of  his  profession. 

On  the  26tli  of  March,  1876,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Dr.  Rosson  and  Miss  Louise  Perry. 
They  had  four  children:  Charles  Tildun,  Dora  L., 
Rebecca  Maud  and  Jennie  Forrest.  On  the  2d 
of  June,  1889,  the  Doctor  wedded  Miss  Phoebe  A., 
daughter  of  Rev.  Joseph  B.  and  Angeline  (May- 
field)  Davis,  who  were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and 
became  pioneer  .settlers  of  Jackson  County.  The 
father  was  one  of  the  early  Methodist  ministers  of 
this  region.  Mrs.  Rosson  was  born  in  De  .Soto 
Township  August  31,  1865,  and  is  a  higlil}-  edu- 
cated lady,  a  graduate  of  Simpson  College  of  In- 
dianola,  Jowa.  She  is  Count}'  President  of  the 
Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  and  is 
prominent  in  benevolent  and  temperance  work. 
She  also  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
By  her  marriage  she  has  one  son,  Ray  Wright. 

The  Doctor  holds  membership  with  the  Odd 
Fellows'  society  and  the  Knights  of  l'3thias,  also 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Good  Templars. 
In  1889  he  removed  to  Ava,  and  is  now  serving 
as  a  member  of  its  Board  of  Health.     He  has  also 
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been  a  member  of  the  School  Board.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  an  ardent  .idvocate  of  the 
Democracy,  lie  belongs  to  the  Soullieni  Illinois 
Medical  Association,  has  been  its  .Secretary-  two 
years,  and  is  its  stenographer.  For  six  years  he 
has  been  connected  with  the  American  IMeuical 
Association,  lie  has  written  ni;iny  able  articles 
for  medical  journals  and  has  won  a  prominence  in 
his  profession  that  is  certainly  enviable,  having 
performed  many  successful  surgical  operations, 
which  are  to-dav  living  monuments  of  his  skill. 


_iSJ 


UDGK  DAVID  IJ.  THOMAS.  .Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  general  agent  for  the  Hartford 
Life  Insurance  Company,  also  several  fire 
insurance  companies,  is  a  vvell  known  citizen 
of  Murphysboro,  and  a  man  liiglily  esteemed  for 
his  sterling  qualities.  He  pos.^'csses  those  character- 
istics which  win  him  friends,  and  b3'  his  pleasant 
and  cordial  manner  and  uprisjht  life  has  gained  the 
confidence  and  good  will  of  all  wiio  know  him. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  the  parisii 
of  .St.  Clair,  Wales,  September  I,  1828,  and  is  a 
sou  of  Henjamin  aixl  .lane  (Lewis)  Thomas.  His 
father  was  a  Welsh  farmer,  and  died  in  that  coun- 
try at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  The  mother  also 
spent  her  entire  life  in  lier  native  land.  Our  sub- 
ject is  the  youngest  and  only  surviving  child  in  a 
family  of  eleven.  He  was  reared  upon  the  home 
farm  until  Iwenty-llve  and  attended  the  subscrip- 
tion schools.  He  then  became  a  railroad  porter, 
and  from  that  position  worked  his  way  upward 
until  he  became  one  of  the  leading  conductors.  He 
was  offered  the  position  of  Division  Superintend- 
ent, but  for  some  time  he  had  hoped  to  come  to 
America,  and  resolved  that  he  would  now  seek  a 
home  in  the  New  World. 

In   Wales,  Mr.  Thomas  wedded  Frances  Jones. 
The}'  were  married  in    18.50,  and  her  death  occur- 
red in  1862.  She  left  three  children:  .Joseph  B.,  who 
is  now  clerking  for  his  brother;  Thomas  B.,  a  mer- 
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chant  of  this  place;  and  Jane,  wife  of  James  Mark, 
of  Murphysboro.  In  1864  Mr.  Thomas  came  with 
his  children  to  America,  sailing  on  the  vessel  "Old 
Webster"  from  Liverpool  to  New  York,  where  he 
arrived  after  a  voyage  of  six  weeks.  Going  to 
Scranton,  Pa.,  he  secured  a  railroad  position,  and 
in  1867  came  to  Murphysboro  with  the  .Su|)crin- 
tendent  of  the  Mt.  Carbon  Coal  Works.  For  two 
years  he  had  charge  of  the  lumber  department,  and 
then  engaged  in  coal  mining  for  ten  years,  after 
which  he  became  general  agent  of  the  transporta- 
tion department  of  theCarbondale  Coal  and  Coke 
Company.  Later  he  was  made  Superintendent 
of  the  coke  ovens,  having  charge  of  their  one 
hundred  and  eight  ovens  at  Harrison  for  two 
years. 

In  18£4  Mr.  Thomas  organized  the  Bryden  Coal 
and  Coke  Company,  of  Ora  Township,  and  pur- 
chased the  drift  mine,  of  which  he  was  Superintend- 
ent two  years,  when  he  sold  out.  He  next  turned 
his  attention  to  the  insurance  business,  becoming 
general  agent  for  the  Hartford  Company  between 
the  Wabash  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  and  foreight 
years  he  traveled  over  southern  Illinois.  Having 
through  good  management  and  business  ability  ac- 
quired a  handsome  competence,  he  is  now  living  a 
retired  life,  save  that  he  is  serving  as  Justice  of 
the  Peace.  For  three  years  he  served  as  Supervisor 
of  his  township,  was  elected  Collector  for  two 
terms,  and  in  the  spring  of  1893  was  made  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  receiving  a  large  majority.  He  has 
ever  been  a  stalwart  advocate  of  the  princii)les  of 
the  Democratic  jiai  ty. 

Since  coming  to  this  country,  Mr.  Thomas  has 
again  been  married.  He  wedded  Miss  Tennessee 
Couiis,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee  and  died  seven 
months  after  her  marriage.  In  1873  Miss  FLIiza 
Wilson,  a  native  of  Jackson  County,  became  his 
wife.  They  reside  on  Cherry  Street,  and  are  well 
known  peoi)le  of  this  community.  Mr.  Thomas  is 
ever  found  on  the  side  of  right  and  is  an  active 
worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South, 
as  is  also  his  wife.  For  some  years  he  was  Super- 
intendent in  the  Sunday-school,  and  he  is  also  a 
stalwart  advocate  of  temperance.  He  belongs  to 
the  Odd  Fellows'  society  of  Mt.  Carbon,  and  to 
the  encampment,  and  has  represented  his  lodge  in 
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the  Grand  Lodge.  For  two  years  he  served  as 
Scliool  Director  in  Mt.  Carbon,  and  the  cause  of 
education  finds  in  him  a  faithful  friend. 

"\f(OIlN  II.  DELANO,  President  of  the  Board 
of  Trade  of  Murphyshoro,  and  dealer  in 
general  merchandise,  is  numbered  among 
tlie  native  sons  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Bunker  Hill,  M.acoupin  County,  Janu- 
ary 28,  1843.  [lis  father,  William  A.  Delano,  was 
born  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  grandfather,  Gideon 
Delano,  was  a  native  of  New  Bedford,  Mass.  The 
latter  was  a  farmer,  and  in  1848  emigrated  to  the 
west,  where  his  last  days  were  spent.  The  family 
is  descended  from  the  old  French  Huguenots,  and 
the  first  American  ancestors  crossed  the  Atlantic 
in  the  ship  "Fortune"  in  1623,  the  second  ship 
that  sailed  from  England.  The  name  was  originally 
spelled  De  La  Noye. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  on  a  farm 
in  Massachusetts,  afterward  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising in  Ellington,  Conn.,  and  later  was  con- 
nected with  the  silk  industry  of  New  .Jersey.  In 
1838,  he  became  one  of  the' pioneer  settlers  of  Ma- 
coupin County,  III.,  and  about  1848  went  to  St. 
Louis,  where  he  carried  on  merchandising  until 
1859.  He  then  engaged  in  the  lumber  and  milling 
business  in  Ironton,  Mo.,  and  was  also  a  merchant  of 
that  place,  where  he  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
in  187G.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and 
served  as  a  delegate  to  the  national  convention  in 
Baltimore.  The  Presbyterian  Church  found  in  him 
a  faithful  member,  and  he  served  as  one  of  its  El- 
ders. His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Sophia  Hall,  was  born  in  Ellington,  Conn.,  and 
was  of  English  lineage.  Her  father.  Prof.  John 
Hall,  established  the  high  school  of  Ellington,  and 
continued  its  Principal  until  his  death.  Mrs.  De- 
lano yet  makes  her  home  in  St.  Louis. 

John  H.,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  is  the  second 
in  a  family  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom  are  yet 
living,  lie  was  educated  in  the  public  and  high 
schools  of  St.  Louis,  but  left  that  city  the  year  be- 
fore his  graduation  and  aided  Ins  father  in  the 
Store.     On  attaining   his  majority,  he  enlisted,  in 


the  fall  of  1864,  as  a  member  of  Company  F, 
Fortj-seventh  Missouri  Infantry,  and  wasniustered 
in  at  Pilot  Knob.  Soon  afterward  he  was  detailed 
as  Sergeant- Jilajor  of  the  regiment.  Pursued  by 
Price  after  the  battle  of  Pilot  Knob,  he  went  to 
Rollo,  l\Io.,  and  then  proceeded  to  Tennessee  to 
relieve  Thomas.  Later  he  went  scnith,  where  he 
did  garrison  duty  until  the  close  of  the  war.  In 
May,  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  in  St.  Louis  as 
Second  Lieutennnt  of  Company  E,  Furty-seventh 
Missouri  Infantry. 

Irainediately  after  his  return,  Mr.  Delano  re- 
sumed work  in  his  father's  store.  He  afterward 
carried  on  business  in  Pocahontas,  Ark.,  furayear^ 
and  then  again  went  to  Ironton,  Mo.,  where  his 
father  had  built  a  water  mill.  He  became  agent 
for  the  Southern  and  Adams  Express  Companies, 
which  position  he  held  for  four  years,  and  was  As- 
sistant Postmaster  for  two  years.  After  his  father's 
death  he  closed  up  the  business,  and  in  1882  be- 
came a  traveling  salesman,  representing  the  firm 
of  Krafft,  Holmes  &  Co.,  of  St.  Louis,  wholesale 
grocers.  In  September  of  that  year  he  was  offered 
the  management  of  the  mercantile  store  at  Pilot 
Knob,  owned  by  the  Ore  &  Steele  Company,  of  St. 
Louis.  His  time  was  thus  occupied  until  the  year 
1884,  when  he  was  sent  to  this  place  as  manager 
of  their  store.  The  Illinois  Truck  Lan  prevented 
the  firm  from  sealing  goods  in  this  state,  so  in 
connection  with  W.  S.  Craine,  our  subject  bought 
out  the  store  of  his  employers.  He  now  deals  in 
general  merchandise  and  all  kinds  of  miners'  sup- 
plies. He  occupies  a  storeroom  25x70  feet,  with 
a  basement,  and  employment  is  furnished  to  four 
salesmen. 

In  Ironton,  Mo.,  in  1868,  Mr.  Delano  wedded 
Miss  Mattie  Harvey,  a  native  of  Keeseville,  N.  Y. 
They  now  have  seven  children:  John,  a  fireman  on 
the  Mobile  <k  Ohio  Railroad;  Arthur,  who  was 
graduated  from  the  Manual  Training  Sch<iol  of  St. 
Louis  in  the  Class  of  '93;  William,  Carrie,  Jennie, 
Harvey  and  Chester. 

While  living  in  Ironton,  Mr.  Delano  served  as 
School  Director  for  four  years,  and  proved  an  etti- 
cieiit  otHeei',  for  the  cause  of  education  has  ever 
found  in  him  a  warm  friend.  Socially,  he  is  a 
Mason,  belonging  to  the  blue  lodge  and  chapter  of 
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Carbondale.  He  is  also  the  honored  Commander 
of  Worthen  Post  No.  128,  C.  A.  K.  In  politics,  he 
is  a  stalwart  Ropublicau,  and  in  religioii.s  belief  is 
a  Presbyterian,  lie  laku.s  a  ver^'  prominent  part 
in  church  and  benevolent  work, and  is  now  serving 
as  EMer  and  Trustee  of  tlie  church,  and  as  Siipcr- 
iiilendenl  of  the  Sunday-school.  In  tlie  sprinj?  of 
18i)l,  he  aided  in  the  organization  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  of  whicli  he  was  ni.ade  ^'ice-1'residont,  and 
at  the  deatli  of  C.  C.  Smith,  he  succeeded  to  the 
Presidi'iu'V.  lie  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  leading 
business  men  of  Murphysl)oro,  and  his  prominence 
in  business,  church  and  social  circles  makes  iiim 
well  worthy  of  representation  in  the  history  of  his 
adopted  country. 

•Spa  DWARD  AMES  DAVIS,  M.  D.,  a  prominent 
'fel  practicing  phy.sician  of  Ava.and  one  of  the 
llL=ii  leading  citizens  of  that  place,  is  so  widely 
and  favorably  known  that  he  needs  no  special 
introduction  to  our  readers,  yet  this  volume  would 
be  incomplete  without  the  record  of  his  life.  He 
was  born  in  Red  River  County,  Tex.,  June  17, 
1849,  and  is  of  Welsh  descent.  His  grandfather, 
Amos  Davis,  was  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Indiana, 
having  made  settlement  there  when  the  entire 
country  w.as  a  wilderness  infested  by  Indians  and 
wild  animals. 

The  father  of  our  subject.  Rev.  Absalom  I.ooney 
Davis,  was  born  in  East  Tennessee  in  1812,  and  at 
the  age  of  two  years  was  taken  by  his  parents  to 
southern  Indiana,  near  the  present  site  of  New 
Albany.  Two  of  his  uncles  were  participants  in 
the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and  one  of  them,  Will- 
iam Davis,  was  killed  in  that  engagement.  Dur- 
ing the  Mexican  War,  and  prior  to  the  annexation 
of  Texas,  Rev.  Mr.  Davis  removed  to  the  Lone 
Star  State,  and  visited  Dallas  when  that  now  flour- 
ishing city  contained  but  a  few  log  sh.anties.  He 
was  licensed  as  a  local  preacher  in  the  Southern 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  while  he  followed 
that  profession,  his  occupation  in  life  was  that  of 
farming. 

Removing  to  Illinois  in  1859,  Rev.  A.  L.  Davis 
engaged  in  the  mcicantile  business  for  a  few  years, 
and  afterward  devoted  his  attention  exclusively 
to  the  ministry.  He  was  the  principal  factor  in  the 


organization  of  the  Southern  Methodist  Church 
in  Illinois.  In  youth  his  advantages  were  meagre, 
and  he  attended  school  only  a  few  days,  yet  by 
diligent  study,  by  the  reading  of  good  books,  and 
by  the  exercise  of  determination,  he  obtained  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  the  English  language,  which 
he  s[)okc  llucntly  and  wrote  correctly.  He  \vas  an 
eloquent  speaker,  a  perfect  judge  of  the  Methodist 
doctrine  and  law,  and  a  leading  member  of  his 
chosen  denomination.  His  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Elizabeth  C.  Lidaka,  was  born  in  East 
Tennessee  in  1810,  and  was  descended  from  an  old 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  family.  When  about  three 
j'ears  old  she  was  taken  to  Indiana  by  her  parents. 
A  lady  of  devoted  Christian  character,  she  was 
loved  by  all  who  knew  her,  and  her  death  in  18fil 
was  widely  mourned. 

Of  a  family  of  ten  children,  four  are  yet  living: 
Green  Berry,  Postmaster  and  druggist  of  DeSoto, 
111.;  Amos  .1..  a  farmer  of  Texas;  Edward  A.,  of 
this  sketch;  and  John  L.,  a  cai-i)enter  of  DeSoto. 
Rev.  Mr.  Davis  was  a  second  time  married.  His 
death  occurred  in  April,  1882,  and  his  remains 
were  laid  to  rest  in  De  Soto,  where  he  had  made 
his  home  since  18.59.  He  was  a  man  of  great  en- 
ergy, yet  was  modest,  kind-hearted  and  charitable 
to  a  fault.  He  loved  his  family  and  humanity, 
and  endeavored  to  make  the  world  better  for  his 
having  lived  in  it. 

At  the  time  of  coming  to  Illinois,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  a  lad  of  ten  years.  The  trip  was 
made  overland  witii  sixty  horses  anri  one  hundred 
and  fifty  cattle,  and  he  rode  horseback  the  entire 
distance  of  one  thousand  miles.  Upon  his  pon^' 
he  swam  tlic  Canadian  River,  a  very  wide  and 
swift  stream  of  water.  After  settling  in  Illinois 
he  suffered  for  some  time  from  chills,  and  during 
the  first  eighteen  months  in  this  state  was  accus- 
tomed to  attend  school  twt)  days  and  "shake"  at 
home  the  third  daj'.  However,  he  had  a  splendid 
constitution,  and  although  he  was  sick  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  time  in  boyhood  and  for  three  years 
suffered  from  rheumatism,  he  is  now  quite  robust. 

The  Doctor  was  educated  in  Illinois  and  one  of 
his  teachers  was  Cyrus  Thomas,  now  entomologist 
in  the  Smithsonian  Institute  of  Washington,  I).  C. 
He  taught  school  one  term,  then  engaged  in  clerk- 
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ing,  also  worked  at  the  carpenter's  trade  and  in  a 
drug  store.  In  1869  lie  began  the  study  of  medi- 
cine under  Dr.  Robinson,  of  DeSoto,  and  after  at- 
tending a  course  of  lectures  in  the  Missouri  Med- 
ical College  of  St.  Louis,  he  located  at  Ava  and 
began  the  practice  of  his  profession.  He  passed  the 
examination  before  the  State  Board  in  1880,  car- 
rying off  the  highest- scholarship  in  the  class  of 
fifteen.  He  was  graduated  from  the  Missouri 
INIedical  College  in  1887,  and  has  since  continu- 
ousl}'  engaged  in  practice  at  Ava. 

As  a  physician,  surgeon  :vnd  gynecologist,  Dr. 
Davis  has  .acquired  a  more  than  local  reputation, 
and  in  many  surgical  operations,  such  as  herniot- 
omy, tracheotomy  and  laparotom}',  he  has  been 
uniformly  successful.  While  he  does  not  fear  to 
undertake  any  kind  of  an  operation,  he  is  yet 
cautious  and  sympathetic  to  an  unusual  degree. 
One  of  tlie  most  difficult  ojjerations  undertaken 
by  him  was  the  removal  of  a  five-pound  tumor 
from  the  right  lumbar  region,  the  patient  being  a 
lady  sixty  years  of  age.  .She  neither  lost  lest  nor 
appetite,  and  the  wound  healed  bj"  first  intention. 
The  Doctor  is  a  man  of  large  heart  and  the  utmost 
generosity,  and  never  collects  a  bill  for  medical 
services  from  dependent  widows, girls  that  depend 
upon  their  own  labor  for  support,  and  charitable 
subjects.  Realizing  that  the  road  of  life  is  brief 
and  will  be  traveled  but  once,  it  is  his  desire  to  do 
all  the  good  possible  while  passing.  In  his  prac- 
tice he  does  not  use  alcoholic  liquor,  and  is  an 
enemy  of  the  liquor  tratlic. 

Politically,  the  Doctor  adheres  to  the  principles 
of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  in  1890  was  their 
candidate  for  Congress,  and  in  1888  was  nomin- 
ated upon  that  ticket  for  the  office  of  Coroner. 
He  opposes  monopolies,  and  believes  that  railroads 
and  telegraph  lines  should  be  under  the  control  of 
the  Government;  that  emigration  should  be  re- 
stricted; that  the  (joverninent  should  issue  all  mon- 
eys direct  to  the  people;  that  both  sexes  should  have 
equal  rights  of  suffrage;  and  that  the  American 
public  school  system  should  receive  the  support  of 
every  true  American  citizen.  He  opposes  the 
bond  sj'stem  and  national  banks  as  banks  of  issue, 
and  also  opposes  alien  ownership  of  land. 

Dr.  Davis  has  been   alike  prominent  in  church 


work,  has  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school,  is  an  earnest  worker  in  the  cause  of  tem- 
perance, and  has  seivcd  as  AVorthy  Chief  and  is 
now  financial  secretary  in  the  (iood  Templars' 
lodge.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity- 
and  is  now  .Junior  Warden.  In  politics  he  is  a 
stalwart  advocate  of  the  Prohibition  jiarty,  and 
does  all  in  his  power  for  its  advancement.  He  is 
a  friend  to  the  public  schools  and  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  his  town.  In  1893,  he  was  elected  Pres- 
ident of  the  Village  Board  of  Ava,  and  we  can 
thus  sum  up  the  opinions  of  his  fellow-citizens  by 
quoting  what  one  paper  said  of  him:  '-Dr.  Davis, 
the  newly  elected  President  of  the  Board,  is  a  man 
of  whom  nothing  but  the  best  can  be  said.  He  is  a 
man  to  be  admired,  loved,  honored  and  respected, 
and  one  who  can  oul}-  be  appreciated  most  by  those 
who  are  familiarl}-  acquainted  with  liiin.  Honest, 
and  true  to  the  dictates  of  his  conscience,  he  stands 
boldl}'  before  the  people  of  Ava  as  a  genuine 
specimen  of  true  manhood." 

May  7,  1871,  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Luc}-  C. 
Walker,  who  was  born  in  Somerset  County.  Pa., 
Julv  18,  1846,  and  was  a  daughter  of  (iabriel  and 
Elizabeth  Walker,  noble  Christian  pioneers  of 
German  blood.  Lucy  C.  was  educated  in  English 
and  German  in  Pennsylvania,  and  when  a  girl  at 
home  was  noted  for  many  kind  acts, one  of  which 
was  to  carry  food  to  a  family  afflicted  with  small- 
pox, she  and  one  of  her  associates  being  the  only 
persons  in  the  community  that  dared  venture  near 
the  house.  Coming  to  Illinois  in  1869,  she  made 
her  home  with  her  brother,  Samuel  Walker,  until 
her  marriage.  She  was  a  girl  of  noble  character, 
lovely  and  pleasant  in  her  daily  life,  gentle  and 
tender  in  heart,  and  of  an  energetic  disiX)sition. 
Her  face  was  beautiful,  but  not  less  so  than  her  char- 
acter. She  was  never  idle, and  won  the  Doctor's 
heart  one  day  as  he  was  passing  while  she  was  at  the 
wash  tub.  Her  home,  though  plain  and  humble,  she 
made  a  paradise  of  love,  peace,  happiness  and  har- 
mony. In  Pennsylvania  she  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  but  after  coming  to  Illinois  was 
identified  with  the  Presb\  terian  Church.  Her  onl}' 
child.  May  L.,  w.as  born  February-  18,  1872,  and  is 
an  amiable  and  acconqilished  young  lady  and  a 
talented  musician;  she  is  the  wife  of  Cliarles  Brett, 
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a  young   man  of  noble  principle   and  character. 

Mrs.  Davis  was  called  to  ber  final  rest  April  13, 
1893.  In  an  obituary  notice  was  written  the  fol- 
lowing: "Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  robust 
health  was  never  hers,  few  women  have  done 
more  in  the  cause  of  good  in  every  walk  of  life 
than  she  did.  A  persistent  worker  in  tlie  church, 
a  true  friend,  an  untiring  helper  of  lier  husband 
and  a  most  tender  mother,  she  united  in  herself 
those  virtues  which  made  her  so  lovely  and  lova- 
ble." 

The  following  resolutions  were  passed  by  tlie 
Ava  Presbyterian  Sahballi-school: 

'''Calm  on  tlie  bosom  of  thy  God, 

Dear  sister,  rest  thee  now. 
E'en  while  with  us  thy  footsteps  trod. 
Ills  seal  was  on  thy  brow.' 

"Resolved,.  That  in  the  death  of  his  beloved 
wife  and  companion,  our  worthy  brother  and  his 
daughter  liave  sustained  one  of  the  grestest  sor- 
rows that  fall  to  tlie  lot  of  man. 

"■' Resolved,  That  we  tender  to  our  esteemed 
brother  and  his  daughter  our  heat-felt  love  and 
sympathy  in  this  their  darkest  hour,  and  hope 
they  may  be  sustained  and  soothed  by  an  unfalt- 
tering  trust  in  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well. 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  death  of  our  esteemed 
sister,  J>ucy  C.  Davis,  this  seli(X)l  has  lost  a  worthy 
teacher  and  consistent  worker,  a  kind  and  loving 
friend,  whose  presence  was  a  bright  raj'  of  sun- 
shine, dispelling  tlie  gloom  from  our  hearts;  her 
husband,  a  devoted  companion;  her  daughter,  a 
loving,  kind  and  gentle  mother." 

Her  Sunday-school  class  passed  the  following: 
"Whkkeas,  The  all-wise  God  has  called  our 
beloved  teacher,  Mrs.  Lucy  C.  Davis,  from  earth 
to  Heaven,  we  as  a  class  have  lost  a  ver^'  earnest 
and  devoted  teacher,  but  our  loss  is  Heaven's  gain. 
Her  place  in  the  class  will  never  be  forgotten.  The 
tender  love  and  kindness  she  had  for  us  will  never 
die.  We  extend  our  gre:it  love  and  sympathy  to 
her  husband.  Dr.  K.  A.  Davis,  and  daughter,  Mrs. 
Charles  Brett." 

The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  also 
passed  resolutions  speaking  of  her  untiring  service 


in  the  cause  of  temperance,  and  closing  it  with 
these  words: 

"Resolved,  That  we  tender  our  deepest  sympa- 
thy to  the  husband  and  daughter  and  commend  to 
them  her  glorious  awakening  from  the  bed  of  pain 
and  suffering  to  regions  of  perennial  sunsliine 
and  .!J:lory  in  full  communion  with  her  Savior.  We 
commend  to  them  as  a  rich  legacy  the  blessing  of 
ber  memory,  wliicii  will  rest  upon  all  who  knew  her. 
We  commend  to  them  the  tender  welcome  which 
must  have  been  hers  as  she  entered  the  sunset 
gate  and  the  Master's  smiling  ajjproval  as  He  said: 

"  'Thine  is  the  crown  of  the  toilers 
Who  gathered  for  Me  in  thy  name. 
And  the  bells  of  Heaven  were  ringing 
While  the  angel  choirs  were  singing, 
.She  has  come.'  " 


REDERICK  A.  C.  KUEIILE,  one  of  the 
self-made  men  of  Murpliysboro,  who  is  now 
/1\  ""  serving  as  its  etticient  Postmaster,  is  one  of 
the  native  sons  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Cairo,  Septeinl)er  17,1863.  His  father, 
Fred  A.  Kuehle,  was  born  and  reared  in  German}', 
and  there  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  New 
Orleans,  and  after  a  short  time  went  to  Cape 
Girardeau,  Mo.,  and  thence  to  Cairo,  111.,  where  he 
engaged  in  merchandising.  In  1870  he  came  to 
Murph3-sboro,  and  as  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Kuehle  it-  Son  still  carries  on  mercantile  pursuits. 
He  wedded  Mary  Gilhofer,  who  w.as  born  in  Ger- 
many, and  with  her  parents  came  to  this  countr}-. 
They  went  first  to  Chicago  and  tiienee  to  Cairo, 
111.     Her  father  served  in  the  late  war. 

Mr.  Kuehle,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  is  the 
eldest  of  a  family  of  ten  cliildien,  eight  of  whom 
are  yet  living.  He  coniiileted  his  education  in  the 
high  school  of  this  place  and  became  a  competent 
and  j)racti('al  bookkeeper.  lie  was  first  employed 
by  the  Bivdeii  Coal  and  Ct)ke  Company,  serving 
as  their  head  bookkeeper  for  eight  consecutive 
years,  when  the  firm  made  an  assignment.  He 
then  continued  with  tlie  assignee  for  four  years, 
in  charge  of  the  shipping  department  and  as  book- 
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keeper,  after  which  he  resigned  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  Deputy  Circuit  Clerk,  in  February,  1889, 
liaving  been  appointed  by  II.  W.  Watson.  He  re- 
signed tliat  office  October  1,  1893,  for  he  had  been 
appointed  Postmaster  on  the  23d  of  Septeml)er  by 
President  Cleveland.  Soon  afterward  he  entered 
upon  the  duties  of  the  position,  whicli  he  has  since 
faithfully  and  promptly  performed. 

On  the  18th  of  December,  1888,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Kuehle  and  Miss  Edna  C. 
Pigott,  a  native  of  Alabama.  They  have  a  pleas- 
ant home  on  Second  Street,  which  is  the  abode  of 
hospitality.  With  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
they  hold  membership.  In  politics  Mr.  Kuehle  is 
a  stalwart  Democrat,  and  in  1891  was  elected  on 
that  ticket  as  City  Treasurer  for  a  term  of  two 
years.  He  has  been  Secretary  of  the  County 
Democratic  Central  Committee  for  the  past  four 
3ears,  also  of  the  City  Committee,  and  is  an  active 
worker  in  his  party's  interest.  He  belongs  to  the 
Odd  Fellows'  society,  and  to  Hope  Lodge,  of  the 
Mystic  Circle.  He  is  a  warm-hearted,  generous 
man,  who  manifests  a  commendable  interest  in 
everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  com- 
munit}-,  and  is  ever  found  in  the  front  ranks  of 
enterprises  calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit. 
His  success  in  life  is  due  to  his  own  efforts,  and 
his  example  is  one  worthy  of  emulation. 


^  AMES  PARK.  Throughout  Randolph  Coun- 
t3',  where  the  greater  portion  of  his  life  has 
bqen  passed,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  has  be- 
come well  known  as  a  progressive  agricult- 
urist and  genial  gentleman.  Of  Irish  birth  and 
parentage,  and  of  Scotch  ancestrj-,  he  combines  the 
energy  of  one  race  with  the  thrift  of  the  other. 
Though  not  a  native  of  the  United  States,  he  is  a 
lo.yal  citizen,  public  spirited  and  patriotic,  and 
naturally  occupies  a  position  of  prominence  among 
the  residents  of  township  4,  range  G,  where  his 
home   is  situated. 

A  brief  account  of  our  subject's  ancestry  will 
not  be  amiss.  The  Park  family  emigrated  from 
Scotland  in  the  year  1752.  Samuel  Park,  the 
father  of  James,  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland 


in  1786,  and  in  1823  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Michan,  who  was  of  English 
descent.  In  religious  afliliations  the  Parks  were 
Presbyterians,  while  the  Michan  family  held  mem- 
bership in  tlie  Episcopal  Church.  For  more  than 
twenty  years  Samuel  Park  was  an  Elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  in  the  town  where  he  was 
born  and   reared. 

In  the  parental  famil}'  there  were  nine  children, 
of  whom  four  are  living,  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters. One  of  the  latter  still  resides  in  Ireland. 
James,  of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1832 
and  passed  his  boyhood  3'ears  in  his  native  land. 
In  1848,  in  company  with  his  parents,  one  brother 
and  four  sisters,  he  crossed  the  ocean, and  arriving 
in  the  United  States,  sojourned  for  a  time  in  Mem- 
phis, Tenn.  John,  the  eldest  member  of  the  fam- 
ily, had  preceded  the  others  two  years,  and  settling 
in  Memphis,  became  a  prosperous  merchant  of  that 
city.  For  over  ten  years  he  was  a  successful  busi- 
ness man  of  that  place,  and  then,  on  account  of  ill- 
health,  he  retired  from  business  and  spent  several 
years  in  travel,  hoping  to  regain  his  former  strength. 
He  finally  settled  in  Hooversville,  Somerset  Coun- 
ty, Pa.  He  was  married  in  1857,  and  died  two  years 
later;  his  remains  lie  in  the  cemetery  of  that  vil- 
lage. David,  the  second  son,  embarked  in  farm- 
ing in  Perry  Count}',  111.,  in  1856,  and  the  same 
year  married  Miss  Eliza  Kilpatrick.  An  indus- 
trious, energetic  man,  he  accumulated  a  valuable 
property  and  now,  retired  from  business,  lives 
with  his  family  near  Pinckne^-ville,  the  county 
seat  of  Perry  County. 

The  family  came  to  Randolph 'County  in  July, 
1848,  and  bought  a  farm  in  township  4,  range  6. 
James,  the  youngest  son,  remained  with  his  father 
on  the  farm  until  the  death  of  the  latter,  which 
occurred  in  1852.  His  education  was  limited; 
nevertheless  by  self-culture  and  observation,  he  be- 
came a  well  informed  man,  with  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  topics  of  current  interest  as  well  as 
historic  importance.  After  the  de  iiise  of  his 
father,  he  continued  to  remain  upon  the  farm  with 
his  mother  and  sisters  until  the  death  of  the  for- 
mer, in  1868,  when  he  removed  from  the  old  home- 
stead. However,  in  1875  he  returned  hither  with 
his  sister  and  three  children  of  a  deceased  sister 
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and  since  tliat  lime  lins  continued   to  reside  upon 
tlie  old  home  farm. 

Mr.  I'ark  is  greatly  interested  in  political  mat- 
tors  and  lias  been  a  life-long  Democrat.  He  has 
freriuently  represented  his  party  as  delegate  to 
senatorial  and  congressional  conventions,  and 
served  as  delegate  to  the  state  convention  that 
nominated  .lohn  M.  Palmer  (iovernor  of  Illinois. 
He  IS  especially  fond  of  horses  and  has  on  his  place 
some  line  trotters  of  the  Hambletonian  breed.  In 
all  of  his  enterprises  he  has  been   very  fortunate. 


^ILLIAM  JACKSON,  who  resides  on  section 
30,  Du  Quoin  Precinct,  where  he  carries 
on  general  farming,  was  born  December 
24,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and  Elizabeth 
(Munlon)  Jackson.  His  father  was  a  native  of 
Leicestershire,  England,  and  was  there  employed 
as  a  shepherd.  He  died  in  the  place  of  his  birth, 
July  1,  1858,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two  years.  His 
wife  w.as  also  born  in  Leicestershire,  and  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  August  12,  1869,  at  the  age  of 
sixt3--seven.  By  their  marriage  were  born  eight 
children,  but  only  two  are  now  living,  Thomas, 
who  resides  in  Van  Huren  County,  Mich.,  and 
William,  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  grevv  to  manhood  in  the  county  of 
his  nativity,  an<l  at  an  early  age  began  to  earn  his 
livelihoiul  by  workingin  the  neighborhood  at  any 
eini)l<>ynieiit  which  he  could  find  that  would  yield 
him  an  honest  living.  His  wages  often  amounted 
til  but  ijl5  per  month.  He  acquired  such  education 
as  opportunities  afforded,  but  his  privileges  were 
very  meagre.  When  a  young  man  of  twenty-two 
years,  lie  became  possessed  of  a  strong  desire  to 
seek  a  home  lieyoiid  the  Atlantic,  for  he  had  pict- 
ured to  himself  brighter  prospects  and  a  more  suc- 
cessful career  in  America. 

Crossing  the  ocean,  Mr.  Jackson  landed  in  New 
York  City  on  Imlependence  Day  of  1852.  He  had 
only  sullicient  means  to  purchase  a  ticket  to  Syra- 
cuse, N.  Y.,  whither  he  j<iiirneyed.  Arriving  there, 
he  was  compelled  to  pawn  his  trunk  in  order  to 
buy  his  breakfast.  Heat  once  started  on  foot  into 
the  country  to  seek  work  and  succeeded  in  engag- 


ing himself  to  a  farmer  at  fifty  cents  per  day.  At 
the  end  of  six  weeks,  having  saved  enough  money 
for  the  purpose,  he  started  to  find  a  brother  living 
in  Michigan,  and  succeeded  in  locating  him  in 
Grass  Lake. 

At  that  place  our  subject  remained  for  eighteen 
months,  working  iii  the  employ  of  the  railroad, 
when  he  determined  to  go  south,  and  made  his  wav 
to  Ued  River  Landing,  La.  While  in  the  south  he 
frequently  witnessed  the  sale  of  slaves  on  the 
block.  The  cruelty  of  the  transaction  was  more 
than  his  humane  nature  could  tolerate,  and  he  left 
for  a  free  state.  He  was  stricken  with  typhoid 
fever  at  Cairo,  111.,  and  unattended  lay  on  the  berth 
of  a  dirty  Mississijipi  steamboat,  with  often  no  one 
to  give  him  a  drink  of  water,  but  his  strong  con- 
stitution at  length  overcame  the  disease,  and  after 
some  time  he  was  restored  to  health. 

For  two  months  Mr.  Jackson  engaged  in  driving 
mules,  and  then  started  for  Nine  Mile  Prairie,  now 
known  as  Du  (^uoin  Precinct,  walking  the  entire 
distance.  This  was  in  1854.  He  secured  work  on 
the  construction  of  the  railroad  which  was  just  be- 
ing built  ill  Perry  County,  and  was  thus  employed 
for  nine  months,  during  which  time  he  saved 
enough  money  to  purchase  eighty  acres  of  land 
three  miles  west  of  Du  Quoin.  This  was  his  first 
real  start  in  life,  and  that  little  property  served  as 
the  nucleus  around  which  has  gathered  his  present 
possessions. 

On  the  25th  of  February,  1855,  occurred  the 
marriage  of  William  Jackson  and  Elizabeth  Mor- 
gan, of  Du  Quoin  Precinct,  daughter  of  Abram 
Morgan,  of  Kentucky-.  Five  children  blessed  tliis 
union,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living,  Sarah  E., 
wife  of  Henry  H.  Kimmell,  a  farmer  of  Du  t^uoin 
Precinct;  William  A.,  who  married  Anna  A.  Pyatt, 
daughter  of  Izri  P^'att,  of  Pinckneyville.  111.,  and 
Minnie  A.,  wife  of  Arthur  C.  Hoge,  of  Du  (^»uoin 
Precinct. 

Two  years  after  Ins  marriage  Mr.  Jackson  pur- 
chased three  hundred  acres  of  land,  mostly  covered 
with  timber,  and  the  only  improvement  thereon 
was  a  log  cabin.  He  kept  adding  to  his  possessions 
as  his  financial  resources  increased  until  he  ac- 
quired fifteen  hundred  acres.  He  has  dealt  liber- 
ally with  his  chil'lren,  giving  to  each  a  good  farm, 
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3-et  he  still  owns  twelve  hundred  acres  of  valuable 
land,  upon  which  lie  has  erected  a  magnifieient 
and  commodious  residence.  His  farm  is  equipped 
witii  all  the  latest  improvements  and  agricultural 
implements,  and  his  liarns  and  outbuildings  are 
models  of  convenience.  He  has  shown  his  neigh- 
bors what  thrift  and  enterprise  have  done  for  a 
b03'  who  started  in  life  with  scarcely  a  dollar.  He 
has  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  and 
most  successful  farmers  of  Perry  County,  and  in 
connection  with  farming  he  is  also  largely  inter- 
ested in  coal  mining.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  is  a  stanch  supporter  of  America  and  her  in- 
stitutions. While  not  a  member  of  any  church,  he 
is  a  liberal  contributor  to  religious  work. 


AMES  H.  HARVEY,  of  the  mercantile  firm 
of  Harvey  <fe  Johnson,  was  born  in  Craw- 
ford County,  Ohio,  near  Bucyrus,  on  the 
10th  of  .January,  1840.  His  father,  James 
Harvey,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  went 
to  Ohio  in  1836.  Farming  was  his  life  occupation. 
The  grandfather  was  of  Irish  birth,  and  on  emi- 
grating to  this  country  made  ills  home  in  Penn- 
sylvania. He  became  a  well-to-do  agriculturist. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Agnes  Dunn,  was  also  born  in  the  Keystone 
State,  and  was  of  Scotch  descent.  After  the  death 
of  her  fust  liusband  she  married  Mr.  AVagoner  and 
came  to  Illinois.  Her  death  occurred  in  Du  Quoin, 
in  September,  1875.  The  sister  of  our  subject, 
Sarah,  became  tiie  wife  of  J.  M.  Johnson,  a  large 
lumber  dealer  of  Carbondale,  111.,  who  served 
throughout  the  late  war  in  the  One  Hundredth 
Illinois  Infantry. 

James  Harvey  was  only  three  j-ears  of  age  at 
tlie  time  of  his  father's  death.  The  mother  was 
left  with  no  means  save  tiie  little  farm  which  was 
not  yet  paid  for,  but  she  managed  to  save  her 
home  and  provide  for  her  children.  As  soon  as 
old  enough,  Harvey  gave  her  his  assistance.  In 
1856  they  removed  to  Marion  County,  Ind.,  set- 
tling seven  miles  north  of  Indianapolis,  where  he 
acquired  his  education.  In  1859  he  came  to  Du 
Quoin    and   engaged    in    farming,  but  in  1861   re- 


turned to  Ohio,  and  on  the  9th  of  August,  1862, 
entered  the  army  as  a  member  of  Company  E,One 
Hundred  and  First  Ohio  Infantry.  He  was  first 
sent  to  the  front  at  Covington,  Ky.,  thence  to 
Louisville,  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Perry- 
ville.  He  then  went  through  Cumberland  Gap  and 
to  Bowling  Green,  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Stone 
River,  where  he  was  wounded,  and  in  the  battles 
of  Chattanooga,  Chickam.Tuga,  Missionary  Ridge 
and  Lookout  Mountain.  He  served  tiirougiiout 
the  Atlanta  campaign,  taking  part  in  the  battles  of 
Buzzard's  Roost,  Resaca,  New  Hope  Churcli,  Kene- 
saw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta  and 
Franklin.  The  winter  of  1864-65  was  spent  in 
Nashville,  and  in  June  of  the  latter  year  he  re- 
ceived his  discharge,  being  mustered  out  as  Ser- 
geant. He  was  always  found  at  Lis  post  of  duty, 
faithful  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him  and  to  the 
Stars  and  Stripes. 

Soon  after  the  close  of  the  war,  Mr.  Harvey  re- 
turned to  Illinois  and  embarked  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  lumber  in  connection  with  his  brother-in- 
law  in  Carbondale,  where  lie  continued  business 
until  1866,  when  he  again  went  to  his  farm,  two 
and  a-half  miles  south  of  Du  Quoin.  There  he 
continued  agricultural  pursuits  until  the  fail  of 
1893,  when  he  embarked  in  merciiandising  in  Du 
Quoin  in  connection  with  W.  S.  Johnson. 

In  1869  Mr.  Harve3'  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Charity  Johnson,  a  native  of  Will  County, 
111.,  and  a  daughter  of  Miles  M.  Johnson,  who  w.as 
born  in  Ohio,  and  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Will  County-.  He  was  a  prominent  merchant,  and 
died  in  Franklin  County,  111.,  in  1881.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Harvey  iiave  three  children:  William,  a 
young  man  of  twenty-two,  who  is  engaged  in  busi- 
ness in  this  place;  Edward,  who  is  in  his  father's 
store;  and  Delia.  The  family'  is  one  of  prominence 
in  the  community,  holding  an  enviable  position  in 
social  circles.  Mr.  Harvey  is  a  leading  member  of 
the  Grand  Arm}'  post,  and  is  a  stalwart  Republi- 
can . 

W.  S.  Johnson,  the  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Harvey  <fe  Johnson,  has  the  honor  of  being  a 
native  of  Illinois.  He  was  born  July  14,  1851,  in 
Will  County,  where  his  parents  had  settled  in  an 
early  day.     Under  the  parental  roof  he  was  reared 
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to  maiiliood,  and  the  public  schools  afforded  him 
his  educational  privileges.  His  father  was  for  a 
longtime  a  prominent  merchant  of  this  state.  His 
death  occurred  in  1S81.  The  mother,  who  was  in 
her  maidenhood  Hannah  Dennett,  is  now  living 
with  her  son  in   l)u  t^uoin. 

On  the  24 111  of  January,  1870,  Mr.  Johnson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Helle  Phillips,  and  two 
children  grace  their  union:  Lillia,  aged  eight  years, 
and  Eaile,  two  years  of  age.  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Throughout  his  life  he 
has  been  connected  with  mercantile  pursuits,  and 
is  recognized  as  a  wide-awake  and  enterp: ising 
business  man.  The  firm  will  undoubtedly  meet 
with  success  in  their  new  undertaking. 


)|:  OEL  C.  BAUL5KH,  M.  I).,  is  a  fine  representa- 
tive of  the  prominent  physicians  of  Ran- 
dolph County  who  are  successfully  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  their  noble  calling.  He 
is  a  man  of  marked  enterprise,  possesses  great 
ability,  and  has  an  extensive  practice  throughout 
this  part  of  the  country.  Horn  June  24,  1838,  he  is  a 
native  of  Kockwood,  where  he  has  spent  his  entire 
life.  He  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Jins^'  (Crane) 
Barber,  also  natives  of  this  county,  the  mother 
born  on  .St.  Mary's  River,  and  the  father  at  Ellis 
Grove. 

Joel  C.  spent  his  boyhood  days  in  and  near 
Rockwood,  and  attended  the  district  schools  of 
his  native  i)l:ice  until  reaching  his  eighteenth 
year,  when  he  began  reading  medicine  in  the  oflice 
of  his  uncle,  Josei)li  Barber,  a  prominent  ph^'sician 
of  Rockwood.  Later  he  attended  lectures  at  the 
Eclectic  Medical  Institute,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
returning  thence  to  his  native  pl.ice,  he  resumed 
his  studies,  and  also  engaged  in  practice  to  some 
extent. 

The  outbreak  of  the  late  war  caused  Dr.  Barber 
to  ali;>iidon  temporarily  all  thought  and  ambition 
toward  liuilding  up  a  practice.  Enlisting  his  serv- 
ices in  behalf, of  the  I'nion,  he  became  a  member 
of  Company  II,  Twenty-second  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  served   in   its  ranks  for  three  yeara  and  two 


months.  During  that  period  he  fought  under 
Generals  Grant,  Sherman,  Sheridan,  Pope  and 
Thomas,  and  participated  in  many  of  the  hard- 
fought  battles  of  the  war,  among  which  were  Bel- 
mont, Farmington,  Corinth,  Stone  River,  Resaca, 
and  New  Hope  Church,  near  Marietta,  (Ja.  After 
receiving  his  discharge  he  was  mustered  out  of 
service  at  Springfield,  and  coming  direct  to  Rock- 
wood, resumed  the  study  of  his  profession,  and 
also  practiced  some.  In  1874  he  was  graduated 
from  the  American  Medical  College  in  St.  Louis, 
lie  has  since  continued  to  minister  to  the  bodily 
ills  of  the  people,  his  practice  covering  a  wide  cir- 
cuit. 

Dr.  Barber  w.as  united  in  marriage,  February  1, 
1866,  with  Miss  Anna,  daughter  of  Alfred  G.  and 
Frances  (Cornelius)  McCorinack.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  twelve  children, 
namely:  Albert,  Harry  G.,  Olive  F.,  Joel  C,  Mary, 
Carrie,  Ora,  Nina,  Willie,  Charles  A..  Girdy  A.  and 
Maggie  B.  Of  these,  six  are  deceased:  Harry  (t., 
Mary,  Carrie,  Nina,  Willie  and  Maggie  B.  Dr. 
and  Mrs.  Barber  are  members  in  good  standing  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  his  political 
relations  the  Doctor  has  always  voted  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  is  influential  in  the  public 
affairs  of  the  community. 

F'or  several  generations  the  Doctor's  ancestors 
have  been  prominent  and  loyal  citizens  of  our 
(Jovernment.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Alexan- 
der Barber,  was  apfwintcd  by  the  Governor  as 
Captain  in  the  Indian  War  between  1812  and 
181.5,  and  was  placed  in  charge  of  two  or  three 
keel  boats  with  one  hundred  men,  among  whom 
was  Joel  Crane,  our  subject's  maternal  grandfather. 
The  boats  had  to  be  towed  by  hand  from  Kaskas- 
kia  to  Peoria  with  supplies  for  the  army.  The  In- 
dians having  taken  a  different  route  from  that  an- 
ticipated, the  company  fell  back,  bringing  as  pris- 
-    oners  some  French  who  were  in  sympathy  with  the 


Indians. 


:£)#^e: 


(A        lilLLIAM  A.  CHAPMAN.     Perhaps  no  man 
\/\///     '■'^''''o     '"     townshii)    4,   range    2,    Perry 
^^^     County,  has    been    more    intimately    con- 
nected with  its  progress  than  the  gentleman  above 
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named,  and  certainly  no  family  stands  higher  in 
the  annals  of  this  region  than  that  of  which  he  is  a 
worth}'  representative.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
his  fine  farm  since  1869,  and  he  and  his  mother-in- 
law  are  joint  owners  of  four  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land,  the  greater  portion  of  which  has 
been  placed  under  high  cultivation  through  his 
own  efforts. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Thomas 
H.  and  Viriuda  (Snow)  Chapman,  natives  of  Wil- 
son County,  Tenn.,  where  they  grew  to  mature 
years  and  were  married.  In  1850  they  removed 
from  Tennessee  to  Illinois  and  made  their  home  in 
AVashington  County,  where  the  mother  died.  In 
1860  Thomas  H.,  who  had  married  again,  came  to 
Perry  Count}'.  His  family  included  six  children: 
John  S.  and  Agnes,  deceased;  William  A.,  of  this 
sketch;  Sarah,  the  wife  of  W.  S.  Hungate,  of  Ham- 
ilton County;  one  that  died  in  infancy,  and  Mary, 
who  married  John  Halpin  and  is  now  deceased. 

William  A.  Chapman  was  born  in  Wilson  Coun- 
ty, Tenn.,  in  1846,  and  w.as  brought  by  his  parents 
to  the  Prairie  State  in  18.51,  wbicli  place  has  since 
been  his  home.  Here  he  received  his  education, 
and  when  reaching  mature  years  was  united  in 
marriage,  in  1869,  with  Miss  Maliua,  daughter  of 
George  L.  and  Permelia  Thomas.  Mrs.  Chapman 
is  a  native  of  Tennessee,  from  which  state  her  par- 
ents removed  to  Illinois  in  1842. 

In  1864,  while  the  Civil  AVar  was  in  progress, 
our  subject  offered  his  services  to  the  Union  and 
was  mustered  into  Company  D,  Forty-eighth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  served  faithfully'  until  the  ces- 
sation of  liostilities.  He  was  with  Sherman  on  his 
famous  march  to  the  sea,  participitated  in  twentj-- 
seven  battles  and  skirmishes  and  witnessed  the 
Grand  Review  at  Washington.  Since  his  return 
home,  in  October,  1865,  he  has  given  his  undivided 
attention  to  farm  pursuits.  He  settled  upon  his 
present  estate  in  1869,  and  by  his  energy  and  abil- 
ity has  made  of  it  one  of  the  most  valuable  tracts 
in  this  part  of  the  county. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chapman  were  born  eight 
children,  as  follows:  Dora,  Mary,  Oliver,  Ezra, 
Sophnmia,  Maud,  Joe  A.,  and  one  who  died  in  in- 
fancy. Our  subject  has  always  been  a  stanch  sup- 
porter of  Democratic    principles,  whether  in  times 


of  war  or  peace,  and  for  the  past  twenty-one  years 
has  held  the  office  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  perform- 
ing his  duties  faithfully  and  satisfactorily'  to 
all  concerned.  He  is  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Primitive  Baptist  Church,  and  for  the  good  princi- 
ples which  have  governed  his  life  he  is  justly  re- 
spected b}'  all  who  know  him. 


^>-^^<m^ 


i- 


■jf  J.  MILLER,  of  the  mercantile  firm  of  F.  J. 
Schleper  it  Miller,  of  Du  Quoin,  was  born 
in  the  city  of  Chicago,  October  26,  1855. 
His  father,  Nicholas  Miller,  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1821,  and  upon  a  farm  was  reared  to 
manhood,  while  the  common  schools  afforded  liim 
his  educational  privileges.  He  served  for  three 
j'ears  in  the  standing  army  of  Germany,  and  in 
1849,  having  determined  to  seek  home  and  fortune 
in  America,  he  sailed  for  the  New  AVorld.  Going 
to  Ohio,  he  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm  hand 
for  a  time,  and  then  went  to  Chicago,  where  he 
purchased  eight}'  acres  of  land  on  the  north  sfrle 
of  the  city,  now  comprised  within  tlie  town  of 
Lake  View.  For  this  he  paid  ^4  per  .tcre.  There 
he  engaged  in  gardening  and  in  clearing  the  tim- 
ber off  bis  land.  With  ox-teams  he  hauled  the 
wood  to  the  city  to  sell.  This  tract  of  land,  how- 
ever, made  him  a  wealthy  man.  The  rapid  growth 
of  the  city  caused  great  advancement  in  real 
estate,  and  he  sold  fort}'  acres  at  a  high  price.  He 
still  owns  the  remaining  forty,  which  is  worth  a 
large  sum.  His  foresight  in  selecting  his  property 
has  led  to  his  becoming  one  of  the  weiiltliiest  citi- 
zens of  Lake  View.  About  1851  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Anna  Gruenewold,  who  was  also 
born  in  Germany,  and  when  a  young  lady  came  to 
this  country.  They  had  a  family  of  six  sons  and 
two  daughters. 

The  members  of  the  jNIiller  family  are,  John  H., 
now  a  gardener  of  Chicago;  J.  J.,  of  this  sketch; 
Nicholas,  who  is  also  engaged  in  business  in  Chi- 
cago; P.  L.,  a  grocery  merchant  of  Chicago; 
Henry,  who  is  engaged  in  gardening  on  his  father's 
place;  Matthew,  who  is  in  partnership  with  his 
brother  P.  L.;  Anna,  wife  of  John  Meyer,  a  dry- 
goods  merchant  of  Chicago;    and  Kate,  who  mar- 
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lied  F.  J.  Sell  leper,  niul  died  November  8,  1882. 
The  sons  are  all  prosperous  business  men. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  our  subject 
spent  the  da^s  of  his  boyhood  and  youth.  He  ac- 
quired a  good  education,  which  was  completed  by 
tliiee  terms'  attendance  at  Bryant  it  Slralton's 
Commercial  College  of  his  native  city.  lie  re- 
mained in  Chicago  until  1882,  when  he  came  to 
l)u  (.^uoin,  where  for  one  year  he  was  employed  as 
a  clerk  in  a  store.  On  the  expiration  of  that 
period  he  embarked  in  iiis  present  business,  which 
he  has  successfully  conducted  since  that  lime.  lie 
received  some  aid  from  his  father,  but  the  success 
of  his  life  is  due  mainly  to  his  own  efforts. 

In  1883  Mr.  JNIiller  w.is  united  iu  marriage  with 
Miss  Kate  Eisenhauser,  daughter  of  a  prosperous 
farmer  of  Perry  County.  Their  union  has  bjen 
blessed  with  four  children,  two  sons  and  two 
daughters,  Katie,  Joseph,  Victor  and  Clara.  The 
faniil3'  is  widely  and  favorabI\- known  in  this  com- 
munity, and  the  parents  hold  an  enviable  position 
in  social  circles.  In  politics  Mr.  Miller  is  a  Demo- 
crat, in  religious  belief  is  a  Roman  Catholic,  and 
belongs  to  the  Catholic  Order  of  Knights  of  Amer- 
ica, lie  possesses  those  qualifications  which  are 
essential  to  success,  enterprise  and  industry,  and 
by  his  fair  and  honest  dealing  and  courteous 
treatment  of  his  customers,  he  has  won  a  liberal 
patronage. 

j4\  ARTIN  C.  CARR,  M.  D.,  is  a  worthy  rep- 
resentative of  the  medical  profession  of 
11:  Perry  County.  He  is  now  successfully 
engaged  in  practice  in  Du  Quoin,  where 
he  is  both  widely  and  favorably  known.  We  feel 
assured  tliat  his  many  friends  who  read  this  vol- 
ume will  receive  with  interest  the  record  of  his 
life.  The  Doctor  was  born  in  Prairie  du  Long, 
St.  Clair  County,  111.,  February  28,  1850.  His 
grandfather,  Henry  Carr,  went  to  thatcounty  when 
live  years  of  age  with  his  father,  who  also  bore 
the  name  of  Henry.  This  was  in  the  early  part  of 
the  century,  before  the  state  was  admitted  to  the 
Union.     With  them  came  .Joseph   Carr,  a  Revolu- 


tionary soldier.  The  ancestry  of  the  Carr  family 
can  be  traced  back  to  the  eleventh  century,  when 
its  representatives  went  from  Normandy  to  Eing- 
land,  where  they  resided  until  some  time  prior  to 
the  American  Revolution. 

Dabney  Carr,  the  father  of  Henr}'  and  Joseph, 
before  mentioned,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  settled 
in  Virginia,  and  was  the  founder  of  the  now  nu- 
merous family  in  the  I'nited  States.  The  Carrs 
have  ever  been  noted  for  their  strong  likes  and 
dislikes,  there  being  no  truer  friends  or  more  bit- 
ter enemies  to  be  found  anywhere.  Many  noted 
men  are  among  their  numbers,  and  those  who  set- 
tled in  St.  Clair  County  were  prominent  in  its  his- 
tory. The  great-grandfather,  grandfather  and  fa- 
ther of  the  Doctor  all   spent  their  last  da\-s  there. 

The  last-named,  Nathan  F.  Carr,  was  born  in 
St.  Clair  County.  He  had  a  number  of  brothers, 
but  nearlj'  all  died  before  reaching  middle  life. 
One  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months,  and  only  one 
is  now  living,  James,  who  is  a  prosperous  fanner  of 
Franklin  County.  Nathan  Carr  married  Margue- 
rite K.  McMurtrey,  who  was  born  in  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, 111.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Abraham  McMur- 
trey, who  removed  from  Georgia  to  that  county 
in  1820.  He  was  a  farmer  b3'  occupation,  and  was 
descended  from  genuine  Highland  Scotch  ances- 
try. Removing  to  St.  Clair  County,  he  became 
one  of  its  prominent  citizens,  and  there  spent  his 
last  days.  Airs.  Carr  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
fifty-four.  The  three  sons  of  the  family  were, 
George  W.  and  Christopher  C,  who  followed  farm- 
ing, but  are  now  deceased;  and  Martin  C. 

The  early  life  of  our  subject  was  spent  on  the 
home  farm,  where  the  widowed  mother  continued 
to  live.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  and  as  soon  as  old  enough  he  aided 
his  mother  in  the  farm  labors.  Early  in  life  he 
manifested  a  liking  for  the  medical  profession  and 
began  stud}'  along  that  line.  In  1876  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Missouri  Medical  College  of 
St.  Louis  in  the ''Centennial  Class;"  and  soon 
afterward  commenced  practice  in  Smith  ton,  a  little 
town  in  St.  Clair  County  not  far  from  Belleville, 
where  he  remained  until  the  latter  part  of  1879, 
when  he  came  to  Du  Quoin.  Here  he  has  since 
resided  with  the  exception  of  the  two  yea  re,  1885 
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and  1886,  when  he  filled  a  chair  as  assistant 
professor  of  nervous  diseases  in  the  Post  Gradu- 
ate College  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

The  Doctor  has  been  twice  married.  In  1877 
he  wedded  Bertha,  daughter  of  Henry  Keira,  of  i 
Smithton,  111.  His  wife  and  their  child  died  in  I 
1878,  and  in  1888  he  married  Cora  Bock,  daugh- 
ter of  the  late  Di.  Bock,  of  Waterloo,  111.  Three 
children  grace  this  union,  ICarl  Henry,  Flora  Bea- 
trice and  Bertha.  i 

Tlie  Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  lodge,  and 
also  belongs  to  the  southern  Illinois  Medical  As- 
sociation. In  |)olitics  he  is  a  Democat,  and,  al- 
though he  has  never  sought  office,  he  has  served 
as  City  Alderman  and  in  other  local  positions.  He 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  phy- 
sicians of  southern  Illinois,  a  reputation  well  de- 
served. 

,.^=^#P •    ■ 

^]  OHN  MILLER,  who  is  numbered  among  the 
enterprising,  progressive  and  substantial 
business  men  of  Tainaroa,  is  one  of  the  old 
/  settlers  of  Perry  County,  and  has  been  no 
unimportant  factor  in  advancing  its  material  in- 
terests. He  has  been  engaged  in  selling  farm  im- 
plements for  over  twenty  yeais,  and  commands  an 
extensive  trade  among  the  farmers  of  the  outl3-ing 
country. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Baltimore  County,  Md., 
in  1823,  and  was  quite  young  when  lie  accompanied 
his  parents,  Jacob  and  Eva  (Masemore)  Miller,  to 
Richland  County.  Ohio.  They  located  near  Mans- 
field, where  John  grew  to  mature  years,  and  in 
1840  came  to  Perry  County,  this  state,  where  he 
has  since  resided.  The  parents  of  our  subject  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Baltimore  County, 
Md.,  of  which  place  grandfather  John  Miller  was 
also  a  native,  althougii  his  parents  came  from  Ger- 
many. 

John  Miller  was  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  ten 
children,  of  whom  we  note  the  following:  Henry 
resides  in  this  county;  Caroline,  the  wife  of  A. 
Heap,  makes  her  home  in  Montgomery  County, 
Kan.;  Ephraim  is  dead;  Lydia  lives  in  Kansas; 
Michael    is   engaged   in   farming  in  Montgomery 


County,  this  stale;  Catherine,  Mrs.  S.  B.  Morrow, 
is  a  resident  of  Tamaroa;  Jacob  A.  is  a  well-to-do 
farmer  in  this  county;  two  children  died  in  in- 
fancy. Our  subject  came  to  this  county  when  in 
his  eighteenth  year,  and  immediately  engaged  to 
work  out  by  the  month  on  a  farm.  Being  indus- 
trious and  economical  he  soon  laid  by  a  sufficient 
sum  to  enable  him  to  purchase  land  of  his  own, 
and  in  this  way  became  the  proprietor  of  an  eighty- 
acre  tract  which  is  still  in  his  possession. 

Mr.  Miller  and  Miss  Catherine  Heap  were  united 
in  marriage  January  16,  1842,  and  to  them  were 
born  nine  children,  only  four  of  whom  are  living: 
Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Bose  Ford;  Betsey,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  Stockton;  Jacob  J.,  and  Eliza,  Mrs.  J.  N. 
Linsby.  Mrs.  Miller  departed  this  life  February  5, 
1894.  Our  subject  helped  to  build  the  first  house 
erected  in  this  place,  and  is  consequently  one  of 
the  oldest  residents  in  Tamaroa.  lie  is  a  practical 
business  man,  possessing  the  necessary  foresight 
and  ability  requisite  to  success  in  any  walk  in  life, 
and  his  affairs  are  managed  with  scrupulous  hon- 
esty and  with  a  conscientious  regard  for  the  rights 
of  others.  As  before  stated,  he  has  conducted  an 
agricultural  implement  store  for  over  twenty  years, 
and  for  thirty-six  years  he  has  been  the  proprietor 
of  a  first-class  meat  market  in  this  place.  With 
his  family  he  is  identified  with  the  Christian 
Church  as  one  of  its  most  earnest  and  valued  mem- 
bers, and  carries  his  religion  into  his  everyday 
life.  In  his  political  relations  he  always  votes  with 
the  Republican  party. 
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OHN  R.  KANE  is  a  worthy  representative 
of  the  business  interests  of  Murphysboro, 
and  is  an  intluenti.il  and  pojiular  citizen  in 
commercial  and  social  circles.  He  occujiies 
the  positions  of  Treasurer  and  manager  of  the  Jack- 
son County  Abstract  and  Title  Guarantee  Com- 
pany, and  is  its  leading  stockholder.  Born  in 
Kock  Island,  111.,  March  31,  185C,  he  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Lois  A.  (Willis)  Kane,  the  former  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  White 
County,  III. 

The  maternal  grandfather,  James  Willis,  was  an 
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early  settler  of  .lack.son  ('(unity,  and  served  as 
Slieriff  in  an  caily  day.  lie  took  part  in  the  Mexi- 
can War,  and  duriiiir  the  gold  excitement  went  to 
California,  where  he  died.  Tlie  father  of  our  sub- 
ject was  a  slioeniaker  by  trade,  but  on  eniigratino; 
to  this  country,  he  located  in  Jackson  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  coal  mining.  lie  afterward 
followed  the  same  pursuit  in  Hock  Island.  Later 
he  removed  to  Carondelct,  Mo.,  where  he  carried 
on  coal  niining  until  his  death  in  ISCl.  Ills  wife 
was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
passed  ~uway  in  1877.  Their  family  numbered 
three  ciiildren,  two  of  whom  are  still  living. 

Joiiii  U.  Kane,  the  only  son,  was  reared  in  Mur- 
physboro  from  an  early  age,  and  attended  the  pub- 
lic schools  until  his  father's  death.  lie  was  soon 
afterward  thrown  upon  his  own  resources,  and  be- 
gan to  earn  his  own  livelihood  by  clerking  in  a 
store  in  this  jjlace.  In  1879,  when  twenty-three 
years  of  age,  he  was  appointed  Deputy  County 
Treasurer  under  Philip  Kimmell,  and  served  for 
one  term.  In  1882  he  was  nominated  for  the  posi- 
tion of  County  Clerk  on  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  liaving  been  elected,  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  the  office  the  following  December.  In  Decem- 
ber, 1886,  he  was  re-elected  to  that  position,  serv- 
ing altogether  eight  years.  He  made  a  faithful 
otlicer  and  is  recognized  as  a  capable  and  trust- 
wortli}'  man. 

In  his  business  relations  Mr.  Kane  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Big  Mudd}'  Lumber  Company,  with 
which  he  was  connected  until  the  spring  of  1892, 
when  he  went  to  Boulder,  Colo.,  on  account  of  his 
wife's  health.  He  there  remained  for  a  year,  and 
was  engaged  in  the  feed  business.  In  the  spring 
of  1893  he  returned  to  his  old  home,  purchased  an 
interest  in  the  Abstract  and  Title  Guarantee  Com- 
pany, and  became  its  Treasurer  and  manager.  This 
coini)any  was  organized  in  October,  1892,  by  two 
old  businesses  being  consolidated.  The  capital 
stock  is  |!50,n00.  and  they  have  a  complete  abstract 
of  all  property  in  the  county.  The  President  is 
George  W.  Hill;  Vice-President,  J.  M.  Herbert,  and 
Secretary,  W.  W.  Kimball. 

On  the  2Gth  of  April,  1885,  was  celebrated  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Kane  and  Miss  ^Maggie  Murphy, 
who  was  born  m  De  Soto,  this  county,  her  father, 


Riley  Murph^',  being  one  of  its  early  settlers.  Two 
children  grace  their  union,  Charles  R.  and  John 
H.  Socially,  Mr.  Kane  is  connected  with  Amity 
Lodge,  I.  O.  ().  F.,  and  the  encampment,  and  rep- 
resented the  subordinate  in  the  Grand  Lodge.  He 
has  also  held  some  of  its  otllces.  In  1878  and  1879 
he  served  as  Township  Collector,  and  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  School  Board  from  1890  until  his  re- 
moval to  Colorado.  The  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity have  ever  found  in  him  a  friend,  and  bis 
worth  and  ability  are  recognized  liy  his  many  ac- 
quaintances. 


■^  AMES  TODD,  who  is  one  of  the  oldest  set- 
tlers of  Perry  County,  has  been  successful  as 
a  farmer,  and  his  understanding  of  agricul- 
ture in  its  various  departments  is  broad  and 
deep.  He  owns  four  hundred  acres  of  land,  one 
hundred  of  which  he  has  improved  and  has  erected 
thereon  attractive  and  commodious  buildings. 
Mr.  Todd  is  a  native  of  Ireland,  liaving  been  born 
in  Londonderry,  in  1830.  His  parents.  Josepii  and 
Anna  (Shannon)  Todd,  having  decided  to  come 
to  America  when  he  was  a  lad  of  nine  j'ears,  he 
accompanied  them  on  their  journey  across  the  At- 
lantic and  has  ever  since  made  his  home  in  the 
New  World. 

The  parental  family  included  eight  children,  of 
whom  our  subject  was  the  eldest.  The  other  mem- 
bers of  the  household  arc:  Patrick  A.,  a  farmer  in 
Washington  County,  this  state;  Catherine,  the 
wife  of  Charles  Latchner,  of  St.  Louis;  Mary  J., 
deceased  wife  of  Peter  Readelliarger;  Richard  P., 
also  deceased;  Joseph,  who  resides  in  Texas;  Annie, 
Mre.  Patrick  Smith,  and  Thomas,  who  resides  on 
the  old  homestead  and  is  the  jiossessor  of  about 
three  hundred  acres  of  land. 

The  father  of  our  subject  established  the  first 
sawmill  in  Perry  County  in  18.54,  and  with  the 
aid  of  his  sons  conducted  that  enterprise  until 
1870.  He  departed  this  life  in  1880.  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two  years.  His  father,  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject,  after  coming  to  the  Fnited  .States  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  a  baker  for  a  number  of  3'ears, 
and  settling  in  St.  Louis  in  1812,  remained  in  the 
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Mound  City  until  Lis  removal  to  Perry  County. 
The  lady  whom  our  subject  married  in  1873  was 
Mrs.  Ann  (Riley)  Anderson,  a  native  of  County 
Cavan,  Ireland.  As  before  stated,  Mr.  Todd  owns 
four  hundred  acres  of  land,  and  the  success  which 
he  has  gained  is  that  of  which  he  is  worthy.  His 
properly  has  been  gained  through  much  hard 
labor  on  his  part,  and  he  is  a  man  wlio  has  the 
confidence  of  all,  his  word  being  considered  as 
good  as  his  bond.  In  his  political  relations  our 
subject  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  for  twenty  years 
was  Trustee  of  his  township.  His  brother  Thomas, 
who  is  likewise  verj^  prominent  in  political  affairs, 
has  been  Township  Treasurer  seven  years.  Mr. 
Todd  and  Ids  family  are  members  of  the  Catliolic 
Church  and  are  classed  among  the  substantial  citi- 
zens of  the  township. 


l(S).      ^»4.. _@j 


ON.  .JOHN   BOYD  is  the   leading   attorney 

^^  of  Pinckneyville  and  is  a  man   prominent 

in    his  profession  in  Perry  County,  having 

^  won  a  high  reputation  among  his  profes- 
sional bretliren  and  witli  llie  public  at  large  as  the 
result  of  his  skill  and  ability.  He  was  honored 
with  an  election  to  the  State  Legislature  and  is 
everjwhere  regarded  as  a  progressive  and  valued 
citizen.     The  record  of  his  life  is  as  follows: 

Born  near  the  village  of  Preston,  Randolph 
County,  June  30,  1833,  our  subject  is  a  son  of 
William  Boyd,  who  was  born  near  Milledgeville, 
Ga.,  1806.  The  grandfatlier,  .John  Boyd,  was  born 
in  the  same  state  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  "War  of 
1812.  His  father,  William  Bo^'d,  Sr.,  was  a  native 
of  the  Emerald  Isle.  Coming  to  thiscounty  during 
the  Revolution,  he  joined  the  Continental  arm)' 
under  Washington  and  fought  valiantly  for  the 
independence  of  his  adopted  country.  When  its 
freedom  was  achieved  he  located  in  Georgia,  where 
he  died  in  1818.  .John  Boyd  and  his  family  re- 
moved from  Georgia  to  Tennessee,  and  in  1823 
came  to  Illinois.  After  a  short  residence  in  Nash- 
ville, Washington   County,  the)'   located    in  Ran- 


dolph County,  settling  at  what  is  now  known  as 
Dutch  Hill  Prairie,  where  the  grandfather  died  in 
1837. 

William  Boyd,  father  of  our  subject,  married 
Isabel,  daughter  of  Lancelot  Douglass,  a  native  of 
Scotland,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  in 
1830  and  located  near  Chester,  Randolph  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  Mr.  and  .Mrs. 
Boyd  were  the  parents  of  seven  children, of  whom 
our  subject  was  the  eldest.  He  has  three  brothers 
and  one  sister  yet  living.  Tliom.as  is  a  resident  of 
Pulaski  County,  III.,  has  twice  served  as  County 
Commissioner,  and  was  twice  Mayor  of  Mound 
City.  Lansus  was  a  soldier  of  the  Forty-eighth 
Illinois  Infantry  during  the  late  war,  and  during 
his  service  was  killed  in  a  railroad  wreck  at  Chat- 
tanooga. James,  who  was  also  one  of  the  boys  in 
blue  and  served  throughout  the  war,  is  now  a 
farmer  of  J.ackson  Count)-.  The  father  of  this 
family  died  in  18.54,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
in  1880. 

Mr.  Boyd  of  whom  we  write  spent  his  boyhood 
days  upon  the  home  farm  and  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  He  then  lea]-ned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  six  years, 
and  during  that  period  he  spent  his  leisure  hours 
in  reading  and  study.  In  1860  he  determined  to 
abandon  carpenter  work,  and  coming  to  Pinck- 
neyville, entered  the  law  office  of  Judge  Lewis 
Hammack,  where  he  studied  for  the  legal  profes- 
sion two  years.  He  was  then  admitted  to  the  Bar 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  active  practice. 
For  one  year  he  was  in  partnership  with  his  pre- 
ceptor. In  1866  he  formed  a  partnership  with 
Hon.  William  K.  Murphy,  which  connection  con- 
tinued until  1882. 

Another  important  event  occurred  in  1866, 
when  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Boyd 
and  Emeline  (Osborn)  Phelps,  sister-in-law  of  Mrs. 
William  K.  Murphy.  She  survived  her  marriage 
only  a  short  time,  however,  and  in  1868  he  married 
Mary  E.,  daughter  of  William  G.  Brown, of  Pinck- 
neyville, who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  War. 
Seven  children  were  born  to  them,  and  with  the 
exception  of  one  who  died  in  infancy,  all  are  yet 
living,  namely :  Elizabeth  J.;  Mary  E.,  wife  of  Fred 
Beck,   a  merchant,  who   died    January  30,   1894; 
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William  W.,  Florence,  Mairilla  and  .lolin  N'olney, 
who  are  at  home. 

In  1H76  Mr.  Boyd  was  elected  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  to  the  State  Legislature  and  served 
on  several  important  committees.  As  a  member  of 
the  House  lie  discharged  his  duties  with  credit  to 
hiii)self  and  satisfaction  to  his  constituency.  He 
has  also  held  some  local  offices,  and  from  personal 
prefeieuce  he  has  given  the  greater  part  of  his 
tiiiH'  and  altciilion  to  the  legal  profession, and  but 
few  attorneys  in  southern  Illinois  can  boast  of  a 
larger  or  more  successful  practice  than   Mr.  Boyd. 


OY  ALDEN,  editor  and  proprietor  of  the 
'<<''  Democrat,  of  Pickuey ville,  is  numbered 
among  the  native  sons  of  Perr}'  County, 
*^^his  birth  having  occurred  in  Tamaroa  on 
the  22d  of  July,  1863.  His  grandfather,  Royal 
Alden,  was  a  native  of  New  England,  and  was  a 
direct  descendant  of  John  Alden,  who  came  to 
this  country  in  the  "Maydower"  with  the  Pilgrim 
Fathers.  Royal  Alden  engaged  in  school  teach- 
ing, and  was  a  man  of  more  than  average  intelli- 
gence and  abilit}'.  In  1869  he  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois, and  for  a  time  served  .as  Deput3'  County 
Clerk  of  Hamilton  County,  where  he  made  his 
home. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Col.  A.  J.  Alden,  was 
a  native  of  North  Carolina  and  was  a  printer  by 
trade.  At  tlie  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he 
w.as  serving  as  Circuit  Clerk  of  Hamilton  County, 
but  resigned  his  position  in  order  to  enter  the 
array.  He  was  made  Captain  of  a  company  of  in- 
fantry, and  being  captured  during  the  war,  was 
confined  in  Tyler  and  other  southern  prisons. 
After  being  liberated,  he  resigned  his  commis- 
sion on  account  of  ill-health,  but  later  he  again 
went  to  the  front  as  Major  of  a  company  of  cav- 
alr}'.  Subsequently,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  Colonel,  which  position  he  filled  until  hon- 
orably discharged  after  the  fall  of  Richmond.  On 
his  return  from  the  war  he  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing and  also  edited  a  newspaper  in  Dii  Quoin, 
but  for  tlie  past  eight  years  be  has  been  in  the 
Government    printing  ofHce  in    Washington.     He 


married  Beady  Penny,  sister  of  .1.  J.  Penny,  edi- 
tor of  the  Murphysboro  Independent. 

Our  subject  was  the  only  son  in  the  Alden  fam- 
ily. As  early  as  seven  ^-ears  of  age  we  find  him 
in  his  father's  newspaper  odice,  where  he  picked 
up  the  business,  becoming  familiar  with  the  art  of 
printing  in  all  of  its  branches.  He  first  embarked 
in  the  newspaper  business  on  his  own  account  in 
Mississipi)i,  but  the  venture  was  not  a  profitable 
one.  He  was  then  a  youth  of  only  seventeen 
years.  So  for  a  time  he  gave  up  the  newspaper 
business  and  accepted  a  position  with  the  Southern 
Express  Company,  with  headquarters  at  Cairo,  111. 
He  filled  various  capacities,  from  clerk  to  mana- 
ger, but  at  length  severed  his  connection  with  that 
companj'  to  again  embark  in  newspaper  work. 
In  1891  he  liought  out  the  Democrat,  of  Pinckney- 
ville,  of  which  he  is  now  editor  and  proprietor, 
and  which  he  has  since  conducted  with  marked 
success.  It  is  one  of  the  neatest  and  best  edited 
papers  in  southern  Illinois,  and  is  receiving  a  lib- 
eral patronage,  which  has  constantly  increased 
from  the  beginning,  and  which  will  be  much 
farther  enlarged,  for  the  paper  is  in  all  ways 
worthy  of  extensive  <nrculation. 

Mr.  Alden  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater- 
nity and  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Odd 
Fellows'  societies.  He  is  interested  in  everything 
pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community  in 
which  he  makes  his  home,  and  is  one  of  the  popu- 
lar and  highly  respected  citizens  of  Pinckney  ville. 


^f  OHN  A.  AVERNER,  deceased,  was  one  of  the 
most  prominent  citizens  of  Murphysboro, 
and  this  work  would  be  incomplete  without 
_^  the  record  of  his  life.  He  was  numbered 
among  the  best  informed  men  of  the  state.  In 
public  work  that  tended  to  advance  the  general 
welfare  he  took  a  leading  part,  and  his  name  is 
inseparably  connected  with  many  enterprises. 

Born  in  Coburg,  Saxony-,  GenDan3%  in  1833, our 
subject  was  reared  in  his  native  land,  and  in  its 
common  schools  acquired  a  good  education,  which 
he  largely  supplemented  by  extensive  reading  and 
study  ill   lat<!r  years.     He   w.as  a  thorough  Greek 


636 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


,  student,  was  always  well  informed  on  the  current 
topics  of  tiie  day,  possessed  a  most  remarkable 
memor3',  and  Hon.  George  W.  Hill  said  of  liim  that 
he  was  one  of  the  best  posted  men  in  the  country. 
When  a  youns;  man  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  New 
York,  and  learned  civil  engineering,  working  on 
tiie  Government  survey.  He  served  in  the  Mexi- 
can War,  and  after  that  struggle  was  over  went  to 
Kentucky,  wliere  he  was  first  married.  He  there 
made  his  home  until  about  1862,  and  then  came  to 
Murpiij'sboro,  where  he  worked  as  a  civil  engineer 
and  also  engaged  in  teaching.  In  1868  he  was 
elected  County  Surveyor,  and  so  well  did  he  dis- 
charge his  duties,  that  on  the  expiration  of  his  first 
term  he  was  re-elected.  On  retiring  from  office, 
he  resumed  liis  labors  as  a  civil  engineer,  and  also 
engaged  in  the  real-estate  business. 

While  residing  in  Kentucky  Mr.  Werner  had 
been  twice  married,  and  by  his  first  wife,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Lucy  D.  Marshall,  he  had  one 
sou,  Henry,  now  a  resident  of  Ohio.  After  her 
death  he  married  Sarah  Riggs,  who  died  shortly 
afterward.  On  the  12th  of  April,  1865,  near  Steele- 
ville,  Randolph  County,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  xsancy  Badgley,  who  was  born  near 
Belleville,  St.  Claii-  Count}-,  as  was  her  father, 
David  Badgley.  Her  grandfather,  Aaron  Badgley, 
was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  was  one  of  the  first 
to  locate  in  what  became  known  as  the  Badglej' 
settlement.  He  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War, 
became  a  prominent  farmer,  and  died  in  St.  Clair 
Count}-.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Werner  followed  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  St.  Clair  County,  and  afterward 
removed  to  Randolph  Count}',  where  he  owned 
and  operated  a  large  farm  until  his  death.  His 
wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Amy  Abbott, 
was  born  in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  is  a  daughter  of 
John  Abbott,  who  died  in  the  Hoosier  State.  She 
is  now  living  in  St.  Louis. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Werner  were  born  seven 
children,  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living,  Wal- 
lace, a  druggist  of  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  Ralph,  of 
Murphysboro.  Mr.  Werner  was  a  faithful  and  con- 
sistent member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  to  charitable  and  benevolent  work  gave  his 
earnest  support.  He  won  the  friendship  of  the 
best  minds,  for  his  literary  tastes  and  wide  knowl- 


edge made  him  a  favorite  with  people  of  culture 
and  education.  In  pc>litics  he  supported  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Democracy.  He  w.as  called  to  his  final 
rest  July  2,  18'.t3,  and  all  who  knew  him  mourned 
his  loss.  Mrs.  Werner  shared  with  her  husband  in 
all  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  life  and  was  to  him  a 
faithful  companion.  She  too  has  many  friends  in 
the  community,  and  ranks  high  in  social  circles. 
In  temperance  work  she  takes  a  very  prominent 
part,  and  is  now  serving  her  third  year  as  Secre- 
tary of  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  I'nion. 
Of  the  principles  of  the  Prohibition  party  s.he  is 
an  earnest  advocate. 


sr^ —  ■■ 

1/  WILLIAM  PELZKR,one  of  theyoung  busi- 
ness men  of  Murphysboro,  who  is  num- 
^  bered  among  its  valued  cititzeiis  on  ac- 
count of  his  thrift  and  enter|>rise,  carries  on  a 
general  mercantile  establishment  as  a  member  of 
the  firm  of  Wisely  &  Pelzer.  They  have  a  full 
line  of  dry  goods,  groceries,  and  in  fact  every- 
thing found  in  a  first-class  general  store.  They 
are  located  at  No.  32  East  Walnut  Street,  and 
their  customers  are  many,  for  by  fair  and  lionest 
dealing  and  courteous  treatment  they  have  se- 
cured a  liberal  patronage. 

The  junior  member  of  the  firm  was  born  in 
Du  (.iuoin.  111.,  February  1,  1869,  and  his  father, 
Louis  Pelzer,  was  born  near  Red  Bud,  Randolph 
County.  The  grandfather,  Louis  Pelzer,  Sr.,  was 
a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  who  emigrated  to 
America,  and  for  half  a  century  lived  on  a  farm 
in  Randolph  County.  In  early  life  the  father  of 
our  subject  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  in 
1870  embarked  in  the  livery  business  in  Murphys- 
boro. Subsequently  he  carried  on  a  meal  market 
at  this  place,  but  of  late  years  has  .again  resumed 
farming,  which  he  now  successfully  carries  on  in 
Murphysboro  Township.  He  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Catherine  Panott,  a  native  of  Ohio  and 
a  daughter  of  Peter  Parrott,  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Randolph  County,  111.,  where  the  daugh- 
ter grew  to  womanhood. 

L.  W.  Pelzer  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  eight 
children,  seven  sons  and   one   daughter,  of  whom 
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six  are  yet  living.  Under  the  parental  roof  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed,  and 
after  attending  the  common  schools  he  became  a 
student  in  the  high  school,  thus  acquiring  a  good 
practical  English  education.  He  entered  upon  his 
mercantile  career  in  1882,  as  a  clerk  in  the  store 
of  W.  E.  Chambers,  whore  he  was  employed  for 
three  years,  working  during  the  morning  and  even- 
ing, while  through  the  day  he  gave  his  time  to 
his  lessons.  He  afterward  spent  one  year  with 
W.  M.  Uothrock,  and  later  served  as  Assistant 
Postmaster  for  one  year  under  Judge  G.  W.  An- 
drews. On  leaving  the  post  office,  he  became  a 
salesman  in  the  store  of  John  W.  Hawk,  a  general 
merciiant  of  this  place,  with  whom  he  continued 
until  1892.  He  may  truly  l)e  called  a  self-made 
man,  and  his  success  in  life  is  the  just  reward  of 
his  own  labors.  He  votes  with  the  Republican 
party  and  is  a  supporter  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
with  which  he  holds  membership. 


^•>***l-i 
'•{••{•++=^ 


ILLIAM  C.  McCORMICK,  who  resides  on 
section  21,  Kinkaid  Townshi|),  is  recog- 
]^yf  nized  .as  one  of  the  leading  and  progress- 
ive farmers  of  Jackson  Counl3-,  and  it  is  with 
pleasure  that  we  present  to  our  readers  this  record 
of  his  life.  Born  in  the  neighboring  state  of  In- 
diana, on  the  2d  of  August,  1832,  he  is  a  son  of 
Alfred  G.  McCormick,  who  was  born  in  Lafayette 
County,  Pa.,  in  1795.  On  the  paternal  side  he  was 
of  Irish  descent,  and  on  the  maternal  side  was  of 
Pennsylvania-German  lineage. 

In  the  Keystone  .Statu  Alfred  McCormick  was 
first  married,  and  by  that  union  had  two  children: 
David,  who  died  in  childhood;  and  llanna,  who 
was  married  in  Chester,  111.,  to  Philip  Meyers  and 
is  now  living  near  Los  Angeles,  Cal.  They  have 
seven  children:  Thomas,  Cyrus,  Charles,  2ieb,  Ada, 
Anna  and  Frank.  Mr.  McCormick  was  married 
in  Indiana  about  1830  to  Frances  Cornelius,  and 
in  1837  took  his  family  to  Randolph  Count}', 
where  he  lived  on  a  farm  until  18.')5.  In  that 
year  he  came  to  .lackson  County  and  made  a  per- 
manent location  in  Kinkaid  Township.  He  taught 
school  until  Lis  <;ldest  sons  were  large  enough  to 
23 


carr3'  on  the  farm.  He  was  also  a  tailor  and  cigar 
maker,  and  in  the  (irst  named  vocation  he  met  with 
most  excellent  success.  In  politics  he  voted  with 
the  Democracy  until  1860,  when  he  supported 
Lincoln,  and  thereafter  continued  his  allegiance 
to  the  Republican  party.  He  was  a  fine  scholar, 
especially  proficient  in  arithmetic,  and  was  an  ex- 
pert penman.  His  wife  was  a  faithful  member  of 
the  Free  Will  IJajjtist  Church  from  her  thirteenth 
year,  and  died  in  that  faith  in  Ma}',  1886.  In 
their  family  were  nine  children:  Sarah  A.,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen;  our  subject;  Christian 
L.,  a  store  keeper  of  Polk  County,  III.;  Alfred  G., 
who  died  during  the  late  war,  in  Aug\ist,  1862, 
near  Iluntsville,  Ala.;  Jane,  wife  of  Nathan  Ash, 
who  died  in  Franklin  County,  111.;  Virginia,  wife 
of  Thomas  (^ray,  of  Randolph  County;  JIaria, 
wife  of  Dr.  Joel  Barber,  a  [jhysician  of  Rockwood, 
111.;  Theodocia,  wife  of  Alexander  Barber,  of  Rock- 
wood,  and  George  W.,  of  Kinkaid  Township. 

■William  C.  McCormick  continued  to  live  with 
his  parents  and  aid  in  their  support  until  twenty- 
three  j'ears  of  age,  when  he  purchased  a  farm  of 
one  hundred  acres  on  section  29,  Kinkaid  Town- 
ship, beginning  the  cultivation  of  the  same.  As  a 
companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  he 
chose  Martha  E.  Talbott,  the  wedding  being  cele- 
brated January  14,  1858.  They  lived  on  his  first 
farm  until  1874,  when  they  removed  to  the  one  on 
which  they  now  reside.  A  great  transformation 
has  taken  place  since  that  time — tlie  laud  has 
been  placed  under  a  high  slate  of  cultivation  and 
many  excellent  iminovenicnts  made.  He  how  has 
an  elegant  home  and  all  the  necessary  buildings 
and  conveniences  of  a  model  farm,  and  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  and  a-half  acres  of  rich  land  ^ield 
to  him  a  golden  tribute. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  McCormick  were  born  ten 
children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living.  William  D., 
born  September  3,  1859,  married  Amanda  Wor- 
then;  Eliza  A.,  born  August  17,  1865,  is  the  wife 
of  John  Bilderback  and  has  two  children,  Claude 
and  George;  Cora,  born  September  3,  1867,  mar- 
ried Alva  Bilderbiick,  who  died  October  16,  1891, 
leaving  a  daughter,  Gracie,  who  is  living  with  her 
grandparents;  Cyrus  G.,  born  June  24,  1874,  mar- 
ried Laura  Quails;  Annie,  born  February  2,  1876, 
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is  the  wife  of  Henrj'  Davis;  Hannah  B.,  born  No- 
vember 5,  1879,  is  the  next  younger;  Fred,  born 
December  25,  1880,  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
months. 

In  politics  Mr.  McCormick  has  been  a  stanch 
Republican  for  many  years,  but  now  votes  with 
the  Prohibition  party.  He  and  his  wife  have  for 
twenty-six  years  been  prominent  members  of  and 
active  workers  in  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 
He  has  served  as  Deacon,  and  for  twenty  years 
was  Sundaj'-school  Superintendent,  and  his  wife 
has  for  manj'  j-ears  been  Clerk  of  the  church. 
When  he  joined  the  army  he  united  with  the 
Union  Cliurch  of  his  regiment.  Mr.  McCormick 
enlisted  as  a  private  for  the  late  war  in  August, 
1862,  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Eightieth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  under  Capt.  Luther  Mann  and  Col. 
Thomas  Allen.  He  continued  in  the  service  for 
almost  three  3'ears  and  was  Corporal  of  his  com- 
panj'.  At  the  siege  of  Atlanta,  August  20,  1864, 
he  was  seriousl}'  wounded  and  was  not  again  in 
active  service,  but  was  not  discharged  until  his 
regiment  was  mustered  out.  He  received  a  gun- 
shot wound  in  the  top  of  his  head,  the  ball  crush- 
ing the  skull  and  piercing  the  brain.  For  weeks 
it  was  thought  he  could  not  recover,  but  at  length 
his  vigorous  constitution  triumphed.  Since  his 
return  from  the  war,  he  has  devoted  his  energies 
untiringly  to  farm  work  and  has  therebj-  acquired 
a  handsome  competence.  Socially,  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity  of  Ava,  of  which  he  is 
now  Chaplain.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  in  which  he  is  also  Chaplain, 
and  is  a  charter  member  of  Ava  Post,  G.  A.   R. 
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EDWARD  CRAWFORD,  who  resides  in  Mur- 
physboro,  is  the  efficient  Countj'  Clerk  of 
Jackson  Count}-,  and  is  a  genial  and  enter- 
taining gentleman,  well  liked  by  all.  In  the  his- 
torj"  of  this  community'  his  record  should  not  be 
omitted.  He  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of 
Illinois,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  the  capital 
city  on  Christmas  Day  of  1861.     His  grandfather. 


Thomas  Crawford,  was  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Cadiz, 
Ohio,  and  'was  of  Scotch  descent.  He  died  m  1893, 
at  the  age  of  ninety-three  j-ears.  His  son  Hugh, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Cadiz,  and 
was  reared  to  manhood  in  tiie  Buckeye  State.  At 
an  early  age  he  removed  westward.  Attracted  by 
the  discovery  of  gold,  he  went  to  California,  where 
he  engaged  in  mining  for  a  time,  but  afterward  re- 
turned to  Jackson  County,  111.  Subsequently  he 
engaged  in  teaclung  school  in  Springfield,  but  in 
1862  we  again  find  him  in  Murphysboro. 

Hugh  Crawford  married  Elizabetii  Kimmel,  a 
native  of  Penns3'lvania.  Her  father,  Philip  Kim- 
mel, emigrated  from  the  Keystone  State  to  this 
county  in  1840,  and  located  in  Somerset  Town- 
ship. There  he  improved  a  farm,  upon  wiiich  he 
is  still  living,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years. 
The  family  is  of  German  descent.  Mrs.  Crawford, 
who  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
died  in  1884.  In  the  family  were  five  sons  and  a 
daughter  who  grew  to  mature  years,  and  they  also 
lost  two  children  in  early  life.  Hugh  Crawford 
still  survives  his  wife,  and  is  a  well  known  and 
honored  citizen  of  this  community.  He  was  ap- 
pointed County  Clerk  to  fill  a  vacancy,  then  for 
two  terms  was  elected  Circuit  Clerk  of  the  county. 
Subsequently  he  acted  as  Deputy  in  that  oflSce  for 
one  term,  and  is  now  serving  as  Deputy  in  the 
office  of  County  Clerk. 

Edward  Crawford,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
was  principally  reared  in  Murphysboro,  and  in 
his  youth  received  the  advantages  of  a  common 
school.  His  life  has  been  a  busy  and  useful  one. 
From  an  earl}'  age  he  spent  his  vacations  working 
in  offices  or  stores,  and  for  ten  years  was  employed 
as  clerk  in  a  drj--goods  estal)lishment.  Of  late 
years  his  time  has  all  been  given  to  official  duties, 
and  so  faithfully  has  he  discharged  these  that  he 
has  woii  the  high  commendation  of  all  concerned. 
In  1887  he  was  elected  City  Treasurer  for  a  term 
of  two  years;  was  then  appointed  Tax  Collector  of 
Murphysboro  Township  to  fill  a  vacancy,  and  after- 
ward was  elected  to  that  office.  In  1890  he  was 
nominated  as  County  Clerk  and  received  the  largest 
majority  of  any  candidate  on  the  Democratic  tick- 
et. In  December  he  entered  upon  the  discharge 
of  his  duties  and  is  the  present  efficient   and    cap- 
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able  County  Clerk.     Socially,  he  is  connected  with 
the  Odd  Fellows'  society. 

Ill  1885  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Crawford  and  Miss  Laura  Coad.  The  l.idy  is  a 
native  of  Il.irdiii  County,  and  a  daughter  of  S.ini- 
uel  Coad.  They  have  a  pleasant  and  comfortable 
home  on  Logan  Street,  which  is  the  abode  of  hos- 
pitality and  good  cheer.  Their  friends  throughout 
the  community  are  many,  and  by  all  thej'  are  held 
in  warm  regard. 


^^^EOROK  FINLEY  I?LAKESLP:E  is  the  nian- 
.iger  and  principal  stockholder  of  the  Du 
Quoin  Iron  Works  Company,  one  of  the 
leading  industries  of  Perry  County.  He  was  born 
in  Metamora,  Woodford  County,  111.,  December 
30,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Hali4on  Finley  Blakeslee, 
a  native  of  Jsew  York,  who  was  given  the  name  of 
Halidon  by  an  old  aunt,  Minerva  Judd,  who  was 
reading  an  old  French  book  when  she  heard  of  his 
birth,  and  her  eyes  fell  upon  the  word  Halidon. 
Nothing  would  satisfy  her  but  that  this  name  be 
given  to  the  child,  which  was  done. 

Like  his  family  through  past  generations,  Mr. 
Blakeslee  was  a  machinist.  He  married  Hannah 
Caroline  Kingsbury,  a  native  of  Francestown,  N. 
H.,  and  a  daughter  of  George  Kingsbury,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  place,  Februar}'  1,  1795.  His 
grandfather  removed  to  New  Hampshire  about 
1794,  and  there  spent  his  last  days.  The  family 
was  of  English  origin,  and  was  founded  in  Ded- 
ham,  Mass.  The  brothers  and  sisters  of  Mrs. 
Blakeslee  were,  Harriet  Newell,  who  was  born 
July  9.  1824,  and  was  educated  in  South  Iladley, 
Mass.;  George,  who  was  born  January  8,  1827, 
and  educated  in  Francestown,  N.  II.;  Sarah,  who 
was  born  February  5,  1829.  and  educated  in  .South 
Hadley,  Mass.;  Hannah  Frances,  who  was  born  in 
November,  1831,  and  died  in  childhood;  and 
Mark  Justin,  who  was  born  November  12,  1837, 
and  died  in  New  London,  Conn.  The  grand- 
mother of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
.Sallie  Everett,  and  is  still  living  in  the  Granite 
State,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety-three.  Her 
daughter,   Mrs,    Blakeslee,    was   educated    in    Mt. 


Holj'oke  Female  Seminary,  and  came  to  Illinois 
with  her  eldest  sister,  Sarah,  who  was  to  become 
the  wife  of  Julius  Clark  Blakeslee,  but  his  death 
occurred  ere  tlieir  marriage  was  celebrated.  Mr. 
Blakeslee,  father  of  our  subject,  died  in  I)u  Quoin 
in    1878. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  four  children.  His 
sister,  Mary  B.,  was  born  .July  2,  1860,  and  is  the 
wife  of  John  L.  Holmes,  who  is  in  the  employ  of 
the  South  Side  Elevated  Railroad  of  Chicago.  She 
is  a  graduate  of  the  musical  department  of  the 
Rockford  (111.)  Female  .Seminary.  They  have  three 
children:  James  Halidon, born  September  12,1882; 
Frank  Everett,  March  27,  1888;  .ind  Albert  Lewis 
April  21,  1891.  Frank  Arthur, a  brother  of  oursub- 
ject,  was  born  in  Du  Quoin,  May  17,  1864.  He  was 
educated  in  the  State  University  at  Champaign, 
and  resides  at  Leadville,  Colo.,  where  he  is  master 
mechanic  for  the  Arkansas  Valley  Smelting  Com- 
pany. He  married  Anna,  daughter  of  ex-Judge 
Parks,  of  Du  Quoin,  and  the^'  have  one  child,  Wal- 
ter. Will  Everett,  another  brother  of  our  subject, 
was  born  in  Du  Quoin,  May  19,  1868.  He  spent 
some  j-ears  in  Colorado,  but  is  now  in  tlie  emplo}'  of 
the  Du  Quoin  Iron  Works  Company.  He  married 
September  14,  1893,  INIiss  Minnie  Alice,  daughter 
of  George  Hyde,  a  mechanic  of  North  Chelmsford, 
Mass.  She  is  highly  educated  in  music,  and  was 
a  leading  singer  in  one  of  the  principal  churches 
of  Lowell,  Mass. 

G.  F.  Blakeslee  acquired  his  early  education  in 
the  schools  of  Du  Quoin,  and  in  1876  entered  the 
Illinois  State  University  at  (,'hampaign,  hut  the 
following  year  was  compelled  to  leave  college  to 
take  his  father's  place  in  the  firm  of  Blakeslee  & 
Brother,  for  the  latter's  health  had  failed.  In 
1878  he  succeeded  to  his  father's  interest  in  the 
business,  with  whicli  he  was  connected  until  1879, 
when  he  retired  from  the  company.  Like  all  of 
the  family  for  generations,  he  had  learned  the  ma- 
chinist's trade.  Embarking  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness in  Du  Quoin,  he  continued  operations  along 
that  line  until  1882,  when  he  established  the  Du 
Quoin  Iron  Works  Company,  of  which  he  is  the 
principal  owner.  An  extensive  iron  business  is 
done,  this  being  one  of  the  leading  industries  of 
Du  Quoin.     He  is  also  interested  in  the  Excelsior 
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Coal  Mines,  is  a  stockholder  in  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  a  Director  in   the  Perry  County  Coal 

Mines. 

On  the  5th  of  September,  1878,  Mr.  Blakeslee 
was  united  in  marriaoe  with  Miss  Mary  R.  Holt,  in 
Portage,  N.  Y.  Unto  them  were  born  six  children: 
Harr}'  Justin,  born  August  9,  1879;  Bessie  Bel- 
laire,  June  30,  1881;  George  Halidon,  May  20, 
1883;  Clara  Batelle,  August  17,  1885;  Carl  Julius, 
Mary  25,  1887;  and  Mar}-  Emilj-,  January  23, 
1889.  The  family  is  one  of  prominence  in  the 
community,  holding  an  enviable  position  in  social 
circles.  Tlie  parents  arc  members  of  the  Presb}'- 
terian  Church,  in  which  Mr.  Blakeslee  served  as 
Elder.  In  politics,  he  is  inclined  to  be  indepen- 
dent, and  is  now  serving  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Council.  He  is,  regarded  as  one  of  the  foremost 
business  men  of  Du  Quoin. 
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W,  OHN  GROTT.  Among  the  citizens  of  Ran- 
dolph  County  who  have  contributed  their 
quota  toward  the  development  of  their 
adopted  land  may  be  properly  mentioned 
Mr.  Grott,  who  for  man}'  years  was  an  active 
farmer  and  is  now  living  in  retirement  on  section 
10,  township  7,  range  7.  He  has  been  verj'  pros- 
perous  in  the  pursuit  of  his  calling,  establishing 
what  is  considered  one  of  tLe  model  farms  in  the 
county,  and  now  that  old  age  has  come  upon  him, 
is  enabled  to  retired  from  the  arduous  duties  of 
life. 

A  native  of  Poland,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Sarban,  June  17,  1824,  and  was  the  youngest  of 
five  children  born  to  the  union  of  Andrew  and 
Agnes  (Kosma)  Grott,  the  former  of  whom  died 
when  our  subject  was  but  two  years  old.  The 
mother  survived  until  1852,  when  she  departed 
this  life,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  "While  in  the 
Old  Country  our  subject  served  for  three  and  one- 
half  j'ears  in  the  Prussian  army,  that  portion  of 
the  country  in  which  he  lived  having  fallen  to 
that  nation.  While  a  resident  of  Poland  he  was 
engaged  as  a  farmer,  working  on  his  father's  es- 
tate.    On  the  death  of  the  latter  he  sold  his  share 


in  the  property  to  his  brother,  receiving  $4,000 
for  the  same. 

When  reaching  his  twentieth  year,  Mr.  Grott 
determined  to  come  to  America,  and  leaving  Po- 
land in  April,  1854,  landed  at  Quebec  after  an 
uneventful  voyage.  His  destination  being  Ches- 
ter, this  state,  he  came  by  way  of  the  Lakes  to 
Chicago,  thence  by  rail  to  La  Salle,  from  which 
place  he  descended  the  Illinois  and  Mississippi 
Rivers  by  boat  to  that  city,  where  he  arrived  July 
12.  His  first  work  after  coming  here  was  on  a 
plank  road  leading  from  Randoli)li  to  Chester. 
He  was  thus  emjiloyed  for  about  two  months,  re- 
ceiving as  his  pay  $1.25  per  day,  which  was  con- 
sidered ver\'  good  wages  at  that  lime.  After  the 
road  was  completed  he  was  engaged  in"grubbing," 
and  together  with  his  partner  he  cleared  about 
four  hundred  and  seventy  acres.  When  the  prop- 
erty came  into  his  jwssession,  it  was  covered  with 
wood  and  brush,  but  by  hard  work  he  succeeded 
in  converting  it  into  a  valuable  farm. 

Previous  to  settling  on  his  farm,  however,  our 
subject  went  to  Texas  in  the  employ  of  a  railroad, 
but  the  climate  and  water  did  not  agree  with  him 
and  he  became  sick  after  a  stay  of  two  weeks  in 
the  south,  as  did  all  the  other  workmen,  and  in  a 
month's  time  they  were  unable  to  work. 

On  his  return  from  Texas  Mr.  Grott  began 
working  for  Jacob  Con  vail,  in  whose  employ  he 
remained  for  two  years.  At  the  end  of  that  time 
he  worked  out  b}'  the  day  on  the  farm  of  Fritz 
Buchraan,  with  whom  he  remained  for  seven  years. 
Following  this  he  rented  two  hundred  and  forty 
acres  of  land  for  one  j^ear,  after  which  he  pur- 
chased the  first  eight}'  acres  of  his  present  posses- 
sions. To  this  was  later  added  twenty-nine  and 
one-half  acres,  and  since  that  time  he  has  increased 
his  acreage  with  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres,  making  in  all  a  valuable  estate  of 
two  hundred  and  twenty  acres. 

In  Kaskaskia,  November  25,  1866,  Mr.  Grott 
married  Miss  Wilhelinena,  daughter  of  Stephen 
and  Julia  Grooste,  now  residents  of  Chester.  By 
their  marriage  were  born  nine  children,  namely; 
Amel.  Roman,  John,  Joseph,  Celia,  Andrew,  Al- 
bert, Mary  and  Rudolph.  Amel  and  John  are 
deceased,     Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grott,  together  with  their 
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family,  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
in  Chester,  of  which  our  subject  has  been  Trustee 
since  1877.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  does 
not  hesitate  to  vote  for  the  best  man,  regardless  of 
party.  He  attended  the  World's  Fair  in  Chicago, 
which  was  the  first  time  he  had  visited  the  Gar- 
den Cit}'  since  his  advent  into  the  state  in  1854. 
Tiien  there  were  but  a  few  houses  in  that  now 
great  city,  and  the  present  site  of  the  Union  de- 
pot was  a  large  marshy  tract  of  land. 

xOAH  CIIEATIIAIM,  a  retired  farmer  living 
in  Ava,  w.as  born  in  Elk  Township,  Jackson 
!k\,^  County,  February  2,  1834,  and  is  a  worthy 
representative  of  one  of  the  honored  pioneer  fami- 
lies of  southern  Illinois.  His  father,  Robertson 
Cheatham,  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1808,  and  was 
a  son  of  Samuel  Cheatham,  who  removed  with  his 
family  to  Tennessee  in  1804,  locating  thirty  miles 
from  Nashville.  There  he  lived  until  1822,  when 
he  removed  to  Mt.  A'ernon,  111.  A  short  time  after- 
ward he  took  up  his  residence  on  Elk  Prairie,  where 
his  remaining  days  were  spent. 

Kol)«rtson  aided  his  father  and  bore  the  hard- 
sliips  of  pioneer  life.  In  Brownsville  he  married 
the  daughter  of  Colonel  Creath,  an  early  settler  of 
this  state,  and  located  on  the  old  Cheatham  home- 
stead. There  he  lived  until  tiie  fall  of  1844,  when 
he  removed  to  Bradley  Township,  Jackson  County, 
making  a  permanent  location.  He  first  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  afterward  added  to  it  a 
like  amount,  from  which  he  developed  a  fine  farm. 
In  1837  his  wife  died.  Their  family  numbered 
four  children,  of  whom  three  are  3'et  living:  Will- 
iam, a  resident  of  Williamson  County;  Noah;  and 
Henry,  of  Ava.  The  father  afterward  married 
Elizabeth  Cruse,  who  died  leaving  one  child,  Al- 
bert, now  of  Missouri.  He  then  wedded  Sarah 
Kimmel,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  .inda  daughter 
of  Abram  Kimmel.  They  have  six  children:  Car- 
roll, Marion,  Isabel,  George,  Sarah  and  Oliver. 
The  father  died  in  1875.  He  took  an  active  inter- 
est in  political  affairs,  voting  with  the  Democratic 
party,  and  was  a  man  of  many  excellencies  of 
character,  who    had    the  high    regard  of  all.     His 


widow  and  her  sons,  George  and  Oliver,  are  now 
living  on  the  old  homestead. 

Noah  Cheatham  received  but  limited  educational 
advantages  in  his  youth,  but  his  training  as  a  farm 
hand  was  not  meagre.  Having  arrived  at  mature 
years  he  chose  as  a  companion  and  helpmate  on 
life's  journey  Miss  Mary  Jane,  daughter  of  Gideon 
Carr,  who  removed  from  St.  Clair  County,  111.,  to 
Jackson  Count}' in  18,j3.  She  was  born  in  the  for- 
mer county,  August  31,1839,  and  their  wedding  was 
celebrated  December  20,  ISoiJ.  They  began  their 
domestic  life  upon  a  farm  in  Ora  Township.  It 
was  covered  with  timber,  but  with  characteristic 
energy  Mr.  Cheatham  began  its  development  and 
cleared  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  making  one  of 
the  finest  farms  in  this  region.  In  1880  he  built 
a  two-stoiy  brick  residence,  one  of  the  handsome 
homes  of  the  neighborhood,  and  there  resided  until 
1890,  when  he  removed  to  his  pleasant  home  in 
Ava. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheatham  were  born  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  four  are  j'el  living:  Caroline,  wife 
of  Murra}'  Dean;  Frank,  who  married  Alice  Brett 
and  has  two  children;  Albert,  who  wedded  Ida 
Asbury,  by  whom  he  has  two  children;  and  Eva, 
who  completes  the  family.  The  household  is  a 
hospitable  one  and  its  members  rank  high  in  social 
circles.  Mr.  Cheatham  belongs  to  the  Free  Will 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  politics  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat.  His  well  directed  efforts  have  won  him 
success  in  business  and  gained  him  the  handsome 
competence  which  now  enables  him  to  live  retired. 


_=l 
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)ERT  A.  ORLAND,  a  practical  and  skilled 
machinist,  who  is  now  foreman  of  the  ma- 
chine shops  and  roundhouse  of  the  Mobile 
&  Ohio  Railroad  at  Murpliysboro,  claims 
Ohio  as  the  state  of  his  nativity,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  Cleveland,  on  the  7tli  of  July,  1867. 
The  family  is  of  English  origin.  His  father,  W. 
P.  Orland,  was  born  in  England,  and  during  his 
boyhood  crossed  the  Atlantic,  becoming  a  resident 
of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  where  he  learned  the  machin- 
ist's trade.  He  became  an  expert  mechanic  and 
was  employed  in  Cleveland  as  general  foreman  of 
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the  shops  of  the  Big  Four  Railroad.  The  year 
1883  witnessed  his  arrival  in  Illinois,  and  he  is 
now  master  mechanic  of  the  Cairo  Division  of  the 
Big  Four  Railroad,  his  home  being  in  Mt.  Carmel, 
111.  In  the  Buckeye  State  he  wedded  Miss  Alice 
Hyde,  a  native  of  Cleveland,  and  a  daughter  of 
Addison  Hyde,  now  a  resident  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  four  children,  and  in 
his  native  city  made  his  home  until  sixteen  years 
of  age,  attending  its  public  schools,  where  he  ac- 
quired a  good  practical  education.  In  1883  he 
went  to  Mattoon,  111.,  where  for  one  year  he  was 
employed  in  the  office  of  the  Big  Four  Railroad, 
and  in  1884  he  entered  the  shops  at  that  place, 
serving  a  four  years'  term  of  apprenticeship  as  a 
machinist.  On  the  15th  of  March,  1889.  he  came 
to  Murphysboro,  where  Mr.  Davis  was  then  serv- 
ing as  master  mechanic.  He  woi'ked  as  a  machin- 
ist until  1891,  when  he  was  promoted,  being  ap- 
pointed to  the  responsible  position  of  foreman  of 
the  machine  shops  and  roundhouse.  He  is  well 
liked  bj'the  men  under  him  and  has  tlie  confidence 
and  trust  of  his  employers,  for  he  is  faitiiful  to 
every  dut3'  and  the  trust  reposed  in  him. 

In  February,  1890,  in  Murphysboro,  was  cele- 
brated the  marriage  of  Mr.  Orland  and  Miss  Ze- 
relda  Riseling,  a  native  of  this  place.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  one  child,  Frank. 
Although  their  residence  here  covers  only  a  few 
years,  they  have  already  won  many  friends  by 
their  excellencies  of  character.  Mr.  Orland  holds 
membership  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in 
his  political  views  is  an  advocate  of  the  princi- 
ples of  the  Republican  party. 


ll^,.     J.  HEINECKLE,  who  is  successfully  engaged 
n  merchandising  in  Du  Quoin,  was  born  in 


Saxony,  German^',  Noveipber  3,  1849,  and 
<M  is  a  son  of  Frederick  Heinecke,  who  was  a 
farmer  and  dealer  in  grain  in  the  Old  Country. 
He  crossed  the  Atlantic  in  1854  and  took  up  his 
residence  in  St.  Clair  County,  where  he  followed 
wagon-making.  Subsequently  he  removed  to  a 
farm  in  Randolph  County,  and  is  now  living  on  a 
farm   with    one    of    his  sons.    He  married  Emily 


Rieticher,  a  native  of  Germanj',  who  died  August 
16,  1875,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five. 

Their  family  numbered  twelve  children — six 
sons  and  six  daughters — of  whom  four  sons  and 
two  daughters  are  yet  living.  Alwine  is  the  wife 
of  William  Dinges,  a  farmer  of  St.  Clair  County; 
Agnes  married  Godfrey  Eckert,  a  soldier  of  the 
late  war,  who  was  wounded,  and  after  carrying  a 
Rebel  bullet  for  twelve  years,  died  from  the  eflfects 
of  his  injury.  His  widow  has  since  been  married  to 
John  Ferdinand  Debro,  and  is  now  living  in  St. 
Louis.  Heniy  T.  is  a  farmer  of  St.  Clair  County; 
William,  a  miner  of  Du  Quoin,  married  Sophia 
H.  Smith,  and  Louis  is  a  farmer  of  St.  Clair  County. 

Our  subject  was  reared  upon  the  old  homestead 
and  received  but  limited  educational  privileges. 
He  remained  with  his  father  upon  the  farm  un- 
til twenty-four  years  of  age,  when  he  married 
Elizabeth  Wildj',  a  native  of  St.  Clair  County, 
where  her  father,  who  was  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land, settled  in  a  very  early  daj'.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heinecke  were  born  nine  children,  of  whom 
six  are  yet  living:  Henry  T.,  eighteen  years  of 
age,  who  aids  his  father  in  the  store;  Caroline, 
aged  sixteen;  Walter,  who  is  fourteen  3'ears  of  age 
and  is  also  in  the  store;  Elanora  Agnes,  who  is  ten 
years  old  and  attends  school;  Otto  S.,  aged  eight, 
and  Gustauf  E..  aged  six.  The  three  other  ciiil- 
dreu  died  in  childhood. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Heinecke  engaged  in  the 
operation  of  a  rented  farm  in  Randolph  County 
for  a  year,  and  then  followed  farming  in  St.  Clair 
County  for  two  years,  after  which  he  was  forced  to 
abandon  that  occupation  on  account  of  ill  health. 
He  removed  to  Lenzburg  Station,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel,  saloon  and  livery  business, 
which  he  successfullj'  followed  for  ten  years.  Dur- 
ing that  time  he  became  interested  in  coal  mining, 
which  proved  a  profitable  venture.  At  length  he 
sold  his  mining  interests,  bought  land,  and  also 
purchased  and  operated  a  creamery  for  a  time. 
In  1889  he  embarked  in  general  merchandising  in 
Du  Quoin,  and  has  since  built  up  a  large  business, 
having  a  constantly  increasing  trade.  He  also 
owns  his  farm  in  St.  Clair  County  and  has  been 
very  successful  in  carrying  on  his  interests. 

While  living  in  St.  Clair  County  Mr.  Heinecke 
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served  as  Presiflent  of  the  Town  Board  of  Lenz- 
burg  for  several  years.  For  four  years  he  was 
Township  Supervisor,  and  also  served  on  the 
School  Board.  He  has  always  been  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  lie  served  as  a  Trustee  in  St.  Clair 
County  and  is  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees 
of  the  church  in  Du  Quoin.  Socially,  he  is  an 
Odd  Fellow  and  has  tilled  all  the  ciiairs  of  his 
lodge.  He  is  also  a  Knight  of  Pythias  and  be- 
longs to  two  orders,  the  D.  O.  H.  and  the  U.  O.  T. 
B.  In  all  of  the  organizations  he  takes  an  active 
part.  In  the  community  where  he  lives  he  is 
widely  and  favorablj'  known,  and  with  pleasure 
we  present  to  our  readers  this  record  of  his  life. 


'  JOHN  FREDERICK  RAUSCH,  who  is  fore- 
j  man  of  the  car  department  of  the  Mobile  & 
Ohio  Railroad  at  Murphysboro,  and  also 
Chief  of  the  fire  company  of  that  road,  is 
a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State.  He  was  born  in 
Cincinnati,  Ohio,  December  5,  1851,  and  is  a  son 
of  .lohn  F.  and  Matilda  (Lentsch)  Rausch.  The 
parents  were  both  natives  of  Germany.  The  pa- 
ternal grandfather  carried  on  a  feed  store  and  en- 
gaged in  teaming  in  that  country  and  also  in  Cin- 
cinnati, after  his  emigration  to  America. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  Cincin- 
nati, and  followed  the  same  business  as  his  father. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Union  Fire  Engine  <k 
Hose  Company,  and  was  a  stalwart  and  active 
man,  but  in  1853  was  stricken  with  cholera  and 
soon  died.  Mrs.  Raupcli  came  to  tiie  United  States 
with  her  parents  during  her  girlhood,  the  family 
locating  in  Evansville,  Ind.,  and  later  in  Louis- 
ville, Ky.  After  the  death  of  her  first  husband, 
she  became  the  wife  of  Joseph  Loesch,  who  died 
in  1862.  The}'  bad  one  child,  now  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mr.s.  Rausch  had  two  children,  the  daugliter 
being  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Boyer,  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

At  the  age  of  four  years,  John  F.  went  with  his 
mother  to  Louisville.  In  1863,  he  was  serving  as 
bartender  when  Colonel  Kingsley,  who  came  in 
to  get  a  drink,  intrusted  $1,000  to  his  care.  On 
his  return  for  the  money  the  Colonel  said,  "Young 


man,  you  shall  have  a  better  job,"  and  he  was 
made  messenger  under  Capt.  J.  G.  Klink  and  Col. 
J.  R.  Delvechio  in  Louisville,  receiving  itiO  per 
month  and  his  board.  This  position  he  held  un- 
til the  close  of  the  war.  One  day  while  out  on 
an  expedition  he  was  confronted  by  Sue  Mun- 
day,  who  called  halt,  but  Mr.  Rausch  whipped  up 
his  horse  and  at  length  made  his  escape.  Later  he 
saw  his  pursuer  hung. 

After  the  war,  our  subject  served  a  four  years' 
apprenticeship  as  car  builder  with  Colonel  Del- 
vechio, President  of  the  Market  Street  Railroad, 
and  then  became  foreman  of  the  shops,  which  po- 
sition he  filled  until  the  company  sold  out.  He 
was  then  with  the  Ohio  Falls  Car  Works  at  Jeffer- 
sonville,  Ind.,  for  two  years,  and  afterwards  served 
as  car  builder  at  Louisville  for  the  Paducah  Rail- 
road. In  1880,  he  went  to  East  St.  Louis  and  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  shops  of  the  St.  Louis  & 
Cairo  Railroad,  and  continued  as  foreman  after 
the  purchase  of  that  road  by  the  Mobile  cfe  Ohio 
Railroad.  In  the  fall  of  IHH'.l,  wlieu  the  shops 
were  built  at  Murphysboro,  lie  was  made  foreman 
at  this  place  and  has  had  entire  charge  since,  with 
about  forty  men  under  him.  He  understands 
every  department  of  the  business,  and  his  practical 
knowledge  well  fits  him  for  the  responsible  posi- 
tion. 

Mr.  Rausch  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Mobile  ik  Ohio  Fire  Company-,  and  by  5Ir.  Clarke 
was  appointed  Chief.  This  company  won  the  first 
prize  at  Jonesboro  and  Carbondale.  It  was  organ- 
ized for  the  preservation  of  railroad  properl}',  but 
also  acts  as  a  fire  company  for  the  city.  Our  sub- 
ject has  now  been  foreman  of  car  shops  for  eigh- 
teen j'ears,  which  fact  indicates  a  faithful  service 
and  is  a  record  of  which  he  may  well  be  proud. 

In  Louisville.  K}-.,  in  187.'?.  Mr.  Rausch  wedded 
Miss  Anne  Kesler,  a  native  of  Oerman_v,  who  came 
to  this  country  in  1865.  Thcv  have  eight  chil- 
dren: Christina  A.,  Julius  C,  Bettie  L..  Ida  M.. 
John  F.,  Freida  D.,  Charles  II.  and  Annie  W.  Mr. 
Rausch  joined  the  Masonic  fraternity  in  Hardin 
County,  Kv.,  and  now  belongs  to  Murphysboro 
Lodge  No.  498,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.  He  also  holds 
membership  with  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a   Democrat,  and  was  one  of  the  organ- 
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izers  of  the  Gill  Guards,  of  which  he  was  elected 
President.  He  is  also  the  composer  of  the  Gill 
campaign  song. 


ON.  THOMAS  M.  LOGAN,  President  of  the 
Street  Railway  Company  of  Murphysboro, 
is  the  oldest  living  settler  of  this  place,  and 
one  of  the  first  pioneers  of  Jackson  Coun- 
ty. He  has  been  prominent  in  the  historj'  of  the 
community  for  many  years,  and  like  his  illustrious 
brother,  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  has  become  widely 
known  through  business  and  social  interests. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Murphysboro,  August 
1,  1828,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  John  Logan,  a  native 
of  Ireland.  The  grandfather,  who  also  bore  the 
name  of  John,  brought  the  family  to  America  when 
his  son  was  onl3'  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  located 
in  Ohio,  where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  after- 
ward removed  to  Perry  Count}-,  Mo.,  and  subse- 
quently came  to  this  county.  AVhen  the  father  of 
our  subject  was  a  young  man  he  went  south  with 
a  stock  drover  and  formed  tlie  acquaintance  of 
Dr.  Clayburn,  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  with  whom  he 
studied  medicine  for  four  years.  He  then  engaged 
in  practice  in  Perry  Count)-,  Mo.  In  1824  he  lo- 
cated in  Brownsville,  then  the  county  seat  of  this 
county,  and  the  following  year  married  Elizabeth 
Jenkins,  who  was  a  native  of  V'irginia,  as  was  her 
father,  Alex  Jenkins.  He  was  a  farmer  and  re- 
moved with  liis  famil}-  to  South  Carolina,  thence 
to  Tennessee,  and  later  to  Union  County,  111., 
where  he  became  an  early  settler  and  spent  his  re- 
maining days.  He  raised  a  company  for  the  Black 
Hawk  War  and  became  a  Colonel  in  tliat  service. 
His  son,  Alex,  served  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
the  state. 

In  1826  John  Logan  removed  to  Murph}-sboro, 
although  the  town  had  not  been  started  at  that 
time,  and  purchased  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres 
of  wild  laud.  About  1842  commissioners  were 
appointed  to  chose  a  site  for  the  count}'  seat,  and 
they  located  it  upon  the  farm  of  Dr.  Logan,  who 
donated  twenty  acres  to  the  town,  in  the  center  of 
wliich  the  court  house  was  built.  The  Doctor  pur- 
chased several  lots  and  from  this  point  practiced 


medicine,  receiving  calls  from  a  radius  of  over 
thirty  miles.  He  also  built  a  hotel  on  the  present 
site  of  the  Logan  House,  but  his  tireless  labors 
proved  too  much  for  him  and  undoubtedl}-  hast- 
ened his  death.  He  several  times  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Legislature,  being  elected  on  the 
Democratic  ticket.  He  was  a  member  of  the  State 
Medical  .Society,  and  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  served  as  surgeon  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War,  and  was  ever  prominent  in  public  affairs  in 
this  eommunit}'.  The  death  of  this  honored  and 
worthy  gentleman  occurred  in  18.5.3,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-five  years  and  four  months.  His  wife  passed 
away  in  1876.  In  the  famil}'  were  eight  children, 
of  whom  five  besides  our  subject  grew  to  mature 
years,  namelj':  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  whose  name 
is  known  throughout  the  world;  Mrs.  Dorothy 
Tliomas,  who  died  in  Murpliysboro;  Mrs.  Augustine 
Rogers,  who  lives  in  this  place;  Hon.  William, 
an  attorney-at-law,  who  served  as  a  member  of  the 
State  Legislature,  and  died  in  1867,  and  James,  a 
merchant  of  Olney,  111. 

Amid  the  wild  scenes  of  the  frontier  Thomas 
Logan  was  reared.  For  a  time  there  were  no  schools, 
but  afterward  a  log  school  with  slab  seats  was  built 
a  mile  and  a-half  from  his  home.  It  took  two  days 
and  two  nights  to  go  to  mill  and  return,  including 
the  time  while  the  grist  was  being  ground.  Deer, 
wolves  and  bear  were  plenty;  farming  was  done 
with  oxen,  with  a  wooden  mold-board  on  the  plow, 
and  they  used  to  cradle  and  mow  with  the  reap 
hook  and  scythe.  Mr.  Logan  bought  the  second 
reaper  in  the  county.  He  remained  at  home  until 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  then  rented  land  for  three 
years  in  connection  with  Mr.  Osborn,  also  operat- 
ing a  horse  sawmill  for  eigiiteen  months. 

Subsequently  Mr.  Logan  purchased  land,  three 
hundred  acres,  adjoining  the  old  homestead,  which 
he  cleared  and  improved,  carrying  on  general 
farming.  He  also  raised  good  grades  of  cattle  and 
hogs,  and  in  1855  he  began  breeding  thorough  bred 
horses.  For  thirteen  years  he  had  a  stable,  and  at 
one  time  owned  some  of  the  finest  horses  in  the 
country.  In  April,  1891,  his  stable  was  destroyed 
by  fire;  sixteen  head  of  the  finest  standard  bred 
horses  were  burned  to  death,  and  three  thousand 
bushels   of   grain  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


651 


hay  were  consumed  in  the  flames.  For  twenty- 
seven  years  one  trainer  worked  in  his  employ. 
Among  his  horses  were  "Blind  Tom,"  "Prairie 
Bird,"  "Stocking  Leg,"  "Cricket,"  "Logan,"  "Sal- 
lie  L.,"  "Prince  AJI)ert,"  "Pet,"  and  others.  In 
connection  with  (ieneral  Logan,  lie  owned  six  hun- 
dred acres  of  tine  land,  and  he  now  witli  .1.  C.Clark 
has  tliree  iuindrcd  acres  adjoining  the  corporation 
limits  of  Miupliyslmro.  In  connection  with  .1.  C. 
Clark,  in  1892,  he  laid  out  the  Clark  and  Logan 
Addition  to  Miu-physl)oro,  comprising  eighty  acres. 
This  includes  John  A.  Logan  Park,  a  ten-acre  tract 
of  land,  nicely  improved  and  cultivated. 

In  1852  Mr.  Logan  married  Aiellia  Gill,  who  was 
born  in  Klk  Prairie,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Peter 
(iill,  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  County  Judges 
of  this  community.  She  died  in  18,57,  and  in  Au- 
gust, 1874,  Mr.  Logan  wedded  Jliss  Sallie  Oliver, 
a  native  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of 
Tliomas  Oliver.  Prior  to  her  marriage  she  engaged 
in  school  teaching.  .She  is  a  very  active  and  prom- 
inent worker  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  a  leader  in  Sunday-school  work. 

Other  business  interests  have  occupied  tlie atten- 
tion of  Mr.  Logan,  who  has  been  very  prominent 
in  the  upbuilding  and  development  of  this  com- 
munity. In  18'J2  the  Murph^'sboro  Street  Kailwaj' 
Company  was  incorporated  and  the  tracks  laid.  lie 
is  one  of  its  Directors  and  has  been  its  President 
from  the  beginning.  He  has  built  two  mills  in  this 
place.  In  connection  with  Mr.  Osborn  he  built 
the  Manufacturers  Mill,  and  later  the  Logan  & 
Deshan  Mill.  Both  of  these  he  has  since  sold.  In 
1891  he  bought  the  site  of  the  original  Logan 
Hotel,  and  built  the  present  house  at  a  cost  of  $33,- 
000.  It  is  a  three-story  structure,  and  the  finest 
building  in  the  city.  He  also  erected  the  Hamilton 
House,  and  has  built  and  sold  other  brick  blocks. 
Me  was  one  of  the  organizers  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  and  is  still  a  stockholder  and  director.  He 
aided  in  the  organization  and  is  a  stockholder  in 
the  City  National  Bank.  In  politics  he  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party,  since  which  time  he  has  been  one  of  its  stal- 
wart supporters.  Could  the  work  and  its  results 
which  Mr.  Logan  has  accomplished  be  withdrawn 
from  Murphjsboro,  the  city  would  at  best  be  only 


a  town  of  little  importance,  for  his  labors  have 
been  prominent  factors  in  its  upbuilding  and  in 
the  promotion  of  its  best  interest*. 


E.  TALBOTT,  who  is  now  living  a  retired 
life  in  Ava,  claims  Tennessee  as  the  state 
of  his  nativity,  his  birtli  having  occurred 
in  Smith  County,  April  20,  1817.  The  family  is 
of  Englisii  origin,  and  at  an  early  day  in  Colonial 
history  was  established  in  Virginia,  where  Thomas 
Talbott,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born. 
William  R.  Talbott,  the  father,  was  born  near 
Fredericksburg,  \'a.,  in  1796,  and  served  under 
General  Harrison  in  the  War  of  1812,  taking  part 
in  the  battles  of  the  northwest.  He  also  fought 
under  General  Jackson  at  New  Orleans.  Remov- 
ing to  Tennessee,  he  there  married  Martha  M. 
Gifford,  who  w.as  born  near  Knoxville  in  1793. 

In  October,  1820,  William  R.  Talbott  and  his 
wife  came  to  Illinois,  locating  two  miles  north  of 
Kaskaskia,  and  two  years  later  removed  to  Kin- 
kaid  Township,  .lackson  County,  leasing  a  farm 
from  Captain  McDonough,  the  pioneer  mail  car- 
rier of  this  section.  Later  they  located  two  miles 
north  of  Rockwood,  Randolph  County-,  but  after 
four  years  they  came  to  Kinkaid  Township,  set- 
tling on  section  33,  where  they  made  a  permanent 
location.  Mr.  Talbott  died  November  16,  1847, 
and  his  wife  passed  aw.ay  April  12,  1841.  Of  their 
eight  children  but  two  are  now  living:  W.  E.,  and 
Martha  M.,  wife  of  Samuel  Bowers,  a  farmer  of 
Kinkaid  Township,  b}'  whom  she  h.as  three  chil- 
dren. The  mother  was  a  member  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  and  the  father  was  a  Jjick- 
sonian  Democrat. 

Mr.  Talbott  of  this  sketch  was  only  three  years 
old  when  brought  by  his  parents  to  Illinois.  His 
mother  carried  a  baby  in  her  arms,  and  he  rode  be- 
hind her  on  horseback.  In  1826  he  entered  the 
first  school  taught  on  the  Mississippi  River  Bluff, 
and  in  his  youth  obtained  such  education  as  the 
schools  of  the  neighborhood  afforded,  but  his  privi- 
leges were  very  meagre.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  as- 
sumed the  management  of  the  farm,  for  his  father 
■was  in  poor  health.     He  drove  an  ox-cart  to  mill 
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at  Steeleville,  and  experienced  all  the  difficulties 
of  pioneer  life.  For  two  years'  service  after  at- 
taining his  majoritj'  his  father  gave  him  $200, 
•with  which  he  entered  eighty  acres  of  wild  land 
on  section  22,  Kinkaid  Township,  and  began  the 
development  of  a  farm. 

On  the  14tli  of  January,  1841,  Mr.  Talbott  mar- 
ried Elizabeth,  daughter  of  'Squire  Crane,  who  was 
a  territorial  ranger  and  an  early  settler  in  this 
community.  She  was  born  in  Kinkaid  Township, 
June  7,  1820.  They  began  their  domestic  life  in 
a  log  cabin,  but  as  the  years  passed,  they  were  en- 
abled to  secure  the  comforts  and  conveniences  of 
civilization,  and  theirs  became  one  of  the  finest 
farms  of  the  township.  They  made  it  their  home 
until  1887,  since  which  time  they  have  lived  re- 
tired in  Ava.  Mr.  Talbott  now  owns  fourteen 
hundred  and  seventy  acres  of  land,  and  has  given 
five  hundred  acres  to  his  children. 

In  the  family  were  twelve  children,  six  of  whom 
are  yet  living:  Mrs.  Martha  M.  McCormick,  S.  A., 
Thomas  R.,  Peter  K.,  William  R.  and  Mrs.Sophro- 
na  J.  Austin.  All  reside  in  Kinkaid  Township. 
S.  A.  served  in  the  Civil  War,  and  was  held  pris- 
oner for  eighteen  months.  The  children  were 
given  good  educationaladvantages,and  were  there- 
by fitted  for  the  practical  duties  of  life. 

In  politics.  Mr.  Talbott  has  long  been  a  Demo- 
crat. For  ten  years  he  served  as  Supervisor,  and 
for  many  years  has  been  School  Director.  He  is 
the  oldest  living  settler  in  Kinkaid  Township,  his 
residence  in  Illinois  covering  a  period  of  seventy- 
four  years.  He  has  watched  the  entire  growth  and 
development  of  the  counts',  has  aided  in  its  ad- 
vancement, and  well  deserves  mention  among  its 
honored  pioneers. 

S\  URRAY  DEAN,  who  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  business  interests  of  Ava, 
being  now  engaged  in  milling,  merchan- 
dising and  banking,  was  born  December 
26,  1848,  in  Liberty  (now  Rockwood),  111.  The 
common  schools  afforded  him  his  early  educa- 
tional privileges,  and  later  he  studied  in  the  Chester 
High  School  and  in  an  academy  in  Nashville.  He 
received   his   business  training  as  clerk  in  his  fa- 


ther's store,  and  then  was  employed  as  salesman 
for  John  C.  Clendennen,  of  Rockwood,  until  1872. 
In  that  year  he  traveled  through  the  south,  hand- 
ling nursery  stock,  and  in  August,  1873,  came  to 
Ava,  where  he  was  made  Superintendent  in  his 
father's  mill,  of  which  he  is  now  proprietor. 

Four  members  of  the  family  became  owners  of 
the  mill  in  1877,  and  later  Murray  and  his  brother 
W.  C.  bought  out  the  other  partners,  running  the 
business  together  until  July,  1893,  when  our  sub- 
ject became  sole  owner.  The  mill  is  supplied  with  a 
full  roller  process  and  the  latest  improved  machin- 
ery, and  has  a  capacit}'  of  two  hundred  barrels  of 
flour  per  day.  Extensive  shipments  of  the  leading 
brands,"Belle  of  Ava"  and  "White  Lily,"  are  made 
to  the  south.  Employment  is  furnished  to  fifteen 
men,  and  fifteen  men  are  also  employed  in  tiic 
cooper  siiop,  which  is  run  in  connection  with  the 
mill.  The  elevator  has  a  capacity  of  fort^-  thousand 
bushels,  and  both  it  and  the  mill  are  run  by  steam 
power. 

In  1875,  in  connection  with  his  brother  W.  C, 
Mr.  Dean  opened  a  general  store  and  continued 
the  same  under  the  firm  name  of  Dean  Brotiiers 
until  1889,  when  William  Divers  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm.  In  1891  our  subject  bought  out 
his  brother,  and  operations  are  now  carried  on 
under  the  firm  name  of  William  Divers  it  Co., 
who  do  a  business  of  $50,000  per  year.  They 
erected  a  three-story  brick  building,  80x50  feet, 
with  a  storeroom  and  warehouse  on  the  lower 
floor  and  a  storeroom  and  offices  on  the  second 
floor,  while  the  third  floor  is  used  as  a  Masonic 
hall  and  is  one  of  the  finest  in  southern  Illinois. 
Murray  Dean  is  also  a  member  of  tiie  firm  of  Dean 
Brothers,  bankers  and  lumber  merchants  of  Ava. 
In  1874  Mr.  Dean  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  C.  Cheatham,  who  was  born  in  Jackson 
County  in  1856,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Noah  Cheat- 
ham, now  of  Ava.  They  had  nine  children,  eight 
of  whom  are  yet  living,  Sadie,  Homer  Kent,  Ma- 
mie, Dollie,  Maud,  Charles,  James  Lester  and 
Ralph. 

In  1890  Mr.  Dean  erected  his  fine  home,  a  two- 
story  and  basement  brick  residence  of  ten  rooms, 
supplied  with  all  modern  coveniences  and  accesso- 
ries, including  hot  and  cold  water,  and  is  heated  by 
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steam.  It  is  elegantly  and  tastefully  furnished 
and  is  ever  open  for  the  reception  of  tlieir  many 
friends.  Tlie  family  is  one  of  tiie  most  prominent 
in  the  county.  In  politics  Mr.  Dean  is  a  Democrat 
and  has  for  several  terms  served  on  the  Village 
Board.  His  wife  is  one  of  the  leading  members  of 
the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  A  man  of  good 
business  ability,  sagacious  and  far-sighted,  Mr. 
Dean  has  through  his  own  efforts  won  the  success 
which  has  crowned  his  life,  and  therefore  well  de- 
serves his  prosperity. 


•r^ 


T^^^w- 


tljfc  K.  TOLEK  is  now  serving  as  Deputy 
-Jfl  Sheriff  of  Jackson  County.  At  this  writ- 
^^^^  ing,  in  December,  1893,  he  is  numbered 
among  the  residents  of  Carbondale,  but  early  in  the 
following  year  he  expects  to  remove  to  Murphys- 
boro.  lie  lias  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  Illi- 
nois, his  birth  having  occurred  in  Moscow,  Union 
County,  on  the  11th  of  May,  1866.  His  father, 
John  W.  Toler,  was  also  born  in  that  county,  where 
the  grandfather,  Erwin  Toler,  settled  in  an  early 
day.  The  latter  was  a  native  of  North  Carolina, 
and  was  a  farmer  bj'  occupation.  The  family  is  of 
Knglish  descent.  During  the  Mexican  War,  the 
grandfather  was  a  defender  of  the  country.  Later 
he  removed  to  Murphysboro. 

John  W.  Toler  was  reared  in  this  state,  and  in 
1875  emliarked  in  merchandising  in  this  place, 
■where  he  continued  for  some  time  as  a  dealer  in 
groceries,  meats  and  hardware.  In  1886,  he  went 
to  Carbondale,  where  he  is  now  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business.  He  served  .is  Postmaster  under 
President  Cleveland's  first  administration.  In  the 
late  war  he  joined  the  Thirty-fiist  Illinois  Infan- 
try, and  became  Captain  of  Company  D.  He  was 
three  times  badly  wounded,  but  continued  in  the 
service  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was 
honorably  discharged,  in  the  year  1865.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  Grand  Review  in  Washington, 
and  tiien  returned  to  his  home.  For  two  years 
he  carried  on  farming  and  then  came  to  Mur- 
physboro. For  eight  yeai-s  he  served  as  Deputy 
Sheriff  under  Hanks  and  Sams,  and  for  a  few 
weeks  after  the  death  of  Mr.  Campbell,  acted  as 


Sheriff.  He  married  Miss  Harriet  Spiller,  a  native 
of  Union  County,  111.,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
Spiller,  a  well  known  farmer  of  that  county.  The 
death  of  Mrs.  Toler  occurred  in  1886.  In  the  fam- 
ily were  seven  children,  six  sons  and  a  daughter. 

W.  E.  Toler,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  is 
the  eldest.  He  was  reared  in  this  county,  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Murphysboro,  was  graduated 
from  the  high  school,  and  in  1885  went  to  Car- 
bondale, spending  one  year  as  a  student  in  the 
Southern  Illinois  Normal.  He  was  then  for  one 
year  employed  in  the  train  department  of  the  Illi- 
nois Central  Railroad,  after  which  he  was  connec- 
ted with  the  Chicago  and  Texas  Road  for  three 
years.  In  1891,  he  embarked  in  the  butchering 
business  in  Carbondale,  in  which  he  continued 
until  March,  1893,  when  his  market  was  destroyed 
by  fire,  and  he  did  not  rebuild.  On  the  8th  of 
August,  following,  he  was  appointed  Deputy 
Sheriff,  and  has  since  filled  the  position. 

On  the  12th  of  December,  1889,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Toler  and  Miss  .Sarah  Chapman, 
a  native  of  this  county.  The  wedding  ceremony 
was  performed  in  Carbondale.  Two  children  now 
grace  the  union,  a  son  and  a  daughter,  Katie  and 
Walter.  They  oceupj-  a  pleasant  residence  in  Car- 
bondale, which  is  the  property  of  Mr.  Toler.  In 
politics  he  has  been  a  supporter  of  Democratic 
principles  since  attaining  his  majority. 


G 


^^^EORGE  HUTHMACHER,  an  enterprising 
citizen  of  Murphysboro,  who  is  now  serving 
as  Deputy  County  Sheriff  under  his  brother, 
Chailes  C,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
volume,  has  spent  his  entire  life  in  Illinois.  He  is 
a  native  of  Sandoval,  was  born  on  the  1st  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1869,  and  is  the  )'ounge8t  son  in  a  family  of 
seven  living  children.  W^ith  his  parents  he  came 
to  this  county  during  his  early  infancy,  and  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  spent  in  Grand 
Tower,  where  he  attended  the  public  schools  and 
acquired  his  literary  education.  In  1888-89,  he 
attended  Bryant  &  Stratton's  Business  College  of 
St.  Louis. 

Returning  to  the  home  farm,  Mr.  Huthmacher 
there  remained  until  December,  1890,  when  be  was 
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appointed  first  Deputy  Sheriff  by  his  brother, 
Charles  C,  who  had  been  elected  to  office  that  year. 
In  December,  1891,  he  and  a  constable  had  an  en- 
counter with  a  fugitive  from  the  Franklin  County 
Jail,  a  horse  thief.  They  learned  that  he  was  in 
the  Mississippi  bottoms  on  the  Big  Lake,  in  his 
uncle's  house.  Mr.  Huthmacher  and  the  constable 
went  to  the  place  about  ten  o'clock  in  the  fore- 
noon and  entered  the  house  to  arrest  the  fellow. 
The  thief  pulled  out  a  revolver,  and  after  that  was 
taken  from  him  by  Mr.  Hutlimacher,  he  pulled  out 
another.  He  was  then  twice  shot  by  the  constable, 
once  in  the  jaw  and  again  in  the  breast.  He  was 
then  captured,  tried  and  convicted,  and  is  now 
serving  a  nine  years'  term  in  the  penitentiary  at 
Joliet.  This  incident  well  indicates  the  bravery 
and  fearlessness  which  ably  fits  our  subject  for  the 
duties  of  his  present  position. 

Mr.  Huthmacher  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Jackson 
County  Building  and  Loan  Association.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Fraternal  Mystic  Circle,  in  which  he  is 
now  serving  as  Treasurer,  and  in  his  political 
views  is  a  Democrat.  He  has  many  friends 
throughout  the  community,  and  is  well  known  in 
the  county,  which  has  been  his  home  during  the 
greater  part  of  his  life. 


"r*^*-*-"' 


'F^^ENRY  HORN  is  prominently  connected. 
~  with  the  business  interests  of  Du  Quoin, 
where  lie  is  engaged  in  banking,  merchan- 
dising and  coal  dealing.  He  was  born  in  a 
little  village  near  Cologne,  Germany,  August  2, 
1831.  His  father  was  a  very  poor  mau,andHenry 
received  but  limited  educational  privileges,  at- 
tending the  village  school  only  until  twelve  years 
of  age,  when  he  was  forced  to  start  out  in  life  for 
himself.  From  that  early  age  he  has  been  depend- 
ent on  his  own  resources,  and  the  success  of  his 
life,  for  which  he  deserves  great  credit,  is  the  re- 
ward of  his  own  labors.  He  w.as  first  employed  in 
a  restaurant  as  a  waiter.  In  1855  he  came  to 
America  without  means,  and  worked  for  a  time  in 
the  east.  He  then  emigrated  westward,  locating 
in  the  northern  part  of  Illinois,  and  there  re- 
mained until  the  financial  panic  of   1857,  when  he 


lost  what  little  money  he  had  saved.  It  was  then 
that  he  came  to  Du  Quoin,  where,  with  less  than 
$100,  he  established  a  little  business. 

From  that  day  Mr.  Horn  has  prospered,  and  has 
rapidly  won  a  most  handsome  competence.  He 
embarked  in  general  merchandising,  and  when  he 
had  become  well  established  in  that  line,  he  became 
interested  in  coal  mines.  In  1877  lie  established 
the  Du  Quoin  Bank,  in  company  with  P.  N.  Pope, 
who  withdrew  from  the  same  some  years  ago,  leav- 
ing Mr.  Horn  sole  proprietor.  In  1878,  in  com- 
pany with  Mr.  Pope  and  Judge  Wall,  he  built  the 
St.  Nicholas  Hotel,  but  afterward  sold  his  interest 
in  that  property  to  the  two  partners.  He  is  now 
the  proprietor  of  Horn's  Coalery  Company, one  of 
the  most  extensive  mines  of  this  place,  which  has 
a  capacity  of  one  thousand  tons  per  day.  He  is 
also  largely  interested  in  stock  farms,  and  in  1884 
he  went  to  England  to  purchase  fine  stock  for  the 
same.  He  has  also  made  two  trips  to  his  native 
country. 

In  1861  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Horn  and  Miss  Mary  Feanans,  of  Ashley,  111., 
and  to  them  were  born  seven  children,  who  are 
3'et  living.  They  have  also  lost  six  children. 
Frank  was  educated  in  the  college  at  St.  Louis, 
and  is  now  cashier  in  the  Du  Quoin  Bank;  Marj-, 
who  was  educated  in  Belleville,  111.,  now  has  charge 
of  the  large  mercantile  establishment;  Thomas, 
who  was  educated  at  the  State  University  of  Cham- 
paign, is  the  Superintendent  of  Horn's  Coalery 
Company;  Minnie,  who  was  educated  at  a  convent 
in  St.  Louis,  is  now  Assistant  Cashier  of  the  bank; 
Katie  is  the  wife  of  N.  G.  Park,  a  prominent  drug- 
gist and  the  son  of  Judge  Park,  of  Du  Quoin; 
Lottie  has  completed  her  education  and  is  at  home 
with  her  parents;  while  Henry,  the  youngest,  is 
still  in  school. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Mr.  Horn  has  given  his  chil- 
dren excellent  educational  advantages,  fitting  them 
for  the  practical  duties  of  life,  and  then  tlie^'  have 
received  the  training  of  actual  business  life  by 
their  labors  in  the  various  fields  mentioned.  Mr. 
Horn  and  his  familj'  are  members'  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  when  the  new  house  of  worship  was 
built,  he  donated  the  sum  of  $10,000  to  its  erec- 
tion.    He  is  very   generous    and    liberal   toward 
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those  enterprises  which  are  calculated  to  prove  of 
public  benefit,  and  is  tlierefore  a  valued  citizen  of 
the  eoninninity.  Previous  to  his  trip  to  England 
in  1884  he  was  a  Democrat,  but  while  abroad  he 
saw  the  effects  of  free  trade  upon  the  countr.y,  and 
changing  his  views  in  consequence,  has  since  been 
a  most  stalwart  Republican.  His  success  in  life 
seems  almost  incredible  when  we  know  that  he 
came  to  this  country  empty-handed,  yet  neverthe- 
less he  has  become  the  wealthiest  citizen  of  Perry 
Count}'.  He  is  still  as  active  in  business  as  when 
he  was  striving  to  get  a  start  in  life,  his  time  be- 
ing never  idly  spent.  His  example  is  well  worthy 
of  emul.ition,  and  should  serve  to  encourage  others 
who  in  vouth  are  not  endowed  bv  fortune. 


ON.  W.  E.  BROOKINGS,  who  is  Mayor  of  Du 

Quoin,  and  one  of  the  leading  and  wealthy 
business  men  of  this  cit}',  was  born  in  Fay- 
ette County,  Pa.,  on  the  4lh  of  February, 
1849.  His  father.  Richard  Brookings,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Maryland,  born  in  1802,  in  Cecil  County. 
Removing  to  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  he  there  en- 
gaged in  tli«  coal  and  coke  business  until  the 
spring  of  1857,  when  he  emigrated  westward  and 
took  up  his  residence  on  a  farm  near  Du  Quoin. 
His  time  and  attention,  however,  were  devoted  to 
mercantile  pursuits,  which  he  carried  on  success- 
fully for  a  number  of  3'ears,  accumulating  a  con- 
siderable i)roperty.  His  death  here  occurred  on  the 
28th  of  April,  1885.  His  father, Charles  G.  Brook- 
ings, was  the  son  of  Charles  Brookings,  Sr.,  a  na- 
tive of  England,  and  tlie  founder  of  the  family  in 
America.  The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Susan  E.  Stevens.  She  was  born 
in  Fayette  Count}',  Pa.,  and  her  progenitors  were 
genuine  Highland  Scotch.  She  died  in  Du  Quoin 
on  the  1st  of  June,  1891,  and  her  loss  was  deeply 
mourned.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brookings  were 
prominent  people,  and  were  held  in  high  regard 
by  all. 

Mayor  Brookings  was  the  j'oungest  in  a  family 
of  six  children,  but  has  only  one  brother  now  liv- 
ing, A.  C,  a  leading  druggist  of  Du  Quoin.  Our 
subject  was  only  eight  years  of  age  when  with  his 


parents  he  came  to  Du  Quoin,  where  he  acquired 
his  education  in  the  public  schools.  His  business 
training  w.is  received  in  his  father's  store,  where 
he  continued  as  an  employe  until  he  succeeded  to 
the  business  about  1874.  At  his  death  the  father 
left  a  large  estate,  and  with  the  share  which  our 
subject  received  he  began  business  operations,  and 
by  his  well  directed  efforts  has  accumulated  much 
valuable  propert)',  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
wealthy  citizens  of  the  county.  In  connection 
with  his  brother  he  owns  the  Brookings  Block,  on 
Main  Street,  which  is  the  finest  business  block  in 
the  city.  lie  has  also  been  connected  with  the 
Heat,  Light  and  Power  Company  of  Du  Quoin,  but 
disposed  of  his  interest  ere  entering  upon  his 
duties  as  Mayor  of  the  city. 

On  the  17th  of  February,  1881,  Mr.  Brookings 
was  united  in  marriage  with  !Miss  Cornelia  Dry,  of 
Du  Quoin.  Ten  years  later  she  was  called  to  her 
final  rest,  departing  this  life  March  20,  1891.  In 
1893  Mr.  Brookings  was  elected  Mayor  of  Du 
Quoin,  and  is  proving  one  of  the  best  and  most 
popular  mayors  in  the  state,  ever  watchful  of  the 
city's  interest  and  anxious  to  promote  its  best  en- 
terprises. With  the  same  fidelity  he  also  served  as 
Alderman  for  two  terras.  He  is  a  man  of  generous 
and  kindly  impulses,  liberal  to  a  fault,  and  is  re- 
garded as  a  whole-souled, broad-gauged  gentleman, 
who  by  an  honorable,  straightforward  career  has 
won  the  confidence  and  warm  regard  of  all  with 
whom  business  or  social  relations  have  brought 
him   in  contact. 


-^>+<— - 


SJ_,^ON.  WILLIAM  REH),  who  for  thirty  years 
?\V  has  been  Police  Magistrate  of  Du  Quoin, 
and  is  one  of  its  infiuential  and  representa- 
tive citizens,  was  born  within  six  miles  of 
his  present  home,  on  the  14th  of  August,  1826. 
He  was  one  of  a  family  of  two  sons  and  three 
daughters,  but  is  now  the  only  survivor.  His  fa- 
ther, John  Reid,  was  a  Virginian  by  birth,  and  on 
leaving  the  Old  Dominion  removed  to  Kentucky, 
whence  he  came  to  Illinois,  before  its  admission 
into  the  Union. 

The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  born  in  Ire- 
laud    and    became    quite    prominent.     John  Reid 
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was  also  one  of  the  leading  men  of  southern  Illi- 
nois during  the  early  days.  He  served  as  County 
Commissioner,  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  held  other 
local  offices.  He  was  a  man  of  considerable  force 
of  character,  honorable  and  upright,  and  was  highly 
respected  by  all.  The  year  1846  he  spent  in 
Iowa,  but  after  a  few  months  returned  to  Illinois, 
where  he  died  May  10,  1860.  His  only  brother, 
William  Reid,  was  a  leading  and  well  known 
Methodist  preacher.  The  mother  of  'Squire  Reid 
was  in  her  maidenhood  Susan  Washburn.  She  was 
born  in  Georgia,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Paul 
Washburn,  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Kaskaskia,  111.  She 
had  two  brothers,  .John  Washburn,  who  served  in 
the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  Noah,  who  was  a  soldier 
in  the  late  war.  Her  parents  came  to  Illinois 
when  she  was  only  four  years  of  age.  The  moth- 
er's death  occurred  in  Du  Quoin  in  1868. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  William 
Reid  spent  his  boyhood  days.  He  acquired  his 
education  in  the  old-time  log  school  house  of  the 
frontier.  When  he  had  attained  to  man's  estate, 
he  began  dealing  in  stock,  and  became  one  of  the 
most  extensive  stock  dealers  in  the  southern  part 
of  this  state,  but  his  health  failed  him,  and  he  was 
forced  to  lay  aside  business  cares.  Since  that  time 
his  attention  has  been  given  to  his  official  duties. 
In  1850  Mr.  Reid  married  Miss  Artemisia  Estes, 
a  native  of  Franklin  County,  111.,  where  her  parents 
were  early  settlers.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reid  were 
born  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  grew  to  mature 
years,  while  eight  are  yet  living.  John  died  in 
infancy.  Isham  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and 
Hiram  died  of  small-pox  at  the  age  of  twenty-one. 
Lurinda  is  the  wife  of  Corydon  McElvain,  of  Du 
Quoin.  Mary  A.  is  the  wife  of  P.  J.  Saunders, 
who  won  notoriety  by  shooting  the  train  robbers 
on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  near  Centralia, for 
which  act  of  bravery  the  railroad  company  pre- 
sented him  with  a  gold  medal,  properly  inscribed, 
*and  a  block  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  stock. 
William  F.  resides  in  Du  Quoin.  Letitia  J.  is  the 
wife  of  N.  A.  Graig,  of  Tuscola,  111.  Asenath  A. 
is  the  wife  of  H.  C.  Jones,  a  conductor  on  an  ele- 
vated railroad  in  Chicago.  Nellie  is  living  with 
her  parents.  George  W.  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Northern  Normal  School,  and  is  an  able  and  pop- 


ular educator,  now  teaching  in  Shawneetown,  111. 
Silas  H.  is  a  graduate  of  the  State  Normal  School 
of  Bloomington,  and  is  now  a  very  able  young  at- 
tornej'  of  Du  Quoin. 

While  living  on  his  father's  farm,  Mr.  Reid 
served  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  several  years, 
and  was  Police  Judge.  Since  the  city  was  first  or- 
ganized he  has  also  been  overseer  of  the  poor,  and 
has  been  United  States  Commissioner  for  the  past 
twelve  years.  His  rulings  in  court  are  always 
fair,  and  when  he  makes  a  decision  it  is  usually 
sustained  by  the  higher  courts.  All  respect  liim 
for  his  plain,  honest  way  of  doing  business  and 
the  honorable,  upright  life  he  has  led.  Both  he 
and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  are  numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of  Du 
Quoin  and  Perry  County,  where  for  many  years 
they  have  made  their  home. 


+= 


=-f 


JOSEPH  ISMERT,  Superintendent  of  the 
Pinckneyville  ISIilling  Companj-,  was  born 
on  the  French  frontier,  September  26,  1853. 
His  father,  John  Ismert,  was  a  miller  by 
trade,  and  accompanied  by  three  brothers,  he  left 
his  native  land  and  sailed  for  America.  He  made 
a  location  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  for  some  time 
he  engaged  in  the  operation  of  a  sawmill,  but 
later  returned  to  France,  where  his  death  occurred 
in   1889. 

Mr.  Ismert  of  this  sketoh  is  one  of  four  brothers, 
of  whom  John  is  one  of  the  extensive  stockholders 
of  the  Pinckneyville  Milling  Company,  and  is 
manager  of  the  works.  Our  subject,  wlio  is  the 
youngest,  was  educated  in  his  native  land,  and 
after  coming  to  this  country  learned  the  miller's 
trade  under  his  eldest  brother,  John.  At  the  age 
of  eighteen  he  bade  adieu  to  his  old  home  and 
friends  and  crossed  the  briny  deep  to  the  New 
World,  having  determined  to  seek  a  home  and  for- 
tune in  America.  For  five  j'ears  after  his  arrival 
he  was  employed  in  a  mill  in  Kansas  City,  Kan., 
and  after  leaving  that  place  was  employed  in  dif- 
ferent mills  in  various  towns.  He  spent  six  j'ears 
as  a  miller  in  Freeport,  111.,  and  in  1889,  in  com- 
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pany  with  his  brother  John,  he  purchased  stock  in 
the  mill  at  Pinckneyville.  Soon  afterward  be  was 
elected  Superintendent,  wliich  position  he  is  now 
filling  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  The 
mill  has  a  capacity  of  four  hundred  barrels  of  flour 
per  day,  is  supplied  with  the  latest  improved  ma- 
cliinery  and  is  complete  in  all  its  appointments. 

On  the  30th  of  July.  1882,  Mr.  Ismert  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Maggie  Vogel.  This 
most  estimable  lady  is  a  native  of  St.  Louis.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren, four  sons  and  a  daughter,  namely:  Joseph 
H.,  Leo  M..  Albert  R.,  C.  R.  and  Maud  G.  They 
are  still  under  the  parental  roof.  The  Ismert 
household  is  the  abode  of  hospitality  and  good 
cheer,  and  the  many  friends  of  the  family  are  al- 
ways sure  to  tliere  receive  a  hearty  welcome. 

Mr.  Ismert  takes  some  interest  in  civic  societies, 
and  holds  membership  both  with  the  Odd  Fellows' 
lodge  and  the  Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  In 
connection  with  his  business  in  this  country',  he 
also  owns  an  interest  in  the  estate  in  France, 
which  was  left  in'  his  fatlier,  who  was  a  very 
wealthy  man.  Mr.  Ismert 's  life  is  characterized  by 
industr}'  and  enterprise,  and  his  well  directed  ef- 
forts have  won  him  success  in  his  undertakings. 


\l ^     R.  SCHULZE,  a  member  of  the  lumber  firm 

**  of  J.  H.  Schulze  &  Co.,  of  Pinckneyville, 
is  a  native  of  the  neighboring  state  of 
Missouri.  He  was  born  in  Jackson,  on  the 
8th  of  February,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of  the  late 
Rev.  J.  H.  Schulze.  Ills  father  was  a  German  by 
birth  and  came  to  this  country  when  a  young 
man,  landing  in  New  Orleans,  whence  he  made  his 
waj'  to  Cliester,  111.  He  became  a  minister  of  the 
German  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  as  such 
was  stationed  at  Jackson,  Mo.,  where  our  subject 
was  born.  He  afterwards  preached  at  various 
|)laces  in  Illinois,  including  ^'andalia,  Red  Hud 
and  Nashville.  In  1865  he  came  to  Pinckney- 
ville, where  for  three  years  he  engaged  in  minis- 
terial work,  and  also  carried  on  a  saw  and  grist 
mill.  After  three  years  he  retired  from  the  min- 
istry' and  devoted  the  remainder  of  his    days  to 


business  pursuits.  In  1872  he  built  the  large  flour- 
ing mill  now  owned  by  the  Pinckneyville  Milling 
Companj',  but  in  that  enterprise  met  with  heavy 
losses.  He  w.is  also  interested  in  coal  mining. 
Later  in  life  he  recovered  his  lost  possessions,  be- 
coming a  wealthy  man.  His  death  occurred  Au- 
gust 20,  1893.  He  was  a  prominent  and  progress- 
ive citizen,  a  good  business  man,  and  lived  an 
honorable,  upright  life,  well  worthy  of  emulation. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Fredericka  Miller,  who 
was  also  a  native  of  (>ermany.  She  is  still  living, 
and  is  interested  with  her  son  in  business. 

Mr.  Schulze  of  this  sketch  was  the  third  in  or- 
der of  birth  in  a  family  of  four  children  who 
grew  to  mature  years.  The  eldest,  George,  went 
away  from  home  in  1878,  and  has  never  been 
heard  from  since  that  lime.  Rosa  is  the  wife  of 
Rev.  Philip  Skaer,  a  Methodist  Episcopal  preacher, 
living  on  a  farm  near  Nokomis,  III.  Cora  Is  the 
wife  of  William  Harris,  a  farmer  residing  near 
Du  Quoin. 

In  the  public  schools  of  Pincknej'ville  H.  R. 
Schulze  acquired  his  early  education,  which  was 
supplemented  by  a  course  of  study  in  the  Central 
Weslej'an  College  of  Warrenton,  Mo.  At  the  age 
of  nineteen  he  became  associated  with  his  fatlier 
in  business,  and  continued  as  his  partner  until  his 
father's  death.  For  a  few  3-ears  previous  to  that 
time  he  had  the  entire  care  and  management  of 
the  business,  for  Mr.  Schulze,  Sr.,  was  in  poor 
health,  and  the  entire  responsibility  rested  upon 
the  son. 

In  Ma}',  1887,  our  subject  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Catherine,  daughter  of  P.  Gruner 
a  wealth}'  hardware  merchant  of  Pinckneyville. 
By  the  union  of  the  young  couple  have  been  born 
three  interesting  children.  The  parents  are 
highly  respected  people  of  this  comnuinity,  where 
the}'  have  many  warm  friends  and  agreeable  ac- 
quaintances. 

Mr.  Schulze  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Republican  party.  He  and  his 
wife  are  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
l)al  Church,  in  which  he  serves  as  Trustee,  and 
they  take  an  active  interest  in  church  and  be- 
nevolent work.  He  is  also  connected  with  the 
building  and    loan    association  of  Pinckneyville, 
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and  has  extensive  lumber  interests.  His  trade 
along  that  line  is  constantly'  increasing,  and  a 
good  business  already  yields  him  a  handsome  in- 
come, which  is  well  deserved. 


rip^T/RED  LE  PERE,  who  resides  on  section  16, 
l-Wg"  Ora  Township,  .Jackson  Count}',  has  the 
^  honor  of  being  a  native  of  St.  Clair  Coun- 
ty, 111.,  his  birth  having  occurred  October  24,  1853. 
The  family  is  of  German  origin.  His  father,  George 
J.  Le  Pere,  was  born  in  Germany  in  1818,  and  when 
a  young  man  of  eighteen,  emigrated  to  America. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  and  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  through  life.  He  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  he  had  attained  his  majority.  Soon  af- 
terward he  was  married  in  St.  Clair  Count}'  to  Miss 
Wagner,  who  died  leaving  a  daughter,  Sophia,  now 
the  wife  of  George  Weigand,  of  Georgetown,  St. 
Clair  County,  111. 

In  1847  Mr.  Le  Pere  married  Maria  E.  Bertner, 
and  of  their  children  we  note  the  following:  Mar- 
garet, who  was  horn  August  26,  1848,  married 
William  Schuchardt,  by  whom  she  had  a  daughter, 
Catherine;  after  the  death  of  her  first  husband  she 
married  Fred  Zoller,  and  with  their  three  children, 
Lizzie,  Michael  and  AVilliam,  they  reside  on  Four 
Mile  Prairie,  in  Perry  County;  Louisa,  born  No- 
vember 26,  1850,  is  the  wife  of  Andrew  Rosenber- 
ger,  by  whom  she  had  seven  children:  Andrew, 
John,  Louisa,  Lena,  August,  Lizzie  and  Jacob; 
Fred  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Catiierine,  born 
October  23,  1856,  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Heisner,  of 
Pulaski  County,  111.;  Mary,  born  April  11,  1858, 
is  the  wife  of  Charles  Heisner,  of  Perr\'  County, 
by  whom  she  has  four  children ;  Lizzie,  born  No- 
vember 12,  1861,  is  the  wife  of  Howard  Weather- 
ford,  of  Perr}'  County,  by  whom  she  has  five  chil- 
dren; Caroline,  born  July  23,  1860,  is  the  wife  of 
John  Schwartzcope,and  with  their  two  children  they 
reside  in  Perry  Count}';  George,  born  March  11, 
1865,  married  Caroline  Troop,  and  with  his  wife 
and  son,  Edgar,  resides  in  Jackson  County;  Peter, 
born  February  27,  1867,  is  living  in  Denver,  Colo. 
The  father  of  this  family  was  a  member  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  died    in    St.  Clair  County 


August  10,  1866.  His  wife  was  born  in  Germany, 
and  when  six  years  of  age  emigrated  with  her  par- 
ents to  St.  Clair  County,  where  she  received  a  good 
education  in  the  English  and  German  languages. 
She  united  with  the  church  at  an  early  age  and 
continued  a  consistent  member  throughout  life. 
At  her  husband's  death  she  was  left  with  a  large 
family  of  small  cliildren  and  with  only  limited 
means,  but  in  a  true  Christian  spirit  she  took  up 
her  life  work  and  nobly  and  successfully  accom- 
plished her  purpose.  She  removed  to  the  farm 
now  occupied  by  our  subject  and  there  reared  her 
children.  She  also  gave  a  home  to  two  children 
of  her  deceased  sister  and  to  her  aged  mother  and 
brother,  making  their  last  days  happy  and  com- 
fortable. The  poor  and  needy  ever  found  in  her 
a  friend,  .and  a  life  of  unselfish  devotion  to  others 
won  her  the  love  of  all  who  knew  her.  She  passed 
away  February  6,  1876,  and  her  loss  was  deeply 
mourned. 

Mr.  Le  Pere  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his 
mother  and  aided  her  in  all  possible  ways  until  she 
was  called  to  the  home  beyond.  He  then  purchased 
the  interest  of  the  other  heirs  in  the  farm  which 
he  now  owns.  Here  he  has  made  a  pleasant  and 
comfortable  home,  well  improved  in  every  respect. 
His  early  years  were  passed  in  hard  work,  but  he 
is  now  surrounded  by  a  comfortable  competence  as 
the  result  of  his  own  efforts. 

On  the  28th  of  October,  1877,  Mr.  Le  Pere 
wedded  Mary  E.  Williamson,  daughter  of  Henry 
E.  and  Ann  E.  Williamson.  Her  father  was  born 
in  Perry  County,  111.,  October  9,  1832,  and  was 
married  November  9,  1854,  to  Ann  Bartlett,  who 
was  born  in  New  York,  October  3,  1838,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  John  Bartlett,  who  is  still  living  in 
Levan  Township,  Jackson  County,  at  the  advanced 
age  of  ninety-four.  When  young,  his  father  re- 
moved with  his  wife  to  where  he  now  lives,  and 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williamson  spent  their  married  lives 
upon  a  farm  adjoining  that  of  our  subject.  They 
had  three  children:  John  B.,  born  September  8, 
1855;  Mary  E.,  born  September  23,  1858;  and  one 
who  died  in  infancy.  Henry  E.  Williamson  was 
for  three  years  and  fifteen  days  a  soldier  in  the 
Union  army  in  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  enlisting 
in  the  Eighteenth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  saw  severe 
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service,  and  his  health  was  permanently  impaired 
during  that  time. 

Unto  'Mv.  and  Mrs.  Le  Pore  were  born  four  chil- 
dren: Laura  A.,  born  August  17,  1878;  Willie 
E.,  March  24,  1880;  John  R,  January  29,1884; 
and  Bertha  K.,  November  16,  1886.  Mr.  Le  Pere 
.seems  to  have  inherited  his  mother's  energy  and 
industry  and  emul.ates  her  generosity  and  kind- 
ness, lie  is  a  prominent  nicmher  of  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' society  of  Ava.  Ills  father  was  an  old  line 
Whig,  a  warm  admirer  of  Henr}-  Clay, and  on  the 
organization  of  the  Republican  party  ho  joined  its 
ranks.  Oiu'  Subject  is  also  an  earnest  supporter  of 
its  principles,  having  been  an  active  member  of  the 
parly  since  attaining  his  majority.  He  li.as  labored 
constantly  for  its  success  and  has  long  served  on 
the  Central  Committee.  For  some  years  he  has 
held  the  ollice  of  School  Director  in  his  district, 
proving  a  warm  friend  to  the  cause  of  education. 


<)C-H"H"H"i"i"H'»-»^'i"i"i-i'-i"i"5"8"i"3"»»X> 

B.  MINTON,  master  mechanic  of  the 
Jlobile  &  Ohio  Railroad  at  jMiirphysboro, 
claims  Virginia  as  the  state  of  his  nativ- 
ity. He  was  born  near  Max  Meadows, 
Wythe  County,  October  12,  1852,  and  is  a  son  of 
E.  H.  and  Mary  (Riclie}-)  Minton.  The  grandpar- 
ents on  both  sides  were  natives  of  Virginia.  The 
Mintons  were  C)f  English  descent.  Tiie  maternal 
grandfather,  E.  B.  Richej',  was  a  farmer  of  Vir- 
ginia, served  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in 
1856. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  the 
Buckeye  .State,  and  after  his  marriage  located  in 
Wvthe  County,  Va.  Later  he  removed  to  Charles- 
ton, Tenn.,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  and  gen- 
eral merchandising,  continuing  that  business  until 
the  latter  part  of  1860.  He  then  started  for  Indi- 
ana, in  order  to  bring  his  old  mother  back  to  his 
home,  but  he  never  returned,  for  death  overtook 
him,  and  he  passed  away  in  the  Hoosier  .State  Feb- 
ruary 12,  1861.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  his  wife  belonged  to  the  Bap- 
tistChurch.  She  died  in  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  January 
4,  1889,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven. 

Our  subject  is  their  only  child.     lie  was  reared 
24 


in  Tennessee  from  the  age  of  six  years,  and  was 
principally  educated  in  private  schools.  In  1867 
he  entered  the  machine  shops  of  the  East  Tennes- 
see, Virginia  &  Georgia  Railroad  Company  at 
Knoxville,  where  he  served  a  three  years'  appren- 
ticeship, continuing  there  until  1875.  In  1870 
he  was  made  fireman,  and  after  eighteen  months 
became  engineer,  running  between  Bristol,  Va.,  and 
Chattanooga,  Tenn.  In  1875  he  went  to  Jackson, 
Tenn.,  and  became  foreman  c<f  the  roundhouse  and 
shops  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad,  remaining 
there  until  1890. 

In  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  February  2,  1875,  Mr. 
Minton  married  Miss  Mary  McNeil}',  who  was 
born  and  reared  in  that  state.  They  have  two 
children,  Robert  and  Edward.  .So(;ially,  he  is  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  fraternity  as  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Ancient 
Order  of  United  Workmen  and  tlie  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America.  In  politics  he  is  a  supporter  of 
the  Democracy. 

While  in  Jackson,  Tenn.,  Mr.  Minton  was  a 
member  of  the  Brotherhood  of  Locomotive  En- 
gineers, and  was  Chief  of  the  local  department. 
He  was  also  interested  in  real  estate  and  in  the 
building  and  loan  association.  In  1889  Mr. 
Clark,  who  was  President  of  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad,  became  President  of  the  Mobile  ife  Ohio, 
and  by  him  Mr.  Minton  was  solicited  to  become 
master  mechanic  of  the  St.  Louis  Division.  He 
accepted,  and  in  consequence  came  to  Murphys- 
boro.  He  has  the  entire  charge  of  the  mechan- 
ical department  of  this  division,  with  about  two 
hundred  and  fifty  employes  under  him,  includ- 
ing seventy-five  men  in  the  car-shops.  There  is 
also  a  roundhouse  with  ton  stalls.  His  division 
of  the  road  is  from  St.  Louis  to  Cairo,  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  miles. 

Mv.  Jlinton  was  one  of  the  organizers  and 
builders  of  the  Murphysboro  Street  Railway,  and 
is  DOW  one  of  its  Directors  and  its  Secretary.  He 
aided  in  organizing  the  City  National  Bank,  and 
is  also  one  of  its  Directors.  In  1893  he  was  elected 
Alderman  from  the  Third  Ward  on  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  is  Chairman  of  the  finance  committee. 
He  is  a  skilled  and  practical  mechanic  and  en- 
gineer, and  his  excellent   business   and  executive 
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ability  has  won  him  his  present  important  posi- 
tion, which  he  is  filling  with  great  credit.  He  is 
an  accommodating  and  genial  gentleman,  and  Mur- 
physboro  numbers  him  among  her  best  citizens. 


R.  n.  P.  HUNTSINGER  is  the  leading 
)j)  physician  and  surgeon  of  Pinckneyville, 
(^3^  and  his  reputation  is  not  confined  alone 
to  this  place,  for  he  is  widelj'  and  favor- 
ably known  throughout  the  county.  He  was  born 
near  Niles,  Mich.,  January  3,  1845,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  Huntsinger,  who  was  born  in  Greenville, 
Darke  County,  Ohio.  The  grandfather,  Henry 
Huntsinger,  was  a  native  of  South  Carolina,  and 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  In  early  life  he  went 
to  Dai'ke  Count3',  Ohio,  and  subsequently  to  Mich- 
igan. The  founder  of  the  family  in  America 
was  Enoch  Huntsinger,  a  native  of  Germany,  who 
crossed  the  Atlantic  prior  to  the  Revolution  and 
located  in  South  Carolina,  where  atone  time  he  was 
an  extensive  slave-holder.  He  lived  to  be  more 
than  one  hundred  jears  old,  and  died  near  Niles, 
Mich. 

The  Doctor's  father  was  also  an  agriculturist.  He 
had  several  brothers  who  served  in  the  late  war, 
and  all  were  well-to-do  farmers.  In  1857  he  came 
with  his  father's  family  to  Illinois,  locating  near 
Greenville,  Bond  County,  where  his  father  died  in 
1875.  He  had  married  Kittie  Pettit,  who  was  born 
near  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Amos  Pettit,  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
an  attorney  of  considerable  note,  who  died  in 
Ohio.  He  had  several  brothers  who  were  promi 
nent  in  the  political  world.  His  sons,  Henry  and 
Aihos,  were  attorneys,  and  removed  to  Iowa,  where 
the  former  became  quite  prominent  in  politics, 
serving  several  terms  in  the  Iowa  Legislature. 
Mrs.  Huntsinger  died  in  Greenville  in  1864.  The 
Doctor  was  the  fourth  in  her  familj'  of  seven  chil- 
dren. His  brother  Benjamin  F.  was  a  soldier  of 
the  late  war,  who  served  in  the  rank  of  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  is  now  a  leading  and  prosperous 
farmer  of  Peoria  County,  111.;  John  C.  is  engaged 
in  railroading  in  Hot  Springs,  Ark.;  Charles  A.  is 
a  railroad  man  of  St.  Louis;  Francis  B.  is  connected 


with  the  railroads  and  makes  his  home  in  Pine 
Bluff,  Ark.;  Marj'  E.  is  the  wife  of  F.  R.  Jones,  of 
St.  Louis;  Martha  A.  is  the  wife  of  Judge  Richard 
Bran,  of  Mound  Cit3',  Kan.,  who  was  First  Lieu- 
tenant in  the  late  war,  and  has  been  Countj'  Judge 
for  many  years  in  Kansas. 

Our  subject  was  a  youth  of  twelve  years  when 
his  parents  removed  to  Bond  County,  111.,  where 
lie  was  reared  upon  the  home  farm,  receiving  such 
educational  privileges  as  the  common  schools  of 
the  neighborhood  afforded.  He  was  a  youth  of 
onl3'  sixteen  when  the  Civil  War  broke  out,  but  at 
the  first  call  for  volunteers  he  tendered  his  ser- 
vices, and  in  Jul}',  1861,  was  enrolled  as  a  member 
of  Company  C,  Twenty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry. 
He  participated  in  many  important  engagements, 
including  the  siege  of  Island  No.  10,  New  JIadrid, 
Corinth,  luka,  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Mission  Ridge, 
New  Hope  Church,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta, 
and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  triumphal  ii.arcli  to 
the  sea.  He  was  also  in  the  last  hard  fought  bat- 
tle of  Bentonville,  and  at  the  battle  of  Dallas,  Ga., 
he  received  a  sabre  wound.  He  was  taken  pris- 
oner, but  was  left  on  the  field  for  dead  until 
after  the  Union  troops  had  regained  the  ground, 
when  he  was  sent  to  the  hospital.  A  few  weeks 
later  he  was  again  able  to  take  his  place  in  the 
ranks,  and  was  promoted  to  Sergeant  and  Second 
Lieutenant  for  meritorious  conduct  on  the  field  of 
battle.  His  term  of  service  having  expired,  he 
veteranized  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
or  for  a  period  of  more  than  four  years.  During 
that  time  he  was  never  absent  from  his  regiment, 
save  when  confined  in  the  hospital  by  his  wound. 
After  participating  in  the  Grand  Review  at  Wash- 
ington, the  most  brilliant  niilitarv  pageant  ever 
seen  in  the  New  World,  he  was  sent  to  Louisville, 
K}".,  where  he  was  discharged  in  August,  1865. 

Returning  to  his  home,  the  Doctor  engaged  in 
clerking  for  a  time  and  then  spent  two  j'ears  in 
school  in  Jacksonville.  Later  he  took  up  the 
study  of  medicine,  and  was  graduated  from  Rush 
Medical  College  of  Chicago  in  1875,  after  which 
he  practiced  for  four  years  in  the  West  Side  Free 
Dispensary  of  that  city.  In  the  spring  of  1879  he 
came  to  Pinckne^-ville,  and  during  the  period 
which  has  since  elap.sed  he  has  built  up  one  of  the 
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largest  practices  in  southern  Illrnois,  and  has  won 
n  rei)utation  of  which  he  may  be  justly  proud. 

In  Kebruar_v,  1883,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
of  tiie  Doctor  and  Miss  M.  E.  Baird,  daughter  of 
A.  P.  Baird,  a  prominent  farmer  of  this  locality. 
She  is  a  lady  of  culture  and  refinement  and  pre- 
sides with  grace  over  their  lK)Spitable  home.  The3' 
have  one  child,  Clara  D. 

Dr.  Iluntsinger  served  as  I'resident  of  the  Pen- 
sion Board  from  1888  until  1892.  He  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Republican  Central  Committee  for  six 
years,  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  advance  his 
party's  interest,  for  he  is  a  warm  advocate  of  its 
principles.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Edu- 
cation for  several  years, and  is  now  President  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Medical  Association,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  American  Medical  Association.  He  is  a 
Knight  Templar  Mason,  and  has  been  Secretary  of 
the  blue  lodge,  and  was  also  Captain  of  tlie  Hosts 
in  the  chapter.  He  is  also  a  prominent  member  of 
the  Grand  Army  post.  He  was  prominent  in  the 
organization  of  the  Pinckneyville  Electric  Light 
Company,  and  from  the  beginning  has  been  its 
Secretary.  He  owns  a  fine  farm  and  much  valua- 
ble propert}-  in  the  city,  and  is  numbered  among 
tlie  well-to-do-citizens  of  Pinckneyville.  His  ca- 
reer is  an  honorable  and  upright  one.  He  is  a 
skilled  phj'sician,  was  a  valiant  defender  of  the 
Union  during  the  late  war,  and  is  a  prominent  and 
progressive  citizen,  who  well  deserves  representa- 
tion in  the  histor>-  of  his  adopted  country. 

GEORGE  W.  COX,  M.  D.,  a  iiracticing  phy- 
;  sician  and  surgeon  of  Murphysboro,  and  a 
,^_;^  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners, 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  December  26,  1846.  Ilis 
father  was  also  born  in  that  state,  but  the  grand- 
parents came  from  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  re- 
spectively. From  Kentucky  the  father  removed  to 
Illinois  when  a  young  man,  subsequently  returning 
to  ilis  native  state.  In  1848,  however,  he  located 
permanently  in  Somerset  Township,  Jackson  Coun- 
ty, 111., where  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  he  hewed  out 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  He  was  a  successful 
farmer,  and  a  man  of  enterprise  and  industry.    lie 


is  now  living  a  retired  life  in  Murphysboro,  at  the 

age  of  seventy.  At  one  time  he  served  as  County 
Treasurer, and  was  Assessor  of  Jackson  County  for 
four  j'ears.  He  belongs  to  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  South.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Elizabeth  A.  Pool,  was  born  in  North 
Carolina,  of  English  descent,  and  when  a  maiden 
of  eight  years  went  to  Kentucky,  where  she  was 
reared.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cox  were  born  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namely:  Dr. 
George  AV.;  Viola,  wife  of  Ezekiel  Clark,  of  Mur- 
physboro; Nettie,  wife  of  Daniel  Elliott,  of  Arkan- 
sas; Belle,  wife  of  William  Phelps,  of  this  place; 
Dr.  Logan  Cox,  who  is  a  practicing , physician  of 
Kansas;  and  Hamilton,  who  is  living  in  Murphys- 
boro. 

"We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  is  so  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
this  community  that  he  needs  no  special  iniroduc- 
tiou  to  our  readers.  He  was  here  reared  upon  his 
father's  farm,  attended  the  common  schools,  later 
spent  one  year  in  the  Southern  Illinois  Normal 
University  at  Caibondale,  and  afterward  was  for 
two  years  a  student  in  Washington  Seminar3-  of 
Richview,  111.  This  completed  his  literary  edu- 
cation. He  then  embarked  in  teaching  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one,  and  for  twenty-seven  months  he 
taught  school  in  Randolph,  Jefferson  and  Wash- 
ington Counties. 

During  vacati<ms,  our  subject  studied  medicine 
under  Dr.  Downey,  of  Richview,  111.,  for  three 
years,  and  in  the  winter  of  1874-75  attended  a 
course  of  lectures  at  Rush  Medical  College,  of 
Chicago.  He  then  engaged  in  practice  for  three 
years  near  Mt.  Vernon,  111.,  after  which  he  en- 
tered the  Ohio  Medical  College,  of  Cincinnati, 
from  which  he  was  graduated  in  the  spring  of 
1878,  with  the  degree  of  M.  D.  Immediately 
afterward  he  opened  an  office  in  Murph^-sboro, 
and  continued  to  practice  until  the  fall  of  1887, 
when  he  entered  Jefferson  Medical  College,  of 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  He  was  graduated  therefrom 
the  following  spring,  having  taken  a  post-graduute 
course.  He  studied  skin  diseases  in  the  Philadel- 
phia hospital  and  was  graduated  under  Prof.  J.  V. 
Shumaker.  He  was  also  a  student  at  Bellevue 
Medical  College  and  Hospital,  New  York,  in  1892. 
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He  makes  a  specialty  of  surgery,  and  is  surgeon 
for  the  Big  Muddy  Coal  and  Iron  Company. 

In  1880  the  Doctor  married  Miss  Millie  Jones, 
by  whom  he  had  one  son,  Arthur  Cox.  Subse- 
quently in  1888.  he  was  married  in  Philadelphia, 
to  Miss  Eva  Taylor,  a  native  of  the  Empire  State. 
Mrs.  Cox  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  is  a  lady  possessed  of  many  excellencies  of 
character,  which  have  won  her  high  regard  in  this 
com  m  unit}'. 

In  1880  Dr.  Cox  was  elected  Coroner  on  the 
Democratic  ticket,  and  for  two  terms  he  was 
County  Physician.  He  belongs  to  the  Southern 
Illinois  Medigal  Association,  is  an  active  member  of 
the  State  Medical  Association,  and  holds  member- 
ship with  the  Alumni  Association  of  the  Ohio 
Medical  College.  He  has  served  as  examiner  for 
diflFerent  insurance  companies,  and  is  also  Treas- 
urer of  the  Board  of  Pension  Examiners.  The 
Doctor  has  spared  neither  [lains  nor  expense  in 
perfecting  himself  for  his  profession  and  has  justly 
won  a  high  reputation  among  his  professional 
brethren,  while  from  the  public  he  receives  a  lib- 
eral patronage.  Socially,  he  early  joined  the  Odd 
Fellows' society,  and  he  is  also  connected  with  the 
Ancient  Order  of  I'nited  Workmen. 


m^m 


11^^- 


^^^rUSTlN  NAUSLEY  is  a  prominent  and 
l^O;  well  known  farmer  residing  on  section  5. 
///  14  Elkville  Township,  Jackson  Count}^  and 
^(/  a  representative  of  one  of  the  honored 
pioneer  families  of  this  community.  Away  back 
in  the  early  days,  when  St.  Louis  was  a  trading 
post,  and  Brownsville  the  most  important  town  in 
Illinois,  Adam  Nausle}-  and  his  wife,  Frances,  par- 
ents of  our  subject,  emigrated  from  Columbus, 
Tenn.,  and  located  in  Jackson  County,  111.  The 
trip  was  made  in  1825.  On  a  flat-boat  the}'  floated 
down  the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers,  from  which 
they  disembarked  at  Bennett's  Landing,  below 
Grand  Tower.  From  that  point  they  continued 
their  journej'  and  at  length  made  a  location  be- 
tween Carbondale  and  the  Big  Muddy  River.  In- 
dians were  still  in  the  neighborhood,  and  bears 
and  wolves  were  numerous.     In  1830  they  settled 


in  Elk  Prairie,  and  later  removed  to  a  point  seven 
miles  to  the  southwest.  The  father  was  a  farmer, 
and  followed  that  occupation  throughout  his  en- 
tire life.  I'pon  their  farm  in  this  community  he 
and  his  estimable  wife  spent  their  last  days,  and  in 
their  declining  years  they  were  surrounded  bj'  all 
the  comforts  and  manj'  of  the  luxuries  of  life,  for 
their  earnest  and  untiring  efforts  had  brought  to 
them  a  most  comfortable  competence. 

Austin  Nausley  was  born  sixty-two  years  ago, 
and  is  a  tj-pical  pioneer,  a  man  of  more  than  aver- 
age intelligence  and  ability,  and  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  this  communit}'.  By  indefatigable  in- 
dustry, economy  and  perseverance,  he  has  accumu- 
lated a  valuable  property,  comprising  four  hun- 
dred acres  of  good  land  and  an  extensive  sawmill 
plant.  He  carries  forward  to  a  successful  comple- 
tion whatever  he  undertakes,  and  has  therefore 
worked  his  way  upward  to  a  position  of  affluence. 

In  1853,  Mr.  Nauslej-  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mary  S.,  daughter  of  Phili])  Glotfelty, 
a  pioneer  of  Jackson  County.  Seven  children 
were  born  of  their  marriage,  of  whom  four  are 
still  living:  Edward,  Philip,  Eliza  and  Sudie.  The 
first-named  was  born  on  the  old  homestead  in  1854, 
and  married  Miss  Sarah  A.  McGowan,  daughter  of 
Coleman  and  Catherine  McGowan.  They  have 
one  child,  Gussie  E.,  who  was  born  in  1886. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Nauslej'  are  members  of  the  Cliris- 
tian  Church,  and  are  people  whose  sterling  worth 
and  many  excellencies  of  character  have  gained 
them  the  high  regard  of  all.  The  well  spent  life 
of  our  subject  has  won  him  universal  confidence 
and  esteem, and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present 
to  our  readers  this  record  of  his  life. 


mOMAS  B.  THOMAS,  dealer  in  dry  goods, 

cloaks,  boots  and  shoes,  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing merchants  of  Murpli\shoro,  and  an  en- 
terprising and  public-spirited  citizen.  A  native 
of  Wales,  he  was  born  August  15.  1857,  and  is  a 
son  of  D.  B.  Thomas,  whose  sketch  appears  else- 
where in  this  work.  At  the  age  of  seven,  he  ac- 
companied his  father  on  his  emigration  to  Amer- 
ica, and  in  April,  1870,  he  reached    Murphysboro, 
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His  home  has  since  been  in  Jackson  County,  and 
those  who  liave  known  him  from  boyhood  are 
numbered  among  his  stanchest  friends,  a  fact 
which  indicates  a  well  spent  life.  He  was  educated 
in  tlie  public  scliools  of  Mt.  Carbon,  and  in  1874 
began  clerking  for  E.  B.  Pellet,  a  general  merchant 
of  IMurph^'sboro,  with  whom  he  continued  until 
1878.  He  was  then  in  the  employ  of  Samuel  Des- 
berger  for  six  months,  and  afterward  was  with  A. 
C.  Br3'den  &  Co.,  dealers  in  general  merchandise, 
until  1883.     In  that  year  Mr.  Bryden  failed. 

Soon  afterward  Air.  Thomas,  in  connection  with 
Messrs.  Chapman  and  Kent,  purchased  Mr.  Bryden 's 
stock  and  carried  on  the  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  W.  C.  Kent  &  Co.,  until  the  spring  of 
1886,  when  Mr.  Thomas  retired  and  entered  into 
partnership  with  W.  P.  Hubble.  They  purchased 
a  new  stock  of  dry  goods  and  boots  and  shoes  and 
opened  a  store  in  the  Kenned}'  Block,  where  they 
continued  until  1887,  when  the}'  lemoved  to  the 
present  location.  The  following  year  our  subject 
bought  out  his  partner  and  has  since  been  alone  in 
business.  He  enjoys  a  most  excellent  trade,  and 
his  enterprise  and  industr\'  have  made  him  one  of 
the  leading  merchants  of  Murph^'sboro. 

In  1882,  Mr.  Thomas  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mariah  Kane,  a  native  of  Missouri,  and 
a  sister  of  John  R.  Kane,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  Their  union  was  blessed 
with  eight  children,  of  whom  five  are  living: 
Leonard,  Aritus,  Willis,  Thomas  B.  and  May. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Thomas  and  Mr.  Chapman  pur- 
chased one  hundred  and  forty  acres  of  land  at 
Vergennes  Station,  and  from  it  secured  enough 
timber  to  p.iy  for  the  property.  Then  prospecting, 
they  found  upon  it  a  four  and  a-half  foot  vein  of 
coal,  and  sold  the  place  for  >!25  per  acre,  thus  realiz- 
ing considerable  profit.  In  1892,  our  subject  built 
the  Thomas  Block,  4.5x75  feet,  on  Broad  .Street. 
His  store  at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  square  is 
44x50  feet.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of 
the  City  ^I'ational  Bank,  and  a  member  of  the  first 
Board  of  Directors.  He  has  since  resigned  that 
position,  however,  but  is  yet  a  stockholder.  He 
was  an  organizer  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Building 
and  Loan  Association,  and  has  been  its  Treasurer 
from    the    beginning.     He  is  connected  with  the 


Cripple  Revenge  Threshing  Company,  and  is  its 
Treasurer  and  Director.  Whatever  he  undertakes 
he  carries  forward  to  a  successful  completion,  and 
hence  his  business  career  has  been  a  prosperous 
one.  He  is  now  the  possessor  of  a  handsome  com- 
petence, and  in  his  various  enterprises  he  has  aided 
materially  in  the  advancement  of  the  city's  inter- 
est. He  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows'  societ}'  of 
Mt.  Carbon,  and  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Democracy. 


ellARLES  C.  HUTHMACIIER,  one  of  the 
self-made  men  of  Murphysboro,  who  is  now 
serving  as  Sheriff  of  Jackson  County,  was 
born  in  Marion  County,  111.,  December  25,  1859. 
He  is  a  son  of  Charles  F.  Huthmacher,  a  native  of 
Baden  Baden,  German}',  and  a  shoemaker  'oy  trade, 
who  came  to  America  when  a  young  man.  He  lo- 
cated in  Ohio,  and  thence  removed  to  Central 
Cit}',  111.,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade.  After- 
wards he  followed  the  same  pursuit  in  Sandoval, 
111.,  and  carried  on  a  hotel.  He  married  Josephine 
Lienert,  a  native  of  Canton  Zurich,  Switzerland, 
who  came  with  her  mother  to  America,  and  located 
in  the  Buckeye  State.  In  March,  18G9,  Mr.  Huth- 
macher removed  to  Grand  Tower,  built  a  hotel 
and  purchased  a  farm.  His  death  there  occurred 
in  September,  1875,  when  only  forty-one  years  of 
age.  He  then  served  as  Supervisor  and  Alder- 
man, and  was  a  supporter  of  the  Democratic  party. 
His  widow  is  yet  living  in  .Murphyshoro. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  of  seven  children,  all 
of  whom  are  yet  living.  At  the  age  of  ten  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  (irand  Tower,  and  at- 
tended its  public  schools.  His  father  was  carrying 
on  a  meat  market  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1875. 
Charles  assumed  its  management,  carrying  on  busi- 
ness along  that  line  for  about  six  years.  He  then 
sold  out,  and  in  connection  with  his  brother 
August  purchased  an  improved  farm  of  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty-nine  acres,  a  mile  south  of  Grand 
Tower  which  they  o|)erated  until  1890,  placing  it 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 

Mr.  Huthmacher  was  married  in  Grand  Tower 
in  September,  1889,  the   lad}-  of   his  choice  being 
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Miss  Emma  Schulze,  a  native  of  Chicago,  and  a 
daughter  of  C.  Scbulze,  a  merchant  of  Grand 
Tower.  The}-  have  three  cliiklren,  Mabel,  Ralph 
and  George.  Since  1890,  they  have  resided  in 
Murphysboro,  for  in  that  year  Mr.  Iluthraacher 
was  nominated  and  elected  County  Sheriff,  and  in 
December  took  the  oath  of  office  and  entered 
upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties.  In  November, 
1893,  he  went  to  California  to  capture  the  mur- 
derer, Miller,  whom  he  brought  from  Stockton  to 
this  place.  While  in  Grand  Tower,  our  subject 
served  as  City  Treasurer  for  two  years,  and  was 
also  a  member  of  the  School  Board. 

Socially,  Mr.  Huthmacher  is  connected  with  La- 
Fayette  Lodge  No.  657,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which 
he  is  Past  Mastei',  and  served  as  representative  to 
the  Grand  Lodge.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias.  In  politics  he  is  a  prominent 
Democrat,  was  a  member  of  the  County  Demo- 
cratic Central  Committee,  and  in  1892  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Democratic  Committee. 
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„..,  R.  SILVEY,  M.  D.,  is  a  practicing  phjsi- 
(@5LJi  cian  and  surgeon  of  Murphysboro,  who  is 
rapidl}'  winning  a  ijrominent  place  in  his 
profession.  lie  has  the  honor  of  being  a 
native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having  occurred  near 
Xenia,  August  26,  1858.  His  father,  G.  W.  Silvey, 
was  born  in  Greene  County,  Pa.,  and  the  grand- 
father, Fred  Silvey,  was  a  native  of  German j',  but 
he  became  a  Pennsylvania  farmer,  and  spent  his 
last  daj's  in  the  Keystone  Stale.  The  father  was 
reared  as  a  farmer  and  cooper.  In  Pennsylvania 
he  married  Melissa,  daughter  of  Isaac  Ross,  a  black- 
smith, of  that  state,  where  she  was  born  and 
reared.  With  his  family,  G.  W.  Silvey  emigrated 
to  Wayne  County,  111.,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  of  coopering  and  bought  and  improved  a 
farm,  becoming  a  successful  agriculturist.  During 
the  gold  excitement  he  went  to  Pike's  Peak,  and 
spent  six  years  near  Denver  and  Silver  City.  He 
then  returned  to  his  farm,  but  of  late  years  he  has 


been  living  with  his  children,  as  does  his  wife. 
They  had  eight  children,  seven  of  whom  grew  to 
mature  years,  while  six  yet  abide.  Mr.  Silvey  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  religious  belief  is  a 
Baptist. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  our  subject 
was  reared.  He  attended  the  common  schools  un- 
til eighteen  years  of  age,  when  he  entered  Hamil- 
ton College  at  McLeansboro,  111.,  there  spending 
three  terms.  He  then  took  up  the  study  of  law 
under  Lewis  Edwards,  but  did  not  find  it  to  his 
taste,  and  so  abandoned  it.  He  next  engaged  in 
teaching  school  for  two  terms  in  Hamilton  Coun- 
ty, and  in  1880  went  to  Texas,  teaching  school  in 
San  Antonio  and  Ennis.  He  traveled  all  over  that 
state,  and  on  the  return  trip  hunted  through  north- 
ern Texas.  In  1883,  we  again  find  him  in  Xenia, 
but  the  same  year  he  removed  to  Pomona,  111., 
where  he  purchased  a  shop  and  carried  on  black- 
smithing  and  wagon-making  for  about  two  years 
through  the  summer  months,  while  in  the  winter 
he  taught  school. 

In  the  meantime  the  Doctor  took  up  the  study 
of  medicine  with  A.M.  Lee,  M.  D.,  and  for  several 
years  practiced  with  his  preceptor,  and  also  car- 
ried on  a  drug  store  owned  by  Mr.  Lee.  In  1887, 
he  entered  the  College  of  Ph3'sicians  and  Surgeons 
in  St.  Louis,  and  was  graduated  in  1889,  with  the 
degree  of  M.  D.  He  embarked  in  practice  in  Po- 
mona, where  he  did  a  good  business  until  the  spring 
of  1892,  the  time  of  his  removal  to  Murphysboro. 
He  now  has  a  fine  citj',  country  and  office  practice, 
for  his  skill  and  abilit}'  are  recognized,  and  a  lib- 
eral patronage  now  rewards  him. 

The  Doctor  holds  membership  with  the  Odd 
Fellows'  lodge  of  Mt.  Carbon,  has  filled  the  various 
chairs,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Forresters.  He 
likewise  belongs  to  the  Southern  Illinois  Medical 
Association.  Since  twenty-two  years  of  age  he 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  He  is 
a  prominent  worker  in  church  and  Sunday-school, 
and  is  now  serving  as  Deacon.  Turning  from  the 
public  to  the  private  life  of  the  Doctor,  we  notice 
a  household  of  four  members.  He  was  married 
April  14,  1887,  in  Pomona  Township,  to  Miss 
Laura  E.,  daughter  of  H.  H.  Etherton,  a  prominent 
farmer  of  Jackson  County.     The  lady  was  born  in 
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the  county,  and  was  educated  in  Carbondale.  Two 
living  children  grace  their  union,  Ira  G.  and 
Verah  M.  Algia  H.,  the  second  in  order  of  birth, 
died  at  the  age  of  about  two  3'ears. 


,OBERT  W.  S.  WIIKATLEY,  the  leading 
^  lawyer  of  Du  (Juoin,  is  attorney  for  the  St. 
\\\  Louis,  Alton  it  Terre  Haute  Railroad  Coin- 
^@pany,  and  is  ex-Graud  Master  of  the  Odd 
Fellows  of  the  state.  He  has  the  honor  of  being  a 
native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having  occurred  in  St. 
Clair  County-,  August  19, 1850.  His  father,  Warren 
Wheatley,  was  born  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio, 
in  1828,  and  ihe  grandfather,  Mordecai  AVheatley, 
was  one  of  Ihe  pioneers  of  the  Buckeye  State.  He 
was  a  blacksmith  and  wagon-maker  by  trade  and 
was  prominent  in  the  work  of  the  Methodist 
Church.  He  had  two  brothers,  Isaac  and  Robert, 
both  of  whom  were  active  in  church  work,  while 
the  latter  was  the  founder  of  the  Christian  Church 
in  Du  t^uoin.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was 
one  of  the  earliest  pioneers  of  Perry  County  and 
was  a  man  of  more  than  average  ability.  He  died 
in  1880,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him. 

Warren  Wheatley  was  a  farmer,  carpenter  and 
merchant.  During  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  the 
service  of  liis  country,  November  1,  1861,  as  a 
member  of  Company  I,  Forty-ninth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  was  appointed  to  a  position  in  the 
commissary  department  of  the  Seventeenth  Army 
Corps,  in  which  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
struggle.  He  was  one  of  the  best  known  men  of 
that  corps,  and  was  known  by  all  as  "  Hardshell," 
a  name  given  to  his  by  Gen.  John  A.  Logan  on 
account  of  his  giving  so  much  hardtack  to  the 
soldiers.  This  name  clung  to  him  throughout  life. 
He  was  a  personal  friend  of  Gen.  John  A.  Logan, 
and  was  on  intimate  terms  with  (Jeneral  Grant. 
Our  subject  now  has  in  his  possession  valuable 
ordei-s  and  friendly  communications  from  the  great 
General,  and  in  1883,  when  they  met  in  St.  Louis, 
Mr.  Wheatley  showed  Grant  an  important  order 
signed  by  him  during  the  great  conllict.  The  Gen- 
eral, looking  at  it,  said,  "  Hardshell,  I  am  going  to 
sign  that  order  again  for  j'ou,"  and  so  saying  he 


placed  his  name  and  the  date  on  the  face.  Gen- 
eral Leggett  also  spoke  of  Mr.  Wheatley  in  terras 
of  highest  praise  in  friendly  missives,  as  well 
as  in  general  orders,  as  did  General  Logan  and 
otliers  prominent  in  the  war.  Mr.  Wheatley'  died 
in  Du  Quoin,  January  9,  1891,  after  an  honorable 
and  well  spent  life.  He  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Rachel  Stewart,  a  native  of  Jeflfersonville, 
Ind.,  and  a  daughter  of  Robert  Stewart,  a  wagon- 
maker  by  trade,  and  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Perry  County.  The  lady  died  in  September,  1884. 
There  were  two  sons  and  one  daughter  in  the  fam- 
ily. James  W.  is  a  resident  of  Du  Quoin.  The 
daughter  became  the  wife  of  R.  B.  French  and  the 
mother  of  two  children  now  living.  Maude  and 
Guy.     She  is  deceased. 

Mr.  Wheatle}' of  this  sketch  spent  his  early  boy- 
hood days  under  the  paternal  roof  in  the  usual 
manner  of  farmer  lads  and  attended  the  common 
schools  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  de- 
cided to  engage  in  the  practice  of  law  and  entered 
the  office  of  Col.  R.  K.  Town,  of  J3u  Quoin.  In 
1871,  on  attaining  his  majority-,  he  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar,  and  his  advancement  from  the  start  has 
been  marked.  He  served  for  several  years  as  City 
Attorne3'  of  Du  Quoin,  and  was  for  many  years 
an  attorney  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  and 
the  St.  Louis,  Alton  it  Terre  Haute  Railroad.  As 
an  advocate  he  has  few  ecpials  in  southern  Illinois. 

In  1884',  Mr.  Wheatley  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Lottie  B.  Farnan,  who  belongs  to  one  of 
the  prominent  families  of  Randolph  County.  They 
have  two  sons,  Frank  P.  and  Lar^'  B.  Mr.  Wheat- 
ley  has  taken  quite  a  prominent  part  in  politics, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  noted  political  orators  of 
southern  Hlinois.  He  has  never  been  a  politician 
in  the  sense  of  oflice  seeking,  having  many  times 
refused  to  become  a  candidate,  yet  he  is  a  warm 
advocate  of  the  Republican  principles.  In  the 
circles  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  society  he  is  very  prom- 
inent, and  in  1891  retired  from  the  oflice  of  Grand 
Master  of  the  stale,  which  position  he  filled  with 
marked  ability.  When  he  entered  the  office,  he 
found  mucli  dissatisfaction  in  the  order  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  the  state,  but  by  his  wise  counsel  he 
brought  harmony  out  of  discord  and  the  frater- 
nity is  now  in  most  excellent  working  condition. 
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In  1891,  he  was  elected  representative  to  the  Sov- 
ereign Grand  Lodge,  which  position  lie  is  still  fill- 
ing. He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Py- 
thias fraternity  and  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 


-^ 


-d  yENRY  CLAY  BROWN.  Among  the  many 
I  I  native-born  citizens  of  Randolph  County 
I  who  are  yet  residing  here,  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  we  ma}'  mention  our 
subject,  who  was  born  near  Sliiloh  Hill,  April  14, 
1851.  He  is  the  third  in  a  famil}'  of  four  boys 
and  one  girl,  wiiose  parents  were  James  M.  and 
Rebecca  (Simons)  Brown.  The  father  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  May  16,  1811,  and  lived  in  Ohio  during 
bis  younger  days;  tiie  mother  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  111.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Edward  Simons. 
For  many  years  James  M.  Brown  was  an  engineer 
on  a  river  steamer,  and  in  1842  purcli.ased  from  A. 
B.  Rodgers  a  farm  near  Sliiloh  Hill,  which  con- 
tinued to  be  his  home  until  18,56.  Afterward  he 
superintended  the  building  and  equipment  of  a 
mill  at  Liberty  Landing  (now  Rockwood),  serving 
as  President  of  the  company  and  as  chief  engineer. 
About  1860,  he  disposed  of  the  mill  and  purchased 
the  farm  on  section  17,  township  8,  range  5,  where 
our  subject  now  lives. 

In  the  fall  of  1869,  James  M.  Brown  went  to 
Texas,  hoping  by  a  change  of  climate  to  recuperate 
his  health.  He  remained  through  the  winter,  and 
then  returned  to  Rockwood,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred January  14,  1874.  His  wife  was  born 
August  19,  1820,  and  departed  this  life  July  3, 
1866.  They  were  married  July  25,  1841,  in  St. 
Louis,  and  soon  afterward  came  to  take  possession 
of  their  new  home  near  Shiloh  Hill. 

The  subject  of  the  sketch  gained  the  rudiments 
of  his  education  at  Ebenezer  school  in  the  summer 
of  1856,  and  the  following  winter  attended  the 
school  at  Libert}'  Landing,  remaining  there  for 
ten  j-ears.  In  the  winter  of  1868-69,  he  took  a 
course  in  the  Christian  Brothers'  College  at  St. 
Louis.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  brother,  he  embarked  in  agricultural 
pursuits  upon  the  farm  where  he  now  resides.  Dur- 
ing the    time  from    1872  to  1874,  he  resided    in 


Rockwood,  but  continued  to  operate  the  farm  as 
before.  In  the  last  named  year,  he  purchased  a 
steam  threshing  machine,  the  first  ever  seen  in  this 
part  of  the  county,  and  it  was  a  sight  that  drew 
beholders  for  miles  around.  The  following  year 
he  and  his  brother  purchased  another  machine, 
which  they  operated  in  partnership  for  many  years. 
December  23,  1869,  Henry  C.  Brown  married 
Annie,  a  daughter  of  Montraville  Vickers,  whose 
biography  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  this 
couple  have  been  born  six  children,  of  whom  Lewis 
E.,  Eunice  E.  and  an  unnamed  infant  all  died 
when  quite  young.  Alfred  C.  was  born  Novem- 
ber 29,  1874;  James  A.,  August  15,  1881,  and  Fred 
W.,  March  12,  1890.  In  politics,  Mr.  Brown  is  a 
stanch  Democrat,  as  was  his  father  before  him.  He 
lias  held  the  ofHce  of  School  Director,  and  takes  a 
great  interest  in  all  things  pertaining  to  education 
and  schools.  He  resides  in  a  fine  large  two-story 
house,  which  embellishes  his  si)lendid  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  eightj'  broad  and  fertile  acres,  divided 
about  equally  in  bluff  and  bottom  land.  In  addi- 
tion to  that  property,  he  owns  about  two  hundred 
acres  in  Jackson  County,  most  of  which  is  under 
his  personal  supervision. 
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LEXANDER  BARBER.  The  honest  dis- 
charge of  ever}'  trust  reposed  in  his  hands, 
the  unusual  ability  shown  in  different  di- 
rections, and  the  interest  he  has  taken  in 
the  advancement  of  measures  for  the  good  of 
Randolph  County,  have  caused  Alexander  Barber 
long  since  to  be  classed  as  one  of  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  this  part  of  the  state.  Our  subject  is  a 
native  of  Jackson  County,  this  state,  where  his 
birth  occurred,  near  Campbell  Hill,  April  22,  1842. 
He  is  the  son  of  Alexander  and  Caroline  (Harri- 
son) Barber,  and  a  grandson  of  Alexander  Bar- 
ber. The  latter  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  who, 
upon  coming  to  Illinois  in  1804,  settled  near  Ellis 
Grove,  and  for  forty-eight  consecutive  years  served 
as  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Randolph  County. 

Orphaned  in  childhood  by  his  father's  death,  our 
subject  made  his  home  with  his  grandfather,  and 
with  his  mother,  who  had  married  again.     When 
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but  nineteen  years  of  age,  be  enlisted  in  Company' 
H,  Twenty -second  Illinois  Infantry, June  25,  1861, 
for  tiiree  years.  He  was  on  detached  service  at 
the  headquarters  of  Generals  Morgan  and  Sheri- 
dan diirini^  the  hist  eighteen  months  in  the  urmy, 
and  was  discharged  at  Camp  Butler,  111.,  July  7, 
1864.  Seven  months  later,  February  16,  1865,  he 
re-enlisted  in  Company  F,  Second  United  States 
Veteran  \'olunteers,  in  (leneral  Hancock's  Corps, 
and  served  for  one  j'ear.  He  was  on  dutj-  along 
with  said  corps  at  the  [irison  at  the  time  of  the 
execution  of  Mrs.  Surratt,  one  of  the  conspirators 
to  the  assassination  of  President  Lincoln  in  1865, 
in  Washington,  I).  C.  He  suffered  from  sickness  a 
great  deal  during  the  tune  in  the  army,  but  man- 
aged to  keep  up  with  his  comrades. 

November  11,  1869,  Mr.  Barber  married  Theo- 
docia,  daughter  of  Alfred  (J.  and  Frances  (Cor- 
nelius) McCormack,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
Kentucky  respectively.  The  father  was  a  grand- 
son of  Colonel  Crawford,  who  was  burned  at  the 
stake  by  the  Indians,  a  fact  well  known  in  the  his- 
tor}'  of  tlie  da}-.  Theodocia  Barber  was  born  Au- 
gust 15,  1847,  near  Chester,  III.,  whither  her  par- 
ents had  moved  about  1836.  .  Of  tbis  union  have 
been  born  nine  children:  Herbert,  who  died  in  in- 
fancj'  in  1872;  Clara  A.,  born  June  17,  1873;  Nina 
M., September  10, 1875;  Willard  S.,  June  10,  1877; 
Gertie  L.,  May  15,  1879;  Joel  E.,  February  10, 
1881;  Everett  C,  January  26,  1884;  Josie  F.,  No- 
vember 21,  1886;  and  Benjamin  Harrison,  January 
29,  1889.  Mrs.  Barber  is  a  member  of  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  Nina  and  Gertie  are  iden- 
tified with  the  Presbyterian  denomination. 

Politically,  Mr.  Barber  is  a  true-blue  Republican 
and  boldly  expresses  his  opinion  without  fear  or 
favor.  He  has  lived  through  some  very  exciting 
times  here, and  a  volume  could  be  filled  with  inter- 
esting reminiscences  of  his  eventful  career.  So- 
cially he  is  a  Mason,  but  is  not  afKliated  with  any 
lodge  now,  there  being  none  in  Hockwood.  He  lias 
held  many  township  ollices,  including  those  of 
Constable,  Police  Magistrate,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
and  also  served  as  Deputy  under  the  administra- 
tion of  Sheriff  Daniel  Gerl.ach.  He  is  also  Notary 
Public.  The  duties  of  his  various  positions  he 
lias  discharged  with  satisfaction  to  his  constituents 


and  with  credit  to  himself.  He  is  now  making  his 
home  on  a  tract  of  land  comprising  forty-eight 
acres  adjoining  the  village  of  Roekwood,  and  with 
his  family  occupies  a  large  two-story  house  set  in 
the  midst  of  well  kept  grounds. 
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eHARLES  BROWN.  One  of  the  finest  farms 
in  Jackson  County  lies  on  section  16,  De- 
gognia  Township.  The  owner,  a  progress- 
ive agriculturist,  is  a  native  of  Randolph  Coun- 
tj-,  this  state,  having  been  born  near  Shiloh  Hill. 
March  17,  185.3,  on  the  old  homestead,  where 
his  father,  a  retired  river  engineer,  was  residing 
at  that  time.  For  further  details  pertaining  to  the 
family  history  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  bi<^ 
graphical  sketch  of  II.  C.  Brown  on  another  page 
of  this  volume. 

When  our  subject  was  a  child,  his  father,  James 
Brown,  sold  his  section  of  land  lying  near  Shiloh 
Hill  for  $12,000,  which  in  those  days  was  consid- 
ered a  large  sum  for  a  farm.  The  family  then 
moved  to  Roekwood,  where  the  father  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  building  of  a  large  mill  at 
that  place.  Attending  school  at  Roekwood  until 
the  spring  of  1869,  Charles  then  entered  the  .South- 
ern Illinois  College,  at  Carbondale,  and  was  pres- 
ent at  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  the  South- 
ern Illinois  Normal  School.  In  the  fall  of  1869 
he  entered  the  Christian  Brothers'  College  in  St. 
Louis,  but  at  the  end  of  the  first  month  returned 
home.  A  week  or  two  later  he  went  back  to  St. 
Louis  and  took  a  course  in  Brj'ant  ik  Stratton's 
Business  College,  where  he  continued  until  the 
spring  of  1870. 

Immediately  upon  his  return  to  Roekwood, 
Mr.  Brown  began  farming,  and,  although  he  was 
not  yet  of  age,  he  has  since  been  self-supporting 
and  independent.  Inheriting  a  fine  tract  of  land 
from  his  father,  he  now  h.is  a  magnificent  farm 
of  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  acres  lying  in  the 
bottoms  of  Degognia  Township,  Jackson  County, 
one  of  the  richest  bodies  of  land  on  the  continent. 
From  the  bluffs  along  which  the  farm  lies  a  beau 
tiful  view  may  be  had  of  the  river,  to  which  the 
estate    extends.     Wheat,   corn    and    potatoes    are 
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the  principal  crops,  the  last-named  being  especially 
profitable  owing  to  the  extreme  richness  of  the 
soil.  The  farm  is  stocked  with  a  fine  grade  of 
Holstein  and  .Jersej'  cattle,  Poland-China  hogs 
and  Cotswold  sheep.  One  of  the  curiosities  of 
the  place  is  an  old  stone  watering  trough  that  has 
stood  the  frosts  of  at  least  ninety'  winters,  and  in 
all  probabilit}-  lias  been  there  for  a  much  longer  pe- 
riod. When  purchased  by  the  father  of  our  subject, 
many  3'ears  ago,  it  was  then  quite  old.  Several 
Indian  mounds  on  the  place,  from  which  have 
been  turned  up  many  flint  tools  and  Indian  grave 
stones,  are  also  of  interest. 

Jul}'  2,  1884,  Charles  Brown  married  Miss  Belle 
P.,  daughter  of  Benjamin  and  Margaret  A.  (Clen- 
denin)  Richards,  the  former  a  native  of  Staflford- 
shire,  England,  and  the  latter  of  Randolph  Coun- 
ty, 111.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Brown 
were  .John  11.  and  Mary  Clendenih,  early  settlers 
of  Randolph  County,  who  came  hither  from  Ken- 
tucky. Benjamin  Richards  was  born  July  8, 1828, 
and  came  to  America  about  1840.  On  the  14th 
of  September,  1858,  he  married  Miss  Clendenin, 
who  was  born  April  29,  1842.  In  June,  1886,  he 
moved  with  his  family  to  Delphos,  Kan.,  where  he 
now  resides.  He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of 
twelve  children,  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  of 
whom  the  following  survive:  Cora,  Belle,  Will- 
iam S.,  John  H.,  Nettie,  Bertha,  Lottie  and  Joseph 
B.  Mrs.  Brown,  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  was 
born  December  16,  1862,  and  by  her  marriage  has 
become  the  mother  of  one  child,  Cora,  born  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1889. 

In  politics  a  Republican,  Mr.  Brown  is  now 
serving  his  second  term  as  Supervisor  of  Degognia 
Township,  and  for  more  than  five  jears  has  been 
School  Trustee.  He  is  not  an  office-seeker,  but  the 
offices  in  tliis  case  have  sought  the  man.  In  poli- 
tics the  four  brothers  of  the  family  are  strangely 
divided,  one  being  a  Prohibitionist,  another  a 
Democrat,  the  tliird  a  Republican,  and  the  fourth 
a  "Wheeler,"  as  the  Populists  are  called  in  Ar- 
kansas. Sociall}',  our  subject  is  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
and  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  last  two  state  con- 
ventions of  that  fraternity  in  Springfield,  and  will 
officiate  in  the  same  capacitj'   in  the  fall  of  1894. 


He  affiliates  with  Rockwood  Lodge  No.  351.  With 
his  wife,  he  enjoys  the  respect  of  all  who  know 
him,  and  is  regarded  as  a  progressive  farmer  and 
public-spirited  citizen. 
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^f^/  V.  NETTLETON  is  prominent  m  both 
M|gj  business  and  official  circles  in  Du  Quoin, 
il,  being   one    of  the  enter))rising  and  wide- 

awake citizens,  to  whom  the  cit}'  owes  its  prosper- 
ity and  progress.  He  is  now  manager  of  the 
Union  Coal  Company-,  and  occupies  the  position 
of  City  Clerk  of  Du  Quoin.  A  native  of  Missouri, 
he  was  born  in  Ste.  Genevieve,  October  24, 
1856.  His  father.  Gilbert  Nettleton,  was  a  native 
of  New  Hampshire,  and  in  an  earl}'  day  emigrated 
to  Missouri.  In  1858  he  came  to  Du  Quoin.  In 
Missouri,  he  had  been  extensively  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising, and  was  also  interested  in  lead  mining. 
His  death  here  occurred  in  1863.  The  Nettletons 
came  from  good  old  Puritan  stock. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name 
of  Juliet  E.  Pratte.  She  was  born  in  Missouri,  and 
her  father,  Bernard  Pratte,  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  in  the  lead  and  zinc  districts  of 
that  state.  He  was  of  French  descent,  and  his 
grandfather,  who  was  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  at 
one  time  owned  all  of  the  Iron  Mountains.  His 
descendants  did  much  to  develop  the  mineral  re- 
sources of  that  localit}',  and  Felix  Valle,  brother- 
in-law  of  Mrs.  Nettleton,  was  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive operators  in  the  le.id  and  zinc  districts  of 
Missouri.  The  mother  of  our  subject  died  in  1870. 
In  the  family  were  the  following  children:  Charles, 
who  died  in  Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Bernard  Piatte, 
who  died  in  Pullman,  111.,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  business;  Mary,  who  lives  in  Du  Quoin;  Celeste, 
wife  of  Judge  G.  W.  Wall,  of  Du  Quoin,  who  is 
now  Judge  of  the  Appellate  Court;  and  Emma, 
wife  of  Capt.  Daniel  Robinson,  a  retired  armj- offi- 
cer, now  living  in  Highland  Park. 

When  our  subject  was  a  youth  of  fifteen  years, 
he  started  out  in  life  for  himself,  going  to  Cairo, 
where  he  secured  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  store 
of  C.  O.  Patier  &  Co.  A  3'ear  later  he  went  to 
Beaucoup,  where  he  was  connected   with   the   in- 
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terests  of  Judge  Wall  and  W.  K.  Murphy.  He 
was  afterwards  employed  by  a  firin  in  St.  Louis  in 
the  coal  business,  and  in  1878  he  returned  to  Du 
Quoin,  where  he  embarked  in  merchandising.  In 
that  line  of  trade  he  continued  for  three  years, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  connected  with  the 
Union  Mines,  owned  b3^  .Judge  Wall  and  J.  M. 
Browning,  holding  the  responsible  position  of  man- 
ager. 

In  1878,  Mr.  Nettleton  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Hattie  G.  Ward,  daughter  of  J.  B.  Ward,  a 
prominent  merchant  and  ex-County  Superintend- 
ent of  Schools  of  Perry  County.  They  have  four 
children  \'et  living,  and  have  lost  one,  Charles  Eu- 
gene, who  died  in  infancj-.  The  others  are,  Eva, 
Celest,  Mabel  Gertrude,  John  Gilbert  and  Felix 
Bernard. 

Mr.  Nettleton  takes  considerable  interest  in 
civic  societies,  and  is  a  leading  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  Odd  Fellows'  lodges.  In 
the  former  he  holds  the  oflice  of  Keeper  of  the 
Records  and  Seals.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  has  held  the  position  of  City  Clerk  for  eight 
years.  His  long  continued  service  in  that  office  is 
certainl}'  a  high  testimonial  of  his  ability  and 
fidelity  to  duty  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  his  fellow-townsmen.  He  has  also  been  man- 
ager in  the  gas  works  since  their  establishment, 
and  in  his  business  trusts  he  manifests  the  same 
faithfulness  that  is  displayed  in  his  official  career. 


IpJVi    J.   McELVAIK  is  a  member  of   the   well 
bsir     known  law  firm  of  Smith,  McElvain  &  Her- 
^  \V      bert,  and  since  January,  1889,  has  served 
\^as  Master  in   Chancery.     He  was  born  in 
Perry  County,  111.,  March   20,  1849.     His  grand- 
father, Robert  McElvain.  was  a  native  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  and  rom(T\'ed  thence  to  Kentuck}'.    He 
afterwards  became  one  of  tlie  early  settlers  of  this 
county,  and   subsequently  went  to   Perry  County, 
where  he  spent  his  last  days,  dying  at  the  age  of 
seventy  years.     In   religious  belief  he  was  a  Pres- 
byterian.    His  father  was  a  native  of  Scotland. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Joseph  H.  McP^lvain, 
waa  born  in  Kentucky,  and  accompanied  his  parents 


to  this  state.  He  followed  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  obtaining  land,  cleared  and  developed  a  fine 
farm,  upon  which  lie  still  makes  his  home.  In 
early  life  he  was  a  Whig  in  politics,  but  since  the 
organization  of  the  party  has  been  a  stalwart  Re- 
publican. He  married  Esther  Lipe,  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  and  a  daughter  of  Jonas  Lipe, 
who  became  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Jackson 
Count}',  and  then  removed  to  Perry  County,  where 
he  spent  his  last  days.  He  was  a  Baptist  in  re- 
ligious belief  and  was  of  German  descent.  Unto 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McElvain  were  born  eleven  children, 
who  reached  mature  j'ears,  while  ten  are  j'ct  liv- 
ing. Three  brothers  served  in  the  Civil  War. 
Ephraim  and  Corydon  were  members  of  the  Eighty- 
first  Illinois  Infantr}-,  both  were  captured  at  the 
battle  of  Guntown,  and  for  ten  months,  or  until 
the  close  of  the  war,  were  incarcerated  at  Ander- 
sonville.  Daniel  was  First  Lieutenant  in  theThir- 
tj'-fifth  Missouri  Infantry  and  served  throughout 
the  entire  struggle. 

R.  J.  McElvain,  whose  name  heads  this  sketch, 
was  reared  upon  his  father's  farm  until  seventeen 
j-ears  of  age,  and  then  spent  one  j^ear  as  a  student 
in  tiie  Southern  Illinois  Normal  at  Carbondale, 
after  which  he  embarked  in  teaching,  following 
that  profession  for  four  years  in  Jackson  and 
Perry  Counties.  During  that  period  he  spent  his 
leisure  hours  in  studying  law  under  Col.  James  H. 
Nunes  and  Judge  Parks,  having  determined  to 
make  the  legal  profession  his  life  work.  In  1878, 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  Illinois  Bar  in 
Du  Quoin.  He  continued  practice  there  and  in 
Perry  until  1881,  when  he  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  McKendree  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1882,  with  the  degree  of  LL.B.  At 
that  time  he  was  a  resident  of  Jackson  Count}', 
having  removed  to  Elkville  in  1874. 

In  January  of  that  year,  in  Elkville,  Mr.  Mc- 
Elvain was  united  in  marri.ige  with  Miss  Mary  A., 
daughter  of  George  Schwartz,  who  came  from 
Pennsylvania  to  this  county  and  is  numbered 
among  its  earliest  settlers.  Mrs.  McElvain  was 
born  in  Elkville,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  They  have  one  child,  Robert  J.,  Jr. 
I  Socially,  Mr.  McElvain  is  connected  with  Leon- 
I   Idas    Lodge  >.o.  87,  K.  P.,  and  Leonidas  Division 
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No.  7,  Uniformed  Rank.  For  three  years  be  has 
served  as  District  Deputy,  and  has  been  Represent- 
ative to  the  Grand  Lodge.  Frequently  he  has 
been  called  upon  to  serve  in  public  positions.  In 
1880,  he  was  nominated  on  the  Republican  ticket 
for  State's  Attorney,  but  failed  to  secure  the  elec- 
tion. In  1884,  however,  he  was  elected  to  that 
oflBce,  being  the  onl}^  Republican  that  won.  Com- 
ing to  Murphysboro,  ho  here  opened  a  law  office 
and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  official  du- 
ties, which  he  continued  until  December,  1888. 
In  January,  1889,  he  was  appointed  Master  in 
Chancery,  and  in  March  following,  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  of  Smith,  McElvain  &  Herbert.  In 
1878  and  1879,  he  served  as  County  Supervisor 
from  Elk  Township,  and  for  one  year  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Board.  For  four  years  past  he  has 
been  Chairman  of  the  County  Republican  Central 
Committee,  and  has  done  effective  and  faithful 
service  in  tiie  interests  of  his  party. 
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\]l^  ON.  GEORGE  W.  WALL,  of  Du  Quoin, 
)j)  .Judge  of  the  Appellate  Court  of  Illinois, 
was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  April  22, 
1839,  and  is  a  son  of  George  T.  Wall,  who 
was  born  in  Rhode  Island,  April  14,  1810.  The 
name  Wall  is  of  Irish  origin,  and  from  the  Emerald 
Isle  the  ancestors  came  to  this  country  more  than 
a  century  and  a-half  ago.  Tiie  grandfather  of  the 
Judge,  Benah  Wall,  was  a  pioneer  manufacturer 
of  cotton  goods.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  a 
physician,  and  in  1840,  when  his  son  w.as  a  year 
old,  came  to  Du  Quoin.  He  was  then  in  limited 
circumstances,  but  became  one  of  the  wealth- 
iest citizens  of  Perry  County.  Here  his  remain- 
ing days  were  passed,  and  iiis  death  occurred  in 
January,  1892.  He  married  INIaria  Adams,  a  native 
of  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  a  daughter  of  General 
Adams.     Her  death  occurred  in  1848. 

The  Judge  acquired  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  Du  Quoin,  later  attended  McKendree 
College,  of  Lebanon,  111.,  and  before  he  was  twentj' 
years  of  age  was  graduated  from  the  Michigan 
State  University,  in  18.58.  Wishing  to  enter  the 
legal  profession  and  make  the  practice  of  law  his 


life  work,  he  began  studying  in  the  office  of  Ci'rus 
G.  Simmons,  of  Cairo.  Subsequently  he  took  a 
course  in  the  Cincinnati  Law  School,  was  admitted 
to  the  Bar  in  1859,  and  then  commenced  practice 
in  Du  Quoin.  He  has  been  honored  with  a  num- 
ber of  prominent  positions  in  this  state.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  in 
1862,  and  in  1864  was  elected  State's  Attorney  for 
the  Third  Judicial  District.  In  1870,  he  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  and 
in  August,  1877,  he  was  elected  Circuit  Judge. 
To  tliat  office  he  was  re-elected  in  June,  1879,  in 
1885  and  1891.  In  1879,  he  was  assigned  to  the 
Appellate  Court  at  Mt.  Vernon,  where  he  con- 
tinued until  1885,  when  he  was  assigned  to  the 
same  court  at  Springfield,  and  b}-  successive  as- 
signments has  been  on  tiie  Bench  in  the  capital 
city  continuously  since.  To-da_y  he  is  considered 
the  most  able  Judge  of  his  age  in  Illinois,  a  repu- 
tation which  has  been  trul}-  won  by  merit. 

In  1862,  Mr.  Wall  wedded  Miss  Celeste  E.  Net- 
tieton,  daughter  of  a  former  prominent  merchant 
of  this  place.  Of  their  children,  Willard  is  now 
Cashier  of  tiie  First  National  Bank  of  Murphys- 
boro, and  Cliarles  H.  is  Superintendent  of  the 
Union  Coal  Mines  of  Du  Quoin.  Tiiere  are  also  two 
younger  sons  and  a  daughter.  Through  business 
interests,  and  as  the  result  of  his  extensive  law 
practice.  Judge  Wall  has  accumulated  one  of  tlie 
largest  private  fortunes  in  southern  Illinois,  j-et  he 
has  not  only  gained  wealth,  but  has  also  won  a 
reputation  at  the  Bench  and  Bar  which  is  scarcel}' 
equaled  in  the  state. 
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EV.  JOSEPH  SCHNEIDER,  Rector  of  St. 
(?  Brunos  Catholic  Church  of  Pinckneyville, 
is  a  native  of  Germany,  his  birth  having 
^^  occurred  in  Bavaria,,  in  1852.  His  father, 
George  Schneider,  was  a  well-to-do  German  farmer. 
Joseph  received  his  classical  education  in  the  city 
of  Wurzburg,  and  then  came  to  America,  contin- 
uing his  studies  at  St.  Vincent  College  in  West- 
moreland County,  Pa.  There  he  studied  philoso- 
phy and  theology,  and  when  his  education  was 
completed,  he  was  ordained  as  a  priest  of  the  Cath- 
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olic  Church  by  Archbishop  Kenrick  in  St.  Louis 
for  the  diocose  of  Alton. 

Father  Schneider  was  tlien  sent  to  Pinckney- 
Tille,  Perry  County,  to  act  as  a  substitute  for  Fa- 
ther Krug,  who  w.as  at  titnt  time  traveling  in  Eu- 
rope for  his  health.  Father  Krug  did  not  improve 
as  it  was  hoiied  he  would  do,  and  on  his  death  our 
subject  became  his  successor  as  Rector  of  St.  Brunos 
Catholic  Church.  He  is  an  untiring  and  inde- 
fatigable worker,  and  has  done  much  to  build  up 
the  church  in  this  place.  Since  coming  here  he 
has  established  the  school,  which  was  started  in 
1887,  and  is  under  the  direction  of  Sisters.  A  fine 
new  parsonage  has  also  been  built.  It  is  one  of 
the  very  best  residences  in  the  cit}'. 

Aside  from  his  church  in  Pinckne}'ville,  Mi-. 
Schneider  has  charge  of  a  parish  ten  miles  north 
of  this  place.  There  is  a  congregation  of  thirty 
families,  and  the  little  church  is  in  working  order. 
Tiie  church  proi)erty  in  I'inekneyville  is  valued  at 
$10,000,  and  the  greater  part  of  it  was  secured 
through  the  instrumental itj'  of  Father  Schneider. 
He  is  a  most  agreeable  gentleman,  well  informed 
on  all  general  subjects.  lie  has  traveled  exten- 
sively in  foreign  lands,  and  a  retentive  memory 
enables  him  to  converse  well  on  what  he  has  seen. 
He  has  the  respect  and  esteem  of  his  parishioners, 
and  is  held  in  high  regard  throughout  the  entire 
commnnitv. 


*^. 
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PT.  FALLON,  grain  dealer  of  Du  Quoin, 
was  born  in  Pinckney ville,  Perrj-  County', 
on  the  22d  of  April,  1860,  and  in  the  com- 
munit3^  where  his  entire  life  has  been  spent  is 
widely  and  favorably  known.  His  father,  Robert 
Fallon,  was  a  native  of  Ireland,  born  in  1808,  and 
he  came  to  this  country  with  his  parents  when  a 
lad  of  eight  j-ears,  the  family  locating  in  Pennsj'l- 
vania,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  In  1844  he 
came  to  the  west  to  try  his'  fortune  on  the  broad 
prairies  of  Illinois,  and  took  up  his  residence  at 
old  Du  Quoin.  H^'  trade  he  was  a  blacksmith,  but 
later  engaged  in  farming  near  Pinckneyville.  He 
entered  the  array  during  the  Civil  War  as  a   vet- 


erinary surgeon  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry. 
Later  in  life  he  engaged  in  the  milling  business. 
His  death  occurred  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  seventy- 
two  j^ears.  He  married  Rebecca  Flora,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  she  still  survives  him,  living  in 
Du  (^uoin,  at  the  age  of  seventy-five. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children,  having  seven  brf>llier.'<  and  three 
sisters,  of  whom  fovir  brothers  and  two  sisters  are 
yet  living.  R.  V.  is  a  merchant  of  Pinckneyville; 
W.  F.,  who  was  a  Captain  in  the  Sixth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry, and  lost  his  health  during  his  service,  is  now 
living  in  Du  tjuoin;  D.  C,  who  follows  farming 
near  Pinckneyville,  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue  of 
Company  D,  Thirteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was 
taken  prisoner;  George  T.,  who  served  his  coun- 
try as  a  member  of  the  Thirteenth  Illinois  Infan- 
tr3\  was  taken  prisoner;  he  lost  his  health  in  the 
service,  and  died  from  the  effects  of  his  array  life 
in  1877;  and  W.  II.,  a  jihysician.  went  to  Kansas 
and  later  to  Colorado,  where  he  died  in  1888. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  F.  T. 
Fallon,  who  acquired  his  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  when  it  was  completed,  became  inter- 
ested with  his  father  and  brother  in  the  milling 
business.  In  1882  he  became  connected  with  Hal- 
liday  Brothers  at  their  salt  works  in  St.  .John,  and 
for  three  years  was  emplo^-ed  in  their  store  at  that 
()l!ice.  lie  then  went  upon  the  road,  traveling  in 
their  interest  for  seven  years,  or  until  February, 
1882,  when  he  bought  the  mill  and  elevator  at  Du 
C^uoin,  succeeding  P.  N.  Pope,  who  had  established 
the  business  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  century  be- 
fore. 

In  1888  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Fal- 
lon and  Miss  IMiunie  E.  Bowman,  who  was  the 
youngestof  five  sisters.  Her  father,  Andrew  Bow- 
man, was  formerly  a  leading  merchant  of  Tamaroa, 
but  died  during  the  early  childhood  of  Mrs.  Fal- 
lon. She  is  a  most  charming  and  estimable  lady, 
and  has  many  friends  throughout  the  community. 
One  son  graces  their  union,  Bernard  Bowman,  a 
bright  little  fellow  of  four  years. 

Mr.  F'allon  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Pythias,  in  which  he  is  now  serving  as  Prelate 
and  Vice-Chancellor.  He  is  also  connected  with 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  politics  is  a  stanch 
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Republican.  He  Is  one  of  the  most  pleasant  and 
popular  young  business  men  of  southern  Illinois, 
and  few  of  the  younger  citizens  of  Du  Quoin  are 
more  widelj'  or  favorably  known  than  he. 
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F.  A.  CHAPMAN  is  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing, prominent  and  successful  business  men 
of  JSIurphj'sboro,  who  since  1866  has  made 
his  home  in  this  citj'.  and  has  watched  with  inter- 
est its  progress  and  development.  He  has  ever 
borne  his  part  in  the  work  of  advancement,  and 
has  materially  aided  in  its  upbuilding.  His  name 
therefore  deserves  an  honored  place  in  the  record 
of  the  county,  and  with  pleasure  we  present  his 
sketch  to  our  readers. 

Mr.  Chapman  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  En- 
gland, January  3,  1852,  and  his  father,  Jolin  Chap- 
man, was  a  farmer  of  that  country,  who  in  1859i 
accompanied  by  his  family,  came  to  America, 
crossing  the  Atlantic  to  New  York  on  the  steamer 
"City  of  Washington."  He  first  located  in  Odin, 
111.,  afterward  was  employed  in  the  shops  of  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  at  Centralia,  and  in 
March,  1866,  came  to  Jackson  County.  He  kept 
a  log  boarding  house  in  Mt.  Carbon,  and  also  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  1867,  he  went  to  Grand 
Tower,  and  engaged  in  the  hotel  business  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  several  3ears  later.  He 
married  Elizabeth  Chapman,  but  though  they  bore 
the  same  name,  they  were  not  relatives.  Her  peo- 
ple were  originally  from  Scotland,  but  she  was 
born  and  died  in  England.  Mr.  Chapman  was  a 
second  time  married.  By  the  first  union  there 
were  tliree  children :  Anne  and  E.  F.  A.,  of  Mur- 
phj'sboro,  and  John,  who  died  in  Carbondale. 

Our  subject  was  a  lad  of  seven  when  he  came  to 
America.  Since  the  age  of  eight  years  he  has 
made  his  own  way  in  the  world.  He  worked  for 
his  board,  with  the  privilege  of  attending  school. 
In  1866,  he  came  with  his  father  to  this  county, 
and  remained  at  home  until  sixteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  entered  Christian  Brothers'  College  of 
St.  Louis  and  completed  the  commercial  course. 
He    then  secured  a  position  as  book-keeper  with 


the  firm  of  A.  C.  Brj^den  <fe  Co.,  merchants  of  Grand 
Tower,  with  whom  he  continued  until  1879,  when 
he  took  charge  of  their  store  in  Jit.  Carbon.  A 
few  months  later  he  removed  this  to  Murphysboro, 
and  continued  to  carry  on  the  store  until  an  as- 
signment was  made  b}'  the  firm.  He  also  had 
charge  of  the  store  owned  by  the  Carbondale  Coal 
and  Coke  Company,  at  Cartersville,  111.,  for  seven 
months. 

After  a  time  Mr.  Chapman  returned  to  Grand 
Tower,  and  took  charge  of  the  mercantile  business 
of  his  old  employers  at  that  place.  In  1884,  in 
connection  with  W.  C.  Kent,  he  bought  out  Br}'- 
den  &  Co.,  and  under  the  firm  name  of  W.  C.  Kent 
&  Co.  carried  on  business.  There  was  also  an- 
other partner,  T.  B.  Thomas,  who  later  retired,  and 
the  firm  became  Kent  it  Chapman.  In  1889,  E.  A. 
G'Sell  bought  out  Mr.  Kent's  interest,  and  the 
firm  of  Chapman  &  G'Sell  is  now  one  of  the  lead- 
ing mercantile  firms  of  the  city.  Their  store  is 
located  at  No.  32  West  Walnut  Street,  is  23x70 
feet,  and  two  stories  in  height,  with  a  basement. 
They  carry  a  large  line  of  general  merchandise, 
and  receive  from  the  public  a  liberal  patronage, 
which  is  constantly  increasing. 

In  Grand  Tower,  in  July.  1874,  Mr.  Chapman 
wedded  Miss  Eugenia  A.  G'Sell,  who  was  born  in 
New  Mexico,  and  is  a  daughter  of  Anloinc  G'Sell, 
a  native  of  Alsace,  France,  who  died  in  St.  Louis. 
They  have  six  children:  Charles,  Andrew,  E.  Liz- 
zie, William,  Mary  and  Ethel. 

Mr.  Chapman  is  a  member  of  St.  Andrew's  Cath- 
olic Church,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat.  For  a 
number  of  3'ears  he  has  been  School  Trustee  of 
Murphysboro  Township.  In  1889-90  he  served  as 
Alderman  of  the  .Second  Ward,  and  was  an  advo- 
cate of  the  water  works,  the  electric  light  and  sew- 
erage systems  which  were  established  during  that 
time.  The  best  interests  of  the  city  have  ever 
found  in  him  a  friend,  and  his  labors  liave  been 
untiring  for  the  promotion  of  the  general  welfare. 
He  was  one  of  the  corporators,  and  became  a 
Director  and  Secretary  of  the  old  St.  Louis  Cen- 
tral Railroad.  He  also  served  as  Paymaster  for 
the  division  between  Pinckne3'ville  and  Murphys- 
boro. This  is  now  known  as  the  Cairo  Short  Line, 
and  Mr.  Chapman  is  still  a  Director.     He  has  been 
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interested  in  the  development  of  the  coal  lands  in 
this  region,  and  owns  several  acres.  He  also  has 
Imsiness  property  in  Murphysboro,  and  a  pleasant 
residence  on  North  Cherry  Street. 
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R.  LEWIS  DYER  was  for  many  years  a 
leading  ph^'sician  of  southern  Illinois,  and 
an  army  surgeon  of  marked  ability.  He  was 
an  orator  of  more  than  local  note,  a  man 
of  excellent  education,  broad  views  and  clear  and 
forcible  intellect.  He  was  born  in  Shaftsbury, 
Bennington  County,  Yt.,  February  24,  1807. 
Dating  back  to  the  time  when  the  little  band  of 
exiles  left  England  and  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
find  a  place  where  tlie^y  could  worship  God  accord- 
ing to  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience,  to  the 
time  when  the  Pilgrims  landed  on  Plymouth  Rock, 
the  ancestry  of  the  Dyer  family  in  America  caa  he 
traced.  Fifteen  years  later  we  learn  of  William 
and  Mary  Dyer,  of  Boston,  who  were  direct  de- 
scendants of  Sir  James  Dyer,  an  eminent  Englisli 
lawyer,  who  came  from  an  ancient  and  honorable 
family  of  Somersetshire.  In  1656  members  of  the 
Society  of  Friends  arrived  in  Massachusetts  and 
their  persecution  was  begun  by  the  Puritans. 
Marj  Dyer  became  a  member  of  that  sect  and  an 
active  worker  therein,  and  was  sentenced  to  be 
hung,  but  pardon  was  offered  her  if  she  would  re- 
nounce her  faith.  This  she  refused  to  do,  and  was 
hung  on  Boston  Common.  The  Doctor  is  one  of 
her  direct  descendants,  and  the  same  fidelity  which 
led  her  to  face  even  death  is  found  again  in  liim. 
Henry  Dyer,  father  of  our  subject,  was  born  in 
North  Kingston,  R.  I.,  and  with  his  father  and 
brothers  aided  in  the  defense  of  the  Colonies  dur- 
ing the  Revolution.  One  brother,  Charles,  was  a 
Captain  in  the  regular  service,  and  all  were  faith- 
ful and  true  soldiers,  who  bravely  defended  their 
country  and  struggled  for  its  freedom.  AVhen  the 
desired  result  wjis  accomplished,  Henry  Dyer  set- 
tled in  Bennington  County,  Yt.,  wliere  he  followed 
farming.  He  was  an  influential  and  prominent 
citizen,  a  lover  of  peace,  and  frequently-  decided 
for  his  neighbors  contentions  which  arose  between 
them,  and  thus  avoided  bringing  the  matter  into 


court.  He  was  honored  and  respected  by  all  who 
knew  him.  His  death  occurred  on  his  farm,  near 
Manchester,  Yt.,  at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety- 
sir.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sa- 
rah Coy,  was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who  came 
of  an  industrious,  upright  family.  Her  advan- 
tages in  earl3'  life  were  few,  but  she  was  a  practi- 
cal, enterprising  woman,  possessed  of  considerable 
force  of  character,  and  did  much  good  in  the 
world,  te.iching  her  children  to  walk  in  the  paths 
of  righteousness,  and  aiding  in  man)'  benevolent 
and  charitable  works.  She  died  in  her  seventieth 
3^ear,  and  lier  loss  was  mourned  by  all  who  knew 
her. 

In  the  Dyer  family  were  seven  sons  and  three 
daughters.  Moses,  the  eldest,  was  a  Methodist 
clergyman;  Dennis,  David  and  Daniel  were  farm- 
ers, and  Rev.  Ilenian  Dyer,  D.  D.,  was  a  prominent 
divine.  He  was  graduated  from  Ken3'on  College, 
in  which  he  was  afterwards  a  teaclicr,  and  Secre- 
taiy  Stanton  was  among  his  pupils.  He  became  a 
noted  Eipiscopal  preacher,  and  the  degree  of  D.  D. 
was  conferred  upon  him  by  Washington  College 
of  Connecticut  and  Kenyon  College.  In  1845  he 
was  elected  President  of  the  Western  University  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  in  1860  was  chosen  Bishop  of 
Kansas,  but  declined  to  accept  the  honor.  He  has 
declined  the  rectorship  of  several  leading  churches 
and  for  many  3'ears  past  hiis  resided  in  New  York 
City,  where  he  has  been  officially  connected  with 
the  Evangelical  Knowledge  Society,  representing, 
as  it  does,  a  large  portion  of  the  Protestant  Epis- 
copal Church.  Although  he  is  quite  wealthy  him- 
self, men  of  wealth  in  that  city  have  twice  paid 
the  expenses  of  himself  and  family  on  a  trip  to 
Europe.  His  memoirs  have  been  published  under 
the  title  of  "The  Record  of  an  Active  Life."  The 
sisters  of  Dr.  Dyer  grew  to  womanhood.  One  be- 
came the  wife  of  .John  March,  an  Elder  in  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  a  brother  of  .Mden 
March,  M.  I).,  President  of  the  Albany  Medical 
College. 

The  bo3'hood  days  of  the  Doctor  were  spent  on 
the  home  farm,  and  his  literar)'  education  was  ob- 
tained in  an  academy  of  .Manchester,  Vt.  In  1828 
he  was  graduated  from  Berkshire  Medical  College, 
of  Massachusetts,  organized    under  the  charter  of 
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Williams  College,  and  for  about  two  years  engaged 
in  practice  in  Arlington,  Vt.,  after  which  he  spent 
several  years  in  Gloversville,  N.  Y.  He  then 
made  a  visit  to  the  west  and  spent  some  time  in 
the  home  of  his  brother,  Rev.  Heman  Dyer,  then 
one  of  the  instructors  in  Kenyon  College,  Ohio, 
and  while  there  the  Trustees  appointed  him  phy- 
sician of  Kenyon  College  and  also  of  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  of  the  Diocese  of  Ohio.  Tlius 
he  served  for  several  jears,  but  desiring  a  larger 
field  for  practice  he  resigned  and  located  at  Mt. 
Vernon,  Ohio,  where  he  shared  an  office  with  the 
Hon.  Columbus  Delmo,  then  one  of  the  foremost 
men  in  the  state,  and  afterwards  Secretary  of  the 
Interior  under  President  Grant. 

While  engaged  in  practice  there  the  Doctor  also 
edited  a  Whig  paper  and  was  a  member  of  the 
Ohio  Whig  Convention  which  was  called  to  con- 
sider what  action  should  be  taken  consequent  upon 
the  repeal  of  the  Missouri  Compromise.  Dr. 
Dyer  there  said:  "Let  the  repeal  stand,  but  never 
admit  another  slave  state  into  the  Union."  In 
1855  he  removed  to  Iowa,  but  the  severe  winters 
proved  detrimental  to  the  health  of  his  wife  and 
daughter  and  he  sought  n  more  genial  climate,  re- 
fusing, in  consequence,  to  accept  a  professorship  in 
the  Keokuk  Medical  College.  Selecting  southern 
Illinois  for  his  future  home,  he  located  in  Du 
Quoin,  where  he  has  since  resided.  When  the 
late  war  broke  out  he  took  a  leading  part  in  rais- 
ing troops,  and  many  a  young  officer  owed  his 
commission  to  the  efforts  of  the  Doctor  in  his  be- 
half. Dr.  Dyer  was  then  quite  well  advanced  in 
j-ears  and  intended  not  to  go  to  the  front,  but 
upon  the  personal  request  of  Governor  Yates  he 
accepted  the  position  of  Surgeon  of  the  Eighty- 
first  Illinois  Infantry,  and  two  j'ears  later  was 
made  Surgeon-in-chief  of  his  division.  His  labors 
were  arduous,  but  he  filled  the  position  with 
marked  ability  and  distinction. 

In  justice  to  the  Doctor  we  will  give  an  outline 
of  an  incident  in  his  army  life.  During  the  early 
part  of  his  service  he  was  ordered  by  one  of  the 
officers  to  secure  two  barrels  of  whiskey  with  his 
supplies.  Now,  Dr.  Dyer  has  always  been  a  tem- 
perance man,  yet  he  does  not  object  to  the  use  of 
intoxicating   liquors    as   a  medicine,  and  he  has 


alwa3's  prescribed  them  when  he  thought  it  neces- 
S9Liy.  But  at  that  time  he  knew  that  two  bar- 
rels of  whiskey  were  not  required,  and  his  old 
Puritanic  views  came  to  the  front  and  he  flatly 
refused  to  order  the  whiskey.  This  did  not  suit 
the  ofTicer  nor  the  men  who  had  hoped  to  drink 
the  liquor,  and  secretly  a  petition  w.is  prepared 
and  signed  and  forwarded  directly  to  Washing- 
ton, demanding  his  removal  for  refusing  to  obey 
orders. 

This  fact  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Doctor,  he  went  directly  to  tlie  headquarters  of 
General  Grant  and  stated  what  had  come  to  his 
knowledge  and  asked  him  what  an  innocent  and 
honorable  man  should  do  to  vindicate  himself. 
General  Grant  issued  an  order  to  General  Mc- 
Phersou  to  convene  a  court  of  inquiry  forthwith 
to  investigate  the  matter,  but  before  the  court 
was  convened  the  order  came  from  Washington 
dismissing  him  from  the  service.  Hearing  of  this 
he  went  at  once  to  headquarters,  and  ripping  his 
shoulder  straps  oflf,  flung  them  to  the  ground  and 
requested  to  be  put  in  the  ranks  until  he  was 
vindicated,  but  instead  of  this  being  done  he  was 
placed  in  the  surgeon's  department  until  the 
court  of  inquiry  iiad  convened,  but  when  it  did 
the  testimon_v  not  onl3'  exculpated  him,  but 
brought  to  light  a  foul  conspirac3'  to  ruin  an  in- 
nocent man.  The  Doctor  was  at  once  re-instated 
and  his  career  as  an  arm3-  surgeon  was  a  most 
brave  and  honorable  one. 

After  the  war,  a  history  of  the  Illinois  troops 
being  called  for  b^'  act  of  the  Legislature,  Dr. 
Dyev  was  assigned  to  the  duty  of  writing  the  his- 
torj'  of  his  command,  which  he  did  in  a  most  cred- 
itable style.  He  continued  his  practice  in  Du 
Quoin  and  served  for  about  ten  years  as  Pension 
Examining  Surgeon,  and  after  the  establishment 
of  the  Board  he  was  appointed  President  thereof. 
While  sitting  on  the  Board  he  received  a  message 
asking:  "Will  \-ou  accept  the  position  of  phy- 
sician to  the  Southern  Illinois  Penitentiary-?"  He 
replied  in  the  affirmative,  and  served  in  that  po- 
sition for  three  years,  when  he  resigned  and 
retired  to  private  life. 

In  the  organization  of  the  Southern  Illinois 
Medical  Association  the  Doctor  was  a  leading  fac- 
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tor,  and  served  as  its  President  for  one  term  and 
as  its  Treasurer  for  thirteen  years,  resigning  the  po- 
sition November  10,  1893.  For  years  lie  has  been 
one  of  the  most  noted  men  of  tiiis  section  of  tlie 
state.  lie  is  a  man  of  culture,  broad  views  and 
great  activity,  and  now,  thougii  nearing  his  nine- 
tieth year,  lie  is  more  energetic  than  half  of  the 
men  a  (juarter  of  a  century  liis  junior,  and  Iiis 
mind  is  as  active  and  clear  as  it  was  fifty  years 
ago.  In  the  Presbyterian  Church  he  has  been  an 
influential  man  for  years.  lie  is  also  prominent 
in  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  and  was  the 
first  commander  of  the  Du  Quoin  Post,  serving  in 
that  capacity  for  several  years.  His  life  has  been 
well  and  worthily  spent,  and  now,  the  possessor  of 
an  ample  fortune,  he  is  living  in  ease  and  comfort. 


idely 


,  \  structor,  claims  Randolph  County  as  the 
place  of  ills  nativity,  his  birth  having  liere  occurred 
on  the  2d  of  March,  1860.  He  is  the  eldest  child 
of  R.  J.  and  Susan  (Wright)  Ilolcomb,  who  were 
early  settlers  of  tiiis  community'.  The  former  is  a 
native  of  Pike  County,  111.  His  father  died  when 
he  was  quite  young,  and  he  then  came  with  his 
mother  to  Randolph  County,  where  he  was  reared 
and  educated.  He  took  up  farming  as  his  life 
work  and  has  always  followed  that  pursuit.  He 
married  Miss  Wright,  who  came  of  an  old  Virgin- 
ian family.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holcomb  are  now 
living  and  enjoy  good  health. 

Our  subject  received  his  primary  education  in 
the  district  schools  of  his  native  county,  which  he 
attended  through  the  winter  season,  while  in  the 
summer  months  he  aided  in  tiie  labors  of  the  field. 
He  remained  upon  the  home  farm  until  nineteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  entered  the  high  school  of 
Sparta,  there  pursuing  his  studies  for  one  year.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  he  began  teaching  in  the  district 
schools,  and  was  thus  emiiloyed  for  eight  years, 
when  he  accepted  the  position  of  Principal  of  the 
schools  of  Baldwin,  where  he  remained  for  five 
years.  He  then  made  a  prospecting  trip  to  Colo- 
rado, and  after  his  return  to  Illinois,  in  February, 
1892,  he  completed  an  unexpired  term  of  school 
25 


near  Baldwin.  His  next  employment  was  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature.  He  became  clerk  of  a  dry-goods 
store  in  Unldwin,  and  puntinued  thus  engaged  un- 
til September,  1893,  when  he  was  chosen  Principal 
of  the  Percy  schools.  This  position  he  is  now  filling, 
being  ably  assisted  in  his  work  l)v  his  wife,  who  is 
also  an  excellent  instructor.  During  the  months 
of  vacation,  lie  usually  clerks  in  a  drug  store  in 
Baldwin.  In  former  years  he  took  one  course  of 
medical  lectures  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  but  concluded  to 
abandon  medicine  and  cling  to  his  chosen  profes- 
sion, that  of  teaching. 

On  the  3d  of  September,  188  I,  Mr.  Ilolcomb  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Quint  Hurst,  whose 
parents  were  natives  of  Virginia,  and  thence  re- 
moved to  Randolph  County,  III.  Her  death  oc- 
curred January  27,  1886,  and  on  the  13th  of  Au- 
gust, 1889,  Mr.  Ilolcomb  wedded  Miss  Ella  Cox, 
who  came  of  a  family  of  South  Carolina.  She  was 
called  to  the  home  beyond  July  9,  1890.  On  the 
14th  of  July,  1892,  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Ilolcomb  and  Miss  Josie  Dagner,  a  daughter 
of  Henry  and  Mary  (Harrison)  Dagner,  of  Red 
Bud,  111.  One  child  graces  this  union,  Wallace 
Penn.  who  is   the  pride  and  joy  of  the  household. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holcomb  are  both  recognized  as 
among  the  leading  and  most  successful  teachers  of 
Randolph  Count}',  and  the  schools  of  Percy  have 
been  brought  to  a  high  standard  of  excellence 
through  their  untiring  labors.  With  the  Baptist 
Church  they  hold  membership.  Mr.  Holcomb  is  a 
member  of  Kaskaskia  Lodge  No.  86,  A.  F.<fe  A.M., 
and  also  belongs  to  Baldwin  Lodge  No.  797,  I.  O. 
O.  F.  He  takes  quite  an  active  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  supports  the  men  and  measures  of  the 
Democratic  party.  He  is  prominently  spoken  of 
for  the  ollice  of  Count}-  Superintendent,  and  should 
he  be  chosen  to  that  position,  we  feel  no  hesitancy 
in  sa^'ing  that  he  will  prove  a  capable  and  eflicient 
oflicer.  Those  who  have  known  him  from  boyhood 
are  numbered  among  his  stanchest  friends,  a  fact 
which  indicates  an  honorable  and  well  spent  life. 

<->♦-€- 

^^  ABRI EL  S.  JONES.     Probably  no  resident 
(|[  in  Randolph  County  is  more  worthy  of  rep- 

*\^_jjl    rescntation  in  this  Rf.(  i>i!i>  than  Mr.  Jones, 
who  was  born   here   in  1818,  when  Illinois  was  a 
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territory.  He  lias  pursued  a  course  which  has  re- 
sulted in  securing  for  him  the  heart}'  respect  of 
those  who  know  him.  Having  witnessed  the  de- 
velopment of  the  state  from  a  wilderness  to  the 
site  of  thriving  towns  and  highly  cultivated  farms, 
he  has  also  contributed  to  this  work  and  has  been 
an  important  factor  in  the  growth  of  Chester. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  also  bore  the  name 
of  Gabriel,  was  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  came  to 
Illinois  November  17,  1817.  The  journey,  which 
was  made  overland  to  Illinois,  was  interrupted 
suddenly  at  Percy,  when  the  axle  tree  of  the  wagon 
broke.  The  family  was  compelled  to  stop  for  a 
time  and  the  elder  Mr.  Jones  was  induced  to  remain 
during  the  winter  and  teach  school.  In  the  spring 
of  the  following  year  he  was  appointed  Colonel  of 
the  State  Militia,  he  having  been  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812.  He  was  a  very  prominent  man  in 
his  community,  and  had  the  honor  of  filling  the 
positions  of  Mayor,  County  Clerk,  County  Com- 
missioner and  Deputy  United  States  Marshal  in 
1820,  and  served  as  Colonel  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War  in  1832.  In  1824  he  represented  his  district 
in  the  Legislature,  being  elected  on  the  Whig  ticket. 
He  met  his  death  November  9,  1864,  in  a  cyclone, 
at  which  time  his  house  was  blown  down, and  many 
lives  were  lost  in  that  locality. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  mother  was 
Elizabeth  Tillotson.  She  was  born  in  Virginia, 
and  died  in  Nashville,  this  state,  in  1844.  Of 
her  family  of  eight  children,  our  subject  was  the 
fourth  in  order  of  birth,  and  is  the  only  survivor 
of  the  family.  He  remained  upon  the  home  farm 
near  Steeleville,  this  county,  until  reaching  his 
sixteenth  year,  in  the  meantime  having  received  a 
fair  education  in  the  district  school.  On  coming 
to  Chester  in  1834,  he  began  life  on  his  own  ac- 
count as  clerk  in  the  general  store  of  Holmes, 
Swanwick  ife  Co.,  with  whom  he  remained  until 
1840,  and  then  removing  to  Nashville,  opened  up 
a  store  of  his  own,  continuing  to  make  that  place 
his  home  until  1839. 

The  date  of  our  subject's  marriage  with  Miss 
Elizabeth  Cox  was  November  12,  1839.  Mrs. 
Jones  is  the  daughter  of  Richard  Cox,  a  native  of 
England,  who  came  to  the  United  States  when  a 
boy.     By  her  union  with  our  subject  she  became 


the  mother  of  three  children,  viz.:  Eunice,  now  the 
wife  of  A.  A.  Anderson,  of  Chester;  Ann  M.,  Mrs. 
A.  G.  Jones,  now  residing  in  Delphos,  Kan.,  and 
Richard,  a  book-keeper  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
Mrs.  Elizabeth  Jones  departed  this  life  in  Chester 
in  1855.  The  ladj-  whom  our  subject  married  in 
1858  was  Mrs.  Lucinda  M.  Hildretii,  »ee  Stone.  By 
this  marriage  have  been  born  two  children,  Mary, 
the  wife  of  George  Neville,  City  Treasurer  of  Ches- 
ter and  attorney-at-law,  and  Paul  G.,  a  merchant 
in  Chester.  Our  subject  is  still  engaged  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  this  city,  and  is  highly  es- 
teemed bjr  all  who  know  him. 

Mr.  Jones  relates  many  an  interesting  anecdote 
of  life  during  pioneer  times,  and  tells  how  he  trav- 
eled six  miles  to  school  in  order  to  gain  a  knowl- 
edge of  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic.  He  has 
always  been  actively  interested  in  all  that  pertains 
to  the  welfare  of  his  native  county,  and  as  a  keen 
politician  keeps  himself  well  informed  in  regard  to 
part}'  movements,  and  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Chester  Lodge 
^o.  72,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  also  connected  with 
the  Herman  G.  Reynolds  Commandery. 

"^f  OHN  MARSHALL  HOLT,  who  resides  on 
section  15,  Vergennes  Township,  Jackson 
County,  well  deserves  mention  among  the 
^^  prominent  farmers  of  this  community.  His 
life  record  is  as  follows:  He  was  born  in  Land 
Grove,  Vt.,  September  7,  1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Jo- 
seph and  Hannah  (Peabody)  Holt,  who  were  also 
natives  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  and  carpenter.  Emigrating  west- 
ward, he  located  on  Tuthill's  Prairie,  Jackson 
County,  111.,  in  the  fall  of  1835,  and  some  years 
later  purchased  a  farm  on  section  16,  Vergennes 
Township,  now  known  as  the  old  Holt  homestead. 
He  removed  thither  in  1840, and  made  it  his  home 
until  1874,  when  called  to  the  home  beyond.  His 
wife  passed  ,  away  in  1868.  They  had  fourteen 
children:  Cynthia,  wife  of  Valentine  Keath,  of 
Perry  County;  Maj^ia,  wife  of  B.  Walker,  of  Perry 
County;  Caroline,  wife  of  L.  Sweetland;  Charlotte, 
wife  of  John  Mecum,  of   Perry    County;  Putnam, 
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who  died  in  Vermont;  jQSspli,  who  married  S.irah 
J.  Mecura  and  lives  in  Perry  County;  La  Fayette, 

wlio  niarricd  Miiilha  llodiie  for  his  first  wife,  and 
afterward  wedded  .Margaret  Holt  and  died  in  18U1; 
Minerva,  who  became  the  wife  of  John  Macglou- 
chin,  .and  after  his  death  married  John  Koundtree, 
but  is  now  deceased;  Luciji^da,  deceased  wife  of 
Charles  Warner,  of  St.  Louis;  Mai:ji:,  who  died  in 
childhood;  Lucy  A.,  wife  of  John  Coply,  of  Alton; 
De  Witt,  who  married  Margaret  Pool;  and  Louisa, 
wife  of  Marshall  Nichols.  The  parents  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  in  politics  Mr. 
Holt  was  a  Democrat  until  18(j4,  after  which  he 
supported  the  Kei)ublican  party. 

Our  subject  atteuded  the  subscription  schools  of 
his  native  state,  and  remained  at  home  until  his 
marriage,  September  7,  1853,  to  Emil}'  Tuthill. 
In  18.55  he  purch.ased  his  present  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres,  and  has  made  it  his  home  since  1857. 
Mrs.  Holt  is  a  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Ar- 
nold) Tutliill.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ver- 
mont, but  after  his  marriage  lived  in  New  York 
for  many  years.  The  children  of  the  family  were: 
Sarah  IJ.,  wife  of  John  Helm;  Eliza  A.,  wife  of 
James  15rown;  Nancy  W.,  wife  of  James  McClure; 
Caroline,  wife  of  Frank  Campbell;  Samuel,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  ten;  Laura,  wife  of  George  McClure; 
Mary,  who  died  at  the  age  of  fifty-two;  Daniel; 
Phcebe,  wife  of  Andrew  Young;  Mrs.  Holt;  and 
Jane,  wife  of  Constantine  Murpliy.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  and  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  half- 
bushel  measures.  In  1856  he  came  with  his  family 
to  Jackson  County,  accompanied  by  four  brothers 
and  two  sisters:  John,  Daniel,  Cephus, 'Ixusseltf 
Hannah,  wife  of  F.  Lovejoy,  and  Sallie,  wife  of 
Thomas  Ross.  Judge  Richard  Tutliill,  of  Chicago, 
is  a  son  of  Daniel.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Holt  died 
March  20,  1859, at  his  home  on  Tuthill's  Prairie, 
and  his  wife  passed  awa^'  in  1851.  He  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics  and  a  soldier  in  the  Black  Hawk 
War.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Church, 
and  were  highly  respected  people. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holt  were  born  eight  children. 
William  A.,  born  August  2,  1855,  was  married 
December  ;i,  1884,  to  Julia  Moore,  and  has  four 
children:  Marshall,  Rub3-,  Homer  and  Eula  B.; 
Ella  M.,  born  February-  6, 1857, is  the  wifeof  John 


Quigly,  and  has  five  children:  Lillian,  Ira,  Logan, 
John  and  Gertrude;  Ora  L.,  born  February  14, 
1859,  is  the  wife  of  William  Catliey,  of  Montana, 
and  their  children  are  Earl,  Eunice  and  Gerald; 
Lucretia  J.,  born  April  18,  1861,  is  the  wife  of 
Austin  Spencer,  by  whom  she  has  four  children: 
Lee,  Bertlia.  Blanche  and  Merwin;  they  also  lost 
two  children.  Jennie  was  born  September  28,  1863, 
and  is  at  home;  Phoebe  Y.,  born  January  29,  1866, 
died  at  the  age  of  six  years;  Myrtle  E.,  born  Feb- 
ruary 26,  1868,  is  the  wife  of  James  Campbell,  and 
has  one  child,  Wilda;  Emily  E.,  born  October  12, 
1872,  is  the  wife  of  Moses  Quigley,  and  has  a 
daughter,  Myrtle. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Holt  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  in  politics  he  has  always  been  a  Re- 
publican. He  and  his  wife  now  have  a  pleasant 
home  on  their  farm,  which  is  the  abode  of  hospit- 
ality and  good  cheer.  They  have  many  friends 
throughout  the  community,  and  by  all  who  know 
them  are  held  in  the  highest  regard. 


ERDINAND  GRAH  is  one  of  the  old  and 
honored  citizens  of  Randolph  County,  and 
has  accomplished  much  good  in  his  life. 
He  is  a  native  of  Prussia,  and  was  born  June  22, 
1821.  His  parents,  Daniel  and  Caroline  (Mueller) 
Grab,  emigrated  to  America  in  1847,  and  after 
some  months  spent  in  St.  Louis,  came  to  Ran- 
dolph County,  locating  in  townshiiv  7,  range  6, 
upon  the  farm  now  owned  by  our  subject. 

The  latter  is  the  eldest  of  a  familj-  of  five  chil- 
dren. In  his  native  laud,  German}-,  he  attended  the 
common  schools  and  worked  in  the  machine  shops 
until  coming  with  his  parents  to  the  New  World. 
During  their  residence  in  St.  Louis  he  was  engaged 
in  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  he  continued  to  reside 
with  them  until  their  death,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  thirty-three  years  old.  At  that  time  he  took 
possession  of  the  old  homestead  and  began  to  work 
for  himself.  The  place  comprises  two  hundred  and 
forty  acres  of  fine  land,  which  he  has  improved 
and  cultivated  until  it  is  classed  among  the  best 
farms  in  the  township.  Here  he  raises  stock  and 
the  cereals,  from  which  he  derives  a  good  income. 
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In  1847,  he  enlisted  in  the  Mexican  War  under 
General  Price,  but  had  served  only  ten  months 
when  it  came  to  a  close  and  he  then  returned  to 
his  home. 

In  1855  Mr.  Grali  and  Miss  Mary  Herberlz  were 
united  in  marriage.  The  lady  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  but  at  the  time  of  her  marriage  was  re- 
siding in  Chester.  She  has  borne  her  husband  ten 
children,  as  follows:  Mena,  who  became  the  wife 
of  William  Pickett,  and  died  in  1878;  Tillie,  who 
married  W.  C.  Wall,  and  makes  her  home  in  St. 
Louis;  Caroline,  who  is  the  wife  of  Will  Gelike, 
and  also  lives  in  St.  Louis;  Annie,  the  wife  of  An- 
drew'Cushman,  residing  in  Arkansas;  Emma,  who 
is  at  home;  Fred,  who  married  Clem  Tindall;  Au- 
gust, who  married  Mary  Tindall;  Mary,  Mrs.  Fred 
Shilling,  of  Perry  County,  111.;  AVilliam  and  Ran- 
dolph, both  of  whom  are  unmarried.  Mr.  Grab 
and  his  famil}'  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church,  and  are  highly  respected  in  both  religious 
and  social  circles.  In  politics  our  subject  is  rather 
conservative,  and  always  supports  the  man  whom 
he  thinks  most  competent  for  the  position. 


^  ftlLLIAM  A.  JAMES,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the 
\/\l//  l^^^'i'g  physicians  of  Randolph  County. 
^if^  He  makes  his  home  in  Chester  and  is 
prominent  in  the  medical  fraternity  and  the 
business  circles  of  this  part  of  Illinois.  Born  in 
Monroe  County,  this  state,  November  10,  1854,  he 
IS  the  son  of  Austin  and  Caroline  E.  (Walker)  James, 
the  former  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  and  the 
latter  born   in  Iowa. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  who  departed  this 
life  November  18,  1892,  in  his  sixty-ninth  jear, 
was  a  lifelong  resident  of  Monroe  County  and  one 
of  its  most  prominent  and  energetic  citizens.  He 
was  the  second  child  of  James  A.James,  who,  with 
his  father,  Joseph  Austin  James,  made  Monroe 
County  his  home  in  1803.  Austin  James  was 
born  in  that  county  December  30,  1823,  and  was 
quite  young  when  he  accompanied  his  father  on 
his  removal  to  Harrisonville,  where  he  received 
his  early  education.  Later  he  attended  St.  Mary's 
College,  in  Perry  County,  Mo.,  and  in  his  seven- 


teenth year  became  a  student  in  the  St.  Louis 
University.  After  his  graduation  he  remained 
for  some  time  under  the  parental  roof,  and  when 
he  attained  his  majority,  went  west  to  Iowa,  where 
he  entered  the  mines. 

During  the  second  year  of  the  Mexican  War,  in 
1847,  Austin  James  became  a  member  of  the  Sixth 
Illinois  Regiment,  and  with  his  company  marched 
to  the  City  of  Mexico  bj'  the  way  of  New  Or- 
leans and  Vera  Cruz.  Upon  the  return  of  the 
regiment  he  received  his  honorable  discharge  at 
Alton,  whereupon  he  began  farming  at  Harrison- 
ville. In  1849  he  jiurchased  the  old  homestead, 
consisting  of  nine  hundred  acres  of  the  most  fer- 
tile bottom  land  in  the  count}'.  By  his  energy 
and  zeal  he  placed  the  entire  tract  under  the  best 
cultivation  and  erected  all  of  the  needful  farm 
buildings. 

April  14,  1852,  Austin  James  married  Miss  Car- 
oline E.  Walker,  and  of  the  six  children  born  of 
their  union  the  following  five  are  living:  Ben- 
nett, William,  Mary,  Thomas  and  Carrie.  Frank, 
the  fourth  child,  was  accidentally  killed  many 
years  ago.  During  his  entire  life  Austin  James 
was  an  unswerving  and  consistent  Democrat,  and 
cast  his  first  vote  for  Lewis  Cass  in  1848.  His 
zeal  and  activity  in  the  support  of  that  part3''s 
principles  merited  to  such  an  extent  the  recogni- 
tion of  his  party  that  he  was,  in  1864,  1872  and 
1882,  elected  to  the  Legislature,  representing  first 
the  Third  Senatorial  District,  and  later  the  Fort}-- 
eighth.  His  legislative  record  showed  at  all  limes 
that  he  was  an  active  and  useful  member  of  com- 
mittees and  always  honorably  represented  his  con- 
stituents. In  1888  he  was  elected  by  the  people 
of  Monroe  County  to  represent  them  on  the 
Count}'  Board,  and  was  serving  his  second  term 
in  that  capacity  when  his  death  occurred.  He 
was  a  devoted  and  affectionate  husband,  a  kind 
and  loving  father,  a  true  and  sincere  friend,  ever 
ready  to  aid  and  assist  the  poor,  and  possessed 
the  generosity  and  hospitality  of  a  well  bred 
southern  gentleman.  His  wife,  the  mother  of  our 
subject,  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Har- 
risonville. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  one  in  a  family  of 
four  sons  and  two  daughters,  and  received  a  good 
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education  in  tlie  schools  near  liis  iiome.  Being 
desirous  of  jraining  a  more  lliorougli  linowledge 
of  men  and  tilings,  lie  went  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in 
1875,  and  completed  a  course  of  study  in  the 
Christian  Brothers'  Academy.  After  receiving 
his  diploma  ho  taught  school  for  three  terms,  and 
with  his  earnings  was  enabled  to  carry  out  the 
ambition  of  his  life,  and  attended  medical  lectures 
in  St.  Louis.  He  was  graduated  in  IHBl  from  the 
St.  Louis  Medical  College,  and  returning  to  Ilar- 
risonville.  111.,  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his 
profession  for  twelve  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1893  he  came  to  this  city  and  now  has  a  patron- 
age that  extends  far  beyond  the  limits  of  Chester. 
The  lad3-  who  became  the  wife  of  our  subject, 
in  August,  1881,  was  known  in  her  maidenhood  as 
Mary  L.  Horine.  .She  was  born  in  Waterloo,  this 
state,  and  was  a  daughter  of  M.  T.  llorine.  To 
tlieni  has  been  born  one  child,  a  daughter,  Jessie 
C,  to  wliom  they  are  giving  a  good  education  in 
the  city  schools.  In  liis  political  relations,  the 
Doctor  always  votes  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  socially  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Monroe 
County  Medical  Society.  Me  is  now  the  physician 
of  the  Southern  Illinois  Penitentiary. 


^  UKE  GENDROJs,  whose  real  name  is  John 
I  (f3)  Baptiste  Gendron,  is  a  representative  of  one 
j|L^  of  the  oldest  families  in  the  oldest  settle- 
ment in  the  great  west.  His  father's  name,  Luke, 
was  given  to  him  at  first  as  a  nickname,  but  after- 
ward became  the  name  by  which  he  is  now  gener- 
ally known.  His  father  dying  when  our  subject 
was  but  twelve  years  old,  he  had  to  help  his  mother 
run  the  farm,  and  consequently  his  education  was 
almost  entirely  neglected.  His  paternal  grandfa- 
ther, John  Baptiste  Gendron,  was  born  in  Kaskas- 
kia  in  a  very  early  day,  liis  father  having  come 
here  from  Canada,  whither  he  had  previousl}-  emi- 
grated from  France.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  Odeille  Tullicr,  also  a  representative  of  one  of 
the  earliest  families.  Her  death  occurred  some  time 
in  the  earlj'  '50s. 

Our  subject  was  born  October  16,  1824,  in  Old 


Kaskaskia,  at  a  time  when  it  was  the  western  me- 
tropolis, a  city  of  some  fifteen  thousand  souls. 
Here  he  made  his  liomc  until  some  years  after  at- 
taining his  majority,  when  he  moved  to  the  rich 
farming  lands  near  the  town  and  began  the  life  of 
an  agriculturist,  which  has  been  his  occupation 
ever  since.  In  the  year  181G  he  married  Mary 
Rayome,  wlio  died  of  cholera  in  the  fall  of  1849, 
when  that  dread  scourge  was  raging  in  the  valley. 
Of  this  marriage  two  children  were  born,  bolli  of 
whom  are  deceased. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Gendron  united 
him  with  Mrs.  Sophie  (Buatte)  Roach,  whose  for- 
mer husband  died  about  the  time  of  Mrs.  Gend- 
ron's  death.  Of  this  union  were  born  eighteen 
children,  of  whom  seven  are  now  living.  Mrs. 
Sophie  Gendron  departed  this  life  January  30, 1877, 
and  her  body  was  interred  in  the  old"  Kaskia church 
yard;  it  was  later  moved  to  the  new  cemetery'  es- 
tablished by  the  state  on  the  hills  across  the  river, 
on  the  site  of  old  Ft.  Gage.  Our  subject  was  a  third 
time  married  February  16,  1878,  his  wife  being 
Louise  Derousse,  a  daughter  of  Peter  K.  Derousse, 
a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  Kaskas- 
kia. Of  this  marriage  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren, all  boys.  The  three  surviving  are,  John, 
AUie  and  Edmond. 

Mr.  Gendron 's  home  is  an  old  fashioned  house, 
pleasantly'  situated  on  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  as  fine  farming  land  as  may  be  found 
in  the  state.  After  two  hundred  years'  cultiva- 
tion no  perceptible  diminution  can  be  discerned 
in  its  fertility',  and  that  without  fertilization  of 
any  kind.  Like  all  of  the  old  French  on  the  Island, 
Mr.  Gendron  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church.  When  a  boy  of  fourteen 
he  carried  the  molds  used  in  malting  the  bricks  of 
which  the  old  church  was  constructed,  and  which 
are  now  being  incorporated  into  the  walls  of  the 
new  edifice;  it  is  being  erected  some  three  miles 
south  of  the  old  town,  which  will  soon  have  been 
swept  into  the  stream  of  the  "Father  of  Waters." 
Since  casting  his  first  vote  our  subject  has  been 
a  stanch  Democrat,  as  are  most  of  the  dwellers  on 
the  Island.  He  served  as  School  Trustee  for  six 
years,  when,  tiring  of  the  oflice,  he  resigned.  Many 
are  the  interesting  recollections  of  Mr.  Gendron  of 
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the  early  times,  when  Kaskaskia  was  the  center  of 
western  civilization  and  furnished  many  of  the 
noted  men  of  pioneer  days. 


E•M-5"^■M•+*; 


(il  jk  D.  HARRIS,  one  of  the  honored  citizens 
\/\J//  of  Jackson  County,  who  successfully  car- 
^^^  ries  on  farming  on  section  35,  Carbondale 
Township,  was  born  in  Saline  County,  III.,  Sep- 
tember 16,  1820,  and  is  a  son  of  Richard  and 
Hannah  (Tanner)  Harris.  Her  grandfather,  Sam- 
uel Tanner,  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolution.  Both 
parents  were  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
father  was  a  soldier  in  tlie  War  of  1812.  They 
were  married  in  Kentucky,  and  in  1820  emigrated 
to  Saline  Count}',  111.,  then  a  part  of  Gallatin 
County,  becoming  honored  pioneers  of  that  lo- 
cality, where  they  resided  until  1830,  when  they 
removed  to  Williamson  County  and  began  open- 
ing up  another  wild  farm.  Mr.  Harris  died  in 
1835,  but  his  wife  long  survived  him,  passing avvay 
in  1874.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Ciiurch. 
In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  Seven  of  their 
fourteen  children  are  yet  living. 

Upon  the  home  farm  our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood,  and  for  about  three  months  in  the  year 
he  usually  attended  school,  his  education  being 
thus  acquired.  He  also  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade  in  his  j-outh,  and  followed  it  for  some  years. 
On  the  29th  of  December,  1840,  he  married  Miss 
Sarah  Maria  Robertson,  who  has  indeed  been  a 
faithful  companion  and  helpmate  to  him  on  life's 
journe}-.  She  was  born  in  Saline  County,  111., 
and  her  parents,  Mark  and  Mary  (Burns)  Robert- 
son, were  natives  of  Alabama.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation  and  served  in  the  War  of 
1812  under  General  .Jackson.  The  maternal  grand- 
father was  a  native  of  Scotland,  and  was  a  rela- 
tive of  Robert  Burns,  the  poet. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  were  married  in  Ala- 
bama, thence  removed  to  Tennessee,  and  about 
1819  settled  on  wild  land  in  Saline  County,  111. 
In  1832  the}'  went  to  Gallatin  Count}',  and  in 
1835  removed  to  Tazewell  County,  where  the  death 
of  the  father  occurred  in  1836.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  until  1861.  They  were  the  parents  of 
ten  children,  three  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Mark, 


of  Wright  County,  Mo.,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Black  Hawk  War,  and  for  twelve  years  has  been  a 
Presiding  Elder  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church; 
William,  of  Franklin  Count}-;  and  Mrs.  Harris, 
who  was  born  October  1,  1822. 

Our  subject  and  his  wife  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  an  unbroken  tract  of  laud,  but  he  soon  made  it 
a  productive  farm.  In  April,  1855,  they  took  up 
their  residence  in  Carbondale,  Jackson  County, 
where  Mr.  Harris  followed  carpentering  for  nine- 
teen years.  He  enlisted  May  16,  1861,  in  Com- 
pany K,  Eighteenth  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  pro- 
moted to  be  Corporal  and  afterward  to  be  Sergeant. 
He  was  first  sent  to  Mound  City,  111.,  thence  to 
Cairo,  and  from  thereon  to  the  front.  He  was  one 
of  the  advance  guard  at  Ft.  Henry,  and  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Ft.  Donelson,  Pittsburg  Landing 
and  Jackson.  lie  was  detailed  to  run  a  fleet  on  the 
Mississippi  River  under  General  Elliott,  and  had 
three  rams  in  that  fleet — "Queen  of  the  West," 
"Lancaster"  and  "Monarch."  He  was  never  cap- 
tured or  wounded,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
June  7,  1864,  in  Springfield. 

Mr.  Harris  then  returned  to  his  home  in  Carbon- 
dale, and  continued  to  engage  in  carpentering  until 
1874,  when  he  removed  to  his  farm,  which  he  has 
since  greatly  improved.  He  owns  one  hundred  and 
SIX  and  two-thirds  acres  cf  land,  of  which  seventy 
acres  are  under  the  plow.  He  has  recently  erected 
a  comfortable  residence  in  Carbondale  at  a  cost 
of  $1,500.  Though  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  have 
never  had  any  children,  they  have  cared  for  and 
reared  Belle  Mitchell  from  childhood.  Both  are 
faithful  members  of  tiie  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  has  served  .as  Trustee  and  Steward. 
He  has  also  been  Superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  He  has  never  chewed  tobacco  but  once, 
and  fort}-two  years  have  passed  since  he  has 
tasted  liquor  as  a  beverage.  His  life  has  indeed 
been  an  honorable  one  and  is  well  worthy  of  emu- 
lation. Socially,  he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and 
has  been  Treasurer  of  the  blue  lodge.  He  also 
belongs  to  the  Grand  Army  post  of  Carbondale. 
In  politics  he  is  a  stalwart  Republican,  and  he 
has  served  as  Alderman  of  Carbondale. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Harris  have  a  large  circle  of 
friends    and    acquaintances,   and    are    highly    re- 
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garded  by  all.  On  tlie  29tii  of  December,  18!I0, 
they  celebrated  their  golden  wedding,  for  fifty 
years  had  passed  since  they  started  out  on  life's 
journey  together.  The  following  poem  was  writ- 
ten in  conimemoration  of  the  event: 

Just  fifty  years  ago,  dear  wife. 

Since  you  and  I  were  wed. 
To-day's  our  golden  wedding  day. 

Where  can  the  years  have  lied? 

Am  I  tiiat  shy  and  awkward  youth. 

Are  you  that  maiden  fair. 
With  silver  threads  among  the  curls 

That  once  was  golden  hair.' 

I  never  can  forget  the  day 

That  made  you  all  my  own. 
Your  lips  like  tempting  ciierries  ripe, 

Your  cheeks  like  roses  blown. 

Your  sweet  eyes  shining  bright  as  stars 

In  fancy  j'et  I  see. 
And  you  that  day  tiian  all  the  world 

Were  dearer  far  to  me. 

And  yet,  dear  heart,  I  know  that  I 

Love  better  far  to-day. 
Than  e'en  I  loved  that  maiden  fair, 

The  wife's  tiiat's  old  and  gray. 

And  I  will  pray  that  you  and  I 

May  walk  life's  golden  sands 
Until  we  reach  that  belter  place. 

The  house  not  made  with  hands. 


OL.  E.  A.  WELLS,  an  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive citizen  of  Muiphysboro,  and 
Treasurer  of  the  Egy|)tian  Real  Estate  and 
Collecting  Agencj-,  has  the  honor  of  being  a  na- 
tive of  Illinois.  He  was  born  August  13, 1858,  near 
Du  (iuoin,  which  locality  was  the  birthplace  of  his 
father,  Ferdinand  Wells.  His  grandfather,  Lewis 
Wells,  was  born  in  North  Carolina,  and  in  1815, 
with  his  father,  Lewis  Wells,  Sr.,  settled  in  Perry 
Count}'.  He  became  one  of  its  honored  pioneers 
and  a  iirominent  and  successful  farmer.  He  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  and  died  in  Perry  County. 
His  wife  was  a  relative  of  Zacharv  Taj'lor. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  reared  in  his  na- 
tive county,  and  in  1862  entered  the  country's 
service   as  Sergeant  of  Company    K,   Eighty-first 


Infantrj'.  He  participated  in  eighteen  battles,  in- 
cluding the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  the  Red  River  ex- 
pedition and  the  Mobile  campaign.  When  the 
war  was  over,  he  resumed  farming  in  Perry  Coun- 
ty, and  in  1872  went  to  Grand  Tower,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  in  connection  with 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1885.  He  then  em- 
barked in  merchandising  in  Ava,  and  in  1887  came 
to  Murphysboro.  Here  his  wife  died  in  that  year, 
and  in  1889  he  married  a  ladj' from  Kankakee.  In 
1891  he  was  appointed  a  guard  of  the  Southern 
Illinois  Penitentiary,  where  he  remained  until 
March,  1893.  He  is  now  living  in  Kankakee.  He 
is  a  highly  respected  man  and  takes  a  prominent 
part  in  the  work  of  the  Grand  Array  of  the  Re- 
public. 

Ferdinand  Wells  first  wedded  Mary  C.  Rees,  a 
native  of  Perry  County,  and  a  daughter  of  Judge 
E.  T.  Rees,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  count}-,  wiio 
removed  thither  from  Kentuck}'.  He  served  in 
the  Black  Hawk  War,  and  became  an  extensive 
and  successful  farmer.  For  many  years  he  was  Jus- 
tice of  the  Peace;  and  was  also  Associate  Judge  of 
Perry  County.  His  death  occurred  there  in  1877. 
His  son  Lycurgus,  of  Du  Ciuoin,  was  a  Captain  in 
the  late  war,  and  his  brother  R.  G.,  now  of  Idaho, 
was  a  Lieutenant;  another  brother,  John,  was  a 
Colonel  and  was  killed  while  leading  his  men  at 
the  siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  also  in  tlie  Mexi- 
can War.  The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject, 
Hampton  Rees,  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Perry  County,  and  for  him  Rees  Creek  was  named. 
The  family  was  of  Welsh  descent,  and  the  Wells 
family  was  of  Scotch  lineage. 

Colonel  Wells  has  one  brother,  W.  D.,  now  City 
Marshal  of  Ava.  Our  subject  was  reared  m  Perry 
Count}'  and  Grand  Tower,  and  after  attending  tlie 
common  schools  was  a  student  in  the  De  Soto 
Teachers'  Institute,  lie  received  a  teacher's  cer- 
tificate in  1876,  but  did  not  begin  teaching  until 
two  years  later.  In  January,  1879,  he  won  the 
highest  standing  for  cadctship  in  a  class  of  seven- 
teen competitors  and  immediately  entered  West 
Point,  where  he  continued  for  a  year.  He  then 
returned  home,  and  for  three  terms  taught  school 
near  Du  t^uoin.  In  December,  1882,  he  was  ap- 
pointed Deputy  Sheriff  by  M.  A.  Ross,  and  after  a 
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four  years'  term  was  elected  on  the  Republican 
ticket  as  Sheriff  by  the  largest  majority  that  liad 
been  given  for  years.  lie  did  faithful  service  in 
the  office  and  had  some  arduous  duties  to  perform. 

In  1886  Mr.  Wells  wedded  Miss  Sudie  Cliilds, 
daughter  of  James  Ciiilds,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo. 
They  have  four  children,  Joseph  V.,  Edward  A., 
Lulu  and  Emma.  In  December,  1890,  Mr.  Wells 
became  connected  with  the  Egyptian  Real  instate. 
Collection  and  Investment  Company,  of  which  he 
has  since  been  Treasurer.  He  is  also  interested 
in  farming  lands  in  Carbondale  and  Pomona 
Townships,  and  owns  considerable  cit3' property  in 
Murphysboro. 

Colonel  Wells  takes  great  interest  in  civic  so- 
cieties. In  1883  he  joined  the  Odd  Fellows' lodge 
at  Mt.  Carbon,  and  has  filled  all  its  offices.  He 
was  one  of  the  organizers  of  Jackson  Camp  No. 
113,  S.  v.,  served  as  its  Captain  during  the  first 
two  terms,  and  in  August,  1890,  attended  the 
state  encampment,  where  he  was  appointed  Major 
to  fill  a  vacancy.  He  was  then  elected  a  member 
of  the  Division  Council  of  Illinois,  and  at  the  en- 
campment in  Jacksonville,  in  1890,  was  elected  a 
delegate  to  the  national  encampment  by  a  very 
flattering  majority.  At  the  encampment  in  Deca- 
tur, in  1891,  he  was  elected  without  opposition  as 
delegate-at-large  to  the  national  encampment  at 
Minneapolis,  was  Chairman  of  the  delegation,  and 
had  the  honor  of  seconding  the  nomination  of 
Marvin  E.  Hall  for  commander-in-chief.  In  1892, 
at  the  state  encampment  in  Bushnell,  he  was 
elected  Division  Commander  of  Illinois,  and  at^ 
tended  the  national  encampment  at  Helena,  Mont., 
where  he  took  a  prominent  stand  to  uphold  the 
Sons  of  Veterans'  Guards.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  the  Uniformed  Rank,  and 
at  the  organization  of  the  Sixth  Regiment  of  the 
Illinois  Brigade  in  East  St.  Louis,  in  1889,  was 
elected  its  Colonel,  and  has  served  as  such  con- 
tinuously since.  He  attended  the  Supreme  Lodge 
in  Milwaukee  in  1890,  and  the  brigade  encamp- 
ment in  Springfield,  111.,  in  1891.  In  1890  he 
became  Senior  Colonel  of  the  Illinois  Brigade, 
and  in  1892  he  attended  the  Supreme  Lodge 
at  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  at  the  head  of  his  regi- 
ment.    He  has  risen  in  rank  through  zeal  and  effi- 


ciency, and  has  become  prominent  throughout  the 
country  in  connection  with  his  work  in  the  various 
civic  organizations.  For  years  he  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Republican  Committee,  has  been 
Chairman  of  the  executive  committee,  and  has 
three  times  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  state  con- 
ventions. 

^^  EORGE  W.  STALEY.  Among  the  thriving 
III  f-—  establishments  of  which  Chester  possesses 
^^jjl  her  due  proprotion  may  be  numbered  the 
tailoring  establishment  conducted  by  the  gentle- 
man whose  name  introduces  this  sketch.  Mr. 
Staley  launched  out  in  this  business  in  1875,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  grown  in  popularity  and 
has  acquired  an  enviable  reputation  as  a  man  of 
honor  and  excellent  judgment. 

August  12,  1816,  our  subject  was  born  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  Va.,  to  Peter  and  Christiana  (Krepps) 
Stale}'.  The  father,  who  was  a  millwright  by  trade, 
was  the  son  of  Stephen  Staley,  of  German  descent, 
while  on  his  maternal  side  his  ancestors  came  from 
Holland.  Our  subject's  father  dying  when  he  was 
a  lad  of  eight  years,  he  was  not  permitted  to  attend 
school  much  after  that  time,  and  being  obliged 
to  earn  his  own  living,  apprenticed  himself  to 
learn  the  tailor's  trade. 

Having  heard  such  glowing  accounts  of  the  coun- 
try further  west,  our  subject  in  1837  went  to  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  a  short  time  in  Cincinnati,  and 
the  same  year  came  to  Randolph  County.  Settling 
in  Kaskaskia,  he  opened  a  shop  and  commenced  to 
work  at  his  trade,  continuing  thus  engaged  for  ten 
years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  embarked 
in  tlie  general  mercantile  business  in  the  same 
place,  and  was  there  residing  when,  in  November, 
1867,  he  sustained  a  heavy  loss  by  the  burning  of 
his  store  and  stock  of  goods,  on  which  he  carried 
but  little  insurance. 

In  1870,  the  date  of  Mr.  Staley 's  advent  into 
this  city,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  Charles 
Wassell,  and  for  four  years  they  continued  to  carry 
on  a  merchant  tailoring  establishment.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  disposed  of  his  interest  in  the 
business  to  his  partner,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  sue- 
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ceeding  year  opened  a  sliop  of  liis  own,  wliicli  lie 
"is  coiuhicting  at  tlie  present  tin\e. 

June  1,  181.'5,  (Jeorge  W.  Slaley  and  Miss  Har- 
riet L.  Feanian  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs. 
Staley  was  horn  in  Kaskaskia,  this  county,  and  was 
a  daugiiter  of  Jacol)  and  Sarah  Feanian.  Their 
union  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  cliildren, 
of  whom  two  sons  and  two  daughters  are  still  liv- 
ing, viz.:  Clarence  L.,  who  is  in  the  insurance  busi- 
ness; William  M.,  who  is  at  present  engaged  in  the 
mills  of  H.  C.  Cole  S:  Co.;  Laura,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Abel  .Jones,  and  Hattie  L.,  who  is  keeping  liouse 
for  her  father.  Mrs.  Staley,  who  was  a  most  estima- 
ble woman,  departed  this  life  December  9,  1889. 

Our  subject  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  sup- 
ports that  party  not  only  by  his  ballot,  but  also  by 
his  influence  and  the  presentation  of  his  party's 
principles  to  his  accjuainlances.  He  has  been 
called  upon  by  his  fellow-towusmen  to  represent 
them  in  various  positions  of  trust,  and  for  twelve 
years  served  as  Alderman  of  Chester.  Socially,  he 
is  a  member  of  Kaskaskia  Lodge  No.  86,  A.  F.  <fe  A. 
M.,  of  which  he  was  Master  for  over  a  quarter  of  a 
century.  He  is  connected  with  Herman  (i.  Rey- 
nolds Chapter  No.  84,  R.  A.  M.,  and  Itandolph 
Council  No.  It,  and  is  also  an  influential  member 
of  Cyrine  Commandery  No.  '2;$,  at  Ccnlralia. 
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IRA  GILBERT,  one  of  the  honored  pioneers  of 
Monroe  County,  now  lives  on  section  35, 
township  4,  range  9  west.  From  a  very  early 
day  he  has  been  identified  with  the  history  of  this 
community.  He  has  seen  it  in  its  primitive  con- 
ditit)n,  when  the  land  was  wild  and  wiieii  wolves 
bowled  around  the  cabin  door.  He  has  borne  his 
part  in  the  work  of  transformation  and  develop- 
ment, and  therefore  well  deserves  representation 
in  this  volume. 

Mr.  Gilbert  was  born  in  Chittenden  County, 
Vt.,  March  4,  IH  1(1,  and  is  a  son  of  Jili  and  Susan 
(Gale)  Gill)ert.  When  he  was  four  years  of  age 
his  parents  removed  to  New  York,  locating  first  in 
Seneca,  and  afterward  in  Geneva,  where  the  father 
worked  at  his  trade  of  a  clothier  for  about  two 
years.     He  then  look  his  family  to  Ohio,  and  spent 


the  succeeding  ten  years  of  his  life  in  Washington 
County.  There  he  bought  some  school  land,  and 
Ira  Gilbert  also  entered  a  tract  of  eighty  acres.  In 
1839  the  family  removed  to  Jefferson  County,  111., 
where  land  was  purchased  and  entered,  and  there 
the  father  spent  his  remaining  days.  His  death 
occurred  October  7,  1879.  His  wife,  who  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Susanna  Gilbert,  and  was  born 
October  1.3,  1792,  died  July  11,  1865.  They  had 
a  family  of  seventeen  children,  of  whom  six  sons 
and  a  daughter  are  yet  living.  Mr.  Gilbert  be- 
came one  of  the  extensive  farmers  of  Jefferson 
County,  111.  In  politics  he  was  first  a  Whig,  and 
afterward  a  Republican.  He  and  his  wife  were 
members  of  the  Universalist  Ciiurch,  and  were 
highly  respected  citizens. 

Our  subject  accompanied  his  parents  on  their 
various  removals,  and  aided  his  father  in  tlie  line 
of  work  in  which  he  was  engaged.  At  the  age  of 
eighteen  j-ears  he  entered  the  eight^'-jiore  tract 
above  mentioned,  this  being  during  the  adminis- 
tration of  Andrew  Jackson.  He  was  then  work- 
ing for  O.  R.  Loring,  of  Belpre,  Ohio,  receiving  a 
salary  of  !J>10  per  month.  In  November,  1830,  he 
married  Salome  Dils,  a  native  of  Parkersburg,  W. 
Ya.,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Dils,  who  was  a 
saddler  by  trade.  In  1838  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gil- 
bert came  to  Illinois  and  took  up  their  residence  in 
Monroe  County,  where  he  entered  from  the  Gov- 
ernment one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  wild 
land,  upon  which  he  yet  resides,  although  the  im- 
proved farm  of  to-day  bears  little  resemblance  to 
the  uncultivated  tract  of  that  time.  Altogether 
he  has  entered  about  two  hundred  and  ninety 
acres.  He  has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life,  and  suc- 
cess has  crovvned  his  efforts.  At  one  time  he 
owned  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  but  recently  sold  one  hundred  and  ten 
acres. 

In  1889  Mr.  Gilbert  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  on  the  13th  of  .lune. 
She  was  a  most  estimable  lady,  and  was  held  in 
high  regard  by  all.  Thej'  were  the  parents  of  five 
children,  four  of  whom  are  yet  living:  Lavina, 
wife  of  Andiew  Netzel,  of  Nebraska;  Mary,  wife 
of  Eli  Roy,  of  Mt.  Vernon,  111.;  Diantha,  wife  of 
Sylvester  Haynes,  a  resident  of  California;  and 
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Aflfa,  wife  of  William  Dinan.     They  reside   witb 
lier  father. 

INIr.  Gilbert  has  followed  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  is  also  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of 
cheese.  The  success  of  iiis  life  has  been  achieved 
through  his  own  efforts,  and  his  labors  in  former 
years  now  enable  him  to  be  surrounded  by  com- 
forts and  luxuries.  He  belongs  to  the  Universalist 
Church,  as  did  iiis  wife.  In  politics  he  is  a  stal- 
wart Republican.  His  career  has  been  an  upright, 
honorable  one,  and  he  has  the  confidence  and  good 
will  of  all  with  whom  business  or  social  relations 
have  brought  him  in  contact.  His  example  is  in- 
deed worthy  of  emulation. 
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ZEKIEL  C.   KERR  and    BROTHERS,  resi- 
dents of  lot  26,  second  sub-division,  Kaskas- 


E 

''I — -^  kia  Point,  Randolph  County.  Ezekiel  is  a 
native  of  Penns3'lvania,  and  was  born  in  York 
County,  December  28,  1848.  He  is  a  son  of  James 
and  Elizabeth  (Krall)  Kerr,  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  father  died  m  1873,  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eiglit  years;  and  the  mother  in  1874,  when 
sixty-four  years  old.  They  lie  buried  in  the  cem- 
eteries at  Dillsburg  and  Siddonsburg,  Pa.,  respect- 
ively. 

Young  Ezekiel  attended  the  district  schools  in 
his  native  count}',  and  remained  at  home  until  his 
twentieth  j'ear.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  never  been 
from  home  a  fortnight  in  his  life.  With  the  in- 
tention of  going  to  Missouri  he  and  his  brother 
George  left  home  early  in  August,  1871,  and  jour- 
neyed to  St.  Louis.  Instead  of  locating  immedi- 
ately' in  Missouri,  the  bo.ys  came  to  Randolph 
County,  where  their  brother  James  had  planted  a 
crop  of  wheat  near  Ellis  Grove,  and  after  harvest- 
ing it  they  all  three  intended  to  go  to  their  former 
destination.  They  journeyed  about  twenty-five 
miles  northwest  of  Rolla,  but  seeing  nothing  but 
broken  hilly  land  they  started  back  on  foot,  re- 
turning to  Illinois.  Here  following  their  first  crop 
with  another  in  the  fall  of  1873,  they  secured  a 
farm  south  of  Ellis  Grove,  which  they  occupied 
two  years  and  then  moved  to  the  west  side  of  the 
Okaw  River,  taking  a  fifty  years'  lease  in  two  hun- 


dred and  eighty-five  acres  in  the  second  and  third 
survej's  of  Old  Kaskaskia  Commons.  Here  the  three* 
brotliers  operated  in  partnership  until  1882,  when 
James  withdrew  from  the  company,  intending  to 
locate  in  Kansas.  Finding  nothing  to  suit  him 
there,  he  wandered  down  into  tiie  Indian  Territory', 
but  soon  returned  as  far  east  as  Douglas  County, 
Mo.,  where  he  took  up  a  homestead  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres.  After  a  fortnight's  residence 
James  started  for  Kaskaskia,  and  fulh'  expected  to 
return  to  his  claim,  but  has  now  abandoned  it  alto- 
gether, and  is  with  his  brothers  again.  George  and 
Ezekiel  have  never  been  separated  since  their  first 
departure  for  the  west. 

James  A.  Kerr  was  born  December  25,  1843,  and 
was  married  December  21,  1886,  to  Miss  Mary,  a 
daughter  of  Sterling  and  Clarinda  (Craig)  Adair, 
residents  of  Randolph  County.  To  them  were 
born  two  children,  Ruth  A.,  who  died  in  infancy, 
and  George  W.,  born  September  18,  1892. 

April  27,  1893,  Ezekiel  Kerr  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Susan  McDonald,  the  widow  of 
Benjamin  McDonald,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Lucinda  (llinkle)  Hudson,  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Missouri,  respectively.  The  date  of  her 
birth  is  November  15,  1852.  The  brother  George 
has  never  been  married.^  and  with  the  family  is  a 
member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church  at  Pu- 
jol. All  the  brotliers  are  stanch  advocates  of  the 
Democracy,  and  support  its  principles  by  their  in- 
fluence and  vote. 
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M.  BROWNING  is  the  President  of  the 
Union  Coal  Company,  and  the  leading  mer- 
chant  of  Du  Quoin.  He  was  born  in  Frank- 
^^^  lin  County,  111.,  April  4,  1859,  and  is  a  son 
of  William  R.  Browning,  who  was  one  of  tiie  pio- 
neer merchants  of  Benton,  and  one  of  the  leading 
citizens  of  that  place.  He  look  quite  an  active 
part  in  local  politics,  but  was  cut  off  from  a  useful 
career  by  his  death  in  early  manhood,  in  1865. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Lydia  Drv, 
was  born  in  Perry  County,  111.,  and  is  now  living 
in   Franklin   County.     In   their  family'  were  four 
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sons  who  grew  to  manhood,  the  eldest  being  D. 
M.,  who  was  County  Judge  of  Franklin  County-, 
and  Circuit  Judge  of  the  district.  He  was  upon 
liie  Heiicli  for  twelve  years,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  able  attorneys  of  southern  Illinois. 
He  is  a  leading  Denaocratic  politician,  and  is  now 
conunissioner  of  Indian  affairs  in  Washington,  D. 
C,  to  which  position  he  was  aiipointed  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland.  William  R.  is  a  mercliant  of  Ben- 
ton, 111.,  and  L.  A.  is  connected  with  the  Eli 
Walker  Dry  Goods  Compan}'  of  St.  Louis. 

Mr.  Browning  whose  name  heads  this  record 
received  his  school  privileges  prior  to  tlie  age  of 
fifteen  years,  wiicii  he  started  out  in  life  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world.  Since  that  lime  he  has 
been  dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  so  that 
whatever  success  he  li!is  achieved  through  the 
past  years  is  due  to  his  own  efforts.  Coming  to 
Du  C^uoin  when  a  youth  f)f  fifteen,  he  began  clerk- 
ing in  a  store,  where  he  was  employed  until  eigh- 
teen years  of  age,  when  with  the  capital  he  had  ac- 
quired through  industr3',  economy  and  persever- 
ance, he  embarked  in  the  grocer}-  business  on  his 
own  account.  Since  that  time  he  has  prospered, 
and  although  but  a  young  man  of  thirty-six  years, 
he  is  one  of  tiie  most  extensive  business  men  of 
Du  Quoin,  and  aside  from  his  store  he  is  regarded 
as  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  of  the  countj'.  He 
is  now  President  of  four  large  coal  mines,  which 
are  operated  under  the  name  of  the  Union  Mines, 
being  associated  in  the  ownersliip  of  the  same  with 
leading  citizens  of  Du  C^uoin  and  St.  Louis.  He 
is  also  one  of  the  owners  of  the  Du  Quoin  Gas 
Works,  is  connected  with  a  coal  company  of  St. 
Louis,  and  has  large  property  interests  in  Du 
Quoin. 

In  1879  Mr.  Browning  was  married  to  Miss 
Lillia  Frizzell.  Her  father  was  a  wealtiiy  merchant 
of  Du  Quoin,  but  died  when  the  daughter  was 
quite  j-oung.  Siie  has  one  brother,  J.  II.  Frizzell, 
an  extensive  clothing  dealer  of  Du  Quoin.  Like 
the  other  members  of  his  family,  Mr.  Browning  is 
a  Democrat,  bntiias  never  sought  or  desired  jjublic 
ottice.  Few  men  have  done  more  to  make  Du 
Quoin  the  thriving  city  of  to-day  than  our  sub- 
ject, and  his  name  is  inse|)arably  connected  with 
its  upbuilding.     At  the  age  of  fifteen,  Mr.  Brown- 


ing started  out  in  life  for  himself  with  no  other 
capital  than  good  health,  a  fair  education,  a  sound 
judgment  and  a  determination  to  succeed  in  what- 
ever he  undertook.  Upon  this  foundation  his  for- 
tune was  built  by  bis  own  labors. 
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EV.  THEODORE  A.  SAUPERT,  pastor  of 

St.  Mark's  Lutheran  Church,  which  position 
^\    lie  has  filled  since  1889,  to   the  satisfaction 

of  his  entire  congregation,  was  born  in 
Evansville,  Ind.,  on  the  8th  of  Februaij-,  180(1. 
His  parents  were  Rev.  Andrew  J.  and  Wilhelmina 
(Schultze)  Saupert.  In  their  family  he  was  the 
third  in  order  of  birth.  His  father  was  a  native 
of  Baireuth,  Bavaria,  and  was  educated  in  Ger- 
many, at  Basel  and  Eriangen.  He  fitted  himself 
for  the  work  of  the  ministry  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  with  the  desire  to  labor  in  the  minis- 
terial field  of  America  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
this  continent  and  accepted  the  pastorate  of  the 
church  in  Columbus,  Ohio.  He  learned  the  English 
language  after  his  emigration  to  this  country. 
Spending  one  year  in  Columbus,  he  then  accepted 
a  call  to  Evansville,  Ind.  This  was  in  June,  1815. 
He  took  charge  of  Trinity-  Church  at  that  place, 
and  continued  as  its  pastor  for  the  long  period  of 
forty-eight  consecutive  j'ears,  respected  and  be- 
loved b3'  all  who  knew  him.  He  was  a  power  for 
good  in  that  community,  and  his  influence  will 
ever  live  in  the  lives  of  those  who  were  under  his 
pastoral  guidance.  He  suffered  a  stroke  of  paraly- 
sis, and  died  in  Evansville,  in  .lul}',  1893.  His 
widow  still  survives  him,  and  is  3'et  living  in  that 
place. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  acquired  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  his  native  town,  attending 
the  German,  public  and  private  schools.  He  thus 
acquired  a  good  education.  Determining  to  follow 
in  the  professional  footsteps  of  his  father,  he  began 
studying  for  the  ministry.  He  attended  Concordia 
College  of  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  for  si.v  years,  making 
a  thorough  study  of  the  classics,  and  then  entered 
Concordia  .Seminar^'  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he 
remained  for  three  \ears.  His  first  call  was  from 
the  church    in    Steeleville,  III.,  in    1889.     He  ac- 
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cepted  it  and  became  pastor  of  St.  Mark's  Lutlieran 
Cliurcli,  of  whicli  he  has  now  liad  charge  for  four 
years.  The  gifts  of  the  father  seem  to  have  de- 
scended to  the  son.  He  wins  not  only  tlie  love  and 
confidence  of  his  own  congregation,  but  also  has 
the  high  regard  of  other  denominations.  He  is  a 
brilliant  young  man,  successful  in  the  pulpit  and 
in  his  labors  among  the  people. 

On  the  loth  of  January,  1891,  Rev.  Mr.  Saupert 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Emma  A.  Baeh- 
mann,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  George  and  Amanda 
(Duebel)  Bachmann,of  Evansville,  Ind.  Her  father 
was  a  pioneer  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and  her  mother 
died  in  that  city  in  1873.  Mrs.  Saupert  is  to  her 
husband  a  faithful  companion  and  lielpmate,  and 
aids  him  greatly  in  his  labors  b}-  her  sympathy  and 
encouragement.  She  is  a  highly  accomplished  lady, 
and  for  four  j-ears  resided  in  Regensburg,  Bavaria, 
where  she  devoted  her  attention  to  classical  music, 
literature  and  domestic  studies.  In  politics  Mr. 
Saupert  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  but  his 
entire  time  and  attention  are  given  to  the  work  of 
the  ministry. 
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OHN  A.  McNERNEY,  who  follows  farming 
on  section  3,  Vergennes  Township,  Jackson 
County,  was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  May 
19,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Joshua  McNerney, 
who  was  an  officer  in  Dublin  Castle,  and  held  that 
position  until  his  death,  in  1868.  He  was  married 
in  Dublin  to  Margaret  Welch,  and  to  them  were 
born  the  following  children:  Joshua,  John;  Annie, 
wife  of  Peter  Mernah,  who  was  a  I'nion  soldier, 
and  was  killed  at  Norfolk,  Va.;  Margaret, deceased; 
Mar)-,  who  died  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  and 
Thomas,  who  is  an  actor. 

Mr.  McNerney  of  this  sketch  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic in  1848,  and  for  a  time  lived  in  Roudout,  N.  Y., 
On  the  Hudson,  and  attended  school  in  New  York 
Cit3'  at  night.  During  his  youth  he  eng.aged  in 
selling  "Thompson's  Bank  Note  Reporter,"  and  in 
1851  was  thus  employed  in  New  York  Cit}',  where 
he  frequently  saw  Horace  Greeley.  He  also  there 
heard  one  of  the  famous  speeches  of  Daniel  Web- 
ster. He  there  lived  when  Kossuth  came  to  this 
country,  and  saw  the  welcome  extended  the  patriot 


defender  of  Poland.  In  1856  Mr.  McNerney  went 
to  Stephenson,  near  Frederickstown,  Me.,  and  from 
there  to  St.  John,  New  Brunswick,  whence  he 
sailed  for  Liverpool,  England.  After  visiting  his 
parents  for  a  \'ear,  he  returned  to  America  in  1857, 
at  the  time  the  bread  riots  were  occurring  in  New 
York. 

In  1858  our  subject  emigrated  to  Rock  Island 
County,  111.,  and  there  heard  an  address  by  Abra- 
ham Lincoln.  The  following  winter  was  spent  in 
New  Orleans,  and  in  May  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  but 
after  a  month  made  his  via.y  to  Cairo,  III.,  which 
then  contained  only  a  few  houses  in  the  midst  of  a 
swamp.  Going  to  Pulaski,  he  worked  in  a  sawmill 
for  a  month,  after  which  he  came  to  Vergennes 
Township,  Jackson  Count)',  where  he  was  employed 
as  a  farm  hand  by  E.  T.  Ross.  In  1861*  he  enlisted 
for  the  late  war,  in  Compan}-  B,  Seventh  Illinois 
Infantry,  which  was  the  first  regiment  that  left  the 
state.  After  being  discharged  on  account  of  phy- 
sical disability,  he  served  as  ward  master  of  the 
hospital  in  Mound  City.  He  received  a  letter 
signed  by  the  surgeons  and  officers  of  the  hospital, 
expressing  their  warm  regard  for  him  and  their 
regret  at  his  removal  from  that  post.  He  also 
served  a  year  as  watchman  in  the  commissarj'  de- 
partment at  Cairo,  was  in  the  quartermaster's  de- 
partment at  Benton  Barracks,  St.  Louis,  and  there 
remained  for  six  months,  when  he  was  taken  ill, 
and  in  1864  resigned.  On  his  return  to  Vergennes 
Township,  he  took  up  farming,  which  he  now 
follows. 

On  the  27th  of  December,  1862,  Mr.  McNerney 
married  Sarah  J.  Porter,  who  was  born  in  Gallia 
County,  Ohio,  January  31, 1837.  Her  father,  Rus- 
sell Sumner  Porter,  was  born  in  Ohio,  October  12, 
1802,  and  emigrated  to  Du  Quoin,  111.,  in  1844. 
Three  years  later  he  came  to  Jackson  County  and 
improved  a  farm,  upon  which  he  resided  until  his 
death.  May  15,  1871.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Dorothy  Burnham,  and  was  born  April  20, 
1802.  At  the  .age  of  sixteen  she  came  with  the 
family  to  Illinois,  and  w.as  married  in  1825.  Their 
children  are,  Benjamin,  born  February  11,  1826; 
Eliphaz,  September  4,  1827;  John  B.,  August  4, 
1829;  Solomon  A.,  April  7,  1833;  Lauren  R.,  De- 
cember 11,    1834;    Sarah    J.,   January    31,   1837; 
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Phoebe  K.,  January  17,  1839,  and  Iliiam  II.,  March 
19,  184.'?.  The  motlier  of  this  family  died  June  12. 
1877.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  .1.  A.  McNerney  became  the 
liarenls  of  five  children.  Margaret  D.,  born  April 
9,  1861,  was  married  .Inly  29,  1888,  to  T.  C. 
llughey,  who  lives  in  Champaign,  111.,  and  has  two 
children,  Genevieve,  born  November  28,  1890,  and 
Mildred,  July  10.  1892.  Wilbur,  who  was  born 
January  2.1,  lHfi(),died  August  2',i,  1868;  Pha?be  J. 
was  born  July  28,  1870;  and  Eleanor,  August  23, 
1873.  Jackson  A.,  born  November  .30,  1877,  died 
March  21,  1879. 

In  1880  Mr.  McNerney  purchased  the  old  family 
homestead  of  the  Porters,  and  has  since  resided 
thereon.  He  is  a  member  of  Du  Quoin  Post  No. 
106,  G.  A.  II.,  and  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason.  In 
politics  he  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican, 
and  has  held  all  of  the  township  ofKces  with  the 
exception  of  Supervisor.  He  is  now  acceptabl3' 
serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was  also  Post- 
master at  Vergennes  for  some  time,  and  was  in- 
strumental in  establishing  the  office  at  this  place. 
He  received  a  commission  from  Walter  (J.  Gresham 
when  he  was  Postmaster-General.  He  aided  in 
procuring  postal  service  on  the  railroad  through 
this  locality,  and  in  recognition  of  his  service  the 
company  gave  him  a  two  years'  pass  over  their 
road.  He  has  visited  nearly  all  of  the  principal 
cities  of  this  countrj',  but  has  now  settled  down  to 
quiet  life,  and  is  a  respected  and  honored  citizen, 
who  is  enjoying  the  rest  which  he  has  so  trul}' 
earned. 

UE.  CllAMUKRS  is  one  of  the  wide-awake 
and  enterprising  young  business  men  of 
'^f^  Murphysboro,  now  engaged  in  general 
merchandising.  He  comes  from  a  southern  family. 
His  father,  C.  C.  Chambers,  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  when  a  young  man  emigrated  to  Tennessee, 
where  he  met  and  married  Martha  Draughon,  a 
native  of  Robinson  Count}',  that  state,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  Draughon.  Mr.  Chambers  then 
turned  his  attention  to  farming, which  he  continued 
for  many  years.  He  is  still  living  in  Tennessee, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety,  and  with  one  ex- 
ception he  is  the  oldest    man  in  the  county.     He 


formerly  owned  over  four  hundred  acres  of  land. 
He  served  as  one  of  the  County  Commissioners 
and  is  an  honored  and  respected  citizen.  Mrs. 
Chambers  passed  away  in  1878,  leaving  five  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  yet  survive. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Robinson  Count}', 
Teiin.,  January  22,  1849,  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  in  the  common  schools  acquired  his  edu- 
cation. He  continued  under  the  parental  roof 
until  1869,  when  he  began  clerking  in  a  store  near 
his  home.  The  folkiwing  year  he  went  to  Spring- 
field, Tenn.,  where  he  was  a  clerk  in  a  dry-goods 
store  until  January  22,  1871,  when  he  went  to  Car- 
bondalc.  111.,  and  soon  afterward  came  toMur])hys- 
boro.  Here  he  embarked  in  the  wholesale  liquor 
business  with  D.  T.Garrett,  continuing  operations 
along  that  line  for  five  years,  when,  during  the 
panic  of  1876,  they  were  forced  to  close  out  their 
business.  With  characteristic  energy,  however,  Mr. 
Chambers  opened  a  grocery  store  in  the  Fox  Uuild- 
ing,  on  Main  Street,  and  to  that  trade  devoted  his 
energies  until  1882,  when  he  built  the  store  which 
he  now  occupies,  and  formed  a  partnership  with 
John  M.  Reeder,  since  deceased.  Subsequently  S. 
W.  Gill  purchased  the  interest  of  Mr.  Reeder,  and 
the  firm  of  Chambers  ct  Gill  did  business  until 
September,  1891,  when  our  subject  purch.ised  his 
partner's  interest.  He  is  one  of  the  oldest  mer- 
chants in  years  of  continuous  trade  in  Murphys- 
boro. He  also  has  some  real-estate  interests  in  this 
city. 

Mr.  Chambers  was  united  in  marri.age  in  1874, 
with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  H.  II.  Fox,  wiiose 
sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work,  and  who 
is  a  native  of  Somerset  Township.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  with  a  daughter  and  a  son,  Nan- 
nie D.  and  Walter  II. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Chamliers  is  a  Demo- 
crat. He  served  .as  Jailer  of  Murphysboro  from 
1880  to  1882,  and  was  a  member  of  the  first  School 
Board  of  the  city,  which  position  he  filled  for  four 
years.  During  this  time  the  new  west  side  school 
house  and  the  high  school  building  were  erected. 
The  cause  of  education  has  ever  found  in  him  a 
warm  friend  and  he  has  done  much  for  its  advance- 
ment. For  two  years  he  was  Alderman  of  the 
Second  Ward,  and  his  induence  was  ever  given  for 
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the  promotion  of  those  enterprises  which  were  cal- 
culated to  prove  of  public  benefit.  During  that 
time  the  electric  lights  and  water  works  were  es- 
tablished and  the  sewerage  system  laid.  Public- 
spirited  and  progressive,  he  is  a  citizen  whom 
Murphysboro  could  ill  afford  to  lose. 


^  AVID  .1.  WILSON  of  Percy  assumed  the 
management  of  the  McGuire  Mines  in 
1892,  and  has  since  successfully  conducted 
the  same.  He  has  the  confidence  of  his 
employers,  the  respect  of  those  who  work  under 
his  direction,  and  in  the  history  of  his  adopted 
county  he  well  deserves  representation.  He  is  a 
native  of  Scotland,  his  birth  having  occurred  in 
Lanarkshire,  on  the  14th  of  June,  1847.  His  par- 
ents were  David  and  Isabella  (Jeffrey)  Wilson,  and 
he  was  the  fifth  child  in  their  family.  The  father 
was  a  miner  and  followed  that  vocation  in  Scot- 
land up  to  the  time  of  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1867.  Mrs.  Wilson  continued  to  reside  in  her 
native  land  until  three  years  after  her  husband's 
death,  when,  in  1870,  she  crossed  the  briny  deep  to 
America,  and  took  up  her  residence  in  Will  Coun- 
ty', 111.  Her  death  occurred  in  Braid  wood,  111.,  on 
the  15th  of  August,  1882. 

David  Wilson,  whose  name  heads  this  record, 
received  but  limited  educational  privileges,  as  he 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  county 
only  until  ten  years  of  age.  He  then  began  to 
earn  his  own  livelihood,  and  has  since  been  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  resources,  so  that  whatever 
success  he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his 
own  efforts.  He  began  working  in  the  mines  of 
Scotland,  and  was  thus  employed  until  1866,  when 
he  bade  adieu  to  home  and  friends  and  sailed  for 
the  New  World.  After  arriving  in  America,  he 
took  up  his  residence  in  Braidwood,  111.,  where  he 
engaged  in  mining,  spending  the  succeeding  ten 
years  of  his  life  in  that  place.  He  then  came  to 
Murphysboro,  111.,  and  took  charge  of  the  mines 
for  the  St.  Louis  Ore  and  Steel  Compan}-, continu- 
ing to  be  .Superintendent  of  the  same  for  another 
decade.     As  before  stated,  he  came  to  Percy,  111., 


in  1892  and  assumed  charge  of  the  McGuire  Mines, 
which  he  has  since  conducted. 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1882,  Mr.  Wilson  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Mary  James,  daughter  of  George  and 
Elizabeth  (Evans)  James,  both  of  whom  were  na- 
tives of  Wales.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  born  four  daughters,  who  in  order  of  birth 
are  as  follows:  Belle,  Lizzie,  May  and  Annie. 
The  two  eldest  now  attend  school.  May  died  Jan- 
uary 25,  1894,  at  the  age  of  three  years. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilson  were  reared  in  the  faith  of 
the  Baptist  Church,  and  are  highly  respected  citi- 
zens of  this  community,  who  hold  an  enviable 
position  in  social  circles  where  true  worth  and  in- 
telligence are  received  as  the  passports  into  good 
societ}'.  Socially,  Mr.  Wilson  is  connected  with 
Steubenville  Lodge  No.  495,  A.  F.  (k  A.  M.,  and 
with  Leonidas  Lodge  No.  87,  K.  P.,  of  Murphys- 
boro. The  Republican  party  finds  in  him  a  stal- 
wart supporter,  ever  ready  to  advance  its  interests 
by  all  wortlij'  means.  Mr.  Wilson  is  an  expe- 
rienced miner,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  the 
management  of  mines.  He  now  occupies  a  respon- 
sible position,  and  his  duties  are  discharged  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  his  employer. 


-N* 


=^ 


"ill  OHN  DEVINE.  The  foreign  born  citizens 
of  this  county  are  coming  rapidly  to  the 
front  in  various  lines  of  business,  and  among 
^  the  residents  of  Chester  the  gentleman  above 
named  is  one  of  the  shrewdest  business  men.  He 
began  his  life  career  with  no  capital  but  his  na- 
tural endowments, a  common-school  education  and 
a  strong  will.  At  present  he  is  engaged  in  the  sa- 
loon, tobacco  and  cigar  trade  in  this  city,  to  which 
he  has  also  added  that  of  an  ice  dealer. 

Born  in  County  Galway,  Ireland,  November  15, 
1837,  our  subject  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  Margaret 
(Reddiugton)  Devine.  He  was  a  lad  of  sixteen 
years  when  he  determined  to  emigrate  to  the  New 
World,  and  on  coming  hither,  in  1854,  landed  in 
New  York  City,  whence  he  went  to  Chicago,  111., 
and  later  to  Centralia,  Wis.  After  four  years  spent 
there,  and  after  being  variously  employed  for  some 
time  on  the  river  and  in  other  ways,  he  settled  at 
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Cairo,  this  state,  and  clerked  for  Samuel  Wilson  in 
a  boot  store.  After  making  tliat  city  his  home 
from  18G2  to  18(!9,  lie  came  up  the  river  to  Grand 
Tower,  and  in  1877  became  a  resident  of  this  city. 

On  taking  u|)  his  abode  in  Chester,  Mr.  Devine 
established  a  meal  market,  and  at  the  same  time 
did  a  good  business  as  a  dealer  in  ice,  remaining 
thus  employed  for  the  succeeding  two  years.  At 
the  expiration  of  that  time  he  engaged  in  tlic  sa- 
loon busiuess,  and  lias  a  well  equipped  establish- 
ment located  on  Water  .Street. 

John  Ueviue  and  Miss  Ida  Jones  were  united  in 
marriage  in  1875.  The  lady  was  born  near  Cape 
Girardeau  and  was  a  daughter  of  Silas  and  Eve- 
line .Jones.  To  them  were  born  three  sous  and 
five  daughters,  namely' :  Cora,  John,  Jr.;  Edna, 
Philip  and  James  (I wi  iis),  Winnefred,  Gertrude  and 
Eveline.  The  eldest  daugliler  died  when  in  her 
seventeenth  year. 

Mr.  Devine  is  a  straightforward,  prompt  and 
methodical  business  man,  and  his  success  has  con- 
tributed to  the  upbuilding  of  Chester.  In  politics 
he  gives  iiis standi  support  to  tlie  Democratic  party. 
While  a  resident  of  J.ackson  County,  this  state,  he 
filled  the  offices  of  Coroner  and  Deputy  Sheriff  for 
two  years,  and  in  ever}'  position  to  which  he  was 
called,  always  gave  the  utmost  satisfaction.  He  is 
an  influential  politician  and  has  many  warm  friends, 
who  recognize  him  as  a  leader  and  one  entirely 
capable  of  fulfilling  any  duty  imposed  ujion  him. 


^  AMES  II.  MARTIN  is  a  leading  attorney  of 
Murpliysboro,  and  a  popular  and  genial 
gentleman,  who  wins  friends  wherever  he 
'  goes  by  the  man}-  excellencies  of  his  char- 
acter and  his  sterling  worth.  The  record  of  his 
life  is  as  follows:  He  w.is  born  in  Ripley  County, 
Ind.,  October  18,  1862,  and  is  a  son  of  William 
Martin,  who  was  born  in  Kenton  County,  Ky. 
The  grandfather,  James  Martin,  was  a  general 
farmer,  and  a  native  of  Kentucky,  but  his  father 
was  born  in  Virginia.  In  an  early  day  the  latter 
removed  to  Kentucky,  where  he  built  a  log  house 
and  opened  up  a  farm.  In  the  Indian  massacre 
of  the  settlement  all  of  the  familv  were  killed  ex- 


cept the  grandfather  of  our  .subject.  He  after- 
ward removed  to  Ohio,  where  he  carried  on  farm- 
ing for  some  years.  His  last  days  were  spent  in 
the  home  of  his  son  William,  and  lie  died  in  1864, 
at  the  age  of  ninety  years. 

When  about  twenty-nine  ^ears  of  age  William 
Martin  purchased  and  cleared  land  near  Holton, 
Ind.,  becoming  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  two 
hundred  acres.  In  1866  he  removed  to  Richland 
County,  111.,  where  he  had  previously  purchased 
land,  and  carried  on  general  farming  until  his 
death,  in  1881,  at  the  age  of  tifty-nine.  In  relig- 
ious belief  he  was  a  Universalist,  and  in  politics 
was  a  conservative  Democrat.  He  married  Caro- 
line Behymer,  a  native  of  Ohio, and  a  daughter  of 
John  Behymer,  who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania. 
Her  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
after  emigrating  to  America  made  his  home  in 
the  Keystone  State.  Her  father  was  a  miller  b}' 
trade,  and  in  the  earlj'  days  of  Indiana  he  erected 
a  horse-mill  in  Ripley  County.  Later  he  built  a 
water-mill  on  Otter  Creek,  and  carried  on  that 
business  until  1858,  when  he  removed  to  Boone 
County,  HI.,  continuing  the  same  business  until 
called  to  his  final  rest,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five.  He, 
too,  was  a  Universalist.  He  had  three  sons  who 
supported  the  Republican  party,  and  who  were 
numbered  among  the  brave  boys  in  blue  during 
the  late  war.  Mrs.  Martin  is  still  living  on  the  old 
home  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres  in  Richland 
County,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four.  In  the  family 
were  thirteen  children,  twelve  of  whom  grew  to 
mature  years,  while  ten  are  still  living. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  upon  the 
home  farm  until  twelve  years  of  age,  and  then  ac- 
comi>anied  his  parents  to  Illinois.  His  education 
was  acciuired  in  the  schools  of  Noble,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one  he  began  teaching,  which  pro- 
fession he  followed  for  three  years.  During  this 
time  he  read  law  under  Judge  Preston,  of  OIney, 
111.,  and  in  1878  he  entered  the  law  department  of 
the  State  University,  from  which  he  was  graduated 
in  1880,  with  the  degree  of  LL.  B.  In  the  autumn 
of  that  year  he  came  to  Murpliysboro,  and  in 
June,  1881,  formed  a  partnership  with  Hon.  G.  W. 
Hill,  which  connection  has  since  continued.  Mr. 
Martin  is  the  attorney  for  the  Logan    family   and 
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for  the  Abstract  Title  and  Guarantee  Company. 
He  drew  up  the  papers  and  aided  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  City  National  Bank,  of  which  he  is  one 
of  the  directors.  lie  is  an  attorney  for  the  Jack- 
son County  Homestead  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tion, and  was  the  attorney  for  the  first  building  and 
loan  association  in  this  place. 

November  13,  1888,  Mr.  Martin  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Lizzie  Kennedy,  a  native  of 
Murphysboro,  and  a  daughter  of  George  Kennedy, 
a  retired  merchant  and  early  settler  of  this  place. 
Mrs.  Martin  was  educated  at  the  normal  school  in 
Carbondale  and  is  a  cultured  and  refined  lady. 
They  have  one  daughter,  Anna  Kennedy.  So- 
cially, Mr.  Martin  is  connected  with  Amitj'  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  United  Workmen,  which  he  has 
represented  in  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  tiie  Knights 
of  Pythias.  In  politics  he  is  an  inflexible  adherent 
of  Democratic  principles.  He  is  recognized  as  one 
of  the  best  judges  of  the  law  in  soutiiern  Illinois 
and  has  hardly  an  equal  and  no  superiors  as  an  at- 
torney. 


^^^&: 


ELI  AS  DAVIS,  who  resides  on  section  16, 
Elkville  Township,  Jackson  County,  is  one 
of  the  substantial  farmers  of  southern  Illi- 
nois. His  parents  were  William  and  Catherine 
(Woolrock)  Davis.  The  former  was  a  native  of 
North  Carolina,  in  which  state  his  father,  James 
Davis,  settled  at  a  very  early  date.  About  the 
year  1810  William  Davis  accompanied  his  parents 
to  the  Mississippi  bottoms  in  Illinois.  Fertile 
farm  lands  teeming  with  grain  were  then  un- 
known, but  the  lakes  and  swamps  abounded  in 
wild  game.  Bears,  deer  and  turkeys  were  far 
more  common  than  domestic  fowls  or  cattle,  and 
in  hunting  game  Mr.  Davis  did  a  profitable  busi- 
ness. After  a  hunt  he  would  take  his  game  by  ox- 
team  to  St.  Louis,  where  it  was  sold  at  a  good  price. 
Land  at  that  time  was  worth  only  $1.25  per 
acre,  and  William  Davis,  wlio  readil}'  foresaw  that 
this  country  would  soon  become  thickly  populated, 
and  that  land  in  consequence  would  rapidly  rise 
in  value,  purch.ased  more  than  a  thousand  acres  in 
Jackson  County,  wliere  he  settled  with  his  family. 
While  his  principal  occupation   was  hunting,  he 


also  engaged  in  farming  to  some  extent  with  the 
old  wooden  mold-board  plow.  The  soil  was  very 
rich  and  yielded  abundant  harvests,  seventy-five 
bushels  of  oats  and  one  hundred  bushels  of  corn 
to  the  acre  being  gathered.  Mr.  Davis  also  en- 
gaged in  raising  horses,  cattle  and  hogs,  and  the 
wild  prairies  afforded  rich  jjasturage.  The  mo- 
notony of  the  work  was  often  varied  by  iuinting 
matches,  for  there  was  a  number  of  expert  shots 
in  this  locality.  One  fall  the  different  hunters 
agreed  that  they  would  hunt  through  the  season 
and  the  one  who  shot  the  most  deer  was  to  set  up 
a  bottle  of  rum.  James  Davis  killed  one  iiundred 
and  eighty-two  deer  that  season. 

In  1832  William  Davis  sliouldcred  a  ttint-lock 
rifle  and  for  a  short  time  did  service  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War.  He  reared  his  son  Elias  in  this  local- 
ity. Tiie  latter  received  but  limited  educational 
advantages,  for  the  schools  of  the  community  were 
not  numerous,  nor  were  they  noted  for  their  excel- 
lence. On  arriving  at  man's  estate  lie  purcliased 
land  and  began  farming  for  himself.  In  1849  he 
married  Miss  Delitha  Crews,  and  they  became  the 
parents  of  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  still  liv- 
ing. Leonard  married  Eliza  House;  Eldward  first 
married  Eliza  Sivilts,  and  afterward  wedded  E.  E. 
Degenhardt;  Delia  became  the  wife  of  John  Cann, 
who  died  in  1880.  The  Davis  farm  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  community,  highly  cultivated  and  im- 
proved, and  our  subject  is  ranked  among  the  lead- 
ing agriculturists  of  the  communitj-.  He  is  enter- 
prising and  industrious,  and  his  success  is  well 
merited. 

One  eccentricity  in  the  life  of  William  Davis 
was  the  way  in  which  he  kept  his  mone}'  in  safetj'. 
Long  before  his  death  he  was  considered  one  of 
the  wealthiest  farmers  of  southern  Illinois.  From 
the  sale  of  game  and  cattle  he  acquired  much  gold, 
which  he  was  in  the  iiabitof  hiding  in  queer  places. 
He  was  three  times  married,  and  his  third  wife  on 
one  occasion  hid  13,300  of  his  gold  in  a  soap  bar- 
rel. The  Davis  boys  suspected  their  step-mother 
of  the  appropriation,  and  by  working  upon  her 
superstitious  fears  induced  her  to  confess.  The 
money  was  then  placed  in  nail  kegs,  the  heads 
fastened  down  and  put  in  the  corn  crib  in  the 
corn.     Just  how  long  it  remained  there  is  a  mys- 
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tery,  but  after  a  time  rats  ate  their  way  into  tlic 
kegs  and  much  of  tlie  gold  was  scattered  in  the 
corn.  The  time  came  when  it  was  necessary  to 
purchase  feed  for  the  stock,  and  thus  the  golden 
coin  was  turned  into  golden  grain. 


m 
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)EN.IAM1N  r..  VARNUM,  who  througlunil 
life  has  followed  farming  and  is  now  en- 
T«5))|l'  gaged  in  that  pursuit  on  section  29,  Ora 
Township,  .Jackson  County,  has  the  honor 
of  being  a  native  of  Illinois,  for  liis  birth  occurred 
in  Monroe  County,  December  16,  1841.  The 
founder  of  the  family  in  America  was  .Joseph 
Hradley  Varnum,  a  native  of  Wales,  who  emigrated 
to  this  country  in  1C50,  settling  in  Massachusetts. 
Ills  son,  Moses  A'aruum,  was  the  grandfather  of 
our  subject. 

.Justice  Bradley  Varnum,  father  of  Benjamin, 
was  born  in  Belfast,  Me.,  Noveinlier  21,  17'.)H,  and 
with  his  family  removed  to  Ohio,  and  thence  to 
this  state.  They  camped  out  near  where  the  cily 
of  Monroe  now  stands,  and  at  length  settled  upon 
a  farm  in  Monroe  County,  making  their  home  in 
what  is  now  known  as  New  Design.  Justice  Var- 
num remained  at  home  until  about  thirty  3cars  of 
age,  and  then  married.  The  other  members  of  the 
family  were,  Moses,  who  settled  in  Ohio;  .Iewelt,of 
Monroe  County;  Frederick,  who  was  married  in 
Monroe  County,  but  died  shortly  afterward;  and 
.Susan,  wife  of  Daniel  Barker,  of  Monroe  County. 
Justice  Bradley  \'arnuni  married  Sarah  Dixon, 
of  Monroe  Count3', and  then  bought  and  improved 
a  farm  in  that  locality.  .Attracted  by  the  discov- 
ery of  gold  in  California  in  1841),  he  made  a  trip 
across  the  plains  with  ox- teams  to  the  Paciflc 
Slope.  He  traveled  the  entire  distance  from  New 
England  to  California  by  wagt)n  and  on  foot,  this 
being  before  the  daj-  of  railroads.  After  a  year  and 
a-half  spent  in  the  west,  he  returned  to  Illinois, 
where  his  last  days  were  p.assed.  The  greater  part 
of  his  life  was  devoted  to  farming.  In  politics 
he  was  an  old-line  Whig,  and  was  a  prominent  and 
26 


inlluential  citizen   fif  the  community.     His  death 
occurred  in  ISUl. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  was  a  daughter  of 
Solomon  Dixon,  and  was  born  in  Missouri.  When 
a  maiden  of  seven  years  she  was  brought  by  her 
parents  to  Mon'oe  County,  III.,  where  she  grew  to 
womanhood.  Ilcr  death  occurred  in  1882.  She 
had  six  sons  who  grew  to  manhood,  and  lost  three 
children  in  infancy.  John  Carlisle  was  born  in 
1832,  and  died  in  the  army  in  1861;  Austin  Dixon, 
born  in  1836,  is  now  living  in  St.  Louis;  Horace 
Addison,  born  in  1838,  died  at  the  age  of  forty- 
eight;  Leverett  Decatur  was  boin  in  1814,  and  is 
living  in  New  Design,  Monroe  County;  and  Ju.s- 
tice  Frederick,  born  in  1849,  com i)leles  the  family. 

Upon  the  old  home  farm,  Benjamin  Varnum  re- 
mained until  his  marriage,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two,  to  Sarah,  daughter  of  Louis  and  Susan  (To- 
land)  Barker.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Varnum  was  celebrated  July  22,  1863,  and  they 
have  five  children.  Eleanora  E.,  who  was  born 
November  10,  1864,  died  at  the  age  of  six  montljg; 
Carrie  L.  was  born  November  14.  1866,  and  died 
December  13,  1868;  Ethel  L.,  born  September  29, 
1869,  died  February  23,  1893;  Olive  L,  born 
March  28,  1872,  died  February  8,  1891 ;  Warren 
.1.,  born  November  24,  1874,  is  living  on  the  home 
farm  with  his  father.  The  mother  of  this  f.Tinily 
died  February  1  1,  1878,  and  on  the  2(Uh  of  .lune, 
1880,  Mr.  Varnum  married  Minnie  Boedaker,  a 
native  of  Monroe  County,  111.  Seven  children 
graced  their  union:  Floyd  L.,  who  was  born  Feb- 
ruary 11,  1881,  and  died  at  the  age  of  eight 
months;  Edwin  B.,  born  .\pril  13,  1882;  Grover, 
born  September  18,  1881;  Homer  IL,  born  October 
17,  1886, and  died  at  Iheageof  four;. lames  A., who 
was  born  October  14,  1888,  and  died  at  tlie  age  of 
four;  Blancliard  B..  who  was  born  October  14, 
1891,  and  Nelson  C. 

Mr.  Varnum  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge 
and  Knights  of  Honor  of  Ava.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  politics,  supporting  the  Democratic 
party,  and  for  two  terras  has  served  .-us  a  member 
of  the  County  Board  of  Supervisors,  but  lia.s  never 
sought  or  desired  political  preferment.  He  has 
followed  farming  throughout  life,  and  is  a  man  of 
very  active   habits,  conducting  a  large   business. 


702 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


By  industry  and  well  directed  efiforts  he  has  be- 
come possessed  of  much  property.  He  has  four 
hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  home  farm  in  Ora 
Township,  eight  hundred  and  sixt3'  acres  of  the 
rich  land  of  the  Mississippi  River  bottoms,  of 
which  three  hundred  acres  arc  under  cultivation, 
and  a  farm  of  two  hundred  and  fifteen  acres  in 
Monroe  Count}-,  just  opjxjsite  Crystal  City,  Mo. 
He  is  constantly  improving  his  property  and 
therebj'  adding  to  its  value.  He  has  a  splendid 
home  near  Ava,  and  the  Varnum  liousehold  is 
noted  for  its  hospitality  and  good  cheer 
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^>REDER1CK    WILLIAM    KIJHRTZ    is  the 

-^fcj;  leading  blacksmith  of  township  6,  range  7, 
/!!>  Randolph    County,  and  is  a  man  of  talent, 

of  wide  experience,  and  stands  high  in  the  finan- 
cial circles  of  the  county.  He  is  a  native  of  Ger- 
manj-  born  on  the  1st  of  June,  1847,  and  is  the 
eldest  son  of  Joachen  Erdmann  and  Anna  Dorothy 
(Schultz)  Kuhrtz.  In  the  fall  of  1872  the  family 
emigrated  from  their  native  country  to  the  United 
States,  and  at  once  located  in  Ellis  Grove.  The 
parents  lived  with  their  children  after  coming 
here,  and  spent  their  declining  days  in  peace  and 
happiness,  the  father  dying  in  April,  1881,  and  the 
mother  June  15,  1888. 

Attending  the  model  schools  of  the  Fatherland, 
young  Frederick  after  attaining  his  fifteenth  year 
began  to  serve  an  apprenticeship  to  the  blacksmith's 
trade.  At  the  end  of  three  j'ears  he  became  a  sol- 
dier in  the  German-French  AVar,  and  served  faitli- 
fully  for  a  period  of  twelve  months.  Tlie  follow- 
ing year  he  worked  at  his  trade,  and  on  coming  to 
America  worked  among  the  farmers  for  some  time. 
He  was  then  engaged  by  a  blacksmith  at  Ellis 
Grove,  with  whom  he  remained  eighteen  months, 
pyfflbarking  in  the  business  for  himself,  he  has  since 
found  it  to  be  a  profitable  ti-ade.  He  has  recently 
erected  one  of  the  most  handsome  residences  in 
the  count}',  which  cost  about  $2,000,  and  is  pre- 
sided over  graciousl}-  by  his  estimable  wife. 

The  marriage  of  our  subject  with  Miss  Lizzie  C. 
Deppe,  a  daughter  of  Conrad  Deppe,  was  solemnized 
June  20,  1875.     Three  children  were  born  to  this 


union,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  The  loving  wife 
and  mother  passed  awa}-  September  7,  1879.  Mr. 
Kuhrtz  was  a  second  time  married  in  April,  1880, 
taking  as  his  wife  Lizzie  Rury,  a  native  of  Perry 
County,  111.,  who  bore  her  husband  two  children. 
The  mother  and  both  children  have  passed  from 
this  life,  the  former  dying  September  19.  1882. 
Our  subject  was  again  married  June  7,  1888,  his 
wife  being  Lizzie  Von  Behren,  whose  parents  lived 
in  Fr.anklin  County,  Mo.  Three  children  have 
come  to  bless  this  marriage:  Otilla,  Lillie  and  Mary. 
Mr.  Kuhrtz  was  reared  in  the  Lutheran  Cluirch  in 
Germany,  but  is  now  associated  with  the  German 
Methodist  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife.  The  Repub- 
lican candidates  at  all  times  receive  his  support. 
He  and  his  wife  are  worth}'  people,  whose  pleasant 
social  and  moral  qualities  have  won  them  many 
friends  during  their  residence  here,  and  have  made 
them  an  influence  for  good  in  social  aud  religious 
matters. 

• ^^P • 


ED  HAYES,  the  efficient  Alderman  from  the 
Second  Ward  of  Murphysboro,  who  is  now 
/-  living  a  retired  life  in  this  city,  claims  Eng- 

land as  the  land  of  his  birth.  His  father,  Richard 
Hayes,  and  his  grandfather,  Edmund  Hayes,  were 
natives  of  that  country,  and  the  latter  was  a 
miner  by  occupation.  Together  they  came  to 
America,  locating  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  where 
Edmund  Hayes  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  years. 
The  father  became  Superintendent  of  a  mine.  In 
1858  he  brought  his  family  to  the  United  States 
and  took  up  his  residence  Centre  County,  where, 
after  mining  for  a  time,  he  embarked  in  the  hotel 
business  in  Philipsburg,  where  he  spent  iiis  remain- 
ing days.  In  England  he  married  Martha  Rhodes, 
who  died  in  that  country,  and  later  he  was  again 
married.  He  had  a  large  family  by  the  first  union 
but  our  subject  is  now  the  only  survivor. 

Ed  Hayes  was  born  in  Tiusley,  Lancashire,  Eng- 
land, December  2,  1848,  and  when  a  lad  of  ten 
summers  crossed  the  Atlantic.  He  soon  began 
work  in  the  mines,  where  he  was  employed  until 
1865,  which  year  witnessed  his  removal  westward. 
On  reaching  Illinois  he  cast  his  lot  with  the  citi- 
zens of  Du  Quoin,  and  engaged  in  clerking  in  the 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


703 


grocery  store  of  liis  uncle  for  about  five  3'ears.  On 
the  expiration  of  tiiat  (jeriod  he  went  witii  iiis  uncle 
to  Mobile,  Ala.,  where  he  continued  to  work  as  a 
salesman  for  one  year.  lie  then  returned  to  Du 
Quoin,  where  in  connection  with  his  brother  be 
engaged  in  the  bottling  business,  manufacturing 
soda  waters. 

In  Ellinghau],  III.,  in  186'.(,Mr.  Hayes  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Esther  Smith,  a  native  of 
Yorkshire,  England.  Her  maidenhood  days,  how- 
ever, were  spent  in  this  state.  One  child  was  born 
to  them,  Reuben,  who  is  now  Superintendent  of  the 
bottling  works  in  Spokane  Falls,  Wash. 

In  1875  Mr.  Hayes  established  the  bottling 
works  in  Murph^-sboro,  and  continued  business 
along  that  line  for  seventeen  years.  He  met  with 
most  excellent  success  in  this  undertaking,  and 
enjoyed  a  large  and  lucrative  trade  until  sell- 
ing out,  since  which  time  he  has  practicallj'  lived 
retired.  However,  he  is  connected  with  the  Lower 
Mill.  His  life  has  been  a  bus}'  one,  yet  he  has 
found  time  to  serve  in  official  positions.  He 
was  President  of  the  School  Board  one  year,  was 
elected  Alderman  from  the  Third  Ward  in  1885, 
for  a  term  of  two  years,  and  in  1892  was  again 
elected.  In  politics  he  is  a  Populist.  He  was 
Chairman  of  the  Congressional  Committee,  and 
served  as  delegate  to  the  national  convention  in 
Omaha.  He  holds  membership  with  Amity  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  with  the  M.isonic  fraternity.  His 
labors  in  former  years  brought  him  the  competence 
which  now  enables  him  to  live  retired. 
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KTHl'R  M.  LEE  is  a  leading  physician 
and  surgeon  of  Carbondale.  His  father, 
Charles  B.  Lee,  was  born  in  Kentucky' 
July  9,  1811,  and  his  father,  Charles  Lee, 
was  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  this  state.  He  was 
a  native  of  Virginia,  who  emigrated  to  Tennessee, 
thence  to  Kentucky,  and  afterwards  became  a 
resident  of  White  County,  III.  Subsequently  he 
came  to  Jackson  Count}',  locating  near  Grand 
Tower  about  1835.  From  the  old  Lee  family  of 
Virginia  he  was  descended.  He  served  as  a  sol- 
dier of  the  Black  Hawk  War.  and  was  a  physician 


and  minister.  He  died  of  pneumonia,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1858.  Tiie  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Elizabeth  Hunter  and  was  born 
on  the  Cumberland  River,  near  Chattanooga, 
Tenn.,  in  1817.  Her  father,  Emanuel  Hunter, 
was  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  and  followed 
farming.  He  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812,  under  Andrew  Jackson,  and  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  ninety-four.  He  was  one  of 
the  first  residents  of  West  Virginia  who  emigrated 
to  East  Tennessee,  where  he  married  Judy  Lee. 
Later  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to  William- 
son County,  III.,  which  was  then  an  almost  un- 
broken wilderness,  and  became  one  of  its  promi- 
nent citizens.  His  death  occurred  on  the  old 
homestead,  at  the  age  of  eighty,  and  his  wife 
passed  awaj'  about  1852. 

The  parents  of  the  Doctor  were  married  in  the 
fall  of  1838,  and  located  near  Grand  Tower.  In 
1844  they  removed  to  Williamson  County,  and 
about  1850  became  residents  of  Jackson  County, 
where  Mrs.  Lee  died  in  1858.  In  the  fall  of  1866 
Mr.  Lee  went  to  Jefferson  County,  Kan.,  where  in 
1869  he  married  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Atwood.  Her 
death  occurred  in  1884.  In  1891  he  left  Kansas 
and  went  to  live  in  Arizona  with  his  son,  James 
W.,  who  in  1892  removed  to  New  Mexico,  where 
the  father  yet  makes  his  home.  By  bis  first  mar- 
riage he  had  five  sons  and  three  daughters:  Ar- 
thur M.,  Dr.  Thomas  B.,  Charles  B.,  James  W., 
William  R.,  Mrs.  Juda  A.  Beasley,  and  Mrs.  Mary 
A.  Dunlap  and  Mrs.  Nancy  I.Tayloi',  who  are  now 
deceased.  In  1860  Charles  went  to  Californi.T. 
and  after  spending  some  time  in  the  west,  took  a 
trip  to  South  America,  since  which  time  no  word 
h.is  been  received  from  liim. 

Dr.  Lee  was  born  in  Jackson  County,  May  12. 
1840,  was  educated  in  the  common  schools  and  at 
Shiloh.  He  still  holds  an  old  first-grade  certifi- 
cate issued  in  September,  1867.  He  taught  school 
in  the  winter  of  1860-61,  and  on  the  15th  of 
August.  1862,  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Eigliteenth 
Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  elected  Orderly-Ser- 
geant and  w!is  afterwards  made  Quartermaster- 
Sergeant  of  the  regiment.  He  received  a  com- 
mission as  First  Lieutenant  of  Company  I,  and 
subsequently  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Captain. 
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On  the  16th  of  December,  1865,  he  was  mustered 
out,  but  was  retained  on  the  staff  of  Gen.  Joseph 
J.  Reynolds,  Commander  of  the  Department  of 
Arkansas.  He  liad  previously  been  detailed  to  act 
as  Ordnance  Officer  of  Arkansas,  under  INIaj.-Gen. 
Thomas  J.  AVood,  and  then  became  a  member  of 
the  staff,  as  before  stated.  He  received  his  final 
discharge  iu  Mareli,  1866,  after  a  service  of  three 
j-ears  and  seven  months,  during  which  time  he 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Parker's  Cross  Roads, 
Clifton,  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Little  Rock,  etc. 
His  duties  as  Ordnance  Officer  were  to  receive  all 
arms,  accoutrements,  etc.,  from  the  troops  and 
turn  them  over  to  the  regular  army  that  relieved 
the  volunteers.  He  was  wounded  at  Little  Rock 
b}'  an  accidental  discharge,  and  the  ball,  which 
entered  his  right  arm  and  side,  is  still  under  his 
right  shoulder  blade.  During  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg he  was  prostrated  with  t3plioid  fever  and  was 
sick  for  two  months. 

Before  entering  the  service,  Dr.  Lee  had  begun 
the  study  of  medicine,  and  after  his  return' to  the 
north  he  located  iu  De  Soto,  111.,  where  he  em- 
barked in  business.  In  1868  he  sold  out,  and  the 
following  year  attended  Rush  Medical  College  of 
Chicago.  On  the  31st  of  March,  1869,  he  located 
in  Ridge  Township,  .Jackson  County,  where  he  con- 
tinued practice  for  some  years.  In  1878  he  was 
graduated  from  the  Nashville  Medical  College 
under  Paul  F.  Eve,  late  Surgeon-General  of  the 
Confederate  army.  Dr.  Lee  remained  in  Ridge 
Township  until  Julj',  1889,  when  he  came  to  Car- 
bondale.  In  Jlay  of  that  year  he  w.-is  appointed 
Pension  Examiner,  and   served   until  July,  1893. 

In  1861  Dr.  Lee  wedded  Lucitta  J.  Ward,  a  na- 
tive of  Illinois.  Unto  them  was  born  a  daughter, 
Lovinie  Josephine,  now  the  wife  of  James  Ether- 
ton,  of  Pomona.  After  the  death  of  his  Hrst  wife 
the  Doctor  married,  January  1,  1869,  Sarah  A. 
Heiple,  a  native  of  Jackson  Count}',  born  Septem- 
ber 15,  1847,  and  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Heiple, 
of  De  Soto,  111.  They  have  five  children — three 
sons  and  two  daughters:  M.  Gertrude,  wife  of 
Dr.  W.  B.  Cauble,  of  Vermilion  Count}',  111.; 
Homer  Dalton,  a  member  of  the  senior  class  of 
the  Normal  University;  Dora  Emogene;  Ardell 
Agnew  and  Chester  Arthur. 


The  parents  have  long  been  members  of  the 
Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  the  Doctor  was  or- 
dained to  the  ministry  in  1874.  He  served  a»  pas- 
tor of  the  Ridge  Baptist  Church  for  four  years. 
He  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  politics  and  is  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He 
became  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  society  of 
De  Soto  in  September,  1867,  and  of  Chester  En- 
campment of  Du  Quoin  on  the  20th  of  November 
following.  He  has  filled  nearly  all  of  the  offices  in 
both.  He  has  been  Junior  Warden  of  Makanda 
Lodge  No.  434,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  is  now  a  mem- 
ber of  Carbondale  Lodge  No.  241,  and  in  1891 
joined  Reynolds  Chapter  No.  75,  R.  A.  M.  He  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Fraternal  M^'stic  Circle  and 
serves  as  its  examining  surgeon.  Since  its  organi- 
zation he  has  been  connected  with  the  Grand  Army 
post,  and  served  for  some  time  as  post  surgeon  of 
John  W.  Lawrence  Post  No.  297,  being  the  pres- 
ent incumbent  of  that  office.  He  attended  the 
national  encampment  in  Indianapolis.  In  1893  he 
was  elected  County  Pliysiciau,  which  position  he 
still  fills.  Skill  and  ability  have  won  him  a  promi- 
nent place  in  his  profession,  and  his  sterling  worth 
has  made  him  a  leader  in  social  circles.  He  is 
numbered  among  the  best  citizens  of  Carbondale 
and  well  deserves  representation  in  this  volume. 


H' 


f^  UGII  MILLS  CRAWFORD.  The  occupa- 
tion of  farming  is  one  that  has  received 
attention  from  the  earliest  ages,  and  it  is 
^  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  it  has  become 
the  art  it  is  at  the  present  time.  Among  those 
who  have  shown  a  thorough  knowledge  of  tiiis 
calling,  and  whose  operations  are  conducted  in  a 
very  satisfactory  manner,  may  be  mentioned  Hugh 
Crawford,  who  is  the  owner  of  a  good  farm  in 
township  7,  range  6,  Randolph  County.  He  is 
also  held  in  high  esteem  for  services  rendered  his 
countr}'  during  tlie  late  wai',  where  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  H,  Twenty-second  Illinois  Infan- 
try. 

Mr.  Craivford  is  a  native  of  this  county,  having 
been  born  near  Blair,  June  13,  1822.  His  parents 
were   Samuel    and    Sarah  (Hughs)  Crawford,  the 
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former  of  whom  was  born  in  Tennessee,  of  Scotch 
jiarcntage.  The  motlier  of  our  subject  is  a  na- 
tive of  this  county,  where  her  father  was  a  pio- 
neer farmer.  Samuel  Crawford,  who  was  a  finely 
educated  man  was  a  school  teacher,  but  Hugh,  of 
tliis  sketch,  did  not  attend  school,  receiving  his 
training  in  book  lore  from  his  father.  The  latter 
raised  cotton  on  his  farm,  wiiicii  after  being  woven 
and  spun  was  made  into  tiie  clothing  worn  by  the 
family,  and  was  the  only  kind  of  wearing  apparel 
that  was  to  be  had  in  that  early  day. 

When  eighteen  years  of  age,  our  subject  began 
making  his  own  way  in  the  world  by  cultivating 
land,  and  has  ever  since  followed  the  occupation 
of  a  farmer.  In  18G-i  he  enlisted  in  tlie  Union 
army  as  a  member  of  Company  H,  Twenty-second 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  while  in  the  service  was 
transferred  to  the  Fort\'-second  Infantry,  in  which 
he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  during  his 
enlistment  saw  mucli  active  service.  A  few  months 
previous  to  the  close  of  the  war  he  was  made  As- 
sistant Commissary-Sergeant. 

When  again  settling  down  to  peaceful  pursuits, 
our  subject  returned  to  his  farm,  where  he  has  since 
lived.  August  11,  1842,  he  married  Miss  Mary, 
daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Mcfsabney,  and 
to  them  were  born  six  children,  only  two  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Samuel,  who  is  residing  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.;  and  Elizabeth,  Mrs.  Henry  Stone,  who 
makes  her  home  in  Kansas.  The  wife  and  mother 
departed  this  life  in  Septeml)er,  18.58.  In  1861 
Mr.  Crawford  married  Miss  Christina  Brewer,  and 
their  union  was  blessed  bj-  the  birth  of  one  child, 
Mary  C.  Mrs.  Christina  Crawford  departed  this 
life  in  June,  1803.  The  lad^'  whom  our  subject 
married  in  1866  was  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Mahan.  Her 
decease  occurred  two  years  later,  and  the  present 
wife  of  our  subject,  with  whom  he  was  united  in 
1872,  was  prior  to  her  marriage  Miss  Catherine 
Crawford.  She  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
this  county,  and  has  attained  to  a  ripe  old  age. 

Hugh  Crawford  has  voted  at  fifty  general  elec- 
tions, and  has  cast  every  ballot  within  the  confines 
of  this  county.  In  early  years  a  Whig,  he  has 
voted  with  the  Republican  party  since  its  organ- 
ization, and  is  greatly  interested  in  issues  of  a  po- 


litical nature.  He  is  very  popular  in  this  com- 
munity, has  been  Constable  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  during  his  active  life  entered  with  zeal 
into  the  promotion  of  mattere  connected  with  the 
public  welfare.  He  was  a  consistent  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  while  Mrs.  Craw- 
ford worships  with  the  Uaptist  Church  in  F^His 
Grove.  .Sociallj'  our  subject  is  a  Grand  Army 
man,  and  belongs  to  Swan  wick  Post  No.  212,  at 
Chester. 

, ^#P '    . 


of  Perc3',  after  a  well  spent 
retired.  enjo3-ing  the  rest 
which  he  has  so  truly  earned  and  richly 
deserves.  As  he  is  favorably  known  in  this  com- 
munity, we  feel  assured  that  this  record  of  his  life 
will  prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers.  A 
native  of  Germany,  Mr.  Berger  was  born  in  Baden, 
in  1832,  and  is  the  eldest  son  of  Valentine  and 
Caroline  (Izey)  Berger,  who  were  also  natives  of 
Baden.  His  parents  never  left  the  Fatherland,  but 
continued  there  to  reside  until  called  to  the  home 
beyond.  Mr.  Berger  passed  away  in  18'J2,  and  his 
wife  died  on  the  18th  of  July,  1893,  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  eightj'-three  j'ears. 

Eniil  Berger,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of  his 
native  land,  attended  its  public  schools  until  four- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  began  learning  the 
brewing  business.  This  work  he  followed  for  sev- 
eral years,  after  which  he  determined  to  seek  a 
home  and  fortune  beyond  the  Atlantic,  believ- 
ing that  he  might  thereby  benefit  his  financial 
condition.  It  was  in  1851  that  he  sailed  for 
America  and  located  in  Philadelphia,  where  be  re- 
mained for  six  years  engaged  in  the  brewing  busi- 
ness. He  then  started  westward  and  located  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  made  his  home  for  a  period 
of  three  years.  The  year  1860  witnessed  his  ar- 
rival in  Illinois  and  saw  him  located  in  Red  Bud, 
where  he  purchased  a  brewery,  carrying  on  busi- 
ness along  that  line  for  about  twenty-two  years. 
For  some  time  he  met  with  large  sales  and  thus 
acquired  a  handsome  competence.  After  dispos- 
ing of  his  brewery,  he  engaged  in  the  retail  liquor 
trade  in  Red  Bud  for  a  time,  and  later  went  to 
Burksville.  III.,  where  he  engaged  in  general  mer- 


706 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


cbandising.  Five  years  of  his  life  were  spent  at 
that  place,  after  which  he  came  to  Percy,  in  1887, 
and  has  since  here  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Berger  was  married  in  1854,  the  lady  of  his 
choice  being  Sarah  Eck,  whose  parents  were  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania.  They  had  one  child,  Jacob 
v.,  wlio  died  at  the  age  of  thirty-one.  Mrs.  Berger 
died  in  St.  Louis  in  1857,  and  sometime  afterward 
Mr.  Berger  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
being  with  Christina  Fike,  of  St.  Louis.  They  have 
one  child,  a  daughter,  Matilda,  now  the  wife  of 
Herman  Fey,  a  prominent  foundryman  of  Hanau, 
Germany. 

Mr.  Berger  was  reared  in  the  faith  of  the  Cath- 
olic Church,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  belonging  to  Lodge  No.  427 
of  Red  Bud.  In  his  political  views,  he  was  for- 
merly a  Democrat,  and  cast  his  vote  in  support  of 
the  men  and  measures  of  that  party  until  the 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  a  stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican 
party.  During  his  residence  in  Red  Bud,  he  served 
as  Alderman,  but  he  has  never  been  a  politician  in 
the  sense  of  office-seeking,  preferring  to  devote  his 
entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests. 
He  is  now  living  retired  in  Percy,  resting  after 
many  years  of  labor. 


[@)^ .^^^. 

(§5^" 


1§\ 


R.  M.  G.  NIXON  is  one  of  the  prominent 
citizens  of  Columbia,  where  he  is  engaged 
in  the  practice  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
and  where  he  also  carries  on  a  drug  store. 
His  skill  and  ability  have  won  for  him  an  excel- 
lent reputation  and  gained  for  him  a  liberal  pat- 
ronage. He  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  Ohio, 
July  15,  1843.  His  father,  John  Nixon,  was  a  na- 
tive of  Washington  County,  Pa.,  and  thence  re- 
moved to  the  Buckeye  State.  By  trade  he  was  a 
carpenter,  and  in  connection  with  that  pursuit  he 
followed  farming.  He  married  Charlotte  Steele, 
also  a  native  of  the  Keystone  State,  and  in   1843 


removed  with  his  family  to  Monroe  County,  111., 
locating  three  miles  west  of  Waterloo.  He  there 
followed  farming  and  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1878.  He  held  member- 
ship with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was 
a  highly'  respected  man. 

The  Doctor  is  one  of  a  faniilj'  of  eight  children, 
five  of  whom  are  yet  living.  Upon  the  home  farm 
he  was  reared,  and  his  primary  education  was  ac- 
quired in  a  log  schoolhouse.  He  afterward  at- 
tended school  in  Waterloo,  and  later  took  a  scien- 
tific course  of  study  in  McKendree  College,  of  Leb- 
anon, 111.  He  began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the 
ofBce  of  Drs.  Copp  &  Wetmore,  of  Waterloo,  with 
whom  lie  continued  until  1862,  when  he  entered 
the  St.  Louis  Medical  College,  from  which  he  was 
graduated  in  1864.  The  Doctor  then  joined  the 
arni}^  as  a  member  of  the  Sixth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
and  was  made  Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  regiment, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  When  hostilities  had  ceased,  he  returned 
home  and  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  Monroe 
County.  A  year  later  he  came  to  Columbia,  where 
he  has  since  resided. 

In  1870,  Dr.  Nixon  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Augusta  Brad3',  who  died  in  1873,  leaving 
two  children.  The  son  John  has  charge  of  his  fa- 
ther's drug  store.  In  1876,  the  Doctor  married 
Emma  A.  Warnock,  a  native  of  Monroe  County, 
and  a  daughter  of  Lafayette  Warnock.  Their 
union  was  blessed  with  two  children,  Ardelle  and 
Minnie  E. 

Dr.  Nixon  votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  In 
June,  1893,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland,  and  is  now  acceptably  filling  the 
office.  He  takes  considerable  interest  in  civic  so- 
cieties, is  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  fraternitj', 
the  Ancient  Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  is  a 
Knight  Templar.  For  al)out  seventeen  years  he 
was  Master  of  Columbia  Lodge  No.  474,  A.  F.  i 
A.  M.,  and  has  been  Chief  Patriarch  of  the  en- 
campment, the  Odd  Fellows'  organization.  He 
belongs  to  the  Monroe  County  Medical  Society,  of 
which  he  has  been  twice  President,  is  a  member  of 
the  Southern  Illinois  Medical  Association,  and  of 
the  Illinois  Army  and  Navy  Medical  Association. 
The  Doctor  is  a  pleasant,  genial  gentleman,  well 
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liked  by  all.  and  is  numbered  ainons:  Uie  Icadinj^ 
citizens  of  Columbia,  where  he  luas  built  up  an  ex- 
cellent practice  and  secured  a  high  reputation  as 
a  physician. 


G- 


^-^ 


-j^ill®^ 


EW.  COVER,  agent  for  the  St.  Louis,  Alton 
&  Terre  Haute  Railroad,  and  also  the  AVa- 
basli,  Chester  it  Western  Kailroad,  at  Pinck- 
ney  ville,  was  born  in  Pulaski  County,  111.,  Decem- 
ber 12,  1852.  Ilis  father,  Ei)hraim  Cover,  wjis  a 
native  of  Maryland,  and  for  many  years  engaged 
in  merchandising,  but  now  follows  farming  in 
Makanda,  111.  He  served  as  Postmaster  at  Jones- 
boro,  III.,  under  Buchanan, and  at  Makanda  during 
Lincoln's  first  administration.  He  mai'ried  Lydia 
E.  Webb,  a  native  of  V^irginia,  who  belonged  to  the 
same  family  as  \' ice-President  Webb,  of  the  New 
York  Central  Railroad  Companj'.  She  served  as 
Postmistress  at  Makanda  under  Cleveland's  first 
administration,  and  died  in   1800. 

Our  subject  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  fivechil- 
dren,  numbering  two  sons  and  three  daughters. 
His  brother,  W.  E.,  is  a  conductor  on  the  St.  Louis, 
Alton  &  Terre  Haute  Railroad,  and  resides  in 
Pinckneyville;  Mary  E.  is  the  wife  of  ,1.  S.  Hart- 
man,  a  (ir\iggist  of  JLakanda;  Fannie  W.  is  the  wife 
of  W.  J.  Zimmerman,  a  railroad  conductor  living 
in  Chester,  HI.,  and  Katie  M.  lives  with  her  sister 
in  Chester. 

Mr.  Cover,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  spent 
the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  on  the  home 
farm  and  in  his  father's  store.  He  attended  the 
public  schools  of  his  neighborhood,  and  later  was 
a  student  in  a  coramereinl  college  in  St.  Louis.  On 
his  return  home,  he  entered  his  father's  store,  and 
there  served  as  clerk  until  his  father's  retirement. 
He  then  was  employed  as  a  salesman  for  others  for 
three  years,  and  during  the  succeeding  three  years 
he  was  connected  with  the  asylum  at  Anna,  111. 
On  leaving  that  place  he  became  book-keeper  for 
the  Carboudale  Coal  &  Coke  Conipan}',  at  Carbon- 
dale,  but  at  length  left  that  city,  to  accept  his  pres- 
ent position  with  the  railroad  companies.  Since 
the  11th  of  June,  1883,  he  has  served  in  this  capa- 


city, not  only  with  distinction  to  himself,  but  also 
to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  company. 

While  in  Anna,  111.,  Mr.  Cover  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Belle  Anderson,  of  .lonesboro, 
III.,  and  to  tliein  have  been  born  three  children, 
Stella  May,  aged  thirteen;  Frederick  W.,  aged 
eleven,  and  Harry  Wilson,  ten  years  of  age. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Cover  is  a  stanch 
Democrat.  He  is  also  a  prominent  Mason,  and 
served  as  Master  of  tlic  lodge  at  Pinckneyville  in 
1889,  1890  and  1893.  He  is  said  to  have  been  the 
most  efHcient  olficer  that  ever  filled  that  position. 
He  is  also  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Honor,  and 
his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star.  They  both  hold  membership  with  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  in  which  he  now  serves  as  Trustee,  and 
are  prominent  people  of  this  community,  whose 
many  excellencies  of  character  and  sterling  worth 
have  gained  for  them  high  regard. 


'jl/  EWIS  BECK  is  one  of  the  leading  and  well 
i^'  known  citizens  of  Du  Quoin,  who  is  prom- 
inent in  its  business  interests  and  in  the 
promotion  of  those  enterprises  which  are  calculated 
to  advance  the  general  welfare  and  prove  of  public 
benefit.  He  is  interested  in  real  estate,  in  farming 
and  in  stock  dealing,  and  133-  his  pereeverance  and 
business  ability  has  made  bis  career  a  prosperous 
one. 

Mr.  Beck  was  born  in  Cape  Girardeau  County, 
Mo.,  on  the  1 8th  of  February,  1851,  and  is  a  son 
of  Charles  Beck,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  a  butcher  by  trade.  When  a  3'oung  man  he 
left  the  Fatherland  and  crossed  the  broad  At- 
lantic to  America,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Cape 
Girardeau  County,  Mo.  His  wife  died  when  our 
subject  was  only  six  yeare  of  age.  Lewis  had  one 
brother  and  two  sisters.  The  former,  John,  was 
two  years  his  senior,  and  died  when  a  young  man. 
The  sisters  are  both  living,  and  one  is  now  married. 

Mr.  Beck  received  but  limited  educational  priv- 
ileges in  earl^'  life,  but  b}'  experience  and  observa- 
tion he  has  gained  a  practical  business  knowledge, 
an<l  has  become  a  well  informed  man.  His  resi- 
dence in  Du  Quoin  dates  from  the  year  1874,  and 
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since  that  time  he  has  been  engaged  in  the  butch- 
ering and  stocit  business.  This  has  proved  to  him 
a  profitable  venture,  as  have  his  other  enterprises. 
He  owns  and  operates  a  farm  two  and  a-half  miles 
from  Du  Quoin,  wliich  is  under  a  Iiigh  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  well  improved,  and  is  the  owner  of 
the  Commercial  Hotel,  which  lie  now  rents;  he  also 
owns  other  business  property,  which  has  been  ac- 
quired through  his  own  exertions,  and  which 
stands  as  a  monument  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 
He  also  has  twenty-four  residences  in  Du  Quoin, 
which  he  rents. 

In  1874,  Mr.  Beck  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Anna  Witrock,  who  was  born  in  Jlissouri, 
and  is  also  of  German  lineage.  By  their  union 
eight  children  were  born,  but  one  died  in  early 
life.  Tiiose  who  are  still  under  the  parental  roof 
are,  Lena,  Walter,  Delia,  Flora,  Lulu,  Georgia  and 
Johnnie. 

Mr.  Beck  is  a  Democrat  in  ijolitical  views,  and 
thougli  he  has  never  been  a  politician  in  the  sense 
of  office  seeking,  he  served  as  City  Alderjnan  and 
proved  a  capable  ofticial.  Socially  he  holds  mem- 
bership with  the  Odd  Fellows'  society,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  may  truly 
be  called  a  self-made  man,  for  by  industry  and  de- 
termination he  lias  overcome  tlie  obstacles  and 
difficulties  in  his  path  and  worked  his  way  stead- 
ily upward  from  an  bumble  position  to  one  of 
affluence. 


^#(^ 


as  one  of  the  leading  and  influential  business  men 
of  this  place.  He  was  born  in  Old  Liberty,  now 
Rockwood,  111.,  Seijtember  22,  1854,  and  under  the 
parental  roof  spent  his  boyhood  days.  His  early 
education,  acquired  in  the  common  schools,  was 
supplemented  by  study  in  the  Du  Quoin  Seminary. 
He  then  engaged  in  clerking,  and  was  employed 
as  salesman  in  a  drug  store  for  a  time. 

On  the  3Uth  of  December,  1875,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Dean  and  Miss  Mariana  Gates 
Brown,     daughter     of     James     M.     and    Rebecca 


(Simons)  Brown.  She  was  born  in  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Brown  was  a  native  of  Kentuck}-,  and  came  to 
Illinois  about  1842.  He  was  married  July  25,  1844, 
to  Mrs.  Carter,  a  widow,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Rebecca  Simons.  Her  death  occurred  July  3,  1866. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  Fred  W., 
born  October  30,  1843;  Samuel  D.,  February  19, 
1849;  Henry  Clay,  April  14,  1851;  Charles,  March 
17,  1853,  and  Mrs.  Dean,  March  15,  1857.  Mr. 
Brown  first  settled  on  a  farm  near  Shiloh  Hill.  He 
was  an  engineer  on  one  of  the  finest  steamboats  on 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Rivers.  On  the  24th  of 
March,  1869,  he  married  Lurana  E.  Simons,  a  half- 
sister  of  his  first  wife.  He  was  one  of  the  promi- 
nent and  highly  respected  citizens  of  this  commu- 
nity, and  held  some  local  offices.  He  died  January 
14,  1874,  and  liis  widow  married  Judge  John  Mor- 
rison, September  12,  1877. 

Mr.  Dean  came  with  his  wife  to  Ava,  January 
5,  1876,  and  began  working  in  his  father's  mill, 
which  afterward  became  the  propert}'  of  the  three 
Dean  brothers  and  their  sister,  Mrs.  Gilbreath.  At 
length  our  subject  and  the  sister  sold  out  and  Mr. 
Dean  went  to  Shiloh  Hill,  where  he  clerked  in  the 
store  of  his  brother,  W.  C.  Dean,  for  one  year.  He 
then  carried  on  a  drug  store  in  his  own  interest 
for  two  j-ears,  after  which  he  sold  out  and  returned 
to  Ava,  spending  two  years  as  clerk  in  his  brother's 
store.  He  next  purchased  a  hardware  store  and 
lumber  yard,  which  he  successfully  conducted  for 
five  years,  when  he  disposed  of  that  business,  and 
in  Januaiy,  1890,  established  the  bank  of  Ava, 
which  is  carried  on  under  the  name  of  G.  O.  Dean 
&  Brothers.  He  has  built  two  fine  residences  in 
this  place,  his  own  home  being  erected  in  1892,  at 
a  cost  of  ^3,800.  It  is  a  ten-room  house,  with  a 
basement,  is  supplied  with  all  modern  conveniences 
and  is  the  largest  residence  in  the  town. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean  were  born  seven  children, 
four  yet  living.  Emma  Leila,  born  October  29, 
1876,  is  now  a  student  in  Forest  Park  Universitj' 
of  St.  Louis,  and  is  a  fine  musician;  Fred  M.,  born 
October  21,  1879,  was  page  in  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives of  the  Thirty-eighth  General  Assemblj', 
being  appointed  by  Speaker  Craft  through  the  rec- 
ommendation of  Lieutenant-Governor  Gill,  his  un- 
cle, Hon.  W.  C.  Dean  and  Hon.  Reed  Green, of  Cairo; 
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Stella  was  born  May  21,  1883,  and  Miiia  Bell  was 
born  Mairh  24,  1885 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dean  are  prominent  members  and 
active  workers  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  he  is  now  serving  as  Deacon.  lie  is  filling 
his  second  term  as  Sunday-school  Superintendent, 
and  his  wife  has  been  a,,teacher  in  the  Sunday-- 
school for  seven  years.  Since  1875,  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  Odd  Fellow's  societ}',  is  Past  Noble 
Grand,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Kebecca  Lodge.  Both  have  served  as  representa- 
tives of  the  Grand  Lodge,  and  Mrs.  Dean  is  now 
serving  her  second  term  as  Deputy.  Our  subject 
is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  has  been  Senior  Dea- 
con, Treasurer  and  Secretary  of  Shiloh  Hill  Lodge 
No.  695,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  belonged  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias  of  Muiphysboro,  and  was  one  of  the 
organizers  of  Ava  Lodge  No.  396,  K.  P.,  of  which 
he  was  the  first  Chancellor-Commander.  In  poli- 
ties he  is  a  Democrat,  and  was  Chaii-man  of  the 
Central  Committee,  lie  was  the  second  President 
of  the  Village  Board  of  Ava,  served  two  terms  as 
City  Treasurer  and  refused  a  re-election,  lie  was 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  Ava  Building  and  I>oan 
Association,  was  its  first  Treasurer,  one  of  its  Di- 
rectois  and  has  scrveil  as  Vice-President.  He  has 
been  prominently  identified  with  tlie  best  interests 
of  this  community,  and  gives  his  support  to  all  en- 
terprises calculated  to  prove  of  public  benefit.  The 
prosperity  of  the  city  is  due  in  no  small  degree  to 
Lis  efforts,  and  its  history  would  be  incomplete 
without  his  sketch. 


<C'H"H"H"i"H''H^^'i"i''H"i"H"i"i''t"8''i'!X> 

J^OSEPH  WHITKHOUSE.  Tlie  subject  of 
this  sketch  has  been  a  resident  of  Randolph 
County  for  over  forty  years,  and  is  an  agri- 
culturist of  [irominence,  who,  notwithstand- 
ing the  reverses  and  discouragements  that  almost 
invariably  attend  those  who  settle  in  a  new  coun- 
try, has  come  boldly  to  the  front  and  surmounted 
all  dirticulties.  He  is  residing  at  the  present  time 
on  ills  fine  farm  of  two  hundred  and  seventy  acres, 
located  on  section  5,  township  8,  range  5,  where  he 
is  surrounded  bj'  all  the  comforts  of  life. 

A  native  of  England.  Mr.  'Whitehouse  was  bom 


in  West  Bromwich,  Staffordshire,  in  1809.  Los- 
ing his  parents  when  very  young,  he  was  reared 
by  strangers,  and  early  commenced  to  battle  with 
life  on  his  own  account.  He  was  taken  into  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Rebecca  Boulton,  in  wliom  he  found 
a  kind  and  tender  foster  mother,  and  remained  in 
her  family  until  fully  grown.  After  receiving 
limited  school  advantages,  he  secured  a  position 
in  the  iron  works  at  Golds  Hill,  later  at  Golds- 
green  and  finally  at  Tolls  End,  where  he  remained 
until  he  embarked  for  the  New  World.  Leav- 
ing Liverpool  some  time  in  1832,  he  landed  in 
New  York  after  a  voyage  of  forty-seven  days,  and 
found  his  first  employment  at  Boonton,  N.  J., 
where  he  remained  for  about  a  j'car. 

From  New  Jersey  Mr.  Whitehouse  proceeded  to 
Haverstraw,  N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  for  seven- 
teen years.  Meantime  he  met  and  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Tudor,  the  daughter  of  an  old  English 
friend,  who  had  preceded  liim  to  New  York.  Their 
marriage  occurred  December  26,  1835,  Mrs.  White- 
house  being  in  her  eighteenth  year.  She  remained 
his  devoted  companion  until  Maj-  3,  1890,  when 
her  decease  occurred  on  the  home  farm  in  this 
county. 

The  j-ear  1819  witnessed  the  departure  of  our 
suliject  for  the  west,  his  arrival  in  Randolph  Coun- 
ty being  in  April  of  that  3'ear.  His  first  purchase 
of  land  consisted  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
to  which  ho  later  added  a  like  amount.  He  has  re- 
sided upon  this  tract  for  over  forty  years,  and  has 
conse(iuently  witnessed  the  transformation  of  the 
wild  land  into  the  many  cultivated  farms  for  which 
Randolph  County  is  noted.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Whitehouse  were  born  nine  children,  only  two  of 
whom  survive:  Mary  Ann,  now  Mrs.  M.  Viekers; 
and  William  Tudor,  who  remains  at  home  and  su- 
perintends the  management  of  the  farm.  Those 
deceased  are  John,  Eliza,  Harriet,  Joseph,  Matilda, 
Fannie  and  Martha. 

In  religious  belief,  Mr.  Whitehouse  is  a  member 
of  the  Ebenezer  Presbyterian  Church,  with  which 
his  wife  was  also  identified.  Notwithstanding  his 
advanced  years,  he  is  hale  and  hearty,  and  in  the 
twilight  of  his  useful  life  is  surrounded  bj'  every 
comfort,  and  is  affectionately  cared  for  by  his  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren.     Politically,  he  is  as  firm 
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in  his  advocacy  of  Republican  principles  as  he  was 
in  the  earlj'  da3-s  of  the  history  of  that  party. 

The  only  son  of  our  subject,  William  T.,  was 
born  November  12,  1848,  in  Haverstraw,  N.  Y. 
In  March,  1874,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Mary  J.,  daughter  of  John  M.  and  Margaret 
(Galimore)  Biidgeman,  residents  of  Rockwood,  of 
whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  Mrs.  Wiiitehouse  departed  this  life  May 
3,  1889,  after  having  become  the  mother  of  four 
children:  Josie,  who  was  born  February  9,  1875, 
and  died  February  12  of  the  same  year;  Willis  II., 
who  was  born  February  18,  1876;  Martha  M., 
August  8,  1878;  and  Walter  E.,  May  30,  1882. 


^  OHN  KELLERM  ANN.  Perry  County  is  the 
home  of  many  intelligent,  industrious  Ger- 
man farmers,  who  from  a  small  beginning 
^j^-,^  have  won  a  competence,  securing  a  consider- 
able amount  of  land,  and  surrounding  themselves 
with  many  comforts  and  conveniences.  Among 
this  number  may  be  mentioned  Mr.  Kellermanu, 
who  is  the  possessor  of  one  hundred  and  ninety 
acres  of  improved  land,  located  on  section  36, 
township  4,  range  3  west. 

Our  subject  was  born  in  Prussia  in  the  year  1824, 
and  is  the  son  of  Jasper  and  Josephine  (Scliultz) 
Kellermann,  likewise  natives  of  the  Fatherland. 
Jasper  Kellermann  was  one  in  a  family  of  two 
children,  and  his  sister  dying  when  young,  he 
fell  heir  to  the  property  left  by  his  parents,  which 
comprised  about  fifty  acres  of  valuable  land.  Of 
his  family,  Clara,  F"iank  and  William  are  deceased. 
Those  living  besides  our  subject  are  Catherine, 
and  William  (second).  Jasper  Kellermann  lived 
to  be  seventy-four  years  of  age,  while  his  good 
wife  at  her  death  numbered  ninety-nine  years  and 
two  months. 

John,  of  this  sketch,  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  Germany,  and  when  attaining  his 
fourteenth  year  began  work  in  the  rolling  mills,  re- 
ceiving five  cents  a  day  for  his  services,  and  was 
obliged  to  board  himself.  He  was  thus  employed 
until  entering  the  German  army,  when  twenty 
years  of  age.     He  was  given  a  furlough  after  serv- 


ing his  country  for  two  years  and  five  months,  and 
taking  advantage  of  his  leave  of  absence,  came  to 
the  United  States.  This  was  in  1849,  and  upon 
landing  in  the  New  World  young  Kellermann 
made  his  w.ay  to  Michigan,  and  after  a  few  months 
spent  in  that  state  moved  to  St.  Louis,  and  later 
to  Monroe  County,  this  state.  Upon  arriving  in 
the  Mound  City  he  had  but  $50  in  money,  and 
for  three  years  was  there  employed  in  the  rolling 
mills. 

While  making  his  home  in  Monroe  County,  our 
subject  married  Miss  INIary,  daughter  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Beckley)  Benson.  The  lady  was  likewise 
a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  brought  b3'  her  par- 
ents to  the  United  States  when  five  years  of  age. 
By  her  union  with  our  subject  were  born  the 
following  named  eleven  children:  Lizzie,  Jasper, 
John,  Henry,  Mary,  Catherine,  Herman,  Henry 
William,  Frank,  Peter  and  Joseph.  Of  these, 
Henr^'  and  Catherine  are  deceased.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Kellermann  rented  land,  which  he  oper- 
ated for  five  years,  and  at  the  end  of  that  time  was 
enabled  to  purchase  a  portion  of  his  present  farm 
in  this  county,  where  lie  has  since  made  his  home. 
In  his  agricultural  pursuits  he  has  ever  shown  a 
disposition  to  improve  his  opportunities  by  means 
of  unflagging  industry  and  perseverance,  and  now 
ranks  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of  this  section. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kellermann  are  active  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  He  is  a  reliable  citizen,  and 
at  every  election  casts  a  vote  in  favor  of  Demo- 
cratic candidates. 


='5"5'***'M'*E 


'^i  OBERT  BEGGS.  This  name  will  be  recog- 
nized by  many  of  our  readers  as  that  of  a 
resident  of  township  4,  range  3  west,  who 
is  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising. 
His  landed  estate  consists  of  four  hundred  acres, 
the  greater  portion  of  which  is  well  improved,  and 
its  present  condition  is  due  to  his  own  good  judg- 
ment and  enterprise.  The  farm  is  stocked  with  all 
that  goes  to  make  up  a  well  regulated  estate,  and 
the  family  occupies  a  pleasant  dwelling,  where 
home  comforts  abound. 

Our   subject    is   a   son    of    William   and    Jane 
(Hanley)    Beggs.     His   grandparents   on    the    pa- 
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teiiial  side  were  Robert  and  Nancy  (Orr)  Beggs, 
the  former  of  whom  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
Beggs,  wlio  in  turn  was  a  descendant  of  James 
Beggs.  Tlie  fatiier  of  tlie  last  named  gentleman 
was  born  in  Scotland,  and  after  his  marriage, 
emigrated  to  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  where  he 
owned  large  tracts  of  land.  Thomas  Beggs,  to- 
gether with  his  sons,  was  an  extensive  land  owner 
in  Ireland,  and  he  also  owned  and  operated  a  mill 
for  many  years.  lie  was  the  father  of  three  sons 
and  two  daughters:  William,  Robert  (the  grand- 
father of  our  subject),  .Tames,  Margaret  and  Anna. 
The  sons  owned  large  farms  in  Ireland,  which  are 
still  occupied  by  their  descendants.  The  grand- 
father was  captured  at  Belfast,  and  being  forced 
into  service,  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Trafalgar, 
«nd  during  that  period  was  in  England  for  three 
years. 

William  Beggs,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  1803,  and  after  receiving  a  limited  educa- 
tion, learned  the  trade  of  a  weaver.  He  fell  heir 
to  a  small  tract  of  land,  which  he  sold  for  fifty 
pounds,  and  later,  renting  a  larger  farm,  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  in  1848. 
He  was  one  in  a  family  of  five  children,  his 
brothers  and  sisters  being,  Thomas,  Robert,  Nancy 
and  Catherine. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  they  had  seven  children, 
one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those  now  living 
besides  our  subject,  who  is  the  eldest  born,  arc, 
William,  Catherine,  Ann  (Mrs.  Andrew  McKin- 
stry),  and  Jane.  Fannie  and  Nancy  are  deceased. 
Robert,  of  thi?  sketch,  was  never  permitted  to  at- 
tend school,  but  being  ambitious  to  gain  a  thor- 
ough knowledge  of  books,  prosecuted  his  studies 
at  home,  and  is  to-day  a  well  read  man. 

I'rior  to  crossing  the  Atlantic,  which  trip  was 
made  in  his  twenty -.second  year,  our  subject  was 
variously  employed  in  working  out  on  farms  and 
on  tlie  railroad  in  his  native  land,  Ireland.  After 
coming  to  the  New  World,  he  worked  out  as  a  farm 
hand  in  New  .Jersey  for  three  years,  and  later  spent 
a  short  time  in  Philadelphia.  In  1855  he  came  to 
Illinois  and  purchased  forty  acres  of  land,  which 
now  forms  a  portion  of  his  present  valuable  estate. 
It  was  then  in  a  perfectly  wild  state,  covered  with 


timber,  and  where  are  now  broad  roads  there  were 
Indian  trails.  Mr.  Beggs  was  very  industrious,  and 
from  time  to  time  added  to  his  property,  until  he 
accumulated  four  hundred  acres.  He  has  the 
greater  part  of  this  under  the  plow,  and  in  Perry 
County  is  recognized  as  an  important  member  of 
its  farming  community. 

December  25,  1852,  in  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Beggs 
married  Miss  Rosa,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Jane 
(McBrune)  McKinstry.  Mrs.  Beggs  is  a  devout 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of  Nashville, 
and  is  a  most  highly  esteemed  lady.  Our  subject 
is  a  prominent  Democrat  in  politics,  and  as  one  of 
the  representative  citizens  of  this  localit}'  has  held 
manv  offices  of  trust. 


'jf?  GUIS  H.  GILSTER.  This  successful  busi- 
I  ^  ness  man  of  Chester  is  engaged  as  a  banker, 
J*— ^  merchant  and  miller.  He  was  born  in  the 
kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany,  January  26,1844, 
and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Doris  (Schraeder)  Gli- 
ster. The  father,  who  was  a  merchant  tailor  in  his 
native  land, crossed  the  Atlantic,  December  6,  1857, 
on  a  sailing-vessel,  and  landed  at  New  Orleans. 
Thence  he  made  his  way  up  the  Mississippi  River 
to  Chester,  and  there  worked  at  his  trade  until  his 
decease,  which  occurred  April  26,  1880.  His  good 
wife,  who  survives  him,  is  a  most  estimable  lady 
and  is  at  present  residing  in  this  place. 

Louis  H.  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of  the  par- 
ental family  of  ten  children.  He  received  a  good 
education  in  his  native  language,  and  after  coming 
to  the  United  States  prosecuted  his  studies  for  two 
winters  in  the  district  school  taught  by  Rev.  Mr. 
Barlow,  a  Baptist  minister  of  Chester.  Wiien  old 
enough  to  choose  an  occupation,  he  learned  the 
trade  of  a  merchant  tailor  from  his  father,  and 
completed  his  apprenticeship  when  reaching  his 
eighteenth  year. 

On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War,  our  subject, 
desirous  of  giving  his  services  to  the  Union,  en- 
listed in  Company  H,  Twenty-second  Illinois  In- 
fantry, which  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Swan- 
wick.  His  regiment  joined  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland   and    participated    in    many  of  the  hard 
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fouglit  battles  of  the  war.  He  did  brave  and  valiant 
service  throughout  that  period,  and  on  receiving  his 
honorable  discharge,  in  June,  1865,  returned  to 
this  place  and  for  the  following  two  years  worked 
at  the  tailor's  trade. 

In  1867  Mr.  Glister  began  clerking  in  tiie  store 
of  William  Sehuchert,  with  whom  he  remained  for 
a  period  of  six  years.  During  that  time  he  had  an 
opportunity  to  learn  the  business,  and  finding 
that  he  could  make  it  pay  better  than  to  follow  his 
trade,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  father,  the 
firm  becoming  Henry  Glister  &  Son.  They  put  in 
a  full  stock  of  general  merchandise,  and  continued 
thus  to  operate  until  1875,  when  the  father's  in- 
terest in  the  business  was  purchased  bj'  a  brother 
of  our  subject  and  the  firm  name  was  changed  to 
L.  H.  Glister  ife  Brother.  They  were  very  successful 
young  business  men,  and  their  trade  extended  over 
a  large  territory.  Our  subject,  however,  in  the 
spring  of  1891,  purchased  iiis  brotiier's  interest  in 
the  store,  which  is  now  known  throughout  the 
county. 

In  1888  our  subject  organized  the  Buena  Vista 
Milling  Company,  of  whicli  he  is  Treasurer  and 
general  man.ager.  The  mill  is  fitted  out  with  a 
new  process  roller  system,  and  manufactures  the 
"  Crown  Patent,"  "  Belle  of  Chester,"  and  "  Tri- 
umph" brands  of  tlour.  It  also  turns  out  large 
quantities  of  crushed  corn  and  bran,  and  its  ca- 
pacity is  seventy-five  barrels  of  dour  ever3- twenty- 
four  hours.  Our  subject  is  a  man  whose  versatile 
talents  permit  him  to  engage  in  various  kinds  of 
business,  and  in  1882  he  established  the  banking 
house  of  Louis  H.  Glister,  which  he  is  conducting 
at  the  present  time.  He  has  had  a  large  experience 
as  a  business  man,  and  his  sterling  qualities  and 
genial  manner  are  recognized  by  all  who  know  him 
and  prepossess  strangers  in  his  favor. 

June  3,  1866,  Louis  H.  Gilster  and  Miss  Caroline 
Begemann  were  united  in  marriage.  The  lady  was 
born  in  Lippe-Detmold,  German}',  January  6, 
1845.  Their  family  comprises  eight  sons  and  four 
daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living.  Our  subject  is 
deeply  interested  in  their  welfare,  and  therefore  is 
ready  to  bear  a  part  in  all  those  movements  which 
will  enhance  the  material,  educational  and  moral 
prosperity  of  the  nation.     As  is  a  well  known  fact. 


he  has  succeeded    well  in  worldly   affairs,  and  has 
just  completed  a  fine  two-storj'  business  block. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gilster  are  devoted  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church,  in  which  the  former  has  served 
in  the  capacity  of  Deacon  for  the  past  twenty-five 
years.  He  is  a  decided  Republican  in  politics,  and 
works  earnestly  to  promote  the  interests  of  that 
party.  He  has  held  various  local  offices,  and  for 
four  years  was  Alderman  of  the  Third  Ward  of 
Chester. 

^  OHN  HENSON,  an  honored  veteran  of  the 
late  war,  is  the  owner  and  occupant  of  a 
farm  of  forty  acres,  located  near  Rockwood, 
in  townsiiip  8,  range  5,  Randolph  County. 
He  is  a  native-born  citizen  of  this  state,  his  birth 
having  occurred  near  McLeansboro,  Hamilton 
Count}-,  March  31,  1835.  His  parents  bore  the 
names  of  William  and  Susannah  (Brad}-)  Henson. 
The  former,  who  was  a  native  of  West  Virginia, 
came  to  Illinois  when  it  was  but  little  more  than 
a  wilderness,  and  iiere  died  in  March  of  1850. 
Mrs.  Henson  was  a  daughter  of  James  Brady  and 
was  born  in  Union  Count}',  Ky.  She  came  to 
Hamilton  County  with  her  parents  when  a  young 
girl. 

Our  subject  is  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  three  sons  and  seven  daughters,  only 
three  of  whom  yet  survive.  His  boyhood  days 
were  spent  in  his  native  county,  where  his  studies 
were  conducted  in  the  primitive  schoolhouse,  with 
its  slab  seats  and  rude  furnishings.  In  1854  he 
came  to  Chester,  where  he  was  elected  City  Mar- 
shal, and  he  continued  to  hold  that  office  until  his 
enlistment  in  the  army. 

September  7,  1861,  the  name  of  John  Henson 
was  enrolled  in  Company  H,  Thirty-first  Illinois 
Infantry.  He  participated  in  some  of  the  most 
bloody  engagements  of  the  war,  the  first  conflicts 
being  at  Belmont  and  Ft.  Donelson,  and  the  last 
at  Atlanta,  where  he  was  captured  and  taken  to 
Andersouville  Prison.  After  having  been  confined 
for  nearly  a  month  in  that  place  he  made  his  es- 
cape, but  was  recaptured  and  taken  to  Salisbury. 
Two  hours  after  entering  the  prison  he  was  success- 
ful in   escaping,  and   made   his  way  to  the  Union 
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army,  stationed  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C.  He  was 
mustered  out  and  lionoiahl\'  discharged  July  15, 
1865,  having  served  gallantly  throughout  the  en- 
tire struggle. 

Mr.  Henson  has  been  tlirice  married.  In  1854 
he  married  Miss  Rebecca  Grindle, of  Perry  County, 
this  state.  Two  children  were  born  of  this  union, 
Benjamin  V.,  a  resident  of  Randolph  County,  and 
John  L.,  who  lives  in  .I.ackson  County.  Septem- 
ber 1,  1865,  Miss  Adeline  Baker,  of  Jackson 
County,  became  the  wife  of  our  subject,  and  to 
them  one  son  was  born,  William  Ulysses,  who  is 
living  on  a  part  of  his  father's  farm. 

May  15,  1878,  Mrs.  Mary  Steward  became  the 
wife  of  Mr.  Henson.  She  is  an  excellent  lady 
and  is  devoted  to  the  welfare  of  her  husband 
and  children,  Laura  Belle  and  Mary  Josephine, 
both  of  whom  are  at  home  with  their  parents. 
Mr.  Henson  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Rockwood.  In  his  political  atliliations  he  is  a 
stanch  and  true  Republican.  Socially-,  he  is  con- 
nected with  Rockwood  Post  No.  734,  G.  A.  R., 
of  which  he  is  one  of  the  leading  members. 


^jpjy^OBERT  WORTHEN  WATSON  is  now  serv- 
ing his  third  term  as  Circuit  Clerk  and 
County  Recorder  of  Jackson  Coxinty,  111., 
!P)and  makes  his  home  in  Muri)liysboro.  The 
fact  that  he  has  been  three  times  elected  to  this 
office  is  a  high  testimonial  of  the  ability  and 
fidelity  with  which  he  has  discharged  his  public 
duties.  True  to  every  trust  reposed  in  him,  his 
fellow-townsmen  could  find  no  better  official  or 
one  more  worthy  of  their  confidence. 

Mr.  Watson  is  a  native  of  Missouri.  He  was 
born  near  Ilillsboro  on  the  .3d  of  September,  1847, 
and  is  a  son  of  James  P.  Watson,  a  native  of  New 
York  City.  The  grandparents  emigrated  from 
England  to  that  metropolis  and  there  spent  their 
remaining  days.  The  father  of  our  subject  was 
a  tailor  by  trade.  In  early  life  he  went  to  New 
Mexico, but  afterwards  removed  to  Ilillsboro, Mo., 
where  he  followed  his  chosen  occupation  and  also 
engaged  in  teaching.  In  about  1849  he  located 
in  Jackson  Countv,  where   he  followed  the  .same 


profession  for  several  years  in  connection  with 
his  work  at  tailoring.  In  1856  he  look  up  his 
residence  in  Murphysboro  and  was  appointed 
Deputy  Circuit  Clerk.  Four  years  later  he  was 
elected  Circuit  Clerk,  and  on  the  expiration  of  his 
term  was  re-elected,  in  1864.  His  death  occurred 
while  holding  that  office,  September  l.T,  1865. 
On  attaining  his  majority-  he  became  a  supporter 
of  the  Whig  party,  and  on  its  dissolution  lie 
joined  the  Democracy.  He  held  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  mother  of 
our  subject  w.is  in  her  maidenhood  Ann  Parmley. 
She  was  a  native  of  Kentuckj',  as  was  her  father, 
who  there  followed  farming  throughout  life.  Her 
death  occurred   in  Murphysboro  in  July,  1887. 

In  the  family  were  three  daughters  and  one  son, 
all  of  whom  are  3-et  living:  Mary  J.,  wife  of 
Hiram  Cover;  Carrie,  wife  of  James  M.  Rolens; 
Frances,  wife  of  George  S.  Rolens,  and  our  sub- 
ject, who  is  the  eldest.  He  was  reared  in  the 
county  which  is  still  his  home,  and  its  public 
schools  afiforded  him  his  educational  privileges. 
At  an  early  age  he  began  to  earn  his  own  liveli- 
hood, securing  a  position  as  clerk  with  Bierer  ife 
Wortlien,dr\'-goodsmerchants,  with  whom  he  con- 
tinued for  a  period  of  five  years.  He  then  became 
Assistant  Postin.ister,  serving  for  four  yeai's  under 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Jenkins.  During  this  time  he  era- 
barked  in  merchandising,  but  in  1875  his  store 
and  stock  were  completely  destroyed  by  fire.  He 
was  then  forced  to  resume  clerking,  which  he  con- 
tinued until  1880,  when  he  was  made  Deputy  Cir- 
cuit Clerk,  serving  under  C.  B.  Dishom.  In  1886 
his  superior  died,  and  at  a  .special  election  in  the 
spring  of  1887  he  w.is  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket  to  fill  the  vacancy,  receiving  the  very  fiat- 
tering  majority  of  six  hundred  votes.  In  No- 
vember, 1888,  he  was  again  elected,  and  in  1892 
was  once  more  the  people's  choice  for  that  ollice. 

On  the  21st  of  September,  1875,  Mr.  Watson 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Ella  Tippett,  a 
native  of  Tennessee,  and  a  daugiiter  of  W.  C.  Tij)- 
pett,  a  coal  dealer  of  Murphysboro.  Three  chil- 
dren   bless  their  union,  Jessie,  Nellie  and    Lillie. 

Mr.  Watson  is  a  member  of  Amity  Lodge, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  has  served  as  representative  to  the 
Grand  Lodge,  and  is  Past  Chief  Patriarch  of  Lin- 
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coin  Encampment  No.  lOi).  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  Treasurer  of  the 
Uniformed  Rank.  His  wife  liolds  membership 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  North.  Mr. 
Watson  has  also  held  other  offices,  having  been 
City  Treasurer  for  two  terms,  from  1876  until 
1880,  and  was  City  Clerk  from  1883  until  1887. 
By  his  prompt  and  faithful  discharge  of  duty  he 
has  ever  won  the  high  commendation  of  all  con- 
cerned. A  self-made  man,  he  has  steadily  worked 
his  way  upward,  improving  his  opportunities  and 
making  the  most  of  his  advantages,  and  a  well 
spent  life  has  won  him  liigh  regard. 


frtkm^^^T^ 
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UILLIAM  C.  FRIDRICHS,  a  highly  re- 
spected and  influential  farmer  residing  on 
ij^^  section  12,township3,range  10,  is  a  native 
of  Monroe  County.  He  was  born  near  Waterloo, 
January  27,  1849,  and  is  of  German  descent.  His 
parents,  William  and  Margaret  (Langhorst)  Frid- 
richs,  are  both  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany. 
Our  subject  is  their  only  child.  In  1848  the 
father  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America  with  his 
wife,  and  came  direct  to  Monroe  County,  locating 
upon  a  farm.  He  lived  only  six  months  thereafter, 
dying  from  an  attack  of  cholera,  at  the  earl^-  age 
of  twent3'-five  3'ears.  Mrs.  Fridrichs,  who  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  (icrman^',  is  still  liv- 
ing, at  the  age  of  sixty-five  j'cars,  her  home  being 
in  this  county.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  our 
subject,  who  was  reared  in  the  home  of  his  grand- 
mother, and  during  his  youth  acquired  a  good  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  When  he  had 
reached  the  age  of  twenty-two  years  he  chose  as 
a  companion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss 
Anna  Klotzer,  a  native  of  St.  Clair  County,  111. 
The  greater  part  of  her  girlhood,  however,  was 
spent  in  Monroe  County.  By  their  marriage  were 
born  six  children,  but  one  died  in  infanc}-.  Those 
still  living  are  Sophia,  Emma,  William,  Anna  and 
Ida.  The  mother  of  the  family  w.as  called  to  iier 
final  rest  at  the  age  of  twenty-seven  years.  She 
•was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church  and  a  lady 


possessed  of  many  excellencies  of  character.  Mr. 
Fridrichs  afterwards  married  Catherine  Herring,  a 
native  of  Germany,  wlio  when  a  little  child  was 
brought  by  her  parents  to  America,  in  1866.  The 
family  came  at  once  to  Illinois  and  made  a  settle- 
ment in  Monroe  County,  where  the  daughter  was 
reared  to  womanhood.  Seven  children  graced  the 
second  marriage  and  six  of  the  number  still  sur- 
vive, as  follows:  August,  Edward,  Armin,  Bertha, 
Lucretia  and  Lj'dia.     One  child  died  in  infanc}-. 

When  Mr.  Fridrichs  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self he  had  no  capital  save  a  young  man's  bright 
hope  of  the  future  and  a  determination  to  win 
success  if  honest  labor  could  accomplish  it.  He 
has  indeed  led  a  busy  life,  and  his  industry  and 
enterprise  have  been  rewarded  by  a  comfortable 
competence.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  tliree  hun- 
dred and  fifty-live  acres  of  rich  land,  which  is  un- 
der a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  well  improved. 
His  farm  is  considered  one  of  the  valuable  and 
desirable  places  of  the  community,  and  its  neat 
and  thrifty  appearance  indicates  the  careful  super- 
vision of  the  owner. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Fridrichs  is  a  stalwart 
Republican,  and  socially  is  connected  with  the 
Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Farmers'  Mutual  Bene- 
fit Association.  He  holds  membership  with  the 
Lutheran  Church,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  His  success  is  well  deserved,  for 
it  is  the  fruit  of  his  own  toil.  He  has  always 
lived  in  ]Monioe  County,  and  those  who  have 
known  him  from  early  boyhood  are  numbered 
among  his  stancliest  friends,  a  fact  which  indicates 
an  upright,  iionorable  life. 


ellARLES  W.  PLATER,  one  of  the  promi- 
nent citizens  of  Murphysboro,  now  holds 
the  position  of  foreman  of  the  lumber  and 
wrecking  department  of  the  ISIobile  A  Ohio  Rail- 
road, and  also  furnishes  and  receives  the  supplies 
of  the  St.  Louis  Division.  He  was  born  in  Jones- 
boro.  Union  County,  111.,  August  3,  1852,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  L.  and  Anna  C.  (Stell)  Plater,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Washington,  D.  C.  The 
father  served  as  cashier  in  a  bank   in   the  Capitol 
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City,  but  afterwards  removed  to  New  York,  and 
subsequently  located  in  t'entralia.  III.  Tlierc  lie 
engaged  in  merchandising,  hauling  his  goods  from 
St.  Louis  by  team.  His  last  daj's  were  si)ent  upon 
a  farm  near  .louesboro.  III.,  and  he  became  well-to- 
do.  His  death  occurred  in  1864,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four  years. 

Our  subject's  wife  passed  away  February  1, 
I8'.i2,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-four.  In  the 
family  wore  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  yet 
living.  Three  brothers,  .Tohn.  .Tames  and  \V.  W., 
were  members  of  the  Thirt3--lirst  Illinois  Infantry 
during  the  late  war,  and  the  first  two  were  num- 
bered among  the  boys  in  blue  of  C'ompanj'  D. 

Upon  the  home  farm,  Mr.  Plater  of  this  sketch 
was  reared,  and  in  the  public  schools  of  Jonesboro 
acquired  his  education,  graduating  from  the  high 
school  in  1871.  He  had  previousl}-  learned  the 
trade  of  cabinet-making,  and  in  that  j'ear  he  pur- 
chased a  cabinet  shop  in  Ava,  111.,  and  embarked 
in  business  for  himself.  He  also  carried  on  a 
furniture  store  there  for  three  years,  and  was  one 
of  the  first  merchants  of  the  place.  In  1874,  he 
came  to  Murphysboro  and  engaged  in  contract- 
ing and  building.  The  following  year,  how- 
ever, he  entered  the  emplo}-  of  the  St.  Louis  & 
Cairo  Railroad  as  a  bridge  builder  under  W.  M. 
Wood.  He  was  afterwards  put  in  charge  of  the 
rebuilding  of  the  tunnel,  which  is  four  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  on  the  comple- 
tion of  this  work  he  was  made  foreman  of  the 
bridges  and  buildings  between  Murphysboro  and 
Cairo,  which  position  he  held  until  18'J1.  Daring 
that  time  he  was  also  engaged  in  bridge  building 
at  the  new  shops  in  East  St.  Ix)uis  for  one  year, 
and  then  again  took  charge  of  the  bridges.  After 
the  road  was  sold  to  the  Mobile  <fe  Ohio,  in  1886, 
he  continued  with  it  in  the  same  capacity,  and  in 
August,  1892,  was  appointed  to  his  present  posi- 
tion, as  foreman  of  the  lumber  and  wrecking  de- 
partment. The  wrecking  train  is  always  ready  to 
be  sent  out  at  a  moment's  notice  and  is  supplied 
with  one  of  the  finest  outfits  of  the  kind  in  the 
Mississippi  Valley. 

Mr.  Plater  was  married  in  Jonesboro,  October  1, 
1886,  to  Miss  Olive  O.  Cruse,  a  native  of  that  city. 
Two  children  grace  their  union,  Clarence  and  Ro- 


land. They  have  a  pleasant  residence  on  South 
Ulanchard  Street  and  also  own  another  dwelling 
on  the  same  street. 

Mr.  Plater  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Jackson  Coun- 
ty Homestead  and  Loan  Association,  and  is  Past 
(Jrand  of  Mt.  Carbon  Lodge  No.  34,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  in 
which  he  holds  membership.  In  politics,  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  for  two  years  served  as  Alderman 
of  the  Fourth  Ward,  during  which  time  the  water 
works,  electric  light  and  seweiage  systems  were 
put  in.  He  h.as  ever  had  the  best  interests  of  the 
city  at  heart,  and  has  done  all  in  his  power  for  its 
promotion  and  upbuilding. 


1^^-^ 


(^ 
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RS.  SARAH  J.  PATE,  a  highly  esteemed 
resident  of  Jackson  County,  has  passed 
her  entire  life  in  Somerset  Township, 
where  she  was  born  on  the  3d  of  October, 
1839.  Reared  amid  the  pioneer  scenes  of  those 
early  days,  .she  became  a  strong,  self-reliant  and 
useful  woman.  As  the  daughter  of  a  brave  and 
industrious  pioneer  and  the  wife  of  an  influential 
and  successful  citizen  of  this  count\-,  she  is  in 
every  wa\-  worthy  of  her  father  and  husband. 
She  possesses  excellent  judgment  and  sound  com- 
mon sense  and  is  a  wise  manager,  so  that  her  hus- 
band's estate  has  not  diminished  in  value  since 
it  came  into  her  hands. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  William  Dot}-,  was 
born  in  Rockbridge  County,  Va.,  Februar}'  6, 
1787,  and  about  1816  accompanied  the  other 
members  of  the  family  to  Illinois,  sojourning  for 
a  short  time  in  what  is  now  Williamson  County. 
Thence  he  came  to  Jackson  Count}-  and  located  in 
the  northern  part  of  Somei-set  Township,  where  in 
the  midst  of  the  dense  woods  he  built  a  log  cabin 
and  commenced  the  arduous  task  of  clearing  the 
land.  After  making  his  home  for  some  time  in 
that  primitive  abode  he  built  a  hewed-Iog  house, 
a  more  substantial  structure,  which  still  stands  on 
the  farm.  He  was  the  first  settler  in  this  part  of 
the  county  and  purchased  his  farm  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

The  trials  that  fell  to  the  lot  of  William  Doty 
were  such  as  every  pioneer  was  obliged  to  endure. 


718 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD 


The  task  of  clearing  tlie  land  was  one  of  great 
difticully  and  was  only  secured  after  years  of 
struggling.  Money  was  scarce  in  those  early  days, 
and  often  the  family  was  deprived  of  what  to-day 
would  be  considered  the  necessities  of  life.  Rec- 
ognizing his  ability,  Mr.  Doty's  fellow-citizens 
frequently  elected  him  to  positions  of  honor  in  the 
township,  and  as  time  passed  by  and  the  county 
became  more  densely-  populated  his  influence  con- 
stantly increased.  He  served  as  Associate  Judge 
of  the  county  and  was  one  of  a  number  who  as- 
sisted in  arranging  the  county  records  after  the 
court  house  was  burned  at  Brownsville,  then  the 
county  seat. 

In  the  death  of  Mr.  Doty,  which  occurred  in 
March,  1867,  Somerset  Township  sustained  a  severe 
loss,  as  he  was  in  every  respect  a  desirable  citizen 
and  had  done  a  great  deal  to  advance  the  material 
prosperity  of  the  commuiiit3'.  He  was  a  consider- 
ate husband,  a  loving  father  and  a  good  neighbor, 
ever  just  and  upright  in  his  dealings.  His  wife, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Sarah  Tedford,  and  who 
was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  passed  away  November 
25,  1847,  many  years  prior  to  his  demise.  They 
were  the  parents  of  fourteen  children,  of  whom 
the  following  survive:  Nancy  D.,  wife  of  Thomas 
Steele,  a  resident  of  Ava  Township:  Elizabeth, 
who  married  James  T.  Cox  and  lives  in  Somerset 
Township;  and  Sarah  J.,  of  this  sketch. 

Our  subject  was  married  July  26,  1863,  to 
Sabe  Pate,  who  was  liorn  in  Tennessee  February 
11,  1833.  For  further  mention  of  the  Pate  family 
the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of  Anthony 
Pate,  which  is  presented  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 
When  ab03',Sabe  Pate  accompanied  his  parents  to 
Illinois,  and  upon  a  farm  in  Jackson  County 
attained  manhood.  He  and  his  wife  became  the 
parents  of  four  children,  of  whom  three  are  now 
living:  Matthew  W.;  Elvira,  wife  of  Edward 
Hughes;  and  Sarah  E.,  who  married  William 
Franklin.     John  is  deceased. 

A  sound  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  Mr. 
Pate  deemed  that  in  working  for  the  good  of  his 
party  he  was  promoting  the  best  interests  of  his 
country.  He  was  a  devoted  member  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church,  contributed  liberally  to  the 
support  of   the  Gospel,  and  was  prominent  in  the 


management  of  the  affairs  of  his  church,  occupy- 
ing its  various  offices.  His  death  occurred  De- 
cember 27,  1872,  and  was  deplored  throughout  the 
township  as  a  public  loss.  Since  his  demise  his 
widow  has  continued  to  reside  upon  the  old  home- 
stead of  one  hundred  acres,  the  soil  of  which  is 
carefully  tilled  by  her  only  son,  Matthew  W.  He 
and  his  wife,  formerly  Mary  N.  Franklin,  with  their 
two  children,  Edgar  and  Grover,  also  live  on  the 
old  home  farm.  Like  his  father  and  grandfather, 
he  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  though  scarcely 
yet  in  life's  prime,  has  already  attainerl  a  promi- 
nent place  among  the  agriculturists  of  the  town- 
ship. 

The  present  representatives  of  this  family  are  in 
eveiy  way  worthy  of  their  distinguished  lineage. 
They  are  justly  proud  of  the  fact  that  Grand- 
father Ephraim  Dot}'  fought  for  the  Colonies  dur- 
ing the  trying  times  of  the  Revolution,  and  it  is 
one  of  the  family  traditions  that  this  brave  sol- 
dier was  present  at  the  famous  tea  party  at  Boston 
Harbor. 


'  LBERT  M.  NEAL,  who  is  pit  manager  for 
the  Garrison  Shaft,  Big  Muddy  Ore  ife 
1  i  Steel  Company,  of  Jlurphysboro,  was  horn 
in  Du  Quoin,  111.,  on  the  9th  of  October, 
1859,  and  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  pio- 
neer families  of  this  county.  His  grandfather, 
William  Neal,  settled  in  Carbondale  Township  in 
a  very  early  day  and  there  followed  farming.  His 
father,  John  Neal,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  be- 
came a  miner  of  Du  Quoin.  In  1861,  he  engaged 
in  the  P^igliteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  .-ind  for  four 
years  followed  the  Old  Flag.  At  the  battle  of 
Shiloh  he  had  a  finger  shot  off.  When  the  struggle 
was  over,  he  returned  to  Du  Quoin,  but  in  1866 
came  to  Murphysboro,  where  he  engaged  in  min- 
ing until  1889,  since  which  time  he  has  made  his 
home  in  Quincy.  He  married  Sarah  A.  GoUilier. 
a  native  of  this  state,  who  died  in  Murph^'sboro 
in  1883,  leaving  two  children:  Albert  M.,  and 
William,  who  is  mine  manager. 

Our  subject  was  reared  and  educated  in  this  city, 
and  at  the  age  of  fourteen  began  working  in  the 
mines  in  the  employ  of  the  same  company  with 
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which  he  is  now  connected.  His  service  with  them 
covers  a  period  of  twenty  years,  and  lias  been  one 
of  proinDtion  from  the  lowest  position  up  to  that 
of  pit  manager.  The  Harrison  mining  niacliinerv 
is  used,  and  about  seven  hundred  tons  of  coal  are 
taken  out  each  day.  His  long  continuance  with 
one  company  indicates  his  high  degree  of  faith- 
fulness, and  his  promotion  shows  that  he  has  the 
confidence  and  trust  of  his  employers. 

On  Christmas  Day  of  1883,  in  Murphysboro, 
was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Neal  and  Miss 
Kale  IMarshall.  a  native  of  Warwicksliiie,  England, 
and  a  daughter  of  .losiah  and  Sarah  !•;.  (Harvey) 
Marshall,  who  were  also  natives  of  England.  Her 
father  was  a  miner,  and  in  186.5  he  went  with  his 
family  to  Belleville.  111.,  where  he  spent  his  last 
days.  His  widow  afterwards  became  the  wife  of 
James  Turner, and  in  1869  they  came  to  Murphys- 
boro, where  Mr.  Turner  is  now  engaged  in  the  real- 
estate  business.  There  were  two  childreri  born  of 
tlic  first  union,  and  one  by  the  second.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Neal  have  two  children,  Harriet  and  William 
Frederick. 

In  1886,  Mr.  Neal  was  elected  Alderman  from 
the  Third  Ward  for  a  term  of  two  years  on  the 
Republican  ticket,  although  the  ward  is  Demo- 
cratic. In  1889,  he  was  again  elected,  and  in  1891 
every  ballot  in  his  ward,  except  seven,  was  cast  for 
hiin.  He  has  thus  served  for  six  \-ears  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Council.  He  was  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Committee,  and  has  been  a  member  of  other  very 
important  committees.  During  his  term  of  oflice, 
many  of  the  leading  improvements  of  the  city 
were  made,  the  sewerage  sj'stcm  w.as  laid  and  the 
water  works  and  electric  light  plants  were  estab- 
lished. Although  Murphysboro  'I'ownship  has  a 
Democratic  majority'  of  one  hundred,  Mr.  Neal 
was  elected  on  the  Republican  ticket  as  Sujjervisor 
b3'  a  majority  of  forty-one  votes.  He  is  now  serv- 
ing on  the  Committee  of  Miscellaneous  Claims. 
His  oHicial  record  is  unsullied  and  his  faithful 
service  has  won  him  high  commendation. 

Since  twenty-one  years  of  age,  Mr.  Neal  has 
been  a  member  of  Amity  Lodge  No.  132,  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  of  which  he  is  Past  Grand,  and  is  a  demitted 
member  of  the  encampment.  He  also  belongs  to 
the  Knights  of  Honor  and  Jackson  Camp,  S.  V. 
27 


Besides  his  business  he  owns  some  real  estate  in 
Murphysboro.  He  is  truly  a  self-made  man  and 
his  career  in  many  respects   is   worthy   of   emula- 


tion. 


+= 
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l/OHN  W.  BRIDGEMAN.  Among  the  cit- 
izens of  Randolph  Count}'  who  have  con- 
tributed their  (juota  toward  its  develop- 
ment may  be  properly  mentioned  this  gen- 
tleman, who  is  living  in  the  village  of  Rockwood, 
and,  who  is  well  known  for  his  integrity  as  a  citizen. 
He  is  a  native  of  this  state,  having  been  born  in 
Gallatin  County,  October  28,  1820.  The  i>lace  of 
his  birth  is  now  in  Saline  County,  owing  to  divi- 
sions which  have  been  made  since  that  time. 

When  our  subject  was  a  lad  of  fourteen  years, 
he  accompanied  his  parents  on  their  removal  to 
Mt.  Vernon,  where  he  resided  until  about  twenty- 
five  years  old.  From  the  age  of  seventeen  until 
his  marriage  he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  and 
gardener  and  was  thus  fitted  to  manage  a  farm  of 
his  own  in  a  most  profitable  manner.  The  lady 
whom  he  married  in  April,  1847,  was  Miss  Mar- 
garet, daughter  of  Augustus  and  Victoria  (La 
Beau)  Galinore,  the  former  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  the  latter  of  Peoria,  this  state.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Bridgeman  have  been  born  six  children. 
The  only  survivor  is  Jackson,  who  has  never  mar- 
ried, and  who  makes  his  home  with  his  parents. 

In  politics  our  subject  and  his  son  are  suppor- 
ters of  Republican  principles.  During  the  Civil 
War  they  served  in  the  rninn  army,  being  mem- 
bers of  Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry,  from  February  15,  1865,  to  Sep- 
teuiljer  18  of  that  year.  .laekson  had  previously 
enlisted  with  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-second  Infantry,  with  which  he  remained 
from  May  13,  1864,  until  October  26  of  the  same 
year. 

After  the  marriage  of  our  subject,  which  oc- 
curred in  Calhoun  County,  this  state,  he  contin- 
ued to  make  that  locality  his  home  until  1856, 
when  he  removed  to  Jefferson  County,  Mo.,  resid- 
ing near  Hillsboro,  the  county  seat,  for  about  two 
years.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  came  to  Chester, 
with  the  interests  of  which   he  was  identified  for 
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the  following  seven  years,  or  until  he  entered  the 
army.  On  his  return  from  the  war  he  began  oper- 
ating a  farm  on  Mill  Creek,  and  seven  years  later 
removed  to  a  farm  on  Little  Mill  Creek,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1875.  He  then  took  charge 
of  a  farm  near  Rockwood,  and  twelve  months 
later  moved  into  the  village,  purchasing  a  home 
in  the  western  part  of  the  town,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  reside. 


e^l^l 
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HILIP  H.  EISENMAYER,  one  of  the  en- 
terprising business  men  of  Murphysboro, 
is  President  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Mill- 
ing Company,  which  erected  its  mill'  in 
1892,  and  opened  it  for  business  in  March,  1893. 
Under  his  able  management  it  is  meeting  with 
good  success,  and  prosperity  will  no  doubt  con- 
tinue with  the  concern,  for  the  members  of  the 
company  are  practical,  sagacious  and  industrious 
men. 

Mr.  Eisenmayer  was  born  in  Mascoutah,  111., 
August  2.5,  1867,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob  and  Anna 
(Zapp)  Eisenmayer,  who  were  born,  reared  and- 
married  in  Bavaria,  Germany.  Emigrating  to 
America,  they  became  earl3'  settlers  of  St.  Clair 
Countj',  111.  Four  children  were  born  to  them, 
two  of  whom  are  now  living.  Our  subject  was 
reared  upon  the  home  farm,  spending  his  b03hood 
days  midst  play  and  work.  He  attended  the  com- 
mon schools  and  also  the  college  at  Warrenton, 
Mo.,  for  two  terms.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  he 
engaged  in  the  milling  business  with  the  Sessing- 
haus  Milling  Company,  and  for  eight  j'ears  served 
as  their  salesman  in  St.  Louis.  In  1891  he  went 
to  Pinckneyville,  and  became  connected  with  the 
milling  company  at  that  place  as  the  wheat  buyer. 
The  following  year  he  was  one  of  the  corporators 
of  the  Southern  Illinois  Milling  Company  and 
was  made  its  President,  which  position  he  still 
fills. 

Plans  were  immediately  drawn  and  work  on  the 
building  commenced.  It  was  finished  early  the 
following  jear,  and  in  March,  1893,  opened  for 
business.  Its  entire  length  is  one  hundred  and 
ninety-five  feet,  the  width  thirty-six  feet,  and  the 


main  part  of  the  building  is  four  stories  in  height, 
with  a  basement.  It  has  all  the  latest  improved 
machinery,  and  has  a  capacity  of  four  hundred 
barrels  of  flour  per  day.  Tliey  have  made  as  high 
as  seventeen  t)ai  lels  an  hour.  The  elevator  has  a 
capacity  of  fifty  thousand  bushels  and  is  located 
on  a  side  track  of  tiie  Cairo  Short  Line.  The 
company  owns  about  a  block  of  property.  The 
engine  room  is  18x46  feet,  the  engine  is  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  horse  power  and  there  are  two 
boilers  of  one  hundred  hcrse  power  each.  They 
make  extensive  shipments  of  flour  to  the  south 
and  west  and  are  doing  a  very  fine  business.  Their 
principal  brands  of  flour  are  the  "Columbia  Stand- 
ard," "Matchless  Straight,"  "Uncle  .Sam"  and 
"  Extra  Fancy."  This  mill  is  carried  on  in  con- 
nection with  the  Pinckne3ville  Milling  Company, 
which  operates  the  Eclipse  Mill,  with  a  capacity  of 
four  hundred  barrels  per  day.  This  was  built  in 
1891.  The  AIurph_vsboro  mill  is  the  largest  in  the 
county  and  is  run  night  and  day,  from  early 
Monday  morning  to  Saturday-  at  12  p.  m.  The 
members  of  the  company  are  Philip  Eisenmayer, 
President;  Joseph  Van  Cioosleie,  Secretary;  "SVil- 
lard  Wall.  Treasurer;  and  Theodore  Ismert,  Super- 
intendent. 

Mr.  Eisenma_yer  is  a  Knight  Templar  Mason, 
and  in  politics  is  a  true  Republican,  who  does  all 
in  his  power  to  advance  the  party  and  insure  its 
success.  His  enterprise  and  industr}-  have  won 
for  him  a  handsome  property*  and  have  helped  him 
to  rise  to  a  position  of  affluence.  He  is  a  warm- 
hearted, generous  man,  and  the  best  interests  of 
the  communitj-  ever  find  in  him  a  friend. 
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,^y\\  ANUEL  H.  WILSON,  a  prominent  and 
representative  farmer  of  Perry  County, 
residing  on  section  36,  township  6,  range 
2,  has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  Illi- 
nois. He  was  born  in  Franklin  County  Septem- 
ber 8,  1851.  His  father,  Peter  Wilson,  was  a 
native  of  Tennessee  and  an  early  settler  of  Frank- 
lin Couut3',  where  he  bought  land.  He  there  mar- 
ried P0II3'  Rea,  and  in  1856  removed  to  Madison 
Gount3',  where   his   death   occurred   Qn  the  Isl  oC 
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Jami.uv,  18.')7.  Tlie3'  were  the  parents  of  five 
cliililren,  four  of  whom  grew  to  miiture  years, 
while  three  are  yet  living.  Joseph  and  I'eter  are 
both  farmers  of  Franklin  County. 

Our  sulijec*-  was  a  youth  of  six  summers  when 
his  father  died,  and  with  his  n)oliier  he  went  to 
Missouri,  where  he  made  iiis  home  until  186."), 
when  lie  returned  to  his  native  county.  Its  pub- 
lic schools  afforded  him  his  educational  privileges. 
On  the  12th  of  December,  1869,  he  wedded  Miss 
Elizabeth  Welch,  daughter  of  Richard  Welch,  a 
native  of  Tennessee.  They  began  tiieir  domestic 
life  in  Franklin  County,  and  two  years  afterward 
removed  to  I)u  l^uoin,  where  Mr.  Wilson  engaged 
in  mining  for  about  fourteen  years,  lie  then  turned 
his  attention  to  farming.  In  1881  he  bought  forty 
acres  of  timber  land,  which  he  cleared  and  im- 
proved, and  to  his  farm  he  added  from  time  to 
time  until  he  owned  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
of  which  one  hundred  and  ten  acres  are  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  The  buildings  upon  the 
place  stand  as  monuments  to  his  enterprise,  and 
its  neat  ai)pearance  indicates  his  careful  super- 
vision. 

A  family  of  nine  children  was  born  unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wilson,  seven  of  whom  are  yet  living. 
Charles  is  married  and  follows  farming  in  I'err3' 
County;  Ci(^ero  died  at  the  age  ot  three  months; 
Harry  died  at  the  age  of  eight  years.  Silas,  Guy, 
Ella,  Henry,  Kosa  and  Alice  are  at  home. 

Mr.  Wilson  has  been  a  successful  general  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  but  he  now  gives  the  greater  part 
of  his  attention  to  bee  culture  and  to  the  manu- 
facture of  bee  hives.  lie  is  interested  in  that  busi- 
ness with  Mr.  Hiayshaw,  and  they  manufacture 
what  are  known  as  the  square  hive,  the  dove  tail 
and  the  Egyptian  hive.  The  excellence  of  these 
hives  is  attested  by  their  large  sale.  Mr.  Wilson 
has  about  one  hundred  colonies  of  bees,  and  finds 
their  culture  to  be  a  profitable  business.  In  poli- 
tics he  Uikes  an  active  interest  in  and  is  a  stanch 
supporter  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  for- 
merly Chairman  of  the  County  Republican  Cen- 
tral Committee.  He  has  served  as  School  Director, 
and  at  this  writing  is  one  of  the  elticient  Trustees 
of  the  township.  He  belongs  to  the  Farmei-s'  Mu- 
tual  Benefit  Association,  and   was   a  delegate   to 


the  National  Convention  in  Indianapolis  in  1891. 
Mr.  Wilson  and  his  wife  hold  meinbcrship  with 
the  Christian  Church.  His  life  has  been  an  hon- 
orable, upright  one,  which  has  gained  liim  the 
confidence  and  high  regard  of  his  fellow-towns- 
men. He  is  also  a  self-made  man,  whose  success 
is  due  entirely  to  his  own  efforts. 


*&^ 


^> 


•^  A.  DRIKMEYER,  of  Pinckneyville,  is 
1@!/LjI  numbered  among  the  olHcials  of  Perry 
County,  holding  the  oHice  of  Circuit  Clerk, 
a  position  to  which  he  is  justly  entitled, 
for  he  is  one  of  the  valued  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity, ever  ready  to  advance  public  interests. 
He  was  born  in  the  city  which  is  still  his  home, 
September  5,  18.59,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  Drie- 
meyer,  who  was  a  native  of  Germany  and  came 
to  this  country  when  a  young  man.  For  a  quar- 
ter of  a  century  he  was  one  of  the  leading  and 
most  prosperous  merchants  of  Pinckneyville,  and 
is  now  here  living  retired,  enjoying  the  rest  which 
be  has  so  truly  earned  and  richly  deserves. 

Mr.  Driemeyer  spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood 
and  youth  in  Pinckneyville,  and  acqiiired  his  lit- 
erary education  in  its  jjublic  schools.  Later  lie 
attended  a  commercial  college  to  fit  himself  for  a 
practical  business  career,  and  then  entered  his  fa- 
ther's store,  where  he  served  as  clerk  for  a  time. 
During  President  Cleveland's  first  administration 
he  was  appointed  I'liited  States  M-.iW  .Agent  on  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  between  Chicago  and 
Cairo,  with  headciuarlers  in  the  former  city.  After 
five  years,  in  1891,  he  resigned  that  position  to 
take  charge  of  his  father's  business,  to  which  his 
energies  were  devoted  at  the  time  when  the  Dem- 
ocratic party  brought  him  to  the  front  and  nomi- 
nated him  for  the  i)osition  of  Circuit  Clerk.  He 
ran  against  Charles  Roe,  a  most  popular  and  highly 
respected  man,  who  for  thirty  years  had  tilled  the 
office.  No  previous  Democratic  candidate  had  re- 
ceived an}'  noticeable  support  in  comparison  with 
that  of  the  Republican  nominee,  but  the  great 
popularity  of  Mr.  Driemeyer  swept  the  county, 
and  be  was  elected  by  a  good  majority.  This  was 
indeed   an    honor,   and    his    friends    were   justly 
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proud  of  his  success,  which  placed  him  in  the 
front  rank  as  one  of  the  rising  and  leading  young 
politicians  of  the  county. 

I  n  1 884  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Drie- 
nie^-er  and  Miss  Lucy  Van  Kenren,  of  Du  Quoin, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  a  son  and  daughter, 
Henry,  aged  six;  and  Ida,  a  little  maiden  of  three 
summers.  Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Driemeyer  are  well  known 
people  of  this  community  and  hold  an  enviable 
position  in  social  circles  where  true  worth  and 
intelligence  are  received  as  the  passports  into  good 
society.  His  popularity  was  attested  by  his  elec- 
tion, which  indicated  that  his  friends  were  many. 


<x:^»•♦^^^i^•^^^••^^^^^»•i^•i•^i^^^^^^~^^•»^^•^^^^-^•^^i» 

eHARLES  WEINBP:RG,  one  of  the  wealthy 
citizens  of  Du  Quoin,  is  a  native  of  Ger- 
many. He  was  born  in  Mecklenburg,  June 
30,  1825,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick  Weinberg,  who 
was  a  tailor  b3'  trade  and  lived  and  died  in  his  na- 
tive land.  Our  subject  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools  of  Germany,  which,  according  to  the  laws 
of  tliat  country,  he  attended  until  fourteen  years 
of  age.  He  then  became  a  shepherd,  and  was  thus 
employed  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  when,  in  1851,  he  emigrated  to  America.  He 
reached  this  country  without  a  dollar  in  his  pocket, 
but,  nothing  daunted,  he  started  out  to  seek  a  live- 
lihood, and  the  difficulties  in  his  path  he  has  over- 
come by  perseverance  and  determined  effort. 

Mr.  Weinberg  spent  one  year  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
and  then  went  to  Maryland,  where  he  worked  in 
the  mines  until  1858.  That  year  witnessed  his  ar- 
rival in  Du  Quoin.  He  commenced  work  in  the 
mines  of  St.  John,  and  by  saving  his  earnings  he  was 
soon  enabled  to  purchase  an  interest  in  the  mine, 
becoming  one  of  the  owners  of  the  old  Union 
mines.  He  has  led  a  busy  and  useful  life,  and  his 
untiring  efforts  have  brought  him  a  high  degree  of 
success.  He  has  never  been  afraid  of  labor,  in  fact 
indolence  and  idleness  are  utterly  foreign  to  his 
nature.  He  successfullj'  continued  his  mining 
operations  until  1889,  when  lie  retired  from  that 
line  of  business  aud  invested  his  capital  in  Du 
Quoin  property.  He  now  owns  one  of  the  finest 
brick  blocks  on  the  west  side,  together  with  several 


houses,  which  he  rents,  and  the  large  fiuniture  store 
which  is  carried  on  by  his  sons. 

In  1854  Mr.  Weinberg  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Trescher,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  to  them  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren. John,  who  is  engaged  in  the  furniture  busi- 
ness, married  Amelia  Knauer,  and  they  have  four 
children:  Charles,  Mina,  Toinette  and  Emma; 
Annie  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Croessman,  a  jeweler, 
and  they  have  one  child,  Harlej';  Lena  has  for  ten 
years  successfully  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  Du  Quoin;  Philip  is  interested  in 
coal  mining;  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Christ  Bergman, 
a  clerk  in  the  store  of  W.  E.  Brookings;  Charles  is 
engaged  in  the  furniture  business;  Katie  is  the 
wife  of  Frank  Meek,  a  telegraph  operator  of  Du 
Quoin,  by  whom  she  has  one  child,  Edgar. 

Mr.  Weinberg  and  his  familj-  are  all  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he  serves  as  Trustee, 
and  to  the  support  of  which  he  contributes  liber- 
ally. He  is  a  public  spirited  and  progressive  citi- 
zen,who  manifests  a  commendable  interest  in  every- 
thing pertaining  to  the  welfare  of  the  community. 
In  politics  he  has  been  a  Republican  since  the  or- 
ganization of  the  party,  and  in  his  social  relations 
is  an  Odd  F'ellow.  The  success  of  his  life  seems  al- 
most ])henoraenal,  but  is  the  result  of  well  directed 
efforts,  enterprise  and  industry  guided  by  good 
judgment. 


^f  OHN  D.  HAYS,  one  of  the  representative 
and  enterprising  citizens  of  Elkville,  who 
occupies  a  prominent  place  in  social,  busi- 
ness and  official  circles,  well  deserves  repre- 
sentation in  this  volume,  for  he  has  aided  mate- 
rially in  the  growth  and  progress  of  the  county 
and  in  its  upbuilding  and  advancement.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Washington  County,  Ohio,  in  1852. 
He  is  a  son  of  William  Hays,  who  in  1860  re- 
moved with  his  famil^^  to  Perry  County,  111.  Our 
subject,  who  was  then  a  3-outh  of  eight  summers, 
acquired  his  education  and  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  that  county. 

In  the  3'ear  1880,  Mr.  Hays  w.as  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Jliss  Ellen  Schwartz,  daughter  of  Will- 
iam and  Sarah  (Kinimel)  Schwartz.     Two  children 
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have  been  born  of  this  union,  Herbert  and  Will- 
iam. Tlie  parents  .ire  well  known  people  of  this 
community  and  h.avc  a  l.irge  circle  of  friends  and 
acquaintances  throughout  the  county. 

In  1881,  Mr.  Hays  removed  with  his  family  to 
Elkville  and  established  a  general  store,  which  he 
•still  carries  on.  He  is  doing  a  lucrative  business 
along  that  line,  having  secured  an  excellent  trade. 
He  carries  a  full  and  comjjlete  stock  of  general 
niercliaudise,  and  by  his  earnest  endeavors  to 
please  his  customers  and  by  his  fair  and  upright 
dealing,  he  has  won  the  confidence  and  good  will 
of  all.  In  addition  to  this  enterprise  he  also  owns 
and  manages  a  good  farm,  comprising  one  hun- 
dred and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land.  The  place 
is  stocked  with  fine  horses,  many  of  which  re- 
ceive mention  in  the  American  Trotting  Register. 
He  is  a  lover  of  the  noble  steed,  and  takes  great 
delight  in  the  fine  animals  upon  his  place. 

Mr.  Haj'S  has  been  frequently  called  upon  to 
serve  in  positions  of  public  trust,  for  his  worth 
and  ability  are  recognized  by  his  fellow-towns- 
men. He  is  now  serving  as  Town  Clerk  and  also 
as  Treasurer.  He  has  also  (illed  the  oftice  of  Post- 
master, but  when  President  Cleveland  became 
chief  magistrate  he  resigned  the  position.  He  has 
ever  proved  a  capable  and  ellicient  ollicer,  dis- 
charging his  duties  with  a  promptness  and  fidelity 
which  have  won  him  high  commendation.  His  res- 
idence, which  is  situated  away  from  the  heart  of 
the  town,  is  regarded  as  the  finest  in  Elkville,  and 
was  secured  by  that  indefatigable  industr}'  which 
was  a  distinguishing  trait  of  his  ancestors. 


v^;-   e^ffs!?:^. -@J 


|/_^  ON.  CHARLES  OEUMALLEY, ex- Associate 
jl  Judge  of  Perry  County,  who  is  now  en- 
gaged in  the  jeweliy  business  in  Pinckney- 
^  ville,  isoncof  the  worthy  citizens  which 
Germany  h.as  furnislied  to  this  community.  He 
was  born  in  Bavaria,  April  21,  1838,  and  is  a  son 
of  Jacob  Geumalley.  who  was  a  farmer,  and  wlio  in 
1844  emigrated  to  the  New  World.  lie  took  up  his 
residence  in  Pennsylvania,    where  his  remaining 


days  were  passed,  his  death  occurring  in  1866.  He 
married  Marguerite  Ring,  who  was  also  a  native 
of  Bavaria.  She  departed  this  life  in  Pinckney- 
ville  in  1870.  In  their  family  were  fifteen  chil- 
dren, seven  sons  and  eight  daughters,  but  our  sub- 
ject is  the  only  one  of  the  brothers  now  living, 
and  only  two  of  the  sisters  still  survive:  Mary, 
the  wife  of  a  jeweler  of  Chicago;  and  Madelina, 
who  is  married  to  a  farmer  of  Stewardson,  HI. 

Charles  Geumalley  was  a  lad  of  only  twelve 
summers  when  he  began  to  learn  the  jeweler's  trade 
in  Pottsville,  Pa.  In  1857,  with  the  hope  of  bet- 
tering his  financial  condition,  he  came  to  the  west, 
locating  in  Chicago,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade 
for  a  little  more  than  a  year.  In  1858  he  came  to 
Pinckneyville,  where  he  embarked  in  business  on 
his  own  account  on  a  small  scale.  From  the  be- 
ginning he  prospered,  his  trade  constantly  increas- 
ing, while  he  continually  increased  his  stock  to 
meet  the  growing  demand.  His  well  directed  ef- 
forts and  good  business  ability  have  brought  to  him 
a  handsome  competency. 

In  1863  Mr.  Geumalley  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Barbara  Mann,  daughter  of  John  Mann, 
one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Monroe  County,  111. 
They  now  have  five  children:  Gertrude,  wife  of 
Charles  Bishof,  of  Decatur,  III.;  Mary,  Laura,  Fan- 
nie and  Charles  W.,  who  are  still  with  their  par- 
ents. Their  home  is  one  of  the  finest  residences 
in  the  cit^'. 

In  connection  with  his  jewelry  business,  Mr. 
Geumalley  is  interested  in  other  enterprises.  He 
is  a  stockholder  and  Vice-President  of  the  Pinck- 
neyville Milling  Company;  was  for  seven  years 
President  of  the  creamery  company,  and  owns 
considerable  real  estite.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a 
Catholic,  and  in  politics  he  li.as  ever  been  a  stal- 
wart Democrat.  He  has  served  as  County  Com- 
missioner, and  for  three  years  was  one  of  tlie  Asso- 
ciate Judges  of  the  county'.  For  the  past  twenty- 
eight  years  he  has  been  City  Treasurer  of  Pinck- 
neyville, an  honor  which  is  well  merited  by  prompt 
service  and  fidelity  to  duty.  His  frequent  re- 
elections  also  indicate  his  popularity  and  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  held  by  his  fellow-citizens. 
There  is  probably  no  one  in  Perry  County  who  is 
held  in  higher  esteem  than   the  gentleman    whose 
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name  heads  this  record,  and  it  therefore  gives  us 
great  pleasure  to  present  to  our  readers  this  sketch 
of  his  life,  knowing  that  it  will  be  received  with 
interest  by  many  of  his  friends. 


~^} 


1-^+^^ 


\?^  W.  DUNN,  M.  D.,  who  for  some  lime  has 
I  j)j  made  his  home  in  Du  Quoin,  where  he 
^^^  is  successfully  engaged  in  the  practice  of 
medicine,  claims  Tennessee  as  the  place  of 
his  nativity.  He  was  born  in  Pocahontas  Novem- 
ber 25, 1852,  and  is  a  son  of  James  P.  and  Minerva 
(Wooten)  Dunn.  His  mother  died  before  lie  was 
two  years  of  age.  The  father  was  born  near  Hunts- 
ville,  Ala.,  January-  1,  1812,  and  was  a  minister  in 
the  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  preaching  in  Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi,  Indiana  and  Illinois  for  more 
than  forty  years.  In  1868  he  located  in  Corinth, 
111.,  where  he  lived  until  his  death,  in  1888.  He 
had  tlie  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  knew 
him,  and  his  loss  was  deeply  mourned.  His  father, 
Daniel  Dunn,  who  was  also  born  in  Alabama,  was 
a  prominent  and  wealthy  stockman  and  died  in 
his  native  state  about  forty  years  ago.  The  Doc- 
tor had  three  sisters  and  four  brothers,  but  only 
one  sister  and  two  brothers  are  now  living.  They 
are;  M.  C,  a  farmer  of  Texas;  E.  E.,  who  follows 
farming  near  Poplar  Bluff,  Mo.;  and  Jalia,  wife  of 
George  Wra^-,  a  farmer  residing  near  the  old 
Dunn  homestead  in  Tennessee. 

The  Doctor  being  the  son  of  a  preacher  had  no 
settled  home  in  his  bo3'hood.  His  education  was 
such  as  was  afforded  bj'  the  schools  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  they  happened-  to  live.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  he  started  out  to  make  his  own  way 
in  the  world,  and  the  first  thing  he  determined 
upon  was  to  provide  himself  with  a  more  thorough 
education,  but  he  had  no  means  and  had  to  work 
his  way  through  school.  At  the  end  of  three 
years  he  had  fitted  himself  for  teaching  and  em- 
barked in  that  profession,  which  he  followed  for 
twelve  years  in  Franklin  and  Williamson  Coun- 
ties, III. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  in  1873,  Dr.  Dunn 
married  Miss  Mary  Jordan,  and  to  them  were  born 
three  children,  James,  Luther  and  Lulu.    The  wife 


and  mother  died  in  1878.  Three  children  have 
been  born  of  his  second  marriage,  Leonard,  Theo- 
dore and  Everett. 

While  engaged  in  teaching,  our  subject  spent 
his  leisure  hours  in  the  study  of  medicine,  and  also 
mastered  telegraph}',  but  never  made  any  practical 
use  of  the  latter.  After  becoming  well  versed  in» 
the  science  of  medicine,  he  gave  up  teaching  and 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  D.  L.  Carter,  of  Thomp- 
sonville,  III.,  with  whom  he  continued  his  reading 
for  a  3'ear,  when  he  became  a  student  in  the  Amer- 
ican Eclectic  Medical  College  of  St.  Louis,  from 
which  he  was  graduated  on  the  3d  of  June,  1889. 
He  then  engaged  in  practice  for  a  year  in  St.  Louis, 
and  filso  spent  one  year  in  Thompsonville,  after 
which  he  came  to  Du  Quoin,  where  he  has  since 
built  up  a  large  and  lucrative  practice,  the  result 
of  his  skill  and  ability.  He  has  gained  an  envia- 
ble reputation,  which  is  well  deserved.  In  politics 
he  is  a  Republican,  but  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired political  preferment. 


OSEPH  SINGER,  who  is  engaged  in  general 
farming  on  section  2,  township  7,  range  7, 
Randolph  County,  is  a  native  of  Prussia. 
He  was  born  on  the  loth  of  March,  1836, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Rosa  (Wengkin)  Singer, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Prussia,  although  the 
latter  was  of  Polish  parentage.  They  spent  their 
entire  lives  in  their  native  land. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  public 
schools  of  his  native  country,  and  thus  acquired  a 
good  education.  As  he  approached  years  of  matur- 
ity and  thought  of  the  future  before  him  in  which 
he  would  be  dependent  upon  his  own  resources,  he 
resolved  to  seek  a  home  in  the  New  W'orld.  He  was 
a  young  man  of  eighteen  years  when  he  bade  adieu 
to  friends  and  Fatherland  and  crossed  the  broad 
Atlantic  to  America.  On  reaching  this  country,  he 
at  once  made  his  way  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  se- 
cured work  as  a  farm  hand,  and  was  thus  employed 
four  j'ears.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period  he 
came  to  Chester,  Randolph  County,  and  with  the 
capital  that  he  had  acquired  by  his  own  industry 
and  perseverance  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which 
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he  now  resides.  lie  has  since  devoted  his  time  and 
energies  untiringly  to  aifriciiltural  pursuits,  and  as 
the  result  of  his  continued  labors,  liis  well  directed 
efforts  and  good  business  ability,  he  has  acquired 
a  comfortable  competence. 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1861,  Mr.  Singer  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sophia  Jany,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Ahn;i  .Tany.  who  were  both  natives  of  Prussia,  but 
in  an  early  day  located  in  Randolph  County.  The 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife  has  been  blessed 
with  a  family  of  nine  chiidrcu,  and  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Andrew,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years,  all  are  yet  living  and  are  still  with  their  par- 
ents. They  are,  .lulia,  Mary,  Anna,  Frank.  John, 
Joseph,  Herman  and  Edward. 

Mr.  Singer  and  his  family  are  all  consistent  and 
faithful  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
They  are  people  of  prominence  in  this  comnuinit}', 
widely  and  favorably  known,  and  it  is  with  pleas- 
ure that  we  present  to  our  readers  a  record  of  their 
lives.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Singer  hasalwa3's 
been  a  supporter  of  the  Democracy,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  i)ublic  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  en- 
tire time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests,  in 
which  lie  has  met  with  a  signal  and  well  merited 
success. 

^^ 

ir^  J.  RUSHING  is  the  Postmaster  of  Pinck- 
\^^  ney  ville,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his  public 
duties  has  won  high  commendation,  for  he 
^is  ever  true  to  the  trust  reposed  in  him, 
whether  it  be  public  or  private.  This  is  his  native 
city,  his  birth  having  here  occurred  October  18, 
1863.  His  father,  Evan  B.  Rushing,  was  born  in 
Bedford  County,  Tenn.,  June  17,  1827,  and  came 
to  Perry  County  with  his  father,  Joel  Rushing,  in 
1833.  The  latter  was  born  in  North  Carolina, 
December  26,  1799,  and  was  a  prominent  citizen 
and  honored  pioneer  of  this  county.  He  served 
as  County  ComniLssioner,  and  under  his  direction 
the  old  part  of  the  present  court  house  was  built. 
He  was  a  leading  member  of  the  Haptist  Church, 
did  much  to  promote  its  interests,  and  led  a  most 
exemplary  life.  His  death  occurred  in  Pinckney- 
ville,  July  10,  1878.     His  father,  whose  name  was 


Joseph  Rushing,  was  also  born  in  North  Carolina, 
and  died  in  Tennessee. 

Evan  B.  Rushing  acquired  his  education  in  the 
public  schools  of  Perry  County,  and  in  his  early 
life  engaged  in  leaching  school  for  a  time.  In 
1856,  he  was  elected  to  the  ollice  of  Circuit  Clerk 
of  the  county,  and  thus  served  for  two  terms,  dur- 
ing which  time  he  read  law  and  became  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  all  the  blanches  of  the  profession. 
In  1868,  he  passed  an  examination  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar.  The  same  year  he  was  appointed 
Master  in  Chancer}',  and  was  several  times  re-ap- 
pointed to  that  ofTice,  which  he  continued  to  fill 
until  1888,  his  term  of  service  being  ended  by 
death.  He  was  also  President  of  the  Town  Board 
and  Trustee  of  the  village,  and  in  whatever  otHce 
he  was  called  upon  to  fill  he  was  always  found 
prompt,  faithful  and  true  in  the  discharge  of  his 
public  duties.  He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
Perry  County  Agricultural  Society,  and  was  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  com- 
munity. He  was  married  March  20,  1849,  to  Le- 
titia,  daughter  of  Reuben  and  Elizabeth  (James) 
Kelly.  She  was  born  in  Perry  County,  February 
6,  1833,  and  died  September  28,  1864.  In  their 
family  were  three  children,  a  son  and  two  daugh- 
ters. Susie  is  now  the  wife  of  T.  S.  Campbell,  a 
druggist  of  Pinckneyville,  and  Mary  A.  is  the  wife 
of  F.  M.  Roe,  a  merchant  of  Pinckneyville. 

In  the  schools  of  his  native  town  our  subject 
was  educated.  He  entered  upon  his  business  career 
when  a  small  bo}'  as  clerk  in  a  store,  and  at  the  age 
of  nineteen  was  proprietor  of  a  grocery  store, 
which  he  successfully  carried  on  for  five  j'eai-s.  He 
was  then  called  to  public  otlicc,  and  served  for 
three  years  as  Deputy  County  Clerk  of  Perry 
County,  which  position  he  at  length  resigned  to 
accept  the  position  of  Postm.aster  in  November, 
1893.  He  was  appointed  without  opposition,  and 
is  now  faithfully  discharging  the  duties  of  the 
office.  In  April,  1893,  he  was  elected  Alderman 
from  the  First  Ward,  and  is  now  serving  in  that 
capacity. 

Jlrs.  Rushing  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Maggie 
Strait,  and  is  a  daughter  of  J.  D.  Strait,  who  was 
a  prominent  pioneer  of  Perry  County.  One  child 
graces  the  union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  Evan, 
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who  was  born  in  January,  1887.  Mr.  Rushing  has 
always  been  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  takes  an 
active  interest  in  everything  that  tends  to  insure 
the  success  of  his  party.  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  and  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most 
popular  j'oung  men  of  PInckneyville,  a  fact  which 
indicates  a  well  spent  life,  as  he  has  always  lived 
in  this  place. 

•;   ig-g^^sfi'  I* 

1  OBERT  P.  THOMPSON  was  born  in  Ean- 
doljjh  County,  111.,  in  1838,  and  was  a 
worthy  representative  of  one  of  tlie  hon- 
^§)  ored  pioneer  families  of  this  community, 
a  family  prominent  in  the  history'  of  the  commu- 
nity, in  its  upbuilding,  advancement  and  improve- 
ment. The  farm  upon  which  he  located  was  set- 
tled by  his  father  in  1818,  the  year  in  which  the 
state  was  admitted  to  tiie  Union.  His  parents 
were  James  and  Mary  Thompson,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Randolph  County,  and  here  they 
spent  their  entire  lives. 

Our  subject  attended  the  district  schools  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  there  acquired  a  fair  education. 
When  he  had  mastered  the  common  brandies  of 
learning  he  studied  surveying  under  the  direction 
of  his  father,  and  having  thoroughly  mastered 
the  business,  he  was  in  18.59  elected  County  Sur- 
veyor of  Randolph  County,  uj'oving  a  capable  and 
efficient  officer.  He  afterward  engaged  in  teach- 
ing scliool  in  different  parts  of  tlie  county,  and  in 
tiiis  undertaking  was  alike  successful.  In  1863, in 
connection  witli  his  brother  J.  D.,he  got  up  a  map 
of  Randolpli  County  from  the  Government  sur- 
veys. In  1866  and  1867  he  served  as  Deputy- 
Sheriff  under  Capt.  John  T.  McBride. 

On  the  11th  of  March,  1873,  Mr.  Tiioinpson  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Nancy  Miller,  of 
Lively  Prairie.  The  lady  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Boyd)  Miller,  both  of  whom  were  natives 
of  South  Carolina,  but  during  childhood  came  with 
their  respective  parents  to  Randolpli  County, 
where  tliey  were  reared  and  married.  From  that 
time  until  their  deaths  tliey  continued  residents 
of  tliis  county.  Mrs.  Tliompson  was  their  only 
child.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born 
three  children,  but  two  of  the  number  died  in  in- 


fancy. One  is  still  living.  Miss  Ada,  who  is  at- 
tending the  Chester  schools.  She  and  her  mother 
made  their  home  in  Chester. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Thompson  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  which  he  carried  on  continu- 
ously until  1887,  when  he  removed  to  Chester 
witli  his  famil}'.  During  his  residence  in  that 
place  he  twice  held  the  office  of  Deputy  County 
Clerk,  and  was  several  times  elected  Chief  Magis- 
trate. In'  the  various  offices  he  filled  he  ever  dis- 
charged his  duties  with  a  promptness  and  fidelity' 
which  won  him  high  commendation  and  fre- 
quently won  his  re-election.  He  was  always  true 
to  every  trust,  whether  public  or  private,  and  had 
the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  business  or 
social  relations  brought  him  in  contact.  His  loss 
was  mourned  not  only  by  his  immediate  family, 
but  throughout  the  community  as  well,  for  he  had 
many  warm  friends.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Church,  to  which  his  wife  also  belonged. 
She  was  a  most  estimable  lady,  possessed  of  many 
excellencies  of  character,  and  like  her  husband  is 
widely  and   favorably  known    in   the   community-. 


OHN  L.  OZBURN,  the  efficient  bookkeeper 
of  the  Jackson  County  Milling  and  Eleva- 
tor Compan3',  is  also  connected  with  other 
^_^  business  interests  of  Murphysboro.  He  is 
a  Director  in  the  Blooraington  Building  and  Loan 
Association,  is  President  of  the  Board  of  Apprais- 
ers, and  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Southern  Illinois 
Building  and  Loan  and  the  Jackson  County 
Homestead  and  Loan  Associations.  Business 
ability  and  an  upright  life  have  placed  him  in  the 
foremost  rank  of  the  leading  citizens  of  this  com- 
munity. 

Born  near  Brownsville,  III.,  February  20,  1852, 
our  subject  is  a  son  of  Col.  Lindorf  Ozburn,  a  na- 
tive of  North  ^Carolina,  who  came  to  Jackson 
County  in  an  early  day.  For  a  time  he  operated 
a  horse-mill  at  Brownsville,  and  in  1854  came  to 
Murphysboro,  where  he  built  the  Lower  Mill.  In 
1862    he  aided   in     raising    the    Thirt^'-first    Illi- 
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nois  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  in  as  Quarter- 
master of  the  regiment.  At  Jackson,  Tenn.,  he 
was  made  Colonel  of  General  I^ogan's  old  regi- 
ment, and  continued  to  lead  his  command  until 
forced  to  resign,  in  180  ■,  on  account  of  physical 
disaltility,  caused  by  a  fall  from  a  horse.  Me 
wedded  Diza  Glen,  a  native  of  this  state  and  an 
own  cousin  of  (Jeneral  Logan.  Mrs.  Ozlturn  still 
makes  her  home  in  Murphysboro.  Of  the  family 
of  seven  children,  live  are  yet  living,  namely: 
John  L.;  Lillie,  wife  of  Judge  Roberts,  of  Carbon- 
dale;  Lou,  of  Miuphysboro;  Al,  conduclor  on  the 
Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad;  and  A.  M.,  Rate  Clerk 
on  the  Missouri  I'acilic  Railroad  at  St.  Louis. 

Jn  the  common  schools  John  Ozburii  acquired 
his  education,  and  from  earl3'  boyhood  worked  in 
his  father's  mill.  He  afterwards  became  weigli- 
masler  of  the  mines  and  was  with  the  Gartside 
Coal  Company  for  four  years.  He  was  then  weigli- 
master  and  bookkeeper  at  the  Lewis  mines  for 
three  yeais,  after  which  he  returned  to  the  old 
company  and  served  as  head  bookkeeper  for  ten 
years.  In  1893  he  became  bcokkeeiier  for  the 
Jackson  County  Milling  and  Elevator  Compaii}', 
which  position  he  now  tills. 

In  Mt.  Vernon,  111.,  in  1874,  Mr.  Ozburn  was 
united  ill  marriage  with  Miss  Fannie  Morris, 
a  native  of  Middleton.  Thej'  have  three  children: 
Harry,  Assistant  Postmaster  of  Murphysboro, 
Thomas  and  George.  Mrs.  Ozburn  belongs  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  North.  Since  1881 
Mr.  Ozburn  has  been  a  member  of  tiie  Ancient  Or- 
der of  United  Workmen,  also  belongs  to  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  and  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Sons  of  \'eterans,  of  which  he  has  served  as 
Captain. 

From  1875  until  187'J  Mr.  Ozburn  served  as 
County  Surveyor,  being  elected  on  the  Democratic 
ticket.  His  political  views,  however,  were  under- 
going a  change,  and  in  1880  he  joined  the  ranks 
of  the  Republican  part}'.  In  188.5  he  w.is  elected 
City  'rreasurer  for  a  term  of  two  3'ears.  On  the 
17lh  of  .hiiie,  1889,  he  was  appointed  Postmaster 
by  President  Harrison,  and  filled  the  olUce  until 
October  16,  lH'.t;3.  His  ollicial  duties  have  ever 
been  discharged  with  a  promptness  and  tidelity 
that  have    won   him   high  commendation.     He   is 


true  to  every  jjublic  and  private  trust,  and  the 
communit.v  recognizes  in  him  a  valued  citizen. 
He  is  now  a  prominent  Republican  candidate  for 
the  office  of  County  Clerk. 


^1  AMES  G.  SYMP.SON,  a  native  of  Randolph 
County,  was  born  and  reared  on  section 
8,  township  8,  range  5.  He  w.as  the  son  of 
William  and  Nancy  (Knox)  Sympson,  na- 
tives of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  respectively, 
who  came  to  Illinois  in  an  early  day,  and  were 
numbered  among  the  first  settlers  in  this  part  of 
the  western  wilds.  They  are  now  deceased,  the 
father  having  died  February  27,  1850,  and  the 
mother  March  21,  18;t2,  at  the  age  of  about  eighty- 
two  3'ears.  They  iiad  a  famil}-  of  seven  children, 
of  whom  the  fifth  was  James  (i.  He  was  born 
August  11,  1839,  and  departed  this  life  July  14, 
1892,  at  the  homestead  on  section  8,  where  he  had 
lived  since  1885.  During  his  boyhood  he  attended 
the  common  schools  and  grew  to  manhood,  sur- 
rounded by  the  usual  environments  of  pioneer 
life. 

At  the  age  of  twent}-,  Mr.  Sympson  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  James 
and  Gillah  (Kreider)  Harber,  the  former  probably 
a  native  of  Ohio,  while  the  latter  was  born  in 
Virginia  and  was  of  German  descent.  AVheu  a 
young  man,  James  Barber  accompanied  his  father 
and  the  other  members  of  the  family  on  their  re- 
moval from  Ohio  to  Illinois,  and  his  marriage  oc- 
curred at  Kaskaskia,  this  state.  He  responded  to 
his  country's  call  for  soldiers  at  the  time  of  the 
Black  Hawk  War.  and  w.as  ever  a  loyal  citizen 
and  upright  man.  His  death  occurred  in  May, 
1877.  His  widow  is  still  living  ( 1894),  and  has 
now  attained  four  score  years. 

To  our  subject  and  his  wife  were  born  eleven 
children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Their 
record  is  as  follows:  Nancy,  who  is  the  wife  of 
Andrew  Brownfield,  is  living  near  Ava,  III.;  Emma 
died  in  infanc}-;  (iillah  died  when  eleven  jears 
old;  Florence,  James,  Edward,  Annie,  Bertha,  Lo- 
gan and  Grace  are  at  home  with  their  mother  and 
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are  attending  school;  John,  the  seventh  in  order 
of  birth,  died  in  infanc}'. 

In  religious  connections  Mr.  Sympson  was  a 
mennber  of  the  Christian  Church,  as  are  his  good 
wife  and  all  the  children,  with  the  exception  of 
the  three  youngest.  In  1872  our  subject  moved 
with  his  family  to  Paradise,  Perry  Count}',  this 
state,  where  he  resided  for  a  twelvemonth.  Thence 
he  went  to  Bollinger  Count}-,  Mo.,  and  sojourned 
for  two  years  near  Alarquand.  He  had  hoped  to 
there  regain  his  health,  but,  finding  no  relief,  he 
returned  to  his  native  county  and  resided  until 
his  death.  Mrs.  Sympson  continues  to  conduct 
the  homestead  of  one  hundred  acres,  which  was  her 
birthphtce.  .She  is  an  excellent  lady,  amiable  and 
hospitable,  and  is  training  her  children  for  posi- 
tions of  usefulness  in  business  and  social  circles. 

In  1862  Mr.  Sj-mpson  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
Eightieth  Illinois  Infantr}',  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  twice  wounded,  and  lost 
a  foot  in  the  service  of  his  country.  He  was  a 
member  of  Rockwood  Post  No.  734,  G.  A.  R.  A 
Republi(;an  throughout  his  entire  life,  he  east  his 
first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1860.  He  was 
highly  respected  by  all  with  whom  he  had  social 
or  business  relations,  and  his  demise  was  mourned 
by  a  large  number  of    friends   and   acquaintances. 


\f|UDGE  HENRY  BOUCHER,  a  highly  re- 
spected citizen,  who  for  many  j-ears  has 
^^  lived  in  Murphysboro,  is  now  serving  as 
l^^/  Police  Magistrate,  and  is  also  engaged  in 
the  collection  business.  He  was  born  in  County 
Clare,  Ireland,  on  the  River  Shannon,  November 
22,  1840,  and  is  of  French  and  Irish  descent.  His 
grandfather  was  born  in  France,  and  the  name  was 
originally  La  Bourchier.  In  1798  he  went  with 
his  parents  to  the  Emerald  Isle  and  served  with 
the  French  army  in  the  war  there.  He  afterward 
became  a  merchant  of  that  countiy. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  also  a  merchant 
and  farmer,  and  became  well-to-do.  In  1851  he 
came  with  the  .Judge  to  Illinois,  locating  near 
Carbondale,  where  his  eldest  son  followed  farm- 
ing.    His  death  there  occurred.     He  first  married 


Mary  Maloney,  their  union  resulting  in  the  birth 
of  five  children.  After  her  death  he  married  Mary 
O'Malley,  who  was  born  in  County  Limerick,  Ire- 
land, and  died  in  England.  They  had  six  chil- 
dren, of  whom  the  onl}'  survivors  are  Henry  and 
his  two  sisters,  who  married  English  officers  and 
are  now  in  Australia. 

.Judge  Boucher  spent  the  first  eleven  years  of 
his  life  in  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  in  1851  started 
for  the  New  World.  After  a  voyage  of  nine  weeks 
and  three  days  he  landed  at  Quebec,  Canada,  and 
by  way  of  the  Lakes  went  to  Chicago,  thence  down 
the  Illinois  and  Mississippi  Rivers  to  Grand  Tower 
and  crossed  the  country  by  foot  to  Murphysboro. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  father,  and  they  spent 
the  first  night  with  Dr.  John  Logan.  Our  subject 
then  made  his  home  with  the  Doctor  until  the  lat- 
ter's  death,  after  which  he  went  to  the  farm  of  his 
half-brother,  Thomas  Boucher,  two  miles  south  of 
Carbondale,  there  remaining  until  he  had  attained 
his  majority.  He  was  educated  in  the  common 
schools.  Purchasing  a  farm,  he  operated  it  until 
1865,  when  he  sold  it  and  came  to  Murphysboro, 
where  he  opened  a  meat  market.  Later  he  carried 
on  a  saloon  until  1872,  when  he  purchased  two 
farm's  in  Murphysboro  Township  and  began  their 
development. 

In  1860  Judge  Boucher  w.is  married  to  Miss 
Maiy  Davin,  who  was  born  in  Maryland,  but  was 
reared  in  Cairo,  111.  After  her  death  he  wedded 
Alice  McCabe,  a  native  of  Ireland.  He  is  a  char- 
ter member  of  St.  Andrew's  Catholic  Church.  In 
politics  a  Democrat,  he  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  County  Democratic  Central  Committee 
and  has  done  much  for  the  advancement  of  his 
party.  For  three  j'ears  he  was  acting  Marshal, 
and  helped  to  break  up  a  noted  horse  thief  gang. 

In  1875  the  Judge  was  elected  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  which  [losition  he  filled  for  four  years. 
He  then  again  engaged  in  farming  until  the 
spring  of  1890.  when  he  was  elected  Police  Mag- 
istrate of  the  cit}-.  He  does  all  the  cit}'  busi- 
ness and  also  engages  as  collecting  agent.  His 
prompt  and  faithful  discliarge  of  public  duties  has 
won  him  high  commendation  and  secured  for  him 
the  confidence  and  good  will  of  the  community. 
He  now  owns  an   eightj'-acre   farm    in    Franklin 
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County,  besides  city  property.  He  is  an  early  set- 
tler, .and  in  the  long  years  of  liis  residence  here  he 
has  ever  borne  his  part  in  the  work  of  public  ad- 
vancement and  improvement. 


eAPT.  -lOHN  T.  McBRIDE,  a  well  known  and 
inQuential  citizen  of  Chester,  Itears  .1  prom- 
inent part  in  the  various  affairs  of  the  city. 
He  is  social,  benevolent  and  energetic,  and  has 
held  many  offices  of  responsibility.  To  whatever 
position  he  is  (uiUed  he  brings  a  determination  to 
faitiifully  serve  his  fellow-men  and  deal  honorably 
with  them  in  every  particular. 

Our  subject  is  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest 
families  in  Randolph  County,  and  on  his  father's 
side  is  of  Scotch-Irish  blood.  His  grandfather, 
William  McBride,  was  born  in  the  north  of  Ireland, 
and  on  emigrating  to  America,  located  in  South 
Carolina,  where  his  youngest  son,  the  father  of 
our  subject,  was  born  in  1784.  About  1804  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject  with  his  family  emi- 
grated to  this  state,  making  the  journey  overland, 
and  settled  a  few  miles  south  of  the  present  town 
of  Baldwin.  In  that  early  day  there  were  only  a 
few  American  families  in  this  territory,  and  those 
who  were  here  were  principally  of  French  origin. 
After  a  residence  of  some  years  in  that  place,  the 
family  moved  to  the  west  side  of  the  Kask.iskia 
River,  locating  on  section  30,  township  4,  range 
8.  The  grandfather  of  our  subject  was  an  indus- 
trious man  and  a  valuable  addition  to  the  Irish 
element  of  his  community.  Though  somewhatjid- 
vanced  in  years  on  coming  to  this  state,  he  endured 
all  the  hardships  of  pioneer  life,  and  died  in  1830. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  first  married  while 
residing  in  South  Carolina.  His  second  wife  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Eliza  Nelson,  and  became  the 
mother  of  our  sul)ject.  The  Nelson  family  is  of 
Englisli  origin,  and  settled  at  an  early  date  in  the 
old  Abbcyville  District  of  South  Carolina,  where 
our  subject's  father  was  also  born.  Tlid  parental 
family  numbered  ten  children,  of  whom  our  subject 
was  the  youngest  of  live  sons  and   the  youngest 


child  but  one.  He  is  a  native  of  this  county,  hav- 
ing been  born  on  his  father's  farm  in  township  4, 
range  8,  March  1."),  1838.  Like  other  farmer  lads 
he  was  reared  on  the  home  farm,  and  received  a 
fair  education  in  the  primitive  schools  of  that  early 
day.  His  father  d^'ing  in  185tj,  our  subject,  who 
was  then  a  young  man  of  eighteen  years,  remained 
at  home  and  siiiierintpiided  the  operations  of  the 
estate,  his  brothers,  with  one  exception,  having 
married  and  moved  away. 

The  maiden  name  of  our  subject's  wife  was  Mar}' 
A.  Wilson.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Gilbert 
and  Jennie  Wilson,  early  residents  of  this  county, 
and  became  the  wife  of  Ca|)tain  McBride  April  21, 
1859.  After  his  marriage  our  subject  continued 
to  reside  upon  the  old  homestead  until  1864,  when 
he  came  to  Chester.  Mrs.  Mary  A.  IMcBride  de- 
parted this  life  in  December,  18G1,  leaving  a  daugh- 
ter, Eliza  G.,  now  the  wife  of  Louis  C.  Stebbins. 
In  1872  Captain  McBride  was  again  married,  the 
lady  of  his  choice  being  Miss  Mary  C.  Smith,  who 
departed  this  life  two  j'ears  later.  Their  union 
was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a  son,  Kinney  S.,  who 
makes  his  home  with  our  subject.  The  present 
wife  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
E.  Brown. 

In  the  fall  of  18G0  our  subject  was  elected  As- 
sessor and  Treasurer  of  Randolph  Count}-,  .and  was 
re-elected  in  1862.  During  his  incumbency  of  the 
offices  he  discli.arged  the  duties  devolving  upon 
him  in  a  most  creditable  manner.  In  the  fall  of 
1864  his  name  was  presented  asa  candidate  for  the 
office  of  Sheriff,  to  which  position  he  was  elected. 
He  was  veiT  popular  in  his  community,  and  would 
have  continued  in  the  office  except  for  provisions 
in  the  constitution,  which  made  him  ineligible  to 
serve  two  terms  consecutively.  In  1868,  however, 
he  was  again  chosen  to  the  position,  which  he  ably 
filled  for  the  two  following  years.  After  the  ex- 
piration of  his  term  of  office  he  devoted  himself 

I  assiduously  to  his  business  affairs  until  the  fall  of 
1873,  when  he  w.is  chosen  County  Clerk  by  a  ma- 
jority of  fifteen  hundred  votes  over  his  opponent. 
While  serving  in  that  position  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  Chester  and  served  one  term  of  two  years. 
In   1878  he  was  chosen  to  represent  his  district  in 

I   the  Legislature.     He  is  a  straightforward  man,  of 
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excellent  habits  and  a  kindly  disposition,  and  as 
may  already  be  inferred,  is  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  county. 


d****^, 
"**+*® 


JHILIP  KIMMEL,  Su.  Could  the  life-ree- 
I  ord  of  this  venerable  pioneer  of  Jackson 
County  be  presented  in  detail,  with  the 
I  \  many  events  of  interest  that  have  thronged 
the  passing  years,  the  young  people  of  to-day 
would  find  much  therein  to  instruct  and  edify. 
While  it  is  not  our  privilege  to  narrate  minutely 
and  concisely  all  the  facts  connected  with  his  long 
and  useful  career,  yet,  as  fully  as  space  will  per- 
mit, we  will  portray  the  events  that  have  individ- 
ualized and  given  character  to  his  life. 

In  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  June  4,  1810,  being  tlie  son  of 
Abraham  and  Elizabeth  (Ileiple)  Kimniel,  natives 
of  the  Keystone  State.  His  childhood  years  were 
spent  on  his  father's  farm,  where  he  early  acquired 
a  practical  knowledge  of  agriculture.  In  tiie  inter- 
vals of  farm  work  it  was  liis  custom  to  attend  the 
subscription  schools  of  the  home  neighborhood. 
These  primitive  structures  were  characteristic  of 
the  times.  They  were  furnished  with  slab  seats, 
resting  on  wooden  legs,  and  a  writing  desk  for  the 
older  pupils.  Amid  such  unfavorable  surroundings 
the  boys  and  girls  were  initiated  into  the  mysteries 
of  the  alphabet,  and  occasionally  progressed  so  far 
as  to  be  well  informed  concerning  the  three  Rs. 

In  Pennsylvania,  May  4,  1832,  Mr.  Kimmel  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  G.  Will,  who  was  born  in 
Somerset  County,  tliat  stale,  being  a  daugliter  of 
Daniel  Will,  an  early  settler  of  Jackson  County. 
Eleven  children  were  born  of  the  union,  seven  of 
whom  survive,  namely:  Mary  A.,  who  is  the  wife 
of  Andrew  Freidline;  Daniel  W.;  Joseph;  Julia  A., 
who  married  Jefiferson  Casteel;  John  Q.  A.;  Sarah 
J.,  wife  of  John  Rude,  and  Josiah.  Tlie  deceased 
were  named,  Eliza,  James  M.,  Elizabeth  and  Henry 
K.  The  wife  and  motiier,  who  was  a  lady  of  noble 
character  and  a  devoted  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  passed  away  Marcii  8,  1882. 

Accompanied  by  Samuel  Koontz,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr.  Kimmel,  in  the  spring  of  1840,  rode  on 


horseback  to  Jackson  County,  111.,  the  journey  be- 
ing made  over  bad  roads  and  through  an  unim- 
proved country.  Arriving  here,  he  bought  two 
hundred  acres  at  $10  per  acre,  and  then  went  back 
to  the  Keystone  State.  In  the  spring  of  1841  he 
again  came  to  Jackson  County,  his  family  accom- 
panying him.  lie  settled  upon  the  farm  previously 
purchased,  of  which  a  few  acres  had  been  cleared, 
and  the  remainder  was  timber  land.  For  a  home 
for  his  family  he  built  a  log  house,  to  which  he 
afterward  added,  until  it  was  quite  roomy  and 
comfortable. 

In  addition  to  farming,  Mr.  Kimmel  at  one  time 
operated  a  sawmill,  first  by  horse  power  and  later 
by  steam  power.  At  one  time  his  landed  possess- 
ions aggregated  one  thousand  acres,  a  portion  of 
which  he  has  divided  among  his  children,  although 
he  still  retains  a  goodly  amount  in  his  possession. 
In  politics  a  Republican,  he  has  served  in  numer- 
ous official  capacities.  For  three  years  he  was  Su- 
pervisor of  Somerset  Township,  for  two  terms 
officiated  as  County  Superintendent  of  schools,  and 
is  now  Treasurer  of  the  township,  having  filled 
that  position  for  twenty  consecutive  years.  Under 
a  former  s3-stem  he  served  as  Commissioner  of 
Jackson  County.  For  several  years  he  was  Presi- 
dent of  the  Jackson  County  Agricultural  Society. 
He  has  a  store  of  interesting  reminiscences  of  the 
past,  and  is  an  entertaining  and  instructive  con- 
versationalist. ^ 


H^ 


-^ 


■yi  OSEPH  CRAWFORD  is  a  popular  and  en- 
terprising young  business  man,  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Murph}',  Crawford  &  Co., 
Ij^^'  dealers  in  dry  goods,  of  Pinckneyville.  He 
is  one  of  the  native  sons  of  Illinois,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  in  Murphysboro,  March  6,  1864.  His 
father,  Hugh  Crawford,  was  born  in  the  Buckej'e 
State,  and  in  an  early  day  emigrated  to  Illinois, 
settling  in  Murphysboro,  where  he  became  a  prom- 
inent and  leading  citizen.  The  family  is  well 
known  in  this  community,  and  its  representatives 
have  done  much  for  the  upbuilding  and  advance- 
ment of  this  locality. 

In  his  native  city  our  subject  spent  the  days  of 
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his  boyhood  and  youth,  being  reared  in  his  par- 
ents' home.  His  education  was  acquired  in  the 
public  scliools,  where  he  pursued  his  studies  until 
sixteen  years  of  age.  He  then  st.arted  out  in  life 
for  himself,  securing  a  [wsition  with  the  Mobile 
it  Ohio  Riiilro.id  as  train  dispatcher.  He  contin- 
ued witii  that  company  as  a  faithful  and  trusted 
employe  for  a  period  of  four  years  and  tlien  re- 
signed his  position,  coiniuij  to  I'inckney  ville,  where 
he  has  since  made  his  home. 

Mr.  Crawford  came  to  this  city  in  order  to  engage 
in  merchandising,  becoming  a  member  of  the  pres- 
ent well  known  firm  of  Murphy,  Crawford  *t  Co. 
This  house  is  doing  a  good  business  and  has  a  large 
trade,  which  is  constantly  increasing,  owing  to 
the  straightforward  and  honorable  dealings  of  the 
jiroprietors  and  their  courteous  treatment  of  pa- 
trons. Mr.  Crawford's  partner  is  Hon.  William  K. 
Murph3-,  whose  only  daughter,  Sadie  V.,  became 
the  wife  of  our  subject  in  1889.  One  child  graces 
the  union  of  the  young  couple,  a  son,  who  was 
named  William  K.  in  honor  of  his  grandfather. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Crawford  is  a  Demo- 
crat, but  takes  no  active  part  in  politics,  as  he 
prefers  to  devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to 
his  business  interests.  His  wife  is  a  member  of 
the  Episcopal  Church.  They  are  highly  esteemed 
citizens  of  this  community,  wlio  hold  an  enviable 
position  in  social  circles,  and  it  is  with  pleasure 
that  we  present  to  our  readers  this  record  of  their 
lives. 

JOSEPH  W.  RICKERT,  who  is  engaged  in 
the  practice  of  law  in  Waterloo,  was  born 
in  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  on  the  9tli  of  July,  1840, 
His  parents  weie  Andrew  and  Margaret 
(Slundin)  Rickert,  the  former  a  native  of  Alsace, 
France,  and  the  latter  of  Bavaria,  Cieimany.  The 
father  came  to  America  in  IH.'i2,  landing  in  New 
York  City,  whence  he  went  to  Pittsburg.  Pa.,  and 
then  to  New  Orleans.  After  seven  years  spent  in 
the  latter  city  he  went  to  \'icksburg,  Miss.,  where 
he  met  and  married  Miss  Slundin.  Eight  years 
were  spent  in  Vicksburg,  and  in  1845  he  came 
witli  the  family  to  Jlonroe  County,  111.,  locating 
south  of  New  Design,  where  he   had  purchased  a 


farm.  To  the  cultivation  of  his  land  he  devoted 
his  energies  until  his  death,  in  1880.  Unto  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hickert  were  born  six  children,  five  of 
whom  are  still  living.     The  eldest  died  in  infanc3\ 

Our  subject  was  but  Sve  years  old  when  with 
his  parents  he  came  to  this  county.  He  acquired 
his  early  education  in  the  old  time  subscription 
schools,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  entered  the 
St.  Louis  IJniversit}',  pursuing  the  classical  course. 
He  remained  in  college  until  the  death  of  his 
mother,  in  1860,  when  he  returned  home  and 
taught  a  nine  months'  term  in  the  public  schools 
of  Waterloo.  In  September,  1861,  however,  he 
returned  to  the  university,  where  he  remained  un- 
til 1864,  when  he  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of 
A.B.  After  taking  his  post-graduate  course,  he 
received  the  degree  of  A.M.,  in  1869.  On  his  re- 
turn home,  he  engaged  in  teaching  for  about  a 
mouth  in  Monroe  County,  and  then  took  charge 
of  the  schools  in  Central  City,  111.  While  there 
he  began  studying  law  with  H.  K.  S.  O'Melveny, 
a  prominent  attorney,  with  whom  he  continued 
until  June,  1865,  when  he  again  came  to  Waterloo, 
and  began  studying  law  with  James  A.  Kennedy. 

In  the  fall  of  the  same  year,  Mr.  Rickert  went  to 
Vicksburg,  Miss.,  where  he  spent  the  winter,  and 
on  his  return  in  the  spring  he  took  charge  of  the 
school  near  his  home.  He  continued  to  teach  un- 
til 1868,  when  he  went  to  Chester,  111.,  and  became 
a  student  in  the  law  ofllce  of  Johnson  it  Ilartzell. 
On  the  4th  of  December  of  the  same  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  and.  in  the  spring  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  opened  a  law  office  in  Waterloo,  where 
he  has  since  been  successfullj-  engaged  in  practice. 
In  the  fall  of  1869  he  was  elected  Count3' Superin- 
tendent of  Schools,  whicli  position  he  filled  for 
four  years.  In  the  autuinii  of  1874  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  Twenty-ninth  General  Assembly 
from  the  Forty-eighth  District,  and  took  a  very 
active  part  in  furthering  the  interests  of  legisla- 
tion. He  was  prominently  connected  with  the 
passage  of  road  laws  for  counties  not  under  town- 
ship organization.  In  1876  he  was  elected  Prose- 
cuting Attornej',  and  filled  that  office  for  eight 
consecutive  years. 

Mr.  Rickert  was  united  in  marriage  .Maj-  2.3, 
1873,  with  Miss  Minnie,  daughter  of  Gottlieb  Zie- 
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bold,  whose  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work. 
She  was  born  in  Chillicothe,  Ohio,  and  came  to 
this  county  from  California,  Mo.,  in  1867.  Unto 
our  subject  and  wife  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Josic  L.,  Minnie  E.,  Nelson  A.,  George  F., 
Luella  C,  Charles  J.  and  Isabella  M.  George  F. 
and  Isabella  M.  died  In  infancy.  Mrs.  Rickert  is 
the  Treasurer  of  the  Frauen-Verein,a  religious  and 
social  organization,  and  was  a  member  of  the  La- 
dies' Auxiliary  of  the  World's  Fair  for  Monroe 
Count}'.  She  has  been  a  faithful  companion  and 
helpmate  to  her  husband  and  a  devoted  mother. 
Two  of  the  children,  Josic  L.  and  Minnie  E.,  are 
attending  the  Sacred  Heart  Convent  of  St.  Louis. 
Both  are  fine  musicians,  Josie  L.  as  a  pianist,  and 
Minnie  E.  as  a  violinist,  and  the  former  is  also  a 
fine  linguist. 

Miss  Mary  M.  Ziel)old,  a  sister  of  Jlrs.  Rickert, 
entered  their  family  in  1873,  when  a  maiden  of 
eight  summers.  Under  the  direction  of  iier  sister 
she  was  carefully  educated.  She  early  developed 
a  taste  for  music,  and  after  graduating  from  the 
high  school  and  teaching  for  a  short  time  she 
turned  her  attention  to  that  art.  For  a  time  she 
studied  under  Madame  K.  Broadus,  and  then,  on 
the  advice  of  Professor  Gilmore,  the  noted  leader 
of  the  famous  Gilmore  Band,  she  decided  to  prose- 
cute her  studies  in  Milan,  Italy,  where  she  is  at 
this  writing.  She  will  graduate  from  the  Royal 
Conservator}'  of  Music  in  French  and  Italian  music 
in  June,  1894,  and  will  then  go  upon  the  stage  as 
an  opera  singer  in  this  country. 

Returning  to  the  official  life  of  Mr.  Rickert,  we 
note  that  in  1888  he  was  elected  State  Senator  for 
a  term  of  four  years,  and  served  in  the  Thirty- 
sixth  and  Thirty-seventh  General  Assemblies.  He 
was  one  of  its  prominent  members  and  served  on 
the  judiciary  and  other  important  committees.  He 
regularly  attended  all  sessions,  and  never  failed  to 
vote  on  the  measures  before  the  House.  He  prepared 
the  bill  whereby  $10,000  was  appropriated  for  the 
purpose  of  moving  the  pioneer  dead  from  the  bury- 
ing grounds  at  Kaskaskia  to  the  cemetery  at  Ft. 
Gage.  He  ever  labored  for  the  interest  of  his  constit- 
uents, and  proved  a  capable  and  efficient  Senator. 
He  was  one  of  the  famous  "One  Hundred  and  One" 
who  stood  so  nobly  by  John  M.  Palmer  for  United 


States  Senator  in  1891.  When  his  term  had  ex- 
pired, he  was  prominently  mentioned  in  the  lead- 
ing Democratic  papers  for  the  office  of  State  Au- 
ditor. His  labors  for  tlie  advancement  of  tiiis 
community  have  resulted  in  its  material  progress, 
and  the  business  interests  have  been  greatly  pro- 
moted through  his  efforts. 

Mr.  Rickert  has  been  connected  with  the  Com- 
mercial Bank  of  Waterloo  since  its  organization 
and  is  a  Director  of  the  Waterloo  Milling  Com- 
pany. He  also  owns  about  nine  hundred  acres  of 
fine  farming  land  in  this  county.  The  cause  of 
education  has  ever  found  in  him  a  warm  friend, 
and  while  serving  on  the  School  Board  for  fifteen 
years  he  did  much  for  its  advancement.  For  about 
ten  years  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trus- 
tees of  Waterloo.  He  is  now  building  a  commo- 
dious and  comfortable  residence  in  the  eastern  part 
of  the  city,  and  in  this  home,  which  has  been  pro- 
vided through  his  own  labors,  he  hopes  to  spend 
his  remaining  days.  He  is  probably  the  most 
prominent  citizen  of  Monroe  County,  and  the  in- 
fluential position  which  he  has  won  among  his  fel- 
low-men has  been  gained  through  merit  and  is  well 
deserved. 


p-»»>»t-t  ^ 


■ifiUDGE  ABEL  CARFWRIGHT  DAVIS  has 
for  many  years  been  prominently  identi- 
fied with  tlie  official  and  business  interests 
of  Murphysboro,  and  in  f.act  his  name  is 
inseparably  connected  with  the  history  of  Jackson 
County,  for  he  is  numbered  among  its  earliest  set- 
tlers, and  during  the  years  of  his  residence  here 
he  has  been  a  leader  in  the  work  of  progress  and 
development.  Born  in  Murphysboro  Township, 
March  8,  1827,  h^  is  the  son  of  the  Rev.  Philip 
Davis,  a  native  of  Ohio  County,  Ky.  His  grand- 
father, Gideon  Davis,  was  born  in  Maryland,  and 
became  one  of  the  pioneer  planters  of  Kentucky, 
where  he  spent  his  remaining  years. 

Philip  Davis  was  educated  in  Louisville  and 
afterward  located  in  Jackson,  Mo.  At  that  time 
Kentucky,  Illinois  and  Missouri  were  comprised 
within  one  conference  of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  there  married  Margaret  Logan,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio  and  a  daughter  of  John  Logan,  who 
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was  born  in  Ireland,  and  who  came  to  tLis  county 
in  an  earl^'  day.  She  is  a  sister  of  Dr.  John  Logan, 
of  Murphysboro,  and  an  aunt  of  John  A.  Logan, 
our  subject  being  a  cousin  of  tiiat  famous  General, 
who  was  one  of  the  best  known  and  best  loved 
men  of  this  country. 

In  182.3  Mr.  Davis  located  in  Brownsville,  where 
he  eng.iged  in  teaching  and  also  served  as  pastor 
of  the  Methodist  Church.  A  few  years  later  he 
bought  a  farm  near  what  is  now  Murphysboro, 
and  when  the  court  house  was  burned  at  Browns- 
ville he  was  appointed  one  of  the  judges  to  restore 
the  records  of  the  county,  which  task  proved  an 
arduous  one.  In  the  Masonic  fraternity  he  was 
verj'  prominent.  To  farming  he  devoted  his  en- 
ergies until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1842, 
at  the  age  of  forty -six.  His  wife  survived  him 
until  April,  1893,  and  passed  away  at  the  ad- 
'  vanced  age  of  ninety  years.  In  their  family  were 
eight  children,  three  of  whom  are  now  living. 
One  brother,  Philip,  who  is  now  a  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  .South,  served  in  the 
Thirt3'-first  Illinois  Infantry  during  the  late  war. 

Judge  Davis  was  reared  amid  the  wil^d  scenes  of 
the  frontier.  When  quite  young  he  attended  the 
subscription  school  which  was  taught  by  Dr.  Lj'nch, 
who  was  hired  by. the  father  of  Mr.  Davis  and  by 
Dr.  Logan.  The  father  died  when  our  subject 
was  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  two  years  later  he 
began  to  earn  his  own  livelihood  as  a  farm  hand. 
He  attended  scliool  at  intervals  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  after  which  lie  engaged  in 
teaching  for  three  years.  More  or  less  since  at- 
taining to  man's  estate  he  h.as  been  called  upon  to 
fill  public  otfiees.  Between  the  ages  of  eighteen 
and  twenty-one  he  served  as  Constable,  and  after 
about  five  years  spent  as  a  teacher  and  farmer 
he  was  appointed  Deputy  Sheriff  by  William  Cox 
for  a  term  of  four  years.  In  18.56  he  was  elected 
Sheriff,  and  held  that  ollice  for  four  years.  We 
find  him  among  the  boys  in  blue  in  1862,  serving 
as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Thirt3'-fii-st  Illinois 
Infantiy.  He  participated  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  the  battles  of  Champion  Hill,  Black  River 
Bridge,  Port  (Jibson,  Jackson,  Atlanta  and  Kene- 
saw  Mountain.  After  the  battle  of  Atlanta  he 
was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of  disability. 


He  proved  a  valiant  and  faithful  soldier,  and  was 
ever  found  at  his  post  of  dut}'. 

After  his  return  home,  Mr.  Davis  was  elected 
Associate  Judge  of  the  county  for  a  term  of  two 
j'ears.  On  his  retirement  from  ollice  he  resumed  the 
care  of  his  farm,  but  soon  afterward  was  elected 
Justice  of  the  Peace,  taking  up  his  residence  in  Mur- 
physboro. He  continued  to  fill  that  ollice  until 
April,  1893,  when  he  resigned  on  account  of  par- 
tial deafness.  He  has  done  much  work  as  admin- 
istrator of  estates,  and  in  the  discharge  of  his 
official  duties  has  ever  won  high  comnieudation. 

The  Judge  was  married  in  Murphysboro  Town- 
ship to  Leah,  daughter  of  David  Biirkey,  of  Penn- 
sylvania. She  was  born  in  this  county.  They 
became  the  parents  of  ten  children,  five  of  whom 
reached  mature  years:  Laura,  wife  of  Tlionnis 
Etherton,  of  Sand  Ridge;  Charles,  who  was  killed 
by  a  threshing-machine  in  East  St.  Louis;  Mrs. 
Ilattie  Blackwood,  now  deceased;  Mrs.  Mollie  Lipe, 
of  Williamson  County;  Jennie,  wife  of  Dan  Mc- 
Laughlin, of  Murphysboro;  and  Joseph  H.,  who 
is  clerking  in  Murphysboro. 

On  the  4tli  of  March,  1884,  Mr.  Davis  ni:iiiic(i 
Mrs.  Cordelia  (Case)  Sanders,  who  was  born  in 
Spafford,  Onondaga  Count}-,  N.  Y.,  as  was  her  f.a- 
ther,  Samuel  Case.  Her  grandfather,  Aaron  Case, 
was  a  native  of  Schenectady,  N.  Y.  The  former 
followed  farming  in  the  Empire  State  and  in 
Rock  County,  Wis.,  but  his  last  days  were  spent 
in  the  east.  He  married  Chloe  J.,  daughter  of 
Timothy  Olmsted,  both  natives  of  New  York. 
Mrs.  Davis  was  one  of  six  children,  five  of  whom 
reached  mature  years,  while  two  are  yet  living. 
She  was  reared  in  Wisconsin,  and  in  1852  became 
the  wife  of  J.  W.  Sanders,  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
and  removed  to  Marion,  111.,  but  soon  afterward 
settled  in  Carbondale.  He  served  as  First  Lieu- 
tenant of  the  Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry  during 
the  late  war.  was  afterward  Sheriff  of  Jackson 
County  for  four  years,  and  served  as  Deputy 
Sheriff  under  Judge  Davis  and  M.  B.  Cox.  He 
died  September  12,  1876.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Sanders  were  born  three  children:  Leroy.  of  Mur- 
physboro; Frances  C,  wife  of  A.  H.  Roberts,  of 
Murphysboro;  and  John,  who  died  in  his  seventh 
year. 
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Judge  Davis  served  as  foreman  of  tlie  United 
States  Grand  .liny  in  Springfield,  111.,  in  1889. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  Amity  Lodge  No.  1.32, 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  has  filled  all  its  of  offices,  and  belongs 
to  the  encampment.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  in  which  he  is  serving  as  Trustee. 
He  has  been  honored  with  frequent  elections  to 
public  office,  and  the  trust  reposed  in  him  has 
never  been  betrayed.  He  is  faithful  and  true  in 
all  tilings,  and  no  man  is  more  worth}'  the  high 
regard  in  which  he  is  held  than  A.  C.  Davis,  the 
prominent  pioneer. 


^^EORGE  T.  COFFER,  a 
[||  ,-— ,  and  stock-raiser  of  Ja( 
^iJll    the  owner    of    a  well 


,^^^EORGE    T.  COFFER,  a    successful    farmer 

Jackson  County,  and 
improved  tract  of 
land  situated  on  section  6,  Somerset  Township, 
was  born  in  this  county  March  25,  1841.  Little 
is  known  concerning  his  ancestral  history,  although 
it  is  thought  that  his  parents,  .Toshua  and  Eliza- 
beth (Wilkison)  Coffer,  were  natives  respectively 
of  Missouri  and  Tennessee.  Tradition  says  that 
his  paternal  ancestors  emigrated  to  America  from 
France,  while  on  his  mother's  side  he  traces  his 
lineage  to  Scotland. 

At  an  early  day  in  the  histor.y  of  Jackson 
County  Joshua  Coffer  came  hither  and  for  a  sliort 
time  sojourned  near  the  Mississippi  River.  Going 
back  to  Missouri,  he  remained  in  that  slate  for 
some  time  and  then  returned  to  Jackson  County, 
settling  in  the  northern  part.  A  few  years  afterward 
he  was  drowned  in  Galum  Creek.  His  accidental 
death  was  mourned  bj'  his  large  circle  of  acquaint- 
ances, whose  high  regard  he  held  to  an  unusual  de- 
gree. Of  his  children  the  following  survive: 
Marena  A.,  wife  of  William  Zimmerman;  George 
T.  and  Elliott  B.  One  of  the  sons,  Joshua  P.,  en- 
listed in  tiie  Union  army,  and  died  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  in   1864. 

At  the  age  of  about  thirteen  years  our  subject 
accompanied  his  widowed  mother  to  Monroe 
Countj',  111.,  where  one  j-ear  later  she  passed  away. 
He  was  therefore  thrown  entirely  upon  his  own 
resources  and  obliged  to  earn  his  own  livelihood 


from  an  earlj'  age.  For  a  number  of  years  he  con- 
tinued to  reside  in  Monroe  County,  whence  he  re- 
turned to  Jackson  County,  and  subsequently  lo- 
cated in  Franklin  County,  111.  At  the  opening  of 
the  Civil  War  he  enlisted,  August  10,  1861,  in  the 
Fifteenth  Illinois  Cavalry,  which  was  incorporated 
with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  With  his  regi- 
ment, he  participated  in  the  Ixattles  of  Ft.  Henry 
and  Ft.  Donelson  and  the  siege  of  Corinth,  in  ad- 
dition to  many  other  engagements  of  minor  im- 
portance in  which  the  cavalry  engaged.  Ordered 
to  Arkansas,  he  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Big 
Creek,  in  that  state,  and  performed  faithfull\-  and 
with  the  utmost  efficienc}'  his  duties  as  a  defender 
of  the  Old  Flag.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment  he  was  honorably  discharged,  August 
25,  1864.  He  now  receives  a  pension  of  86  per 
month. 

About  one  j-ear  after  his  return  from  the  army 
Mr.  Coffer  was  united  in  marriage,  August  16, 
1865,  with  INIiss  Serenia  J.  Holliday,  who  was  born 
October  17,  1849.  Mrs.  Coffer  is  the  daughter  of 
the  late  George  W.aiid  Johanna  (Whipkey)  Holli- 
day, natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Penns3lvania, 
respectively.  Her  grandfather,  David  Holliday, 
was  an  earl}'  settler  of  Jackson  County,  and  located 
in  Somerset  Township  when  thi%  now  highly  im- 
proved township  was  a  wild  waste  of  timber  land. 
George  Holliday  passed  away  in  1881,  and  his 
widow,  now  (1894)  in  her  sixty-eighth  year,  is 
making  her  home  in  Oraville,  III.  Of  their  chil- 
dren six  survive,  namely:  David,  who  lives  in 
Oraville,  111.;  Serenia  J.,  Mrs.  Coffer;  Desdemonia, 
wife  of  Benjamin  Coffer,  a  resident  of  Vergennes 
Township,  this  county;  Turner,  whose  home  is  in 
Levan  Township,  this  count}';  Imri,  residing  in 
Oraville;  and  Susan,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry 
Nausley,  of  Vergennes  Township,  this  county. 
Elbridge  G.  Holliday,  brother  of  Mrs.  Coffer,  en- 
listed in  the  Twenty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry  and 
was  killed  in  the  battle  of  Belmont,  Mo.,  Novem- 
ber 7,  1861.  Another  brother,  Henry  L.,  took  the 
place  in  the  regiment  made  vacant  by  the  death  of 
Elbridge  G.  and  served  through  the  entire  war, 
participating  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga  and 
Stone  River,  the  march  to  the  sea,  and  many 
other  important  engagements  and  campaigns.     In 
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1865  he  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  army. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Coffer  there  were  born  eleven 
children,  nine  now  living,  as  follows:  William; 
Ellen,  wife  of  Henry  Doty;  Esniaralda;  Annie; 
Edgar;  David;  Franivlin;  P'rcderick  and  Eliza- 
belli.  Those  deceased  are  Charles  and  Thomas 
Marion.  At  the  time  Mr.  Coffer  settled  upon  his 
present  farm,  in  1872,  the  land  had  not  been 
cleared,  and  it  was  onl}- after  arduous  and  untiring 
labor  that  he  succeeded  in  bringing  the  soil  under 
good  cultivation.  His  farm  is  not  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  township,  containing  but  ninety-three 
acres,  but  it  has  first-class  improvements,  and  every 
acre  is  so  utilized  as  to  produce  the  most  profita- 
ble results. 

While  the  duties  connected  with  farming  occupy 
much  of  Mr.  Coffer's  attention,  he  nevertheless 
finds  sullicient  time  to  devote  to  public  affairs  and 
maintains  a  warm  interest  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  communit}'.  In  his  politi- 
cal affiliations  he  adopts  the  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party  and  supports  its  candidates  with 
his  ballot  and  intlucnce.  He  is  identified  with  the 
Grand  Arm}-  of  the  Republic,  holding  membership 
with  the  post  at  Murphysboro.  One  of  the  lead- 
ing citizens  in  .Somerset  Township,  he  justly  occu- 
pies a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  all  who  know 
him. 


Jl'OHN    CLEAKY.     The  simple  record  of  an 
honorable   life    is  the  best  monument  that 
can  be  reared   to  any  citizen,  and  we  shall 
'    tiiereforc  not  attempt  to  enlarge  upon  the 

history  of  the  gentleman  above  named,  who  is  a 
large  land-owner  in  Perry  County,  Mo.,  and  at  the 
same  time  fills  the  position  of  Government  Con- 
tractor in  Chester.  He  is  of  Irish  birth,  having 
been  born  in  County  Limerick,  December  25,  1840, 
and  is  the  son  of  .lames  and  Johanna  Cleary.  The 
parents  were  poor  people  in  their  native  land,  and 
wishing  to  better  their  condition  financially,  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1819,  landing  in 
New  York  City.  From  that  place  they  soon  re- 
moved to  Syracuse,  the  same  state,  where  they 
made  their  home  for  six  years,  and  at  the  end  of 
that  time  came  to  Chester,  where  the  elder  Mr. 
28 


Cleary  engaged  in  gardening  and  farming  on  a 
small  scale.  He  departed  this  life  in  Chester  in 
1808,  and  his  good  wife  died  two  years  later. 

John  Cleary  was  the  eldest  of  a  large  family,  of 
whom  only  three  are  living  at  the  presetit  time. 
While  residing  at  Syracuse,  N.  Y.,  he  attended 
sciiool,  but  after  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Chester,  his  father  being  in  limited  circumstances, 
he  was  compelled  to  aid  him  in  the  support  of  the 
family,  and  thus  his  education  was  neglected.  He 
made  the  best  of  his  spare  moments,  however,  and 
by  reading  good  books  and  being  a  close  oliserver 
he  gained  a  fair  knowledge  of  men  and  things. 

When  attaining  his  majority,  Mr.  Cleary  em- 
harked  in  farming  pursuits  upon  rented  land.  He 
continued  to  remain  under  the  parental  roof,  how- 
ever, for  five  years  longer,  and  then  establishing  a 
home  of  his  own  was  married,  .January-  2,  1807,  to 
Miss  Jane,  daughter  of  James  and  Margaret  .Supple. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cleary  commenced  to  work 
in  the  mill  of  II.  C.  Cole  &  Co.,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained for  some  years,  and  then  began  farming 
again  on  his  own  account,  renting  properly  for 
eight  years.  During  that  period  he  w.as  verj'  suc- 
cessful, and  at  the  expiration  of  the  eight  years 
removed  with  his  family  to  Chester  and  began 
contr.acting,  his  first  work  being  on  the  streets  in 
the  city.  Proving  himself  worthy  of  the  confidence 
placed  in  him  by  his  fellow-townsmen,  he  rapidly 
grew  in  favor  and  was  soon  enabled  to  take  Gov- 
ernment contracts,  sometimes  having  in  hisenii)loy 
as  many  as  two  hundred  men. 

Mr.  Cleary, after  saving  a  goodly  sum  of  monej', 
purchased  a  quarter-section  in  Perry  County,  Mo. 
To  this  he  has  added  from  time  to  time  as  his  cir- 
cumstances would  permit,  until  at  the  present  time 
he  is  the  proprietor  of  a  vast  estate  of  thirteen  hun- 
dred acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  under  the  be.st 
improvements.  He  gives  his  personal  attention  to 
the  cultivation  of  three  hundred  acres  of  his  es- 
tate and  rents  the  balance  to  good  advantage.  He 
still,  however,  carries  on  his  business  as  Govern- 
ment contractor,  in  which  branch  of  work  he  has 
l)een  engaged  since  1876.  He  always  furnishes  the 
timber  and  supplies  for  his  contracts,  which  at 
times  have  required  as  many  as  ninety-four  teams. 

To  our  subject  and  his  estimable  wife  have  been 
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born  five  children,  who  bear  the  respective  names 
of  Mar3',  John,  William,  Edward  and  Charles  Cleve- 
land. Mr.  Cleary  has  his  farm  stocked  witii  all  kinds 
of  blooded  animals,  which  he  ships  to  the  St.  Louis 
and  Chicago  markets.  In  the  midst  of  his  exten- 
sive personal  interests  he  ever  finds  time  to  bear 
an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  the  neighborhood, 
and  in  fact,  in  all  movements  which  contribute  to 
the  general  welfare  of  tiie  county.  He  is  a  most 
genial  man,  strictl}'  honorable  in  all  his  dealings, 
and  therefore  he  is  highly  regarded  by  all  with 
whom  he  comes  in  contact.  With  his  family  he  is 
occup3'ing  a  handsome  brick  residence,  located  in 
the  midst  of  beautiful  grounds,  where  he  entertains 
a  host  of  friends.  In  politics  he  votes  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket. 


^^  ONRAD  WELGE.  As  a  representative  of 
[l(  the  progressive  and   successful   farmers  of 

^^^  Randolph  County,  especial  mention  belongs 
to  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  conducts  agri- 
cultural operations  on  section  2,  township  7,  range 
6.  Tiirough  the  exercise  of  careful  management 
in  conducting  his  business  affairs  he  has  become 
the  owner  of  a  good  tract  of  land,  and  in  addition 
to  raising  the  cereals  he  is  one  of  the  most  ex- 
tensive grape-growers  in  the  county,  having  an 
immense  vinej'ard. 

Mr.  Welge  was  born  the  10th  of  April,  1829, 
in  the  province  of  Braunschweig,  Germany,  and  is 
a  son  of  Christian  and  Christina  Welge,  the  former 
of  whom  emigrated  with  his  family  to  America  in 
1847.  They  landed  in  the  Crescent  City  Decem- 
ber 31  of  that  year,  and  after  remaining  there  only 
a  few  days  sailed  up  the  INIississippi  River  and 
made  their  permanent  home  in  this  county.  Tlie 
elder  Mr.  Welge  purchased  farming  land  and  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil  until  his  decease,  which 
occurred  in  1853.  Five  years  later  the  mother  of 
our  subject  departed  this  life,  leaving  a  family  of 
three  children,  of  whom  Conrad  was  the  eldest. 

Our  subject  received  a  good  education  in 
his  native  land,  and  his  occupation  in  Germany 
was  that  of  a  shepherd  boy.  It  was  the  expecta- 
tion of  his  father  to  engage  in  sheep-raising  in 
Randolph  County,  but  after  locating  here  he  found 


the  locality  was  not  suitable  for  that  branch  of  ag- 
riculture, and  therefore  devoted  himself  to  general 
farm  pursuits.  Conrad  is  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead, which  was  well  improved  when  it  came  into 
his  possession,  but  he  has  later  added  to  its  value 
and  attractiveness  by  the  erection  of  commodious 
buildings,  and  annually  reaps  an  abundant  har- 
vest from  the  old  farm. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  ni.arried  in  April, 
1852,  was  Miss  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Frederick 
Shrader.  Tlieir  union  has  been  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  the  following  five  ciiildren:  Christina,  who 
married  Conrad  Gross  and  makes  her  home  in 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.;  Ilerm.nn,  wlio  married  Hermanite 
Sickme^'er,  and  lives  at  Welge;  Louisa,  who  be- 
came the  wife  of  Herman  Dctmer,  and  makes  her 
home  near  Welge,  this  state;  Sophia,  Mrs.  Louis 
Dirks,  wlio  also  lives  near  the  above  place;  and 
Caroline,  who  married  Henry  Sickmeyer  and  re- 
sides in  Jackson  County,  this  state. 

Our  subject  and  his  entire  family-  are  devoted 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He  is  one  of 
the  venerable  citizens  of  this  township,  and  few 
of  the  residents  of  the  county  are  more  widely  or 
favorably  known  than  he.  Though  not  an  aspir- 
ant to  anj'  political  office,  he  has  been  elected  to 
serve  on  the  School  Board,  and  held  the  position 
of  Director  for  six  years.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics  and  takes  a  leading  part  in  all  local  mat- 
ters. 


'^ 


¥"  ILLIAM  GOALBY,  one  of  the  substan- 
tial coal  dealers  of  southern  Illinois,  who 
is  engaged  in  coal  mining  in  Randolph 
County  and  makes  his  home  in  Percy,  was  born 
in  England  on  the  31st  of  October,  1831,  and  is 
the  youngest  child  of  William  and  Martha  (Bend) 
Goalb3'.  His  father  was  a  miner  and  followed 
that  pursuit  in  his  native  land  until  1852,  when 
he  emigrated  to  the  New  World  and  settled  in 
Belleville,  111.  He  operated  mines  near  that  place 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1874. 

Mr.  Goalby  of  this  sketcli  spent  the  days  of  his 
boj'hood  and  j-outh  in  his  native  land, and  a.ttcnrte<| 
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its  public  schools  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when 
he  loft  the  school  room  to  hcijin  worlc  in  liie  mines. 
Since  that  time  lie  has  been  connected  with  coal 
interests.  In  1852  he  accompanied  his  father  on 
the  voyage  to  America,  and  in  connection  with 
him  oi)eiu'd  a  mine  in  liellcvillc,  111.  They  also 
sunk  the  first  shaft  on  the  Cairo  Short  Line  Rail- 
road, also  at  Ogle's  Station,  Robert  Station,  and 
at  many  other  mines.  In  18()!l  he  was  foreman  of 
the  mines  at  Murphysboro,  III.,  and  in  1872  our 
subject  came  to  the  Jliller  mines,  which  at  that 
time  were  controlled  by  the  Missouri  Coal  Com- 
pany, lie  there  continued  for  three  years,  on  the 
expiration  of  which  period  the  company  became 
disorganized  and  Mr.  Goalby  sunk  a  shaft  at  Rose- 
borough,  near  Sparta,  III.,  which  is  still  in  opera- 
tion. 

On  the  expiration  of  a  short  period,  Mr.  Goalby 
again  went  to  llie  west,  leaving  his  family  at  their 
home  in  Randolph  County.  After  spending  five 
years  in  Nevada,  he  returned  to  Illinois,  in  1883, 
taking  up  his  residence  in  I'erc\',  wheie  he  began 
sinking  shafts,  lie  has  successfully  opened  and  is 
now  operating  two  mines,  one  a  top  vein,  and  the 
other  a  second  vein.  His  mine  usually  yields  four- 
teen cars  of  coal  per  day,  and  the  owner  is  re- 
garded as  one  of  the  substantial  coal  dealers  of 
southern  Illinois. 

In  18(J8  Mr.  Goalby  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Klizabeth  Dean,  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  Dean,  who  were  natives  of  .Scotland  aTid 
came  to  America  in  18I'J.  I'nto  our  subject  and  ' 
his  wife  were  born  eleven  cliililrcii,  Iml  oidy  live 
of  the  number  are  yet  living,  viz.:  William  II., 
who  is  engaged  with  his  father  in  the  coal  busi- 
ness; Arthur  A.,  who  married  Carrie  Harris  and  is 
employed  as  engineer  at  the  mines;  Sarah  1)., 
Robert  and  Thomas,  who  arc  still  with  their  par- 
ents. The  mother  of  this  family  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church  and  is  a   most    estimable  lady. 

In  his  i)olitical  views  Mr.  (Joalby  is  a  Democrat, 
but  has  never  lieen  a  politician  in  the  sense  of 
oflice-seeking,  as  he  prefers  to  devote  his  entire 
time  and  attention  to  his  business  interests.  Not 
long  since  the  Barnard  Coal  Company  went  into 
the  hands  of  a  receiver  and  the  mine  was  .sold,  be- 
coming the   property   of    the   firm   of  Barnard  & 


Goalby.  In  consequence,  our  subject  is  interested 
in  three  mines,  all  of  which  are  doing  a  good 
business.  The  vocation  which  he  has  made  his 
life  work  has  jiroved  a  profitable  one  to  him, yield- 
ing him  a  good  income.  He  is  a  man  of  excellent 
business  and  executive  ability,  and  his  well  di- 
rected efforts  and  good  management  have  justly 
won  him  his  pro^perit}-. 


-*-= 
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"^  OHN  H.  THOMPSON.  Many  of  the  native- 
born  citizens  of  Randolph  County  have 
adopted  an  agricultural  career,  and  among 
this  number  is  the  gentleman  above  named, 
who  in  addition  to  carrying  on  his  fine  estate  has 
operated  a  threshing  machine  since  1871,  and  has 
been  engaged  in  running  a  sawmill  for  the  past 
two  years. 

Our  subject  was  born  on  the  llKh  of  .September, 
1845,  to  James  G.  and  Margaret  Caroline  (Camp- 
bell) Thompson.  The  father  was  born  in  the  Ab- 
beyville  District,  S.C.,.lune  14.  1813,  and  on  com- 
ing to  Randolph  County,  about  1835,  became  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  within  its  bounds.  Later 
he  removed  to  Arkansas,  where  his  decease  oc- 
curred, in  Lawrence  County.  July  14,  1856.  His 
first  wife  preceded  him  to  the  better  land  by  many 
years,  dying  when  our  subject  was  only  three 
years  of  age.  .Vflorward  he  rii;irried  Miss  Ellen 
Mullin,  by  whom  he  had  two  children,  who  are 
now  deceased.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  was  well-to-do  in  this  world's  goods.  The 
only  child  born  of  his  union  with  Miss  Campbell 
was  our  subject,  who  was  educaled  in  the  common 
schools,  and  during  the  summer  season  worked  on 
a  farm,  thus  learning  the  many  duties  belonging 
to  farm  life. 

When  ready  to  establish  home  ties  of  his  own, 
Mr.  Thompson  was  united  in  marriage,  March  18, 
1886,  with  Miss  Louisa  E.  Thompson,  who,  like 
liimsclf,  was  a  native  of  this  county.  She  was  the 
daughter  of  Thomas  M.  and  Martha  (Hogue) 
Thompson;  the  father  was  born  in  .South  Carolina, 
and  the  mother  was  born  in  Randolph  County. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  two 
children,  a  daughter,  Margaret  M.,  and  a  son,  Harry 
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S.jWho  died  in  infanc3^  With  his  wife  he  is  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Baptist  Churcli  and  enjoys 
all  the  esteem  commanded  by  a  man  of  an  honest 
and  upriglit  life. 

■  Mr.  Thompson  cast  his  first  Presidential  vote 
for  Seymour  and  always  voted  the  Democratic 
ticket  until  1892,  when  he  cast  his  ballot  for  the 
candidate  of  the  People's  party.  His  beautiful 
estate,  which  comi^rises  eighty  acres,  is  located 
three  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  Evansville, 
where  he  devotes  the  greater  part  of  his  time  and 
attention  to  its  cultivation.  He  has  served  as 
Constable  for  two  terms  of  four  years  each,  as 
Justice  of  the  Peace  one  term  of  four  j^ears,  Road 
Commissioner  one  term  of  three  years,  and  at  the 
present  time  is  District  Road  Clerk. 


^/A\  RS.  MARY  ANN  WALLER,  who  is  well 
known  throughout  .Jackson  County,  and 
now  resides  on  section  27,  Murphysboro 
Township,  was  born  in  Franklin  County, 
now  Williamson  Count}',  on  the  11th  of  October, 
1834.  Her  parents,  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Hinch- 
clifif)  Crawshaw,  were  both  natives  of  England,  and 
in  that  country'  were  reared  and  married.  In 
1828,  they  emigrated  to  America,  reaching  their 
destination  on  the  2d  of  October.  They  first  lo- 
cated in  Philadelphia,  where  they  remained  for 
nineteen  months,  when  thej-  came  to  Illinois,  and 
settled  on  what  was  known  as  Eight  Mile  Prairie, 
about  six  miles  east  of  Carbondale.  The  county 
was  then  wild  and  unimproved,  the  land  was  in 
its  primitive  condition,  and  there  were  wolves  and 
panthers  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Crawshaw 
took  up  his  residence  in  this  community'  June  11, 
1830,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  forest  developed  a 
farm.  In  1836,  he  removed  to  a  place  three  and 
a-half  miles  southwest  of  Carbondale,  and  was  one 
of  the  earliest  settlers  of  that  locality.  There  he 
continued  to  reside  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1852,  at  the  age  of  sixt\--two  years.  His  wife, 
who  was  born  in  1791,  passed  away  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  3'ears.  Their  family  numbered  nine 
children,  but  onl}'  three  are  now  living,  Mrs. 
Eliza  Davis,  Mrs.  Hannah  Etherton  and  Mrs.  Wal- 


ler. The  parents  were  both  members  of  ttie  Christ- 
ian Order,  and  Mr.  Crawshaw  was  a  preacher  of 
that  denomination.  One  son,  Thomas,  served 
throughout  the  late  war. 

In  her  parents'  home,  Mrs.  Waller  spent  her 
girlhood  days,  performing  the  duties  of  the  house- 
hold and  acquiring  an  education  in  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  the  neighborhood.  In  1852,  when 
eighteen  years  of  age,  she  became  the  wife  of 
George  Hagler,  a  native  of  Union  County,  111., 
born  in  1830.  He  was  one  of  twelve  children, 
whose  father,  John  Hagler,  was  numbered  among 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Union  County,  vv hither  he 
emigrated  from  North  Carolina.  George  Hagler 
was  reared  in  Union  and  Jackson  Counties,  and 
after  his  marri.age  located  upon  a  farm  in  Carbon- 
dale Township,  which  he  continued  to  develop  and 
improve  until  after  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
war,  when,  in  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  B, 
p;ighty-first  Illinois  Infantrj-.  He  died  January 
20,  1863,  at  Memphis,  Tenn.,  leaving  a  widow  and 
four  children.  The  latter  are  William,  who  mar- 
ried Sarah  J.  Hanson;  Allen,  who  married  Ida 
Lindsey;  Joseph,  who  wedded  Frances  Etherton; 
and  George,  who  married  .lane  P.  Burkey. 

In  1864,  the  lad}'  whose  name  heads  this  record 
became  the  wife  of  William  Waller,  who  was  born 
in  Union  County,  111.,  March  26,  1823.  He,  too, 
had  been  previously  married,  his  first  wife  having 
borne  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Diskan.  After 
her  death  he  married  Lucinda  Lipe,  and  they  had 
four  children,  who  are  yet  living,  namely:  Mrs. 
Sarah  L.  Crawshaw;  Mrs.  Mary  Crow;  John,  who 
married  Ann  Thorp;  and  William  Joseph,  wlio 
wedded  Marj'  E.  Thoip.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Waller  be- 
came the  parents  of  five  children,  of  whom  four 
are  yet  living,  Hannah,  who  married  W.  R.  Lee; 
Elbert  E.,  Gilbert  and  Alice.  Luvisa  married  Dr. 
F.  E.  Trobaugh,and  died  a  few  months  afterwards, 
aged  twenty-three  years. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Waller  occurred  December  26, 
1891,  and  was  deeply  mourned  throughout  the 
community,  for  he  had  many  friends.  He  was  a 
faithful  member  of  the  Missionary  Baptist  Church, 
in  which  he  served  as  Deacon, and  was  also  School 
Director.  He  voted  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  kept  well   informed  on  the  issues  of  the  day. 
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Throughout  life  he  followed  agricultuinl  pursuits, 
and  was  a  sucocssful  fanner.  Since  iier  husband's 
death,  Mrs.  Waller  has  carried  on  the  home  farm 
with  the  aid  of  her  younger  son.  It  is  a  tract  of 
three  liundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  the  greater 
part  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation 
and  well  improved.  Mrs.  Waller  is  also  a  member 
of  tlie  Missionary  Baptist  Church,  and  is  a  ladj' 
whose  many  excellencies  of  character  have  gained 
for  her  the  high  regard  in  which  she  is  justly  held. 


4^ 


SiIlOMAS  J.  GREKN,  of  Percy,  was  born  in 
Carroll  County,  Ark.,  on  the  Tilli  of  De- 
f'  cember,  1851,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and 
Millie  (Weis)  Green,  who  were  also  natives  of  the 
same  slate.  lie  received  hardly  any  educational 
advantages  in  his  youth,  but  experience  and  ob- 
servation have  made  him  well  informed.  He  spent 
his  early  life  ui)on  a  farm,  beginning  work  in  the 
fields  as  soon  as  he  was  old  enough  to  handle  the 
plow.  He  soon  became  familiar  with  all  the  de- 
tails of  farm  work  and  made  a  hand  at  harvest. 

Mr.  Green  w.as  a  lad  of  only  ten  years  when  he 
left  home  and  went  to  Dallas  County.  Mo.,  where 
he  was  employed  as  a  farm  hand  for  eleven  years, 
when,  in  1S71,  he  came  to  Illinois,  taking  up  his 
residence  in  Randolph  County,  wheie  he  has  since 
made  his  home.  The  greater  part  of  his  life  has 
been  devoted  to  agricultural  pursuits.  When  he 
came  to  this  county  he  secured  a  farm  and  with 
char.acteristic  energy  began  its  cultivation,  and  its 
well  tilled  fields  soon  yielded  to  him  a  golden 
tribute  in  return  for  the  care  and  labor  bestowed 
upon  them.  He  also  made  good  improvements, 
and  his  place  was  ever  neat  and  thrifty  in  appear- 
ance. In  .Inly,  1892.  he  left  the  farm  and  came  to 
Percy,  where  lie  has  since  made  his  home. 

In  October,  1877,  Mr.  Green  was  united  in 
marriage  witli  .lane  (Weir)  Lemond.a  daughter  of 
James  and  .Jane  (Downing)  Weir,  both  of  whom 
were  natives  of  Kentucky.  On  leaving  that  state 
they  removed  to  Ohio,  and  llience  came  to  Illinois 
in  1851,  settling  in  Randolph  County,  where  they 
spent  their  remaining  days.  Mrs.  Green  has  been 
four  times  married.     Her  first  husband  was  .John 


Larue,  of  Ohio.  Frank,  the  only  child  of  that 
marriage,  is  now  living  in  Percy.  She  next  mar- 
ried Charles  G.  Gruenigen,  who  died  while  in  the 
Union  army  during  the  late  war,  leaving  one  son, 
Charles,  who  is  yet  living.  His  widow  afterward 
became  the  wife  of  Thomas  E.  Lemond,  who  died 
leaving  two  children:  Elmira,  now  the  wife  of 
Thom.as  Williams,  of  Randolph  County;  and  David 
L.,  who  married  Laura  K.  lilanton  and  resides  in 
Percy. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  hold  membership  with 
the  Methodist  Church,  contribute  liberally  to  its 
support  and  are  active  workers  in  its  interest. 
They  are  prominent  and  well  known  people  of  this 
community,  and  their  friends  are  many  in  the 
neighborhood.  In  politics  Mr.  Green  is  a  stalwart 
Republican,  but  li.as  never  sought  or  desired  the 
honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office.  His  life 
was  a  hard  one  in  his  early  youth,  l)ut  b}'  persist- 
ent energy,  a  courageous  spirit  and  a  strong  de- 
termination, he  overcame  the  obstacles  in  his  path 
and  steadily  worked  his  way  upward.  As  he  did 
so,  he  acquired  a  comfortable  competence,  which 
now  enables  him  to  spend  his  declining  years  in 
retirement,  enjoying  the  rest  which  he  has  so 
truly  earned  and  richl}'  deserves. 
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IlL^ARRISON    D 

Yr^Wj  residing   on 
%Jy    9,  Monroe  C< 


DRUSE,  a  well  known  farmer 
section  16,  township  3,  range 
County,  claims  New  York  as  the 
(^)  state  of  his  nativity.  His  parents  were 
Stephen  and  Anna  (Denslow)  Druse.  The  former 
was  of  French  descent  and  was  born  in  New  York. 
He  received  such  educational  advantages  as  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  stale  afforded.  He 
married  Miss  Denslow,  who  w.as  born  in  Can.ada, 
and  who  was  of  Welsh  lineage.  When  quite  young 
she  removed  to  New  York,  where  she  received  but 
limited  school  privileges. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Druse  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  and  took  an  .active  interest  in  all 
that  pertained  to  its  upbuilding  and  to  the  welfare 
of  the  community.  B3'  industry,  economy  and 
good  management  he  steadily  worked  his  way  up. 
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ward  and  acquired  a  comfortable  competence.  In 
1819  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Ohio,  locating 
in  Washington  County,  where  his  deatli  occurred 
two  years  later.  His  wife  long  survived  him,  pass- 
ing away  in  1815,  on  the  day  of  General  .Jack- 
son's death.  In  the  Druse  famil3'  were  ten  chil- 
dren, and  with  one  exception  all  readied  mature 
years.  In  order  of  birth  they  were  as  follows: 
Ira,  who  died  in  infancy;  Jeremiah,  Lucy,  Sarali, 
Riley,  Stephen,  Melissa,  Harrison,  Warren  and 
Joseph. 

It  was  during  his  early  boyhood  that  Harrison 
Druse  accompanied  tlie  family  to  the  Buckeye 
State.  In  the  common  schools  of  the  neighbor- 
hood he  conned  his  lessons  through  the  winter 
season,  wliile  in  the  summer  months  he  aided  in 
the  labors  of  the  farm.  No  event  of  special  im- 
portance occurred  during  his  youth,  which  was 
quietly  passed  in  his  parents'  Iiome.  In  1843  was 
celebrated  his  marriage  witli  Miss  Agues  Cocksliot, 
a  native  of  England,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  in 
1818  and  settled  in  Belle  Prairie,  Washington 
County,  Ohio,  wliere  she  was  educated  and  reared 
to  womanhood.  In  the  same  _>ear  of  their  mar- 
riage tiiey  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  took  up  tlieir 
residence  upon  a  farm  in  Monroe  Countj'.  Six 
children  came  to  bless  their  home  and  all  are  j-et  liv- 
ing, namely:  Joseph  D.,  Warren  D.,  Ralph  H.,  Ger- 
tie M.,  Agnes  and  Ollie.  The  mother  of  this  fam- 
ily was  a  sincere  and  faitliful  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  was  a  lady  of 
intelligence, highly  respected  by  all  who  knew  her. 
In  1884  she  was  called  to  the  home  beyond,  and 
her  death  was  deeply  mourned. 

In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Druse  was  a  Whig  in 
earl3'  life,  and  when  the  Republican  party  was 
formed  he  joined  its  ranks,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  numbered  among  its  stalwart  supporters. 
He  has  held  the  office  of  School  Treasurer  of  his 
township,  and  was  also  County  Commissioner  for 
two  terms.  He  discharged  his  duties  in  a  prompt 
and  faithful  manner,  and  thereby-  won  tlie  com- 
mendation of  all  concerned.  Mr.  Druse  is  a  self- 
made  man,  who  started  out  in  life  empty  handed, 
but  by  diligence  and  good  management  he  has  ac- 
cumulated considerable  property  and  now  has  six 
hundred  acres  of  valuable  land  in  Monroe  County 


and  a  fine  home.  He  is  now  practically  living 
retired,  while  his  eldest  son  carries  on  the  farm. 
He  also  has  one  son  who  is  Chief  of  Police  in  San 
Antonio,  Tex. 


^j,  LLEN  A.  SHORT,  Treasurer  of  Randolph 
LJ'     County,  is  a  man  universal!}'  popular,  and 


one  who  has  attained  success  in  life.  No 
public  official  is  held  in  higher  estimation 
for  practicable  ability  and  fine  personal  character, 
and  we  are  pleased  to  represent  such  a  public- 
spirited,  courteous  gentleman  in  our  Record.  He 
is  a  native  of  this  county,  having  been  born  in 
Percy,  April  5,  1856,  and  is  the  son  of  Richard  J. 
and  Mary  G.  (Cross)  Short.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  also  a  native  of  this  county,  his  birth 
occurring  on  what  was  known  as  Short's  Prairie, 
where  his  father  located  in  an  early  day.  Mr. 
Short  is  still  living,  making  his  home  on  a  fine 
farm  near  the  village  of  Perc}^  The  maternal 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  Arthur  Cross,  was  also 
numbered  among  the  early  settlers  of  J.ackson 
County,  and  there  owned  a  good  estate,  which 
he  placed  under  fine  cultivation.  His  daughter, 
Mrs.  Short,  was  born  near  Shiloh  Hill,  in  Jackson 
County. 

The  gentleman  whose  name  heads  this  sketch 
was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  of  seven  children, 
and  like  other  farmer  lads  attended  the  district 
school,  where  he  learned  to  read,  write  and 
"cipher."  Later  he  carried  on  his  studies  in  the 
Sparta  schools,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years  be- 
gan teaching  school.  After  being  thus  employed 
for  three  years,  he  turned  his  attention  to  farming, 
and  b}'  his  energy  and  skill  has  attained  satisfac- 
tory results. 

In  his  political  relations  Mr.  Short  always  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  in  1890  he  was 
elected  Treasurer  of  Randolph  County.  Gifted  by 
nature  with  high  endowmenis,  he  has  cultivated 
these  to  the  utmost,  and  his  indefatigable  labor 
has  brought  to  him  the  esteem  of  his  fellow-men. 
March  27,  1889,  he  married  Miss  Ida  E.  Monteith, 
a  native  of  Perry  Count}',  this  state,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  A. and  Mary  A.  Monteith.   They 
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are  the  parents  of  a  son,  John  A.  l\Ir.  Short  is  a 
man  of  probity  and  honor.  He  has  been  success- 
ful from  a  financial  point  of  view,  and  has  won 
for  liiniself  a  liigh  position  in  the  county  which  is 
liis  native  home. 


+= 


=+ 


J'  AMES  II.  CONANT,  a  retired  farmer  mak- 
ing his  home  in  the  city  of  Chester,  has 
been  prominent  in  the  public  affairs  of  that 
place,  and  as  a  Union  soldier  well  deserves 
representation  in  this  volume.  lie  is  widelj'  and 
favorably  known  throughout  the  communit}-,  and 
without  doubt  the  record  of  his  life  will  prove  of 
interest  to  many  of  oui  readers.  He  is  a  native 
of  this  county,  and  his  birth  occurred  January 
13,  1828.  His  father,  Nathan  Conant,  was  born 
in  Massacinisetts  in  1 7110,  and  iiis  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Elizabeth  Hiiidinan,  was  a  native 
of  Randolph  Count}',  111. 

When  a  young  man  of  thirty  jears  the  father 
of  our  subject  emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  life  on  a  farm  near  Chester, 
with  the  exception  of  a  short  time  spent  in  teach- 
ing school  in  Perry  County.  He  was  a  man  of  the 
strictest  integrity  and  uprightness,  and  .in  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1875,  the  communit}' 
lost  one  of  its  most  honored  citizens.  Mrs.  Conant 
is  still  living,  and  resides  in  Salina,  Kan.,  at  the 
advanced  age  of  eighty-four  years. 

In  his  boyhood,  James  II.  Conant  was  the  re- 
cipient of  ordinary  school  advantages,  and  his 
time  was  devoted  principally'  to  working  on  his 
fatiier's  farm.  When  attaining  mature  years  he 
launched  out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  and  in 
connection  with  carrying  on  a  farm  followed  the 
trade  of  a  cooper,  which  he  had  learned.  In  1862, 
the  Civil  War  being  in  progress,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  Eightieth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  atCentralia.  With  liis  regi- 
ment he  was  sent  to  join  the  Army  of  the  Cum- 
berland, and  was  actively  engaged  in  many  battles 
throughout  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Georgia. 
During  an  engagement  at  Vining  SUxtion,  near  At- 
lanta, he  lost  his   right  arm,  which  was  shot  and 


had  to  be  amputated.  To-day  he  carries  an  emptj 
sleeve  as  a  memento  of  his  life  in  the  arm}'. 

Mr.  Conant  received  an  honorable  discharg* 
from  the  army  in  June,  1865,  and  returning  to  hi; 
home  in  this  count}',  continued  his  farming  opera- 
tions for  a  numljer  of  years.  He  began  life  foi 
himself  without  capital,  but  by  perseverance  ano 
industry  overcame  the  ditliculties  in  his  patl 
and  worked  his  way  upward  to  success.  Having 
acquired  a  handsome  competency,  which  enabled 
him  to  retire  from  active  work,  in  1879  he  moved 
into  the  city  of  Chester,  where  he  is  at  present  re- 
siding. 

James  H.  Conant  and  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Maxwell 
daughter  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Patton)  Flem- 
ing, were  united  in  niarri.age  in  November,  1873 
The  father  of  Mrs.  Conant  was  a  native  of  Scot- 
land, and  emigrated  thence  to  the  United  State; 
in  1840.  Further  facts  concerning  his  life  will  be 
found  in  his  biograjjliy,  which  appears  on  anothei 
page.  Our  subject  and  his  wife  are  members  ol 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics  he  alwayi 
votes  with  the  Republican  party. 


ORACE  M.  VAN  METER,  who  was  borr 
ear  Elizabethtown,  Hardin  County,  Ky. 
gust  28,  1828,  is  a  son  of  William  anc 
(^/  Elizabeth  (Goodin)  Van  Meter.  He  is  nov 
residing  in  the  village  of  Rockwood,  and  is  thi 
owner  of  a  fine  farm  which  he  cultivates,  anc 
which  is  located  but  a  short  distance  from  his  resi 
dence. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  probably  a  nativ 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  descendant  of  old  Dutcl 
stock.  His  father  bore  the  name  of  Jacob.  H 
died  July  4,  1876.  The  good  wife  and  mothei 
who  was  a  daughter  of  an  English  emigrant,  wa 
born  January  1,  1800,  in  Hardin  County,  Ky.,  am 
died  April  29,  1886.  Horace  Van  Meter  left  Ken 
tucky  in  1837,  with  his  parents,  who  resided  on 
year  in  Clay  County,  Ind.,  after  which  they  re 
moved  to  Edgar  County,  111.,  settling  near  Grand 
view,  where  they  continued  to  reside  until  thei 
death. 

In  1844,  when  seventeen  years  of  age,  our  sul 
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ject  left  the  parental  roof,  and  walked  to  the  Ohio 
River,  where  he  took  passage  on  tlie  steamer  "Con- 
cord," and  went  to  Louisiana.  Near  Baton  Rouge 
he  engaged  in  coopering,  making  sugar  hogslieads 
and  molasses  barrels.  He  continued  at  that  occu- 
pation in  the  immediate  neighborhood  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1853,  when  he  ascended  the  river  to  Ches- 
ter, this  county,  then  quite  a  village.  Remaining 
there  for  a  year,  he  studied  anatomy  with  Dr. 
William  Vance.  lu  June,  1854,  he  came  to  Rock- 
wood,  and  in  the  fall  of  tlie  same  year  purchased 
land  near  this  village,  in  .Tackson  County,  and  be- 
gan the  operation  of  a  farm,  which  he  continued 
until  the  outbreak  of  the  war. 

When  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion  called  for 
the  energetic  efforts  of  everj'  loyal  American  citi- 
zen, Mr.  Van  Meter  offered  his  services  to  the 
Union,  enlisting  September  10,  1861,  in  Company 
K,  Fifth  Illinois  Cavalry,  at  Sparta,  111.  Tiiis  regi- 
ment was  mustered  in  at  Springfield,  and  was  as- 
signed to  duty  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  travel- 
ing as  far  south  as  Mississippi,  doing  some  service 
also  in  Tennessee,  and  participating  in  the  siege 
of  Vicksburg.  After  more  than  three  3'ears  of 
fighting,  our  subject  was  discharged  at  'N'icksburg, 
October  31,  1864,  having  served  under  Generals 
Steele  and  Sherman. 

On  returning  from  the  war,  Mr.  Van  Meter  sold 
his  farm  in  Jackson  County,  and  purchased  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres  near  Ruckwood,  about 
one-half  of  which  is  fine  bottom  land.  Here  he 
has  since  continued  to  carrj'  on  agricultural  pur- 
suits. February  4,  1851,  he  married  Adelaide, 
daughter  of  William  and  Chloe  (Whitney)  Vance, 
residents  of  Louisana,  who  removed  to  that  state 
from  Iowa,  where  the  mother  was  born.  Of  this 
marriage  five  children  were  born,  three  of  whom 
survive:  Cornelia,  tiie  wife  of  Warren  Hooker,  of 
St.  Louis;  Willie,  the  wife  of  John  A.  Malone,  of 
De  Soto,  Mo.;  and  Charles  C'.,  at  present  in  the 
state  of  Oregon. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  1870,  our  subject  was  a 
second  time  married,  taking  as  his  wife  Mrs.  Caro- 
line Gilbreath,  a  daughter  of  Jere  and  Chloe 
(Whitney)  Hill.  Mrs.  Van  Meter  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  Rock  wood. 
In  politics  our  subject  is  a  Republican.     Socially, 


he  belongs  to  Chester  Lodge  No.  72,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.;  Rock  wood  Lodge  No.  351,  I.  O.  0.  F.;  and 
Rockwood  Post  No.  734,  G.  A.  R.  He  has  served 
as  Trustee  and  President  of  the  Village  Board  of 
Rockwood,  and  as  Trustee  and  Director  of  the 
public  schools.  He  and  his  wife  are  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  b}'  the  citizens  of  Rockwood. 

-^•e^   .jj^-  .A-g.-  -Mfi^^  .A^^^  -^^   J^ft  .A^  ^At<^  -^f^  .Arp  ^aj^  '^^ 

-f^^  .?iy»  **re^^-5w»  ■^'(r.  •'VR»  inff  *^*  '  A«  ^VK^  *»l**  ^VK^  .SW-. 

HARLES  THIEMANN.  Everybody  in  this 
portion  of  the  state  knows  Charles  Thie- 
mann, the  present  Commissioner  of  Ran- 
dolph County',  who  is  residing  on  his  fine  farm, 
located  four  miles  southeast  of  Red  Bud,  where 
his  birtli  occurred  January  3,  1857.  His  parents, 
John  Friednch  C.  and  Caroline  (Nagel)  Thiemann, 
were  natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1842.  Thej'  immediately  located 
in  Randolph  Count^',  where  the  father  was  vari- 
ously employed  for  two  years,  and  then  purchased 
the  farm  which  our  subject  now  owns  and  occu- 
pies. While  residing  in  his  native  land,  he  fol- 
lowed his  trade  of  a  potter,  but  after  coming  to 
America  made  farming  his  life  work.  He  was  born 
February  29,  1816,  and  died  March  5,  1894.  His 
wife,  whose  birth  occurred  October  27,  1817,  died 
January  10,  1879.  Grandfather  John  Thiemann 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Franco-German  War,  and 
spent  his  entire  life  in  his  native  land. 

Our  subject  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  five 
children  and  obtained  a  fair  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  He  was  very  studious  and  eagerly 
took  advantage  of  every  opportunity  to  learn. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  his 
marriage,  since  which  time  his  father  has  made  his 
home  with  him.  The  date  of  his  union  with  Miss 
Sophia  M.  H.  Schrieber  was  May  29,  1879.  Mrs. 
Thiemann  was  born  June  24,  1858,  and  is  the 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Magdalena  (Huth)  Schrie- 
ber, natives  of  Germany.  Her  parents  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  the  mother  departed  tliis 
life  in  Randolph  County  ii.    1884. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thiemann  have  been  born  three 
children,  Albert  F.  W.,  Helen  A.  W.  and  Emma  S. 
The  estate  of  our  subject,  which  comprises  two 
hundred  and   sixty-Hve   acres,  is  so  divided  that 
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one  hundred  and  tliirty  acres  are  located  near  Red 
Bud, and  tlie  remainder  two  miles  south  of  Sparta. 
He  is  well  informed  in  his  calling  of  agriculture, 
and  hy  well  directed  and  incessant  labor  he  has 
thus  accumulated  his  iiandsMne  )ir<)|K'ity,  and  liy 
conducting  his  affuiis  in  a  l)usiness-like  manner 
reai)s  an  excellent  income. 

Mr.  'riiieniann  is  a  loyal  and  law-abiding  citi- 
zen, interested  in  the  welfare  of  his  county,  and  in 
1892  was  elected  by  the  Democratic  party  to  the 
oflice  of  County  Commissioner.  He  cast  his  first 
Presidential  vote  for  Hancock,  and  since  that  time 
the  Democrats  have  found  in  him  a  true  sup- 
porter. In  religion  he  is  a  strong  Lutheran,  and 
with  his  wife  has  been  a  faithful  member  of  the 
church  ever  since  he  identified  himself  with  it. 

£*<> 


^^^ALPH  H.  Sp:i,LEW,  of  Paradise  Precinct, 
Ui^  Perry  County,  was  born  on  the  27th  of 
li\\\  July,  1857,  in  Jackson,  Mo.,  and  is  a  son 
*^p)of  Henry  and  Jemima  (Cherry)  Sellew.  The 
former  was  born  in  Connecticut,  March  4,  1817, 
and  the  latter  in  Raleigh,  N.  C,  on  the  21st  of 
June,  1830.  Their  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
Cape  Girardeau  County,  Mo.,  August  It!,  1853, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  two  children.  Ralph 
H.  and  Charles  W.  The  latter  is  a  graduate  of  the 
Illinois  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  is  now  in  the 
drug  business  in  Kirk  wood.  Mo. 

The  paternal  grandfather.  Col.  James  Sellew, 
was  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and  won  his  title  in 
the^tate  militia.  His  father  bore  the  name  of  Philip, 
Jr..  the  latter  being  a  son  of  John,  whose  father, 
Philip  Sellew,  Sr..  was  the  founder  of  the  family 
in  America.  He  was  b.orn  in  Bordeaux,  France, 
and  was  educated  for  the  clergy  of  the  Protestant 
Church.  In  consequence  of  the  revocation  of  the 
Edict  of  Nantes,  he  left  his  native  land  for  Amer- 
ica, and  settled  in  .Massachusetts.  Here  he  en- 
gaged in  teaching  school  for  fifty  years.  His  death 
occurred  May  15.  1773,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighl3--five. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  served  in 
the  Indian  wars  in  Canada.  Removing  to  Con- 
necticut, be  became  very  prominent  in   public  af- 


fairs and  was  elected  to  the  Legislature.  He  also 
served  in  many  local  otlices.  being  one  of  the  lead- 
ing and  influential  citizens  of  the  community.  He 
married  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Jeduthan  Smith, 
who  was  the  King's  High  Sheriff  of  the  Colony  of 
Hartford,  and  filled  that  ollice  until  exempted  by 
age.  John  Sellew  married  Hannah,  daughter  of 
James  Hamilton,  and  granddaughter  of  Thomas 
Hamilton,  who  was  the  fourth  son  of  Sir  George 
Hamilton,  co-heir  of  Hon.  (ieorge  Hamilton,  sixth 
Earl  Abercorn  in  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  and 
Duke  of  Chatolherault  in  France,  who  was  the 
great-grandson  of  King  James  II.  by  the  Princess 
Mary. 

James  Sellew,  grandfather  of  our  subject,  was 
the  seventh  child  of  Philip.  He  married  Mabel 
Bentson,  of  Albany,  N.  Y.,  who  was  related  to  the 
Webster  family.  Their  seventh  child  was  Henry 
Sellew,  father  of  our  subject.  He  acquired  a  com- 
mon-school education,  and  learned  the  art  of  mar- 
ble engraving.  From  his  native  state  he  emigrated 
to  New  Orleans,  where  he  engaged  in  the  hard- 
ware business  for  about  three  years.  On  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period,  he  removed  to  Jackson, 
Mo.,  where  he  engaged  in  general  merchandising 
until  just  previous  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  late 
war,  when  he  disposed  of  his  possessions  there  and 
came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  St.  John,  Perry  Coun- 
ty. He  purchased  the  farm  known  as  the  Judge 
Jones'  place,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres  of  good  land,  and  there  lived  a  retired  life 
until  called  to  the  home  beyond,  November  1, 
1865.  He  was  a  Union  man,  and  his  sympathies 
were  with  the  Republican  party.  His  widow  still 
survives  him,  and  is  yet  living  on  the  old  home- 
stead with  her  son  Ralph.  Her  father  was  a  farmer 
of  Missouri,  and  was  elected  Captain  of  a  company 
of  volunteers  to  serve  in  the  Mexican  War,  but 
the  troops  were  never  called  to  the  front.  He  was 
a  native  of  Nortli  Carolina,  and  died  Julj-  1,  1854. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Polly 
Black,  came  of  an  old  Virginian  family. 

Mrs.  Sellew  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
and  her  husband  held  membership  with  the  Con- 
gregational Church.  She  is  a  most  estimable  lady, 
and  one  widely  and  favorably  known  in  this  com- 
munit3-.     Their  second  son,  Charles,  was  graduated 


752 


PORTRAIT  AND   BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


from  the  Illinois  College  of  Pharmacy  in  the  Class 
of  '92,  and  later  accepted  a  position  with  a  drug- 
gist in  Kirkwood,  Mo.  He  is  a  great  lover  of  fine 
horses,  owning  a  numlier  of  the  same,  and  deals  to 
some  extent  in  blooded  stock. 

Ralph  Sellew,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  was 
reared  under  the  parental  roof,  and  was  very 
young  when  his  parents  came  to  Perry  County, 
where  the  greater  part  of  his  life  has  been  passed. 
His  primary  education  was  acquired  in  the  district 
schools,  and  was  supplemented  by  study  in  the 
high  school  of  Du  Quoin.  Later  he  engaged  in 
teaching  for  five  years,  but  he  now  devotes  his 
time  and  attention  to  agricultural  interests,  being 
engaged  in  the  operation  of  the  old  homestead. 
Upon  the  farm  may  be  noticed  a  good  dwelling, 
barns  and  outbuildings,  which  are  models  of  con- 
venience, and  all  modern  accessories  and  improve- 
ments. This  place  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  appear- 
ance and  indicates  the  careful  supervision  of  the 
owner,  who  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  agri- 
culturists of  the  community.  He  has  also  made 
some  investments  in  city  real  estate. 

In  politics  Mr.  Sellew  is  a  supporter  of  Republi- 
can principles.  lie  is  a  man  of  culture,  fond  of 
literary  pursuits  and  the  society  of  refined  and 
educated  people.  A  gentleman  of  pleasing  man- 
ner, he  is  generous  and  charitable  in  disposition,  is 
popular  with  all  who  know  him  and  has  the  high 
regard  of  those  with  wiiom  business  or  social  rela- 
tions have  brought  him  in  contact.  He  is  inter- 
ested in  everything  pertaining  to  the  welfare  of 
the  community,  and  in  the  history  of  his  adopted 
county  well  deserves  representation. 


E^M-****-?-*; 


.^^  TEPHEN  S.  KIRK.  This  gentleman,  who 
^^^^  owns  four  hundred  acres  of  land  located 
^jjl/Jj)  three  and  a-half  miles  from  Rockwood,  is 
a  native  of  Tennessee,  having  been  born 
near  Gaiuesboro,  Jackson  (Jounty,  March  7,  1842. 
He  is  the  son  of  George  M.  and  Rachael  (Brown) 
Kirk,  the  latter  a  native  of  Tennessee.  The  father 
of  our  subject  was  born  in  Virginia  in  1810,  and 
when  a  small  boy  removed  with  his  parents  to 
Tennessee. 

Stephen  S.  Kirk  spent  his  childhood  in  his   na- 


tive county  attending  the  subscription  schools, 
which  were  conducted  but  three  months  in  the 
year.  On  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  he  was  in 
his  nineteenth  year,  but  being  desirous  of  defend- 
ing the  Stars  and  Bars,  he  in  September,  1861, 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  Twenty-fifth  Tennessee 
Infantry,  C.  S.,  serving  faithfully  and  well  until 
November,  1863.  During  that  period  he  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Mill  Springs,  Ky.,Murfrees- 
boro,  Beech  Grove,  Fairfield,  Miss.,  Stephenson, 
Ala.,  and  Perryville,  Ky.  Although  engaging  in 
so  man}'  conflicts,  he  was  never  taken  prisoner  nor 
wounded,  with  the  exception  of  a  slight  bruise  re- 
ceived while  at  Beech  Grove. 

The  first  year  after  the  war  Mr.  Kirk  remained 
in  the  south  and  put  in  a  crop  of  corn  for  a 
planter.  During  the  following  year  he  engaged 
with  his  brothei-,  John  H.,  in  making  shoes  near  a 
tanyard,  among  the  hills  of  Tennessee.  On  coming 
to  Illinois,  he  sojourned  for  one  year  and  a-half 
at  Du  Quoin,  working  first  on  the  railroads,  and 
later  in  the  blacksmith  department  of  the  railroad 
shops.  In  the  spring  in  1866,  he  came  to  Ran- 
dolph County,  and  in  corapan}'  with  his  father, 
who  had  preceded  him  hither,  began  cultivating 
the  land  on  the  river  bottom  above  Rockwood.  In 
the  fall  of  that  year  he  returned  to  Tennessee, 
where  he  remained  for  a  twelvemonth  working 
for  an  uncle,  and  then  came  to  this  county,  where 
he  has  since  been  engaged  in  farming.  During 
the  past  ten  years,  however,  he  built  a  landing 
near  his  home,  which  bears  his  name,  and  the  busi- 
ness of  which  occupies  a  portion  of  his  time  and 
attention. 

August  15,  1872,  Stephen  S.  Kirk  and  Miss 
Adeliza,  daughter  of  Samuel  Mansker,  were  united 
in  marriage.  Mrs.  Kirk  was  born  January  20, 
1857,  at  the  old  Mansker  residence  near  her  pres- 
ent home,  where  her  mother  still  resides.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  ten  chil- 
dren, of  whom  those  living  are:  Stephen  E.,  Ma- 
bel B.,  Herman  N.,  Gracie  A.,  William  N.  and  Hy 
C.  Those  deceased  are  Nannie  A.,  Elveretta,  Ora 
L.,  and  one  who  died  in  infancy. 

Mr.  Kirk  is  at  present  tlie  possessor  of  several 
fine  farms  on  the  main  land  and  Crane's  Island, 
which  aggregate  more  than  four   hundred   acres. 
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His  home  farm,  which  consists  of  thirty-two  acres 
of  finel}-  improver!  land,  bears  a  comfortable  resi- 
dence which  overlooks  the  river  and  is  but  a  sliort 
distance  from  Kirk's  Landing.  In  relit;ious  affairs 
Mrs.  Kirk  is  a  member  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist 
Church.  In  his  political  relations,  our  subject  is  a 
Democrat,  and  is  prominent  in  both  national  and 
state  politics.  He  has  been  Director  of  the  Clifton 
•School  for  many  .years,  and  occupies  a  high  place 
in  liie  regard  of  the  community  in  which  he  re- 
sides. 


:^ 


1(»s  KNRY  F.  FAHERTY.  Conspicuous  among 
tlie  inlluential  citizens  of  Chester,  whom  it 
is  a  privilege  to  know,  is  the  gentleman 
^  whose  name'  introduces  this  biographical 
notice,  and  who  for  a  number  of  ^-ears  has  been 
serving  as  Chief  Deputy  County  Clerk  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Democratic  Central  Committee.  He  is 
well  known  by  the  citizens  of  Chester,  and  is  also 
prominent  throughout  Randolph,  his  native  coun- 
ty. He  was  born  near  Red  lUid,  111.,  October  6, 
1856. 

As  the  name  would  indicate,  the  Faherty  family 
is  of  Irish  descent.  Grandfather  Edmund  Faherty 
was  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  and  thence  emi- 
grated to  America  in  1818,  settling  in  Randolph 
Count}',  III.,  during  the  following  year,  and  be- 
coming one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  section  of  the 
state.  His  son,  .lames,  was  born  near  Red  Bud, 
and  grew  to  manhood  amid  the  primitive  scenes 
of  this  section,  acquiring  such  information  as  was 
obtainable  in  the  early  schools.  A  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, he  pursued  his  chosen  calling  near  Kas- 
kaskia,  on  the  K.askaskia  River  bottom  lands,  from 
1857  until  1869,  when  he  returned  to  the  old 
homestead. 

In  1886,  James  Faherty  removed  from  Ran- 
doli)h  County,  this  time  locating  St.  Louis,  where 
he  now  resides.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Maria  Hammond,  was  born  in  Ohio,  and  was  of 
English  parentage  and  descent.  They  were  the 
parents  of  eight  children,  the  third  of  whom  is 
Henr^'  F.,  of  this  sketch.  He  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  his  education  in  the  district  schools   near 


Kaskaskia,  and  later  attended  St.  Patrick's  College 
at  Ruma,  111.,  and  also  prosecuted  his  studies  in 
Cape  Girardeau,  Mo.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  commenced  in  business  for  himself,  opening  a 
livery  and  sale  stable  at  Red  I?iid,  where  he  re- 
mained for  four  years. 

We  next  find  Mr.  Faherty  interested  in  the 
mercantile  business  for  nine  years  at  Red  Bud  and 
Ruma,  an  enterprise  in  which  he  met  with  fair  suc- 
cess. In  January,  1889,  he  came  to  Chester  and 
entered  the  office  of  the  Circuit  Clerk  as  Deputy, 
serving  in  that  capacity  for  a  year  or  more.  In 
December,  1890,  he  became  Deputy  County'  Clerk, 
a  position  which  he  is  still  creditably  filling.  He 
is  among  the  most  popular  officials  of  the  county, 
and  though  now  but  in  the  prime  of  life,  has  al- 
ready gained  a  success  which  an  older  man  might 
well  desire  to  have. 

September  2.3,  1879,  occurred  the  marriage  of 
Mr.  Faherty  to  Miss  Julia,  daughter  of  Zachariah 
and  Ann  (Wall)  Moore,  natives  of  Illinois,  where 
the  father  resided  until  his  death.  The  mother 
now  makes  her  home  in  Prairie  du  Roclier.  Mrs. 
Faherty  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  and  is  the 
mother  of  five  children:  Henry,  Maggie,  Thomas, 
Moore  and  Genevieve,  all  of  whom  reside  with  their 
parents.  In  religious  belief  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Faherty 
are  identified  with  the  Catholic  Church,  and  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Catholic  Knights  of  America,  be- 
ing prominent  in  the  order.  He  has  been  a  life- 
long Democrat,  and  is  quite  active  in  politics,  hav- 
ing, as  al)ovestated,  filled  the  position  of  Secretary 
of  the  Democratic  Central  Committee  for  a  num- 
ber of  years. 

■ ^^BJ^P • 


nTTO  KUEIIN,  M.  D.,  a  prominent  and  suc- 
cessful physician  of  Burksville,  has  here  en- 
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gaged  in  practice  since  18G5,  and  has  won 
an  enviable  reputation,  which  has  placed  him  in  a 
leading  position  among  his  professional  brethren 
of  Monroe  County.  A  native  of  (Germany,  he 
was  born  on  the  26th  of  July,  1842,  and  is  one  of 
seven  children  whose  parents  were  Frederick  and 
Barbara  (Kuehn)  Kuohn.  The}'  were  also  natives 
of  Germany.  Of  their  family,  four  are  now  living, 
namely:  Ottilie,  Otto,  Lillie  and  Frida.     The  Doc- 
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tor's  father  acquired  a  most  excellent  education  in 
his  native  land  and  was  a  graduate  of  a  medical 
college  in  Germany.  He  served  as  Surgeon  in  the 
German  army  throughout  the  greater  part  of  his 
life  and  was  a  prominent  and  well  known  man. 
His  death  occurred  at  the  advanced  age  of  sev- 
enty-nine years.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Churcii,  to  whicli  his  wife  also 
belongs.  She  is  still  living  in  Germany,  at  the 
age  of  eighty-one.  She  is  a  most  highly  educated 
lad3\  cultured  .and  refined,  and  her  mental  faculties 
are  yet  unimpaired. 

Dr.  Kuehn  spent  tlie  days  of  his  youth  in  his 
parents'  home  and  was  provided  with  excellent  ed- 
ucational advant.iges,  which  he  improved,  thus 
becoming  a  well  informed  men.  Determining  to 
take  up  the  pursuit  to  which  his  father  devoted 
his  energies,  he  began  studying  medicine,  and 
after  a  time  was  graduated  from  the  Munich  Med- 
ical College,  of  Germany.  Wishing  to  seek  a  home 
and  fortune  in  the  New  World,  he  l)ade  adieu  to 
home  and  friends  in  1864  and  sailed  for  the 
United  States.  He  was  then  twenty-two  years  of 
age.  He  at  once  made  his  way  to  Wisconsin.  The 
Civil  War  was  in  progress,  and  he  was  commis- 
sioned Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  Thirty-fifth  Wis- 
consin Infantry.  He  served  for  two  months  with 
that  regiment  and  then  made  a  contract  with  the 
Government,  becoming  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon 
of  the  United  States  army.  He  was  thus  employed 
until  November,  1865,  when,  as  before  stated,  he 
came  to  Burksville,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home. 

Dr.  Kuehn  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Antonia  Hesse,  a  native  of  Illinois,  who  was  born, 
reared  and  educated  in  St.  Clair  County.  By  a 
former  marriage  the  Doctor  had  six  children,  five 
of  whom  are  yet  living:  Louisa,  Ottilie,  Wilhel- 
niina,  Emily  and  .Johanna.  The  Doctor  and  his 
wife  are  both  members  of  the  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran Church,  and  he  is  a  |)rominent  member  of 
the  Masonic  lodge  of  Waterloo.  He  takes  a  very 
active  interest  in  political  affairs,  and  is  a  stalwart 
advocate  of  the  Republican  party  and  its  princi- 
ples. He  has  held  the  office  of  County  Coroner, 
was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  ten  years  and  has 
served  as  School  Director.     In  these  various  posi- 


tions he  has  discharged  his  duties  with  a  prompt- 
ness and  fidelity  that  have  won  him  the  high  com- 
mendation of  all  concerned.  In  his  business  life 
he  has  met  with  signal  success,  and  has  built  up  a 
very  large  practice  as  the  result  of  his  skill  and 
ability.  He  is  a  pleasant,  genial  man  and  through- 
out the  community  has  won    m.any   warm  friends. 


i,-5"{"!-*L 


FERDINAND 
;  Percy,  is  one 
zens  of  Ranc 


'T^T'ERDINAND  BUETTNER,  who  resides  in 
one  of  the  worthy  German  citi- 
dolph  County.  He  is  now  en- 
gaged in  general  merchandising  and  is  doing  a 
good  business  in  that  line,  for  he  carries  a  com- 
plete and  well  assorted  stock  and  his  patrons  ever 
receive  courteous  treatment  and  fair  dealing  at  his 
hands.  He  has  thereb3'  won  a  liberal  patronage, 
which  is  well  deserved,  and  he  is  regarded  as  one 
of  the  leading  merchants  of  this  place. 

Mr.  Buettner  was  born  in  Germany,  April  11, 
1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Justus  and  Margaret  (Von- 
Keutz)  Buettner.  Their  family  numbered  seven 
children,  of  whom  he  was  the  sixth  in  order  of 
birth.  The  [)arents  both  spent  their  entire  lives  in 
their  native  land,  where  the  father  died  at  the  age  of 
fifty-nine,  while  the  mother  passed  awa3-  in  March, 
1892,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Under  the  pa- 
rental roof  our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood. 
He  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town 
until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  began  earn- 
ing his  own  livelihood  b3'  clerking  in  a  store.  He 
was  thus  empk\yed  for  four  years,  when,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-one,  he  determined  to  seek  a  home 
and  fortune  in  America. 

Bidding  adieu  to  friends  and  Fatherland,  Mr. 
Buettner  sailed  for  the  New  World  in  1879,  and 
located  in  Bed  ]>ud.  III.,  where  in  connection  with 
his  brother,  Henry,  he  engaged  in  business.  Henry 
Buettner  is  still  a  prosperous  business  man  of  that 
place.  Ferdinand  continued  in  business  with  him 
for  about  four  years,  when  in  1883  he  embarked 
in  the  lumber  business,  which  he  continued  until 
1886.  In  that  year  he  went  to  St.  Louis  and 
worked  for  one  3'ear.  In  1887,  he  came  to  Percy 
and  opened  a  general  merchandise  store,  which  he 
has  since  conducted.     He  is   now  extensively^  en- 


portra.it  and  biographical  record. 


755 


gaged  in  general  merchandising  and  has  recently 
couipletcd  the  fine  business  block  whieii  he  now  oc- 
cupies, lie  also  erected  a  handsome  residence, 
which  not  only  gives  to  him  his  fine  home,  but  is 
also  a  credit  to  the  beautiful  village  of  Percy- 

On  the  14th  of  April,  1884,  Mr.  Buettner  was 
united  in  marriaj^e  with  Miss  Maggie  Biffar,  a 
daughter  of  George  and  Helen  (Krnst)  Biffar,  both 
whom  were  natives  of  Bavaria.  Their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  four  children,  but  one 
of  the  number  is  now  deceased.  Those  still  living 
are  Olga,  Arthur  and  Louis. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buettner  are  Lutherans  in  religi- 
ous belief  and  are  liberal  contributors  to  the  sup- 
port of  the  church,  with  which  they  hold  member- 
ship. In  political  views,  our  subject  is  a  Republi- 
can, and  is  a  progressive  and  thoroughgoing  citi- 
zen, who  is  alive  to  the  best  interests  of  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  makes  his  home,  and  who  is 
ever  ready  to  aid  in  the  advancement  in  all  that 
tends  to  promote  the  general  welfare. 


]i^^  UGH  OVERSTHEET,  who  is  now  publish- 
'»'  ing  the  Ava  Advertiser,  has,  through  the 
greater  part  of  his  life,  been  engaged  in 
newspaper  work,  and  is  an  able  journalist. 
He  was  born  October  26,  18G7,  and  is  a  son  of  J. 
C.  and  Cornelia  (Whetstone)  Overstreet,  both  of 
whom  are  natives  of  South  Carolina.  The  father 
has  followed  merchandising,  milling  and  farming 
during  various  periods  in  his  life,  lie  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Confederate  army  during  the  late 
war  and  is  now  residing  in  Sylvania,  Ga.  lie  has 
taken  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  and  for 
several  years  was  County'  Ordinary-.  Five  of  his 
brothers  were  killed  in  the  Confederate  service. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Overstreet  were  born  eight 
children,  all  of  whom  are  yet  living.  The}'  gave 
their  children  excellent  educational  advantages, 
and  three  sons  are  college  graduates.  One  of  them, 
J.  W.,  carried  off  the  first  honors  of  his  class  at 
Mercer  I'uiversit}'. 

In  his  native  state  of  Georgia,  Hugh  Overstreet 
was  educated,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in 
Sylvania.     At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  left  home. 


and  for  a  few  months  worked  in  a  grocery  store 
in  Savannah,  Ga.  He  then  went  to  Millen,  Ga., 
where  he  was  employed  in  a  newspaper  otlice  for 
a  short  time,  but  he  principally  learned  his  trade 
in  the  otlice  of  the  .Savannah  Morniiif/  Nfn-s.  Bor- 
rowing ^50,  he  then  left  for  the  west.  On  reach- 
ing Ava  he  was  obliged  to  send  home  for  more 
mone^',  and  when  it  reached  him,  continued  his 
journey  to  Tipton,  Mo.,  where  he  worked  on  the 
Times  for  seven  months.  His  father  then  bought 
him  a  paper  at  Tennille,  Ga.,  which  he  published 
for  nine  months,  when  he  sold  out.  He  was  then 
only  seventeen  years  of  age.  A  few  days  later  he 
came  to  Ava,  and  later  went  to  Ogden,  Utah, 
where  he  was  employed  on  the  Utah  Daily  Union 
for  thirteen  months.  He  next  went  to  Evanston, 
Wyo.,  and  took  charge  of  the  Uinta  Chieftain, 
which  was  owned  bj-  a  stock  company  wliich  had 
the  best-equipped  otfice  in  Wyoming. 

For  a  year  Mr.  Overstreet  there  remained,  and 
then,  by  the  advice  of  George  Carpenter,  of  the 
Carpenter  Paper  Company,  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  he 
went  to  Pocatello,  Idaho,  and  organized  a  stock 
company  for  the  publication  of  the  Pocatello 
Tribune,  a  weekly  Republican  i)ai)er.  In  this  ven- 
ture he  lost  all  he  had.  .lames  H.  Ilawley,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Democratic  State  Central  Com- 
mittee of  Idaho,  then  asked  him  to  carry  on  a 
daily  Democratic  paper  through  a  political  stale 
canvass,  and  for  the  admission  of  the  territory 
into  the  Union.  Mr.  Overstreet  did  so,  publishing 
the  first  Democratic  daily  i)a|)er  of  Idaho.  He 
then  went  to  Salmon  City,  Idaho,  where  he 
worked  on  a  paper  seven  months,  after  wiiich  he 
went  ninety-five  miles  up  the  Salmon  River  to 
Cia^'ton,  and  with  the  capital  be  had  saved  pur- 
chased a  paper,  but  the  boom  in  that  town  col- 
lapsed and  he  was  left  without  a  cent.  (lOing  to 
Boise  City,  he  then  traveled  for  the  Irriyation  Age 
for  a  few  months,  and  later  took  charge  of  the 
Anaconda  St^indard,  a  daily  paper  of  Anaconda, 
Mont.,  where  he  continued  for  three  months. 
Subsequently  he  removed  to  Missoula,  Mont., 
where  he  met  his  i)resent  wife,  who  had  journeyed 
from  Ava  to  meet  him. 

In  .September,  1892,  was  celebrated  the  mar- 
riage of  Mr.  Overstreet  and  Miss  Etta  Henson,who 
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was  born  in  Ava  December  26,  1866,  and  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Julia  (Bower)  Henson. 
One  cliild  graces  their  union,  Georgia  Ruth.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  Overstreet  went  to  Butte,  and 
for  a  few  months  worked  on  the  Butte  Miner.  On 
the  1st  of  February  1893,  he  took  charge  of  the 
Ava  Advertiser,  in  the  i)ublication  of  which  he  is 
now  successfully  engaged.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Democrat,  and  his  wife  is  a  member  of  the  Presbj'- 
terian  Church,  lioth  are  highly  respected  citizens 
of  this  community  and  hold  an  enviable  position 
in  social  circles. 


^^EORGP:  K.  KEINER,  a  well  known  farmer, 
ill  f-—i  living  on  section  3,  Paradise  Prairie,  Perry 
^^J)  County,  was  born  January  11,  1842,  in 
Prussia.  His  parents  were  AVilliara  C.  and  Sophie 
(Kern)  Keiner.  The  father  was  a  native  of  the 
same  locality,  and  in  his  Prussian  home  carried  on 
general  farming.  He  also  served  in  the  Prussian 
army  for  three  years  and  was  a  highly  respected 
citizen.  He  held  the  office  of  Burgomaster,  or 
Mayor,  of  his  native  place  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  mother  was  also  born  in  the  same  locality  as 
her  husband,  and  their  marriage  was  celebrated  in 
1838.  They  became  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
all  of  whom  are  yet  living,  namelj':  William  C, 
who  resides  with  our  subject;  George  K.,  who  is 
the  next  j-ounger;  Frederick  W.,  who  still  makes 
his  home  in  Prussia;  Minnie,  who  married  Henry 
Pepper,  of  Ohio,  and  then  returned  to  Prussia; 
Henry,  who  served  in  the  Franco-Prussian  War 
and  now  makes  his  home  in  Du  Quoin  Precinct,  of 
Perry  Covint}^;  Ernest,  a  school  teacher  of  Dord- 
mund,  Prussia;  and  Nettie  and  Peter,  who  com- 
plete the  family. 

In  his  native  land  our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood,  his  early  boyhood  days  being  spent 
upon  his  father's  farm.  In  the  winter  months  he 
attended  the  common  schools,  and  thiough  the 
summer  season  aided  in  the  labors  of  the  field. 
His  time  was  thus  passed  until  fourteen  j'ears  of 
age,  when  he  left  home  and  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  He 
began  learning  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  fol- 


lowed until  twenty-five  years  of  age.  At  that  time 
he  bade  adieu  to  the  Fatherland  and  crossed  the 
Atlantic  to  America.  He  first  located  in  Belle- 
ville, 111.,  where  he  remained  f(  r  five  years,  and 
since  1872  he  has  resided  upon  his  present  farm. 
His  first  purchase  was  eighty  acres,  to  which  he  has 
added  from  time  to  time  until  be  now  owns  over 
two  hundred  acres.  He  carries  on  general  farm- 
ing and  his  ])lace  is  neat  and  thrifty  in  aijpearunce. 
On  the  3d  of  June,  1869,  Mr.  Keiner  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Maiy  Wegerich,  a  native  of 
the  province  of  Saxony,  Germany.  Tiieir  union 
is  blessed  with  five  children:  Charlie  and  Henry, 
who  aiil  their  father  in  the  operation  of  the  home 
farm;  Minnie,  who  aids  the  mother;  George  and 
Lewis.  The  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken. 
Mr.  Keiner  is  a  man  of  thrifty  habits,  and  his 
home  and  surroundings  show  the  effects  of  his 
efforts  to  make  his  homestead  comfortable  and  at- 
tractive. In  politics  he  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  but  never  seeks  {lolitical  prefeinient  for 
himself.  He  and  his  family  are  members  of  the 
German  IjUtheraii  Cliurch  and  are  iiiglily  respected 
people,  who  hold  an  enviable  position  in  social 
circles. 


(*\  felLLIAM  SPENCE,  who  is  now  living  a 
\&Jil  •'6t''"6f'  I'f*^  ''1  Murphysboro,  is  one  of  the 
^^^  earliest  settlers  of  Jackson  County, dating 
his  residence  here  from  1841.  He  has  aided  in 
the  development  and  uiibuilding  of  this  commu- 
nity, has  watched  its  growth  and  progress  and  has 
ever  borne  his  part  in  the  work  of  public  advance- 
ment. 

Mr.  Spence  was  born  in  County  Fermanagh, 
Ireland,  in  1819.  His  father  and  grandfather 
both  bore  the  name  of  James  and  were  farmers  of 
the  Emerald  Isle.  In  182;3  the  former  emigrated 
to  America  with  his  familj'.  locating  in  Guernsey 
County. Ohio,  where  he  bought  land  and  improved 
a  farm  of  two  hundred  acres.  He  was  also  a  stock 
dealer  and  drover.  In  polities  he  advocated 
Democratic  principles.  His  wife,  Mary  Spence, 
was  a  native  of  the  Emerald  Isle  and  a  daughter 
of  James  and  Mar^-  Cunningham.     Her  father  w.as 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


757 


a  weaver  by  trade  and  in  an  early  day  emigrated 
with  his  family  to  America.  Locating  in  Ohio,  he 
engaged  in  gardening  for  .a  time,  but  liis  last  days 
were  spent  in  retirement.  Mr.  Spence  passed 
away  at  the  .age  of  seventy-five,  and  his  wife  was 
|)reviously  called  to  her  final  rest.  They  were 
members  of  the  Episcopal  Cluirch. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  survivor  in  a  family 
of  fourteen  children.  He  was  a  lad  of  six  sum- 
mers when  with  his  parents  he  left  Belfast  on 
the  sailing-vessel  "Eliza,"  and  after  a  voyage  of 
three  months  landed  in  Baltimore.  He  was  reared 
in  Ohio,  and  educated  in  an  old  log  schoolhouse 
with  a  fireplace  and  a  mud  and  stick  chimney  at 
one  end.  Hemaining  at  home  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  he  went  down  the  Ohio  and 
up  the  Mississippi  Rivers  and  at  length  located  in 
Jackson  County,  111.  With  his  capital  of  *200  he 
bought  one  hundred  and  twenty-  acres  of  laud  in 
Ridge  Township,  built  a  rude  log  shanty  and  be- 
gan developing  a  home.  Wolves  made  the  night 
hideous  with  their  howling  and  seemed  to  make 
the  situation  more  lonely.  There  were  many  hard- 
ships and  trials  to  be  borne,  but  he  at  once  began 
clearing  his  land  with  ox-teams  and  jiriraitive  im- 
plements, and  two  years  later  he  built  a  large  log 
house,  which  still  stands  .is  a  monument  to  those 
pioneer  days.  lie  extended  the  boundaries  of  his 
farm  until  it  comprised  four  hundred  acres  of 
highly  improved  land,  and  his  possessions  in  all 
aggregated  eleven  hundred  .acres.  He  raised  grain 
and  stock  extensively,  making  a  specialty'  of  hogs 
and  horses,  and  took  a  number  of  premiums  at 
county  fairs.  He  has  aided  his  children  in  start- 
ing out  in  life,  giving  to  each  ^7,000  or  its  equiv- 
alent, and  after  disposing  of  his  entire  property 
located  in  Murphysboro. 

Mr.  Spence  was  married  in  Union  County,  111., 
in  1H18  to  Miss  Lydia  Butcher,  a  native  of  that 
county.  Her  death  occurred  on  the  old  home  farm. 
In  the  family  were  fourteen  children,  of  whom  the 
following  grew  to  mature  years:  Mrs.  Alesy  Mil- 
ler, now  of  Hamilton  County,  111.;  Samuel,  a 
farmer  and  dealer  in  agricultural  implements  in 
Carbondale;  Mrs.  Mary  Etherton,  of  Ridge  Town- 
ship; William,  a  farmer  and  gardener,  of  Texas; 
Lydia,  wife  uf  A.  J.  Etherton,  a  farmer  of  Mur- 


physboro; and  AloDzo,  an  extensive  farmer  of 
Williamson  County,  111. 

Mr.  Spence  was  again  married,  in  WicklifTe,  Ky., 
November  20.  1887,  his  second  union  being  with 
Mrs.  Nancy  T.  Sewright.  She  was  born  near 
Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  is  a  daughter  of  .lames 
Connell,  a  native  of  the  same  state.  He  was  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  in  1863,  during  the 
war,  came  to  Illinois,  locating  in  .lohnson  County. 
He  afterward  went  to  Marion,  where  his  death  oc- 
curred. His  widow  is  still  living  in  Mound  City, 
III.  The  family  owns  a  farm  near  Nashville, 
Tenn.  Mrs.  Spence  is  the  eldest  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, and  was  born  in  1814.  She  was  married  in 
Johnson  Count}' May  4,  1865,  to  Joseph  Sewright, 
of  Paris,  Tenn.,  who  made  his  home  principally  in 
Illinois.  He  died  in  Carbondale,  leaving  one 
child,  Edward  L.,  who  is  still  living  with  his 
mother.  After  the  death  of  her  first  husband, 
Mrs.  Spence  made  lier  home  in  Cairo  until  her 
second  marri.age.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church. 

In  politics  Mr.  Spence  is  a  Democrat.  He  helped 
to  build  the  first  schoolhouse  in  the  neighborhood 
and  for  years  served  as  a  school  officer.  His  life 
has  been  a  successful  one,  and  through  well  di- 
rected efforts  he  has  gained  the  means  which  now 
enable  him  to  live  retired.  In  manner  he  is  genial 
and  pleasant,  is  fond  of  a  good  joke,  is  an  enter- 
taining companion,  and  few  have  more  friends  in 
the  community  than  William  Spence. 


>-=^^^m^^^'m^ 
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^  li,ILLIAM  R.  BURCH  h.as  made  farming  his 
\/yJ/l  life  pursuit,  and  in  the  prosecution  of  his 
^^/^  calling  has  achieved  a  success  that  has 
placed  him  among  the  leading  farmers  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  where  he  owns  a  valuable  and  well 
managed  farm.  He  is  the  son  of  Joshua  G.  Burch, 
whose  sketch  will  be  found  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
and  was  born  in  New  Haven,  Nelson  County,  Kj'., 
April  10,  1840.  He  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth 
of  seven  sons  born  to  his  parents,  and  w.as  an  in- 
fant when  the  latter  emigrated  from  the  Blue 
Grass  State  to  Red  Bud,  III.  In  1847  the  elder 
Mr.   and    Mrs.    Burch    came    to  K.oskaskia,  where 
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William  began  attending  school.  His  studies,  how- 
ever, had  been  previously  carried  on  at  home, 
where  he  was  taught  to  read  and  write  b^'  his 
mother.  His  first  teacher,  John  Cleveland,  con- 
ducted the  school  but  two  weeks,  when  he  died 
from  cholera,  wliich  was  raging  in  the  vicinit_y. 
Shortlj'  afterward  Albert  Phillip  opened  a  sub- 
scription school,  which  he  carried  on  for  three  or 
four  years.  George  S.  Ellis,  the  founder  of  Ellis 
Grove,  was  the  next  teacher,  and  was  followed  by 
John  Lindsey,  known  as  "one-armed"  Lindsey,  in 
order  to  distinguish  him  from  another  teacher  of 
the  same  name,  who  is  now  Judge  Lindsey,  of 
Chester. 

In  the  fall  of  18.57  our  subject  entered  St.  IMary's 
College  in  Marion  County,  Ky.,  where  he  prose- 
cuted his  studies  for  ten  months.  In  1861  he  be- 
came a  student  in  the  Christian  Brothers'  College 
of  St.  Louis,  and  after  completing  a  ten  months' 
term  in  that  institution,  abandoned  his  studies 
and  began  rafting  on  the  upi)er  Mississippi  River. 
In  the  fall  of  18C1  he  entered  the  Jones  Business 
College  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  attended  for  a  time 
before  starting  for  the  west. 

In  1865  William  R.  Buich  started  overland  for 
the  mountains,  going  as  far  as  Atchison,  but  there 
his  plans  were  changed.  On  reaching  home,  in 
compauj'  with  three  of  his  brothers,  in  the  spring 
of  1866,  he  rented  part  of  his  father's  estate  and 
began  farming,  operating  in  partnership  until  they 
had  raised  four  crops.  At  the  expiration  of  tliat 
time  our  subject  purchased  the  tract  of  land  from 
his  father  on  which  he  has  resided  ever  since. 

April  20,  1869,  our  subject  was  married  to  Miss 
Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Andrew  A.  and  Helen 
(Smith)  Stephenson.  The  lady  was  born  in  Kas- 
kaskia,  October  3.  1846,  and  died  April  6,  1877. 
The  lady  whom  our  subject  chose  as  his  second 
companion  was  Miss  Mary  A.  Stephenson,  sister 
of  his  first  wife,  born  January  3,  1854,  and  was 
married  to  our  subject  October  25,  1877.  An- 
drew A.  Stephenson,  who  was  born  October  16, 
1815,  and  died  February  5,  1869,  was  the  son  of 
William  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Abel)  Stephenson,  the 
former  born  October  6,  1788,  and  the  latter  born 
October  16,  1793.  The  mother  of  Mrs.  Burch  was 
the  daughter  of  Maurice  D.  and  Rosalie  (Senagal) 


Smith,  and  was  born  December  16,  1822,  and  died 
February  11,  1879.  Maurice  D.  Smith  came  from 
New  York  State  in  1820,  and  located  in  Illinois. 
His  wife,  who  was  a  native  of  Kaskaskia,  was  a 
member  of  an  old  French  family  who  trace  their 
ancestry  back  for  hundreds  of  years. 

By  his  first  marriage,  our  subject  became  llic 
father  of  four  children,  namely:  William  R,, 
Robert  E.,  Helen  E.  and  Augusta.  By  his  second 
marriage  Mr.  Burch  became  the  father  of  eight 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  Those 
living  are,  Mary  L.,  Agnes  A.,  Grace  B.,  Walter  E., 
Nancy  F.,  Mark  A.  and  Omega,  so  called  from  hav- 
ing been  born  on  the  last  day  of  the  week,  month 
and  year  of  1892. 

March  16,  1871,  our  subject  was  elected  Justice 
of  the  Peace  to  fill  a  vacancj-  caused  by  the  resig- 
nation of  Judge  Lindsey,  now  of  Chester.  He 
w.as  the  incumbent  of  that  position  until  Novem- 
ber, 1878,  when  he  was  electe'd  County  Commis- 
sioner, holding  the  ofHce  for  three  years.  He  was 
again  made  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  1881,  which 
office  he  is  still  holding.  Mr.  Burch  is  operating 
two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  acres  of  his  own 
land,  besides  cultivating  several  hundred  acres  be- 
longing to  his  father.  He  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  looked  upon  as  a  leader 
In  his  party  in  this  section.  With  his  wife  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  worshiping  at 
Kaskaskia. 


(^^HEODULE  E.  PICOU  is  one  of  the  ener- 
(ff^^  getic  and  successful  farmers  of  Randolph 
"^^^  County,  where  he  has  resided  for  more 
than  a  decade.  He  is  a  son  of  Theodule  and 
Mary  E.  (Delassus)  Picon,  who  were  natives  of 
Louisian.T.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest  in  a  family 
of  three  boys  and  three  girls  born  to  his  parents, 
his  birth  occurring  May  13,  1861,  near  Bailey's 
Lodge,  in  Perry  County,  Mo.  He  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Claryville,  Perry 
County,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  started 
out  for  himself,  clerking  for  his  uncle  in  a  dry- 
goods    store.     In    this  capacity   he  remained   for 


"^'f^-.-'^^A. 


> 

Q 
O 


< 

2 


o 


> 
< 


PORTRAIT   AND   BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


763 


about  four  3'ears  and  then  began  farming  in  his 
native  county.  In  1883  he  moved  to  Randolph 
Country,  pnrchiisinij  his  present  place  at  Kaskaskia 
Point,  lot  18,  second  sub-division  Kaskaskia  Com- 
mons. He  is  engaged  in  general  farming  and  is 
well  known  and  hii;lily  respected  throughout  the 
community. 

January  11,  188rj,  Mr.  Pieou  was  married  to 
Miss  Edith, a  daughter  of  Tyler  and  Lutitia  (Mat- 
tingly)  Seders,  residents  of  Chester.  Mrs.  Picou 
was  born  in  Chester  January  20,  1865,  and  is  tiie 
eldest  of  a  family  of  two  children  born  to  her 
worthy  parents.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Picou  have  been 
blessed  with  a  family  of  five  ciiildren:  Joseph 
(ileniT,  who  was  born  November  -t,  1886,  and  died 
in  infancy;  Roy  L.,  born  May  6,  1887;  Ora  W., 
September  27,  1890;  Eudora,  October  II,  1891, 
and  Carl  Theodule,  January  17,  1891.  The  wife 
and  mother  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church, 
while  her  husband  is  of  the  Catholic  faith.  In 
politics  Mr.  Picou  is  a  Democrat. 
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AA'II)  McCOY,  who  carried  on  general 
farming  on  section  16,  Ora  Township, 
Jackson  County,  has  the  honor  of  being 
a  native  of  Illinois,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  Coles  County,  May  17,  18;$0.  The  fam- 
ily is  of  Irish  origin.  The  fatiier  of  our  subject 
was  born  in  Tennessee  about  1797,  and  there  mar- 
ried Mahala  Evans,  a  native  of  the  same  stale,  hi 
1829,  they  emigrated  to  Jackson  C'ounly.lll.  Tliey 
afterward  lived  in  Arkansas  and  St.  Louis,  and 
subse(|uently  made  a  permanent  location  in  this 
community.  Both  parents  died  on  their  farm  near 
the  present  home  of  our  subject  in  1879.  Mr.  Mc- 
Coy was  a  topical  pioneer,  who  delighted  in  explor- 
ing new  country  and  making  new  settlements.  In 
the  family  were  four  suns  and  two  daughters:  John 
Wesley,  who  died  in  Belleville;  William,  who  died 
in  childhood;  Daniel  C,  whose  last  days  were  spent 
in  Jackson  County;  Nancy,  who  became  the  wife 
of  John  R.  (iillet  and  died  near  Chester,  111.,  and 
Cynthia,  who  became  the  wife  of  Isaac  Gritlin,  and 

29 


fter  his  death  married  James  Walker,  who  is  also 
now  deceased. 

Mr.  McCoy  of  this  sketch  has  followed  farming 
throughout  his  entire  life.  AVhcii  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  started  out  for  himself  empt^'- 
handed.  He  chose  as  a  comi)anio!i  and  helpmate 
on  life's  journey  Miss  Amanda,  daughU'r  of  .lohn 
Cheatham.  Her  death  occurred  seven  years  later. 
Eour  children  were  born  to  them:  John  W.,  whose 
birth  occurred  A|)ril  3(t,  1852;  William,  wlio  died 
at  the  age  of  four  years;  Mary  Elizabeth,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  two, and  Charles,  whodied  in  infanc}-. 
For  his  second  wife  Mr.  McCoy  chose  Mrs.  Mary 
M.  Stone,  widow  of  .lohn  M.  Stone.  Their  wed- 
ding was  celebrated  .Ianuary24,  I860,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Casto- 
son,  who  died  in  infancy;  David,  who  was  born 
November  5,  1864;  Ellen,  who  was  born  December 
6,  1866,  and  is  the  wife  of  Alex  ^'arlUlm,  by  whom 
she  has  four  sons  and  two  daughters,  Charles,  Will- 
iam D.,  John  E.,  Thomas  F.,  Lotta  and  Martha  A.; 
Eliza  A.,  who  was  born  August  24,  1868,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  seven  years,  and  Stephen  I).,  who 
was  born  April  9,  1871,  and  died  in  infancy. 

Mrs.  McCoy  was  born  in  St.  Clair  County-,  HI., 
March  7,  1834.  Her  father,  James  Chew,  was  born 
in  Indiana,  and  in  St.  Clair  County,  in  1826,  mar- 
ried Nancy  Mellion.  lie  was  a  pioneer  Baptist 
preacher  of  southern  Illinois,  and  was  also  a  prac- 
ticing [)hysician  of  St.  Clair  County.  In  both  lines 
of  work  he  was  very  successful.  His  deatli  occuri-ed 
while  on  a  visit  to  his  people  in  Indiana  in  1840. 
His  widow  afterward  married  .lohn  Edwards,  and 
died  Maich  1,  1889.  By  her  lirst  mairiage,  Mrs. 
McCoy  had  three  children.  Mary  .1.,  the  eldest, 
wedded  Willis  Cheatham,  by  whom  she  had  a  son, 
Samuel.  After  the  death  of  Mi'.  Cheatham  she 
married  Pliilo  Jenkins,  and  they  had  a  daughter, 
Mary  E.  The  mother  died  August  18,  1885.  The 
second  daughter,  Lena,  is  now  the  wife  of  John 
Stanes,  a  farmer  of  Ora  Township,  and  they  have 
five  children:  Laura  M.,  aged  twenty-one;  Holla, 
eighteen;  Otis,  fourteen  ;  Herbert,  seven,  and  John, 
a  lad  of  six  summers. 

On  the  2d  of  Se|)lembei.  1861,  Mr.  McCoy  en- 
tered the  service  of  his  country-  as  a  private  of 
Company  G,  Thirty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  which 
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was  commanded  first  by  Colonel  Kirk,  and  after- 
ward by  Colonel  Aza.  He  saw  much  hard  service 
under  General  Sherman,  but  was  never  sick, 
wounded  or  taken  prisoner,  and  engaged  in  every 
battle  and  skirmish  in  which  the  regiment  took 
part.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh, 
Corinth,  Missionary  Ridge,  Pittsburg  Landing, 
Stone  River,  Lookout  Mountain,  Buzzard's  Roost, 
siege  of  Atlanta  and  Jonesboro.  At  the  battle  of 
Kenesaw  Mountain,  where  his  regiment  supported 
a  heavy  battery,  he  stood  for  hours  by  the  boom- 
ing guns,  and  the  constant  roar  made  him  perma- 
nently deaf.  This  is  a  great  afHiction,  for  he  is  a 
very  social  and  intelligent  man  and  keenly  enjoyed 
good  company.  He  marched  under  Sherman  from 
Atlanta  to  the  sea,  took  part  in  the  Grand  Review 
in  Washington,  the  finest  military  pageant  ever 
seen  in  this  country,  and  was  honorably  discharged 
in  Louisville,  K3'.  He  is  a  most  enthusiastic  ad- 
mirer of  General  Sherman,  and  was  a  warm  personal 
friend  of  Gen.  John  A.  Logan. 

Mr.  McCoy  holds  membership  with  Ava  Post,  G. 
A.  R.,  and  from  the  Government,  which  he  so 
faithfully  aided  to  perpetuate,  he  now  receives  a 
pension  of  827  per  month.  He  has  always  been  a 
stalwart  supporter  of  the  Republican  party,  and  for 
many  years  he  and  his  wife  have  been  consistent 
members  of  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church.  His 
time  and  attention  are  now  given  to  the  further 
cultivation  and  improvement  of  his  fine  farm  of 
one  iiundred  and  sixt}'  acres,  which  is  supplied 
with  all  modern  accessories  and  conveniences,  and 
is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  neigh- 
borhood. The  owner  is  a  man  whose  fidelity  to 
duty  and  sterling  worth  have  won  him  the  highest 
regard  of  all,  and  his  friends  are  many. 


=W'*S'**i'*i"'5»*5*= 


ilr^^UFUS  R.  COBBUM,  a  popular  and  highly 
1"-^  esteemed  citizen  of  Murphysboro,  and  a 
Director  of  the  Jackson  County  Lumber 
^Company,  was  born  in  Bluffton,  Wells 
County,  Ind.,  September  24,  1847.  The  family  is 
of  English  origin,  and  the  grandparents  came  from 
England  to  America.  The  grandfather  was  a 
contractor  and  builder,  and  contracted  to  erect  the 


State  Capitol  of  Virginia.  The  father  of  our  sub- 
ject, James  Cobbum,  was  born  in  Maryland,  and 
was  a  tailor  bj-  trade.  Removing  to  Ohio,  he  there 
married  Sarah  Webb,  a  native  of  Hocking  County, 
that  state,  whither  her  parents  removed  from  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cobbum  became  early  settlers  of 
Wells  Count}',  Ind.,  where  he  entered  land  from 
the  Government  and  improved  a  fine  farm.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  in  religious  be- 
lief he  was  a  ^Methodist.  lie  [jassed  away  in  March, 
1861,  respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  His  wife 
was  called  to  her  final  rest  in  1872.  They  had 
seven  sons  and  one  daughter,  of  whom  four  are 
yet  living:  Joseph,  now  a  farmer  of  Wells  Ccfunty, 
Ind.;  Henry,  who  is  living  a  retired  life  in  Bluff- 
ton,  Ind.;  James  L.,  who  makes  his  home  in  the 
same  place; 'and  Rufus  R.,  the  onlj'  one  living  in 
Illinois.  Henry  was  one  of  the  boys  in  blue,  being 
a  member  of  the  One  Hundred  and  First  Indiana 
Infantry  during  the  late  war. 

Our  subject  received  his  early  education  in  an 
old-time  log  schoolhouse,  with  the  writing  desk 
along  the  wall,  rude  benches  and  other  primitive 
furniture.  Much  of  his  instruction,  however,  was 
received  from  a  blind  man,  John  McLeary,  who 
taught  the  high  school  at  Bluffton,  Ind.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  3'ears  he  began  traveling  for  a  mar- 
ble firm  in  Ft.  Wayne,  Ind.,  and  thus  continued 
for  seven  consecutive  years,  after  which  he  em- 
barked in  business  for  himself  in  Geneva,  Adams 
Count}',  opening  a  grocery  store,  which  he  carried 
on  for  two  }'ears.  He  then  became  representative 
for  tiie  Fairbanks  Windmill  Company,  of  Indian- 
apolis, traveling  for  them  throughout  Indiana  for 
about  nine  years.  He  also  owned  a  farm  near 
Bluffton. 

In  1888  Mr.  Cobbum  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Mrs.  Nancy  Gill,  widow  of  Hon.  John  M. 
Gill,  and  the  mother  of  Lieut.-Gov.  J.  B.  Gill. 
She  was  born  in  Williamson  County,  III.,  and  is 
a  cultured  and  refined  lady,  who  is  a  controlling 
influence  in  social  circles. 

In  1887  Mr.  Cobbum  came  to  Murph3'sboro  and' 
purchased  a  sawmill  in  Kinkaid  Township,  manu- 
facturing hard-wood  lumber  for  two  3:ears.  He 
also  had  a  lumber  j'ard  in  the  citv.     to.  October, 
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18'J(),  he  was  one  of  the  organizei-s  of  the  Jackson 
Count3'  Lumber  Company,  and  for  eighteen  months 
served  as  its  manager,  lie  is  now  serving  as  sales- 
man. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cobijuin  own  considerable  real 
estate,  having  seven  liundred  and  sixty  acres  of 
fine  timber  land  in  Arkansas,  besides  Ave  lots  and 
good  buildings  in  tliis  iilace.  In  the  year  1889 
tiieir  residence  on  Clierry  Street,  a  comfortable  and 
commodious  iiome,  was  erected.  Mr.  ('obl)um  is  a 
member  of  tlie  Odd  Fellows' society,  is  a  Democrat 
in  politics, and  is  an  Elder  in  the  Christian  Church. 
He  is  a  stockholder  in  the  .lackson  County  Home- 
stead Building  and  Loan  Association. 

„J  NDERSON  B.  GARRETT,  attorney-at-law 

Ol  of  Muriihysboro,  w.as  born  near  Charles- 
ton, Mo.,  .July  18,  18.52.  His  grandfather, 
Larkin  Garrett,  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
and  in  the  Warof  1812  served  under  Gen.  William 
Henry  Harrison  at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  and 
was  also  with  Jackson  at  New  Orleans.  Later  he 
removed  to  Benton  County,  Tenn..  where  he  car- 
ried on  farming  for  si.K  years.  From  that  place  he 
went  to  Hardeman  County,  Tenn.,  where  he  oper- 
ated a  fine  farm  of  five  hundred  acres.  His  death 
occurred  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  eight3'-three.  He 
voted  the  only  ticket  for  the  continuance  of  the 
Union  in  his  precinct  in  18()1.  The  f;reat  grand- 
father of  our  subject  was  one  of  liie  heroes  of  the 
Revolution,  and  traced  his  anccstiy  back  to  Eng- 
land and  thence  to  Normandy. 

Matthew  I).  (4arrell,  father  of  our  sul)jcct,  was 
a  native  of  Benton  County,  Tenn.,  and  in  that 
stale  followed  carpentering  and  fanning  until  his 
removal  to  ()weiisl>oro,  Ky-  He  tiicic  married 
Joyce  Ann,  daughter  of  .lolin  Wilkinson,  an  early 
settler  of  that  comnuinily,  whose  father  was  .ludge 
in  the  Court  of  Cuininon  I'leas.  In  an  early  day 
Mr.  (iarrett  removed  to  Mississippi  County,  Mo., 
where  he  did  business  as  a  contractor,  and  built 
the  first  court  house  at  Charleston.  In  1853  he 
removed  to  the  southwestern  pari  of  the  state, 
where  he  carried  on  a  grist-mill  run  by  water 
power.  His  wife  tiiere  died  in  June,  1856,  after 
which  he  sold  his  mill   and   worked  at  his  trade. 


He  then  again  married,  and  lived  at  various  places 

until  1861,  when  he  went  to  Jackson,  Tenn. 

When  A.  B.  (iarrelt  was  a  lad  of  nine,  he  began 
newspaper  work  in  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  later  went 
as  a  newsboy  with  the  Sixth  Regiment  of  Confed- 
erate Volunteers,  under  Col.  Stevens,  to  Union 
City  and  Columbus.  He  continued  with  the  regi- 
ment until  after  the  battle  of  Shiloli,  tlieii  wen^  to 
Memphis  as  a  newsboy,  and  later  was  thus  em- 
ployed on  the  Mississippi  Central  (now  the  Illinois 
Central)  Railroad.  After  three  months  he  re- 
turned to  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and  for  a  few  weeks 
was  a  lackey  boy  in  the  hospital.  His  father  then 
removed  with  the  family  to  Union  County,  111., 
and  worked  in  a  sawmill  until  1863,  when  he  lo- 
cated on  a  farm. 

In  the  following  autumn,  Mr.  Garrett,  Sr.,  re- 
cruited the  Eighty-first  I  llinois  Infantry,  but  after- 
ward was  transferred  to  Company  A,  Twent3'- 
second  Regiment  Veteran  Reserve  Corps, in  which 
he  served  until  honorably  discharged  at  the  close 
of  the  war.  His  remaining  years  were  spent  upon 
his  farm,  where  he  died.  He  was  a  nieinber  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  By  his  first  wife,  the  mother  of 
our  subject,  there  were  born  four  sons  and  two 
daughters,  of  whom  three  reached  adult  age.  At 
the  age  of  twenty  years  Tiarkin  W.  became  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Confederate  army,  and  died  at  Ft.  Pil- 
low in  the  spring  of  1862.  Tlujinas  S.  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Union  army,  being  a  nicmberof  Coinpauj' 
C,  Sevcntoenlli  lllimiis  Cavalry;  he  died  at  Holla, 
Mo.,  in  18()4,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  After 
the  death  of  Ins  first  wife  .Matthew  I).  (Janelt 
married  Lydia  Stafford,  and  they  had  three  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  died  when  young.  His  second 
wife  dying,  he  afterward  married  Sallie  Hinkle, 
and  their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren, one  of  whom  died  in  childhood.  Two  are 
living,  both  married  and  residents  of  Union  Coun- 
ty, 111.  Mr.  Garrett  passed  art'.ay  in  .lanuary,  1870; 
his  wife  survived  him  for  a  number  of  years,  her 
death  occurring  in  1883. 

After  coming  to  Illinois,  A.  B.  Garrett  attended 
school  during  the  winter  and  worked  on  the  farm 
through  the  summer  until  eighteen  years  of  age, 
when  he  embarked  in  teaching  school.  He  was 
thus  employed  for  three   winters,  and  in  the  sum- 
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mer  attended  a  select  school  at  Anna  and  after- 
ward the  high  school  at  Cairo.  When  twenty-one 
he  became  Principal  of  the  Dongola  schools.  Sub- 
sequently he  was  Principal  of  the  schools  of  Vi- 
enna for  two  years,  Pinckney  ville  for  one  year, 
and  later  was  similarly  engaged  at  Carbondale, 
Ava  and  Cobden  for  one  j-ear  each.  He  was  also 
Principal  of  the  Murphysboro  schools  during  the 
seven  years  of  the  decade  between  1879  and  1889. 
While  Superintendent,  he  established  the  best 
graded  and  high  school  course  in  the  city.  He 
was  very  successful  as  an  instructor  and  won  com- 
mendation for  his  excellent  work  wherever  he 
went. 

Mr.  Garrett  began  reading  law  in  Vienna  in 
1876,  and  continued  his  study  iu  leisure  hours 
until  August,  1887,  when  he  was  admitted  to  the 
Bar  at  Mt.  Vernon,  but  did  not  begin  practice 
until  1889.  He  then  resigned  his  position  as  Su- 
perintendent of  the  city  schools,  and  on  the  9th 
of  May  opened  a  law  office.  He  continued  prac- 
tice alone  until  1891,  when  the  firm  of  Swartz  & 
Garrett  was  formed.  The}-  have  an  office  in  Car- 
bondale, his  partner  looking  after  the  business  at 
that  place,  while  he  attends  to  the  practice  in  Mur- 
physboro. From  1888  until  1891  he  served  as 
City  Attorne}',  having  been  elected  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket. 

In  Dongola,  in  1875,  Mr.  Garrett  married 
Georgie  Williams,  eldest  daughter  of  A.  G.  Will- 
iams, of  Tennessee,  and  an  earl}'  settler  of  Don- 
gola, 111.  The  lady  was  born  in  Tennessee,  and  by 
her  marriage  became  the  mother  of  two  children, 
Pearl  and  Ray.  Their  home  is  pleasantly  situ- 
ated on  Evelyn  Street,  and  the  office  is  in  the 
Gill  Block,  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Walnut 
Streets. 

Mr.  Garrett  is  a  member  of  Amity  Lodge,  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  a  charter  member  of  Jackson  Camp  No.  113, 
-S.  v.,  in  which  he  has  served  as  Captain,  was  Ad- 
jutant of  the  State  Camp,  and  is  now  Junior  Vice- 
Commander  of  Illinois.  He  takes  a  very  promi- 
nent part  in  the  work  of  this  organization  and  is 
widely  known  in  its  circles.  He  also  belongs  to 
Carbon  Lodge,  K.  IL,  is  Grand  Dictator  of  Illi- 
nois, and  representative  of  the  state  in  the  Su- 
preme Lodge.     A  well  informed  man  and  a  brilU 


iant   speaker,  he   is  winning  tlie    prominence   in 
his  profession  that  he  has  gained  in  society  circles. 


LBERT  SHERJLVN  MARLOW,  Superin- 
tendent of  schools  of  Perry  County,  was 
li  born  three  miles  east  of  Pinckneyville, 
^  111.,  March  29,  186.5.     His  ancestors  were 

residents  of  North  Carolina,  and  were  descendants 
of  good  old  Revolutionary  stock.  The  father,  M. 
M.  Marlow,  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and  had 
six  brothers,  two  of  whom,  Cale  and  Alex,  were 
killed  in  the  Mexican  War;  two  others,  Bartley  and 
Samuel,  live  near  Pincknej'ville,  the  latter  being 
eighty  j'ears  of  age.  The  father  is  also  living  and 
makes  his  home  on  his  farm  east  of  Pinckneyville. 

Our  subject's  mother  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Mary  Metcalf,  and  was  born  in  Tennessee.  Her 
father,  Thomas  Metcalf,  was  one  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Perry  County,  and  was  a  prominent  man 
in  his  community,  serving  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  several  years,  and  occupying  other  positions  of 
honor.  Our  subject  is  the  youngest  of  afamil3'of 
six  children,  there  being  four  brothers  and  two 
sisters.  Of  tiiera  we  note  the  following:  William 
C.  is  one  of  the  most  extensive  and  successful  far- 
mers in  this  county;  Marion  is  a  farmer  residing 
near  Du  Quoin,  and  has  served  as  Deputy  Sheriff; 
James  C.  lives  with  his  fatiier;  Melvina  married 
Edward  Hane  and  lives  on  a  farm,  and  Lulu  is  a 
teacher. 

Upon  the  home  farm  our  subject  grew  to  man- 
hood, receiving  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Pinckneyville.  At  the  earlj-  age  of  seventeen  he 
was  a  school  teacher,  and  followed  that  profession 
for  six  j-ears.  He  was  Principal  of  the  Pinckne}'- 
ville  schools,  when  he  resigned  to  go  into  business 
at  this  place,  continuing  in  that  line  for  two  and 
one-half  years.  In  1890  he  was  elected  County 
Superintendent  of  schools,  which  position  he  is 
now  filling  with  marked  credit  to  himself.  He  has 
a  finely  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres  adjoining 
the  city  of  Pinckneyville,  where  he  lives. 

In  1891  Mr.  Marlow  married  Miss  Anna,  daugh- 
ter of  G.  G.  Williams,  the  present  Clerk  of  Perry 
County.     Mrs.  Marlow  was  educated  in.  Shurtleff 
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College,  at  Alton,  III.,  and  was  a  teacher  in  the 
Pinckneyville  schools  prior  to  lier  marriage.  One 
child  has  blessed  the  union,  Howard.  Socially,  Mr. 
Marlow  is  a  Mason  and  a  Knight  of  Pythias.  He 
has  also  been  quite  prominent  in  the  Independent 
Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  having  p.assed  the  chairs, 
and  being  a  member  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  In  pol- 
itics, like  all  the  members  of  the  Marlow  family, 
he  is  a  Democrat.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church. 


16), Mirnh, .(Sj 

*i"J"i"?*S**»**¥**8**s**J**i**i"i"r"J'i' 


m 


^  OL.  W.  T.  INGRAM,  an  old  and  highly  re- 
I  spectcd  citizen  of  Jackson  County,  who  is 


6 


engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  and 
surgery  in  Murphysboro,  and  is  President  of  the 
Board  of  Pension  Examiners,  has  long  been  con- 
nected with  the  interests  of  this  community,  and 
has  ever  been  prominent  in  the  advancoinent  of 
those  interests  which  are  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  welfare.  The  Doctor  was  born  November 
8,  1830,  in  Greenville,  Ky.  His  father,  James 
Ingram,  was  born  near  Culpeper  Court  House,  Va., 
in  1808,  and  the  grandfather,  Isaac  Ingram,  was 
also  there  born  and  reared.  He  became  an  eurl3' 
settler  of  Kentucky,  and  was  a  large  planter,  cul- 
tivating an  extensive  tobacco  farm  on  the  Green 
River.  His  death  occurred  in  1862.  The  famil3' 
was  originally  of  English  origin,  the  great-grand- 
fatlier,  Benjamin  Ingram,  having  come  to  this 
country  from  Leeds,  England. 

The  Doctor's  father  was  reared  in  Kentucky, 
and  in  1850  emigrated  to  Jefferson  County,  HI., 
where  he  carried  on  farming  until  his  death,  in 
1855.  He  married  Nancy  Reno,  a  native  of  Cul- 
peper Court  House,  and  a  daughter  of  John  Reno, 
who  w.as  born  in  \irginia  and  in  1810  emigrated 
to  Kentucky.  He  was  a  pioneer  school  teacher  of 
that  state,  and  followed  his  chosen  profession  un- 
til eighty-live  years  of  age.  He  died  in  Green- 
ville, Ky.,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five.  His  parents 
were  natives  of  Paris,  France,  and  in  that  country 
the  name  was  si)elled  Henault,  but  after  coining  to 
America  the  present  mode  was  adopted.     Mrs.  In- 


gram died  June  11,  1877,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight. 
She  was  a  faithful  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

In  the  family  were  five  sons  and  three  daughters. 
John  W.,  who  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Eightieth 
Illinois  Infantry,  was  wounded  at  Perry  ville,  and 
received  his  discliarge  at  Nashville  in  1863.  He 
was  a  physician  and  died  near  Benton,  111.,  in 
187'L  Isaac  A.,  who  was  Second  Lieutenant  of 
Company  F,  was  wounded  atSliiloh  in  April,  1862, 
and  died  in  June.  The  Doctor  brought  his  remains 
home  and  he  was  laid  to  rest  near  Ccntralia.  Ed- 
ward W.  is  now  a  practicing  ph^-sician  of  Mt.  Erie, 
111.;  W.  S.  is  a  farmer  living  near  Ashley,  111.;  Mrs. 
Martha  Cameron  resides  in  Ashley. 

Col.  W.  T.  Ingram  is  the  eldest.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  in  Kentucky,  attended  the  common 
schools,  and  for  two  years  was  a  student  in  Green- 
ville Academy.  He  afterwards  entered  a  drug 
store  and  began  the  stud}'  of  medicine  under  Dr. 
Yost,  of  Greenville.  In  1850,  he  entered  the  Uni- 
versity of  Kentucky  and  pursued  a  course  of  study 
in  the  department  of  medicine.  In  the  spring  of 
1852,  he  went  by  boat  to  St.  Louis,  thence  in  a  four- 
horse  stage  to  Yandalia,  the  capital  of  the  state, 
where  he  taught  school  for  six  months.  He  then 
engaged  for  a  time  in  medical  practice  in  Xenia, 
111.,  after  which  he  went  to  Johnsonville.  His 
next  place  of  residence  was  at  Webb's  Prairie,  in 
Franklin  Count}-,  where  he  continued  pr.ictice  un- 
til the  war.  On  the  25th  of  July,  1861,  our  sub- 
ject joined  Company  F,  Fortieth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  became  First  Lieutenant.  He  was  always  at 
the  front,  aad  after  the  battle  of  Sluloh  was  made 
Captain.  He  |)articipated  in  the  engagements  at 
Tallahoochie  and  Holly  Springs,  and  in  1863  re- 
signed his  commission  on  account  of  sickness.  Re- 
turning to  Benton,  1 11.,  he  there  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1864,  when  he  aided  in  raising  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty -sixth  Illinois  Infantry',  and 
was  commissioned  Lieutenant-Colonel  by  Gover- 
nor Yates.  He  took  his  men  to  Columbus,  thence 
to  St.  Louis,  and  bore  a  part  in  the  raid  after  Price 
in  the  fall  of  1864.  He  was  mustered  out  at 
Springfield,  October  22,  and  in  December,  1864, 
entered  the  Secret  .Service,  doing  dut}'  along  the 
Mississippi  until  June,  1865.     He  was  also  Provost- 
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Marshal  in  Franklin  County,  111.,  until  the  close  of 
the  war. 

When  his  ))ublic  service  was  over.  Dr.  Ingram 
located  in  De  Soto,  wliere  he  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine  until  1876,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  numbered  among  the  medical  practitioners  of 
Murph3'sboro.  While  in  Wa3'ne  County,  in  1865- 
66,  he  took  his  last  course  of  lectures  in  Louisville 
and  was  graduated  with  the  degree  of  M.D.  He 
has  been  very  successful  in  practice,  and  his  skill 
and  ability  have  won  for  liim  a  good  business. 

Dr.  Ingram  was  married  in  Kentucky  to  Miss 
Susan  Vaught,  a  native  of  that  slate,  and  they  be- 
came the  parents  of  four  children:  M.  Frances,  wife 
of  George  W.  Hill,  ex-Senator,  and  a  leading  attor- 
ney of  Murphysboro;  William  E.,  conductpr  on  the 
Mobile  <fe  Ohio  Railroad;  Robert  E.,  conductor  on 
the  Houston  &  Texas  Central,  and  a  resident  of 
Houston;  and  Mrs.  Ollie  B.  Landerville,  who  died 
in  1890.  In  Wayne  County,  Dr.  Ingram  wedded 
Mary  A.  (Moore)  Rinard,  who  was  born  in  Saline- 
ville,  Columbiana  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  John  Moore.  In  1853,  her  father  removed  to 
Wayne  County,  111.,  where  he  owned  a  large  farm 
of  eighteen  hundred  acres,  all  entered  in  one  body. 
His  death  occurred  in  December,  1869.  His  wife, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  now  makes  her  home  with  the 
Doctor  and  his  wife,  at  the  age  of  eighty-five. 
Mrs.  Ingram  was  educated  in  Earlham  College,  of 
Richmond,  Ind.,  and  the  Cleveland  Episcopal  Col- 
lege, and  is  a  cultured  and  refined  lady. 

The  Doctor  has  served  as  Alderman  of  the  First 
Ward  of  JNIurphysboro.  holding  the  olfice  when  the 
water  works  and  electric  lights  were  put  in.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Education  for  three 
years  and  served  as  its  President.  From  1885  un- 
til 1889,  he  was  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Pension 
Examiners,  and  in  189.3  was  re-appointed  by  Presi- 
dent Cleveland.  He  is  surgeon  for  the  St.  Ix)uis, 
Alton  &  Terre  Haute  Railroad,  is  a  member  of  the 
National  Association  of  Railway  Surgeons  and  of 
the  Southern  Illinois  Medical  Association.  He 
also  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fellows'  society,  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  and  Worthen  Post  No.  128, 
G.  A.  R.  He  is  also  Medical  Examiner  for  about 
ten  insurance  companies.  In  religious  belief  he  is 
a  Methodist,  serves  as  Trustee  and  Steward  of  the 


church,  and  was  the  Chairman  of  the  building  com- 
mittee. In  1877,  he  established  the  Industrial  Trib- 
une, a  Greenback  paper,  which  he  published  until 
1880,  when  he  sold  out.  The  Doctor's  life  has 
been  a  successful  one  financially',  and  an  upright, 
honorable  career  has  won  him  the  esteem  of  all. 


W  GUIS  RODRIQUE  is  the  owner  and  occu- 
I  ^  pant  of  fourteen  acres  on  lot  12,  third  sub. 
jl^v^  division,  Kaskaskia  Commons,  Randolph 
County.  He  was  born  on  the  island  between  Doza- 
ville  and  Kaskaskia,  in  this  county,  August  10, 
1846.  He  was  reared  and  has  spent  his  entire  life 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  place  of  his  birth. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Augustus  and  Florence 
(Buatte)  Rodrique,  natives  of  Kaskaskia.  The  Ro- 
drique  family  is  of  Spanish  origin,  and  the  Buatte 
family  of  Creole  descent.  Our  subject  attended 
the  Old  Kaskaskia  schools  until  about  seventeen 
j'ears  of  age,  but  his  parents  having  died  when  he 
was  a  very  small  bo}',  little  interest  was  taken 
in  his  education  or  welfare,  and  his  school  days 
were  few  and  far  between.  Louis  la  Chapelle 
was  his  guardian,  and  he  made  his  home  with  that 
gentleman  and  worked  on  his  farm  until  his  nine- 
teenth 3'ear.  At  the  age  above  mentioned,  young 
Rodrique  began  farming  for  himself  on  land  left 
by  his  parents  and  also  adjoining  land,  which  he 
rented.  Here  he  has  always  made  his  home,  and 
is  well  known  and  respected  in  the  community 
in  which  he  has  so  long  lived. 

December  31, 1871,  Louis  Rodrique  and  Theresa 
Derousse  were  united  in  marriage.  Mrs.  Rodrique 
was  the  daughter  of  Poulite  and  Ellen  (Menard) 
Derousse,  and  was  horn  on  Kaskaskia  Commons. 
Here  her  death  occurred  Februaiy  10,  1878.  Of 
this  marriage  were  born  three  children:  Mary 
Genevieve,  Florence  Ellen  and  Joseph  H.  Our 
subject  was  a  second  time  married  May  13,  1879, 
to  Seraphene  La  Fleiir,  daughter  of  Lexon  and 
Pelagi  (Danis)  La  Flour,  and  a  native  of  Kaskas- 
kia, who  was  born  in  1846,  and  died  March  31, 
1893.  Four  children  came  to  bless  this  union: 
Maggie  Cecelia,  Estella,  James  Augustus;  and 
Erma,  who  is  deceased.     Like  all  the  early  French 
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people  of  Old  Kaskaskia,  our  sulijoct  has  been  rear- 
ed a  Catholic,  as  were  both  iiis  wives.  He  has  been 
a  lifp-long  Democrat  an<l  is  always  a  supporter  of 
its  candidates. 


I   n  n<  ■«  ^1 


bonis  C.  GENDRON.  Among  those  who 
5;  cultivated  a  portion  of  the  soil  of  Old  Kas- 
^  kasUia  Commons,  Kandolph  County,  to 
good  advantage,  may  be  mentioned  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  who  departed  this  life  January  6, 
1893.  He  w.as  born  in  Old  Kaskaskia  March  4, 
1833,  and  was  a  son  of  Luke  and  Mary  (Toulier) 
Gendron,  also  natives  of  Kaskaskia.  They  were 
members  of  old  French  families  and  came  original- 
ly from  Canada. 

Our  subject  spent  his  early  life  in  the  village  of 
Kiiskaskia,  and  acquired  the  most  of  his  knowledge 
after  reaching  mature  years,  and  even  attended 
school  after  his  marriage.  His  early  years  were 
spent  in  farming  in  connection  with  his  brother, 
but  on  attaining  his  majority  our  subject  departed 
for  Minnesota,  where  he  rafted  on  the  Mississippi 
River  for  fourteen  3'ears. 

April  22,  1861,  Louis  C.  Gendron  and  Miss 
Harriet,  daughter  of  Anton  and  Alary  Eugenia 
(L.asourse)  Lonvall.  were  united  in  marriage.  The 
parents  of  Mrs.  Gendron  were  also  natives  of  Kas- 
kaskia, and  the  father  was  of  Spanish  descent. 
The  mother  was  the  daughter  of  Paschal  and  Har- 
riet (Dennis)  Lasourse  and  reared  a  family  of  six 
children,  of  whom  Harriet  was  the  third  in  order 
of  birth.  She  was  born  February  18,  1813,  in  Old 
Kaskaskia,  where  her  girlhood  was  spent  and 
where  her  marriage  in  the  old  French  Church  was 
celel)rate(i.  For  the  first  four  years  after  estab- 
lisimig  a  home  of  his  own  our  subject  operated  a 
farm  in  what  is  known  as  the  I5ig  Fields,  a  tract 
of  land  that  has  since  been  swept  away  by  the 
river.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time,  desiring  to 
visit  his  brother  who  lived  in  California,  and  with 
a  view  to  bettering  his  own  condition  linanciall^', 
Mr.  Gendron  started  overland  in  April,  18(55,  for 
the  Golden  State.  On  reaching  Salt  Lake  City  he 
was  induced  to  join  a  party  going  to  Montana, 
where  rich  discoveries  Lad  been  made  in  gold  and 


silver  near  Helena  and  Virginia.  Not  succeeding 
as  he  had  desired,  and  longing  for  his  home  and 
family,  he  in  the  fall  of  the  above  year,  in  com- 
pany with  other  men  similarly  inclined,  started 
down  the  Yellow  Stone  River  in  llat-boats,  which 
had  to  be  covered  thickly  with  hides  of  deer  and 
buffaloes  in  order  to  protect  them  from  the  assaults 
of  Indians. 

The  two  years  succeeding  his  return  home,  our 
subject  was  engaged  in  rafting  on  the  Upper  Mis- 
sissippi, and  in  the  spring  of  1868  he  took  a  fifty- 
years',  lease  of  forty  acres  of  land  on  Kaskaskia 
Commons.  There  he  continued  to  reside  until  his 
decease,  which  occurred  .lanuary  6,  1893.  His  wife 
has  since  added  sixty  acres  to  the  estate  and  is 
conducting  afifairs  in  a  very  profitable  manner.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gendron  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Annie,  Eugenia  Adelia,.lacob  Perry, 
Jacob  and  John  (twins),  Ellen,  Francis,  Elmer  E., 
Virgil  A.  and  Lillian  L. 

Like  most  of  the  old  settlers  of  Kaskaskia,  Mrs. 
Gendron  and  her  family  are  of  the  Catholic  faith, 
and  worship  in  the  church  where  hangs  the  old 
bell  sent  here  by  King  Louis  of  France  in  1742. 
It  was  exhibited  in  the  Convent  of  La  Rabida  at 
the  World's  Fair  in  Chicago,  and  as  a  curiosity  is 
to  be  taken  on  a  tour  through  the  United  States. 
The  congregation  in  Kaskaskia,  which  is  presided 
over  by  Father  Goosen,  is  the  oldest  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Vallej-,  dating    back    over    two    hundred 


vears. 


:^m(^ 


kAUNCY  L.  ADAMS,  a  resident  of  township 
6,  range  6,  and  one  of  the  foremost  agri- 
culturists of  Randolph  County,  was  born 
here  on  the  30th  of  November,  1850.  In  order  of 
birth  he  is  the  fourth  child  of  David  and  JIargaret 
(Douglas)  Adams,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  .Scotland  and  accompanied  his  parents  to  Amer- 
ica when  a  young  man.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
James  Adams,  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  which  he 
followed  in  Scotland,  but  after  coming  to  Illinois 
lived  in  retirement  until  Lis  death.  David  Adams 
was  a  farmer  by  occupaticm  and  was  thus  engaged 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1854.  Margaret, 
his  wife,  was  a  daughter  of  Lot  Douglas,  who  came 
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from  Scotland  to  America  and  died   in  Randolph 
County. 

Our  subject  was  early  orpliancd  by-  the  death  of 
his  father,  which  occurred  when  he  was  a  child  of 
four  3'ears.  His  education  was  received  in  District 
No.  3,  township  6,  range  6,  in  this  county.  He  re- 
mained on  the  home  farm  with  his  mother  until 
twenty-two  years  of  ajje,  when  lie  commenced 
farming  for  himself  and  he  has  since  eng.aged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  June  11,  1873,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Mary  E.  Lives3',  daugh- 
ter of  Charles  and  Minerva  (Smith)  Livesy.  Of 
this  union  there  were  born  nine  children,  of  whom 
one  died  in  infancy.  Those  living  are,  Luella  M., 
Charles  R.,  James  A.,  David  L.,  Margaret  M., 
Minnie  G.,  Carrie  B.  and  Elmo  IL.all  of  whom  re- 
side with  their  parents.  Mrs.  Adams  and  tiie  chil- 
dren are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
Politically,  Mr.  Adams  supports  the  principles  of 
the  Republican  party,  and  in  social  matters  he  is 
connected  with  the  American  Legion  of  Honor. 


Wf/UAAAM  DOZA,  a  well  known  resident  of 
Randolph  County,  who  successfully  car- 
ries on  farming  in  township  7,  range  8,  is 
a  native  of  Tennessee.  He  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Natchez,  and  is  the  eldest  child  of  Klexeand  Eliza- 
beth (Pledger)  Doza.  Tiie  Doza  family  were  among 
the  first  settlers  at  Knskaskia.  Elexe  Doza,  Sr., 
the  grandfather  of  our  sul)jcct,  was  a  great  Indian 
fighter,  and  also  a  famous  hunter,  as  was  his  son 
Elexe.  The  latter  was  l)orn  in  Kaskaskia,  and  when 
a  young  man  made  a  hunting  trip  to  Tennessee. 
While  there  he  met  and  married  Miss  Pledger,  and 
continued  his  residence  in  Tennessee  for  two  years. 
Soon  after  the  birth  of  our  subject,  lie  returned 
with  his  wife  and  son  to  Kaskaskia,  where  he  fol- 
lowed fanning  and  hunting  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  about  1860.  His  wife  died  when  William 
was  a  youth  of  ten  summers. 

Mr.  Doza  of  this  sketch  iiad  very  limited  school 
privileges  in  his  youth,  for  he  was  needed  at  home 
to  aid  in  the  labors  of  the  farm.  He  was  reared  to 
.agricultural  pursuits,  and  early  in  life  became 
familiar  with  all  the  arduous  tasks  connected  witli 
agriculture.     When  lie  began  business  for  himself 


he  continued  in  the  same  pursuit  which  he  has  fol- 
lowed through  all  the  years  of  his  manhood,  ex- 
cept for  a  period  of  four  years,  when  he  was  en- 
gaged in  merchandising  in  Dozaville,  a  small  town 
in  Randolph  County,  which  was  laid  out  by  our 
subject  and  named  in  his  honor.  He  has  been  very 
prosperous,  and  as  the  result  of  his  close  economy 
and  industry  he  to-day  enjoj'S  a  goodly  portion 
of  this  world's  goods. 

In  February,  1850,  Mr.  Doza  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Harriet  Lincoln,  a  second  cousin 
of  Abraham  Lincoln.  Her  parents  were  natives  of 
Massachusetts,  and  from  the  Bay  State  emigrated 
to  Kask.iskia,  111.  Unto  our  subject  and  his  wife 
were  born  thirteen  children,  but  tliree  died  in  in- 
fancy, while  Mary,  who  became  the  wife  of  Addi- 
son Doblis,  w.as  called  to  the  home  beyond  in  1888. 
Those  who  still  survive  are,  William  II.,  who  mar- 
ried Mary  LaFleur;  Philip;  Lexe,  who  married 
Sarah  Gendron;  John,  who  married  Sarah  Curry; 
Joseph,  who  married  Mary  Derouse;  Edward,  who 
married  Maggie  Menard;  Laura,  wife  of  William 
Gendron;  Alonzo,  wiio  married  Lydia  McFadden, 
and  James,  at  home.  The  members  of  the  fam- 
ily are  all  living  in  the  neighborhood  of  Doza- 
ville. Our  subject  and  his  children  are  all  mem- 
bers of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  he  and  his  sons 
are  supporters  of  the  Democrac3'.  He  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  influential  and  leading  citizens 
of  the  communit}-,  a  man  deeply-  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  the  neighborhood,  and  does  all  in  his 
power  for  its  advancement  and  upbuilding.  He 
is  also  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity, and  his  success  in  life  is  well  deserved. 

ylLLIAM  H.  DOZA,  a  son  of  William  Doza, 
was  born  September  12,  1852,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Grand  Coole3',  two  miles  east  of 
Dozaville,  where  the  family-  then  resided.  He  well 
remembers  when  there  w.as  water  in  the  Grand 
Cooley  and  fine  fishing  where  is  now  dry  land 
under  cultivation,  the  fine  old  forest  that  once 
lined  its  banks  having  disappeared  and  given  place 
to  smiling  fields  of  whe.at  and  corn.  William  H. 
was  about  five  or  six  years  of  age  when  his  father 
removed  to  his  present  home  a  half-mile  north  of 
Dozaville,  and  well  remembers  when  the  fine  farm 
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was  still  all  in  timber.  So  small  was  he  tliat  once 
in  going  'coon  liuuling  he  was  carried  on  their 
man's  slioulder. 

Our  subject's  education  was  secured  in  the 
school  a  mile  nortli  of  Dozavillc.  The  first  build- 
ing was  constructed  of  lugs  and  w.is  later  replaced 
by  a  frame  structure,  which  is  now  the  residence 
of  .1.  G.  I'lUrch.  A  short  time  at  Cape  (iirardeau 
completed  his  education  so  far  as  schools  go,  but 
in  the  school  of  experience  in  the  affairs  of  men, 
he  has  made  a  place  for  himself  sucii  as  few  of  his 
colleagues  have  done.  When  twenty  years  of  age 
he  took  a  triji  to  Colorado  for  his  health,  which 
has  never  been  good.  lie  remained  some  eight 
months,  visiting  San  Leonis  Valley,  Pueblo,  and 
Wet  Mountain  Vallej',  near  the  postofllce,  Ula, 
where  he  worked  for  a  stockman  on  his  horse  and 
cattle  ranch. 

During  the  holiday's  of  1871  our  young  traveler 
reached  home  and  began  farming  on  his  own  ac- 
count, working  for  his  father  when  his  own  crops 
did  not  demand  his  time.  After  two  years  thus 
occupied,  in  the  spring  of  I.STO,  Mr.  l)o/a  and  two 
neighbors  started  for  California,  leaving  home  on 
the  25th  of  March.  This  trip  to  the  west  occupied 
a  year,  (ioing  first  to  Los  Angeles  and  then  on 
down  .as  far  as  San  Diego,  where  they  remained 
but  a  short  time,  our  travelers  set  out  for  Port- 
land, Oregon.  Then  they  worked  for  two  months 
on  a  farm  near  that  pl.ace.  It  was  on  the  trip  from 
San  Francisco  to  Portl.and  that  our  subject  first 
experienced  a  sail  on  the  ocean  and  the  delights  of 
mal  de  nicf. 

After  three  months  in  Oregon  our  travelers  re- 
turned to  .San  Francisco  and  went  out  to  Antioch, 
a  small  town  nearby,  and  worked  some  days  for  a 
thresherman,  running  the  engine.  While  in  this 
situation,  Mr.  Doza  met  a  Mr.  Veale  from  St. 
Clair  County,  HI.,  who  took  a  fancy  to  William 
and  invited  him  to  make  his  home  with  him  while 
there.  lie  also  secured  an  agreealile  situation  for 
him  on  levee  work  at  (J rand  Island,  in  which  po- 
sition he  continued  for  six  months.  After  finish- 
ing the  levee  work  he  returned  home,  bought  a 
team,  and  in  conii)an3'  with  his  father  conducted 
farming  operations  and  |)urchased  a  threshing  ma- 
chine, which  they  operated  in  common. 


William  U.  remained  under  his  father's  roof 
until  the  time  of  his  marriage,  which  took  place 
October  21,  1884.  The  bride  was  Maggie  E., 
daughter  of  Eli  and  Mary  (Carpelspin)  linger, 
natives  of  Kask.askia  Point.  ller  birth  took 
place  in  March,  181^4.  Mrs.  Doza  was  second  in 
order  of  birth  of  a  family  of  three  children  born 
to  her  |)aients.  To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have 
been  born  live  children,  as  follows:  Mary  E.,  Ray- 
mond B.,  Ada  F.,  Leon  G.  and  Alma  E. 

Mr.  Doza  has  operated  (luitc  extensively  for  a 
St.  Louis  firm,  sending  out  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
barge  loads  from  near  Dozaville,  and  one  year 
rafted  logs  from  up  the  Missouri  near  St.  Charles, 
lie  has  also  supplied  large  quantities  of  piling  for 
the  Government  contractors  for  use  in  improving 
the  Mississippi.  He  is  operating  altogether  aliout 
one  hundred  and  eighty  acres  of  land.  Mr.  Doza 
is  a  stirring  business  man,alwaj's  keeping  some- 
thing for  his  hand  to  do.  His  experience  in  Cal- 
ifornia made  him  a  suitable  person  to  take  charge 
as  foreman  of  the  extension  levee  work  done  near 
Dozaville  in  the  winter  of  1893-94,  of  which  he 
was  also  one  of  the  Directors. 

In  public  affairs  Mr.  Doza  has  served  as  Consta- 
ble, was  School  Director  for  a  number  of  years, 
and  also  Road  Commissioner,  which  place  he  has 
recentlj-  resigned.  In  the  spring  of  1892  he  se- 
cured a  piece  of  land  near  Dozaville  and  pur- 
chased the  old  Governor  Bond  House  in  Kaskas- 
kia,  wrecked  it,  and  built  a  fine  brick  residence  in 
the  village  which  bears  his  father's  name.  Here 
he  makes  his  home,  surrounded  b^'  an  interesting 
family,  enjoj'ing  the  comforts  of  life.  He  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church 
of  Kaskaskia,  the  oldest  congregation  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  sup- 
porting the  principles  and  candidates  of  that  party. 
He  is  one  of  the  leading  men  on  the  Island  and  is 
respected  by  all  who  know  him. 


^  r»ILLIAM  B.  BUATTE,  who  for  many  years 
\/\/lf  ^^^  resided  in  Randolph  County  and  is 
\^^  now  serving  as  County'  Commissioner,  has 
the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  Illinois.  He  was 
born  in  Kaskaskia,  Randolph  County,  Jul}'  30, 
1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Felix    Huatte,  who  was   also 
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born  in  Kaskaskia.  The  family  is  of  French  de- 
scent and  was  the  second  family  that  located  in 
the  old  historic  town  in  which  our  subject  was 
born.  He  was  the  third  in  order  of  birth  in  a 
family  of  four  children.  His  mother  died  when 
he  was  only  two  years  old,  and  his  father  removed 
to  Iowa,  where  he  lived  for  nine  j'ears.  He  was 
four  times  married. 

Our  subject  attended  the  subscription  schools  of 
the  llawkeye  State,  and  after  the  return  of  the 
family  to  Kaskaskia,  there  completed  his  educa- 
tion. He  worked  on  a  farm  with  his  father  until 
fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  as  a  farm  hand.  In  that  way  he  earned 
his  livelihood  for  seven  years,  after  which  he  be- 
gan farming  for  himself.  His  time  and  attention 
have  since  been  devoted  to  that  pursuit,  and  his 
enterprise  and  industry,  together  with  his  well 
directed  efforts,  have  made  him  one  of  the  leading 
farmers  of  this  locality.  He  knew  the  old  time 
capital  in  the  days  of  its  prominence,  as  well  as 
after  the  Mississippi  had  largely  carried  it  away. 
His  family  was  among  the  first  pioneers  here,  and 
his  great-great-grandfather's  name  was  on  the  old 
bell  which  was  taken  to  the  World's  Fair  in  1893, 
among  the  Kaskaskia  exhibits. 

Mr.  Buatte  has  been  twice  married.  In  No- 
vember, 1871,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  (Dobbs)  Danis,  daughter  of  Jackson 
Dobbs,  of  Kaskaskia,  and  a  native  of  Georgia.  By 
their  union  were  born  six  children,  of  whom  three 
are  yet  living,  John  S.,  Robert  and  Hon.  William 
Bernard  Buatte.  The  mother  of  the  familj'  died 
in  November,  1891.  In  April,  1892,  the  father 
married  Mrs.  Margaret  (Caudle)  Milligan.  One 
child  graces  this  marriage,  Felix  Ulraont. 

Mr.  Buatte  holds  membership  with  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  his  wife  belongs  to  the  Bap- 
tist Chuich.  In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  having 
been  a  stalwart  supporter  of  that  party  since  at- 
taining his  majority.  He  has  been  honored  with 
a  number  of  public  positions,  has  held  school  and 
road  offices,  and  in  1890  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Democratic  party  as  County  Commissioner  for 
Randolph  County,  and  was  elected  by  a  handsome 
majority.  He  was  made  Chairman  of  the  Board, 
and   so  well  did   he  lill  the  office  that  at  the  con- 


vention in  Kaskaskia,  in  September,  1893,  he  was 
renominated  bj'  acclamation.  The  election  returns 
showed  him  to  be  the  successful  candidate,  and  when 
his  present  term  has  expired  he  will  have  held  the 
office  for  six  consecutive  years.  He  is  prompt  and 
faithful  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  and  is  filling 
the  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  satisfaction 
to  his  constituents.  He  is  always  true  to  a  trust, 
whether  public  or  private,  and  by  an  honorable, 
upright  life  he  has  won  the  confidence  and  high 
regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in 
contact.  In  his  business  relations  he  has  met  with 
success  and  is  now  a  substantial  citizen,  one  well 
worthy  of  representation  in  this  volume. 


1^  GRACE   W.  CLARKE,  a  well  known  citi- 
*'  zen  of  Murphysboro,  who  occupies  the  po- 
sition of  Division  Superintendent  of  the 

i^^  St.  Louis  Division  of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio 
Railroad,  was  born  on  the  27th  of  September,  1854, 
in  Cumberland,  Md.,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen 
entered  the  railw'a^'  service.  His  father,  who  is 
President  of  the  road,  has  through  life  been  con- 
nected with  this  work,  and  it  seemed  but  natural 
that  the  son  should  take  up  the  same  business. 

From  January,  1872,  until  1876,  Mr.  Clarke 
served  as  an  apprentice  in  the  machine  shops  of 
the  Northern  Central  Railroad,  and  from  1876  un- 
til 1877  he  was  clerk  in  the  draughtsman's  office 
of  the  Illinois  Central.  In  the  latter  year  he  be- 
came section  foreman  and  conductor  on  the  ditch- 
ing train  of  the  Chicago,  St.  Louis  <fe  New  Orleans 
Railroad,  and  in  1878  he  was  made  trainmaster  on 
the  same  road,  which  position  he  filled  for  five 
years.  From  1883  until  1884  he  was  Division 
Superintendent  of  the  Louisiana  Division  of  the 
Illinois  Central,  and  from  1884  until  the  1st  of 
August,  1886,  was  Assistant  Division  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Mississippi  Division  of  the  same  road. 
At  the  latter  date  Mr.  Clarke  succeeded  to  the 
office  of  Superintendent,  which  position  he  filled 
until  June  23,  1890,  when  he  entered  the  service 
of  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad  as  Superintendent. 
He  devotes  himself  uutiringl}'  to  his  work.  He  is 
also  interested  in  the  Clarke  &  Logan  Addition  to 
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Murphysboro,  and  is  connected  with  the  City  Na- 
tional Bank  as  a  stockliolder.  Pleasant  and  genial 
in  manner,  he  has  won  j)opularity  in  this  com- 
iminily  and  has  gained  a  wide  circle  of  warm 
friends. 

■ ^JBIP • 


V 


ILLIAM  MAKYS,  a  leading  merchant  and 
pron)inenl  husiiiess  man  residing  in  the 
W^'  village  of  Maeystown,  has  tiie  honor  of 
being  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  liis  hirtli  hav- 
ing occurred  near  Columbia  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1842.  His  parents,  Cieorge  and  Elizabeth  (Reanp) 
Macys,  were  both  natives  of  Germany,  and  by  their 
union  they  had  six  children,  two  of  whom  are  now 
deceased.  Those  yet  living  are  Jacob,  Henr}', 
Matilda  and  William.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  M.aeys  spent 
their  childhood  and  youlii  in  the  ?"atherland. 
They  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
were  highly'  respected  people.  A  record  of  their 
lives  appears  elsewhere  in  this  volume. 

No  event  of  si)ecial  importance  occurred  during 
the  boyhood  of  our  subject,  who  was  reared  in  the 
usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  attending  the  district 
schools  during  the  winter  months,  and  aiding  in 
the  labors  of  the  field  in  the  summer  season.  He 
continued  with  his  parents  until  eighteen  years  of 
age,  and  then  started  out  in  life  for  himself.  He 
first  earned  his  livelihood  by  working  as  a  farm 
band  for  ^7  per  month,  but  wishing  to  engage  in 
commercial  pursuits,  he  went  to  Red  Hud  in  1861 
and  there  began  clerking.  He  was  thus  employed 
in  Red  Bud  and  Maeystown  for  thirty  years,  being 
a  most  successful  salesman.  In  ISU.*?,  he  purchased 
the  store  of  which  he  is  now  proprietor  and  has 
since  been  doing  business  for  himself. 

In  1808,  Mr.  Maeys  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Christina  RilHe,  a  native  of  Monroe  County. 
Their  only  child  is  now  deceased,  and  Mrs.  Maeys 
died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty  yeare.  She  held 
merabership  with  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  1870, 
our  subject  was  again  married,  his  second  union 
bein"  with  Miss  .Margaret  Studt,  a  native  of  Ger- 
many. She  spent  her  maidenhood  days  in  that 
land  and  in  its  public  schools  acquired  a  good  edu- 
cation. In  18C7,  she  left  the  liomeof  her  girlhood, 
aud   with  her  sister  crossed  the  Atlantic  and  came 


direct  to  Monroe  County,  111.  By  this  union 
were  born  ten  children,  Anna  E.,  Jacob,  George, 
Bertha,  Caroline,  William,  Matilda,  Alvin  and  two 
now  dece.ised.  The  children  arc  attending  the 
Maeystown  school.  It  is  the  intention  of  their  par- 
ents to  give  them  good  educational  privileges  and 
thus  fit  them  for  life's  practical  duties.  The  fam- 
ily is  one  of  prominence  in  the  community,  the 
Maeys  home  is  the  abode  of  hospitality,  and  the 
members  of  the  household  rank  high  in  social 
circles. 

Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maeys  hold  membership 
with  the  Lutheran  Church  and  contribute  liherally 
to  its  support.  He  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party  and  does  all  in  his  power  to  insure  its  suc- 
cess. He  is  now  a  successful  merchant,  enjoying  a 
splendid  trade,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are 
numbered  among  the  highly  respected  citizens  of 
his  native  county. 


^P 


WS      place 


'f;  D.  KIM.MKL  is  a  noted  horseman  and 
iner  of  horses  of  Elkville,  near  which 
Lace  he  was  born  .September  13,  1862. 
His  parents,  David  and  Susan  Kiinmel,  are  num- 
bered among  the  honored  pioneers  of  this  locality. 
On  the  old  homestead  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
grew  to  manhood.  While  3'et  a  lad  he  often  sur- 
prised his  neighbors  by  his  superior  horsemanship. 
He  li.as  been  a  lover  of  the  noble  steed  from  early 
boyhood.  He  studied  their  habits  and  what  was 
best  adapted  to  their  welfare. 

Considering  the  animals  which  .Mr.  Kimmel  h.as 
had  under  his  training,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  he 
ma}'  well  be  classed  with  the  best  amateurs  of  the 
turf.  He  was  the  first  man  to  breed  a  standard- 
bred  horse  in  Jackson  County;  that  is,  starting 
with  a  common  breed  of  horses,  he  inbred  until 
the  offspring  was  eligible  to  registration  and  was 
accepted  and  registered  b^-  the  "  American  Trotting 
Register"  as  a  standard  trotting  animal.  He  was 
the  first  man  to  introduce  in  this  county  the  blood 
of  "Nutwood"  No.  600,  record  2:18^,  and  the  great- 
est living  sire,  the  sire  of  "Manager,"  2:06^,  and 
one  hundred  and  eight  other  standard  performers, 
through   his  grandson,  "Brockman,"   No.    18382, 
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which  he  bought  from  the  Montgomery  Stock  Farm, 
of  E.  W.  Barker,  St.  Bethlehem,  Tenn.,  in  1892.  He 
is  sired  by  "Sylvan"  Xo.  3667,  record  2:27^;  son  of 
"Nutwood,"  first  dam  "Cliquot"  bj'  "Nutbourne" 
No.  1399,  full  brother  to  "Nutwood,"  and  son  of 
"Miss  Russell,"  dam  of  "Maud  S."  2:08|,  etc. 

In  1884,  Mr.  Kimrael  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Mattie  Schwartz,  a  daughter  of  Edward 
Schwartz.  To  them  has  been  born  a  family  of  four 
children:  Maude,  deceased;  Mercie,  Lucj'and  Ned. 
They  reside  in  Elkville,  where  they  have  a  pleas- 
ant home  and  are  well  known  people. 


i^^^-|g-^~K 


^S^^;g-^ie^!g-Big^!S- 


(A  lilLLIAM  LEMEN.  who  for  some  years  has 
\rJ/l  successfully  engaged  in  school  teaching, 
\^^  and  is  now  a  well  known  and  highly  re- 
spected citizen  of  Burksville,  is  numbered  among 
the  native  sons  of  Monroe  County.  His  parents, 
Josiah  and  Susan  A.  (Bales)  Lemen,  were  also  born 
in  Illinois.  In  the  public  schools  the  father  ac- 
quired his  early  education,  wiiich  was  supplemented 
by  a  college  course.  He  remained  at  home  until 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Bales  in  1851.  To  them 
were  born  six  children,  Lewis,  AVilliam,  Albert, 
Jennie,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Lemen  purchased  the 
old  homestead,  and  carried  on  farming  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  September  27,  1875.  He 
held  the  office  of  Scliool  Director,  and  also  served 
as  election  judge,  lie  exercised  liis  right  of  fran- 
chise in  support  of  the  Republican  part}'.  In 
every  duty  of  life  he  was  thoroughly  conscien- 
tious, and  was  a  kind  father,  true  husband  and 
loyal  citizen.  His  wife  held  memtership  with  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  died  in  that  faith  December 
7,  1863. 

The  great-grandfather  of  our  subject  built  the 
first  brick  house  west  of  the  Ohio  River.  One 
evening,  as  Captain  Dent,  the  father-in-law  of 
General  Grant,  was  on  his  wa}'  home,  night  over- 
took him,  and  he  came  to  this  house  seeking  shel- 
ter. The  lady,  a  very  kind-hearted  woman,  who 
was  then  at  home  alone,  consented  to  allow  him  to 
remain.  The  family  consisted  of  father,  mother 
and  seven  sons,  all  of  whom   were  grown  young 


men,  large  and  robust.  As  night  drew  near,  the 
sons  came  home  after  a  day's  hunt.  Captain  Dent 
trembled  as  he  saw  them  enter,  their  hands  and 
clothes  covered  with  blood,  for  he  thought  he  was 
at  the  mercy  of  a  gang  of  robbers.  The  father 
soon  inquired  of  the  boj'S  concerning  their  success 
and  was  answered,  "AVe  laid  one  cold."  This 
frightened  the  Captain  more  than  ever;  he  feared 
these  were  his  last  moments  on  earth,  and  he 
would  never  see  his  home  and  famil}'  again.  The 
evening  to  liim  p.issed  slowly  awaj-,  and  at  last 
the  hour  of  retiring  drew  near.  The  old  gentle- 
man remarked,  "Well  I  guess  its  time,"  but  did  not 
say  time  for  what.  He  walked  to  the  fireplace  and 
reached  above  the  mantle-piece,  where  hung  a 
large  rifle,  but  instead  of  the  rifle,  as  was  looked 
for  by  the  traveler,  he  took  the  faniilv  Bible  and 
commenced  the  evening  worship.  The  Captain's 
relief  ma}'  be  imagined  when  he  found  that  in- 
stead of  being  among  a  gang  of  robbers,  he  was  in 
a  home  of  ministers,  for  the  seven  sons  were  all 
preachers. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  historj-  of  Will- 
iam Lemen,  who  was  educated  in  a  high  school  of 
Monroe  County,  and  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads.  Having  ar- 
rived at  years  of  maturity,  he  chose  as  a  compan 
ion  and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Louisa  E. 
Briegel.  By  their  marriage  was  born  one  child,  a 
girl,  Ilulda  E.,  who  is  the  light  and  joy  of  the  par- 
ents' home.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lemen  have  alwa^ys  re- 
sided on  the  old  Lemen  homestead,  which  is  car- 
ried on  by  our  subject,  who,  in  addition  to  his 
farm  labor,  spends  eight  months  of  the  year  in 
teaching  school.  He  has  alwa3's  been  a  close  stu- 
dent, and  has  spent  much  of  his  leisure  time  in 
deep  research  in  various  directions.  He  began 
teaching  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  and  has  fol- 
lowed the  profession  for  twelve  years,  becoming  a 
most  capable  instructor.  He  also  has  two  broth- 
ers who  are  engaged  in  school  teaching.  He  was 
also  for  four  years  engaged  in  operating  a  saw- 
mill, operated  a  threshing  machine  for  twelve 
years,  and  was  the  founder  of  Lemen  Station,  on 
the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Lemen  has  been  a  stalwart   Re- 
publican since  casting  his  first  Presidential  vote 
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for  R.  B.  Hayes.  He  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Mu- 
tual Benefit  Association,  and  is  a  man  whose  many 
exci'lleiieifs  of  cliaracter  have  gained  liim  bigh  re- 
gard througliout  tlie  community.  By  his  industry 
and  enterprise  lie  lias  made  for  his  family  a  fine 
home.  He  carries  forward  to  a  successful  comple- 
tion whatever  he  undertakes,  and  lias  therefore 
won  a  i)rominenl  pLicc  among  the  leading  farmers 
and  teachers  of  the  county. 


IIARLES  II.  SUNDMACHER,  one  of  the 
self-mado  men  of  .lackson  Count_v  and  a 
leading  attorne^'-at-law  of  ]Mur|)hysboro,  is 
a  native  of  the  neighboring  state  of  Missouri,  his 
birth  having  occurred  in  St.  Louis,  .July  2.5,  1857. 
His  father,  Ferdinand  Sundmacher,  was  a  native 
of  Germany  and  a  carpenter  by  trade.  When  a 
young  man  he  came  to  the  United  States,  locat- 
ing in  .St.  Louis,  where  he  followed  carpentering 
for  some  time.  During  the  war  he  carried  on 
farming  near  l)c  Soto,  .Jefferson  Countj-,  Mo.,  and 
in  1865  went  to  Belleville,  St.  Clair  County',  III. 
Two  years  later  he  came  to  Murphysboro,  where 
he  was  engaged  as  a  carpenter  for  some  time,  but 
is  now  living  retired.  His  wife,  Mrs.  Mary  (Bo- 
deker)  Sundmacher,  was  born  in  the  Fatherland, 
and  during  her  infancy"  was  brought  by  her  par- 
ents to  America.  She  died  in  Murphysboro  at  the 
age  of  forty,  leaving  one  son  and  two  daughters. 
The  former,  Charles  II.,  was  a  lad  of  only  ten 
gumnicrs  when  he  located  in  Murphysboro.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  until  fifteen  j-ears  of 
age  and  then  went  to  the  west,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  mining  and  pros|)CCting  in  the  moun- 
tains of  California  in  various  places  on  the  coast. 
He  was  in  a  number  of  states  beyond  the  Missis- 
sippi from  1872  until  1882.  The  following  year 
however,  he  made  a  permanent  location  in  Mur- 
physboro, and  began  reading  law  under  the  di- 
rection of  George  W.  Smith,  Member  of  Congress. 
He  has  since  engaged  in  practice,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  the  Bar  in  Mt.  Vernon  in  1887.  In  the 
si)ring  of  1885  he  was  elected  City  Attorney,  and 
after  faithfully  filling  that  office  for  a  terra  of 
two  years  was  re-elected,  in  1887.     He  was  one  of 


the  revisers  of  the  city  ordinances  of  .Miii|ihys- 
boro,  and,  in  connection  with  H.  .1.  Stephens,  pre- 
pared the  copy  for  the  press,  a  work  of  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty-four  pages. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Sundniaclier  and  Miss  Mag- 
gie Blue  was  celebrated  in  AIurph3»lporo  in  1887. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Kentucky,  but  her  girlhood 
days  were  spent  in  Williamson  County,  111.  They 
have  a  little  daughter,  Mary. 

Our  subject  takes  considerable  interest  in  civic 
societies,  is  a  member  of  Amity  Lodge,  I.  ().  ().  F., 
and  the  encauipmcnl,  and  is  a  very  prominent 
Mason.  He  belongs  to  the  blue  lodge  and  chap- 
ter of  Murphysboro,  being  Past  High  Priest  of  the 
latter;  to  the  Knight  Templar  Commandery  of 
Cairo;  and  the  Jledina  Temple  of  the  Mystic 
Shrine  and  tlic  Oriental  Consistory,  both  of  Chi- 
cago, having  attained  the  thirty -second  degree.  He 
has  served  as  representative  to  the  Grand  Chap- 
ter of  the  state.  He  also  belongs  to  the  Knights 
of  Pythias.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Demo- 
crat. His  service  as  City  Attorney  gave  great 
satisfaction,  and  in  this  community  he  is  recog- 
nized as  a  lawyer  of  ability,  who  is  rapidly  win- 
ning a  prominent  place  among  his  professional 
brethren.  In  .lanuary,  1894.  he  was  one  of  the 
corporators  of  the  Logan  Investment  Company 
of  Murphysboro,  of  which  he  is  now  manager. 


*   *WV^  ^Tre^  TftCT  ^'■*^  ^^^^  ^yiv*   -V"^^.   *^t^  ^7*'fc^ 


\^f    aie  cultivating  a  pi 
VW      Old  Kaskaskia,  Ranc 


^ILLIAM  CARLILE.  Among  the  men  who 
portion  of  the  soil  of 
idolph  County,  to  good 
advantage  is  the  gentleman  above  named,  whose 
pleasant  home  is  located  on  lot  4,  third  sub-division 
of  Kaskaskia  Commons.  Like  manj'  of  the  most 
progressive  citizens  of  this  section, our  subject  is  a 
native  of  this  count}-,  having  been  born  near  Ches- 
ter, July  15,  1857.  He  is  the  son  of  James  and 
Mary  (Shark)  Carlile.  who  were  born  in  Paisley, 
Scotland. 

William  Carlile,  of  this  sketch,  prosecuted  his 
studies  in  the  Fleming  schoolhouse,  located  some 
five  miles  from  Chester,  near  where  his  father  was 
operating  a  farm.  He  remained  under  the  parental 
roof  and  aided  in  cultivating  the  home  place  un- 
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til  reaching  his  majority,  when  he  started  out  to 
begin  the  battle  of  life  on  liis  own  account.  He 
first  began  farming  on  Kaskaskia  Commons,  which 
has  been  the  scene  of  his  operations  ever  since, 
with  the  exception  of  one  year,  when  he  put  in  a 
crop  on  the  hills.  He  is  now  cultivating  a  tract  of 
fifty-seven  acres,  liaviug  a  fifty-year  lease  on  the 
old  commons,  where  he  has  planted  a  young  or- 
chard and  made  many  other  valuable  improve- 
ments. 

August  28,  1883,  our  subject  was  married  to 
Miss  Olive,  daughter  of  Robert  E.  and  Mary  B. 
(Carpenter)  Phillip,  natives  respectively  of  Vigo 
County,  Ind.,  and  Old  Kaskaskia,  this  county.  Six 
children  have  come  to  brighten  their  home,  as  fol- 
lows: Willie,  May,  Edward  and  Edna  L.  (twins), 
Harry  and  Sadie.  May  and  Edward  are  deceased. 
Mrs.  Carlile  is  a  working  member  of  the  Mission- 
ary Baptist  Church  and  is  a  most  excellent  lady.  In 
politics  our  subject  always  votes  the  straight 
Democratic  ticket,  and  in  every  enterprise  to 
whicli  he  gives  his  support  he  maintains  a  deep 
and  unwavering  interest. 


jP^  AMUEL  HARRIS.     The    agricultural  dis- 
^^^^     tricts  of  this  arreat  commonwealth  are  the 
|ft/\)|)  iiomes  of  man}-  worthy  men    whose   lives 
have    been   spent  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
win  the  respect  of  their  associates,  while  their  well 
directed  efforts  have  resulted  in  comfortable  homes 
and    valuable   properties.     In    Randolph    Count3' 
representatives  of  this  class  may  be  found  in  large 
numbers,  and  one  of  them  is  he  whose  biographical 
record  is  outlined  in  these  paragraphs.     His  home 
is  located    in  township  (5,  range  5,  where  he  has  a 
thoroughly  tilled  farm,  improved  by  such   build- 
ings as  are  made    necessary   by  the    extent  of  his 
work. 

Born  in  Randolph  County,  III.,  October  1,  1856, 
our  subject  is  the  fourth  surviving  son  of  John 
and  Amanda  (Threlkel)  Harris,  natives  of  Ken- 
tucky, who,  coming  to  Illinois  in  an  early  day,  set- 
tled five  miles  west  of  Steeleville,  Randolph 
County.  Mr.  Harris  became  one  of  the  most 
prominent  farmers  of  the  county,  and  his  death 


in  1872  was  universally  mouiued  by  the  people 
of  this  community.  His  wife  passed  away  De- 
cember 31,  1883.  Members  of  the  Harris  and 
Threlkel  families  were  among  the  very  earliest 
settlers  of  Randolph  County,  and  east  of  Kaskas- 
kia, near  Percy,  there  still  stands  a  building 
erected  by  Mr.  Threlkel  that  has  the  distinc- 
tion of  liaving  been  one  among  the  first  struct- 
ures built  in  Randolph  Count3'. 

Alternating  attendance  at  the  district  school 
with  work  on  the  home  farm,  Samuel  Harris  passed 
the  days  of  boyhood.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
he  enjoyed  the  privilege  of  attending  school  for 
one  3'ear  at  Chester,  and  two  years  later  he  en- 
tered the  college  at  Lebanon,  III.,  where  he  pros- 
ecuted his  studies  for  about  two  years.  While 
at  Lebanon  his  health  failed,  and  for  four  years 
he  was  an  invalid.  Hoping  to  regain  the  vigor 
of  foiracr  years,  he  went  to  Colorado  and  spent 
one  year  recuperating.  Then  he  returned  to 
Steeleville  and  with  E.  M.  Harris  embarked  in 
the  meat  business,  which  he  followed  for  five 
j'ears.  Later  he  engaged  in  the  grain  and  feed 
business  for  one  and  one-half  yeacs. 

On  account  of  ill  health  Mr.  Harris  was  once 
more  obliged  to  seek  the  western  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  for  a  year  he  traveled  and  ul- 
timately succeeded  in  regaining  strength.  In  the 
spring  of  1883  he  settled  on  the  farm  where  he 
has  since  resided,  engaged  in  mixed  farming  and 
stock-raising.  He  is  one  of  the  moneyed  men  of 
the  county,  and  is  prominently  identified  with 
many  of  the  most  ira])ortant  enterprises  of  the  com- 
munity'. In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat,  but  has 
never  aspired  to  office,  although  he  has  been  chosen 
to  serve  as  School  Director  and  Constable.  Socially 
he  is  connected  with  Alma  Lodge  No.  -197,  A.  F. 
<fe  A.  M.,  at  Steeleville. 

In  the  si)ring  of  1883  Mr.  Harris  married  Miss 
Elizabeth  Hoke,  who  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  III.,  and  for  some  time  prior  to  her  mar- 
riage engaged  in  teaching  school  in  Washington 
and  Randolph  Counties.  Her  parents,  George  T. 
and  Rebecca  (Fulton)  Hoke,  natives  respectivelj' 
of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  are  both  living,  and  will 
in  October,  1894,  celebrate  their  golden  wedding 
anniversary.     The  Fulton  faniil3-  came  from  New 
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Hampshire,  while  the  Hokes  were  residents  of 
Pennsylvania  for  several  generations.  Mrs.  Harris 
is  a  member  of  the  Metiiodist  Church,  and  her  two 
children,  Samuel  L.  and  Murray  Hoke,  are  attend- 
ants at  the  Sunday-school. 
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)ARRKIT  I'.  HARMON  was  born  near  Tal- 
^,  estine,  Randolph  County,  111.,  on  the  1st  of 
''E>Di|/  I'chrnary,  1841,  and  was  a  son  of  George 
•^  and  Mary  (Caudle)  Harmon.  His  father 
was  born  in  South  Carolina,  and  when  a  young 
man  came  with  his  jjurcnts  to  Illinois.  He  was  a 
cooper  by  tra(ie  and  followed  that  business  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  later  in  life  he  turned  his  at- 
tention to  farming,  wiiich  he  continued  until  his 
dcati).  He  was  a  successful  agriculturist  and  ac- 
quired a  comfortable  competence.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  onl}-  three  years. 

B.  r.  Hai-mon  was  reared  in  tiie  usual  manner  of 
farmer  lads.  He  acquired  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  wliich  he  attended  through  the  winter 
season,  while  in  the  summer  months  lie  aided  in 
the  labors  of  the  field.  He  continued  to  give  his 
fatlier  the  benefit  of  his  services  until  lie  had  at- 
tained his  majority,  when  he  started  out  in  life 
for  himself  and  followed  the  pursuit  to  which  he 
was  reared.  He  made  farming  his  life  work,  de- 
voting his  energies  to  no  other  pursuit.  His  place 
was  always  neat  and  thrifty  in  appearance,  and  its 
well  tilled  fields  and  the  many  improvements  seen 
thereon  indicated  the  careful  supervision  of  the 
owner. 

On  the  301I1  of  August,  IH(J1,  Mr.  Harmon  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Marjie  C.  Jones, 
daughter  of  Armstead  and  Sarena  J.  (Garner) 
Jones.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Tennessee,  and 
her  mother  was  born  in  this  county.  Our  subject 
and  his  wife  became  the  parents  of  a  family- of  eight 
children,  but  Sarena,  the  .second  child,  died  after 
reaching  womanhood.  Tliyse  still  living  are, 
Charles,  who  married  Harriet  Hunt  and  lives  on  a 
farm  near  Kllis  Grove;  Lizzie,  wife  of  W.  H. 
Haynes,  a  iirominent  young  man  of  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, III.;  Carroll,  Arthur  G., Emma  J.,  Olive  \.  and 


Barrett  R.,  all  of  whom  arc  still  with  their  iiiolher 
on  the  old  homestead. 

Eor  seven  years  prior  to  his  death,  Mr.  Harmon 
was  in  poor  health.  He  made  two  tri|)s  to  Calilor- 
nia  in  the  hope  of  being  benefited  thereby,  and 
also  went  to  Kansas  for  the  same  purpose,  but  to 
no  avail.  In  politics,  he  was  a  stanch  Democrat, 
and  held  school  otliccs  for  a  number  of  years.  Ik- 
was  also  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  twelve  years,  and 
his  faithfulness  to  duty  is  indicated  by  his  long 
continued  service.  Socially,  he  was  connected 
witli  Kaskaskia  Lodge  No.  86,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.  He 
and  his  wife  were  for  many  years  connected  with 
the  Methodist  Church,  l)ut  afterwards  became  con- 
verted to  the  belief  of  Christian  Science.  He  was 
a  true  and  loyal  citizen,  a  faithful  neighbor  and 
friend  and  a  kind  and  loving  husband  and  father, 
and  throughout  the  community  in  which  he  lived 
his  death  was  widely  and  deejily  mourned.  His 
wife,  who  possesses  many  excellencies  of  character 
and  is  held  in  high  regard,  still  resides  with  her 
children  on  the  old  homestead. 


DWARD  C.  RENDELL,  chief  clerk  for  the 
Superintendent  of  the  St.  Louis  Division  of 
-J]  the  Mobile  A  t)liio  Railroad,  is  a  pleasant 
and  affable  gentleman,  and  is  tlioroughly  conver- 
sant with  eveiy  detail  of  the  railroad  business. 
He  was  born  in  Petersburg,  A'a.,  October  1,  1863, 
and  is  a  son  of  I.  J.  Rendell,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  the  vicinity  of  Bangor,  Me.  The  father,  who 
was  a  locomotive  engineer  by  trade,  w.is  in  tlie 
emploj'  of  various  roads  at  different  times,  and 
during  the  Civil  War  ran  an  engine  for  the  Fnion 
army  in  ^■irginia.  At  the  close  of  the  Rebellion 
he  went  to  Mississippi,  where  ho  ran  an  engine  on 
the  old  Mississippi  Central  Railroad.  After  resid- 
ing for  a  time  in  Jackson,  Tenn.,  he  came  to 
Cairo,  III.,  in  1878,  and  was  general  foreman  for 
the  old  Chicago,  St.  Louis  it  New  Orleans,  now  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad.  His  death  occurred  in 
1888. 

Our  subject's  mother,  whose  maiden  name  wa.s 
Ella  Newsome,  was  born  in  Petersburg,  Va.,  where 
her  father,  F.  P.  Newsome,  was  a  tailor.     She  now 
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makes  her  home  with  our  subject.  Of  the  family, 
two  brothers  and  three  sisters  are  deceased,  while 
one  son  and  one  daughter  are  living.  Edward  C. 
was  reared  in  Mississippi  and  at  Jackson,  Tenn., 
where  he  was  a  student  in  the  common  schools. 
In  1878  he  removed  to  Cairo,  where  he  prosecuted 
his  studies  in  the  liigh  school.  Me  was  also  a  stu- 
dent in  the  Clinton  Baptist  College,  at  Clinton, 
Ky.,  for  two  years. 

In  the  meantime,  as  early  as  1880,  Mr.  Rendell 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
way Company  and  ran  a  stationary  engine  at 
East  Cairo,  Ky.,  where  he  continued  until  1888. 
He  then  took  his  father's  place  as  general  foreman, 
and  after  two  months  was  relieved  by  A.  B.  Min- 
ton.  Later  he  accepted  a  clerkship  with  W.  H. 
Clark,  at  Jackson,  Tenn.,  where  he  was  Division 
Superintendent  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad, 
remaining  in  that  position  until  June  of  1890, 
since  which  time  he  has  been  at  Murphysboro  as 
Mr.  Clark's  chief  clerk.  Socially,  he  is  identified 
with  the  Uniformed  Rank,  K.  of  P.,  at  Cairo,  and 
in  his  political  belief  he  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  a 
■  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  is  an  ear- 
nest and  active  worker  in  that  denomination. 


-<-««^^=#H-l-- 


WiILLIAlSI  II.  SMITH,  Chairman  of  the  Coun- 
ty Board  of  Commissioners,  and  one  of 
the  prominent  and  most  highly  respected' 
citizens  of  Perry  County,  makes  liis  home  in 
Pinckneyville.  As  he  is  so  widely  and  favora- 
bly known,  we  feel  assured  that  many  of  our  read- 
ers will  receive  with  interest  this  record  of  his  life 
work.  His  career  has  been  an  honorable  and  up- 
right one,  well  worth}'  of  eiiuilation. 

Mr.  Smith  was  born  in  Kentucky,  October  30, 
1835.  His  father's  name  was  Willis,  and  the  grand- 
father bore  the  name  of  William  Smith.  The  for- 
mer was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  latter  of 
South  Carolina,  whence  he  removed  in  an  early 
day  to  Kentuck}'.  When  our  subject  was  only 
About  four  years  of  age,  his  parents  came  to  Perry 
Count}',  settling  three  miles  from  Pinckneyville. 
His  father  was  for  several  years  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  and  was  a  leading  citizen  of  the  community. 


He  died  when  his  son  William  was  only  fourteen 
years  of  age.  His  wife  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Phoebe  Taylor,  and  was  also  a  native  of  Kentucky. 
Her  father,  Ilenr}-  Taylor,  was  a  fanner,  and  emi- 
grating to  Pen-}'  County,  here  spent  his  last  days. 
After  the  death  of  his  father,  his  mother  was  again 
married,  and  died  in  this  count}-.  Our  subject 
was  the  only  son  in  the  Smith  family,  but  had  five 
sisters,  of  whom  four  are  still  living:  Ruth  Eliza- 
beth, wife  of  Valentine  McClurkin,  who  resides 
two  miles  north  of  Pinckneyville;  Louisa,  who 
weilded  Archie  McClurkin,  and  is  living  in  this 
county;  Josephine,  who  is  now  Mrs.  Vinyard,  a 
widow;  and  Mrs.  Julia  A.  Taylor,  who  resides  in 
Tamaroa. 

The  subject  of  tliis  record  spent  his  early  youth 
upon  his  father's  farm,  and  in  earl}'  life  attended 
the  public  schools,  but  after  his  father's  death  he 
began  earning  his  own  livelihood  by  working  as  a 
farm  hand  by  the  month,  lie  chose  as  a  compan- 
ion and  helpmate  on  life's  journey  Miss  Margaret 
J.  Davis,  the  marriage  being  celebrated  in  1857. 
The  lady  was  born  in  Perry  County,  where  her 
father,  William  Davis,  had  settled  in  pioneer  days. 
Eleven  children  graced  this  union,  of  whom  seven 
are  now  living:  Crede  P., a  farmer  living  near  Pinck- 
neyville; Lavancha  A.,  wife  of  Monford  Lemon, 
of  Pinckneyville;  William  W.,  who  carries  on  his 
father's  farm;  Julia  A.,  wife  of  John  II.  Miller, 
who  is  also  living  on  the  home  farm;  Charles,  who 
is  engaged  in  business  witii  his  father;  Harry  E. 
and  Scott,  who  complete  the  family. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Smith  rented  a  farm  on 
the  Pinckneyville  and  Nashville  road,  but  in  a  short 
time  purchased  land,  to  which  lie  has  added  from 
time  to  time,  until  he  now  owns  one  of  the  fine 
farms  of  the  county.  It  comprises  three  hundred 
and  forty  acres  of  valuable  land,  and  is  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  also  owns  consider- 
able property  in  Pinckneyville,  including  his  com- 
fortable home  and  his  store,  for  he  is  a  dealer  in 
farm  machinery,  and  along  that  line  is  doing  a 
good  business.  He,  has  pros])ered  in  his  under- 
takings, and  his  industry  and  enterprise  have 
brought  him  a  handsome  competence. 

Mr.  Smith  is  now  serving  his  third  year  as 
County  Commissioner,  and  at  this  writing  is  Chair- 
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man  of  the  Board.  He  takes  quite  an  active  part 
in  local  politics,  .and  supports  the  Democratic 
party,  of  wiiosc  principles  he  is  u  warm  advocate. 
Both  he  and  his  wife  arc  active  workers  and  faith- 
ful members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  in  which  Mr. 
Smith  serves  as  Deacon.  Moth  have  a  host  of 
warm  friends  in  this  coinnuinit^',  and  have  the 
confidence  and  hi"h  resrard  of  all. 


•S^ 
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^p^USTAVUS  PAPK,  a  native  of  Prussian  West- 
III  J— _  phalia,  was  born  in  the  city  of  Ilirschherg, 
'^^y^l  January  18,  IS'id.  Ho  is  a  son  of  Caspar 
Antoinc  and  Therese  (Ilillebraiidt)  I'ape,  both  of 
whom  were  Prussians.  The  former  was  born  in 
1789,  and  the  latter  about  ten  years  later.  To 
them  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  second  m  order  of  birlii.  Tiiere  were  a 
half-brother  and  half-sister  born  of  a  former  mar- 
riai;e  of  our  subject's  father.  Of  this  family  of 
nine,  onl^-  three  remain,  our  subject  and  two  sis- 
ters younger  than  he. 

While  in  the  Old  Country  Caspar  Pape  held  oHi- 
cial  position  under  the  king,  as  did  his  fatlier  be- 
fore him,  the  latter  being  a  magistrate.  The  ma- 
ternal graiidfatlier  was  also  a  magistrate  in  earlier 
life,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  wiusa  privy  coun- 
cilor. He  came  to  his  deatli  while  out  on  a  hunt, 
being  shot  by  a  near-sighte<l  friend  wiio.  seeing  his 
deer  skin  pouch  tlirougli  the  bushes,  mistook  him 
for  a  deer  and  shot,  killing  him.  The  date  of  the 
marriage  of  our  subject's  parents  was  about  the 
year  1820.  They  emigrated  with  their  family  to 
America  in  the  spring  of  1834,  landing  in  Phila- 
del|)hia  after  a  passage  of  forty-nine  days  out  from 
Bremen,  their  port  of  departure  on  the  sailing-ves- 
sel "Champion."  From  the  vessel  their  goods  were 
moved  to  a  river  steamer,  l)y  which  they  journeyed 
to  Baltimore. 

After  a  week's  sojourn  at  Baltimore,  the  family 
traveled  to  Frederick  on  one  of  the  first  railroads 
in  the  countr}-;  the  coaches  were  of  the  old  fashioned 
kind,  each  one  having  a  seating  capacity  of  but 
six  or  eight.  From  Frederick  they  went  to  Cave- 
town,  a  small  place  near  Hagerstown,  where  they 
remained  a  month.  From  there  to  Wheeling,  W. 
30 


Va.,  they  progressed  by  the  freight  wagons  pl.ying 
across  the  Alleghanj-  Mountains,  a  trip  that  occu- 
pied a  week  or  ten  days.  At  AVheeling  our  travel- 
ers were  compelled  to  wait  a  week  fc>r  a  steamer  to 
take  them  to  Cincinnati,  the  water  being  so  low 
tiiat  boats  were  very  irregular. 

Rcslii|)ping  at  Cincinnati  on  another  steamer, 
no  more  delays  were  suflfered,  and  in  course  of 
time  the  family  were  disembarked  at  Kask.askia 
Landing  on  the  Mississippi,  op))osite  the  ancient 
town.  ]Mr.  Pape  was  a  propert}'  owner  in  the  Old 
Country,  and  disposing  of  his  possessions  the  year 
before  his  emigration,  was,  unlike  many  emigrants, 
in  comfortable  circumstances  when  he  reached  his 
new  home.  On  his  arrival  at  Kaskaskia,  he  bought 
the  Atkins  farm,  on  the  bluffs  of  the  (Jkavv,  about 
nine  miles  above  Kaskaskia.  Here  our  subject  re- 
sided until  the  dcatli  of  his  father,  in  September, 
1851,  when  the  family  scaltcied.  The  mother  de- 
parted this  life  in  1859,  at  the  house  of  one  of  her 
daughters  on  an  adjoining  farm,  and  her  body  and 
that  of  her  husband  lie  buried  on  the  farm  that 
was  for  so  many  years  their  home. 

After  the  death  of  his  father,  Gustavus  went  to 
St.  Louis  and  secured  a  clerkship  in  a  grocery 
store,  where  he  remained  three  years.  At  the  end 
of  that  time  he  came  to  Kaskaskia,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1854  took  a  position  with  and  clerked 
six  years  for  George  W.  Staley,  now  of  Chester. 
who  kept  a  general  store.  From  18C1  to  1865  our 
subject  was  in  partneiship  with  his  old  employer. 
Dissolving  |)artnersliip  at  that  lime,  Mr.  Pape  a 
year  later  purchased  a  l)uil(liiig  and  began  business 
for  himself,  in  which  he  has  continued  ever  since, 
and  by  careful  management  he  h.as  accumulated  a 
comfortable  fortune  to  keep  him  in  old  age.  Be- 
sides his  store  in  Kaskaskia,  he  has  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  acres  in  the  rich  bottom  lands  above  the 
"cut-oflf,"  and  a  tract  of  two  hundred  and  eighty 
acres  in  Perry  County. 

Owing  to  the   encroachment  of    the    river,  the 

town  is  fast  washing  away,  and  when  Mr.  Pape  may 

j    be  forced  to  move,  he  will  retire  from  active  busi- 

'   ness  and  take  life  easy  the  rest  of  his  da3's.     The 

building    in   which   he  conducts  his  business  and 

'    makes  his  home   is  the  oldest  brick  house  in  the 

state.     The  brick  from  which  it  was  made  was  man- 
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ufactured  in  Pittsburj^,  whence  it  was  transported 
on  keelboats  down  the  Ohio,  and  "cordelled"  up 
the  Mississippi  to  Chester,  and  thence  iiptlie  Okaw 
to  Kaskaskia  in  1803.  In  this  buihiing  tlie  first 
Territorial  Legislature  was  organized,  and  there 
its  first  sessions  were  held. 

November  30,  1867,  Mr.  Tape  was  married  to 
Mary  E.  Feaman,  a  native  of  Hardinsburg,  Ky., 
where  she  was  born  January  9,  1836.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Jeffries)  Fea- 
man, natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  respect- 
ively. The  two  childien  born  to  our  subject  and 
his  wife  died  in  infancy.  Mrs.  Pape  is  a  strict 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  as  wei-e  the 
parents  of  ]\Ir.  Pape,  wlio,  owing  to  the  distance 
from  a  place  of  worship  in  the  early  daj's  of  his 
life,  fell  away  from  the  church.  Socially,  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  frateririty,  holding  mem- 
bership in  the  blue  lodge  at  Ellis  Grove  and  the 
chapter  at  Chester.  In  politics  he  has  been  a  Dem- 
ocrat all  liis  life,  but  believes  in  voting  for  the  man 
ratlier  tlian  tlie  party.  Since  1872  he  has  been 
Postmaster  at  Kaskaskia,  holding  that  office 
through  all  the  changes  of  administration. 


ACOB  MAEYS,  one  of  the  most  prominent 
and  inthiential  farmers  of  Monroe  County, 
resides  in  the  village  of  Maeystown.  As 
iifj  he  is  so  widely  and  favorably  known  in 
this  community  we  feel  assured  that  tliis  record  of 
his  life  will  prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our 
readers,  and  therefore  gladly  give  it  a  place  in  this 
volume.  He  was  born  in  Germany  October  4, 
1828,  and  is  a  son  of  George  and  Elizabeth  (Reap) 
Maeys,  who  were  also  natives  of  that  country. 
Their  family  numbered  nine  children,  three  of 
whom  died  in  inf.anc}'.  The  others  were  Jacob, 
Henry,  Elizabeth,  Matilda,  Catherine  and  William. 
The  father  was  a  day  laborer  and  worked  hard  to 
support  his  family.  In  1832  he  came  with  them 
to  the  United  States,  hoping  to  thereby  better  his 
financial  condition.  He  first  located  in  Lancaster 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  worked  as  a  farm  hand  by 
the  day.  In  1841  he  removed  to  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
and   thence    came    to   Monroe    County,  111,     He 


rented  a  farm  near  Columbia  and  carried  on  agri- 
cultural pursuits  until  his  death,  which  occurred 
in  1845,  at  the  .Tgc  of  forty-five  years.  In  poli- 
tics he  was  a  supporter  of  Democratic  principles. 
His  wife  died  in  the  home  of  our  subject  when 
al)0ut  seventy-two  years  of  age.  She  was  a  mem- 
ber of   the  Lutheran   Church. 

Jacob  M.ae3s  was  only  four  years  of  age  when 
brought  by  his  parents  to  this  country.  lie  con- 
tinued to  live  with  them  throughout  their  lives, 
and  was  reared  and  educated  in  Pennsylvania. 
Although  his  school  privileges  were  quite  limited, 
he  has  been  a  great  reader  from  bo^liood  and  has 
thus  become  a  well  informed  man,  for  which  fact 
he  deserves  great  credit. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-five  Mr.  Maeys  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Barbara  Fisiier,  who  was 
Ijorn,  reared  and  educated  in  Germany  and  came 
with  her  parents  to  this  country  when  a  young 
lady  of  twenty  years,  the  family  settling  in  Mon- 
roe County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Maeys  became  the 
parents  of  five  children,  but  two  died  in  infancj'. 
Those  still  living  are  George,  Catherine  and  Eliza- 
beth. The  daughters  are  both  married.  The 
mother  of  this  family,  who  was  a  faithful  member 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  was  called  to  her  final 
rest  when  fiftj'-two  years  of  age.  Mr.  Maeys  after- 
wards wedded  Christina  Driemyer,  a  native  of 
German}-,  who  crossed  the  Atlantic  with  her  par- 
ents when  a  maiden  of  thirteen  summers  and 
became  a  resident  of  Perry  County,  111.  She  is  a 
most  estimable  lad^'  and  her  excellencies  of  charac- 
ter have  gained  for  her  many  friends.  Six  chil- 
dren were  born  to  this  union,  but  four  died  in 
infancy,  and  Henry  Edward  and  Charles  Care  the 
only  ones  now  living. 

Mr.  Maeys  began  life  for  himself  by  working  as 
a  farm  hand  in  Monroe  County  fOr  14  per  month. 
He  was  industrious,  economical  and  persevering, 
and  as  he  acquired  some  capital  he  made  judicious, 
investments  in  land  and  added  to  his  property 
from  time  to  time,  until  tiis  landed  possessions  now 
aggregate  about  two  thousand  acres.  He  also 
owns  other  property  and  securities  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  wealthiest  citizens  of  Monroe 
County,  a  position  he  has  attained  through  his. 
own  efforts.     He  certainly  deserves  greatiqredit  fo^ 
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his  success  in  life  and  his  example  may  well  serve 
to  encourage  others. 

In  his  political  views  Mr.  Mneys  is  :i  Democrat. 
He  has  licld  llio  ollicc  of  Count}-  Commissioner 
and  a  luimlier  of  other  local  positions,  the  duties 
of  wliich  he  has  ever  discliargod  witli  piomptiioss 
and  fidelity.  He  and  his  wife  are  faithful  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Chmcii.  He  has  justly  risen 
to  a  prominent  iiositioii  among  liis  fellow-towns- 
men, .-iiid  the  name  of  Maeys  is  inseparable 
from  the  history  of  the  eominunity. 


H"*»<— *• 


W  oris  HAMMKI{,  Alderman  from  the  Fourth 
I  (fe,  Ward,  and  a  prominent  clothier  of  Mui- 
i^'—^^.  ph3'sboro,  was  born  in  fUcioklyn,  N.  Y., 
December  IS),  18.55.  He  is  the  son  of  Monroe 
Ilaminer,  an  Kiiropean,  who  came  to  America  and 
resided  for  a  time  in  New  York.  About  1857  he 
came  to  Illinois  and  settled  in  Chester.  Thence, 
about,  three  years  later  he  went  to  Memphis,  Tenn., 
and  in  that  city  caiiied  on  a  store  during  the  war- 
He  died  there  of  ihe  yellow  fever  in  1873.  His^ 
wife,  Rosa  David,  who  was  born  in  I'osen,  died  in 
Little  Rock,  Ark. 

There  were  lluee  children  m  the  family',  two  of 
whom  attained  mature  years.  The  other  beside 
our  subject  is  Carrie,  the  wife  of  L.  Pahotski,  a 
grocer  of  Ft.  Smitii,  Ark.  Louis  was  reared  in 
Mem|)his,  where  he  received  his  education  in  the 
com inon  schools  and  the  conuiiercial  college.  After 
his  father's  death,  in  187.'i,  lie  took  charge  of  the 
mercantile  business,  which  he  conducted  until  1871, 
and  then  disposing  of  the  store,  came  to  Miir- 
]>hyslK)ro.  Shoitly  afterward  ho  opened  a  store 
at  Du  <^uoin,  where  he  engaged  in  the  dry-goods 
business  for  two  and  one-half  years.  Then  selling 
the  establishment  he  returned  to  Murpliysboro  and 
bought  an  interest  wilh  Samuel  Desbergor  in  the 
dry-goods  and  clothing  business. 

The  establishment  of  Desherger  \-  Co.,  was  lo- 
cated on  the  corner  of  Main  and  Chestnut  Streets, 
and  was  widely  and  favorably  known  as  one  of  the 
centers  of  trade  in  the  town.  In  the  year  188(5  the 
firm  name  was  changed  to  L.  llainnier  it  Co.,  Mr. 
Desherger  still  retaining  his  connection  with  the 


enterprise.  For  a  time  they  conducted  two  stores, 
the  "Famous"  and  the  "Union."  In  1891  Mr. 
Hammer  consolidated  llie  two  stores  into  one  large 
establisliinent,  located  in  the  Logan  Hloek.  Here 
he  has  a  double  store,  45x80  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  stocked  wilh  a  full  line  of  men's  furnishing 
goods,  hats,  caps  and  clothing.  The  stock  is  the 
largest  and  most  complete  in  southern  Illinois,  and 
the  firm  justly  enjoys  an  enviable  re|)utation  for 
reliability  of  dealings  and  courtesy  to  customers. 
They  have  the  exclusive  agency  in  southern  Illi- 
nois for  Schloss  Brothers,  merchant  tailors,  of  Bal- 
timore, Jld. 

In  Murpliysboro,  in  April  of  1S7'.I,  Mr.  Ilainmcr 
married  Miss  Jennie  Hammer,  who  was  l)orii  in  (ier- 
many,  but  grew  to  womanhood  in  Boston.  One 
child.  Manning,  has  blessed  their  union.  Mr.  Ham- 
mer is  a  charter  memljcrof  the  Hoard  of  Trade.  In 
the  spring  of  18il3  he  was  elected  AUterman  from 
the  Fourth  Ward  on  the  Democratic  ticket,  a  fact 
which  shows  his  popularity  with  the  people,  as 
that  ward  is  strongly  Republican.  He  has  served 
as  Chairman  of  the  Cemetery-  Committee  and  the 
^.Committee  on  Appropriations,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  Finance  Committee.  Socially'  he  allUiates 
with  Mt.  Carbon  Post  No.  434,1.  6.0.  F.,  belongs 
to  the  encanipinent,  and  is  a  charter  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  belonging  to  the  Uni- 
formed Rank. 


-=^^+^1 


GlKOKdK  N.  ALBON,  junior  partner  in  the 
-  lirm  of  Walker  A-  .\lbon,  dealers  in  general 
!  merchandise  at  De  Soto,  Jackson  County, 
was  born  in  Canada,  February  1,  1858,  and  is  the 
son  of  .lames  and  .Sarah  (Pickett)  Albon.  The 
father  is  a  native  of  England,  having  been  born  in 
Lincolnshire,  whence  he  emigrated  to  Canada  in 
1856.  He  was  a  miller  by  trade,  and  after  coming 
to  the  States,  in  1860,  located  in  this  county  and 
operated  the  De  Soto  Mill  for  about  five  years. 
Later  he  removed  to  Cairo,  and  on  again  returning 
to  De  Soto,  carried  on  the  mill  successfully  for 
ten  years  more. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  also  a  native  of  Eng- 
land, was  born  near  London  and  is  yet  living.    She 
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had  four  sons  and  four  daughters,  namely:  John; 
James  and  Sarah  (twins),  Lizzie,  George  N.,  Ger- 
trude, Freddie  and  Alice.  Our  subject  spent  the 
years  intervening  between  his  second  and  ninth 
years  in  Jackson  County,  and  was  then  taken  by 
his  parents  to  Cairo,  where  they  remained  for  four 
years.  Returning  to  De  Soto,  he  has  ever  since 
made  this  his  home.  His  education  was  prosecuted 
in  tlie  common  schools. 

When  reaching  his  fifteenth  year,  Mr.  Albon  was 
compelled  to  earn  his  own  living,  and  accepted  a 
clerkship  in  the  store  of  Henry  Heiple,  of  this  place, 
in  whose  employ  he  remained  for  two  years.  Later 
he  filled  a  similar  position  in  the  store  of  J.  M. 
Gutter,  also  in  De  Soto,  with  which  establishment 
he  continued  through  its  various  changes  until  he 
now  owns  a  one-lialf  interest  in  the  concern.  The 
elder  Mr.  Walker  having  died  in  1887,  the  widow 
was  given  his  interest  in  the  store,  and  the  busi- 
ness has  since  been  conducted  under  the  style  of 
Walker  &  Albon.  Mr.  Albon  has  been  continu- 
ously engaged  in  the  dry-goods  business  for  the 
last  eighteen  and  a-half  years,  and  during  that 
time  has  had  only  six  months  vacation  altogether. 
He  possesses  the  necessary  slirewdness  and  fore- 
thought to  be  successful  in  life,  and  is  classed 
among  the  prosperous  business  men  of  his  town- 
ship. The  establishment  is  neat  and  well  managed. 
The  firm  carries  a  stock  of  88,000,  and  does  an  an- 
nual business  of  ^30,000. 

For  the  past  two  j'ears  in  addition  to  his  other 
interests,  Mr.  Albon  has  been  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber trade  in  De  Soto,  which  he  is  conducting  on  a 
paying  basis.  The  ladj'  whom  he  married,  Febru- 
ary 7,  1881,  was  Miss  Blanche  Friedline,  who  was 
born  in  this  count}'  and  departed  this  life  March 
31,  1889.  She  had  a  faniilj'  of  three  children: 
Alice,  Lucile  and  Nellie,  of  whom  Lucile  is  the 
only  survivor. 

In  April,  1890,  our  subject  married  Miss  Abbie 
Walker,  and  63'  this  union  has  become  the  father 
of  two  children,  George  N.,  Jr.,  and  Arthur.  Mr. 
Albon  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the 
village,  and  has  served  on  the  School  Board  for 
six  years.  He  has  also  been  Village  Trustee  for 
three  years,  and  is  one  of  the  substantial  business 
men  of  the  place.     In  politics  he  uses  his  influence 


for  the  Democratic  party  and  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Hancock.  His  parents  were  members  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church,  but  he  and  his  wife  adhere  to  the 
doctrines  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Tliey  are  ex- 
tremely popular  in   the    neighborhood    and  much 


respected. 


^m(^ 


W  OHN  BROWN,  a   practical  and    progressive 

1  farmer  residing  on  section  5,  township  6, 
^^1  1  range  4,  Perry  County,  was  born  August  24, 
'i^Jf/  1844,  near  Glasgow,  Scotland,  and  is  a  son 
of  Allen  and  Ann  (Grey)  Brown.  Tlie  parents  were 
also  natives  of  that  count}-.  The  father  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  but  afterward  learned  and  followed 
the  carpenter's  trade.  At  length  he  determined  to 
seek  a  home  and  fortune  in  America,  and  in  1849 
he  crossed  the  Atlantic,  landing  in  New  Orleans  on 
Christmas  Da}-  of  that  year.  He  first  went  to 
Chester,  111.,  and  thence  removed  to  Six  Mile  Prai- 
rie, Perry  County,  where  he  engaged  in  farming 
until  his  death. 

In  the  Brown  family  were  seven  children,  all  of 
whom  are  yet  living:  AVilliam  N.,  a  farmer  resid- 
ing near  Cutler,  111.;  Robert,  who  also  carries  on 
agricultural  pursuits  near  Cutler;  Margaret  J., 
wife  of  William  II.  Irwin,  a  faimer  of  Randolph 
County;  Ann  E.,  wife  of  John  T.  Irwin,  who  car- 
ries on  farming  near  Cutler;  David,  who  resides  on 
the  old  homestead ;  Mary,  wife  of  Matthew  Robb, 
a  farmer  of  Lost  Prairie;  and  John. 

Mr.  Brown  of  this  sketch  was  only  five  years 
old  when  with  his  parents  he  came  to  the  United 
States.  In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads  the 
days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth  were  passed,  and 
the  district  schools  of  the  neighborhood  afforded 
him  his  educational  privileges.  He  remained  upon 
the  home  farm,  aiding  in  its  cultivation  and  im- 
provement, until  his  thirty-fifth  year,  when  lie 
went  to  Cutler,  where  he  engaged  in  trading  in 
various  products.  He  was  thus  employed  for  five 
years,  after  which  he  opened  the  general  merchan- 
dise store  that  he  yet  carries  on. 

December  6,  1882,  Mr.  Brown  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Jessie  Gaston,  widow  of  Alexander  H.  Gas- 
ton, and  a  daughter  of  Albert  Sprague,  who  emi- 
grated from  Maine  and  became  one  of  the  pioneec 
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settlers  of  Perry  County.  Three  children  have 
been  born  of  their  union:  Mabel  G.,  born  October 
10,  1883;  Harvey,  September  4,  1885;  and  Helen, 
May  14,  1890.  Mrs.  Urown  had  two  children  by 
her  former  marriage,  but  one  is  now  deceased. 
Lydia  A.  still  resides  with  lier  motlier. 

For  four  years  Mr.  Brown  held  the  ollice  of  As- 
sessor and  Treasurer  of  Perry  County,  and  proved 
a  cap-ible  odicial.  He  has  several  times  been  Road 
Supervisor,  has  been  .luslico  of  tlie  Peace  for  three 
consecutive  years,  and  is  now  (illing  that  position. 
His  odicial  record  attests  his  popularity  and  the 
high  regard  in  whicli  he  is  lield.  He  studies  closely 
the  interests  of  his  county  and  labors  untiringly 
for  the  welfare  of  its  citizens.  He  votes  witii  the 
Hei)ul)llcan  [larty,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Reformed  Presb3-terian  Church. 


c=_ 
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■ifi'OHN  HEIDGER,  who  is  engaged  in  the 
hotel  and  saloon  business  in  Ilarrisouville 
has  the  honor  of  being  a  native  of  Monroe 
County.  He  was  l)orn  Augusts,  1844,  to 
the  union  of  Jolin  and  Maggie  (Weber)  Ileidger, 
who  were  natives  of  Germany.  Their  family 
numbered  seven  children,  of  wliom  three  are  yet 
living:  MatliLis,  Mary  and  John.  The  parents 
were  reared  and  educated  in  Germany,  and  there 
the  father  learned  the  trade  of  blacksmithing.  In 
1843  they  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  America,  and 
came  direct  to  Monroe  County.  Mr.  Heidger 
purchased  one  hundred  acres  of  land  near  Water- 
loo and  carried  on  farming  and  blacksmithing  un- 
til his  death,  which  occurred  at  the  advanced  age 
of  eighty-one.  His  wife  died  near  Madonnaville, 
at  the  age  of  thirtj'-three  years.  They  were  both 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  In  politics  he 
was  a  sui)porter  of  the  Democracy. 

In  the  usual  manner  of  farmer  lads,  John  Heid- 
ger spent  the  days  of  his  boyhood  and  youth,  and 
in  the  coniinon  schools  accpiired  a  good  education. 
He  remained  under  the  parental  roof  until  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  when,  on  the  16th  of  September, 
18G1.  lie  enlisted  in  the  country's  service  as  a 
member  of  Company  II.  Forty-ninth  Illinois  In- 
fantry.    He  participated  in  a  number  of  important 


engagements,  including  the  battles  of  Ft.  Donel- 
son,  Sliiloli,  siege  of  Corinth,  Little  Rock,  Ft.  De 
Ruse,  Pleasant  Hill,  Yellow  Bayou,  Meridian, 
Tupelo  and  Price's  last  raid  through  Missouri  in 
1864.  After  the  expiration  of  his  three  years  and 
three  months'  service,  he  was  honorably'  discharged 
in  Springfield,  November  I'.l,  18(i4. 

Mr.  Ileidger  at  once  returned  to  his  home  in 
Jlonroe  Count}',  and  coiitimied  to  work  for  his 
father  upon  the  home  farm  until  twenty-five  years 
of  age.  He  was  then  united  in  marri.age  with  Miss 
Henrietta  Koliler,  a  native  of  Monroe  Count3-,and 
to  them  were  born  two  children,  of  whom  one  is 
yet  living,  .John  P.  The  wife  and  mother,  who 
was  a  consistent  member  of  the  Catholic  Church, 
died  at  the  early  age  of  twenty  j'ears,  and  her  loss 
was  deeply  mourned.  Mr.  Ileidger  has  been  again 
married,  his  second  union  being  with  Lizzie  Not- 
ter,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Monroe 
County.  They  had  two  children,  but  both  are 
now  deceased,  and  the  mother  died  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years.  The  lad}'  who  now  bears  the 
name  of  Mrs.  Heidger  was  in  her  maidenhood 
Mat'}'  A.  F.  Notter,  and  she  loo  is  a  native  of  Mon- 
roe County.  Eight  children  graced  this  union,  of 
whom  six  are  yet  living:  Cecelia  C,  Armin  S.  W., 
Hugo  J.,  MoUie  N.,  Etna  F.  and  Herbert  N.  Mrs. 
Ileidger  is  a  representative  of  one  of  the  earliest 
families  of  this  county,  her  parents  having  here  lo- 
cated in  1839,  when  the  entire  community  was  in 
a  wild  and  unimproved  state,  and  the  work  of  civ- 
ilization and  progress  seemed  scarcely  begun. 

Our  subject  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  success- 
ful and  progressive  farmei"s  of  the  neighborhood. 
In  1869  he  purchased  seventy  acres  of  land,  and 
has  since  extended  the  boundaries  of  his  farm,  un- 
til it  now  comprises  three  hundred  and  thirty 
acres  of  the  rich  land  of  the  Mississippi  Vallej'. 
His  farm  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  is 
well  improved  with  all  modern  accessories  and 
conveniences.  In  connection  with  this  property, 
he  owns  real  estate  in  town,  including  the  hotel 
and  saloon  which  he  is  now  conducting.  He  has 
been  a  hard  worker  through  life,  and  being  an  ex- 
cellent financier,  and  possessing  good  business  and 
executive  ability,  he  has  acquired  a  handsome 
competence.     In   politics,   he  is  a  Democrat,  and 
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from  1883  to  1888  Iield  the  office  of  Drainage 
Commissioner  of  the  Moredoclf  and  Ivy  Landing 
Drainage  District,  No.  1.  Both  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  tiie  Catholic  Church,  and  are  highly 
respected  citizens,  who  occupy  an  envial)le  posi- 
tion in  social  circles,  and  well  deserve  representa- 
tion in  tliis  work. 


GEORGE  KENNEDY,  Jr.,  agent  for  the 
Southern  and  Adams  Express  Companies 
and  Secretary  of  the  Board  of  Trade  at 
Murphj'sboro,  is  a  son  of  George  Kennedy,  of 
whom  further  mention  is  made  elsewhere  in  this 
volume.  He  was  horn  in  Murphysboro,  March  30, 
1859,  and  was  educated  in  the  schools  of  this 
place,  graduating  from  the  high  school  in  1875. 
Later  he  entered  the  Southern  Illinois  Normal, 
at  Carbondale,  from  which  institution  he  was 
graduated  in  1878  in  the  scientific  and  Latin 
courses.  After  teaching  in  the  city  schools  for 
six  months  he  embarked  in  the  hardware,  furni- 
ture and  mercantile  business  with  M.  A.  Ross,  the 
firm  title  being  Kenned^'  &  Ross.  The  store  was 
located  on  the  corner  of  Walnut  and  Main  Streets. 

In  1883,  M.  A.  Ross  disposed  of  his  interest  in 
the  enterprise,  after  which  our  subject  continued 
in  business  with  his  father  at  the  same  place  for  a 
time.  Later  he  engaged  in  dealing  in  grain  and 
hay,  and  also  did  a  large  contracting  business.  On 
resuming  his  connection  with  the  firm  of  Kennedy 
<fe  Sons,  he  continued  thus  employed  until  1887, 
when  he  purchased  his  father's  interest  in  the 
store  and  afterward  conducted  the  largest  and 
most  lucrative  business  in  the  city.  Meantime  he 
also  continued  as  a  contractor,  and  started  the 
foundations  for  the  Mobile  &  Ohio  Railroad  shops 
and  roundhouse,  also  the  opera  house  and  water 
works.  He  was  one  of  the  committee  that  organ- 
ized and  established  the  water  works,  and  served 
as  a  Director  and  superintended  the  building  of 
the  works  for  the  company.  In  addition  to  other 
enterprises  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick 
for  some  years. 

Since  1890,  Mr.  Kennedy  has  been  the  Adams 
and   Southern  Express  agent.     In  1891,  he  sold  a 


one-half  interest  in  the  hardware  business  toHuth- 
macher  Brothers,  and  later  disposed  of  the  business 
to  John  Stoetzle.  In  1887,  he  entered  the  milling 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Neal,  Ross  &  Ken- 
nedy, but  three  years  later  sold  his  interest  in 
the  concern.  Since  1890,  he  has  been  engaged  in 
the  livery  business  here,  and  finds  that  venture, 
like  his  others,  a  remunerative  one.  He  is  the 
owner  of  two  hundred  acres  in  the  southwestern 
corner  of  Somerset  Township,  which  he  superin- 
tends personall3',  and  has  about  thirty  acres 
planted  to  apple,  pear  and  peach  trees,  and  other 
small  fruits. 

In  Carbondale  in  1881,  Mr.  Kennedy  married 
Miss  Kate  Ilarwood,  who  was  born  in  Tennessee. 
They  are  the  parents  of  four  children.  Myrtle, 
Metta,  Eula  and  Doris.  In  1891,  Mr.  Kennedy 
was  one  of  the  prime  factors  in  the  organization 
of  the  Board  of  Trade  and  has  been  its  .Secretary 
up  to  the  present  time. 


^: 


l^-^  ENRY  GILLENBERG,  one  of  the  repre- 
'*  sentative  and  well  known  agriculturists 
of  township  7,  has  the  honor  of  being  a 
^  native  of  Randolph  County,  his  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  on  his  father's  farm  near  Chester,  111., 
on  the  25th  of  Februaiy,  1868.  He  is  the  sixth 
child  of  Jacob  and  Wilhelmina  (Gussenberg)  Gil- 
lenberg.  His  father  was  born  in  Germany,  and 
came  with  his  parents  to  America  in  1842,  the 
family  locating  in  Randolph  County,  111.,  where 
the  grandfather  died  when  Jacob  was  a  lad  of  only 
twelve  years.  The  youth  then  lived  with  his 
mother  and  worked  upon  the  home  farm  until 
twenty-one  j-ears  of  .age,  when  he  began  farming 
for  himself.  In  1873  he  purchased  land  near 
Dozaville  and  located  thereon.  When  a  young 
man  he  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  but  did  not  fol- 
low it  after  his  marriage.  Instead  he  turned  his 
attention  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  by  his 
well  directed  efforts,  his  enterprise  .and  business 
ability,  he  became  one  of  the  prosperous  agricult- 
urists of  Randolph  County,  and  left  at  his  death 
more  than  five  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land. 
While  driving  into  Chester  about  the  1st  of  April, 
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1892,  Ills  horse  became  frightened;  he  was  thrown 
from  llie  buggy  and  received  injuries  wliich  re- 
sulted in  death  a  few  days  later.  lie  passed  away 
April  C,  18i)2.  His  widow  still  survives  him,  and 
is  living  on  tlic  old  homestead. 

The  subject  of  tiiis  sketch  obtained  his  education 
in  the  district  schools  of  the  neigliborbood,  and 
worked  ui)on  his  father's  farm  until  twenty-four 
years  of  age,  when  he  began  to  earn  his  own  liveli- 
hood by  still  following  the  pursuit  to  which  he  was 
reared,  lie  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  wide-awake 
and  leading  young  agriculturists  of  the  coranuiuity. 
Upon  his  farm  are  good  buildings  and  all  modern 
improvements,  and  the  well  tilled  fields  indicate 
the  careful  supervision  of  the  owner. 

On  the  29th  of  Novemljer,  1893,  was  celebrated 
tlie  marriage  of  Mr.  Oillenberg  and  Miss  Margaret 
I.  Ilylton,  daughter  of  M.  H.  and  Nancy  E.  (Lind- 
say) Hylton,  Iwth  of  whom  are  natives  of  Virginia. 
Tiie  young  people  are  prominent  in  this  com- 
munity, have  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends  and 
agreeable  acquaintances,  and  receive  the  liigh  re- 
gard of  all  who  know  tiicm.  In  religious  belief 
the}'  are  Baptists,  and  Mr.  Gillenberg  is  Clerk  in 
the  church  to  which  they  belong.  In  politics  lie 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  but  has  never 
sought  or  desired  the  honors  or  emoluments  of 
public  office,  preferring  to  devote  his  entire  time 
and  attention  to  his  business  interests.  He  is  a 
worthy  representative  of  an  lionoicd  pioneer  fam- 
ily, audit  IS  with  pleasure  that  we  present  to  our 
readers  this  record  of  his  life  work. 
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'^ENRY  IMIIOFF,  a  well  known  agricultur- 
ist of  Jackson  County  and  a  successful  and 
progressive  citizen  of  Somerset  Township, 
was  born  in  Somer.set  County,  Pa.,  July  5, 
18;J6.  His  father,  Andrew,  was  a  son  of  Ilenr}' 
Imhoff,  and  was  born  in  the  same  county  and 
state  as  that  in  which  our  subject  first  saw  the 
light.  He  married  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  David 
and  Susan  Burkit  and  a  native  of  Bedford  Coun- 
ty, Pa.  'J'heir  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
eight  children:  Henry,  James,  Joseph,  Ananias, 
Augusta,  Lemuel,  Lewis  and  Frank.  Ananias  was 
a  member  of  Company  D,  Thirty-first  Illinois  In- 
fantry, during  tlie  late  war,  an<l  was  killed  at 
Vicksburg  June  28,  18G3. 

In  the  spring  of  1855  Mr.  Irahoflf,  Sr.,  came  to 
Illinois  and  settled  in  Levan  Township,  Jackson 
County,  where  for  a  time  he  rented  a  farm.  As 
soon  as  he  was  able,  he  purchased  eight}'  acres,  to 
which  he  added  from  time  to  time,  until  at  the 
date  of  his  death  he  owned  one  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  This  property  has  been  accumu- 
lated through  his  indefatigable  industry  and  the 
exercise  of  strict  economy.  Though  a  stanch 
Democrat,  he  was  not  a  politician  and  never 
sought  ollicial  honors  or  emoluments.  In  relig- 
ious belief  he  was  a  Lutheran.  His  death  occurred 
at  two  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  April  22,  1881, 
and  his  remains  now  lie  in  Mt.  Joy  Cemetery. 

In  his  youth  the  subject  of  this  sketch  learned 
the  trade  of  a  blacksmith  and  remained  in  Penn- 
sylvania until  1857.  In  the  fall  of  that  3-ear  he 
came  to  Jackson  Count}'  and  immediately  built  a 
shop  and  commenced  to  work  at  his  trade,  con- 
tinuing thus  engaged  for  about  twenty  years. 
Later  he  abandoned  his  trade  in  order  to  embark 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
six  hundred  acres  in  Jackson  County,  a  portion  of 
which  he  rents  to  desirable  tenants.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  and  for  eighteen  years  has  served 
as  School  Director.  Socially,  he  is  identified  with 
the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows  and  the 
Knights  of  Honor,  and  in  religious  belief  his  con- 
nections are  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Mr.  Imhoff  first  married  ISIiss  Mary  M.  Young, 
and  they  became  the  parents  of  twelve  children, 
of  whom    five  are  now   living,  viz.:  Eleuora,  the 
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■wife  of  James  McCarj';  Martin  C,  Charles  A.. 
John  E.  and  Wiley  R.  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Imhofif  passed 
away  August  22,  1887.  Afterward  our  subject 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Mrs.  Carrie  Derickson, 
daughter  of  .Tedrick  and  -Tustine  Waldleusser.  of 
Levan  Township.  One  child  lias  blessed  this  union, 
Norman.  Though  Mr.  Inilioff  li.as  met  with  his 
share  of  reverses,  he  has  never  become  discouraged, 
but  has  labored  diligently  and  tirelessly,  and  as  a 
result  of  his  efforts  he  is  now  recognized  as  one 
of  the  foremost  residents  of  Somerset    Township. 


.^^.^.^.^..}.^.^.^.^.^^^.^^^».i•^i^<^^i^<^^^^!^■^^♦^^"^X> 

(A  felLLIAM  LAWDER,  a  resident  of  section  4, 
\rJ/l  township  8.  range  .5,  Randolph  County,  is 
^^  the  owner  of  one  of  tlie  finest  wheat  farms 
in  this  part  of  the  state.  lie  was  born  in  County 
Down,  Ireland,  February  29,  1824,  and  is  the 
eldest  of  a  family  of  two  boys  and  two  girls  born 
to  Savage  and  Jane  (Weir)  Lawder,  natives  of  the 
Emerald  Isle. 

Our  subject  emigrated  to  this  country  January 
10,  1844,  landing  in  New  Orleans,  and  coming  di- 
rect by  boat  to  Rockwood  about  the  1st  of  the 
following  April.  Upon  his  arrival  here  his  entire 
capital  was  exhausted  with  the  exce|)tion  of 
twenty-five  cents.  With  this  amount  he  com- 
menced life  among  strangers  in  a  strange  land. 
During  the  first  three  years  of  his  residence  in  this 
county  he  labored  among  the  few  settlers  as  a 
farm  hand  for  the  munificent  sum  of  fifty  cents 
per  day,  and  worked  for  James  Brown  for  $100  per 
3'ear.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  took  up 
a  claim  of  eighty  acres  at  ¥l.2o  per  acre,  which 
formed  the  nucleus  of  his  present  magnificent 
farm,  consisting  of  four  hundred  acres  on  the 
home  place  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  in 
an  adjoining  tract. 

In  the  year  1847,  at  Newtownards,  County 
Down,  Mr.  Lawder  married  Elizabeth,  a  daughter 
of  Samuel  and  Jane  Cleland,  of  the  same  county. 
To  them  were  born  five  sons  and  nine  daughters, 
three  of  whom  are  dead,  Elizabeth,  John  William 
and  Sarah  Clementine.  The  living  are  as  follows: 
James;  Jane,  who  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Rodgers,  of 


Campbell  Hill;  Sophie,  the  wife  of  Benjamin  Se- 
bastian; Rebecca,  who  married  Edward  Pinkcrton, 
a  resident  of  Jackson  County;  Anna  Belle,  the 
wife  of  Henry  Tudor,  of  Rockwood;  Edith,  Samuel, 
Grant;  Jlarv,  who  is  the  wife  of  Albert  Barber,  of 
Rockwood;  Sherman  and  Nettie.  Samuel  was 
married  in  1883  to  Sarah  Samantha  Malone  and 
IS  now  living  on  section  5,  township  8,  range  5. 
Their  cliildren  are,  Jennie  Adell,  Madie  Ger- 
trude, Bessie  Beulah  and  Sylvia  Bernice.  The  wife 
of  our  subject  was  born  April  2,  1825.  and  came 
to  America  with  her  husband,  enduring  the  hard- 
ships and  privations  incident  to  the  settlement 
of  a  new  country.  She  bore  her  share  of  the 
labor  of  caring  for  the  household,  and  reared  a 
large  family.  She  faithfully  kept  her  place  by  her 
husband's  side  until  July  8,  1881,  when  she  was 
called  from  this  life. 

Mr.  Lawder  has  been  a  life-long  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  as  was  his  good  wife  and  all 
the  children.  Politically  he  has  been  a  member  of 
the  Republican  party  ever  since  its  first  campaign 
in  which  the  martyred  Lincoln  was  the  standard 
bearer.  In  the  Old  Country  Mr.  Lawder  was  a 
member  of  the  Orangeman  society,  and  after  be- 
coming a  citizen  of  the  United  States  he  joined  the 
Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  though  he  has 
not  for  many  3ears  been  an  active  member.  For  a 
number  of  ^ears  he  served  as  School  Director,  and 
though  urged  to  continue  in  that  position,  de- 
clined to  do  so. 

The  homestead,  consisting  of  large  and  substan- 
tial buildings,  is  beautifully  located  on  a  hill  com- 
manding a  magnificient  view  of  the  Father  of 
Waters  and  the  bluffs  along  its  banks,  as  [lictur- 
esque  surroundings  as  can  be  found  in  the  state. 
At  tlie  time  of  Mr.  La wder's  arrival  here,  game  was 
plentiful,  and  many  a  deer  and  wild  turkey  he  has 
brought  down  while  standing  in  his  doorway. 


^^ 
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AMES    LAWDER,    one    of    the    prominent 
agriculturists  of  township  8,  range  5,  Ran- 
dolph  County,  is   the  son   of  Savage  and 
Jane    (Weir)    Lawder,  natives    of  County 
Down,  Ireland.     The  paternal  grandfather  of   our 


m 


-;-Tr^fV-^fe^;'r 


.^aSW^ 


R£51DEr4CEOF   JAME5      L  AW  D  E  R  ,  5  EC  .4  . ,  T.  8,  R  .    o,  RAfJ  DOLPH    CO., ILL. 


— .-S^-■Ll^*^f.?>^-L-^v'-.^gM^■^^■>^■A^T^^?a.^vg^!ffl-^"-■-^J^V!^^«J-^v.■^l!|V^^^^^  "  ".'    -^LL-i.V-'J^^-"- i^->'™JS-J-'l.".'g 


^"y^Sr^  <^  W 


RESIDENCE  or  WILLIAM     L  AW  D  ER  ,   SEC.  •<+  ,  T.  8  .,  R.  5.,  RAN  DOLPH    CO., ILL. 


subject  was  William  Lawder,  a  native  of  Scotland 
wi.ence  l.e  emigrated  some  time  in  the  eighteenth 
century.  The  Weirs  were  of  Irish  birth,  thou<.i, 
they  probably  came  originally  from  Scotland. 

The   father  of   our  .subject   was  born  about  the 
.year  1,'K$,  Just  previous  to  a   rebellion   known    in 
common  parlance  as  "I'ike  times,"  and  his  grand- 
"I'.tlR.r  took  him  when   an    infant   to  visit  his  fa- 
ther in  camp,  who  had  been  pressed  into  the  ranks 
of  tiie  rebels.     The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
March  22,  1829,  and  spent  his  boyhood  years  in 
Ins  native  county,  where  he  received  his  education 
...  the  country  schools,  principally  under  the  tute- 
lage of  one   Robert  Ritchie,   who   for  twenty-two 
years  presided  over  the  same  school.     At   the  a^e 
of  twenty-four  yea,s  he  left  his  native  land,  alK)ut 
the  4th  of  March,  1853,  an.l  after  a  passa-eof  lifty 
days  landed  in  the  port  of  New   York,   whence   he 
came  to  Rockwood  a  week  later,  arriving  here   on 
the  1st  of  May. 

To   iliustral*  modern  progress  in  transportation 
facilities.  It  IS  of  interest  to  relate  tliat  in  order  to 
f(et  here,  Mr.  Law.ler  went  by  way  of  the   Hudson 
K.ver   to   Albany,  thence  by  rail  to  Buflfalo,  from 
there  by  lake  to  Detroit,  and  from  the  latter  place 
by  rail  to  the  present  m.agnilicent  city  of  Chica-o 
At  that  time  the  entire  place  could  be  seen  m  flVe 
minutes'  time,  as  three  or  four  stores  on   the  lake 
front  an.l  a  few  cabins  in  the  marshes  constituted 
the  town.     Having  been  defrauded  of    his  money 
as  were  many  other  newcomers,  he  was   obliged  to 
I«wn  his  watch  in  order  to  secure   money    for   his 
pass.<ige  down  the  Illinois  and   Mississippi   Rivers 
to    Rockwood,  and   on   his  arrival  here  his  purse 
conUiined  but  a  quarter  of  a  dollar.     No  time  was 
lost,    however,  and   with    willing  hands  he  com- 
menced to  work  for  .lames  M.  Hrown,and  enga-ed 
">  "grubbing"  and   making  rails,  about  the   only 
industry  the  country  afforded  at  that  time.   Money 
was  a  scarce  article  in  that  early  day,  and  for  one 
year's  labor  he  received  no  cash   return   whatever. 
After  some  time  spent  in  his  new  home,  our  sub- 
ject succeeded    in  securing  a  yoke  of  oxen  in  pay- 
raent    for   the   above  debt,  and  purchasing  three 
l.i.ndred    and    twenty    acres,    for    which    he  paid 
twelve  and  a-half  cents  an  acre,  he  set  to  work  to 
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clear  and  improve  the  Ir^ndT^^^^^T^^p^^^^^, 
for„.a  ponion  of  the  home  farm,  which  consist,  of 
th.ee  hundred  an,!  eighty-f.ve  acres.  He  ..ave  . 
quarter-section  to  his  so.,  .Joseph.  M.-.  Lawder  has 
.■e-noved  from  the  farm  and  now  resides  in  a  lar^e 
Louse  which  is  situated  on  an  eminence  and  eom- 
.«ands  a  line  view  of  the  silve.-y  waters  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi a  mile  or  two  distant. 

.January  1,  1851,  M.-.  Lawder  was  united  in  mar- 
nage  with  Miss  Eliza,  daughter  of  William  and 
Margaret  Ivar..,  natives  of  County  Down,  Ireland. 
Ihe  family  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lawder  includes 
0  eve..  ci,,,e„  311  of  whom  are  living  ne^^ 
fathe.  s  home.     Mary  was  born    i„   Ireland  and    is 

County.      Ihe  other  children  were  born  in  Ame.- 
.ca  and  of  them  we  note   the   following:  William 
•'ohn  ,s  a  prosperous   farmer  near  Campbell    Hill- 
Henry  ,s  engaged  in  agricultu.-al  pursuits  on  sec- 
t.o.,0,  township  8,  range  o;  Margaret  .Jane  is  the 
w.fe  of  Kimbel  .lones,  a  farmer  in  Jackson  Coun- 
ty; Joseph  conducts  a  farm  near  Mill  Creek,  Ran- 
dolph County;  Walter  owns  a  farm   near  that  of 
h.s  brother  at  Campbell  Hill;   Albert,  a  .-esident  of 
Kansas,   owns   a    farm    i„    Martin  County;  Eliza 
Ellen  resides  with  her  father;   Letitia  is  the  widow 
of    Milton    W.   Carr;  Alfred  and  Arthur  (twins) 
lemain  at  home. 

M.S.  Elizabeth  Lawder  departed  this  life  Septem- 
ber 2,  1875,  at  the  age  of  forty-six  years.     While 
on  a  visit   to  his   native  land,   our  subject  again 
rnairied,   the  lady   of  his  choice  being  Miss  Ma.-y 
Kerr,  a  cousin  of  his  forn.er  wife.     M.-s  Lawder  is 
the  daughter  of  .lames  and  Marga.-et  (Sloan)  Kerr 
a  so  natives  of  County  Down.     Onr  subject  and' 
all   the  members  of   his   family  are  Presbyterians. 
In  his  political  .elations  he  has  been  a  Republican 
for   many   years,   atid    prides   himself  on  liayin.r 
voted  with  the  Democratic  party  but  once.     I„  his 
native  country  he  was  idenlilied  with  the  O.-an-e- 


•  "luu   nn;  urange- 

men,  and  during  the  late  Rebellion  was  connected 
with  the  Union  League.  For  six  or  eight  years  he 
served  c.editably  as  Town  T.easurer,  which  office 
he  st.ll  holds.  For  some  time  he  was  Roa.i  Super- 
visor and  School  Director.  He  has  never  been  an 
otl.ce-seeker,  and  has  consented  to  fill  these  posi- 
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tions  only  at   the  solicitations  of  his  friends  and 
neighbors. 

•  I  ■  l^^^'l  ■  I  • 

-^l'  BRAM  BROWN,  one  of  the  prominent  and 
(Cf<»Oi  progressive  farmers  of  Randolph  Count}', 
now  living  on  township  6,  range  7,  was 
horn  near  Diamond  Cross,  July  26,  1854. 
His  father,  Charles  Brown,  was  born  in  Franklin 
County  in  1828,  and  wlien  a  .young  lad  removed 
to  Kaskaskia  with  his  mother,  his  father  having 
died.  His  school  privileges  were  exceedingly  lim- 
ited. He  worked  as  a  farm  hand  until  twenty-one 
years  of  age,  and  then  worked  on  the  Mississippi 
River,  which  business  he  followed  for  five  3'ears, 
during  which  time  he  saved  enough  money  to 
enter  land.  Entering  a  claim  near  the  present 
home  of  our  subject,  he  developed  a  large  tract  of 
wild  land  and  continued  farming  throughout  liis 
remaining  days.  He  married  Sarah,  daughter 
of  Abraham  Harmon.  His  death  occurred  April 
11,  1888,  but  his  widow  still  survives  him.  They 
became  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  all  of 
whom  are  yet  living.  Richard  and  Mrs.  Callie 
Uliles  are  residents  of  Si)okane,  Wash.;  Mrs.  Anna 
Taggart  and  Mrs.  Jennie  Dean  reside  in  Chester; 
Charles,  a  physician,  and  Noah,  a  telegraph  opera- 
tor, live  in  Indianapolis,  Ind.;  John  is  in  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.;  Joseph,  Thomas,  Frank,  Addie  and 
Nellie  are  still  at  home  with  their  mother. 

The  subject  of  tliis  sketch  attended  the  district 
schools  near  his  home  and  worked  upon  a  farm, 
giving  his  father  the  benefit  of  his  services  until 
he  had  attained  his  majority.  He  then  began 
farming  in  bis  own  interest  and  has  since  carried 
on  agricultural  ijursuits  witii  most  excellent  suc- 
cess. He  was  also  engaged  in  teaching  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  the  county  for  three  years,  but  his 
main  business  has  been  the  cultivation  of  his  land, 
and  he  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  model  farmers 
of  the  community,  for  his  place  is  complete  in  all 
its  appointments. 

October  18,  1876,  Mr.  Brown  was  joined  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Alice  Nixon,  daughter  of  William 
I.  and  Lucretia  (Stipe)  Nixon.  Her  father,  a  na- 
tiveof  Ohio,  lived  in  that  state  until  a  young  man, 
when  he  came  to  Randolph  County.     The  Stipe 


family  removed  from  Virginia  to  Illinois  in  an 
early  day.  By  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brown 
have  been  born  three  bright  and  intelligent  boys, 
Clarence  N.,  Charles  L.  and  Murraj-  J.,  and  the 
family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken. 

Mr.  Brown  is  the  present  iNIaster  of  Kaskaskia 
Lodge  No.  86,  A.  F.  it  A.  M.,  and  has  also  filled 
the  offices  of  Senior  and  Junior  Warden  and  Scc- 
retarj'.  In  189.3  he  represented  his  lodge  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  in  Chicago.  He  holds  membeisliip 
with  Chester  Lodge  No.  57,  I.  O.  0.  F.  His 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Church.  He 
and  all  his  father's  famil}'  are  Democrats  in  poli- 
tics, and  he  tak»s  a  very  prominent  part  in  politi- 
cal affairs.  He  is  now  a  candidate  for  Assessor 
and  Treasurer  of  Randolph  County.  He  is  a  man 
of  sterling  worth,  and  a  well  spent  life  has  gained 
for  him  the  high  regard  of  all  with  whom  he  has 
been  brought  in  contact. 


ITIOSIAH  REIMAN.  Many  of  the  native- 
born  citizens  of  Jackson  County  have  turned 
their  attention  to  Uie  tilling  of  the  soil,  be- 
lieving that  therefrom  may  be  gained  a 
competence  if  not  a  fortune.  Among  this  number 
is  the  well  known  resident  of  Levan  Township, 
whose  name  introduces  this  biographical  sketch, 
and  who  is  pleasantly  located  on  section  14.  Here 
he  owns  a  fine  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres,  upon  which  a  complete  line  of  substantial 
and  well  arranged  buildings  maj'  be  seen.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  propert}'  Mr.  Reiman  is  the  owner  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  acres  on  section  13,  Le- 
van Township.  He  has  pursued  his  chosen  voca- 
tion in  an  intelligent  manner,  bringing  to  bear 
upon  his  work  the  progressive  spirit  and  energetic 
nature  which  have  ever  been  his  characteristics. 

The  Reiman  family  is  one  of  the  most  prominent 
in  the  county  where  the  father  of  our  subject, 
Andrew  Reiman,  made  settlement  in  1811.  Else- 
where in  this  volume  mention  is  made  of  the  fam- 
ily history,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred.  Josiah, 
of  this  sketch,  was  born  in  Jackson  Count}-  March 
29,  1853,  being  the    fifth   among    nine  sons.     He 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


795 


grew  to  manhood  upon  the  home  farm  and  at  an 
early  age  became  a  praeticnl  f:uincr.  well  fitted  to 
conduct  an  estate  of  liisown. 

At  the  afj;e  of  twenty-two  Mr.  Reiniaii  married 
Jliss  Almetlia,  daughter  of  O.  .1.  and  Amanda  C. 
Lcvan,  prominent,  residents  of  this  township.  Mrs. 
Reinian  was  l)orii  .lunc  '2(),  1857,  and  is  a  lady  of 
refinement  and  amiable  disposition,  highly  es- 
teemed in  the  coinmunity  and  prominent  in  the 
Christian  Cluireh,  of  wliieli  she  is  a  ineinber.  Our 
subject  is  also  identified  with  that  denomination 
and  contrilnites  liberally  to  religious  and  benevo- 
lent projects.  In  politics  he  adiliales  with  the 
Democrats,  but  has  never  sought  or  held  of- 
fice, preferring  to  devote  his  attention  to  private 
duties.  He  and  his  wife  are  the  parents  of  four 
children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy.  The 
othei-sare,  Harmon,  .\(la  and  Fred. 
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|I_^ENRY  LUCHSINGER.  There  is  no  in- 
Y  heritance  so  rich  as  the  record  of  the  worthy 
lives  of  those  who  have  jiarted  with  friends 
on  earth,  and  have  entered  upon  their  final 
rest.  Their  example  and  the  success  which  has  re- 
warded their  efforts  inspires  the  young  with  cour- 
age and  the  middle-aged  with  renewed  energy. 
For  many  years  Rlr.  Luchsinger  ranked  high 
among  the  business  men  of  Steeleville,  and  the 
city  in  his  demise  lost  one  of  its  most  progressive 
residents.  His  lot  was  cast  in  the  field  of  action, 
rather  than  in  the  field  of  meditation,  of  business 
and  commercial  enterprise.  Here  he  was  active, 
sagacious  and  daring,  and  in  all  his  dealings  was 
prompt,  conscientious  and  decisive.  Though  sub- 
jected to  two  dangerous  tests,  success  and  reverses 
of  fortune,  the  former  did  not  uniluly  elate  him, 
nor  the  latter  daunt  his  spirit. 

A  native  of  .Schwanden,  Germany,  and  liorn 
May  10,  1831.  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a  sou 
of  Jacob  l^uchsinger,  who  died  in  his  native  coun- 
try, as  did  his  wife.  Henry  attended  school  in 
German3-  until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  and 
then  entered  tlic  army,  and  served  for  four  years 
in  the  war  between  France  and  Germany.     Having 


resolved  to  seek  home  and  fortune  in  the  land  be- 
yond the  seas,  he  emigrated  to  America  in  1855, 
and  for  a  short  lime  sojourned  in  St.  I^ouis.  whence 
he  removed  to  Chester,  III.  A  shoemaker  by  trade, 
he  followed  that  occupation  in  Chester  for  six 
months,  and  tlien  came  to  Steeleville,  where  he 
opened  a  slio()  and  entered  into  business  for  him- 
self. 

I?y  the  exercise  of  tireless  industry,  Mr.  Luch- 
singer was  enabled  from  time  to  time  to  enlarge 
his  store,  and  finally  became  the  owner  of  a  fine 
establishment,  stocked  with  a  full  assortment  of 
boots  and  shoes.  He  continued  to  conduct  a  large 
and  profitable  trade  until  ins  death,  August  29, 
1892.  In  the  midst  of  new  plans  and  enterjjrises, 
with  the  liurden  of  l)usiness  interests  resting  u|)on 
him,  surrounded  by  the  objects  of  iiis  life-long 
care  and  love,  he  fell  aslee|i.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  faith  he  died. 
Though  not  active  in  political  affairs,  he  advo- 
cated the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party.  He 
is  survived  by  iiis  widow,  a  most  excellent  lady, 
wliom  he  married  in  1H51  in  Germany,  and  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Annie  Aebli. 
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DWIN  REIMAX.  Intelligent,  thrifty  and 
progressive  farmers  form  the  greater  part 
/I' — ^  of  the  jjopulation  of  .lackson  County,  and 
among  these  the  subject  of  this  sketch  occupies  a 
prominent  position.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  finely 
improved  farm  comprising  one  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  in  Levan  Township,  which  is  one  of  the  best 
managed  estates  in  this  part  of  the  county.  Pro- 
gressive in  all  things,  he  has  accumulated  a  hand- 
some property,  and  now  ranks  among  the  well-to- 
do  farmers  of  the  township. 

Mr.  Reiman  h.as  spent  Ids  entire  life  in  Jackson 
Count}',  and  was  born  in  Murphysboro  Township, 
January  28,  1850.  Alternating  attendance  at  the 
district  school  with  work  on  the  home  farm,  he 
grew  to  vigorous  manhood  well  fitted  to  superin- 
tend a  farm  of  his  own.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
three,  on  the  22d  of  M.ay,  1873,  he  was  united  in 
marriage    with    Miss   Alice,   daughter   of   Joseph 
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Breeden,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  an  early  settler 
of  Somei-set  Township,  Jackson  County.  Mrs.  Rei- 
nian  was  born  March  16,  185S,  in  Indiana,  but 
has  spent  tiie  most  of  her  life  in  this  state. 

After  his  marriage  Mr.  Keiman  settled  upon  a 
farm  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  one  acres  of 
partly  improved  land.  Through  iudustrjand  un- 
remitting toil  he  has  acquired  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  highly  cultivated  land.  Upon  the 
place  he  has  introduced  all  the  improvements  of  a 
modern  estate,  including  farm  machinery,  good 
fencing,  and  all  the  buildings  necessary  for  the 
proper  conduct  of  the  farm.  His  residence,  a  com- 
modious and  conveniently  arranged  structure,  was 
erected  in  1883,  while  the  barn  was  built  six  years 
later.  In  addition  to  mixed  farming  he  engages 
in  stock-raising,  in  which  he  has  met  with  success. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reiman  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  all  of  whom  reside 
with  their  parents.  They  are,  Nora,  George,  Frank, 
John,  Lillie,  Sylva,  Earl  and  Junius.  In  politics 
Mr.  Reiman  is  a  Democrat,  and  in  local  affairs  is 
quite  influential.  For  thirteen  j'ears  lie  h.as  filled 
the  ottice  of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  is  still  serv- 
ing in  that  capacity.  In  religious  belief  he  is 
identified  with  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church. 


^ 


<¥/  OUIS  A.  MINNER,  a  practical  pharmacist 
il  (jm)  and  chemist,  who  is  doing  a  good  business 
jl*— ^,  as  a  druggist  in  Murphysboro,  claims  Ohio 
as  the  state  of  his  nativity.  He  was  born  near 
Zanesville,  July  14,  1861,  and  is  a  son  of  the  Rev. 
Frederick  and  Teckla  Minner,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Germany.  The  father  was  born  in 
Stuttgart,  and  was  graduated  from  the  theological 
seminary  and  the  Berlin  University  with  the  de- 
grees of  M.  A.  and  B.  D.  He  became  a  minister 
of  the  German  Lutheran  Church,  and  after  emi- 
grating to  the  New  World  first  preached  in  Phila- 
delphia. He  was  then  employed  in  his  ministe- 
rial capacity  in  different  places  in  the  Buckeye 
State  until  his  retirement  from  the  ministry,  when 
he  located  on  a  farm  near  Zanesville.     His  death 
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there  occurred  at   the   age  of   sixty-two,  and  his 
wife  also  passed  awaj'  in  Ohio. 

Their  son  Louis  is  the  ninth  in  the  family  of 
ten  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living.  Midst 
play  and  work  ins  boyhood  days  were  passed 
upon  the  farm  near  Zanesville,  where  he  contin- 
ued until  sixteen  years  of  .age.  He  then  went  to 
Adamsville.  Ohio,  to  attend  school,  where  he  re- 
mained for  about  two  years.  For  three  terms  he 
engaged  in  teaching  school,  and  in  1880  entered 
the  Valparaiso  Normal  School  of  Indiana,  where 
for  nearly  two  years  he  pursued  the  scientific 
course  and  also  completed  the  commercial  course. 
In  1882  he  went  to  Sterling,  Kan.,  and  accepted  a 
clerkship  in  a  drug  store,  where  he  continued  one 
year.  He  afterward  spent  three  years  as  a  drug- 
gist's clerk  in  St.  Louis  and  East  St.  Louis,  and  in 
order  to  perfect  himself  for  that  line  of  business 
pursued  a  course  of  pharinac}'  in  the  St.  Louis 
College  of  Pharinacy  in  1886-87.  On  the  expira- 
tion of  that  period  we  find  him  in  Chicago,  where 
he  worked  for  nearly  three  years.  Having  entered 
the  Philadelphia  College  of  Pharmacy  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  lie  was  graduated  from  that  institu- 
tion in  1889,  with  the  degree  of  Ph.  G.  He  was 
also  graduated  as  a  chemist  from  both  schools. 

Returning  to  Chicago,  Mr.  Minner  there  re 
mained  until  the  1st  of  May,  1890,  when  he  ar- 
rived in  Murphysboro  and  bought  out  the  store 
and  stock  of  Charles  Muehehein,  a  druggist  at 
the  corner  of  Chesnut  and  Broad  Streets.  Here 
he  has  carried  on  business  continuously  since.  His 
store  h.as  been  improved  with  large  plate  glass 
windows  and  is  well  stocked  with  evei'ything 
found  in  a  first-class  drug  store.  As  far  as  prac- 
ticable, he  manufactures  his  own  medicines,  and 
is  recognized  as  the  best  prescription  druggist  in 
the  city.  His  business  has  steadil3'  increased  from 
the  beginning  until  he  is  now  enjoying  a  fine 
trade.  He  is  connected  witli  the  Illinois  Pharma- 
ceutical Association,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Alumni  Association  of  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Pharmac}'. 

Mr.  Minner  is  a  stockholder  in  the  Southern 
Illinois  Building  and  Loan  Association,  the  Jack- 
son County  Building  and  Loan  Association,  and 
is  a  Director  of  the  East  St.  Louis  Building  and 
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Loan  Association,  and  the  ^tna,  of  St.  Louis.  Tn 
politics  lie  is  a  I'opulist.  Tlie  Minncr  liouseliold 
numbers  tlirce  inemhers,  our  subject,  wife  and 
child,  Frem  K.  The  lady  was  formerly  Miss  Fan- 
nie King:.  'Slie  w.os  born  in  Dresden,  Oliio,  and 
Iheii-  marriage  was  celebrated  in  Zauesville,  Feb- 
ruary 4,  1891. 


\^^- 


■* 


HENRY  I).  DKTTMERING,  who  is  en- 
gagged  in  the  jewelry  business  in  Steeleville, 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  substantial 
business  men  of  this  [)lace,  claims  Germany 
as  the  land  of  his  birth,  which  occurred  in  Decem- 
ber, 1848.  His  parents  were  Henry  and  Mmy 
(Schrader)  Dettmering.  The}'  were  also  natives  of 
German}',  and  in  that  country'  the  mother  is  still 
living.  The  father  departed  this  life  some  years 
since. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was  the  second 
in  their  family,  attended  the  public  schools  of  his 
native  land  until  fourteen  >ears  of  age,  when  he 
left  the  school  room  to  engage  in  liusiness  for 
himself.  Since  that  lime  he  has  been  dependent 
upon  his  own  resources,  and  whatever  success  he 
has  achieved  in  life  is  due  entirely  to  his  own  ef- 
forts. He  began  learning  the  trade  of  watcii-mak- 
ing,  serving  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years,  dur- 
ing which  lie  thoroughly  mastered  the  business. 
When  a  young  man  of  twenty,  lie  enlisted  in  the 
German  army,  and  continued  in  the  service  for 
three  j'ears.  After  his  return  to  the  duties  of 
private  citizenship,  he  worked  at  the  jewelry  trade 
for  aliout  ten  years.  He  then  bade  adieu  to  friends 
and  native  land  and  sailed  for  America. 

It  was  in  1881  that  Mr.  Dettmering  crossed  the 
Atlantic.  Landing  in  New  York  City,  he  there 
spent  nine  months  working  at  his  trade,  after 
which  he  left  the  eastern  metropolis  and  emigrated 
westward  to  Elgin,  111.  Securing  work  in  the 
watch  factory  of  that  city,  he  there  continued  for 
a  year,  after  which  he  came  to  Steeleville,  and  for 
fifteen  months  worked  on  a  farm.  We  next  find 
him  in  Missouri,  where  he  spent  about  five  years, 
working  at  his  trade,  watch-making.  In  this  time, 
by  industry,  economy  and  good  management,  he  had 


acquired  some  capital  and  determined  to  engage  ir 
business  for  himself.  He  came  to  Steeleville  in 
1890,  and  here  opened  the  jewelry  store  and  watch 
repairing  establishment  which  he  still  carries  on. 
lie  has  built  up  a  good  trade,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  substantial  business  men  of  the  com- 
munity. 

In  1887  a  marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
which  united  the  destinies  of  Mr.  Dettmering  and 
Miss  Fredda  Hoetger,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and 
Anna  Roetger.  Her  parents  were  natives  of  (Jer- 
many,  anil  in  that  country  spent  their  entire  lives, 
Both  father  and  mother  are  now  deceased.  Unto 
our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  Iiorn  three  cliil- 
dred,  one  son  and  two  daughters:  Amelia,  Albert 
and  Erma.  The  family  circle  yet  remains  unbroken 
for  they  are  still  under  the  parental  roof. 

Our  subject  exercises  his  right  of  franchise  in 
support  of  the  Democratic  part}',  but  luis  never  as- 
pired to  official  [ireferment,  desiring  rather  to  give 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  business  inter- 
ests. He  may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man, 
He  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen; he  came  to  this  country  enipty-hande<l,  but 
his  untiring  industry,  which  is  one  of  his  chief 
characteristics,  has  won  him  a  comfortable  compe- 
tence and  numbered  him  among  the  ivell-to-do  cit- 
izens of  the  community.  He  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  with  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  art 
prominent  i)eoi)le  in  Steeleville,  who  have  a  wide 
circle  of  friends  and  acquaintances,  by  whom  they 
are  held  in  high  regard. 

'IIGMAS  ROBERTSON.  M.  D.,a  well  known 
\liC(r\'\  P''!'clicing  physician  of  Steeleville,  and  a 
prominent  representative  of  the  fraternity 
in  Randolph  County,  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia  on 
the  8th  of  November,  1868,  and  is  the  eldest  child 
of  .lohn  and  Nellie  (McKenzie)  Robertson,  wlic 
were  also  natives  of  Nova  Scotia,  and  still  reside 
in  that  pLace. 

The  Doctor  attended  the  public  schools  of  his  na- 
tive town  until  eighteen  years  of  age,  thus  acquir- 
ing a  good  English  education,  and  then  started  out 
in  life  for  himself.     He  came  to  Illinois  and  mad< 
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his  waj'  to  the  home  of  an  uncle,  Dr.  McKenzie,of 
Chester.  Tliere  he  again  attended  school  for  two 
years,  after  which  he  began  earning  his  own  liveli- 
hood, securing  a  position  as  clerk  in  the  drug  store 
of  E.  E.  Holbrook.  There  he  was  employed  for  a 
year  and  a-half,  when  he  continued  in  the  same 
line  of  business  in  the~  emplo3'  of  his  uncle,  Dr. 
McKenzie.  After  two  years  spent  in  this  waj",  he 
engaged  in  other  work,  but  in  the  meantime  he 
had  been  reading  medicine  with  his  uncle.  In 
September,  1884,  he  entered  the  St.  Louis  Medical 
College,  pursuing  three  courses  of  lectures  in  that 
institution,  after  which  he  was  graduated  there- 
from, receiving  his  diploma  on  the  3d  of  March, 
1887.  Some  months  later  he  located  in  Steeleville, 
where  he  has  since  successfully  engaged  in  general 
practice. 

On  the  10th  of  September,  1890,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Dr.  Robertson  and  Miss  Minnehaha 
Cameron,  a  daughter  of  Archibald  and  Maggie 
(Eraser)  Cameron,  both  of  whom  are  natives  of 
Nova  Scotia.  The  young  couple  are  prominent  in 
this  community,  hold  an  enviable  position  in  social 
circles,  and  h.ive  inan3'  warm  friends  and  agreeable 
acquaintances.  They  were  both  reared  in  the  faith 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  Doctor  is  now 
a  member  of  Steeleville  Lodge  No.  497,  A.  F.  <fe 
A.  M.  In  jjolitics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  though 
he  takesa  warm  interest  in  the  success  of  his  parly, 
he  has  never  sought  or  desired  jiolitical  prefer- 
ment, wishing  rather  to  give  his  entire  time  and  at- 
tention to  the  practice  of  his  profession. 


^^ICIIOLAS  SALTER,  one  of  the  proprietors 
of  tiie  Evansville  Flour  Mill,  stands  fore- 
most among  the  prominent  business  men 
of  Evansville,  who  have  contributed  so  iargel^'  to 
the  financial  prosperity'  of  this  part  of  the  county. 
With  true  public  spirit  and  characteristic  liberal- 
ity he  has  aided  ever^'  enterprise  that  would  in 
any  way  advance  the  welfare  of  the  community  or 
promote  the  growth  of  the  cit3'.  In  addition  to 
his  interest  in  the  mill  he  owns  valuable  real  estate 


in  other  portions  of  the  county-,  which  he  rents  to 
good  advantage. 

Our  subject  is  a  native  of  this  state,  having 
been  born  in  Monroe  County,  March  21,  1831, 
and  is  a  son  of  Philip  and  P^lizabeth  (Sensel) 
.Sauer,  natives  of  Germany.  The  father  emigrat- 
ed to  the  United  States,  locating  in  one  of  the 
eastern  states,  and  after  a  residence  there  of  a  few 
years  came  to  Illinois,  where  he  married  and  car- 
ried on  farming  until  his  decease,  in  Januarj', 
1892,  when  eiglit3'-three  3'ears  of  age.  He  was 
one  of  tlip  pioneers  of  this  county',  having  come 
here  :is  earlv  as  1837  and  settled  near  what  is  now 
the  present  site  of  Red  Bud.  He  was  a  prominent 
man  in  his  community  and  held  the  office  of 
Township  Treasurer  and  .lustice  of  the  Peace. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  who  came  to  the 
United  States  a  few  years  after  the  emigration  of 
Mr.  Sauer,  was  born  in  German3'.  She  had  eight 
children,  of  whom  all  are  living  with  one  ex- 
ception. Our  subject  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  reaching  his  majority,  and  gained  his 
first  knowledge  of  books  in  the  common  schools  of 
Monroe  Count3'.  Later  he  took  a  course  of  study 
in  the  Commercial  College  at  St.  Louis,  and  when 
beginning  life  on  his  own  account  taught  five 
terms  of  winter  school  and  farmed  during  the  sum- 
mer. 

Desiring  to  engage  in  business  in  the  cil3',  our 
subject  began  merchandising  in  St.  Clair  County, 
this  state,  and  after  nine  months  of  indifferent 
success,  sold  his  store.  In  company  with  his  fa- 
ther he  came  to  Evansville  in  1866, and  purchased 
the  gristmill  which  he  now  owns  in  partnership 
with  his  brother.  The  mill  which  then  had  a  ca- 
pacity of  one  hundred  and  fifty  barrels  per  da^-, 
now  turns  out  three  hundred  barrels.  Mr.  Sauer 
gives  emplo3'ment  to  about  thirt3'  men,  and  by 
means  of  boats,  ships  the  flour  to  points  along  the 
river.  The  mill  is  supplied  with  the  most  im- 
proved machinery,  and  the  flour  which  they  turn 
out  is  of  the  finest  qualit3'. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Gerlache  became  the  wife  of  our 
subject  in  1866.  She  was  born  in  Virginia,  and 
has  become  the  mother  of  the  following  five  chil- 
dren: John  W.,  Magdalena,  Philip,  William  and 
George.      His   prompt   and    methodical    business 
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liahits,  goud  financial  talent  and  tact  in  the  man- 
ageniont  of  affairs,  have  brought  Mr.  Saner  before 
the  public  as  a  desirable  oflicial.  He  was  nomi- 
nated for  State  Senator  on  the  Republican  ticket, 
but  declined  to  accept  the  honor,  lie  has  been 
Township  Trustee,  and  for  twenty-one  years  was  a 
member  of  the  School  Board.  With  his  wife  he  is 
a  devoted  member  of  the  Evangelical  Church  and 
retains  the  stanch  decisive  principles  of  that  faith. 


"jfl  OIIN  KEIMAN.  In  the  brief  and  imperfect 
outline  we  arc  able  to  give  in  this  biograph- 
ical sketch  of  one  of  the  most  progressive 
'  farmers  of  Jackson  County,  we  can  do  but 
little  more  than  merely  glance  at  some  of  the  prin- 
cipal events  with  which  he  has  been  connected  and 
identified  in  his  long  and  useful  career  as  a 
fanner  and  business  man.  The  life  and  character 
of  Mr.  Reinian,  rising  from  an  humble  position  by 
his  own  unaided  efforts  to  a  place  of  honor  among 
men,  presents  a  useful  lesson  to  the  30uth  of  this 
generation  and  adds  another  striking  illustration 
of  the  power  and  force  of  determined  purpose  and 
perseverance. 

The  landed  possessions  of  Mr.  Reiman  aggregate 
five  hundred  and  twenty-six  acres,  the  larger  part 
of  which  has  been  placed  under  cultivation.  His 
home  is  pleasantly  situated  on  section  35,  Levan 
Township,  where  he  has  erected  a  substantial  resi- 
dence, commodious  barns  and  other  buildings  ade- 
([uate  to  their  several  uses.  The  soil  has  been  fer- 
tilised by  a  proper  rotation  of  crops,  and  every- 
thing about  the  place  gives  indication  of  the  en- 
terprising habits  of  the  proprietor. 

In  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born 
February  4,  1838,  the  sufjject  of  this  sketch  spent 
the  first  six  years  of  his  life,  and  tlience  in  1811  he 
accompanied  his  father,  Andrew  Reiman,  to  Illi- 
nois. They  journeyed  up  the  Mississippi  River  as 
far  as  Chester,  and  at  their  plact'  of  landing  the 
Father  of  Waters  was  thirteen  miles  wide.  Arriv- 
ing in  Chester  in  June  of  18-14,  the  family  pro- 
ceeded to  Jackson  County  and  settled  one  and  one- 
fourth  miles  north  of  Murphysboro.  There  the 
boyhood  years   of    our  subject  were  passed,  and 


there  he  remained  until  he  attained  tiie  age  of 
twenty-two,  meantime  devoting  his  time  almost 
exclusively  to  agricultural  labors  and  enjoying 
the  most  meager  of  educational  privileges. 

When  twcut3'-two  3'ears  old,  Mr.  Reiman  jmr- 
chased  eighty  acres,  comprising  a  portion  of  his 
present  estate,  and  to  his  original  tract  he  has  from 
time  to  lime  added,  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  five 
hundred  and  twent3--six  acres  of  as  fertile  land  as 
is  to  be  found  in  Jackson  County.  He  has  wit- 
nessed the  wonderful  progress  made  by  the  county 
and  the  develoijment  of  its  material  resources,  and 
by  his  enterprise  and  public  spirit  has  contributed 
to  the  growth  of  this  section  of  the  state.  In  for- 
mer years  Chester  was  the  nearest  wheat  market 
and  the  surrounding  country  was  sparsely  settled. 
He  was  accustomed  to  go  to  mill  on  horseback, 
carrying  the  wheat  and  corn  that  was  to  be  ground. 

In  1860  Mr.  Reiman  married  Miss  Emily  E., 
daughter  of  William  Cooper,  a  A'irginian,  who 
carl}'  settled  in  Illinois.  Seven  children  were 
born  of  the  union,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy 
with  the  exception  of  William,  an  intelligent  and 
well  educated  young  man.  While  Mr.  Reiman  has 
devoted  his  attention  princi[)ally  to  his  private 
affairs,  he  has  found  time  to  keep  posted  upon  the 
national  and  local  issues  of  the  day,  and  in  poli- 
tics gives  his  support  to  the  Democratic  party. 
He  is  now  filling  the  position  of  Supcrvisoi',  and  at 
the  expiration  of  his  present  term  will  have 
served  six  years  in  that  capacity.  For  twent3--one 
years  he  has  been  an  officer  in  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  is  a  generous  contributor  to  religious 
enterprises. 

•^-♦-e^ 

(^^HURSTON  W.  TAGGART  was  known  and 
fllf^^  honored  throughout  Randolph  County, 
^>^i/'  being  a  native-born  citizen,  an  extensive 
agriculturist,  and  at  one  time  I'ostmaslcr  at  New 
Palestine.  His  birth  occurred  March  31,  1856, 
near  IMair,  he  being  the  eldest  child  of  Amos 
and  Sylvania  (Carsteller)  Taggart.  Both  families 
were  among  the  early  and  prominent  settlers  of 
Randolph  County.  The  father  is  yet  surviving 
and  is  greatly  esteemed  for  his  kindly  acts  of 
hand  and  heart. 

Our   subject  attended    the  common  schools  of 
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his  district,  and  until  attaining  his  majority  aided 
his  father  on  the  home  farm.  At  this  period  in 
life  he  started  out  for  liimself  and  continued  to 
conduct  his  chosen  occupation  with  the  exception 
of  a  year  and  a-half,  during  which  time  he  was 
Superintendent  of  the  Count}'  Farm.  His  farm 
comprised  at  his  death  eiglity  acres,  which  he  had 
worlved  hard  to  improve  and  cultivate. 

November  22,  1882,  Mr.  Taggart  and  Miss  Cath- 
erine R.,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Anna  (Will- 
inger)  Bauer,  were  united  in  marriage.  Her  par- 
ents were  both  born  in  German}-,  but  came  to 
this  country  when  quite  young,  and  here  spent 
their  entire  lives.  By  the  union  of  our  subject 
and  his  wife  three  children  were  born:  Sydney, 
who  died  in  infancy;  Francis  V.  and  Anna,  both 
of  whom  are  living  with  their  mother.  The  good 
wife  and  children  were  deprived  of  a  loving  hus- 
band and  devoted  father  May  2,  1889,  wlien  Thur- 
ston Taggart  was  called  from  this  life  to  the  land 
be^'ond. 

Mrs.  Taggart  is  the  present  Postmistress  at  New 
Palestine,  the  duties  of  which  she  is  discharging 
faithfully  and  with  credit  to  herself  as  well  as 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  people.  She  is  a  clear- 
headed business  woman,  and,  in  addition  to  the 
management  of  the  postoHice.  is  also  conducting 
a  profitable  mercantile  business,  which  was  estab- 
lished by  her  husband  in  1886.  She  is  connected 
with  the  Catholic  Church,  with  which  Mr.  Tag- 
gart was  also  identified.  In  politics  he  was  a 
Democrat. 


ilL^,  ENRY  KRUEGER,  who  engages  in  general 
farming  on  section  31,  township  3,  range  9, 
Monroe  County,  w.as  born  June  29,  1841, 
g^  in  Germany,  and  is  the  only  survivor  of  a 
family  of  four  children,  the  other  three  h.aving 
died  in  infancy.  The  parents,  Christian  and  AVil- 
helmiua  (Susavendt)  Krueger,  were  also  natives  of 
Germany.  At  the  age  of  thirty-nine,  the  father 
accompanied  b}'  his  family,  left  that  country  and 
crossed  the  broad  Atlantic  to  America.  He  landed 
in  New  Orleans,  and  thence  came  to  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, 111.,   where  he  engaged  in  farming  up  to  the 


time  of  his  death.  He  was  an  industrious  and  en- 
ergetic man,  and  placed  his  land  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation.  He  passed  away  at  the  age 
of  seventy-five,  and  was  laid  to  rest  in  this  county. 
His  wife  died  seveial  ^ears  previous  to  his  demise. 
Both  were  members  of  the  German  Evangelical 
Church,  and  were  highly  respected  people  of  the 
community.  In  his  political  affiliations  the  father 
was  a  stanch  Republican. 

Henry  Krueger  spent  the  first  thirteen  years  of 
his  life  in  Germany,  and  then  came  with  his  par- 
ents to  the  New  World.  He  attended  school  in 
the  Old  Country,  but  is  largely  self-educated. 
From  an  early  age  he  was  inured  to  the  labors  of 
the  farm,  becoming  familiar  with  the  business  in 
all  its  details,  and  to  his  father  he  gave  the  benefit 
of  his  services  until  his  marriage.  This  important 
event  was  celebrated  on  the  29th  of  June,  1865, 
Miss  Wilhelmina  Brandt  becoming  his  wife.  The 
lady  is  also  a  native  of  Germany.  By  their  union 
were  born  thirteen  children,  but  eight  of  the  num- 
ber are  now  deceased.  Those  still  living  are,  Wil- 
helmina, Christina,  Louisa,  William  and  Moritz. 
The  family  is  one  widely  and  favorablj-  known  in 
this  community,  and  its  members  rank  high  in  the 
social  circles  in  which  they  move.  Their  home  is 
the  abode  of  hospitalit}-  and  good  cheer. 

Mr.  Krueger  has  lived  a  quiet  and  unassuming 
life,  devoting  his  entire  lime  and  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  with  which  he  has  been  familiar 
since  early  boyhood.  He  is  regarded  as  one  of 
the  enterprising  and  progressive  farmers  of  the 
neighborhood,  and  the  neat  appearance  of  the  place 
indicates  his  thrift  and  careful  supervision.  His  iX 
land  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is 
well  improved.  His  possessions  stand  as  a  monu- 
ment to  his  labors,  for  his  property  has  all  been 
acquired  through  his  own  unaided  efforts.  He 
may  therefore  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man. 

-^>y ^.o*o.@v><^..o*o.. *^ 

ENRY  W.  NICHOLLS,  Postmaster  at  Fin- 
ne}',  and  a  successful  farmer  of  Somerset 
Township,  Jackson  County,  cultivates  a 
finely  improved  estate  of  two  hundred 
acres,  which,  with  its  comfortable  residence  and 
substantial   outbuildings  and  general  air  of  pros- 


RESIDENCE  OF    H  .W.  NICHOLLS  ,   S  EC.  ^.,  SOM  ER5  ET  TP, -JACKSON  CO., ILL. 
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perity,  indicates  the  existence  of  cultivated  tastes 
ami  :im[)lo  moans.  1m)i-  a  number  of  years  after 
locating  in  llii.s  county  lie  devoted  liis  ;ittention 
to  coal  minin;^  in  connection  willi  fainiing,  and  of 
late  years  has  conducted  agricultural  pursuits  in 
addition  to  attending  to  lii.s  duties  as  Postmaster. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Henry  and  Elizabeth 
(Richards)  Nicholls,  were  natives  of  England.  The 
fatlier  emigrated  to  America  in  1H17,  after  which 
he  resided  in  Wisconsin  for  a  number  of  years  and 
then  removed  to  Michigan.  There  he  died  in  1856. 
Henry  W.  was  born  in  Cornwall  County,  England, 
May  31,  1831,  and  in  his  boyhood  attended  the 
pay  schools  of  that  country,  taking  advantage  of 
every  opportunity  for  acciuiring  a  [iractical  edu- 
cation. When  about  nine  years  of  age  he  began 
to  work  in  the  tin  mines  of  ('(jrnwall,  and  con- 
tinued thus  employed  until  he  emigrated  to  this 
country  in  lHt8.  He  took  passage  on  a  sailing- 
vessel  at  St.  Ives,  and  after  an  uneventful  voyage 
of  six  weeks  and  four  days  landed  in  Quebec, 
whence  lie  proceeded  direct  to  (oant  County, 
Wis.,  his  father's  home.  In  this  j(»urney  he  was 
acconipanitd  by  his  mother. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Nicholls  found  em- 
ployment in  tlie  lead  mines  of  Wisconsin,  whence 
in  1853  he  removed  to  the  northern  peninsula  of 
Michigan  and  worked  in  the  copper  mines  there 
for  several  years.  His  next  home  was  in  Newton 
County,  Mo.,  where  he  was  employed  in  the  lead 
mines.  From  there  he  |)roceede(i  to  Illinois  and 
engaged  in  lead  mining  in  Hardin  County.  The 
year  18()8  witnes.se<l  his  arrival  in  .lackson  Coun- 
ty, 111., where  for  some  time  he  engaged  in  mining 
for  coal,  as  well  as  in  general  farming. 

August  31,1868,  Mr.  Nicholls  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Harriet  Chancy,  who  was  born 
in  Hardin  County,  III.,  March  11,  1813.  She  is  a 
daughter  of  .lames  and  Ellen  (Keelen)  Chancy, 
natives  respectively  of  Ohio  and  Tennessee,  and 
early  settlers  in  Hardin  County.  Unto  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Nicholls  there  have  been  born  four  children, 
Andrew,  ,Iames,  Thomas  and  William.  A  Repub- 
lican in  [lolitics,  Mr.  Nicholls  was  in  1889  ap- 
pointed Postmaster  at  Finney  and  is  still  serving 
in  that  capacity,  as  well  as  in  the  [wsition  of  High- 
way Commissioner.  With  his  wife  he  holds  raem- 
31 


berslup  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South, 

in  which  he  is  an  active  worker. 

As  one  of  the  re|)rescntative  men  of  Jackson 
County,  Mr.  Nicholls  stands  second  to  none  in 
point  of  sterling  integrity  and  those  qualities 
which  go  to  make  up  the  responsible  citizen  and 
useful  member  of  the  community.  Here  he  has 
spent  the  best  years  of  his  life,  and  his  long  and 
arduous  labors  have  been  crowned  with  success. 
Under  his  careful  manageineiit  his  land  has  been 
brought  to  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  is  im- 
proved with  all  the  appliances  suggested  to  the 
enterprising  and  progressive  farmer,  while  his 
residence,  recently  completed,  is  the  finest  in  the 
township. 

'f/^^  ERMAN  F.  MII)l)ENl)(»l{K,  a  well  known 
merchant  of  Chester,  is  a  native  of  this 
place,  where  his  birth  occurred  August  30, 
)j  1867.  He  is  the  son  of  .lohn  George  Mid- 
dendorf,  who  was  born  in  Hanover,  '•ermany,x>n 
the  8th  of  August,  1821,  and  w.as  one  in  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children.  As  was  the  custom  in  his 
native  land  he  attended  school  from  the  age  of 
six  to  fourteen  years.  His  father,  who  was  a  mer- 
chant tailor,  trained  him  to  follow  that  occupa- 
tion, but  u|)on  reaching  his  majority  he  left  the 
parental  roof  and  cro.ssed  the  Atlantic  in  company 
with  an  elder  brother,  landing  in  New  Orleans  in 
December,  1815. 

Two  years  later  .lohn  Middeiidorf  saile<l  u|)  the 

I  Mississippi  to  St.  Louis,  where  he  worked  at  his 
trade  until  March  6,  IH,")1,  the  date  of  his  advent 

[    in  Chester.     Having  visited  this  city  the  previous 

!  year,  he  had  then  selected  and  purchased  resi- 
dence and  business  property, and  on  coining  hither 
brought  with  him  a  stock  of  goods  for  opening  a 
store,  which  was  the  first  establishment  of  its  kind 
in  the  place.  He  was  tpiite  successful  in  this  under- 
taking, and  a  few  months  later  put  in  a  stock  of 
dry  goods  and  conducted  a  very  successful  busi- 
ness as  a  general  merchant.  He  was  prudent  and 
judicious  in  the  management  of  his  affairs,  and 
honesty,  which  he  over  found  to  be  the  best  pol- 
icy, was  the  corner-stone  of  his  success. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  married  August 

I    1, 1851,  to  Miss  Minnie  T.  Triefte,also  a  native  of 
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Germany,  who  had  come  to  America  three  years 
previous  to  her  marriage.  She  aided  her  hus- 
band very  materially  in  attaining  his  high  stand- 
ing in  the  coninninity,  and  during  her  entire  life 
has  manifested  her  ability  as  a  helpmate,  her  wis- 
dom as  a  parent  and  her  value  as  a  friend.  John 
Middendorf  departed  this  life  December  22,  1888, 
greatly  mourned  by  all  who  knew  liim.  He  was 
very  prominent  in  local  affairs,  and  at  one  time 
was  honored  with  the  oHice  of  Mayor  of  Chester. 
The  brothers  and  sisters  of  our  subject  are: 
Anna,  Mrs.  John  F.  Naber,  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.; 
Caroline,  Mrs.  A.  H.  Senden;  Mary,  Mrs.  J.  T. 
Neely;  Fred  H.,  George  H.  and  Edward.  Herman 
F.  was  given  a  good  education,  and  is  one  of  the 
bright  and  promising  young  men  of  the  county. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics  and  possesses 
hosts  of  friends  in  this  section. 


^>^r<n 


gv^^ 


1  LLES  B.  HUNTER  is  the  station  agent  and 
telegraph    operator   at    Harrison,    Jackson 


)£--= - - 

iVzrjJ'  County,  on  the  Cairo  Sliort  Line  Railroad. 
Somerset  Township  contains  no  citizen  more  active 
or  energetic  than  he,  and  he  is  gifted  with  many 
worthy  attributes  that  render  him  respected  of  all 
men.  A  man  of  high  moral  cliaracter,  eminent 
public  spirit  and  a  wide  range  of  information,  he 
has  been  generous  in  his  support  of  all  enterprises 
that  will  in  any  way  add  to  the  pios|)erit}'  of  the 
community  with  whose  interests  his  own  are  iden- 
tical. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  John  and  Rhoda 
(Butts)  Hunter,  were  natives  of  Tennessee,  whence 
in  1848  they  removed  to  Illinois,  and  sojourned 
for  a  short  time  in  Williamson  County.  From 
there  they  moved  to  Union  County  and  located 
on  a  farm  twelve  miles  east  of  Anna.  Subsequently 
locating  in  Jonesboro,  they  resided  in  that  place 
for  several  j'ears.  In  July,  1851,  the  father  became 
an  assistant  in  the  surveying  corps  under  J.  F. 
Ashlej',  chief  of  the  corps,  and  aided  in  survej'ing 
a  portion  of  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad.  His 
death,  whicli  occurred  in  May,  1886,w.astbe  result 
of  an  accident  on  the  railroad  at  Makanda,  III. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Smith 


County,  Tenn.,  September  19,  1845,  and  was  a 
child  of  three  years  when  the  family  came  to  Illi- 
nois. He  had  such  schooling  as  could  be  obtained 
in  those  days  of  limited  educational  advantages, 
when  the  rude  log  cabin  was  the  only  literary  in- 
stitution of  this  section  of  country,  and  its  doors 
were  opened  to  the  thildren  only  for  a  few  weeks 
jn  the  different  seasons.  Bred  to  the  life  of  a 
railroad  man,  he  was  only  twelve  years  old  when 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Illinois  Central  Rail- 
road, and  for  a  number  of  j'ears  was  connected 
with  station  work,  his  princi[)al  occupation  being 
the  loading  of  fruit  on  the  cars.  For  several  years 
he  was  fencing  foreman  for  the  Illinois  Central 
Railroad,  his  duties  being  to  see  that  fences  were 
kept  in  good  repair  between  certain  points. 

For  a  time  Mr.  Hunter  filled  the  position  of 
station  agent  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  at 
Dubois,  III.,  after  which,  on  the  18th  of  July,  1882, 
he  entered  upon  his  duties  as  agent  for  the  St. 
Louis  Coal  Road  Company,  at  Harrison,  III.,  and 
subsequently  became  station  agent  at  the  same 
point  for  the  Cairo  Short  Line  Railway  Company, 
they  having  leased  the  road  and  the  station.  Mr. 
Hunter  is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  valuable 
land  in  this  count}',  and  is  well  situated  financially, 
his  prosperity  having  been  attained  solely  through 
his  own  exertions. 

May  8,  1864,  Mr.  Hunter  and  Miss  Serena  Cauble 
were  united  in  marriage.  Tlie  latter  was  born  in 
Illinois  and  reared  in  Jackson  County,  where 
her  father,  the  late  Adam  Cauble,  was  a  resident. 
Her  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Priscilla 
Baltzell,  was  three  times  married,  her  first  husband 
being  a  Mr.  Roricks,  the  second  William  Gentry, 
and  the  third  Adam  Cauble;  now  the  third  time 
widowed,  she  makes  her  home  with  her  children, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter  are  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: John  F.,  Charles  J.,  Walter  S.,  Josephine 
(wife  of  W.  B.  Horstman,an  engineer  on  the  CairO' 
Short  Line  Railroad),  and  Dora,  who  married  W.  H.. 
Davis. 

Mr.  Hunter  is  a  frank,  open-hearted  man,  gifted 

with  energy  and  stability  of  character.    His  public 

^    spirit  is  well  known,  and  every  enterprise  that  will 

in  anj'  wa}'  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  tf>wn- 

sbip  is  sure  to  meet  with  his  cordial  approval  an^ 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL   RECORD. 


805 


sulretantinl  support.  In  his  political  affiliations  be 
is  actively  identified  with  tlie  Democratic  party. 
As  Director  of  Sdioois,  he  has  displayed  {rrcat  in- 
terest in  the  educational  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity, and  has  contributed  in  every  way  to  se- 
cure this  desired  result.  Iii  matters  of  religion,  he 
is  a  Haptist.  Socially  he  holds  nieiiihersliip  with 
Mt.  Carbon  Lodge  No.  4:51,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  at  Mur- 
phvsboro. 

)#^P • 


SIOMUNI)  HRINKMAN.  of  the  firm  of  S. 
A  W.  Brinkman,  contractors  and  build- 
ers in  Chester,  is  a  native  of  this  cit}', 
where  his  birth  occurred  August  20,  18,58. 
His  parents,  Frederick  and  Margaret  (Kipp)  Brink- 
man,  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  came  to  the 
United  Slatesin  1848.  Landing  in  New  Orleans, 
they  made  their  way  up  the  Mississippi  River  to 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  thence  a  few  years  later  came 
to  Chester,  where  they  made  a  permanent  location. 
Frederick  Brinkman  was  a  builder  and  contractor 
by  occu|)alion,  which  l)usincss  he  carried  on  with 
great  success  until  his  decease,  which  occurred  in 
this  city  in  1885.  His  good  wife,  who  still  sur- 
vives, is  now  (1894)  in  her  seventy-fourth  year 
and  makes  her  home  in  Chester. 

Our  subject  is  the  youngest  in  the  parentiil  fam- 
ily of  seven  children,  only  three  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: William,  Henry  and  Sigmimd.  Kdward  Brink- 
man  wasdrowned  in  .\i)pleloii  Creek,  at  Appleton, 
Mo.,  when  in  his  twenty-fifth  year.  Our  subject 
first  attended  the  Lutheran  school,  and  afterward 
continued  his  studies  in  the  piil)lic  schools  of  this 
cit3'.  After  completing  his  education,  and  desirous 
of  making  his  own  way  in  the  world,  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade  under  his  father,  ami  (•oiilinucd  to 
work  with  him  until  the  death  of  the  latter.  Suc- 
ceeding to  his  father's  business,  our  suliject  in  1881 
formed  a  partnership  with  F.  William  Brinkman, 
and  together  they  have  erected  some  of  the  finest 
buildings  in  the  county,  among  which  are  the 
(irand  View  Hotel  and  the  bank  block  of  Speakman 
&  Co.,  in  this  city. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Hrinkman  with  Miss  Laura 
Colbert  occurred  August  24,  1880.  Mrs.  Brink- 
oiaa  was  born  in  Kaskaskia  County  in  September, 


1859,  and  is  a  daughter  of  George  and  Louise 
(Bertel)  Colbert.  Their  union  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  seven  children,  Ruth,  Mabel,  Ada, 
Laura,  Signiund,  Clara  and  Bertram.  By  all  who 
know  him,  our  subject  is  honored  for  his  fine  char- 
acter and  business  abilit\'  and  is  well  liked  by  rea- 
son of  his  pleasing  (jualities.  His  good  wife,  who 
is  a  member  of  St.  .John's  Lutheran  Clmicli,  is  a 
very  devoted  Christian  woman.  Mr.  Brinknian 
likewise  holds  membership  with  that  denomination. 
He  is  somewhat  active  in  the  iiolitical  affairs  of 
his  vicinity,  working  with  the  Democratic  party. 
He  has  served  his  fellow-citizens  in  various  capa- 
cities, and  in  IS'JS  was  elected  Alderman  of  the 
Third  Ward. 

Frederick  Brinkman,  the  father  of  our  subject, 
invented  the  steam  drum  washer,  obtaining  the 
|iatent  on  the  .same  after  coming  to  the  United 
States.  He  was  a  very  earnest  worker  in  the  Lu- 
theran Church  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 
congregation  in  Chester,  to  which  he  was  a  liberal 
contributor.  In  politics  he  was  rather  conserva- 
tive, but  alwjiys  active,  and  for  three  terms  was 
Alderman  of  the  Third  Ward  of  this  city. 


I^  KRMAN  C.  SASSE,  a  progressive  farmer  of 
ir))!  R.andolph  County,  cultivates  a  tr.act  of 
^^^  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  acres  situ- 
'^)j  ated  on  section  7,  township  7,  range  5.  -\ 
native  of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  he  was  born  December 
10,  1853,  to  Adolph  II.  and  Caroline  (Wolter) 
Sasse,  natives  of  llaverla  and  Klein  Elba,  resi)ec- 
tively,  in  the  i)roviiu'e  of  Hanover,  German}'. 
The  parents  were  born  in  the  year  1820,  the  father 
on  the  20th  of  February,  and  the  mother  on  the 
Gth  of  December.  About  the  year  1846  the}'  were 
married  in  Haverla,and  there  resided  until  the  fall 
of  1851.  Leaving  Brcmcrhaven  after  a  voyage 
of  sixty-four  days,  they  landed  in  New  Orleans 
and  proceeded  immediately  to  St.  Louis.  Mo., 
where  they  resided  about  five  years. 

In  the  3'ear  1857,  .accompanied  b}'  his  family, 
Mr.  Sasse  reinoviMl  to  the  farm  where  his  son,  Her- 
man C,  now  resided.  Here  he  made  his  home  un- 
til Uis  death,  which  occurred  July  12,    1878.     The 


806 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with 
her  son.  Of  seven  children  born  to  this  couple, 
our  subject  is  the  only  one  who  survives.  On  the 
18th  of  May,  1876,  Mr.  .Sasse  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Caroline,  daughter  of.  Peter  and 
Mary  (Oelman)  Gifhorn,  natives  of  the  villages  of 
Lobmachtersen  and  Gebhardshagen,  in  the  province 
of  Brunswick,  Germany.  They  were  born  March 
20,  1816,  and  April  3,  1821,  respectively.  Their 
marriage  occurred  in  1850,  and  in  .January  of 
1852  they  emigrated  to  America,  landing  in  New 
Orleans,  and  going  thence  direct  to  St.  Louis. 
There  they  resided  until  April,  1876,  when  they 
came  to  Wine  Hill,  111.,  and  this  has  since  been 
their  home. 

Mrs.  Sasse,  the  second  and  only  survivor  of  two 
daughters,  was  born  April  28,  1854,  and  by  her 
union  has  become  the  mother  of  seven  children, 
six  of  whom  are  now  living.  They  are,  Freda  M., 
Adolph  P.,  Herman  J.,  Emma  W.,  Martha  T.  and 
Walter  C.  Louisa  M.  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Sasse,  together  with  their  family,  are  members 
of  St.  Paul's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  of 
AVine  Hill,  over  which  the  Rev.  C.  F.  Liebe  pre- 
sides. They  are  respected  by  a  wide  circle  of 
friends,  and  move  in  the  best  social  circles  of  the 
county. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Sasse  is  a  Democrat,  and  has 
affiliated  with  that  party  ever  since  attaining  his 
majorit}-.  He  gives  the  part}-  candidates  and 
principles  his  earnest  support.  For  four  years  he 
has  served  as  Constable,  after  having  served  a 
year  in  the  same  position  by  apix)intment.  For 
three  years  he  was  Road  Commissioner,  and  for 
the  same  period  served  as  Director  of  district 
schools.  For  the  past  six  years  he  has  been  a 
member  of  the  County  Central  Committee  of  his 
political  party.  In  addition  to  his  farming  opera- 
tions, he  holds  twentj'-five  shares  in  the  Welga 
Crearaeiy  Comi)any,  of  which  he  is  Secretary.  He 
Is  a  Director  of  the  Randolpli  County  Mutual  In- 
surance Companj-,  an  organization  of  the  farmers 
for  protection  against  tire,  tornadoes,  lightning, 
etc.,  the  policies  of  which  amount  to  moi-e  than  a 
million  dollars.  For  six  j'cars  Mr.  Sasse  was  Trus- 
tee of  St.  Paul's  Lutheran  Church,  in  which  he 
is  a  prominent  worker.     He  is  true  to  every  public 


and  private  trust  reposed  in  him,  and   has  led  an 

honorable  life.  Charitable  and  benevolent,  the 
needy  and  distressed  find  in  him  a  friend,  and 
every  worthy-  enterprise  receives  his  sujjport. 


i>-^^<m^ 


\I| — ^  W.  MOORE,  a  prominent  young  railroad 
1^  man,  who  is  now  Master  of  Transportation 
It — ^  of  the  St.  Louis  Division  of  the  Mobile  it 
Ohio  Railroad  at  Murphysboro,  h.is  been  connected 
with  this  road  since  May,  1879,  and  his  continuance 
therewith  indicates  a  faithful  and  etiicient  service. 
As  he  has  man3'  friends  throughout  this  commu- 
nity, we  feel  assured  that  the  record  of  his  life 
will  prove  of  interest  to  many  of  our  readers.  A 
native  of  Iowa,  he  was  born  in  Keokuk,  August 
7,  1859,  and  is  one  in  a  fauiil}-  of  five  sons  and 
two  daughters,  though  only  two  of  the  number 
are  now  living.  The  parents  were  P.  W.  and 
Ellen  (Dunn)  Moore.  Both  were  natives  of  Ire- 
land. When  a  young  man  the  father  crossed  the 
Atlantic,  locating  in  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  transfer  department.  He 
also  served  as  County  Jailer  for  some  years,  and 
died  while  filling  that  oltice.  His  wife  also  passed 
away  in  Keokuk. 

In  the  city  of  his  birth  E.  W.  Moore  was  reared, 
and  in  its  public  schools  w.is  educated.  At  the 
age  of  fifteen  he  became  biakeman  on  the  con- 
struction train  of  the  Des  Jloiiies  Valley  Railroad, 
between  Keokuk  and  Des  Moines,  and  was  thus 
employed  until  1879.  He  then  served  for  two 
years  as  brakcmaii  on  the  Cairo  it  St.  Louis,  a 
narrow  gauge  road,  after  which  he  was  made  con- 
ductor on  a  passenger  train  running  between  St. 
Louis  and  Cairo.  He  served  for  seven  years  in 
that  position,  until  in  October,  1890,  he  was  pro- 
moted, becoming  Master  of  Trans[)ortation.  He 
now  has  charge  of  all  trains  on  the  St.  Louis  Di- 
vision of  the  Mobile  ct  Ohio  Road.  It  is  a  re- 
s|)onsible  position,  but  it  is  capably  and  efficiently 
filled. 

In  1886  a  marriage  ceremony  was  performed 
in  St.  Louis  which  united  the  destinies  of  Mr. 
Moore  and  Miss  Ella  Wilson,  a  native  of  Cape 
Girardeau,  Mo.     They  make  their  home  in    Mur.^ 
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physboro  and  are  well  known  people  of  the  corn- 
niunily.  In  politics  Mr.  Moore  is  a  Democrat,  but 
bas  liad  neitlier  time  nor  inclination  for  public 
office.  During  all  tbe  time  that  he  was  on  the 
road  as  brakcman  or  conductor  there  was  not  a 
single  passenger  in  his  charge  injured.  The  same 
painstaking  care  wbicii  then  characterized  his  la- 
bors is  yet  seen,  and  it  proved  an  important  factor 
in  liis  promotion. 


NDRKW  CLYDK,  proprietor  of  the  Clyde 
'^7'Ji  Hotel,  at  Percy,  is  a  man  widely  known 
J>  in  this  community  and  lie  has  the  high  re- 
gard of  all  with  whom  he  has  been  brought 
in  conUet.  We  therefore  feel  assured  that  the 
record  of  his  life  will  prove  of  interest  to  our 
readers  and  gladly  gives  it  a  place  in  this  volume. 
A  native  of  Scotland,  he  was  born  at  New  Battle, 
near  Edinburgh,  on  the  28tli  of  .July,  1851.  His 
parents,  Andrew  and  .Jessie  (Rathby)  Clyde,  were 
also  natives  of  Scotland.  The  father  was  a  butcher 
and  cattle  dealer  in  his  native  land  and  carried  on 
that  business  for  a  number  of  years,  but  is  now 
living  a  retired  life.  The  mother  also  survives, 
and  h.is  re.iched  a  ripe  old  age. 

In  his  native  land  Andrew  Cl3-de  attended  the 
public  schools  until  fourteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
began  working  with  bis  brother  Hugh,  a  cattle 
dealer,  with  whom  he  continued  for  two  years.  In 
1869  he  sailed  for  America.  He  was  then  a  3'oung 
man  of  eighteen  years  and  had  resolved  to  seek  a 
home  and  fortune  beyond  the  Atlantic,  for  he  be- 
lieved that  better  opportunities  and  jirivileges 
were  afforded  in  the  New  World  than  in  the 
older  countries  of  Europe.  He  first  went  to  Mis- 
sissippi, where  an  elder  brother,  George,  lived 
upon  a  plantation,  and  there  remained  for  one 
year. 

Not  liking  the  country,  however,  Mr.  Clyde 
started  northward,  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  after 
spending  a  number  of  years  in  the  west,  he  came 
to  southern  Illinois.  Here  he  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  coal  mining,  which  he  followed  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
1888    he    emljarked    in    llie  retail   liquor  business 


at  Sparta,  where  he  remained  for  some  time,  and 
then  came  to  Percy,  111.,  where  he  entered  the 
hotel  business.  To  this  work  he  now  devotes  his 
energies,  being  proprietor  of  the  Clyde  Hot«l, 
which  is  widely  and  favorably  known  throughout 
southern  Illinois  and  Missouri.  From  the  travel- 
ing public  he  receives  a  liberal  patronage,  for  he 
carefully  looks  after  the  interests  and  comfort  of 
his  guests. 

In  1881  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  Mr. 
Clyde  and  Miss  Ilattie,  daugiiter  of  Thomas  B. 
and  iSIargaret  Edwards,  of  Beaucoup,  Washington 
County,  111.  Mr.  and  Mi-s.  Clyde  are  prominent 
and  well  known  people  of  the  community  and  have 
many  friends  in  this  ncigliborhof)d.  lie  was  reared 
in  the  faith  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  but  is  not 
now  identified  with  any  religious  organization. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  Peebles  Kilwinning 
Lodge  No.  24,  of  Peebles,  Scotland,  and  is  a  Mas- 
ter Mason.  In  support  of  party  principles  he  is  a 
pronounced  Republican,  but  in  local  elections 
where  no  Issue  is  before  the  people  he  supports  the 
man  whom  he  thinks  best  qualified  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  tbe  olllce,  regardless  of  party  affil- 
iations. 

In  former  years  Mr.  Clj'de  was  an  enthusiastic 
sportsman  and  made  frequent  excursions  witli  gun 
and  dog  in  quest  of  game.  In  1878  he  was  awarded 
a  fine  gold  medal,  the  prize  offered  the  best  trap 
shot  at  the  Belleville  (III.)  contest.  In  his  business 
career  he  has  met  with  success,  as  the  result  of  his 
own  well  directed  efforts.  His  determination  to 
seek  a  home  in  America  has  proved  a  fortunate 
one. 

■  • 0#i#P • 


!)HOMAS  TUDOR,  residing  on  section  30, 
township  7,  range  5,  Randolph  County, 
owns  and  operates  a  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty -six  acres.  He  is  a  son  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  Tudor,  natives  of  Shropshire,  England, 
the  former  having  been  born  August  7,  1789.  Mar- 
ried in  their  native  country,  they  removed  in 
1827  to  Paris,  France.  Prior  to  their  removal 
they  had  Iwcome  the  parents  of  the  following  chil- 
dren: Elizabeth,  Samuel,  William  and  Mar}'.  John 
was  born  in  Paris,   France;  Harriet  first  saw   the 
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light  of  day  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  her  birth  hav- 
ing occurred  during  the  vo^-age  of  the  famil}'  to 
this  country;  and  Thomas  was  born  in  Rockland 
County,  N.  Y.,  March  23,  1835. 

Three  of  the  family  are  still  living:  Elizabeth, 
•widow  of  Thomas  Fulford,  of  Ilandolpli  County; 
John,  also  a  resident  of  this  county;  and  Thomas. 
He  remained  with  his  father  until  the  death  of 
the  latter,  in  1851,  and  the  mother  also  passed 
away  during  that  year.  By  will  the  liome  farm 
became  the  propertj'  of  Thomas,  who  has  contin- 
ued to  reside  here  since  his  father  settled  upon  the 
place  in  1851.  While  living  in  New  York,  he  was 
a  pupil  in  the  public  schools,  and  to  the  knowledge 
there  gained,  h.as  since  added  b}-  reading  and  ob- 
servation until  he  is  now  a  well  informed  man. 

On  the  14th  of  November,  1854,  Mr.  Tudor  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah  J.  Clifford, 
who  was  born  in  Beaver  County,  Pa.,  August  8, 
1833.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  Tudor,  Cunigara  and 
Sarah  (Galbraith)  Clifford,  were  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, who  in  1854  came  to  Illinois  and  located 
in  Randolph  County.  The  father  passed  away 
January  22,  1866,  and  the  mother,  January  29 
of  the  same  3'ear.  Of  their  eleven  children,  only 
two  are  now  living:  Mrs.  Tudor  and  Eliza,  the 
latter  being  the  widow  of  William  Conner,  and  a 
resident  of  Missouri.  Mrs.  Tudor  accompanied 
her  parents  to  Illinois  in  1854,  and  remained  with 
them  until  her  marriage.  She  has  been  the  mother 
of  four  children,  three  yet  living:  Eliza  C, Savan- 
nah and  Leon.  Eliza  C.  is  the  wife  of  Henry  Wal- 
termate,  and  resides  in  Dakota.  The  others  are  at 
home.  They  have  received  excellent  educations 
in  the  public  schools,  and  are  intelligent  and  well 
informed. 

In  the  prosecution  of  his  chosen  calling,  that  of 
agriculture,  Mr.  Tudor  has  been  very  successful, 
and  through  good  management  has  accumulated  a 
suHicient  amount  of  property  to  enable  him  to 
live  somewhat  retired  from  active  labors.  How- 
ever, though  not  compelled  to  toil  so  incessantly 
as  in  tlie  past,  he  still  superintends  the  farm,  and 
finds  his  time  fully  occupied  in  managing  the 
many  details  connected  with  farm  work.  Politi- 
cally, he  is  a  Repul)lican,  and  gives  that  party  the 
support  of  his  influence  and   ballot.     He  and   his 


wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  to 
which  their  respective  parents  also  belonged,  and 
the}'  attend  services  at  the  Ebenezer  Church  in 
township  7,  range  5. 


S.  ROBERTS,  City  Treasurer  of  Murphys- 
boro,  and  a  prominent  merchant  of  this 
place,  was  born  in  Alma,  111.,  March  4, 
1866.  His  grandfather,  John  Roberts,  w.as  a  miner 
in  Wales,  whence  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
the  United  States,  landing  in  New  Orleans  and 
proceeding  from  there  to  St.  Louis.  Crossing  the 
Mississippi  to  Illinois,  he  opened  a  mine  at  Casey- 
ville.  Later  he  was  seized  with  the  western  fever, 
and  went  to  Salt  Lake  City  with  the  intention  of 
locating  there  or  at  some  other  favorable  point, 
but  a  little  of  life  there  was  sullicient  for  himself 
and  family,  and  they  returned  to  Illinois.  The 
long  journej"  had  been  made  by  ox-teams.  Later 
Grandfather  Roberts  engaged  in  farming  in  Casej'- 
ville,  where  hi.s  death  occurred;  his  remains  were 
interred  at  Collinsville. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Albert  Roberts,  was 
born  in  Wales  and  was  reared  in  St.  Clair  Count}', 
111.,  where  he  engaged  in  mining  from  boyhood.  In 
1875  he  came  to  Murphysboro  as  Superintendent 
of  the  Gartside  Coal  Company.  By  the  unex- 
pected letting  down  of  a  cage  in  a  mine  he  was  so 
injured  that  i)aralysis  resulted,  and  he  remained 
an  invalid  until  his  death,  in  1887,  at  fift3'-thrce 
years  of  age.  His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Margaret  Evans,  was  born  in  Wales,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Murphjsboro.  In  the  Methodist  Epis- 
opal  Church  she  is  an  active  worker  and  is  a  ladj' 
of  sincere  Christian  character  and  amiable  disposi- 
tion. Her  father,  Richard  Evans,  emigrated  from 
Wales  to  America  and  died  in  Illinois. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  thirteen  chil- 
dren, of  whom  six  attained  mature  years.  Our 
subject,  who  was  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  re- 
moved from  Alma  to  Murphj'sboro  at  the  age  of 
eleven  j'ears,  and  was  a  student  in  the  common 
schools  at  this  place.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  years 
he  became  an  employe  in  a  dry-goods  store,  re- 
maining in  that  position  for  six  3-ears  and  spend- 
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ing  a  like  period  witli  C.  C.  Smilii,  who  succeeded 
the  fonnei  owner  of  tlic  e.stjibli>iiineiit.  After  Mr. 
Smith's  dealli,  in  November,  18112,  our  subject  and 
Mr.  Sharpe  were  appointed  administrators  of  the 
estate,  and  these  two  gentlemen  in  1893  purcluised 
the  slock  and  have  since  continued  in  business. 
They  occupy  a  store  on  the  corner  of  Main  and 
Chestnut  Streets,  '24x80  feet  in  dimensions,  aud 
carry  a  complete  assortment  of  dry  goods,  shoes, 
carpets,  etc. 

In  1803  Mr.  Roberts  marriecl  Anna  Yl.  Hay,  who 
w.as  born  in  X'irginia  and  removed  with  her  father, 
William  I).  Hay,  to  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  where  her 
marriage  occurred.  In  the  spring  of  1893  Mr. 
Roberts  was  nominated  and  elected  City  Treasurer 
on  the  Ivi'publican  ticket  for  a  term  of  two  years. 
He  has  ever  been  a  stalwart  supporter  of  the  Re- 
publican parly  and  an  active  worker  in  il.s  ranks. 
Socially,  he  is  identified  with  the  Uniformed  Rank, 
K.  P.,  and  has  held  tlie  vari(uis  chairs  of  that  fra- 
ternit}'. 

lONRAD  WOLTER,  a  farmer  residing  on 
section  4,  township  7,  range  5,  is  one  of 
the  extensive  land  owners  of  Randolph 
County,  his  possessions  including  the  home  farm 
of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres,  also  one  hundred 
and  sixty  .acres  on  section  .5,  township  7,  range  5, 
and  ninet3'-four  acres  elsewhere  in  this  county. 
'I'he  success  which  has  resulted  from  Mr.  Wolter's 
efforts  and  the  high  position  he  now  occupies 
among  the  agriculturists  of  the  county  are  due  to 
his  untiring  energy,  indomitable  perseverance  and 
undoubted  lionest3'.  Beginning  in  life  without 
capital,  he  has  steadily  worked  his  way  upward 
until  he  is  now  numbered  among  the  substantial 
and  prosperous  citizens  of  his  locality. 

Born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  February  II,  1839, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  son  of  Conrad 
and  Wilhelmcna  (Ilandlemann)  Wolter,  who  were 
born,  reared  and  married  in  Hanover.  Thence 
in  1802  they  emigrated  to  the  I'nited  States  and 
settled  in  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  they  made  a  short 
sojourn.  Afterward  coming  to  Randolph  Coun- 
ty,   Ihej-    purchased    fortj*  acres   in    township    7, 


range  5,  where  the  father  engaged  in  farming  dur- 
ing the  remainder  of  his  life.  In  the  iiarental 
family  there  were  seven  children,  of  whom  the 
following  survive:  Conrad;  Christina,  now  Mre. 
Werre,  of  Wine  Hill;  William  W.;  and  Lena  Car- 
oline, wife  of  John  Al want,  of  this  county.  Three 
children  died  when  small.  The  mother  of  this 
family  dit^l  in  October,  1870;  the  father  sur- 
vived a  number  of  years,  pi».ssing  away  March  1 1, 
1884. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  remained  with  his 
parents  until  his  marriage,  which  occurred  May 
23,  1862.  lie  was  then  united  with  Miss  Louisa 
Uettmei',  who  w.as  born  in  Hanover  .September  13, 
1839,  and  came  here  when  a  child  of  seven  or 
eight  3'ears.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Frederick 
and  Mary  (Mina)  Dettmer.  Of  this  union,  nine 
children  were  born,  five  yet  living,  as  follows: 
Herman,  Sophia,  Martin,  Annie  and  Lena.  Louisa 
died  February  7,  1894,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years. 
The  other  three  died  ^oung. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Wolter 
was  a  second  time  united  in  marriage,  on  the  31st 
of  August,  1884,  choosing  .as  his  companion  Miss 
Caroline  Cassel,  who  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
December  31,  18.50.  Mrs.  Wolter  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Conrad  and  Rachel  (Handermann)  Cassel, 
natives  respectively  of  Brunswick  and  Hanover, 
Germany.  The  father  came  to  the  I'nited  States 
in  184;'),  and  the  mother  two  3'ears  later;  they 
were  married  in  St.  Louis  March  14,  1850.  Mr. 
Cassel  passed  away  .luly  6,  1882,  while  his  wife 
died  on  the  22d  of  April,  1888.  Three  children 
have  been  born  to.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolter:  Lydia, 
Hulda  and  Florence. 

Beginning  as  a  farmer  with  a  tract  of  forty 
acres,  Mr.  Wolter  added  to  his  property  from  time 
to  time  until  he  is  now  the  owner'of  four  hun- 
dred aud  fourteen  acres.  He  has  no  reason  to  re- 
gret having  come  to  America,  for  success  has 
rewarded  his  efforts  here  and  he  is  numliered 
among  the  large  land  owners  of  Itandolph  County. 
Politically,  he  votes  with  the  Democratic  party, 
!  aud  is  .active  in  its  ranks.  For  sixteen  consecu- 
tive j-ears  he  served  as  Constable.  He  aud  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church  at 
Wine  Hill,  with  which  the  children  are  also  iden- 
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tified.  They  are  numbered  among  the  best  people 
of  the  county,  where  they  are  prominent  in  re- 
ligious and  social  circles  and  are  held  in  high 
esteem. 


'^-- 


=+ 


^^  HARLES   C.  GRIZZELL,   M.    D.,   of    Ver- 

|l(  "^.^  gennes,  was  born  November  3,  1859,  in 
^^/  Kenton  County,  Ky.,  and  in  the  usual  man- 
ner of  farmer  lads  was  reared  to  manhood.  His 
father,  Andrew  J.  Grizzell,  was  a  native  of  tlie 
same  county,  and  was  born  .luly  30,  1815.  The 
grandparents,  Solomon  and  Nancy  (Cogle)  Griz- 
zell, were  natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  re- 
spectively. The  former  left  his  native  state  at  tlie 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  purchasing  land  in  Ken- 
tuck}',  where  in  tlie  midst  of  the  forest  he  hewed 
out  a  farm.  In  the  family  were  eight  children:  FA\z- 
abeth,  wife  of  Robert  Marshall;  William,  Andrew, 
Benjamin;  Harriet,  wife  of  John  Kleet;  Martha 
Ann,  wife  of  William  Ware;  Nancy  Ann,  the  sec- 
ond wife  of  William  Ware;  and  Elam.  The  father 
of  this  family  died  in  Kenton  County,  Ky.,  in 
1856.  His  wife  passed  away  wiien  their  son  An- 
drew was  only  five  years  of  .age.  They  belonged 
to  the  Baptist  Cliurcli,  in  wliicli  Mr.  Grizzell  served 
.as  De.acon.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat  and  a 
follower  of  Andrew  Jackson. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-two  tiie  father  of  our  sub- 
ject left  home  and  married  Catherine  Stephens, 
the  union  being  celebrated  in  Kenton  County, 
August  3,  1837.  He  then  engaged  in  farming 
near  the  old  homestead,. and  when  his  father  became 
afflicted  with  palsy  he  took  charge  of  the  home 
farm,  which  he  continued  to  operate  until  the 
death  of  his  father.  Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grizzell 
were  born  the  following  children:  Leonard  S., 
Thomas  J.;  Harriet  Ann,  wife  of  LcanderDameron; 
George  W.,  Benton ;  Eliza  Jane,  wife  of  Henry  Den- 
nis; William  IL;  Nancy,  wife  of  George  Butcher; 
Mary  F.,  wife  of  William  Pittsford;  James  B., 
Charles  C.  and  Edward  J.  The  mother  of  this 
family  died  January  11,  1890,  and  her  loss  was 
deeply  mourned  by  all  who  knew  her. 

Mr.  Grizzell  continued  to  carry  on  farming  in 
Kentucky  until  March,  1861,  when  he  came  with 
his  family  to  Ora  Townshiii,  where  he  cleared  and 


developed  a  farm  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
transforming  the  liitherto  heav\'  timber  into  richly 
cultivated  fields.  He  there  made  his  home  until 
1883,  when  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Ava. 
On  the  death  of  his  wife,  the  old  home  was  broken 
up,  and  he  has  since  resided  witii  his  children. 
He  has  long  been  a  faithful  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  to  wliich  Mrs.  Grizzell  also  belonged,  and 
for  twenty-five  years  has  served  as  Deacon.  In 
politics  he  has  been  an  ardent  advocate  of  the 
Democracy.  His  life  h.as  been  on  honorable  and 
upright  one,  well  worth}'  of  emulation,  and  it  is 
with  pleasure  that  we  present  to  our  readers  this 
record  of  his  career. 

Charles  C.  Grizzell,  whose  name  beads  this 
sketch,  attended  the  common  schools,  and  later 
was  a  student  in  the  normal  school  of  Murphys- 
boro  and  also  of  Ava.  His  education  was  com- 
pleted in  the  Normal  University  of  Carbondale, 
and  he  then  eng.aged  in  teaching  for  eight  terms 
in  Jackson  County  and  one  term  in  Randolph 
County,  after  which  he  took  up  the  study  of  med- 
icine with  Dr.  Davis,  in  Ava,  continuing  his  read- 
ing under  the  direction  of  that  gentleman  for 
about  three  years.  He  was  a  student  in  the  Mis- 
souri Medical  College  for  two  terms,  and  w.as  grad- 
uated therefrom  March  5,  1889.  On  the  15tli  of 
M.ay  he  opened  an  office  in  Vergennes,  and  has 
here  aciiiiired  a  large  and  lucrative  practice  in 
medicine  and  surgery.  He  gives  special  attention 
to  the  diseases  of  the  eye  .and  ear,  and  expects  to 
continue  his  studies  much  further  along  those 
lines.  He  belongs  to  the  Southern  Illinois  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  also  to  the  Jackson  County  Medical 
Society. 

On  the  23d  of  May,  1888,  Dr.  Grizzell  married 
Ida  M.  Walker,  of  De  Soto,  daughter  of  Franklin 
H.  Walker,  and  a  niece  of  Mrs.  Dr.  Davis,  of  Ava. 
Their  union  w.as  blessed  with  three  children.  Beu- 
lali,  who  was  born  INLay  8,  1890,  died  on  the  25th 
of  June  the  same  3ear;  Roy  A.  was  born  Novem- 
ber 26,  1891;  and  Alves  W.  was  born  November 
10,  1893.  The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  Presbyte- 
rians in  religious  belief,  and  t.ake  an  active  interest 
in  church  and  benevolent  work.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  M.asonic  and  Odd  Fellows'  societies  of  Ver- 
gennes, and  in  the  latter  has  served  as  Past  (Jraiid 
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and  Deputy  Grand  Master.  He  and  his  wife  are 
both  members  of  the  Rebecca  Lodge.  In  polities 
he  is  a  liberal  Democrat.  Among  his  professional 
bri'tlireii,  Dr.  Grizzell  has  won  an  enviable  repu- 
tation, and  by  the  people  of  this  commiinitj'  he  is 
regarded  .as  a  skilled  and  able  physiciun,  in  whom 
thev  have  great  confidence. 


+= 


=+ 


JOSHTA  G.  BUUCH.  Tills  venerable  gen- 
tleman is  distinguished  in  the  annals  of 
Randolph  County  as  one  of  its  early  resi- 
dents, and  here  his  declining  years  are  being 
quietly  p.assed  in  a  comfortable  home  in  the  en- 
joyment of  the  companionship  of  his  faithful 
wife.  He  is  a  native  of  Kentucky,  having  been 
born  near  Bardstown,  Nelson  C'ounty,  November 
L5,  18ir>.  and  is  the  eldest  and  only  survivor  of 
the  ten  children  born  to  his  parents.  The  latter 
were  .Tohn  Hanson  and  Nancy  (Green  well)  Burch, 
both  natives  of  Maryland.  Waller  Burch,  the 
grandfather  of  our  subject,  was  born  in  London, 
England,  coming  to  America  during  the  Colonial 
period.  Born  a  I'rotestant,  on  his  marriage  in 
London  with  an  Irish  maiden  named  Hagen,  he 
was  converted  by  her  to  the  Catholic  faith,  in 
which  the  family  has  continued  since. 

The  father  of  our  subject  w.as  born  in  1782, 
and  was  only  a  child  when  his  father  removed 
from  Maryland  to  Kentucky.  His  wife,  the  mother 
of  our  subject,  was  Miss  Nancy  A.,  daughter  of 
Joshua  and  Klizabeth  (Ilolton)  Greenwell,  both 
probably  of  .Scottish  origin.  Our  subject  spent 
his  boyhood  days  in  his  native  county,  and  w.as 
given  only  five  months' schooling,  attending  what 
was  known  as  a  subscription  school.  His  parents, 
however,  supplementetl  the  meagre  knowledge 
gained  therein  by  teaching  him  at  home.  He  is 
unusally  apt  in  mathematics.  A  few  years  ago, 
by  the  aid  of  a  level  wiiich  he  invented,  he  de- 
termined the  difference  of  the  height  of  water  be- 
tween the  Mississiiipi  and  Okaw  Rivers.  He  pre- 
dicted manj  years  ago  that  the  former  river  would 
overtlow  into  the  latter  at  Kaskaskia,  and  endeav- 
ored to  have  leading  Missouriaiis  urge  their  mem- 


bers of  Congress  to  cut  across  the  "()xbow,"  and 
in  this  way  protect  the  Illinois  farms.  His  en- 
deavors onl}'  provoked  their  derision,  but  his  pre- 
diction that  he  would  cross  over  to  the  Missouri 
side  dryshod  to  mill  had  a  strange  fulfillment 
during  the  holidays  of  1893.  St.  Mary's  is  now 
almost  an  inland  town,  and  a  part  of  Illinois  is 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river. 

When  twenty-live  years  of  age,  our  subject  left 
his  native  state,  and  coming  to  1 11  inois,  located 
in  Horse  I'rairie,  this  county,  which  is  now  the  site 
of  Red  Bud.  There  he  purchased  a  farm  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  acres,  wliiciL  lie  improved  and 
made  his  abiding  place  until  1817,  when  he  move<l 
down  into  the  Kask.askia  Bottoms  and  rented 
property  for  some  four  years.  At  the  end  of  that 
time,  having  sold  his  farm  on  the  ))rairie,  he  pur- 
chased the  old  Morrison  estate  from  Col.  Don 
Murray  and  Robert  Morrison,  sons  of  the  former 
owner.  To  this  he  added  from  time  to  time  until 
he  possessed  about  nine  hundred  acres  of  the  rich- 
est land  to  be  found  in  the  state.  He  lost  about 
four  hundred  acres  of  tins  later,  it  being  engulfed 
by  the  river. 

Farming  as  it  is  now  carried  on  seems  to  one  of 
Mr.  Burch 's  age  as  though  he  were  in  another 
world.  His  earliest  recollections  of  harvest  are 
of  the  old  reaping  book,  when  men  cut  an  armful 
at  a  time  and  bound  the  swath  while  walking 
b.aek.  The  invention  of  a  cradle  was  supposed 
to  be  the  .acme  of  perfection,  and  such  things  as 
reapers  or  self-binders  seemed  too  much  to  even 
be  dreamed  of.  Mr.  Burch  brought  the  first  reaper 
and  first  wheat  drill  to  this  neighborhood,  and 
was  the  first  to  own  a  thresher,  though  itinerant 
machines  had  been  here  before.  Since  making  his 
first  purch.ase  of  land  in  Handolpii  County,  our 
subject  has  had  to  move  three  times,  owing  to  the 
encro.achments  of  the  river.  His  present  home  is 
located  a  mile  and  a-half  from  the  Mississi|)pi, 
which  he  hopes  is  a  sutlieient  distance  to  prevent 
any  more  "w.asli-outs." 

Our  subject  has  been  a  life-Ions'  Democrat  in 
politics,  as  were  his  ancestors.  During  the  Rebel- 
lion he  pa.ssed  through  many  exciting  adventures 
and  nothing  but  his  iron  nerve  and  unbounded 
couriigesared  him  to  tell  the  tale.  He  was  strongly 


814 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


in  sympathy  with  the  south  and  made  no  attempt 
to  coBceal  his  sentiments.  Several  of  the  men 
who  had  plotted  against  his  life  had  been  saved 
from  Hildebrand  mainly  through  the  influence  of 
our  subject,  and  to  repay  him  for  his  kindness 
they  had  him  reported  at  St.  Louis  as  having 
raised  a  company  to  enter  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice. Consequently  orders  were  issued  to  take 
him  before  tlie  Provost-Marslial  at  Ste.  Genevieve, 
and  a  detective  named  Ruby  had  arranged  to 
capture  him  at  the  house  of  a  neighbor.  Divin- 
ing their  intention,  Mr.  Burch  feigned  a  desire 
to  have  a  private  conversation  with  Clark,  to 
whose  liouse  he  was  taken,  that  being  the  head- 
quarters of  Ruby  and  his  men,  and  when  in 
an  inner  room  seized  a  revolver  and  sent  word 
for  them  to  come  and  take  him.  As  a  mat- 
ter of  course,  they  did  not  care  to  do  so  just 
then,  but  by  practicing  a  ruse  hoped  to  make  him 
their  prisoner.  Ruby,  the  leader,  promised  our 
subject  that  if  he  would  accomjiany  them  peace- 
ably he  should  not  be  harmed,  sealing  his  prom- 
ise with  uplifted  hand  and  solemn  oath.  Mr. 
Bureli  decided  this  was  the  best  thing  to  be  done, 
and  when  the  party  reached  the  river  it  became 
evident  that  something  was  wrong,  and  the  detec- 
tive called  two  of  his  companions  aside  to  hold  a 
conference.  During  this  time  our  subject,  who 
was  laughing  and  joking  with  the  boatman  as 
though  nothing  was  amiss,  at  the  same  time 
made  arrangements  with  him  that  when  the  mid- 
dle of  the  river  was  reached  the  latter  was  to 
knock  one  of  the  men  on  the  head  with  an  oar,  while 
our  subject  was  to  throw  the  larger  of  the  two  into 
the  river.  This  was  not  necessary,  however,  as 
the  conversation  disclosed  the  fact  that  his  cap- 
tors were  from  the  same  place  in  Kentucky  as 
Mr.  Burch  and  knew  many  of  his  old  friends. 
Before  the  river  was  crossed  they  became  friends, 
and  the  men  confessed  to  him  that  Ruby's  orders 
were  to  "leave  him  in  the  woods." 

When  brought  before  the  Provost-Marshal,  St. 
Gemme,  the  latter  asked  our  subject's  name, 
and  on  being  told,  exclaimed,  "Ah!  this  is  Josh 
Burch?  There  are  man}'  charges  against  you." 
AVheu  asked  who  his  accusers  were,  St.  Gemme 
refused  to  tell.     "Then  I'll  tellyou,"  tlie  prisoner 


replied,  and  he  immediately  recounted  dates  and 
names,  much  to  the  astonishment  of  the  Provost. 
His  way  of  learning  this  was  to  send  a  friend  to 
make  some  report  that  Mr.  Burch  had  hiin>elf 
written  out.  Then  they  would  be  told  that  the 
cause  had  been  reported,  and  referring  to  the 
books  would  give  name  and  dates,  which  were 
immediately  re|)orted  to  the  intended  victim.  Mr. 
Burch  acknowledged  that  he  and  his  friends  were 
organized  in  arms,  but  not  for  war  against  the 
Government,  as  was  supposed,  but  to  protect  their 
lives  and  property  from  raiders  on  either  side. 
He  was  then  allowed  to  depart  and  returned  home. 
Shortly  afterward  St.  Gemme  was  removed  through 
the  influence  of  a  letter  written  by  Mr.  Burch  to 
Daniel  Riley,  the  State  Senator  from  this  district, 
in  which  he  set  forth  the  grievances  of  the  people 
and  recounted  the  mysterious  murders  of  a  dozen 
of  his  neighbors.  It  was  with  joy  on  all  sides 
that  his  removal  was  announced.  He  had  been 
exacting  tribute  from  the  people,  requiring  them 
to  purchase  a  permit  to  buy  even  salt.  When  his 
successor,  who  was  an  Irishman,  was  (irst  asked 
such  a  favor,  he  was  very  much  surprised,  and 
asked  in  his  rich  Irish  brogue,  "An' have  ye'es 
money  to  buy  it.'"  Being  answered  in  the  affirm- 
ative, he  replied,  "Then  git  it,  and  the  divil  take 
the  mon  who  interferes." 

Mr.  Burch  had  Ruby  arrested  f'>r  kidnapping 
and  taking  him  without  a  warrant  from  the  state. 
On  being  tried,  he  received  a  sentence  of  six  years 
in  the  penitentiary  at  Joliet.  Though  a  south- 
erner in  sentiment,  our  subject  had  no  intention 
of  taking  up  arms,  only  asking  to  be  left  alone  to 
go  about  his  business.  At  the  time  of  his  kidnap- 
ping he  had  friends  enough  to  have  surrounded 
and  killed  Captain  St.  Gemme  and  all  his  men, 
but  he  did  not  think  the  affair  would  prove  seri- 
ous and  did  not  desire  to  cause  more  trouble.  He 
always  gave  aid  to  the  suffering  on  both  sides, 
and  no  Union  soldier's  destitute  wife  or  children 
were  allowed  to  go  hungry  from  his  door.  At 
one  time  when  a  rabid  Unionist  in  open  meeting 
at  Sparta  was  advocating  hanging  "Old  Burch," 
a  fellow-member  of  the  league  arose  and  remarked 
that  his  own  books  would  show  that  his  friend 
Burch  had  given  more  aid  to  the  Union  destitutes 
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than  any  other  man,  and  he  would  not  sit  and 
hear  him  denounced. 

Though  many  times  solicited  to  occupy  public 
otiice,  our  subject  always  refused,  preferring  to 
devote  his  time  and  energy  to  conducting  his 
farm.  Vigorous  and  strong,  in  possession  of  all 
his  faculties  unimpaired,  he  has  nearly  attained 
four-score  years,  and  hids  fair  to  live  to  be  a  cen- 
tury old.  Mr.  IJurcli  was  married  April  10,  1837, 
to  Bridget,  daughter  of  Roderick  Tewel,  a  native 
of  County  (ialway,  Ireland,  who  came  to  America 
with  his  parents  about  1785,  when  six  years  of 
age, and  located  in  Maryland.  When  about  twenty- 
five  years  of  age  lie  went  to  Nelson  County,  Ky., 
where  Mrs.  Burch  was  born.  Of  this  marriage 
there  were  born  seven  children,  of  whom  those 
living  are,  William  R.,  who  is  farming  near  Kas- 
kaskia;  Joiin  II.,  a  resident  of  Ste.  Genevieve, 
JIo.,  who  operates  a  farm  of  eight  hundred  acres 
on  the  Illinois  side;  Ignatius,  making  liis  home 
on  a  farm  near  Old  Kaskaskia;  and  Joshua  R, 
who  is  also  conducting  a  farm  near  the  home  of 
his  fatlier. 

Our  subject  was  a  second  lime  uiarried,  .Septem- 
ber 30,  1877,  his  wife  being  Mrs.  Catherine  Allen, 
daughter  of  William  S.  and  Nancy  (Kelly)  Haines, 
natives  of  Virginia,  and  of  Scotch  and  Irish  de- 
scent respectively.  She  became  the  mother  of  two 
children,  Charles  and  Ross,  who  reside  at  home. 
By  her  (irst  husband  Mrs.  Burch  had  three  sons, 
William  E.,  George  N.  and  John  S.  (twins);  the 
two  latter  are  living  under  the  parental  roof  and 
assist  in  operating  the  home  farm.  ]Mrs.  Burch 
was  born  November  9,  18-tG,  and  first  married 
George  W.  Allen,  who  was  born  November  22. 
1844,  and  died  December  27,  1876.  With  one  of 
her  sons,  who  is  also  Postmaster,  Mrs.  Burch  con- 
ducts a  general  store  at  Uozaville. 
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AIT.  JOHN  A.  .MANN  was  born  near  Clies- 
m\  ter,  111.,  November  8,   1839.  and   died   Jan- 

^^/  uary  4,  1893,  at  his  home  in  Randolph 
County.  During  his  life,  covering  a  period  of  lit- 
tle more  than  a  half-centurj'.  he  was  instrumental 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  county  and  the 


welfare  of  the  people,  and  though  now  gone  from 
the  scenes  of  his  former  activities,  he  still  lives  in 
the  memory  of  the  friends  of  d.ays  gone  by.  His 
business  career  was  a  profitable  and  prosperous 
one,  and  the  success  he  attained  was  the  result  of 
energ3'and  untiring  perseverance. 

The  son  of  Robert  and  Salina  (Balch)  Mann,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  sixtii  of  their  family 
of  four  sons  and  three  daughters.  When  in  his 
sixth  year  he  accompanied  his  father  to  a  farm  on 
Mary's  River,  and  there  remained  until  about 
thirteen  years  of  age,  at  whicii  time  the  family 
moved  to  Chester.  There  John  attended  school 
and  made  his  homo  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Civil 
War,  when  he  enlisted  .is  a  pi'ivate  fli  Company  I, 
Tenth  Illinois  Infantry.  During  the  course  of  the 
contlict  he  served  with  valor,  defending  the  Stars 
and  Stripes  with  cour.age  and  perseverance. 

Having  followed  the  river  a  few  years  before 
the  war,  our  subject  naturally  drifted  back  to  his 
old  occupation  when  discharged  from  the  service. 
At  various  times  he  occupied  the  positions  of 
Captain,  pilot  and  engineer,  in  all  of  which  he 
was  proficient.  His  last  positions  before  retiring 
from  river  life -were  those  of  Captain  and  pilot  on 
the  ferry  boat  "Belle  of  Chester,"  running  from 
the  cit}-  for  which  it  was  named  to  Claryville,  Mo. 
In  1871,  in  connection  with  his  brother-in-law,  Dr. 
Davis,  the  Captain  purchased  a  drug  store  in 
Steeleville,  111.,  which  they  conducted  for  the  five 
succeeding  years.  At  the  expiration  of  that  time, 
Captiin  Mann  returned  to  the  river,  where  he  re- 
mained until  Mil}' of  1892.  On  account  of  failing 
health,  he  retired  from  the  river  and  settled  upon 
a  farm,  consisting  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres, 
which  formed  half  of  the  old  HoUoman  homestead, 
and  had  been  purchased  from  other  heirs  in  1881. 
There  his  death  occurred,  and  thence  his  body  was 
borne  to  his  last  resting  place. 

Airs.  Mary  E.  Maun,  the  widow  of  the  Captain, 
was  born  August  9,  1846,  being  the  only  daughter 
and  the  second  in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of 
four  children.  Her  parents,  Ezekicl  and  Mary  G. 
(Brown)  HoUoman,  were  natives  of  Middle  Ten- 
nessee, both  having  been  born  in  1812.  Thej' 
came  to  Randolph  County  at  the  ages  of  three 
and   sixteen    respectively.     Mrs.  Mann    was   born 
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upon  the  farm  where  she  now  resides  and,  except- 
ing five  j'ears  in  Steeleville  and  three  in  Chester, 
this  has  always  been  her  home.  To  the  Captain 
and  his  wife  were  born  eight  children,  of  whom 
five  survive,  namely:  Ira,  Boss,  Eri,  Bernice  and 
Orfa.  Those  deceased  are  Ellen,  Minnie  and  Ros- 
coe. 

The  home  farm  in  township  7,  range  5,  Mrs. 
Mann  does  not  operate,  but  rents  to  tenants,  who 
have  the  care  of  the  place.  In  religious  belief  she 
is  a  Presbyterian  and  holds' membership  with  the 
church  in  Steeleville.  She  is  a  lady  of  noble 
character  and  amiable  disi)Osition,  and  is  loved  by 
her  family,  esteemed  by  her  friends  .ind  honored 
by  all  who  know  her.  The  Captain  was  identified 
with  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  and 
politically  voted  the  Republican  ticket. 
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ON.  JOHN  .7.  HIGOINS  resides  in  Du  Quoin 
k  and  is  numbered  among  its  prominent  citi- 
zens. Mr.  Higgins  was  born  near  Broom- 
fleld.  County  Cork,  Ireland,  November  21, 
1845.  His  father,  .John  Higgins,  died  in  1848, 
leaving  a  widow  and  five  sons,  of  whom  our-sub- 
ject  is  the  youngest.  His  mother  bore  the  name 
of  .Johanna  Moore;  she  was  a  woman  of  strong 
character,  and  when  left  a  widow  realized  that  her 
dut3-  to  her  sons  would  be  best  fulfilled  b}'  bring- 
ing them  to  free  America,  rather  tlian  by  remain- 
ing in  the  land  of  their  birth,  a  land  at  that  time 
scourged  by  famine  and  crushed  by  bad  govern- 
ment. In  May,  1849,  with  her  children,  she  sailed 
from  Queenstown  for  America,  and  landed  in  New 
York  July  4.  She  remained  a  few  months  at 
N3'ack,  on  the  Hudson  River,  and  then  removed 
to  Pittsfield,  Mass.  Here  the  elder  sons  found 
employment  and  made  for  their  mother  a  happy 
home,  which  she  enjoyed  until  her  death,  in  1869. 
Jolin  J.  Higgins  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Pittsfield  until  the  fall  of  18.58,  when  he  passed 
an  examination  and  was  admitted  to  the  Pittsfield 
High  School,  where  he  remained  for  one  year. 
During  this  time  he  made  rapid  progress  in  his 
studies,  and  began  a  course  of  reading,  which 
makes  him  one  of  the  best  informed   men  in  our 


state.  This  result  has  been  accomplished  by  read- 
ing, study  and  experience.  He  possesses  an  ob- 
serving eye  and  a  retentive  memory,  and  thereby 
his  knowledge  has  been  constantly  increased.  One 
of  the  most  prominent  and  highly  educated  citi- 
zens of  the  county,  a  man  of  collegiate  education, 
who  is  an  orator  and  a  polished  and  educated 
gentleman,  said  to  the  historian:  "I  wish  I  was  as 
good  a  scholar  and  as  well  informed  on  general 
subjects  as  is  John   Higgins." 

In  1859  our  subject  entered  the  employ  of  W. 
M.  Root  as  an  apprentice  to  learn  the  art  of  watch- 
making, and  remained  with  his  employer  until 
1866,  when  he  came  to  Hlinois  and  settled  in  Du 
Quoin.  Here  he  established  his  business  and  en- 
joys the  confidence  and  respect  of  the  public.  He  is 
devoted  to  his  calling,  is  a  thorough  master  of  his 
art,  and  possesses  one  of  the  finest  horological  li- 
braries in  the  west. 

In  public  affairs  Mr.  Higgins  has  always  taken 
an  active  and  intelligent  interest,  and  his  ability 
and  worth  were  recognized  by  the  Democrats  of 
the  Forty-eighth  Senatorial  District  in  1882,  when 
he  was  nominated  and  elected  a  member  of  the 
Lower  House  of  the  Illinois  Legislature.  He 
served  his  constituents  faithfully  and  well,  and  in 
1884  ho  received  the  Democratic  nomination  for 
Senator  in  the  Forty-eighth  District.  After  a 
thorough  canvass  he  defeated  Mr.  Iliorn,  his  prede- 
cessor in  office.  Through  the  efforts  of  friends  Mr. 
Higgins  received  in  this  contest  the  heaviest  vote 
and  the  largest  majority  ever  given  in  the  district. 
His  efff>rts  wliile  in  office  were  directed  almost  en- 
tirely to  restoring  the  business  of  the  state  to  safe 
and  economic  methods.  While  in  the  Senate,  with 
the  co-operation  of  a  few  friends.  Republicans  and 
Democrats,  he  was  largely  instrumental  in  break- 
ing up  and  exposing  the  public  printing  combine, 
which  had  been  organized  to  plunder  the  state 
treasury.  In  this  work  alone  about  $60,000  was 
saved  to  the  people. 

As  a  public  speaker  Mr.  Higgins  has  a  wide  repu- 
tation. In  1888  and  in  1892  the  Democratic  State 
Committee  called  upon  him  to  canvass  the  central 
and  northern  parts  of  Illinois;  his  familiarity  with 
the  great  questions  of  the  day,  intimate  knowledge 
of,  and  close  touch  with  the  people,  and  earnest  and 
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eloquent  way  of  presenting  his  views,  give  bini 
more  than  ordinary  power  as  an  orator.  His  friends 
are  not  all  found  in  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy, 
many  Republicans  admire  and  support  him,  and 
all  who  know  him  have  the  utmost  conlidence  in 
his  integrity'  and  ability  and  speak  of  him  only  in 
terms  of  praise.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Cath- 
olic. 

October  15,  1872,  Mr.  Higgins  wedded  -Miss 
Mary,  daughter  of  Alva  and  Priscilla  (Holmes) 
Ward,  who  emigrated  to  Illinois  f rom  Oliio,  where 
their  daughter  was  born.  Four  children  grace  the 
union  of  our  subject  and  his  wife,  Marj',  who  is  a 
pupil  in  St.  Marv's  Academy  of  Notre  Dame, 
Ind.;  Lawrence,  who  is  now  in  the  l)u  C^uoin  High 
School;  Kathleen  and  Florence,  who  are  in  the 
public  school. 


V . 
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KNliV  UL X'H,  proprietor  of  the  Columbia 
Star  Mills,  of  Columbia,  Monroe  County, 
is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State.  He  was 
born  in  Lawrence  County  April  2,  1833, 
and  is  a  son  of  Gottlieb  Huch,  a  native  of  Han- 
over, Oorniany,  who  came  to  America  in  1831 
and  settled  In  Lawrence  County.  Six  years  later 
he  came  to  Monroe  County  and  entered  land  from 
the  Government,  tiiree  miles  soutli  of  Columbia, 
where  lie  made  his  home  until  Ills  death,  wlilch  oc- 
curred in  1865.  He  was  a  stone  mason  by  trade, 
and  followed  that  business  in  connection  with 
farming.  His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of 
Caroline  Holzhausen,  died  three  days  before  her 
husband's  death.  They  were  the  parents  of  nine 
children,  of  whom  three  are  yet  living:  William, 
who  resitles  on  the  old  homestead;  Rebecca,  wife 
of  Michael  Stumphf,  a  farmer  of  Hanover  Precinct; 
and  Henry.  The  father  of  Jliis  family  was  a 
Democrat  until  Lincoln  ran  for  the  Presidency, 
when  he  became  a  Republican.  Hotli  he  and  his 
wife  were  members  of  the  Kvangelical  Church. 
When  be  departed  this  life,  he  was  the  owner  of 
three  hundred  and  ninety-six  acres  of  land,  and 
had  given  two  farms  to  his  children. 

From  the  age  of  five  years,  Mr.  Huch  was  reared 
ou  the  old  homestead  farm,  and  was  educated  in 


the  old  time  subscription  school,  wliich  was  held 
in  a  log  schoolhouse.  He  aided  his  father  in  ilcar- 
ing  the  land  which  was  entered  from  the  (iuveni- 
ment,  and  was  thus  earl3'  inured  to  arduous  labor, 
(hi  the  loth  of  April,  1850,  he  married  Miss  Mar- 
guerila,  daughter  of  Daniel  Klein,  and  a  native  of 
Bavaria,  Germany,  who  came  to  this  country  in 
1813,  the  family  locating  iicar  Columbia,  where  her 
father  purchased  land.  She  was  born  October  5, 
1836.  They  began  their  domestic  life  upon  a  par- 
tially Imiiroved  farm  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
acres,  and  after  eight  years  came  to  Columbia, 
where  for  a  year  Mr.  Huch  was  a  silent  partner  in 
a  drug  store.  In  1867,  he  embarked  in  the  mill- 
ing business,  in  connection  with  Franz  Bauer,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Bauer  k.  Huch,  which  con- 
nection continued  for  seven  years,  when  he  bought 
out  his  partner's  interest. 

The  Columbia  Star  Mills  were  bulk  in  1856  liy 
two  brothers,  William  and  .lames  Nclraiick,  who 
operated  them  for  a  year,  and  then  sold  to  War- 
nock  &  Wilson,  who  carried  on  the  business  from 
1857  until  1867.  Mr.  Huch  is  now  the  proprietor 
of  what  is  one  of  the  leading  Industries  of  the 
place.  The  mill  has  a  capacity  of  four  hundred 
and  fift}'  barrels  of  tlour  per  day,  and  is  supplied 
with  a  patent  roller  process.  Its  products  are 
shipped  extensively  to  the  south  and  west.  The 
Star  Mills  are  the  oldest  in  Monroe  County.  In 
June,  1893,  Mr.  Huch  aided  in  organizing  the 
Eagle  Electric  Light  Company,  of  which  he  is  now 
President. 

In  politics,  Jlr.  Huch  is  a  Democrat.  Ills  home 
has  been  in  Monroe  Count}'  since  1837,  and  he  is 
therefore  one  of  its  oldest  settlers.  He  is  also  one 
of  its  most  prominent  citizens,  being  both  widely 
and  favorably  known.  He  and  his  wife  hold 
membership  with  the  Evangelical  Church.  This 
worthy  couple  have  an  adopted  daughter,  Lena, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  Adolpli   Lambrecht. 

Mr.  Lambrecht,  (Jeneral  Superintendent  of  the 
Columbia  Star  Mills,  was  born  In  Brunswick,  Prus- 
sia, Germany,  on  the  IGtIi  of  Januar}-,  1861.  and 
when  quite  young  was  left  an  orphan.  Ills  father 
was  Dr.  August  Lambrecht.  Crossing  the  Atlan- 
tic, the  son  came  to  Chicago  in  1878,  and  there 
learned  the  trade  of  a  druggist.     In  187'J  he  caino 
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to  Columbia  and  entered  the  employ  of  Dr.  Rose, 
with  whom  he  continued  for  three  j'ears,  having 
the  management  of  the  Doctor's  drug  store  in  this 
place.  In  1883,  he  took  up  the  milling  business, 
to  which  he  served  an  apprenticeship.  He  mas- 
tered the  business  in  all  its  details,  and  has  since 
worked  his  way  upward  U^  tlie  important  position 
he  now  occupies. 

On  the  4th  of  September,  1884,  ISIr.  Lambrecht 
was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Lena  Huch. 
They  both  belong  to  the  Evangelical  Church  and 
are  prominent  people,  who  occupy  an  enviable  po- 
sition in  social  circles.  Their  home  is  one  of  the 
finest  in  the  countj',  being  complete  in  every  par- 
ticular, and  is  supplied  with  all  modern  im))rove- 
nients  and  conveniences.  In  politics  Mr.  Lam- 
brecht is  a  Democrat.  He  belongs  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  is  now  Junior  Warden  of  Columbia 
Lodge  No.  474,  A.  F.  it  A.  M. 

J  I  AMES  McLaughlin.  TIiIs  name  will  be 
recognized  by  many  of  our  readers  as  that 
of  a  gentleman  who  has  borne  an  impor- 
_^  '  tant  part  in  the  development  of  the  agricult- 
ural resources  of  southern  Illinois.  For  more 
than  a  decade  he  resided  in  Randolph  County,  of 
which  he  was  a  prominent  and  po|iular  resident, 
but  in  the  spring  of  1894  he  came  to  .lackson  Coun- 
ty and  settled  upon  a  valuable  farm  in  Levan 
Township.  He  is  a  man  of  active  liubils,  not  afraid 
of  hard  work,  and  tlius  has  found  plenty  to  occupy 
his  time,  and,  like  the  majority  of  Scotchmen,  does 
not  know  what  it  is  to  be  idle. 

The  father  of  our  subject,  Andrew  McLaughlin, 
was  born  in  Scotland  and  was  reared  to  manhood 
upon  a  farm  in  the  land  of  his  birth.  Soon  after 
the  War  of  1812  he  came  to  America  and  settled  in 
Vermont,  where  he  married  INIiss  Anna  McDermot, 
a  native  of  Scotland.  He  engaged  in  farming  pur- 
suits, in  which  he  was  successful,  gaining  a  compe- 
tence and  being  numbered  among  the  progressive 
agriculturists  of  the  Green  Mountain  State.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Republican,  and  in  religious  mat- 
ters was  identified  with  the  Methodist  Church. 
His  death  occurred  in   1858,  and  he  was  buried 


near  the  home  where  so  many  years  of  his  honored 
life  had  been  passed.  Two  years  after  his  demise 
his  wife  passed  away.  They  were  the  parents  of 
three  children,  Angus.  Annie  and  .lames,  the  latter 
being  the  only  one  now  living. 

Born  in  Vermont,  .Tanuar}'  20,  1820,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood  upon  the 
home  farm,  and  in  his  youth  learned  the  trade  of 
a  tanher,  but  did  not,  however,  follow  that  occu- 
pation for  a  very  long  time.  In  184,5  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
John  Stephens,  and  a  native  of  Vermont.  Two 
childien  have  been  born  of  this  union,  Anna,  the 
wife  of  Robert  Wilson  and  a  resident  of  St.  Louis, 
Mo.,  and  Andrew,  who  at  present  resides  with  his 
father  and  of  whom  further  mention  is  made  else- 
where in  this  volume. 

Disposing  of  his  homestead  in  the  Green  Moun- 
tain State,  Mr.  McLaughlin  came  west  in  1870  and 
settled  twent3'  miles  from  St.  Louis,  in  Missouri, 
where  he  remained  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  1880,  the  date  of  his  removal  to  Ran- 
dolph County.  At  present  he  owns  a  farm  in 
this  county,  but  as  above  stated,  removed  thence 
to  Levan  Township,  Jackson  County,  in  the  spring 
of  1894.  A  man  of  progressive  character,  he  is 
well  informed  concerning  all  topics  of  current  in- 
terest and  is  especially  fond  of  reading  articles 
and  books  bearing  upon  national  issues.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  a  stanch  Republic^an  and  never  fails  to 
deposit  his  ballot  for  the  principles  of  that  partj'. 
He  has  never  held  any  public  oflice,  i)referring  to 
devote  his  time  wholl}'  to  the  details  of  farm  work 


^>^r^<m^^ 


^'OHN  henry,  a  worthy  representative  of 
the  agricultural  interests  of  Jackson  Coun- 
ty, residing  on  section  17,  l\Iurpliysboro 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Rheinpfalz,  Ger- 
many. He  was  born  June  21,  1828,  and  is  a  son 
of  Michael  and  Martha  Ileniy,  both  of  whom  died 
in  their  native  land.  The  father  was  a  farmer  bj^ 
occupation,  and  served  as  a  soldier  in  the  French 
army.  He  was  for  nine  years  in  the  service  under 
Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

John  Henry  remained  in   his  native  land    until 
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1848.  According  to  the  laws  of  his  country,  he 
was  forced  to  serve  in  the  Gcrm.in  army,  and  for 
six  months  was  a  private  in  tlie  Nintii  Regular  In- 
fantry. Tire  Revolution  of  1848  then  came  on, 
and  he  joined  the  rebels.  After  participating  in 
two  battles,  he  made  his  escape  to  France,  and 
tlience  to  America.  Landing  in  New  Orleans,  lie 
found  himself  a  stranger  in  a  strange  land  without 
a  dollar,  lie  was  dependent  eiitirelj'  upon  his  own 
resources,  and  whatever  success  lie  li.as  achieved  in 
life  is  the  result  of  his  own  efforts.  Going  to  St. 
Charles,  he  engaged  in  washing  glasses  at  the  bar 
for  three  j'ears,  and  then  went  to  St.  Louis,  and 
was  employed  in  a  brick  yard  at  Camp  Spring,  lie 
had  learned  the  trade  of  brick-making  in  the  Old 
Country,  and  it  now  stood  hiai  in  good  stead.  Af- 
ter one  se.ason  spent  in  St.  Louis,  he  bought  pro- 
duce, which  he  intended  to  ship  to  New  Orleans 
and  there  sell,  but  the  boat  on  which  he  placed  his 
goods  was  sunk  and  he  lost  all  that  he  had. 

In  1853,  INlr.  Henry  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Lizzie  Shue,  who  was  born  in  Prussia  in 
1832.  They  became  the  parents  of  five  children: 
John;  Lizzie,  now  the  wife  of  Charles  Miller; 
Nick,  .lacob,  and  Mary,  who  now  keeps  house  for 
her  father.  The  mother  of  this  family  was  called 
to  her  final  rest  .June  21,  1876. 

For  some  time  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Ilenr}'  en- 
gaged in  marketing  in  New  Orleans,  in  fact  he 
carried  on  this  business  until  18C8.  During  his 
residence  in  that  cit}'  he  l)elonged  to  the  fire  de- 
partment for  twenty  years,  and  was  assistant  fore- 
man. In  1868  he  came  to  Jackson  County,  111., 
and  purchased  sixty  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he 
at  once  began  to  dear  and  improve,  transforming 
the  hitherto  barren  tract  into  rich  and  fertile  fields, 
which  were  made  to  yield  liim  a  good  income.  In 
1876  he  began  operating  a  thresher,  and  did  busi- 
ness along  that  line  for  seven  years.  As  his  finan- 
cial resources  have  increased  he  has  extended  the 
boundaries  of  his  farm,  until  it  now  comprises  one 
hundred  and  fifty  acres  of  valuable  land,  of  which 
one  hiindicd  acres  are  under  cullivation.  lie  raises 
wheat,  corn  and  hay,  and  also  engages  in  stock- 
raising.  In  1868  he  began  the  culture  of  grapes 
with  a  vineyard  of  twenty-five  vines.  lie  now  lias 
fourteen  hundred   bearing  vines,  including  four- 


teen fine  varieties,  and  engages  in  the  manufacture 
of  wine.  His  orchard  covers  about  eight  acres, 
and  is  planted  in  winesap,  Ben  Davis  and  other 
apples. 

Socially,  Mr.  Henry  is  connected  with  the  Odd 
Fellows'  societ}'.  In  politics,  he  and  his  sons  are 
Democrats,  and  he  has  served  .as  Supervisor  of  his 
district.  Ife  may  truly  be  called  a  self-made  man, 
for  his  success  has  been  achieved  through  his  own 
efforts.  He  began  life  in  America  empty-handed, 
but  has  steadily  worked  his  w.ay  miwaid,  overcom- 
ing the  difliculties  and  obstacles  in  his  path  until 
he  now  occupies  a  position  of  prominence. 


\i?  AWRENCE  S.  MrUPllY  is  a  member  of 
I  (^  ^^^^  '""^"'  ^^  Bottom  &  Murphy,  liverymen 
jlL^,  of  Sparta,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the 
progressive  business  men  of  the  place,  who  well  de- 
serves representation  in  the  history  of  Ran<k)lpli, 
his  native  county.  His  father,  Bryson  Murphy, 
was  born  in  Randolph  County,  and  l)eing  left  an 
orphan  at  an  early  age  he  was  reared  I)y  the  Rev. 
David  McDill,  with  whom  he  remained  until  he 
had  reached  man 's  estate.  In  the  common  schools 
he  was  educated,  and  at  an  early  age  was  ijualified 
to  teach,  which  he  did  for  a  numljer  of  years  as  a 
means  of  livelihood.  In  the  United  Presbyterian 
Church  he  was  an  active  worker. 

In  1856,  Mr.  Murpli}^  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Maxwell,  a  native  of  Randolph 
County,  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine 
(Clark)  Maxwell,  who  were  natives  of  New  York. 
The  former  was  born  in  1700,  and  died  in  1816. 
When  a  young  man  he  came  to  Illinois,  where  he 
followed  farming.  He  had  but  limited  educational 
privileges,  but  was  a  man  of  good  ability,  of  the 
strictest  integrity,  and  was  an  excellent  neighbor. 
His  wite  was  an  accomplished  lady,  well  educated, 
and  possessed  noble  qualities  of  womanhood. 

To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Murphy  were  born  six  children. 
Clemmie  is  now  living  in  California;  George  died 
in  his  twenty-lii-st  year;  Lawrence  is  the  next 
younger;  Hattie,  who  was  formerly  a  teacher  of 
recognized  ability,  is  now  the  wife  of  Rev.  J.  W. 
Ashwood,  pastor  of  a  United  Presbyterian  Church 
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of  St.  Louis;  Charles,  the  youngest  member  of  the 
famil^v,  died  at  tlie  age  of  two  3'ears.  Tiie  mother 
of  these  children  makes  her  home  with  her  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Ashwood,  of  St.  Louis. 

Lawrence  S.  Murphy  w.as  born  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  Randolph  County  on  Christmas  Day  of 
1860.  The  father  having  lost  his  health  when  our 
subject  was  quite  young,  the  responsibility  of 
helping  to  provide  for  the  necessities  of  the  fam- 
ily fell  upon  Lawrence  when  he  was  a  tender  youth. 
In  consequence,  in  the  school  of  experience  he  has 
acquired  the  greater  part  of  his  knowledge.  In 
1887,  he  became  associated  with  Mr.  Bottom  in  the 
livery  business.  They  arc  now  equal  owners  in 
the  business  which  they  are  successfully  conduct- 
ing, enjoying  a  fine  trade. 

Mr.  Murph^v  is  also  interested  in  otlier  enter- 
prises. He  owns  some  city  property  in  Sparta 
and  is  a  member  of  the  building  and  loan  associ- 
ation. He  is  still  a  young  man,  but  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  representative  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity and  occupies  a  prominent  place  in  busi- 
ness circles.  He  holds  membership  with  the 
Knights  of  Pythias  fraternity.  In  politics  he  affil- 
iates with  the  Republican  party. 

\Tf^,EUBEN  JULirs  GODDARD.  Among  the 
members  of  the  Randolph  County- Bar  none 
deserve  more  honorable  mention  than 
^jReuben  Julius  Goddard.  He  is  a  native 
of  the  county  and  has  always  recognized  it  as  his 
home.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  he  commenced  a  course 
of  study  in  the  Union  Academy,  a  religious  insti- 
tution under  the  management  of  the  United  Pres- 
byterian Church  (afterward  dissolved  in  favor  of 
Monmouth  College,  of  Illinois).  Later  he  entered 
the  Michigan  University,  of  Ann  Arbor,  where  he 
took  an  optional  literary  course  of  study  and  a 
regular  course  in  the  law  department,  from  which 
he  was  graduated  in  the  year  1864.  He  soon  after- 
ward began  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Sparta, 
and  by  close  application  to  his  books  and  business 
he  has  established  a  large  and  lucrative  practice. 
In  1870  Mr.  Goddard  was  appointed  Prosecut- 
ing Attorney    of    the    Common    Pleas    Court  of 


.Sparta,  a  court  abolished  by  the  new  Constitution 
of  Illinois.  In  November,  1872,  he  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  State's  Attorney  for  Randolph  County. 
In  1876  he  was  re-elected  to  the  same  office,  serv- 
ing until  1880,  wiien  lie  declined  a  re-election.  In 
1892,  he  was  tendered  the  nomination  on  the 
Democratic  ticket  for  tlie  same  office  without  op- 
position, the  Republican  party  declining  to  nomi- 
nate a  candidate  against  lain,  and  he  was  elected 
by  almost  the  entire  vote  of  the  county.  The 
duties  of  this  position  he  is  now  discharging  with 
signal  ability.  He  has  been  elected  eight  limes  to 
the  office  of  City  Attorney  of  Sparta,  and  is  the 
|)re3ent  incumbent. 

When  put  before  the  people  as  a  candidate  for 
any  position,  Mr.  Goddard  has  never  been  de- 
feated. In  his  political  views  he  is  conservative, 
3'et  in  the  heat  of  a  campaign  active  and  out- 
spoken and  an  efficient  worker  and  organizer. 
He  identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party 
upon  attaining  his  majority  and  has  ever  since 
aided  her  cause  by  voice  and  vote.  Ambitious  to 
excel  in  professional  life,  he  devotes  his  energies 
to  its  prosecution. 

November  30,  187;'),  Mr.  Goddard  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Einina  Kerr,  a  native  of  Chau- 
tauqua County,  N.  Y.,  a  lady  of  superior  educa- 
tional and  musical  attainments,  she  being  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  convent  at  Batavia,  N.  Y.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Goddard  have  one  child,  Willie  Brown  God- 
dard, a  bright  boy  of  sixteen  years.  Socially', 
our  subject  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity,  being  connected  with  Taucred 
Commandery  No.  50,  of  Belleville,  111.,  and  sub- 
ordinate orders.  Under  the  guidance  of  his  ac- 
complished wife  their  home  is  noted  for  its  hospi- 
talit}'  and  culture  among  the  Spartans. 

Mr.  Goddard's  father,  William  B.,  was  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  born  near  Jlaysville,  in  that  state, 
January  21,  1817,  and  moved  with  his  parents, 
Reuben  and  Sarah  (Brown)  Goddard  and  located 
on  a  farm  in  St.  Clair  Count}',  111.,  near  the  old 
Indian  town  of  Cahokia.  William  B.  died  in  1875, 
in  the  little  town  of  Evans,  Colo.,  where  he  had 
gone  on  account  of  his  declining  health.  He  was 
married  at  Kaskaskia,  this  county,  to  Miss  Eliza 
Hawthorne,  daughter  of  James  Hawthorne,  one  of 
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the  pioneers  of  Randolph  and  a  prominent  and 
leading  citizen,  wImi  liekl  tlie  odice  of  Recorder  of 
said  county  many  years  and  filled  other  public 
offices.  The  Hawthorne  family  is  of  Scotch  ori- 
gin and  came  to  America  at  an  early  d.-iy  in  the 
settlement  of  the  country,  locating  in  South  Caro- 
lina, afterward  removing  to  Ohio.  Thence  David, 
the  great-grandfather,  and  father  of  .lanies,  the 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  moved 
to  this  county  while  Illinois  was  a  territory. 

William  1!.,  the  father  of  our  subject,  soon  after 
his   marri.'ige   moved   to   the    vicinity    of   Sparta, 
where  he   lived    until    1871,  when    he   moved    to 
Colorado.     He    was  a   farmer,  merchant,   builder 
and  architret,  and  .acted   as   Justice  of    the    Peace 
and  City  Recorder  for  twenty  3'ears  at  Sparta.   For 
many  ye.ars  he  was  a  member  of   the  United  Pres- 
byterian (  hnreh,  and  w.as   noted   for    his   honesty 
and  integrity  of  character.     He  was    not   success- 
ful   in    iiccumulating  wealtli,    his    mind    running 
more  in  the  direction  of   education    and  religion. 
He  look  great   pride   in   his    family,  whom  he  de- 
votedly   loved,    and    nothing   gave    him    greater 
l)leasure  than  the  prosecution  of  plans  promoting 
their  advancement  in  intellectual,  social  and  moral 
culture.     He  gave  his  children  that  which  is  of  in- 
finitely  more   value    than   property,   viz.:  a  </ood 
education  and    proper  ide.is  of  the  true  ends  and 
duties  of  life.     Of  his  children,  besides  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  .lames  II.  is  a   prominent  physician 
of  Sedgwick,  Kan.,  and  served  as  First  Assistant 
Surgeon    of    the   Forty-second  Illinois  Regiment 
until  the  close  of  the  late  war.    Albert,  the  younger 
brother,  is  a  fancy  job   printer  at  San  Diego,  Cal. 
One  sister,  Kveline  L.,  the    wife  of  Myron  Camp, 
resides  with    her  husband   at  Garden    Plain,  K.an. 
The  other  sister,  Sarah  E.,  the    wife  of    R.  Porter 
Morrison,  resides  with  her'husband  at  Sedgwick, 
Kan. 

The  paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Reu- 
ben and  Sarah  (Krown)  Goddard,  were  natives  of 
Kentucky.  Reuben  (ioddard  was  the  son  of  Will- 
iam Goddard,  a  native  of  England,  and  a  minister 
of  the  Gospel  of  the  Church  of  England.  He  was 
one  of  three  brothers  who  came  to  America  in 
Colonial  times.  He  located  near  Maysville.  Kv., 
continued  his  ministry  of  the  Gospel  and  also  be- 
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came  a  wealthy  planter.  His  brother  Benjamin 
located  in  Massachusetts,  and  the  third  brother  in 
Indiana  They  were  all  ministers  of  the  Gospel, 
and  it  is  from  these  three  that  the  Goddards  in 
America  are  descended. 


liniKV.  HENRY  GOOSENS,  rector  of  the 
church  at  Kask.iskia,  w.is  born  in  the  vil- 
l.age  of  Oeding,  in  Westphalia,  a  province 
■'flof  Prussia,  February  5,  1856.  He  is  a  son 
of  Charles  and  Gesina  (Krosen brink)  Goosens, 
natives  of  Prussia  and  Holland  respectively.  The 
parents  are  still  residing  i„  the  Old  Country,  where, 
in  his  native  village. our  subject's  elementary  edu- 
cation was  secured  during  the  time  between  his 
sixth  and  fourteenth  years.  After  working  on  the 
farm  for  the  succeeding  six  years,  he  arrived  at  the 
.igc  when  it  was  necessary  to  serve  the  customary 
two  years  in  the  I'russian  army.  Most  of  his  terra 
of  service  was  spent  at  Ais-la-Clmpelle,  in  the 
Rhenish  Provinces,  in  sight  of  the  spires  of  the  old 
cathedral  that  had  been  standing  for  a  thousand 
3'ears. 

Immediately  on  his  return  from  the  army,  our 
subject  began  his  studies  for  the  priesthood.  It 
was  about  this  lime  that  the  .lesuits  were  expelled 
from  Germany,  and  as  all  the  schools  for  the  prop- 
agation of  the  faitli  had  been  closed,  his  studies 
were  pursued  under  the  tutelage  of  Father  Thoene, 
an  expelled  priest,  who  had  taken  up  his  residence 
in  Holland,  just  .across  the  line,  not  very  far  from 
the  home  of  our  subject,  who  walked  over  every 
day  for  his  iiistruclion  and  returned  liome  at  night. 
By  having  a  i)rivate  tutor  he  made  much  more 
rapid  progress  than  he  would  have  done  in  a  school, 
and  in  two  years  was  master  of  the  Latin  language, 
and  also  l)ecaine  proficient  in  mathematics  and 
general  classics. 

At  the  expiration  of  the  two  years'  tutelage,  our 
subject  bade  farewell  to  the  Fatherland,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1882  embarked  at  Amsterdam  on  a  vessel 
of  the  same  name,  landing  at  New  York  in  the 
month  of  May.  Immediately  on  arriving  in  the 
States,  he  proceeded  to  Teutopolis,  in  EHinghara 
County,  111.,  where  he  entered  iu  the  fourth  class 
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of  St.  Joseph's  Colletfe,  conducted  b}-  the  Francis- 
can Fathers.  The  fall  following  he  was  admitted 
to  the  fifth  class,  graduating  in  1884  in  the  sixth 
class,  and  was  received  hy  Bishop  Baltes,  of  Alton, 
as  a  candidate  for  clerical  studies.  Under  the 
Bishop's  patronage  he  was  sent  to  the  Benedictine 
Abbey,  at  St.  Meinrad,  Spencer  County,  Ind.,  to  be 
instructed  in  philosophy  and  theologj'.  After  a 
four  years'  course  (one  in  philosophy  and  three  in 
theology),  our  candidate  for  priestly  offices  was  or- 
dained at  Belleville,  111.,  under  Bishop  Janssen, 
May  28,  1888. 

Within  a  week  of  his  ordination.  Father  Goosens 
was  assigned  to  the  charge  of  the  congregation  of 
St.  Wendel  (Wakefield  P.  O.),  in  Clay  County,  111. 
Here  he  remained  over  five  3ears,  or  until  the  fall 
of  1893,  when  he  was  transferred  to  Kaskaskia  with 
a  view  to  locating  the  church.  The  building  had 
to  be  moved,  owing  to  the  encroachment  of  the 
river,  which  is  washing  away  the  old  town.  There 
was  a  dissension  between  the  members  of  the  Town 
Board  and  the  church  authorities.  The  two  fac- 
tions could  not  agree  as  to  the  location  of  the 
church  and  the  town.  Fatlier  Goosens  having 
been  successful  in  bringing  together  a  divided  con- 
gregation at  St.  Wendel,  was  considered  by  the 
Bishop  the  proper  one  to  bring  unity  out  of  dis- 
cord in  this  the  oldest  congregation  in  the  west. 
After  many  hindrances  and  much  earnest  labor,  the 
matter  was  finally  adjusted  by  compromising,  the 
town  site  selected  being  at  the  crossing  of  the 
Grand  Line  and  the  Big  Lane,  almost  equidistant 
between  the  old  town  and  tlie  rival  village.  The 
adjustment  of  these  difficulties  is  a  credit  to  the 
ability  and  earnestness  of  the  Father  in  charge. 

The  congregation  over  which  Father  Goosens 
now  presides  is  the  oldest  in  the  Jlississippi  Val- 
ley. The  Church  of  the  Immaculate  Conception  was 
founded  by  Pierre  Marquette  in  1665,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Illinois,  at  the  Indian  village  of  Kaskaskia, 
near  the  present  town  of  Ulica,  in  La  Salle  County. 
The  Kaskaskia  Indians,  then  inhabitants  of  that 
county,  on  being  driven  out  by  their  fieice  foes, 
the  Iroquois,  descended  the  Illinois  and  the  Mis- 
sissippi to  the  mouth  of  the  little  river  that  bears 
their  name,  near  which  they  established  their  vil- 
lage on  the  banks  of  the  stream.  Wheftier  this  was 


at  the  site  of  the    present   town   or  elsewhere  is  a 
matter  of  dispute. 

From  the  journals  written  during  the  years  of 
1693-94  by  Father  James  Gravier,  the  third  in  suc- 
cession from  Marquette,  we  learn  that  the  mission 
was  then  on  the  banks  of  the  Illinois.  Letters 
written  in  1699  and  1700  show  that  no  removal 
had  yet  taken  place.  It  is  probable  that  tlie  au- 
tumn of  the  latter  year  witnessed  the  exodus  of  the 
tribes  of  the  Illinois  and  the  establishment  of  the 
mission  in  the  south.  Here  a  building  of  logs  was 
erected,  which  must  have  been  at  least  the  second 
in  the  histoiy  of  the  church,  and  the  first  in  its 
new  location.  In  1720  this  primitive  chapel  was 
replaced  by  one  of  stone,  erected  at  the  expense  of 
the  King  of  France,  and  the  church  passed  from 
the  rank  of  a  mission,  with  Pierre  Nicholas  Igna- 
tius do  Branhois  the  first  regular  pastor.  Twenty- 
one  years  later  the  King  sent  to  this  church  in  the 
wilderness  the  famous  bell,  the  first  to  peal  its  mu- 
sic in  the  great  valley  of  the  west.  After  receiv- 
ing due  homage  at  the  late  World's  Fair,  this  pio- 
neer of  Christianity,  with  its  royal  lilies  and  quaint 
inscription,  was  returned  to  its  early  habitation. 
AVliat  stories  it  could  tell! 

Whether  this  stone  building  was  outgrown  by  its 
congregation,  or  fell  into  decay,  is  not  known,  but 
in  1801  it  was  replaced  by  a  wooden  structure 
built  of  logs  on  end,  as  were  many  of  the  old 
French  houses.  Most  of  the  timber  of  this  third 
church  was  cedar,  while  some  walnut  and  stissa- 
fras  was  u»ed.  There  were  no  nails  used  in  its  con- 
struction, the  shingles  being  fastened  on  with  large 
wooden  pegs.  This  building  becoming  dilapi- 
dated, it  was  decided  to  erect  a  new  one  of  brick, 
the  corner  stone  of  which  was  laid  by  Bishop  Ro- 
sati,  of  St.  Louis,  and  four  years  later,  under  Father 
St.  C3'r,  the  erection  of  the  church  was  begun,  and 
was  finished  after  leather  Metzger  took  charge. 

Much  of  the  old  town  having  been  swept  into 
the  river  where  the  Mississippi  cut  through  the 
narrow  peninsula  between  the  banks  of  the  Kas- 
kaskia and  its  own,  it  became  evident  that  in  a  few 
j'ears  at  farthest  all  would  be  swept  away,  and  the 
state  appropriated  money  for  the  removal  of  the 
remains  in  the  old  cemetery  to  a  tract  of  ground 
on  the  bill?  near  Ft.  Gage,  which  was  accomplished^ 
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in  1892.  As  llie  old  clmrcli  was  in  llie  line  of  en- 
croachment, it  too  must  be  remover!.  With  tliisend 
in  view,  its  walls  were  wrecked  in  the  fall  of  1893  by 
Father  (ioosens,  the  priest  now  in  charge,  llie  ma- 
terial removed  to  the  new  site,  which  througli  the 
mediation  of  the  pastor  was  selected  some  three 
miles  from  the  present  tctwn.  Here  is  being  erected 
a  church  of  Gothic  style,  and  nearer  the  center  of 
the  population  of  the  "Island,"  as  'Kaskia  Point 
is  now  called. 

A  very  neat  muilel  of  the  new  edifice  has  been 
constructed  by  Father  Gooscns,  who  in  many  ways 
makes  use  <>{  his  ingenuity  to  employ  his  leisure 
time,  idleness  being  a  thing  he  cannot  endure. 
In  the  new  church  when  completed  will  repose, 
let  us  hope  for  all  time  to  come,  the  ancient  rec- 
ords of  the  early  church,  the  bell  and  chalice 
still  in  use,  the  royal  gifts  from  France,  a  hand- 
some altar  of  l)cautifully  carved  wood,  and  many 
relics  venerated  by  the  church,  some  of  which, 
whose  records  have  been  lost,  can  never  more  he 
exposed  to  public  view.  There  are  old  paintings, 
too,  whose  origin  and  age  are  unknown,  which 
are  not  the  least  interesting  of  the  man^'  histor- 
ical relics  of  this  ancient  church. 


VILLIAM  C.  WERRK,  a  mercliant  of  Wine 
Hill,  and  the  owner  of  valuable  farming 
land  near  this  village,  is  one  of  the  most 
sul)Stantial  men  of  Randolph  County.  He  is  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  having  been  born  in  Rethem, 
Hanover,  May  21,  18;59,  and  is  a  son  of  Frederick 
and  Marie  (Clasen)  Werre,  natives  respectively 
of  Rethem  and  Oldendorf.  When  our  subject  was 
ten  years  of  age  his  father,  who  w:is  a  farmer  in 
the  Old  Country,  disiK)Sed  of  his  house  in  the  vil- 
lage and  his  outlying  lands  and  started  with  his 
family  for  America. 

Embarking  at  lireinerhaven  on  the  four-mast 
vessel  "Burgundy,"  the  family  commenced  the 
vo3'age  to  the  New  World.  Early  in  the  thiid 
night  out,  the  vessel  ran  into  a  sand  bar  in  the 
English  Channel  and  was  wrecked.  Clad  only  in 
their  night  clothes,  the  passengers  escaped  in  the 
small  boats,  losing  all    they  possessed.     The   old 


men,  the  women  and  children  were  taken  to 
France.  Some  of  the  men  were  put  aboard  a  coal 
vessel,  while  the  others  were  taken  to  England. 
The  family  was  separated  for  four  weeks  and  none 
knew  whellier  the  absent  ones  were  living  or  dead. 
Finally  all  were  .assembled  in  London  and  the 
vo\age  was  renewed.  The  English  were  vei'y  kind 
in  supplying  the  unfortunates  with  clothing, 
money  and  food.  Mr.  Werre  lost  in  property 
about  ^&H),  but  saved  about  >^»*H)  in  gold  that  he 
and  his  wife  had  secured  on  their  persons,  a  goodly' 
fortune  for  emigrants  in  those  days. 

After  about  a  month's  delay  the  family  again 
took  ship,  this  time  on  a  London  vessel,  the  "Rio 
Grande,"  and  after  a  voyage  of  about  thirteen 
weeks  landed  in  New  Orleans,  February  20,  1819. 
After  remaining  there  a  week  they  took  a  river 
steamer  for  Chester,  which  was  reached  in  a  week's 
time.  Fritz,  a  son  by  Mr.  Werre 's  first  wife,  who 
had  come  to  America  in  1812  and  owned  forty 
acres  near  Bremen,  Randolph  County,  died  leaving 
the  Land  to  his  father.  As  fort}'  acres  of  land 
was  considered  a  fortune  in  the  Old  Country,  Mr. 
Werre  expected  to  live  at  his  ease  on  that  amount 
of  land  here.  Finding  it  insuHicicnt,  an  additional 
eighty-acre  tract  was  purchased  and  life  in  the 
new  country  began. 

The  father  of  our  subject  was  twice  married  and 
had  six  children,  of  whom  William  was  next  to 
the  youngest.  Only  two  members  of  the  family 
now  survive.  Our  subject  had  attended  school  in 
the  Old  Country  but  found  none  on  his  arrival 
here.  However,  by  self-culture  he  acquired  a  fairly 
good  English  education.  On  account  of  his  fa- 
ther's illness  the  care  of  the  family  fell  upon  him 
when  he  was  but  sixteen.  Together  with  his 
younger  brother  he  conducted  the  farm  and  cared 
for  his  father,  who  for  the  last  seven  of  his  twenty 
years'  suffering  was  not  out  of  the  house  but 
twice. 

November  13,  1861,  at  the  age  of  twenty-three, 
our  subject  married  Miss  Christina,  daughter  of 
Conrad  and  Wilhelmina  (llandelman)  Wolter,  na- 
tives of  Klein  Elbe,  Hanover,  where  Mrs.  Werre 
was  horn  August  27,  1842,  and  where  she  lived 
until  attaining  her  tenth  year.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Werre   were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  eight  of 
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whom  survive,  as  follows:  William,  Edmond.  Her- 
man, Ernest,  Amelia,  Carolina,  Adolph  and  Sig- 
mond.  Anna  is  deceased.  Mr.  Werre,  his  wife, 
and  all  the  children  are  members  of  St.  Paul's 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Wine  Hill,  in 
which  they  take  a  deep  interest,  promoting  all 
that  pertains  to  the  cause  of  religion.  They  are 
also  deeply  interested  in  the  advancement  of  the 
parochial  school,  which  is  conducted  at  present  by 
August  Wilde. 

Besides  conducting  a  well  stocked  country  store 
at  Wine  Hill,  Mr.  Werre  operates  some  two  liun- 
dred  acres  of  fine  farming  land  near  the  village 
and  also  owns  nearly  one  hundred  acres  in  addi- 
tion. In  politics  he  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and 
supports  the  party  principles  by  his  influence  and 
ballot.  Socially,  he  and  his  entire  family  are  held 
in  high  esteem  by  all  who  arc  so  fortunate  as  to 
call  them  friends. 


_^], 


^HJH^E 


RS.  NANCY  E.  CRANDLE,  widow  of  the 
late  James  M.  Crandle,  resides  on  section 
■*  22,  township  7,  range  5,  where  for  the 
past  fifty-five  j'ears  she  has  made  her 
home.  Her  parents  came  to  this  farm  in  18.39  and 
her  father  purchased  a  tract  of  forty  acres,  also 
entered  three  tracts  of  tlie  same  size  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. Two  of  these  he  bought  at  $1.25  per  acre, 
while  the  third  w.is  only  twelve  and  one-half  cents 
per  acre.  Coming  to  this  county  a  poor  man,  with 
little  of  this  world's  goods  to  call  his  own,  by  ex- 
cellent management  and  tireless  industry  he  ac- 
cumulated a  valuable  property.  Better  than  that, 
he  gained  the  esteem  of  all  with  whom  he  came  in 
contact  and  who  were  won  to  him  by  his  unvary- 
ing kindness  of  heart  and  nobility  of  life.  At  the 
age  of  sixty-eight  years,  on  the  9th  of  September, 
1869,  he  was  called  hence.  His  wife  survived  him 
for  some  years,  her  death  occurring  February  6, 
1890,  at  the  age  of  eighty-four.  They  were  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and 
by  their  lives  exemplified  the  sincerit}-  of  their 
religious  belief. 

The  subject  of   this  sketch  was  born  in  Rowan 
County,  N.  C,  January  31,  1833,  and  accompanied 


lier  parents  to  Illinois  in  1839,  settling  in  Ran- 
dolph Count3%  where  she  grew  to  mature  j'ears. 
Her  marriage  occurred  March  16,  1863,  and  united 
her  with  James  Crandle.  This  gentleman  was  a 
native  of  Canada  and  came  to  Illinois  at  the  age  of 
five  years,  settling  in  Boone  County.  In  1859  he 
came  to  Randolph  County,  where  lie  followed  his 
chosen  occupation,  tliat  of  agriculture.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Crandle  were  born  five  children,  of 
whom  the  following  are  now  living:  James  S., 
Sarah  Eunice  E.,  Eugene  and  Merritt.  The  daugh- 
ter married  Martin  Conder  and  lives  in  Mt.  Ver- 
non. 111.  The  others  reside  with  their  mother. 
Tlie3-  have  received  excellent  educations,  and  Eu- 
gene is  a  successful  teacher. 

In  1870  JMrs.  Crandle  was  bereaved  by  the  death 
of  her  husband,  about  seven  years  after  their 
marriage.  Though  left  with  a  family  of  small 
children  dependent  upon  her,  she  did  not  become 
discouraged,  but  worked  patiently  and  persever- 
ingly  until  success  was  hers.  Her  sons  are  manly 
and  energetic,  and  her  daughter  amiable  and  ac- 
complished, and  the  honorable  position  they  oc- 
cupy is  due  in  no  small  deg^-ee  to  the  self-sacrific- 
ing efforts  of  the  devoted  motlicr.  The  home 
farm  consists  of  sixty  acres  of  land,  from  which 
Mrs.  Crandle  receives  a  good  income.  In  religious 
belief  she  is  a  member  of  the  Presbj'terian  Church, 
which  she  joined  at  the  age  of  sixteen  3'ears.  Her 
husband  was  identified  witii  the  Methodist  Epis-. 
copal  Church.  In  this  part  of  the  county  she  is 
well  and  favorably  known  and  is  numbered  among 
the  most  popular  ladies  of  the  neighborhood 
wiiere  she  has  so  long  resided. 


%^ 


'fHf 


lETRICH  RICKENBERG,  one  of  the  suc- 
]ji  cessful  agriculturists  of  Randolph  County', 
resides  on  section  5,  township  7,  range  5, 
and  is  the  owner  of  one  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  included  in  the  home  farm,  in  addition 
to  one  hundred  and  seventy-six  acres  elsewhere  in 
this  countj'.  He  was  born  in  Hanover,  German}^ 
March  7,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Frederick  and 
Mary  (Gergens)  Rickenberg,  natives  of  Hanover. 
In  the  parental    family  there  were  eight  children. 
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three  of  whom  are  living,  Mary,  Lewis  and  Diet- 
rich, all  of  whom  live  in  Randolph  County. 

In  1842  our  subject  and  Henry  Rickenbcrg  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  Or- 
leans in  December.  In  ISlfi  Mary  came  to  this 
country,  and  later  Lewis  and  another  sister  crossed 
the  ocean  to  join  the  members  of  the  family  here. 
In  18()fi  the  eldest  brother  and  the  father  followed 
them  hillier,  and  the  latter  died  in  this  county, 
near  Kllis  Grove,  in  1868.  The  mother  had  passed 
away  in  the  Old  Country  in  1846.  The  parents 
were  sincere,  honorable  Christian  people,  and  were 
devoted  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

After  working  for  an  uncle  for  about  two  ycai's, 
our  subject  went  to  New  Oileans,  in  1844,  and 
from  there  proceeded  to  Florida,  where  he  was 
employed  on  the  Jordan  River  for  about  fourteen 
months.  Returning  to  New  Orleans  he  remained 
in  that  city  until  1849,  and  then  returned  to  Ran- 
dolph County,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home. 
In  1850  he  married  Miss  JNIargaret  Ileitniann,  who 
was  born  in  Hanover  in  18:5:5,  and  accompanied 
her  parents  to  this  country  when  ten  years  old, 
settling  in  Randol|)h  County-,  where  she  grew  to 
womanhood.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Herman 
and  Margaret  Heitmann,  and  b}-  her  marriage  be- 
came the  mother  of  seven  cliililren,  three  yet  liv- 
ing, William,  Fritz  and  Helena,  the  latter  being 
the  wife  of  William  Ebers,  of  Randolph  County. 
Mrs.  Margaret  Rickenberg  died  .Inly  18,  1870. 

The  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Rickenberg  united 
him  with  Miss  Doris  Hormann,  who  was  born  in 
Hanover  January  25,  1850,  and  accompanied  her 
parents  to  the  United  States  in  1873.  Her  eldest 
brother  resides  in  Germany,  but  the  rest  of  the 
family  reside  in  the  United  States.  Nine  chil- 
dren were  born  of  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mi-s. 
Rickenberg,  of  whom  eight  are  living,  namely: 
Henry,  Kmma,  Harmon,  Hertha,  Frieda,  Clara,  Her- 
bert and  Alfred.  Adolf  is  deceased.  The  chil- 
dren are  being  given  excellent  educational  ad- 
vantages and  are  being  trained  for  positions  of 
usefulness  and  honor. 

Beginning  with  limited  capital  in  the  United 
States,  Mr.  Rickenberg  h.as  prospered  beyond  his 
greatest  expectations  and  is  now  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  farmers  of   liandoiph  County.     He  and  his 


family  are  identified  with  tlie  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran Church  at  Wine  Hill  and  are  highly  regarded 
in  the  social  circles  of  the  coniuninity.  The  home 
farm  is  without  doubt  one  of  the  finest  for  miles 
around  and  invariably  attracts  the  attention  of  the 
passer-by,  proving  by  its  appearance  of  thrift  the 
progressive  spirit  and  prosperity  of  the  owner.  In 
political  matters  Mr.  Rickenberg  afliliates  with  the 
Democratic  party. 


-H*= 


'^-r^mi        <p3i 


}l ZUBER,  Superintendent  of  the   Murphys- 

Y  boro   Brewing   Company,  was  born    in  St. 
^    Gallen,  the  cant(m   of  St.  Gallen,  Switzer- 

^  land,  December  15,  1864.  Ills  father,  a 
mechanic  in  iron,  and  his  grnndfatiier,  a  merchant 
by  occupation,  both  resided  in  tliat  canton.  The 
former,  in  1879,  came  to  America,  and  for  two 
years  followed  his  trade  in  New  Orleans,  after 
which  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  and  there,  in  partner- 
ship with  our  subject,  is  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cornice  work. 

Our  subject  is  one  of  two  sons,  the  other  being 
Emil,  a  resident  of  St.  Louis.  He  was  reared  in 
Switzerland  anil  attended  school  in  that  country, 
where  also  he  learned  the  trade  of  a  saddler  and 
harness-maker.  In  1881,  with  his  mother  and 
brother,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  and  in 
St.  Louis  followed  the  trade  of  an  upholsterer, 
which  he  had  learned  in  Switzerland.  Later,  un- 
der the  firm  name  of  Zuber  S:  Son,  he  embarked  in 
the  manufacture  of  cornice  work,  the  factor^'  be- 
ing located  for  two  years  at  No.  506  Lock  Ave- 
nue, removed  thence  to  No.  2606  South  Seventh 
Street,  and  later  to  No.  2527  South  Broadway. 
The  firm  is  still  in  business  at  that  place,  and  has 
established  a  solid  reputation  as  tinsmiths  and 
manufacturers  of  cornice. 

In  the  spring  of  1892  our  subject  accepted  the 
position  of  Superintendent  of  the  JIurphysboro 
Brewing  Company-,  and  coming  to  this  cit}-,  has 
since  made  it  his  home.  The  brewery  has  a  capacity 
of  two  hundred  and  one-fourth  barrels  per  day, 
and  is  furnished  with  all  the  modern  improve- 
ments, including  an  engine  room,  store  rooms,  and 
an    ice  plant  for  the  manufacture   of   ice.     They 
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have  two  machines  with  a  capacitj-  of  sixty  tons 
per  day,  and  do  an  extensive  wholesale  and  retail 
business,  shipping  both  ice  and  beer  to  adjoining 
cities.  Mr.  Zubcr  not  only  superintends  the  work 
in  the  brewery,  but  also  has  charge  of  the  work  on 
the  road,  and  through  his  enterprise  the  business 
has  been  largely  increased.  The  concern  was  es- 
tablished in  1868,  but  its  success  h^is  been  largely 
secured  since  1886.  The  company  owns  eight 
acres  in  Murphysboro,  and  in  connection  with  the 
brewery  has  a  bottling  works,  whicli  was  started  in 
1890. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  Zuber  occurred  in  St.  Louis 
in  1891,  and  united  him  witli  Miss  Kate,  daughter 
of  Rudolph  Stecher,  proprietor  and  President  of 
the  Steelier  Cooperage  Works,  one  of  the  largest 
in  America.  They  are  the  parents  of  one  child, 
Rudolph.  Socially  Mr.  Zuber  is  identified  with 
Amity  Lodge  No.  261,  L  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  Order 
of  Reliable  Protection  at  St.  Lf)uis.  Politically  he 
is  a  Republican,  firm  in  bis  allegiance  to  party 
principles.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Murphysboro 
Fire  Department.  The  various  enterprises  calcu- 
lated to  promote  the  best  interests  of  the  city  re- 
ceive his  cordial  support,  and  he  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  most  energetic  and  successful  citizens 
of  the  place. 

\^ ^iM^         ^@J 


(^ 


^^EORGE  TEGTMEYER,  a  merchant  of  Shi- 
III  ,_—,  loh  Hill,  was  born  at  Bevensen,  in  the 
^^^j  province  of  Hanover,  March  31,  1853.  He 
is  a  sou  of  Louis  and  Mary  (Lubbers)  Tegtmeyer, 
natives  of  the  same  province.  Until  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  attended  the  schools  at  Bevensen,  and 
on  completing  his  studies  he  entered  as  an  appren- 
tice a  store  at  Zeven,an  apprenticeship  being  nec- 
essary to  a  mercantile  career  in  the  Old  Country. 
There  he  remained  u..til  the  fall  of  1871.  when  he 
emigrated  to  America,  the  only  one  of  iiis  entire 
family  to  leave  the  Fatherland. 

Embarking  at  Hamburg  on  the  steamer  "Holsa- 
tia,"  after  a  passage  of  thirteen  days  Mr.  Tegt- 
meyer lauded  in  New  York,  where  he   spent  one 


week.  Having  an  uncle  in  Randolph,  111.,  he  set 
out  for  this  place  and  reached  his  destination  in 
October.  During  the  winter  he  attended  school, 
and  in  March  went  to  St.  Louis.  Having  no  ac- 
quaintances, it  was  necessary  to  take  what  ever 
work  came  to  hand.  The  first  position  that  offered 
was  a  place  as  a  waiter  in  a  restaurant.  After  a 
time  he  secured  a  position  in  a  store  on  O'Fallon 
Street,  and  later  filled  a  clerical  position  in  several 
mercantile  establishments. 

In  the  spring  of  1878  longing  for  the  home 
became  too  strong  to  be  resisted,  so  passage  was 
taken  for  the  Old  Country,  where  our  subject  re- 
mained until  September.  Returning  to  America, 
he  stopped  for  a  month  in  St.  Louis,  and  learning 
that  William  C.  Dean,  of  Shiloh  Hill,  was  desiring 
to  dispose  of  his  store,  a  deal  was  consummated  in 
the  fall  of  that  year  and  possession  was  taken 
March  1,  1879.  Here  Jlr.  Tegtmeyer  h.is  remained 
ever  since.  In  his  store  will  be  found  a  nicelj'  se- 
lected stock  of  such  goods  as  are  usually  found  in 
a  general  store.  He  buys  and  ships  a  goodly 
amount  of  produce  raised  in  the  surrounding 
country. 

September  12,  1879,  Mr.  Tegtmeyer  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Augustina,  daughter  of 
Fred  and  Henrietta  (Kremer)  Niedermeyer,  resi- 
dents of  St.  Louis,  where  Mrs.  Tegtmeyer  was  born 
September  12,  1861.  To  them  were  born  five 
children,  three  of  whom  survive.  They  are  Louis 
G.,  Ida  H.  and  Willie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  Tegt- 
me3'er  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church  at 
Shiloh  Hill.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and 
sees  no  reason  for  a  change  in  his  political  views 
at  the  present  time.  For  ten  j^ears  he  has  been 
Treasurer  of  the  township  schools,  which  position 
of  trust  he  still  holds.  In  1883  he  was  appointed 
Postmaster  at  Shiloh  Hill  and  has  since  held  that 
position  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  patrons  of  the 
office. 

In  1889  a  stock  company  was  formed  to  operate 
a  creamery  at  Shiloh  Hill  and  Mr.  Tegtmeyer  owns 
a  majority  of  the  stock.  Most  of  the  product  is 
shipiied  to  St.  Louis.  Socially  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Tegt- 
meyer are  highly  esteemed  by  a  wide  circle  of 
friends.  Through  the  successful  management  of 
his  business  he  has  accumulated  a  competence  and 
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is  numbered  among  the  substantial  men  of  the 
town.  A  well  spent  life  has  gained  for  him  the 
confidence  of  all  with  whom  business  or  social  re- 
lations have  brought  him  in  contact. 


-O*0-@J>^K^@-0*<>" 


J  I  OSHUA  ANi>  JOSEPH  Sl'KINGER  are  promi- 
nent and  well  known  farmers  of  Jackson 
County,  residing  on  section  15,  Makanda 
Township.  Their  grandfather,  John  Spring- 
er, prior  to  his  marriage  accompanied  the  famous 
explorer,  Daniel  Hooue,  to  the  then  wilderness  of 
Kentucky,  whence  after  remaining  one  winter,  he 
returned  to  the  vicinity  of  Frederick  City,  Md., 
where  his  father's  family  lived.  There  he  married 
and  there  two  children  were  born  to  the  union. 
About  1781  be  moved  to  Kentucky'  and  settled 
near  Ilarrodsburg,  Mercer  County.  When  the 
Indian  War  broke  out,  he  witli  other  neighbors 
sought  refuge  in  Ilarrod's  Fort.  After  peace  was 
declared  with  the  Indians,  he  removed  to  the  vicin- 
ity of  Danville, Ky.,  and  later  went  to  Washington 
County  and  settled  on  Pleasant  Hun,  five  miles 
from  Springfield,  the  count}'  seat.  There  he  died 
about  l«l-2. 

The  father  of  our  subjects,  Jolin  Springer,  was 
born  in  Harrod's  Fort,  Ky.,  Janu.ary  8,  1784,  and 
moved  to  Madison  (now  Pond)  County,  111.,  set- 
tling near  Greenville  in  the  fall  of  1810.  In  Ken- 
tucky he  married  Susan  Sage,  and  after  her  death 
he  was  united  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Bird,  a  native 
of  Tennessee,  who  became  the  mother  of  our  sub- 
jects. When  the  War  of  1812  commenced,  the 
father  with  other  neighbors  went  into  Jones'  F'ort, 
where  they  organized  a  comiian}-,  William  Jones 
being  chosen  Captain,  and  Mr.  Springer  First  Lieu- 
tenant. Tliej-  stayed  there  until  the  fall  of  1814, 
when,  the  war  being  ended,  they  removed  five 
miles  northwest  of  Edwardsville,  Madison  County, 
111.,  and  settled  on  section  30,  township  5,  range  8. 
In  that  home  the  children  of  his  second  marriage 
were  born  and  reared.  He  was  appointed  Justice 
of  the  Peace  by  Gov.  Ninian  Edwards.  In  1815  he 
was  made  a  Class-leader  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Salem  and  served  continuouslj'  as  such 
until   his  death,  June  25,   1811).     His   wife,  whose 


membership  was  also  in  the  Methodist  Church, 
died  during  the  same  year  as  that  in  whicli  he 
passed  away.     In  politics  he  was  a  Whig. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  ten  children,  of 
whom  six  are  yet  living,  Thomas  O.,  Levi  C,  Emily 
Gillhone,  Lucinda  Irwin,  Joshua  S.  and  Joseph  E. 
Joshua  S.  Springer  was  born  in  Madison  County, 
111.,  December  15,  1841,  was  reared  on  the  old 
homestead,  and  acquired  his  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools.  He  enlisted  August  10,  1862,  in 
Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  served  until  March  18,  186.3, 
when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disabilitv. 
He  then  returned  home,  where  he  continued  until 
February,  1867,  when,  in  company  with  his  brother, 
lie  bought  their  present  farm. 

On  the  15lli  of  January,  1877,  Joshua  S.  Springer 
wedded  Mary  Hopkins,  daughter  of  L.\.  Hopkins, 
who  was  in  the  gunboat  service  during  the  Civil 
War,  and  who  came  to  Jackson  County  in  1865. 
She  was  born  in  Ft.  Madison,  Iowa,  December 
7,  1851,  and  died  April  18,  1892,  leaving  two  chil 
dren,  lulward  S.  and  Charles  F.,  who  are  now  at- 
tending school.    One  other  child  died  in  early  life. 

Joseph  Springer  was  born  on  the  old  homestead 
October  13,  1843,  afld  he  too  wore  the  blue,  enlist- 
ing as  a  private  of  Company  II,  One  Hundred  and 
Fiftieth  Illinois  Infantry,  January  14,  1865.  He 
was  appointed  Sergeant  of  Camp  Butler,  was  after- 
wards made  Second  Lieutenant,  and  later  merito- 
rious conduct  won  him  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
First  Lieutenant.  He  went  to  ^Nashville  and  was 
then  engaged  in  guarding  railroads  at  Bridgeport, 
after  which  he  was  stationed  at  Cleveland  and  Dal- 
ton.  On  the  8th  of  Jul}',  1865,  he  was  ordered  to 
Atlanta,  where  he  did  Provost  duty  for  a  month, 
and  was  thence  transferred  to  F'"ranklin,  and  after- 
wards to  Griflin,  Ga.  He  w^as  mustered  out  Jan- 
uary 19,  1866,  and  was  discharged  in  Springfield. 
The  Old  Flag  and  the  cause  it  represented  found 
in  him  an  able  defender. 

On  the  29tli  of  December,  1880,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Joseph  Springer  and  Adeline  E., 
daughter  of  Philander  Utter,  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey, who  removed  west  to  Oakland  County,  Mich. 
She  was  Ijorn  September  5,  1844,  in  Ontario  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.     They  have  one  child,   William  E.,  who 
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has  in  his  possession  the  gun  carried  by  his  grand- 
father in  the  Blacli  Hawk  War,  while  his  cousin 
Charles  has  the  sword  which  belonged  to  Lieuten- 
ant Springer. 

The  Springer  brothers  are  the  owners  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  acres  of  valuable  land,  which 
is  highly  improved  and  cultivated,  and  devote 
their  energies  to  the  raising  of  grain  and  fruit  and 
good  grades  of  stock.  They  are  numbered  among 
the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  community.  Both 
hold  membcrsliip  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  with  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  Jo- 
seph is  Past  Master  of  Makanda  Lodge  No.  434, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  They  also  belong  to  Makanda 
Post  No.  280,  G.  A;  R.,  of  which  Joshua  is  Junior 
Vice-Commander.  He  has  also  belonged  to  the 
Odd  Fellows'  society-,  and  for  seventeen  years  he 
has  served  as  School  Director.  He  is  also  Highway 
Commissioner,  and  Joseph  has  been  both  Super- 
visor and  Highway  Commissioner  of  Makanda 
Township.  In  politics  they  are  stahvart  Republi- 
cans, and  Joshua  is  a  member  of  the  County  Cen- 
tral Committee.  The  Springer  brothers  are  men 
of  intelligence  and  sterling  worth,  ever  faithful  to 
duty,  whether  public  or  private,  and  in  the  commu- 
nity where  they  live  are  highly  respected. 


EV.  ROBERT  ALLYN,  LL.  D.,  formerly  of 
Carbondale,  was  one  of  the  prominent 
L.\Y  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
^p  Church,  known  not  only  in  Illinois,  but 
throughout  the  country.  He  was  born  January  25, 
1817,  in  Ledyard,New  London  County,  Conn., and 
was  a  member  of  one  of  the  oldest  families  of  this 
country.  The  first  American  ancestor,  John  Allyn, 
emigrated  from  England  to  America,  and  in  1646 
removed  from  Gloucester,  Mass.,  to  New  London 
County,  Conn.  He  laid  out  the  town  of  Allyn 's 
Point,  six  miles  north  of  New  London,  and  there 
served  as  Town  Clerk  and  Selectman.  Those  in 
the  line  of  direct  descent  were  Robert,  Robert  and 
James.  The  last-named  is  the  grandfather  of  our 
subject.     He  was  born  in  Ledyard,  Conn.,  married 


Anna  Stanton,  and  was  a  soldier  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary War. 

Charles  Allyn,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  New  London  Count}',  Conn.,  September 
28,  1781,  and  took  an  active  part  in  the  War  of 
1812,  although  he  was  never  enrolled  as  a  soldier. 
His  occupation  was  that  of  farming.  He  wedded 
Lois  Gallup,  who  was  born  April  17,  1791,  and 
was  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Morgan) 
Gallup,  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  family  was 
one  of  prominence  in  the  earl}'  history  of  that 
state  and  numbered  among  its  members  Capt. 
John  Gallup,  who  served  in  the  French  and  Indian 
War.  Ethan  Allen,  of  Revolutionar}'  fame,  is  of 
the  same  family  as  our  subject.  One  of  the  Allyn 
family  became  the  wife  of  Mr.  Cox,  and  the 
mother  of  Jacob  D.  Cox,  ex-Governor  of  Ohio. 
The  parents  of  Rev.  Mr.  Allyn  always  resided  in 
the  Nutmeg  State.  They  had  a  family  of  six 
children,  three  of  whom  arc  now  living,  Robert; 
Calvin,  of  Nevada;  and  Mrs.  Louisa  Williams,  of 
Salem,  Conn. 

Upon  his  father's  farm  our  subject  was  reared  to 
manhood.  He  began  his  education  in  the  district 
schools,  later  attended  Wilbraham  Academy  of 
Massachusetts,  and  was  graduated  from  the  Wes- 
Icyan  University  of  Middletown,  Conn.,  in  1841. 
He  then  became  Principal  of  the  academj'  in  which 
he  had  studied,  and  held  that  position  until  1848, 
after  which  he  was  Principal  of  Kent  Academy 
(now  know  as  Providence  Conference  Seminary) 
in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  until  1854.  For  three 
years  he  served  as  Commissioner  of  the  public 
schools  of  Rhode  Island,  and  in  1852  and  1854 
was  elected  to  the  Legislature  of  that  state.  In 
that  year  he  was  appointed  to  visit  West  Point  b}' 
the  President,  and  his  commission  was  signed  by 
Jefferson  Davis,  then  Secretar}'  of  War.  He  was 
also  connected  with  the  Normal  School  of  Rhode 
Island. 

November  18,  1841,  Rev.  Mr.  Allyn  married 
Miss  Emeline  H.  Denison,  who  was  born  in  Frank- 
lin Count}',  Mass.,  September  18,  1811,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  David  Denison,  who  belonged  to  an 
old  New  England  family.  She  died  in  Colchester, 
Conn.,  April  24,  1844.  Of  her  two  children, 
Charles  is  now  deceased;  and  Emeline  L.,  widow  of 
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William  II.  Hypes,  resides  in  Lebanon,  111.  June 
24.  1845,  Ulr.  AUyn  wedded  Mary  B.,  daugli- 
tei-  of  Jonathan  Hudington.  She  was  born  June 
28,  1823,  in  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  and  died  Oc- 
tober 17,  1H7!»,  in  Carbondalo,  111.,  leaving  three 
children,  Joseph,  Ellen  and  Harriet.  The  last- 
named  died  January  10,  1883. 

In  18.")7  Kev.  Mr.  Allyn  left  the  past,and  for  two 
years  was  Professor  of  Oreelc  and  jjalin  in  the 
Ohio  University  at  Alliens.  In  1859  he  went  to 
Cincinnati,  and  was  President  of  the  Wesleyan 
Female  College  for  four  years.  He  then  went  to 
McKendree  College  of  Illinois,  of  which  he  was 
President  for  eleven  years.  In  1874  he  came  to 
Carbondale, organized  the  Southern  Illinois  Normal 
University,  and  for  eighteen  j'ears  continued  as 
its  President.  His  work  as  an  educator  was  most 
successful  and  won  him  prominence  throughout 
the,  country.  He  was  a  member  of  tbe  National 
Educational  Association,  the  National  Council  of 
Education,  and  of  the  state  associations  of  Massa- 
chusetts, Rhode  Island,  Ohio  and  Illinois.  He 
served  as  President  of  the  associations  in  Rhode 
Island  and  this  stnte. 

In  March,  1835,  Rev.  Mr.  Allyn  became  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  from 
1841  until  his  death  w.as  active  in  pulpit  work.  He 
delivered  over  thirteen  hundred  sermons,  twenty 
of  wliich  have  been  printed.  He  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  of  the  church  in  1844,  in  May,  1846,  was 
made  an  Elder,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Southern 
Illinois  Conference.  He  wjis  one  of  the  organizers 
of  the  Freedman's  Aid  Societ}'  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  which  has  so  materially  pro- 
moted the  welfare  of  the  colored  race. 

In  18C4  Rev.  Mr.  Allyn  received  the  degree  of 
D.  D.  from  the  Wesleyan  University  of  Connecti- 
cut, and  in  1875  McKendree  College  of  Illinois 
conferred  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  I).  He  was 
a  prolific  writer  and  furnished  many  able  articles 
for  the  papers.  He  took  an  active  part  in  politics 
during  the  slaver^'  agitation,  helped  to  raise  sev- 
eral companies  for  the  Union  army  and  served  as 
one  of  the  Home  Guards  in  Cincinnati  during  the 
war.  He  was  also  a  prominent  worker  in  the 
cause  of  temperance.  During  the  latter  years  he 
lived  retired  at  his  pleasant   home  in   Carbondale, 


resting  after  long  and  faithful  service  in  lines 
which  tend  to  elevate  and  uplift  humanity.  He 
was  taken  ill  with  la  grippe  and  passed  away 
January  7,  1891.  In  his  demise  Carbondale  lost 
one  of  its  most  honored  citiz.ons  and  the  Methodist 
Church  one  of  its  most  able  ministers.  In  the 
school  room  and  in  the  pulpit  his  example  and 
teachings  benefited  those  around  him,  and  his  in- 
lluence  will  continue  an  active  power  for  good  in 
this  community  for  many  years  to  come. 


^Mfc^   *3.^   ~JI'-^    ^^    ^'Z'    ~^'^  J, 

^r«^  -4!tJ  '-ii«*  '-*-  -sr.--  ^*K^  V 
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^li  M.  KUNZ,  a  hardware  merchant  of  Pinck- 
neyville,  was  born  in  the  province  of  Nona, 
Prussia,  December  21,  1832.  His  father, 
Frederick  Kunz,  was  a  small  farmer  in  the 
Old  Country,  where  his  entire  life  was  passed.  Our 
subject  w.as  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  six,  there 
being  four  brothers  and  two  sisters.  Of  this  num- 
ber, himself,  one  brother  and  one  sister  are  now 
living.  Prior  to  the  age  of  fourteen  }'ears  he  at- 
tended the  schools  of  his  native  land,  after  which 
he  learned  the  trade  of  a  blacksmith. 

Coming  to  America  in  1853,  Mr.  Kunz  worked 
at  his  trade  in  St.  Louis  for  two  yeai-s,  and  then 
spent  one  year  in  Chester.  In  1856  he  came  to 
Pinckneyville,  where  he  followed  his  trade  until 
1883.  By  hard  work  and  good  management  he 
accumulated  some  money,  which  he  invested  in 
real  estate,  and  the  property  having  increased  in 
value,  he  has  become  well-to-do.  He  still  owns 
considerable  valuable  real  estate  in  Pinckneyville, 
including  the  two  lots  on  tlie  east  side  of  the 
square,  where  his  store  is  located.  He  expects  in 
the  near  future  to  build  a  fine  opera  house. 

In  1883,  when  he  left  the  anvil,  Mr.  Kunz  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  and  macliinery  business,  in 
which  he  has  since  built  up  a  large  trade.  He  is 
one  of  the  substantial  and  wealthy  men  of  the 
city,  and  is  respected  by  all  who  know  him.  Prom- 
inent in  public  affairs,  he  has  served  for  six  terms 
as  Alderman,  and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Education.  Politically  he  is  a  Democrat. 
In  1856  he  married  Miss  Lottie  Halkomeyer,  and 
they  became  the  parents  of  four  children,  namely: 
Theodore,  who  died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years; 
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Mary,  who  is  at  home;  Henry,  who  is  a  traveling 
salesman  for  a  St.  Louis  firm,  and  Jacob,  who  is 
employed  in  a  hardware  store  in  St.  Louis.  The 
mother  of  tliese  children  died  in  187L 

Tlie  second  marriage  of  Mr.  Kunz  united  him 
with  Catlieriue  Wildemote,  a  native  of  Germau_v. 
They  have  eight  children,  as  follows:  Fritz,  who 
assists  his  fatiier  in  the  store;  Charles,  who  is  also 
with  his  father  in  the  hardware  business;  Emma, 
Tillie,  George,  Eddie,  Arthur  and  Harmon,  who 
are  attending  the  public  sciiools.  Mr.  Kunz  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Evangeli- 
cal Church,  and  he  was  for  many  years  a  Trustee, 
but  resigned  from  tliat  position  in  1894. 


m> 


<H, 


li^^ 


JOSEPH  ¥.  DEROUSSE,  one  of  the  descend- 
ants of  the  old  French  settlers  of  Randolph 
County,  and  a  gentleman  who  enjoys  to  an 
unusually  high  degree  the  esteem  and  re- 
gard of  his  fellow-citizens,  was  born  in  Old  Kas- 
kaskia  February  8,  1832,  during  the  palmiest  days 
of  the  ancient  town.  He  is  a  son  of  Francois,  who 
in  turn  was  the  son  of  Joseph  Derousse,  and  who 
was  also  born  in  the  old  French  town.  Here  he 
grew  to  manhood  and  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Julia  Danis,  who,  like  himself,  was  a  representa- 
tive of  a  prominent  pioneer  family. 

When  our  subject  was  about  seven  years  old, 
Francois  Derousse  removed  with  the  farail}"  to 
Pujol,  a  village  some  six  miles  from  Kaskaskia, 
and  there  Joseph  passed  his  3'outhful  years.  Edu- 
cational advantages  were  not  good  at  the  time  he 
was  a  boy,  and  in  consequence  his  earl^'  education 
was  somewhat  neglected.  April  19,  1856,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  the  daughter  of  Antoine 
Casson.  Of  this  marriage  four  children  were 
born,  three  of  whom  survive:  C'elia,  who  is  the 
widow  of  Frank  Menard:  Octavia,  wife  of  Alfred 
Buatte  and  a  resident  of  Wamego,  Kan.;  and  Jo- 
seph, who  married  Letitia  Udson,  and  is  living 
near  the  crossing  of  the  Grand  Line  and  the  Big 
Lane. 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  who  passed 
away  on  the  30th  of  September,  1872,  our  sub- 
ject was  again  united  in  marriage,  in  1879,  choos- 


ing as  his  wife  Mrs.  Sarah  Pavau,  the  widow 
of  Edward  Pavau.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
bj'  the  birth  of  two  children,  only  one  of  whom 
is  now  living,  Denis  Leon,  a  briglit  lad  of  four- 
teen years.  Mr.  Derousse  had  twelve  grandchil- 
dren, eight  of  whom  are  now  living.  The  family 
is  one  of  prominence  in  'the  community,  and  the 
children,  who  have  been  given  excellent  advan- 
tages, are  highly  respected  in  the  localities  where 
they  reside. 

In  the  spring  of  1893  Mi-.  Derousse  moved  to 
his  present  holding,  lot  No.  45,  Third  Survey,  Kas- 
kaskia Commons,  and  here  he  and  his  famil}'  have 
a  comfortable  home,  abounding  with  all  the  com- 
forts and  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life.  Mr.  De- 
rousse is  a  member  of  the  Church  of  the  Immac- 
ulate Conception,  the  oldest  congregation  in  the 
west,  having  been  founded  by  Pere  Marquette  on 
his  tour  of  the  Valley  in  1672.  Like  all  the^old 
French,  Mr.  Derousse  has  been  a  life-long  Demo- 
crat and  votes  the  straight  ticket.  While  pre- 
ferring to  devote  his  attention  to  personal  affairs, 
he  lias  consented  to  serve  in  a  number  of  offieial 
positions,  in  all  of  which  he  has  discharged  the 
duties  with  characteristic  energy  and  efficiency. 
For  three  years  he  I1.1S  held  the  office  of  School 
Trustee,  and  for   nine  years  served  as  School  Di- 


rector. 


:£)#(^ 


EZEKIEL  J.  HOLLOMAN,  an  agriculturist 
residing  on  section  13,  township  7,  range 
6,  Randolph  County,  cultivates  a  tract  of 
one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  of  which  a  part  is 
hill  and  the  remainder  bottom  land.  Upon  the 
farm  where  he  now  resides  he  was  born  April  20, 
1850,  being  a  son  of  Ezekiel  and  Mary  G.  (Brown) 
HoUomau,  natives  of  Middle  Tennessee,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  1812,  the  former  coming  to 
Illinois  in  1815,  and  the  latter  in  1828. 

Until  the  age  of  eighteen  years  Ezekiel  J.  Hol- 
lomau  attended  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
township,  when,  owing  to  his  father's  ill  health,  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  take  charge  of  the  farm 
and  assume  the  responsibility  of  caring  for  the 
family.  Two  3-ears  later  the  father  died,  and  thus 
was  thrust  upon  the  young  man  a  still  greater  re- 
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sponsibility.  In  the  settlement  of  the  estate  about 
one  hundred  and  sixty  at-res  fell  to  Ezekiel,  and 
on  this  place  he  is  now  making  his  home.  He  de- 
voles  his  entire  time  to  general  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  to  which  his  land  is  well  adapted.  His 
principal  crop  is  wiieat,  hut  he  diversifies  in  his 
agriculture. 

January  15,  1874,  Mr.  lloUoman  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Flora  E.,  daugiiter  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (McNeil)  Gordon.  This  lady  be- 
came the  mother  of  one  daughter,  Ida  R.,  and 
passed  away  May  I,  1881.  The  second  marriage 
of  Mr.  HoUoman  occurred  April  22,  1885,  and 
united  him  with  Miss  Kinily  L.,  daughter  of  .loiin 
P.  and  Nancy  (C'lendcniri )  Mann,  of  Rock  wood. 
Mrs.  Holloman  was  Ixjrn  January  8,  1854,  and  is 
the  mother  of  fire  children:  Ezekiel  15.,  Kate,  John 
Preston,  Nannie  and  vieorge  T. 

In  politics  Mr.  Holloman  is  a  stanch  Republican 
and  invariably  supports  the  candidates  of  his 
chosen  party.  Having  been  elected  Road  Com- 
missioner, he  held  the  office  for  a  time,  but  find- 
ing that  it  interfered  with  his  fanning  interests 
he  resigned.  For  about  fifteen  3'ears  he  served  as 
School  Director,  hut  also  resigned  that  position. 
He  has  no  desire  for  ollicial  honors,  preferring  to 
devote  his  attention  unreservedly  to  liis  agricult- 
ural interests.  In  religious  belief  he  is  a  member 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 


li=^OBERT  McCOMvEY.  In  the  death  of  this 
tWif  gentleman  Randolph  Count}'  lost  one  of  its 
most  enterprising  agriculturists,  and  one 
who  had  been  a  prominent  factor  in  its  up- 
building, being  liimself  an  exponent  of  the  power 
of  a  strong  will  and  strict  integrity — qualities 
calculated  to  bring  success.  No  higher  tribute 
can  be  paid  to  any  man  than  that  "he  helped  him- 
self and  others  .as  he  journeyed  through  the  p.ass- 
ing  years,"  and  of  Mr.  McCoiikey  this  remark  may 
be  truthfully  made. 

Born  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  in  1818,  Mr. 
McConkey  emigrated  to  the  I'nited  States  in  1851, 
and  for  three  years  made  his  home  in  New  York 
City.     Thence    in    1854   he  came  to  Illinois,  and 


purchasing  land  in  township  7,  range  5,  Randolph 
County,  settled  tliercon,  and  commenced  the  task 
of  clearing  and  improving  the  place.  While  still  a 
resident  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Sarah  Hunter,  and  two  children, 
James  and  Margaret,  were  born  to  their  union  prior 
to  their  emigration.  After  coming  to  America  five 
children  were  added  to  the  household,  of  whom  W. 
R.,  now  residing  on  the  old  homestead,  is  the  only 
survivor.  The  parents  were  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  in  which  faith  they  died,  the  mo- 
ther in  1885,  and  the  father  on  the  15lh  of  Jan- 
uary, 1891. 

The  elder  of  the  two  surviving  sons,  .lames,  was 
born  in  Count}-  Antrim,  Ireland,  November  15, 
1845,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  America  in 
1851,  remaining  at  home  until  he  was  nineteen 
3ear8  old.  He  then  joined  the  boys  in  blue,  en- 
listing February  15,  18G5,  as  a  member  of  Com- 
pany F,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty-fourth  Illinois 
Infantry,  and  doing  service  with  the  regiment  in 
Tennessee.  Upon  being  discharged,  June  23, 1865, 
he  returned  home,  and  .assisted  his  father  on  the 
farm  until  twenty-two  years  old. 

On  the  11th  of  November,  1868,  James  McCon- 
key was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah, 
daughter  of  W.  \X.  and  Nancy  (Farrar)  Mitchell. 
Of  the  children  born  to  this  union  three  are  liv- 
ing, Robert,  Alexander  and  Isr.ael.  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  McConkey  united  him  with  Miss 
Ellen  Crain,  their  wedding  taking  place  October 
I),  1888.  Three  children  were  born  to  them,  of 
whom  two  arc  living,  Josephine  and  Lola.  Mrs. 
McConkej'  was  born  in  townsliip  7,  range  5,  this 
county.  May  22,  18G0,  and  is  a  daughter  of  James 
H.  and  Phiebe  (Morris)  Crain.  She  is  a  lad}-  of 
amiable  disposition,  and  is  intluential  in  the  social 
circles  of  the  community.  Their  farm  is  located 
on  section  32,  where  Mr.  McConkey  owns  and  cul- 
tivates one  hundred  and  twenty  acres,  raising  the 
various  cereals  to  which  the  soil  is  adapted,  and 
also  making  a  specialty  of  stock.  Politically  he 
votes  with  the  Republican  party. 

The  younger  son  of  our  subject,  W.  R.,  married 
Miss  Susie  M.  Andrews  on  the  4th  of  July,  1888, 
and  the}-  have  two  living  children,  Maude  and 
Mabel.     The   first-born,  Robert   E.,  died  when  ten 
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luonths  old.  The  parents  of  Mrs.  McConkey,  Fred- 
erick and  Caroline  (Zang)  Andrews,  are  residents 
of  township  7,  range  5,  and  unto  them  were 
born  ten  children,  eight  yet  living.  William  R. 
took  charge  of  the  home  faim  until  his  father's 
demise,  when,  the  place  having  been  willed  to 
him,  it  became  his  permanent  home.  Here  he  is 
prosperously  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-rais- 
ing. He  and  his  wife  are  well  and  favorably 
known  throughout  the  county;  she  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  which  he  is  a 
generous  contributor,  though  not  a  member.  In 
political  matters  he  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  invariably  gives  to  the  principles  of  that  party 
his  warm  support. 


=«^ 


S7  A.  PORTER  carries  on  general  farming  on 
I  (^  sections  3,9  and  10  Sand  Ridge  Township, 
j^L-J^  Jackson  County,  and  is  one  of  the  promi- 
inent  citizens  of  this  community.  His  father, 
Marshall  Porter,  was  born  in  Connecticut  October 
31,  1810,  and  was  asou  of  .lohn  and  Sarah  (Fuller) 
Porter.  The  former  was  a  farmer  and  mechanic. 
In  the  early  part  of  this  century  he  removed  to 
Ohio,  locating  in  Marietta.  He  removed  thence 
to  Athens,  Ohio,  and  liis  last  days  were  spent  in 
Gallia  County.  In  church  work  he  took  a  very 
prominent  part,  and  served  as  Deacon  in  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  with  which  he  held  membership. 
In  Athens  he  built  a  large  seminary,  which  is  still 
standing.  The  Porter  family  dates  its  origin  back 
to  the  daj's  when  the  Pilgrim  Tathers  landed  in 
America  from  the  "Mayflower." 

Mrs.  Porter,  mother  of  our  subject,  bore  the 
maiden  name  of  Celestia  C.  Bort.  She  was  born 
near  Erie,  Pa.,  in  1816,  and  was  a  daughter  of  the 
Rev.  Barnard  and  Polly  (Dewey)  Bort.  Her  father 
was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  came  of  an 
old  Pennsylvania-Dutch  family.  He  was  a  min- 
ister of  the  Methc>dist  Episcopal  Church,  and  both 
he  and  his  wife  died  in  the  Keystone  State.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Marshall  S.  Porter  were  married  in  Erie, 
Pa.,  and  removed  thence  to  Marietta,  Ohio,  where 
he  worked  as  a  mechanic.  He  afterwards  studied 
medicine    in  Marietta    College,   but  his   eyesight 


failed  him  and  he  never  engaged  in  practice. 
Later  he  removed  to  Porter,  Ohio,  which  town 
was  named  in  honor  of  his  father,  and  in  1850  he 
came  to  Jackson  County,  111.,  settling  in  Vergen- 
nes  Towns^hip.  upon  a  wild  farm.  Their  home 
was  a  log  cabin  in  the  midst  of  the  forest,  and  they 
lived  in  true  pioneer  style. 

The  father  died  April  1,  1880,  and  the  mother 
died  in  August,  1886.  The3-  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  Mr.  Porter  served  as 
Deacon  and  was  a  prominent  worker  in  the  church 
and  Sunday-school.  In  politics  he  was  a  Whig. 
Of  their  family  of  eleven  children  four  are  now 
living:  Luther  1).,  of  Sand  Ridge  Township;  L. 
A.;  George  11.,  of  the  same  township;  and  Ellen  L. 
Luther  D.  and  Solomon  M.  served  in  the  Seventh 
Illinois  Infantry  during  the  late  war.  The  former 
continued  at  the  front  until  after  the  close  of  the 
war,  but  the  latter  was  discharged  on  account  of 
disability,  and  died  from  its  effects. 

L.  A.  Porter,  whose  name  heads  this  record,  was 
born  in  Athens,  Ohio,  September  17,  1843,  and 
when  a  child  was  brought  to  this  state.  His  edu- 
cation was  acquired  in  the  common  schools,  and 
he  early  became  familiar  with  the  arduous  task 
of  clearing  and  developing  new  land.  He  was 
married  April  5,  1869,  to  Mrs.  Mary  (Worthen) 
Allen,  daughter  of  William  and  Mary  (Will) 
Worthen,  who  are  mentioned  in  the  sketch  of  Ed 
Worthen,  on  another  p.ige  of  this  work.  The  lady 
was  born  on  this  farm,  in  a  log  bouse,  April  29, 
1837.  She  began  her  education  in  the  district 
schools  and  completed  it  in  Du  Quoin  Seminary, 
after  which  she  successfully  engaged  in  teaching 
school  for  eight  j-ears,  and  was  then  married. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  began  their  domestic  life 
upon  an  unimproved  farm  in  Vergennes  Township, 
which  he  transformed  into  a  productive  and  highly 
cultivated  tract,  building  a  line  residence,  sur- 
rounded by  a  well  kept  lawn,  and  planting  fruit 
trees.  Upon  that  place  they  resided  until  1873, 
when  they  returned  to  the  old  home  to  live  with 
Mrs.  Porter's  mother,  and  afterward  bought  the 
homestead  from  the  heirs.  In  the  house,  which 
was  erected  at  a  cost  of  16,000,  they  lived  until 
1879,  when  it  was  burned  with  all  its  contents. 
They  then  removed  to  the  old    home,  which  was 
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erected  by  Mrs.  Porter's  father  in  1853.  The  farm 
now  comprises  five  hunrlred  acres  of  valuable  land, 
most  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
He  makes  a  specialt3'  of  raising  Jersej'  cattle  for 
dairy  puriwsesand  Hereford  cattle  for  the  market. 
He  also  owns  and  operates  a  steam  sawmill  at 
Grand  Tower,  and  manuf.ictures  and  saws  railroad 
timber  for  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad  Company. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Porter  have  never  had  any  chil- 
dren of  their  own,  but  the  following  named  or- 
phan children  have  found  a  home  with  them:  Lee 
Hull,  Loring,  Ida,  May,  Klmer  C.  and  Luther  Love- 
joy,  Mary  E.,  Sanford  B.,'  Fred  O.  and  Lucinda 
Porter,  and  several  others,  fifteen  in  all.  Oursub- 
ject  and  his  wife  are  faithful  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  of  .Murphysboro,  in  which  he 
serves  as  Elder,  and  arc  active  workers  in  the  Sun- 
day-school. In  1881  they  organized  a  Sunday- 
school  in  their  own  home.  It  afterwards  convened 
at  the  schoolhouse,  and  its  sessions  are  now  held 
in  the  Mound  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Porter  have  been  very  active  in  its 
growth  and  have  been  absent  onl}'  a  few  Sundays 
in  ten  j-ears.  Mr.  Porter  now  has  charge  of  the 
Bible  class,  while  his  wife  is  teacher  of  the  primary 
class.  Socially,  he  is  a  member  ■of  theOdd  ?'ellows' 
society  of  Murph3-sboro,  in  which  he  has  filled 
various  offices  and  is  now  P.ast  Grand  of  his  lodge. 
In  politics  he  takes  an  active  interest,  and  has 
frequently  been  a  delegate  to  the  conventions  of 
tlie  Republican  party.  He  is  now  serving  his 
fourth  year  as  Supervisor. 
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J'  AMES  P.  ADAMS,  one  of  the  most  prosper- 
ous farmers  of  Handolph  County,  and  a 
resident  of  township  6,  range  6,  has  spent 
his  entire  life  in  the  county  of  which  he  is 
still  a  resident.  He  was  here  born  December  12, 
1848,  and  is  a  son  of  David  and  Margaret  (Doug- 
las) Adams,  to  whom  further  reference  is  made  in 
the  biography  of  L.  L.  Adams,  presented  on  an- 
other page  of  this  volume.  James  attended  the 
Logan  school  in  township  G.  range  6,  during  the 
winter  seasons,  while  the  summers  were  devoted  to 
farm  work.     His   father  having  died  when  he  was 


a  child  of  six  years  he  was  early  obliged  to  be- 
come self-supporting,  and  thus  were  developed  in 
his  character  the  trails  of  self-reliance  and  energy. 
In  January,  1873,  Mr.  Adams  married  Miss 
Mary  J.,  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Eliza  Douglas, 
but  their  union  was  of  brief  duration,  the  young 
wife  dying  the  year  after  the  marriage.  In  1882 
Mr.  Adams  was  united  with  Miss  Lydia  Ruppert, 
the  daughter  of  Charles  and  .loan  Ruppert,  na- 
tives respectively  of  Bohemia  and  Scotland.  Five 
children  have  been  born  of  this  union,  namely: 
Katie  B.,  Lillie  A.,  Eugene  R.,  Josephine  M.  and 
James  W.,  all  of  whom  are  at  home  with  their  par- 
ents. In  religious  connections  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Adams  are  identified  with  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
in  which  he  is  Trustee.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  American  Legion  of  Honor.  In  politics  he 
adheres  to  Republican  [irinciples,  and  while  never 
an  aspirant  for  office,  h.is  served  as  Scliool  Director 
and  in  other  positions  of  trust. 


^^,  H.  RHODES,  M.  D.,  the  only  physician  of 
((  )l'  B''''<1"''"' 'inf' f*  resident  of  this  place  since 
^^f^  1873,  was  born  in  Madison  County,  but  was 
reared  and  educated  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.  His  father. 
Dr.  Arnold  H.  Rhodes,  emigrated  to  Wisconsin 
and  from  there  came  to  Jackson  County,  111.,  and 
located  in  De  Soto,  where  his  death  occurred.  In 
the  family  were  five  sons  and  three  daughters, 
and  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  two  of  the  sons  be- 
came practicing  physicians,  while  the  other  three 
were  druggists. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  conducted  his  medi- 
cal studies  under  his  father's  supervision.  He  en- 
listed in  the  Sixty -second  Illinois  Infantry  and 
served  for  three  years  as  Assistant  Surgeon  of  that 
regimen t.which.  joining  the  Kentucky  Brigade,  and 
l)eing  assigned  to  the  Western  army,  took  part  in 
all  the  campaigns  of  that  corps.  At  the  close  of 
the  war,  in  the  spring  of  lSCt'>,  the  Doctor  located 
at  Preston,  where  he  remained  until  1873,  the  date 
of  his  arrival  in  Baldwin.  In  18t)0,  in  Jackson 
County,  III.,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Rachel  Cochran,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
one  daughter,  Amanda,  now  the  wife  of  Dr.  Will- 
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iam  K.  Wright,  of  Mt.  Auburn,  111.  Mrs.  Rachel 
Rhodes  died  in  1868.  The  Doctor  afterward  mar- 
ried Miss  Sarah  A.,  daughter  of  Joseph  Beattie. 

Upon  coming  to  Baldwin  Dr.  Rhodes  erected 
his  present  drug  store,  which  he  stocked  with  a 
general  line  of  drugs,  and  has  since  conducted  a 
profitable  trade,  in  addition  to  attending  to  his 
professional  practice.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he 
is  a  busy  man.  His  practice  is  extensive,  as  large 
perhaps  as  that  of  any  physician  in  the  county. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Grand  Army  of  tiie 
Republic  and  belongs  to  the  post  at  Baldwin.  Po- 
litically he  is  a  Republican. 


HARLES  D.  BODEKER,  a  prominent  and 
influential  citizen  of  Randolph  County, 
who  is  now  suceessfull3'  engaged  in  the  op- 
eration of  his  fine  farm  on  section  33,  township 
6,  range  6,  was  born  in  Prussia  on  the  1st  of 
A]iril,  1842.  His  father,  Frederick  Bodeker,  was 
there  born  in  1803,  and  his  death  occurred  in  his 
native  land  in  1886.  Our  subject  was  the  sixth 
in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  seven  children. 
He  acquired  his  education  in  the  schools  of  his  na- 
tive country,  and  when  a  j'outh  of  fourteen  years 
came  to  America.  From  that  age  he  has  been  de- 
pendent upon  his  own  resources,  and  whatever 
success  he  has  achieved  in  life  is  due  to  his  own 
efforts.  On  reaching  tlie  New  World  he  took  up 
his  residence  in  Chester,  III.,  and  at  once  engaged 
with  Charles  Schroeder  to  learn  the  carpenter's 
trade.  This  was  in  1856.  and  he  continued  in  the 
employ  of  Mr.  Schroeder  until  the  death  of  that 
gentleman,  in  1861.  As  there  was  considerable 
unfinished  work  in  the  shop  at  that  time,  Mr. 
Bodeker  continued  as  the  manager  of  the  business 
until  the  following  August. 

Our  subject  then  entered  the  service  of  his 
country,  enlisting  as  a  member  of  Companj'  I, 
Tenth  Illinois  Infantry.  lie  was  mustered  in  at 
Cairo,  and  was  with  his  regiment  in  many  severe 
engagements,  including  the  battles  of  Farmiugton, 
New  Madrid,  Corinth,  Island  No.  10,  and  many 
others.  He  was  mustered  out  on  the  4th  of  July, 
1865,  in   Louisville,  Ky.,  after  which  he  returned 


to  Randolph  County  and  resumed  work  at  the 
carpenter's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  about 
twelve  years.  In  the  meantime  he  had  purchased 
land  and  was  carrying  on  a  farm.  About  1889  he 
altogether  abandoned  his  trade  and  now  devotes 
his  entire  time  and  attention  to  the  further  culti- 
vation and  improvement  of  his  beautiful  farm, 
which  is  justl}'  considered  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
county.  One  department  of  his  business  is  dairy 
farming,  and  it  proves  a  profitable  one. 

In  June,  1867,  Mr.  Bodeker  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Henrietta  Hackraeister,  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Mena  Hackmeister,  wlio  were 
natives  of  Germany.  By  their  marriage  were 
born  five  children,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Louie,  Mar}',  William  and  Anna  are  still  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Bodeker  and  his  family  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  are  people  of  promi- 
nence in  this  community,  where  they  are  widely 
and  favorably  known.  He  has  been  identified  with 
the  Republican  part}'  for  many  3ears,  and  at  this 
writing  is  the  nominee  of  the  party  for  the  office 
of  County  Commissioner.  He  has  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow-townsmen,  and  the  trust  reposed  in 
him  is  never  betrayed.  For  ten  years  he  has  been 
Aiipraiser  for  the'  Randolph  Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  and  is  a  member  of  Swanwick  Post  No. 
212,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Chester.  He  was  a  faithful  sol- 
dier when  the  Union  was  in  peril, and  is  alike  true 
to  his  country  in  days  of  peace.  In  the  com- 
munity where  he  lives  he  manifests  a  commenda- 
ble interest  in  everything  pertaining  to  the  gen- 
eral welfare  and  to  the  advancement  of  public 
enterprises  which  are  calculated  to  prove  benefi- 
cial. 

■    ■ g^P '    , 


«  felLLlAM  BARNARD.  It  is  impossible  in  a 
\/\J//  ^'■'^'^^  biographical  sketch  to  render  full 
^^^  justice  to  prominent  men,  and  yet  there 
are  some  who  are  so  intimately  and  clearly  identi- 
fied with  the  county's  welfare,  and  whose  names 
are  so  familiar  to  all,  that  it  is  only  right  to  dwell 
upon  what  they  have  done  and  the  influence  of 
their  career  upon  others.  To  this  class  belongs 
William  Barnard,  one  of  the  capable  business  men 
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of  Cbestcr,  who  is  carrying  on  an  extensive  business 
as  a  coal   inerdiant. 

Our  subject's  birlli  occurred  August  22,  18  17,  in 
Muskingum  County,  Ohio.  lie  is  of  English  de- 
scent, his  paternal  grandfather  having  been  born 
in  England,  whence  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  and  settled  in  West  Virginia.  In  Wheeling, 
that  state,  .John  Haniard,  our  subject's  father,  was 
born  and  thence  he  removed  westward.  He  mar- 
ried Miss  Rebecca  Kupp,  a  native  of  jNIuskingum 
County,  Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Emanuel  Hupp. 
.This  worthy  couple  are  still  living  and  at  present 
make  their  home  in  Muscatine,  Iowa.  The  father 
is  a  farmer  and  fruit-grower  bj- occupation,  and  is  a 
man  of  energetic  disposition  and  upright  character. 

William  Barnard  was  the  eldest  in  the  parental 
family  of  six  children.  He  was  a  lad  of  seven 
years  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family  to 
Iowa.  He  received  an  excellent  education,  firstat- 
tending  the  district  school,  and  later  the  high 
school  at  Muscatine.  When  reaching  his  twentieth 
year  he  left  home,  and  going  to  Hellaire,  Ohio,  com- 
menced to  work  for  his  uncle,  William  G.  Barnard, 
who  was  an  extensive  coal  merchant  in  that  city. 
He  remained  thus  engaged  for  eleven  years,  and  in 
1879  made  his  advent  into  Chester,  having  been 
sent  here  to  take  charge  of  the  business  of  his 
uncle,  with  whose  interests  he  was  identified  until 
1892.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  purchased  the 
business  in  this  place  formerly  conducted  by  his 
uncle,  and  formed  a  partnership  with  William 
Goaldy,  the  firm  being  known  as  Barnard  &  Goaldy. 
Here  Mr.  Barnard  is  doing  a  good  business  and 
conducting  himself  in  such  a  mannei  as  to  win  the 
respect  of  his  fellow-men. 

August  27,  1868,  Mr.  Barnard  married  Miss  Am- 
erett  McCloud,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four 
children,  who  bear  the  respective  names  of  Delia, 
Clarence,  Phebe  and  Clyde.  Mrs.  Amerett  Bar- 
nard dejjarted  this  life  in  .June,  1885,  and  in  1886 
our  subject  married  Mrs.  Eliza  J.  Patterson.  She 
was  born  in  Perry  County,  this  state,  and  at  the 
time  of  her  marriage  to  our  subject  was  the  widow 
of  John  Patterson.  By  this  union  Mr.  Barnard  has 
become  the  father  of  one  child,  Lillie  May.  He  is 
a  devoted  and  consistent  member  of  the  Presbyter- 
ian Church,  in   which  denomination  be  h.os  held 


the  office  of  Elder.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
being  in  full  accord  with  the  principles  of  his 
party  and  exerting  all  his  influence  for  its  suc- 
cess. In  1892,  he  was  elected  Alderman  of  the 
Second  Ward,  and  during  his  incumbency  of  the 
office  gave  entire  satisfaction  to  his  constituents. 


Gr 
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[]_  ENRY  WELGE.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
|)j!  is  a  representative  of  a  prominent  pioneer 
family  of  Randol[)li  County,  and  no  doubt 
))  inherits  his  industry  and  perseverance  from 
his  German  ancestors,  his  parents,  Ilenr}-  and  Henri- 
etta (.Jacob!)  Welge,  being  natives  of  that  country. 
The  father  came  to  America  when  a  young  man, 
and  after  locating  in  Chester,  worked  out  by  the 
day  for  awhile  and  then  rented  land,  which  he 
farmed  for  many  years.  I^atcr  he  purchased  prop- 
erty, and  was  engaged  in  its  cultivation  until 
his  decease,  in  1882.  His  good  wife  preceded  him 
to  the  better  land  by  several  years,  dying  when 
our  subject  was  a  lad  of  six  years. 

Our  subject  attended  a  Lutheran  school  until 
reaching  his  thirteenth  year,  and  after  that  passed 
the  remainder  of  his  school  days  as  a  student 
in  the  public  schools  of  his  neighborhood.  After 
reaching  his  majority  he  began  farming  on  his 
own  account,  which  has  been  his  life  work.  In 
connection  with  the  cultivation  of  his  land,  Mr. 
Welge  has  been  engaged  extensively  in  breeding 
fine  stock  on  his  farm,  located  on  section  9,  town- 
ship 7,  range  6.  His  business  success  is  that  which 
comes  from  earnest  application,  close  attention  to 
details  and  perseverance.  As  the  result  of  his 
well  directed  efforts  he  has  acquired  a  good  prop- 
erty. 

October  20,  1883,  Miss  Martlia  Knop  became  the 
wife  of  our  subject.  Mrs.  Welge  was  the  daughter 
of  George  and  .Sophia  Knop,  and  became  the 
mother  of  two  chihlreii,  of  whom  Ettie  is  the  only 
survivor.  The  wife  and  mother  departed  this  life 
Decemljer  4,  1888,  and  November  15  of  the  fol- 
lowing 3'ear  Mr.  Welge  married  Miss  Louisa, 
daughter  of  John  C.  and  Dora  Mej'er,  natives  of 
Germany,  who  are  at  the  present  time  residing  in 
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Randoli)]]  County.     B3'  llieir  union  two  children, 
Ida  and  Alma,  have  lieon  l)Oin. 

The  Lutheran  Church  finds  in  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Welge  two  of  its  most  active  and  consistent  mem- 
bers. Our  subject  is  a  man  of  liberal  views  and 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
local  improvements  or  enterprises.  He  has  been  a 
life-long  Democrat  and  an  ardent  advocate  of  re- 
form and  progress. 


-^^+-^ 


mf 


^  OHN  A.  GRAFF.  In  J.evan  Township,  Jack- 
son County,  lies  a  valuable  farm  compris- 
ing two  hundred  and  forty  acres,  the  prop- 
erty of  the  gentleman  with  whose  name  we 
introduce  this  sketch.  The  soil,  through  excellent 
methods  of  fertilization  and  proper  rotation  of 
crops,  has  been  brought  under  a  high  state  of  cul- 
tivation, and  3'ields  large  harvests  of  the  various 
cereals.  The  improvements  noticeable  here  are 
the  result  of  Mr.  Graff's  efforts.  He  has  erected 
suitable  and  substantial  buildings,  conspicuous 
among  which  is  the  cozy  and  commodious  resi- 
dence erected  in  1888. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  John 
Graff,  was  the  proprietor  of  a  tavern  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  and  was  a  man  of  some  means.  His 
third  son  was  William,  father  of  our  subject,  and  a 
native  of  Somerset  County,  born  in  1808.  He  grew 
to  manhood  in  the  home  district,  and  thence  in  1841 
removed  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Levan  Township, 
Jackson  Count}'.  The  land  which  he  purchased 
was  unimproved,  and  the  surrounding  country 
was  a  wilderness.  On  coming  here  he  was  in 
moderate  circumstances,  but  possessing  an  abun- 
dance of  energy  and  perseverance,  he  graduall}' 
gained  large  landed  estates.  In  politics  he  was 
first  a  Whig,  and  later  affiliated  with  the  Repub- 
licans, always  taking  an  active  interest  in  politi- 
cal affairs.  In  religious  belief  he  was  a  Lutheran, 
in  which  faith  he  passed  away  in  1877. 

Four  sons  and  two  daughters  were  born  to  Will- 
iam and  Rosa  Ann  (Imhoff)  Graff:  Jacob,  a  resi- 
dent of  Bradley  Township;  Henry,  whose  home  is 
in  Levan  Township;  Elvina,  who  died  at  the  age 
of   twelve  years;  John  A.,  of  this  sketch;  Mary, 


Mrs.  Smith;  and  Andrew,  of  Levan  Township. 
Our  subject  was  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa., 
January  4,  1839,  and  was  only  two  j'ears  old  when 
his  parents  came  to  Jackson  County.  His  oppor- 
tunities for  schooling  were  veiy  limited,  and  his 
education  has  been  mainly  acquired  through  his 
unaided  efforts. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  Mr.  (iraff  mar- 
ried Adaline,  daughter  of  John  Bowers,  of  Jackson 
Count}',  111.  The  following  children  were  born  of 
this  union:  Andrew  and  John,  who  live  in  Levan 
Township;  Luellen,  who  is  married;  Laura,  the 
wife  of  Thomas  Moore;  Joseph  and  Julia,  who  re- 
side at  home;  Daniel,  Robert  and  Franklin,  who 
are  conducting  their  studies  in  the  district  schools. 
The  wife  and  mother,  who  was  a  devoted  member 
of  the  Methodist  Church,  and  a  sincere  Christian, 
died  June  1,  1884,  mourned  not  alone  by  the  im- 
mediate relatives,  but  also  by  all  her  acquaint- 
ances. 

Politically,  Mr.  Graff  is  a  Republican,  but  does 
not  take  an  active  part  in  public  affairs.  He  is  in- 
terested in  educational  matters,  and  isnowserving 
his  second  term  as  School  Director.  In  religious 
belief  he  is  identified  with  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Both  as  a  farmer  and  as  a  citizen,  he  has  proved 
himself  capable,  progressive  and  honorable,  and 
he  justly  occupies  a  high  place  in  the  regard  of  his 
fellow-citizens. 


'  fVCOB  ZANG,  an  extensive  farmer  of  Ran- 
dolph County,  and  the  owner  of  valuable 
property  in  township  6,  range  7,  was  born 
in  Germany  in  1820  and  is  the  youngest 
son  of  Michael  Zang.  A  student  in  the  schools  of 
Germany  until  fifteen  3'ears  of  age.  he  gained  a 
fair  education,  and  when  discontinuing  his  studies 
engaged  in  farming.  At  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
he  sailed  for  America,  and  arriving  in  this  country 
settled  near  the  present  city  of  Scranton,  Pa.,  where 
for  one  year  he  was  employed  in  the  iron  works. 
Coming  to  Illinois  in  1849,  Mr.  Zang  settled  in 
Chester,  and  for  some  time  thereafter  worked  as  a 
laborer.  He  then  for  several  years  engaged  in 
burning  lime.     In  1861  he  purchased  the  property 
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where  he  still  lives  and   liere  he  has  bince  engaged 

in  farming.  At  tho  lime  of  its  purcliase,  the  land 
VV.1S  a  wilderness,  but  is  now  a  (inelj-  improved 
farm,  whicii  |)roves  the  energetic  disposition  and 
persevering  spirit  of  the  owner.  Wliile  still  a  resi- 
dent of  Germany,  Mr.  Zanji  was  united  in  marriage, 
in  1816,  witli  Miss  Susanna  (ialien,  and  one  child, 
Caroline,  was  born  to  them  before  emigrating  to 
the  United  States.  Slie  is  now  the  wife  of  Fred 
Andrews,  who  resides  near  Rockwood,  this  state. 
Since  coming  to  America  nine  children  were 
added  to  the  family,  of  wliom  the  eldest,  Peter, 
died  when  ten  years  old.  Those  who  are  liv- 
ing are:  Jacob,  who  married  Mary  Caudle  and 
resides  near  New  Palestine,  III.;  Kicky,  the  wife  of 
Thomas  R.  Stewart,  living  near  Chester;  Fred,  who 
married  Dora  Risner,  and  makes  his  home  near 
Palestine,  this  state;  Emma,  the  wife  of  William 
AVilliamson;  William,  who  is  unmarried  and  lives 
with  his  parents;  Rudolph,  who  mairied  Addie 
Hilderbach  and  lives  near  Palestine;  Susa  and  Mag- 
gie, who  are  at  home.  Mr.  Zang  is  a  l)eiiif)ciat  in 
national  issues,  but  is  liberal  in  local  affairs.  I  ie  and 
his  family  are  members  of  the  German  Methodist 
Church. 

_^=^#P •    . 

IIARLES  McELIIlNKY.  «  ho  is  well  known 
throughout  Randolph  County  as  one  of 
the  progressive  and  successful  agriculturists 
of  township  I,  range  .">,  resides  upon  a  farm  con- 
sisting of  three  hundred  and  si.xly  acres  located 
on  section  20.  There,  until  the  death  of  his 
brother  William,  the  two  conducted  general  farm- 
ing in  partnership,  and  through  their  untiring  in- 
dustry and  good  management  gained  prosperity. 
Referring  to  our  subject's  anceslr\ ,  we  (ind  that 
his  paternal  grandfatiier,  Joiin  McP^lliiney,  emi- 
grated from  Ireland  U)  this  country  and  settled  in 
Pennsylvania,  somewhat  later  becoming  a  soldier 
in  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  The  father,  James, 
was  l)orn  in  177.3,  near  the  Susquehannah  River 
in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of 
1812.  The  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Grace 
Camptoii,  was  born  in  Ireland,  wiience  at  tlie  age 
of  nine  months  she  was  brought  U)  America  by  her 
father,  John  Campton,  who  settled  in  the  Keystone 
33 


State.     Grandfather  Campton  served  in  the  War 

of    1812. 

The  parents  of  our  subject  were  married  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  continued  to  reside  in  Heaver 
County  until  called  from  earth,  the  father's  death 
occurring  in  1848,  and  the  mother's  in  1867.  Of 
their  family  of  eleven  children,  Charles  is  the  only 
survivor.  He  was  born  May  6,  1823,  and  was  the 
next  to  the  youngest  child  in  the  family,  his 
brother  William,  who  was  born  Mav  7,  1825,  being 
the  youngest.  These  two  lads  grew  to  manhood 
upon  the  home  farm,  sharing  the  labors  of  cultiva- 
ting the  land,  as  well  as  the  pleasures  of  boyhood. 
They  had  few  educational  advantages,  but  both 
became  well  informed  through  observation  and 
reading.  Our  subject  has  never  married,  but  after 
ills  brother's  marriage  made  his  home  with  his 
family. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  1852,  William  McEl- 
hiney  married  Miss  Minerva  Johnston.  The  par- 
ents of  Mrs.  Mcl'>lliiney,  James  and  Pha>be  (Ila^-- 
maker)  Johnston,  were  natives  respectively  of 
Ireland  and  Pennsylvania,  and  the  father,  who 
emigrated  to  America  in  1786,  settled  in  Alle- 
gheny County.  Pa.,  and  there  made  his  permanent 
home.  The  maternal  grandfather  of  Mrs.  McEl- 
hiney  was  Jacob  Ilaymnker,  who  was  captured  by 
the  Indians  in  the  early  dji3s  of  Colonial  history. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnston  were  residents  of  Allegheny 
County  until  tlieir  decease;  he  died  in  1847,  while 
she  survived  many  years,  passing  away  in  1861. 
They  had  ten  children,  of  whom  six  are  iu)w  liv- 
ing. Dorn  March  2,  1821(,  .Mis.  McElhiuey  grew 
to  womanhood  in  the  Keystone  State,  wheie  her 
birth  occurred. 

After  his  marriage,  William  McKlhiney  settled 
upon  a  farm  in  Beaver  County,  Pa.,  whence  in 
1865  he  removed  to  Illinois  and  settled  upon  the 
place  now  the  home  of  his  widow.  They  were  the 
parents  of  six  children,  of  whom  five  are  now  liv- 
ing: John  Lafayette;  Pha'be,  tlie  wife  of  .1.  R. 
Hughes,  of  California;  I-allie,  a  resident  of  Ran- 
dol|>h  County,  and  the  wife  of  Andrew  Wilson; 
Annie  M.  and  Lutie.  The  father  of  this  family 
died  January  20,  1878.  While  a  resident  of  Penn- 
sylvania he  served  as  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian 
Church.     Both    in    that    state   and   in  Illinois  he 
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served  as  School  Director.  In  politics  he  and 
Charles  were  actively  identified  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  and  the  latter  is  still  influential  in 
local  affairs. 

' ^^P • 


^^l  O.  REUBELT,  A.  M.,  Superintendent  of 
'@/u  j  the  city  scliools  of  Murphysboro,  was  born 
4;  in  Pottsville,  Pa.,  -July  15,  1849.  He  is 
the  sou  of  J.  A.  Reubelt,  A.  M.,  D.  D.,  LL. 
D.,  a  cultured  gentleman  of  broad  knowledge  and 
extended  reputation,  who  wasof  (ierman  birth  and 
parentage,  and  in  his  youth  conducted  his  literary 
studies  in  tlie  far-famed  University  of  Leipsic, 
graduating  from  that  institution  with  honors. 
Prior  to  iiis  marriage  he  emigrated  to  America,  and 
filled  chairs  in  colleges  at  Philadelphia,  New  York, 
Greensburg  (Ohio),  Trenton  (Tenn.)  and  Fayette 
(Mo.),  in  the  iatter  city  being  connected  with  An- 
drews University-. 

From  Missouri,  Professor  Reubelt  removed  to 
Greencastle,  Ind.,  where  he  .accepted  the  position  of 
Professor  of  Latin  in  De  Pauw  Uuiversit3'.  Later 
he  filled  a  similar  position  in  the  University  of 
Indiana,  at  Bloomiugton,  and  wis  activel3'  en- 
gaged in  giving  instruction  in  the  ancient  classics 
for  a  period  of  twenty-five  years.  At  the  pres- 
ent time  (1894)  he  resides  in  Carthage,  Tenn., 
and  devotes  his  attention  principally  to  literarj' 
work.  He  has  just  completed  writing  a  book  en- 
titled "English  Prepositions,"  and  is  also  the  au- 
thor of  a  work  on  natural  histoiy,  comprising  two 
volumes,  and  a  "Life  of  Christ."  As  an  author, 
he  is  entertaining  and  instructive,  sound  in  his 
logical  deductions  and  accurate  in  his  conclusions, 
and  his  contributions  to  the  literature  of  our  coun- 
try will  perpetuate  his  name  through  the  ages  to 
come.  During  the  War  of  the  Rebellion  his  sym- 
pathies were  enlisted  on  the  side  of  the  Union,  and 
for  some  time  he  served  as  Chaplain  of  a  regiment 
from  Philadelphia.  At  the  second  battle  of  Bull 
Run  he  was  wounded,  though  not  seriously. 

The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lavinia  Orwig,  was  born  in  Pottsville,  Pa., and 
died  in  Greencastle,  Ind.,  in  1865.  Her  father, 
Isaac,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  de- 
scendant of  German  ancestors  who  settled  in  the 


Keystone  State  during  an  early  period  of  its  his- 
tory, and  who  purchased  large  tracts  of  land  from 
William  Penn.  Our  subject  is  the  second  in  a  fam- 
ily of  ten  children,  of  whom  there  are  now  living 
five  sons  and  one  daughter.  The  eldest  is  a  con- 
tractor, and  the   others  are  teachers  by  profession. 

A  student  in  the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania 
prior  to  the  age  of  fourteen,  our  subject  then  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  where  soon  afterward  he  en- 
tered the  preparatory  department  of  De  Pauw 
Universit\'.  On  the  5th  of  October,  1864,  when  a 
lad  of  fifteen  years,  he  enlisted  as  a  member  of 
Company  I,  Forty-third  Indiana  Infantry,  and 
from  Indianapolis  accompanied  his  regiment  to 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  At  the  close  of  the  war, 
ill  1865,  he  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at  In- 
dianapolis, and  at  once  returned  to  De  Pauw  Uni- 
versity, where  he  continued  his  studies  until  the 
close  of  the  junior  j'ear.  In  1869  he  entered  the 
University  of  Indiana,  .at  Bloomington,  from  which 
institution  he  was  graduated  .Tune  25,  1870,  with 
the  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts.  Three  years  later 
the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  was  conferred  upon 
him. 

After  completing  his  literary  studies.  Professor 
Reubelt  filled  the  position  of  Superintendent  of 
schools  at  Vevay,  Ind.,  for  one  year,  and  has  fol- 
lowed this  profession  continuously,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  one  year,  when  he  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Brazil,  Ind.  For  three  j'ears  he 
was  Principal  of  the  Tuscola  (111.)  schools,  and 
for  one  j'car  w.as  similarly  engaged  at  Freeport, 
this  state.  In  the  fall  of  1892  he  came  to  Murphys- 
boro, where  he  has  since  been  Superintendent  of 
schools.  As  an  instructor,  he  is  thorough,  judi- 
cious and  efficient,  and  he  occupies  a  position  of 
prominence  among  the  educators  of  the  state.  He 
is  a  man  of  close  observation,  careful  reQection, 
soundness  of  judgment,  practical  views  and  a  wide 
range  of  interests.  His  faculties  are  well  balanced, 
and  he  is  perhaps  inclined  to  conservative,  rather 
than  radical  views  and  actions. 

In  Brazil,  Ind.,  December  29,  1875,  Professor 
Reubelt  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Jennie 
Warner,  who  was  born  in  Greencastle,  Ind.,  being 
the  daughter  of  Derrick  Warner,  a  retired  farmer 
and  old  settler  of  the  Hoosier  State.     They  are  the 
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parents  of  two  chiMien,  Ida  aiid  VVainer.  Socially, 
Professor  Reubelt  afliliates  witb  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity, tlie  Independent  Order  of  Odd  Fellows, 
the  Knightri  i>f  Pythias,  the  Knights  of  Honor  and 
the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic.  In  his  religious 
belief  lie  is  idenlilied  with  the  Christian  C'liiiri'li, 
and  is  now  serving  as  an  Elder  in  that  denomina- 
tion. Politically  he  is  strong  in  his  advocacy  of 
Democratic  principles,  which  he  siiiiports  with  his 
ballot  and  intluence.  For  twelve  years  he  has 
been  prominently  connected  with  institute  work  in 
Indiana  and  Illiniiis,  and  his  cfTt)rt#  have  largely 
contributed  to  the  advancement  of  educational 
interests. 


t5f^c 


URPIIYSBORO  PUBLIC  SCHOOLS.  The 
people  of  Murphysboro  are  justly  proud 
of  their  city  schools,  which  rank  among 
the  best  equipped  educational  institutions 
of  southern  lllinoisi.  A  thorough  oversight  of  the 
work  is  maintained  by  the  Board  of  Education, 
composed  of  seven  members,  all  enterprising  and 
enthusiastic  public-school  men.  They  are.  Dr.  W. 
W.  Essick,  President;  Philip  Eager,  Secretary; 
Philip  Decker,  W.  S.  Hanners,  J.  G.  Hardy,  R.  T. 
Lightfoot  and  B.  R.  Neal. 

There , are  two  buildings  utilized  for  school  pur- 
poses, one  in  the  western  and  the  other  in  the  east- 
ern part  of  the  city.  The  former  is  the  high  school 
building,  having  eleven  rooms,  heated  by  steam 
and  su]>plied  b}-  water  from  the  city  water  works. 
The  east  side  building  is  also  supplied  with  water 
from  the  water  works,  but  is  heated  by  stoves  in- 
stead of  steam.  All  the  aids  that  are  essential  to 
successful  teaching,  such  as  maps,  charts,  globes, 
dictionaries,  encyclopedias,  philosophical  and  chem- 
ical apparatus  and  libraiy,  are  ready  for  use  on 
all  proper  occasions.  , 

The  schools  have,  during  the  eight  months'  term, 
an  enrollment  of  twelve  hundred  pupils,  with  an 
average  attendance  of  ninety-six  per  cent,  and 
practically  no  tardiness  whatever.  In  addition  to 
the  children  of  Murphysboro,  the  schools  receive 
considerable  outside  patronage,  and  have  enrolled 
manj'  non-resident  pupils.  Each  year  many  stu- 
dents are  graduated  from  both  the  grammar  and 


high  schools,  and  those  completing  the  latter  course 
are  entitled  to  admission  in  the  freshman  class  of 
any  institution  in  Illinois.  Besides  the  ea^t  .-md 
west  side  school  buildings  there  is  a  building  on 
Walnut  Street  used  for  educational  purposes,  and 
a  colored  school  of  two  rooms.  These  are  also 
well  equipped  and  provided  with  a  splendid  corps 
of  teachers. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  teachers  employed  dur- 
ing 18Si3-'J4:  Superintendent,  A.  O.  Keubelt;  West 
Side  Principal  High  School,  J.  S.  Ragsdale;  Assis- 
tant Principal,  Mrs.  Lou  Lightfoot;  Grammar 
Grade,  Delia  Chase;  Sixth  Year,  Etta  Hamilton; 
Fifth  Year,  Anna  Clendenin;  Fourth  Year,  Ida 
Jennison;  Third  Year,  Adda  Bain;  Second  Year, 
Nora  Smith;  First  and  Second  Year,  Minnie  Barber; 
First  Primary,  Mattie  Stocks.  East  Side:  Principal, 
W.  J.  Thompson;  Sixth  Year,  Minnie  Eakin;  Fifth 
Year,  .Iosei)hine  lluthmachcr;  Fourth  Year,  Ida 
Gilbert;  Third  Year,  Miiy  Worthen;  Second  Year, 
Bertha  Dowd;  First  Primary,  Lizzie  Murphy;  Suji- 
pl}'  Teacher,  Mrs.  .1.  M.  Bryan.  Principal  Colored 
School,  J.  E.  Patterson;  Second  Primary,  Ella 
Cruse;  Second  Primary,  .Jennie  Roberts,  First  Pri- 
mary, JIaude  Webb;  Assistant  in  Colored  School, 
Jennie  Bates. 

i^^ELART    HECK,    proprietor    of    the    Heck 
I      iW   ^'•^'^*''  ""'^'  ^'''^  Ruina  Creamery,  is  a  native 
I       IB  of  Ciermany,  having  been   born  in  Prussia 
"  in    1843.     He  is  a  son  of  Anton  and  Cath- 

erine Heck,  both  of  whom  died  in  their  native 
land,  Germany.  In  the  family  there  were  five 
sons  and  one  daughter.  Three  sons  emigrated  to 
the  Ignited  States,  while  two  sons  and  a  daughter 
still  reside  in  the  Old  Country.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  crossed  the  ocean  in  his  twent^'-third  3ear, 
after  having  received  a  fair  education  in  the 
schools  of  Germany,  and  also  served  an  appren- 
ticeship to  the  blacksmith's  trade  there. 

Coming  to  Handolph  County,  111.,  in  1867,  Mr. 
Heck  worked  upon  his  brother's  farm  for  three 
months,  after  which  he  secured  employnient  in  a 
blacksmith  shoj)  at  Red  Bud,  remaining  thereabout 
one  year.  I^ater  he  opened  a  shop  in  Evansville, 
and  continued  in  that  business  until    1874,  when 
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he  moved  to  Ruma  and  embarked  in  the  same 
business  at  this  place.  A  few  years  afterward  he 
closed  his  blacksmith  shop  and  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business  and  in  farming.  He  was  an  exten- 
sive and  successful  agriculturist,  and  raised  from 
two  tliousand  to  twenty-five  iiundred  bushels  of 
wheat  per  annum. 

In  1893,  Mr.  Heck  rented  his  farm,  and  lias  since 
devoted  liis  attention  to  the  hotel  business.  In 
1890,  he  started  a  new  enterprise,  the  Ruma  Cream- 
er}', which  is  now  actively  superintended  by  his 
two  sons.  His  first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
General  Grant,  but  he  has  since  affiliated  with  the 
Democratic  party;  however,  he  votes  for  principle 
rather  than  party,  and  supports  the  candidate 
whom  he  deems  best  qualified  for  office.  For  six 
years  he  has  filled  the  position  of  School  Director, 
and  has  held  other  local  offices  of  trust. 

In  the  spring  of  1868,  Mr.  Heck  manied  Miss 
Mary  Heagly,  who  was  born  near  Centre ville.  111. 
They  are  the  parents  of  six  living  children,  nameh': 
Carrie,  Lulu,  John,  Max,  Katie  and  Mary.  The 
religious  home  of  the  family  is  in  the  Catholic 
Church. 


W.  ADAMS,  owner  of  the  roller  mills  of 
Taraaroa,  stands  among  the  foremost  of  the 
business  men  wlio  have  contributed  to  the 
financial  prosperity  of  this  part  of  the 
county.  With  true  public  spirit  and  characteristic 
liberality  he  has  aided  every  enterprise  that  would 
in  any  wa}-  advance  the  welfare  of  the  community. 
He  is  a  native  of  New  York,  having  been  born  in 
Cortland  Count3%  in  1830.  There  he  grew  to  man- 
hood, and  after  completing  his  schooling  he  em- 
barked in  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  occupa- 
tion he  was  engaged  prior  to  his  removal  west,  in 
1855.  In  that  year  he  located  in  Franklin  Coun- 
ty, this  state,  and  launched  out  in  the  general 
mercantile  business. 

Being  a  true  patriot,  however,  Mr.  Adams,  in 
August,  1862,  sacrificed  personal  gain  in  order  to 
defend  the  Union,  and  enlisting  in  Company  B, 
Eighty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  was  sent  to  join 
the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.     With  his  regiment 


he  participated  in  many  of  the  hard-fought  battles 
of  the  Rebellion.  While  before  Chickamauga  he 
was  captured  b}'  the  enemy,  and  for  eighteen 
months  was  confined  in  southern  prisons,  spending 
six  months  of  that  time  ia  the  famous  Libby 
Prison.  Upon  entering  the  service  he  had  been 
made  Lieutenant  of  his  company,  and  when  mus- 
tered out  at  the  close  of  the  war  he  held  the  rank 
of  Captain. 

When  returning  to  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  life, 
our  subject  came  to  Taraaroa,  in  1866,  and  em- 
barking in  the  hardware  business,  continued  thus 
engaged  until  1874,  when  he  disposed  of  his  in- 
terests in  that  line,  and  has  since  devoted  his  at- 
tention to  the  manufacture  of  flour.  His  mill  is 
supplied  with  the  most  approved  machinery,  and 
turns  out  a  fine  quality  of  flour. 

Mr.  Adams  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
w.as  Sarah  Dawsen,  are  the  parents  of  one  son, 
W.  H.,  who  is  interested  with  his  father  in  the 
milling  business.  Our  subject  is  an  active  politi- 
cian, and  during  elections  always  votes  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  prompt  and  methodical 
in  his  business  habits,  is  naturally  very  popular, 
and  has  many  friends  in  the  community  where  he 
has  resided  for  so  many  j'ears. 

The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject.  Pre- 
served Adams,  was  a  native  of  Mass.achusetts, 
which  was  also  the  birthplace  of  his  son,  the  father 
of  our  subject,  who  also  bore  the  name  of  Pre- 
served. The  latter,  upon  attaining  mature  years, 
removed  to  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  when  that 
now  wealthy  locality  contained  but  two  or  three 
houses. 


yB.  HALL,  land  agent  for  the  Illinois  Cen- 
tral Railway  Company,  has  been  a  promi- 
nent factor  in  the  upbuilding  of  southern 
Illinois,  and  is  numbered  among  the  leading  citi- 
zens of  Du  Quoin.  He  was  born  in  Posey  County, 
Ind.,  on  the  20th  of  October,  1848.  His  father, 
John  Hall,  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  emi- 
grating northward,  became  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Posey  County.  B}'  occupation  he  was  a  farmer^ 
He  twice  represented  his  district  in  the  Indiana. 


PORTUAIT  AKl)  BlOGRAPIHCAL  RECORD. 


841 


Legislature,  having  become  a  prominent  and  influ- 
ential citizen  of  the  comnmnity  in  winch  he  made 
his  home. 

The  farail}'  is  of  Welsh  origin,  and  the  grand- 
father of  our  subject,  who  was  a  native  of  Wales, 
came  to  this  country  in  early  life.  The  family'  re- 
moved to  Illinois  in  1854,  settling  in  Blairsville, 
Williamson  County,  where  the  father  of  our  sub- 
ject built  the  first  steam  flouring  mill  in  southern 
Illinois.  This  he  operated  in  connection  with 
merchandising  until  1860,  when  he  settled  upon 
his  farm  and  there  remained  until  1872.  Remov- 
ing to  Franklin  County  in  the  latter  year,  he  there 
married  Mrs.  Clarissa  Blake,  who  still  survives. 
lie  p.issed  away  in  1876.  His  first  wife,  who  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Margaret  Harris,  died  ten 
years  previous  to  his  demise. 

Mr.  Hall  of  this  sketch  was  one  of  a  family  of 
ten  children,  four  sons  and  six  daughters,  but  he 
is  now  the  onl}'  survivor.  He  was  a  lad  of  six 
summers  at  the  time  of  the  removal  of  the  family 
from  Indiana  to  Illinois.  His  early  life  was  spent 
at  Blairsville,  and  his  education  was  acquired  in 
the  Southern  Illinois  College,  of  Carbondale,  and 
in  Ewing  (111.)  College,  which  he  attended  in 
1870-71.  When  his  school  life  was  ended  he  em- 
barked in  farming  on  his  own  account,  and  fol- 
lowed that  pursuit  until  1875.  In  1879  he  came 
to  Du  Quoin,  where  he  engaged  in  the  real-estate 
business  and  also  dealt  in  machinery,  but  the  lat- 
ter pursuit  he  abandoned  in  1890,  as  his  other  en- 
terprises had  grown  to  such  proportions  thai  he 
was  compelled  to  devote  his  entire  attention  to  his 
real-estate  interests. 

Mr.  Hall  was  first  married  in  1876,  hut  his  wife 
died  a  few  months  later.  On  the  8th  of  March, 
1882,  he  wedded  Miss  Lizzie  Kmery,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  with  two  children:  Gussie, 
aged  nine,  and  Bessie,  a  maiden  of  seven  summers. 

In  1891  Mr.  Hall  was  appointed  agent  for  the 
Illinois  Central  Railroad  Land  Department,  and 
has  dime  more  to  help  build  up  this  portion  of 
southern  Illinois  than  any  other  one  man.  He 
had  but  small  means  when  he  came  to  Du  Quoin, 
but  by  strict  attention  to  business  and  well  di- 
rected efforts  he  has  acquired  a  handsome  compe- 
tence.    He  is  now  a  stockholder  and  director  in 


the  First  National  Bank,  which  he  helped  to  or- 
ganize, and  also  owns  some  live  hundred  acres  of 
valuable  land,  together  with  considerable  prop- 
erty in  Du  Quoin.  In  politics  he  is  a  Prohibitionist, 
and  has  served  for  several  terras  in  the  City  Coun- 
cil. He  is  also  a  prominent  Odd  Fellow,  and  no 
man  in  Du  C^uoin  has  more  friends  or  staixls  higher 
in  the  regard  of  his  fellow-townsmen  than  does 
W.  B.  Hall. 


?NDREW  McLaughlin.  The  agricult- 
ural districts  of  southern  Illinois  are  the 
homes  of  scores  of  worth\-  men  whose 
lives  have  been  spent  in  such  a  manner  as 
to  win  the  respect  of  those  with  whom  they  asso- 
ciate, while  their  well  directed  efforts  have  re- 
sulted in  securing  comfortable  homes  and  valuable 
possessions.  While  but  a  young  man,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch  h.is  already  proved  that  he  possesses 
an  abundance  of  energy,  perseverance  and  indus- 
trj-,  and  has  materially  aided  his  father  in  the 
management  of  the  home  farm. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  will  be  found  the  bio- 
graphical sketch  of  James  McLaughlin,  father  of 
our  subject,  and  one  of  the  prominent  residents  of 
Jackson  County,  residing  in  Levan  Township.  As 
the  name  indicates,  the  family  is  of  Scotch  origin, 
and  its  members  for  generations  have  been  dis- 
tinguished for  thrift  and  enterprise.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Vermont  in  1868,  and 
was  onl}'  two  years  of  age  when  he  was  broughl  by 
his  parents  to  Missouri.  He  grew  to  manhood  on 
his  father's  farm  near  St.  Louis,  and  after  complet- 
ing his  literary  studies  in  the  State  College  of 
Vermont  and  the  Business  College,  engaged  for 
a  time  in  teaching  school.  His  natural  vocation, 
however,  that  for  which  he  was  best  adapted  and  in 
which  he  took  the  deepest  interest,  was  that  of  ag- 
riculture, and  discontinuing  the  profession  of  a 
teacher,  he  has  since  engaged  in  farming. 

In  1890  occurred  the  marriage  of  Andrew  Mc- 
Laughlin and  Miss  Julia  Epeck.  The  latter  is  the 
daughter  of  John  Epeck,  a  well  known  pioneer  of 
Randolph  County;  she  is  a  lady  of  kind  disposi- 
tion and  noble  character  and  is   devoted  to  the 
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welfare  of  her  liusband  and  their  only  child,  Anna 
Julia,  who  was  born  iu  1892.  With  his  father 
and  family  our  subject  removed  from  Randolph 
to  Jackson  County  in  the  spring  of  1894  and  has 
since  made  his  home  in  Levan  Township.  In 
political  matters  he  favors  the  Republican  party, 
but  is  not  a  politician.  IIis  intelligence,  enterpris- 
ing nature  and  honorable  dealings  have  given  him 
an  excellent  standins;  in  business  circles. 


R.  VALENTINE  S.  BENSON,  a  promi- 
nent citizen  at  present  of  Randolph  Coun- 
ty, and  Superintendent  of  the  Illinois  Asy- 
lum for  Insane  Criminals  at  Chester,  was 
born  in  Gallatin  County,  111.,  May  22,  1834.  His 
father,  Charles  R.,  and  mother,  Mary  (Riggin)  Ben- 
son, were  natives  respectively  of  Virginia  and 
Tennessee.  His  grandparents,  Babel  and  Nellie 
(Soward)  Benson,  resided  in  Greenbrier  County 
Va.,  where  Chailes  R.,  the  Doctor's  fatlier,  was 
born  September  28,  1793.  His  mother,  Mary  (Rig- 
gin)  Benson,  was  born  in  Knox  County,  Tenn., 
June  23,  1796,  and  was  the  daugiiler  of  James 
Riggin,  a  Methodist  minister.  They  were  married 
in  Knox  Countj-,  Tenn.,  April  ;>,  1821,  and  immi- 
grated the  following  fall  to  Logan  County,  Kj'., 
where  they  resided  until  1828.  They  then  came  to 
Sangamon  County  (then  St.  Clair),  111.,  and  in 
1830  removed  to  Gallatin  County,  this  slate,  where 
he  entered  a  fine  body  of  land  from  the  Govern- 
ment. He  improved  a  valuable  farm  and  resided 
there  until  his  death,  October  16,  1847,  while  on  a 
visit  in  Missouri.  The  mother  died  December  26, 
1838.  The  father  served  in  tlie  War  of  1812,  and 
was  in  several  hard-fought  battles,  that  of  the  Horse 
Shoe  Bend  being  one  of  them.  The  Doctor  is 
the  youngest  of  five  brothers  yet  living,  and  with 
the  exception  of  one,  who  makes  his  home  in  Ore- 
gon, all  are  residents  of  Illinois.  Eleven  j'ears  ago 
they  met  together  in  a  family  reunion. 

We  now  take  up  the  personal  history  of  Dr. 
Benson,  who  attended  the  common  schools  of  Gal- 
latin Count}'  in  his  childhood  and  earl_y  youth, 
and  worked  upon  the  home  farm  until  fourteen 
years  of  age.     When   sixteen  years  of  age  he  en- 


tered a  school  in  Jacksonville,  111.,  there  pursuing 
his  studies  for  four  months.  On  the  expiration  of 
that  period  he  farmed  one  year  in  Gallatin  Coun- 
t3'  on  his  own  account,  and  then  began  merchan- 
dising in  Raleigh,  Saline  County,  where  he  contin- 
ued two  years. 

Wishing  to  make  the  practice  of  medicine  his 
life  work,  our  subject  then  entered  upon  its  study 
under  Dr.  V.  Rathbone,  of  Raleigh,  who  is  now 
living  in  Harrisburg,  111.  With  that  gentleman 
he  read  for  two  years  and  attended  a  course  of 
lectures  in  the  St.  Louis  Medical  College.  In  the 
following  year,  1856,  he  located  iu  Hamilton 
County,  111.,  but  after  a  year  removed  to  Benton, 
Franklin  Counts,  where  he  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  his  chosen  profession  for  six  years.  In 
1869-70  he  attended  the  Kentucky  School  of 
Medicine  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  and  was  graduated 
from  that  institution.  At  that  time  he  was  a  res- 
ident of  McLeansboro,  Hamilton  County,  111., 
where  he  had  re-located  in  1863,  and  where  he 
continued  the  practice  of  medicine  until  1880.  He 
then  retired  from  an  active  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion, but  still  continued  a  select  practice  and  his 
residence  in  McLeansboro,  where  he  followed  the 
drug  business,  farming  and  stock-raising  until 
1885. 

In  1855  Dr.  Benson  married  Mary  E.,  daughter 
of  Dr.  L.  Rathbone,  of  McLeansboro.  Of  this  mar- 
riage were  born  a  son  and  daughter.  The  former. 
Dr.  John  G.  Benson,  is  a  prominent  physician  and 
druggist  of  McLeansboro.  The  daughter  is  the 
accomplished  wife  of  Hon.  James  R.  Campbell, 
who  is  a  member  of  the  Illinois  Senate.  In  Feb- 
ruary, 1864,  Mrs.  Benson  died.  The  Doctor  was 
married  in  Janunry,  1867,  to  his  present  wife, 
Judith  A.  Parrish,  nee  Wilbanks.  The  lady  is  a 
member  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

In  1885  Dr.  Benson  received  an  appointment  as 
agency  physician  to  the  Sioux  Indians  at  Ft.  Peck, 
Camp  Poplar  River,  Mont.  He  served  in  this  po- 
sition one  3'ear  and  then  returned  to  his  home  in 
McLeansboro,  where  he  engaged  in  the  drug  busi- 
ness in  connection  with  farming  and  special  prac- 
tice in  his  profession  until  February  1,  1893.  In 
his  political  views  the  Doctor  is  a  Democrat  and 
represented  Hamilton  and  Wayne  Counties  in  the 
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State  Legislature  in  1865-66.  In  1876  he  was 
elected  in  the  Nineteenth  Congressional  District  a 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Kqiialization.  whicli 
oflice  he  iicld  for  four  3'e.irs,  and  was  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  on  Personal  Property.  In  1881  he 
was  appointed  on  the  United  States  Board  of  Pen- 
sion Kxaminers.  This  was  under  President  Ar- 
thur's administration,  anil  hi'  licId  the  office  until 
1885,  when  he  resigned  to  accept  the  Indian 
Agency'.  In  January,  1893,  be  was  appointed 
Superintendent  of  the  Crimin.il  Insane  Asylum  of 
Chester,  wliich  position  he  still  holds.  His  able 
management  of  the  institution  has  won  him  high 
commendation.  His  entire  official  career  has  been 
an  honorable  one  and  has  brought  him  into  just 
prominence  throughout  the  state,  while  his  fldelity 
to  duty  has  won  him  high  regard. 
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'r=^R.\NK  IIAMJI,  one  of  Randolph  County's 
fp^g)  well  known  citizens,  and  a  farmer  of  town- 
/ii  sliip  7,  range  7,  was  born  in  Hanover,  Ger- 
many, in  February,  1826.  He  is  a  son  of  Kasper 
and  Mary  (Topp)  Ilamra.  who  resided  in  the  Old 
Country'  until  the  death  of  Kasper,  after  which  the 
widowed  mother  witli  our  subject  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  18.')1.  The  latter  attended  the  schools  of 
Germany  until  fourteen  and  one-half  j-ears  of  age, 
when  his  studies  were  discontinued.  He  embarked 
in  farming,  and  followed  that  occupation  in  the 
land  of  his  birth  prior  to  his  emigration  to  the 
L^nited  States. 

Upon  coming  to  this  country,  Mr.  Ilamin  at 
once  settled  near  Chester,  111.,  where  he  still  makes 
his  home.  During  the  period  of  thirty-nine  years 
that  have  passed  since  settling  here,  he  has  im- 
proved the  property  until  it  is  now  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  the  township.  Being  a  man  of  en- 
ergetic disposition,  shrewdness  and  keen  discrim- 
ination, he  has  made  a  success  of  his  chosen  call- 
ing, and  is  deservedl\'  numbered  among  the  repre- 
sentative agriculturists  of  this  section. 

In  1863  occurred  the  marriage  of  Mr.  Hamm  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Oausman,  whose  parents  were  Prus- 
sians by  birth.  Eleven  children  were  born  of  this 
marriage,  of  whom  the  following  are  still   living: 


John,  who  married  Lizzie  Breel;  David,  who  is 
engaged  in  business  in  Chester;  Henry,  Mary, 
Frank,  William,  Rudolph  and  Lizzie,  all  of  whom 
remain  with  their  parents.  The  religious  home  of 
the  family  is  in  the  Catholic  Church.  In  politics, 
Mr.  Hamni  always  votes  the  Democratic  ticket, 
but  h.as  never  been  solicitous  for  public  oflices,  pre- 
ferring to  give  his  undivided  attention  to  the 
work  of  conductinij  his  farm. 


y WILLIAM  SCHWARTZ,  one  of  the  earliest 
pioneers  of  Illinois,  was  born  in  Jackson 
\^^'^  County  in  ]H'2G.  Long  before  this  period 
his  parents  and  grandparents,  vvho  came  from 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky,  settled  on  tlie  un- 
broken prairies  with  no  other  capital  than  perse- 
verance, rugged  honest}'  and  untiring  industry. 
To  them  the  subject  of  this  sketch  owes  much  of 
his  prosperity.  <^uite  early  in  life  he  impressed 
his  individuality'  upon  the  pcoi)le  as  a  shrewd 
public  man  of  affairs,  as  well  as  a  farmer  of  un- 
usual force  and  intelligence.  As  a  member  of  the 
Lower  Legislature  he  was  respected  for  his  opin- 
ions and  advanced  views  upon  questions  affecting 
the  people  of  his  district.  So  great  was  the  confi- 
dence reposed  in  him  by  those  who  knew  him  as  a 
neighbor  and  friend,  that  man}'  local  oflices  were 
filled  by  him,  and  in  these  he  served  with  the 
same  fidelity  that  marked  his  course  in  every  pur- 
suit of  life.  In  politics  he  was  a  Republican.  In 
the  faith  of  the  Christian  Church, of  which  he  was 
long  a  member,  he  passed  away  .September  22, 
1871. 

The  lad}'  who  in  1851  became  tlie  wife  of  Mr. 
Schwartz  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Sarah  Kimmel, 
and  was  a  daughter  of  Henry  Kimmel,  who  was 
numbered  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Jackson 
County,  having  come  here  from  Pennsylvania. 
Eight  children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Schwartz, 
of  whom  three  are  living,  George  S.,  W.  A.  and 
Ellen.  W.  A.  is  a  well  known  attorney  residing 
in  Carbondale;  Ellen  married  J.  D.  Hays,  a  promi- 
nent citizen  of  Elkvillc;  and  George  S.,  who  was 
born  in  18()4,  resides  on  the  old  homestead  situated 
on  section  20,  Elk  Township.     His  education    was 
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received  in  tlie  State  Normal  University,  and  he 
is  an  intelligent,  well  informed  man.  In  1884  he 
married  Miss  Laura,  daughter  of  Capt.  Simeon 
Walker,  of  Carbondale,  and  they  are  the  parents 
of  two  children:  George  S.,  , Jr.,  who  was  born  in 
1886;  and  Irene,  whose  birth  occurred  in  1893. 


EV.    CHARLES    KLOCKE,    rector    of    the 
f     Sacred  Heart  of   Jesus  Catholic  Church  at 


DuQuoin,  was  born  in  the  parish  of  Ma- 
5^' rieninunster,  diocese  of  Paderboru,  West- 
phalia, Germany,  April  15,  18-11.  His  father, 
John  Klocke,  was  one  of  the  very  wealthy  farmers 
of  that  locality,  and  his  house  was  one  of  the  fin- 
est in  all  Westphalia.  Sturdy  oaks  spread  their 
branches  over  the  beautiful  residence,  and  the 
scenery  was  of  that  grandeur  tliat  must  be  seen  to 
be  appreciated.  The  owner  of  this  tine  estate  was 
no  ordinary  man,  but  a  iiigii-niinded,  cultured, 
liberal-hearted  gentleman.  His  generosity  to  the 
poor  and  oppressed  gave  him  the  name  of  "the 
father  of  the  poor,"  by  which  he  was  known  far 
and  near.  In  fact,  his  large  foitune  and  the 
profits  of  his  estate  were  devoted  to  the  needs  of 
the  destitute.  No  worthy  iiand  was  ever  stretched 
out  to  him  that  was  taken  away  empty. 

The  demise  of  this  philanthropist,  which  oc- 
curred at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years,  was  tlie  first 
death  in  a  large  family  for  forty-two  years,  and 
when  he  passed  away  he  was  mourned  by  none 
more  than  by  the  poor  whom  he  had  befriended. 
The  mother  of  our  subject,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Catherine  Bupe,  was  a  kind,  good  woman; 
she  died  some  ten  years  after  the  death  of  her 
husband.  Father  Klocke  was  the  seventh  son 
and  the  j'oungest  child  of  ten  children,  and  is  tlie 
only  one  of  the  number  who  left  Germany.  The 
others,  remaining  in  their  native  land,  were  prin- 
cijially  farmers,  and  were  very  successful. 

Father  Klocke  spent  his  boyhood  days  on  his 
fatlier's  estate,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts 
wealth  can  bring.  While  attending  the  parochial 
schools,  and  while  meditating   under   the  shadows 


of  the  wide-spreading  oaks,  endeavoring  to  de- 
cide in  his  own  mind  what  he  would  choose  for 
his  life  work,  he  doubtless  thought  of  the  many 
advantages  he  would  have  if  he  adopted  business 
pursuits  or  one  of  the  professions.  Therefore  it 
may  seem  strange  that  of  all  the  occupations  pre- 
senting themselves  to  his  attention  he  should  se- 
lect the  priesthood,  with  its  attending  hardships 
and  cares.  But  even  in  boyhood  the  predomi- 
nant question  with  him  was,  "What  can  I  do  for 
the  greatest  good  of  my  fellow-men?"  His  de- 
cision was  that  his  life  work  should  be  in  the 
church. 

Attending  the  parochial  schools  until  the-age 
of  fourteen  years,  Father  Klocke  then  studied 
with  the  parish  priest,  and  when  seventeen  years 
of  age  he  entered  the  gymnasium  of  Paderborn, 
one  of  the  most  noted  institutions  of  learning  in 
that  section  of  the  countr}',  and  situated  about 
thirty  miles  from  his  home.  He  passed  a  most 
thorough  examination  for  the  fifth  class,  which 
was  far  in  advance  of  his  age,  but  the  authorities, 
deciding  that  it  would  be  a  bad  precedent  to  ad- 
vance him  even  though  he  was  qualified,  put  him 
back  in  the  fourth  class.  After  four  months  he 
found  that  he  could  not  advance  rapidly  enough 
to  suit  himself,  and  acting  upon  the  advice  of 
some  of  the  old  professors,  he  decided  to  present 
himself  at  the  gymnasium  at  Beelan  for  examina- 
tion ill  the  sixth  class,  which  was  still  further  in 
advance  of  his  age.  First,  however,  he  spent  one 
month  in  the  fifth  class  and  passed  to  the  sixth. 

Some  jealous}'  existed  among  the  other  stu- 
dents, as  well  as  among  a  number  of  the  professors 
in  the  gymnasium  at  Paderborn,  on  account  of  our 
subject  having  left  the  latter  place.  It  was  also 
against  the  rules  of  the  different  schools  that  a 
student  should  be  admitted  to  one  from  another. 
But  a  more  serious  trouble  was  to  confront  him, 
for  charges  were  preferred  against  him  for  leaving 
the  other  institution  without  paying  his  tuition. 
If  this  were  proved  true  he  would  be  expelled  and 
could  never  become  a  priest.  He  was  summoned 
before  the  faculty  and  confronted  with  the  charges. 
Though  he  protested  his  innocence,  his  word  would 
not  be  taken  as  against  the  professors  of  the  leading 
educational  institution  in  the  land.     He  was  told 
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that  be  must  prove  beyond  a  question  of  doubt 
that  he  had  paid  it.  He  remembered  havinjj  taken 
a  receipt  for  tiie  amount  when  paid,  but  had  he 
itept  it?  This  was  iiis  only  hope,  and  lie  stated  it 
to  the  faculty.  They  told  him  to  produce  the  re- 
ceipt and  that  (juickiy,  or  lie  would  be  discharged 
in  disgrace.  Hastening  to  his  room,  to  his  great 
joy  he  found  the  receipt  and  in  triumph  returned 
and  presented  it.  This  was  conclusive  and  re- 
vealed the  fact  of  a  plot  against  him. 

In  that  institution  Father  Klocke  continued  his 
studies    until    1864.      At    that   time    the    present 
Bishop  of  Belleville,  John  Janssen,  then  secretary 
to  the  Kt.-Rev.  Bishop  Junken,  of  Alton,  was  in 
Europe  for  the  purix)se  of  getting  missionaries  to 
come  over  to  the   American    frontiers.     Deciding 
that  he  could  do  more  good  in   this  country.  Fa- 
ther Klocke,  with  eight  others,  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic, after  which  he  spent  one  year  in  the  study  of 
theology   and   philology  at  St.  Joseph's,  of  Teu- 
topolis.  III.,  and  in   September  of    18(35   entered  a 
seminary  iu    Montreal,  Canada,  where  after   three 
full  years  of  study  his  education  was  completed. 
In  1868   Father  Klocke  was  ordained  as  a  priest 
and   sliortl}'  afterward  celebrated  his  first  mass  in 
the  Church  of  the  Holy  Redeemer  on  Third  Street 
in    New   York   City,  after  which    he  was  with   the 
Rt.-Rev.  Bishop  Junken,  at  Alton,  until  Sei)teniber 
26  of  the  same  year.     He  was  then  sent  to  Uu 
Quoin    to  take   charge  of  the  little  church  at  this 
pl.ace  and  the  missions  in  this  section,  including  all 
of  the  territory  on  the  Illinois  Central   Railroad 
from   Cairo  to   Eflinghaiii.     Though  the  Held  was 
large,  there  were  within   its  liinit<  at  that  lime  but 
sevent^'-eight  families.     The  church  at  I)ii  Quoin 
was  a  poor  affair  and   did    not  even   have  a  roof 
over  it.     Southern  Illinois  was  not  well  settled  or 
developed  in  those  early  days  and  Father  Klocke 
endured   many  hardships  in  making  the  rounds  of 
the  various  missions.     Often   he  was  called  to  the 
bedside  of  the  sick  in   the   middle  of  the   night, 
frequently  traveling  for  miles  in  a  lumber  wagon 
in  the  midst  of  a  drcnciiing  rain. 

During  the  quarter  of  a  century  that  Father 
Klocke  has  been  in  the  licld,  the  work  has  grown, 
so  that  the  territory  once  under  his  sole  supervi- 
sion now  has  twelve  priests  and  thousands  of  fam- 


ilies. Much  of  this  is  due  to  his  indefatigable 
energy  and  per.'ieverance.  The  church  at  I)u  Quoin 
was  twice  destroyed  by  storms.  The  foundation 
for  the  present  fine  structure  was  laid  July  1, 
1889,  by  the  Rt.-Rev.  Bishop  Janssen.  of  Belle- 
ville, in  the  presence  of  more  than  twenty  priests. 
The  new  edifice  was  built  at  a  cost  of  *24,000  and 
is  called  the  "Gem  of  Southern  Illinois,"  being 
one  of  the  finest  structures  in  this  part  of  the  state. 
The  school  and  other  property  cost  $12,000.  The 
church  was  dedicated  November  5,  1890.  The 
school  was  finished  iu  October,  1892,  and  dedi- 
cated December  5  of  that  year. 

The  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  Father  Klocke's 
ministerial  life  was  celebrated  June  21,  1893,  not 
only  by  Catholics,  but  also  by  Protestants  as  well. 
The  people  upon  that  occasion  deemed  it  a  pleas- 
ure and  a  privilege  to  do  honor  to  the  man  who 
in  his  plain,  unassuming  way  has  done  so  much 
good  in  their  midst.  It  is  the  wish  of  all  that  the 
Father  may  live  to  celebrate  with  his  people  his 
golden  jubilee. 
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'|Tr^)ENJAMIN  F.  WILL.  To  this  gentleman 
|iy^,  belonged  the  distinction  of  being  one  of 
|/^jl  the  pioneers  of  Jackson  County,  where  for 
^i-h^'  many  years  he  cultivated  a  fine  farm  on 
section  26,  Somerset  Township.  This  place  con- 
tinued to  be  his  home  until  he  was  called  from 
earth,  December  12,  189.'?.  So  successful  was  he 
in  ills  undertakings  that  he  became  the  owner  of 
three  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  valuable  land, 
and  also  gave  to  his  children  four  hundred  and 
twenty  acres.  The  farm  is  surrounded  and  divided 
into  fields  by  good  fencing,  while  granaries,  barns 
and  other  requisites  of  a  modern  estate  are  to  be 
found  conveniently  located. 

In  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born  July  19,  1821,  being  the  son  of 
Peter  and  Mary  (Gebhart)  Will,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. He  was  of  German  descent,  liis  paternal 
great-grandfather  having  been  a  native  of  that 
country.     In  1836,  accompan}'ing  his  parents,  he 
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came  west  to  Illinois,  and  for  a  few  months  so- 
journed in  Sangamon  County,  near  the  present 
site  of  Springfield.  The  removal  from  their  east- 
ern home  was  made  with  a  two-horse  carriage 
and  a  wagon  drawn  by  four  horses,  and  not  onl3' 
were  all  the  household  effects  thus  convej'ed,  but 
also  the  father,  mother  and  nine  children.  Thej' 
were  some  four  weeks  en  route  to  the  new  home, 
and  meantime  camped  at  night  wherever  the 
darkness  overtook  them. 

In  the  fall  of  1836  the  family'  came  to  Jackson 
County  and  settled  in  Somerset  Township,  where 
the  parents  resided  until  their  death.  Of  their 
children  four  survive,  viz.:  John,  who  lives  in 
Ava,  III.;  Daniel,  whose  home  is  in  Campbell  Hill, 
III.;  Mrs.  Margaret  Wheeler,  a  widow,  living  in 
Somerset  Township;  and  George  G.,  who  also  re- 
sides in  Somerset  Township.  Our  subject  was 
reared  to  manhood  principall}-  in  Jackson  County, 
where  from  youth  he  was  familiar  with  the  scenes 
of  pioneer  life.  His  first  home  after  coming  to 
Somerset  Township  was  a  log  cabin,  which,  with 
its  puncheon  floor  and  clapboard  roof,  presented 
a  typical  picture  of  frontier  existence. 

All  the  hardships  incident  to  life  in  a  new  and 
undeveloped  country  Mr.  Will  exijerienced  in  his 
youth,  and  much  of  his  time  was  devoted  to  clear- 
ing land,  of  which  he  improved  about  three  hun- 
dred acres.  However,  he  did  not  devote  his  at- 
tention exclusively  to  farming,  but  in  addition 
thereto  he  and  a  brother,  Alexander  ( now  deceased), 
operated  a  sawmill  for  twenty  years,  meeting  with 
considerable  success  in  that  undertaking.  He 
was  a  man  of  extended  information  upon  topics 
of  general  and  local  interest,  but  his  knowledge 
was  gained  b}'  self-culture,  his  educational  advan- 
tages having  been  the  most  limited.  In  childhood 
he  was  a  pupil  in  the  neighboring  schoolhouse, 
which  was  built  of  logs  and  furnished  with  slab 
seats  resting  on  wooden  pins. 

August  26,  1847,  Mr.  Will  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Susan  A.,  daughter  of  Henrj- 
Whipkey,  one  of  tlie  pioneers  of  Jackson  Count}-, 
having  settled  here  some  time  during  the  '40s. 
Mrs.  Will  was  born  in  Somerset  Count}',  Pa.,  and 
by  her  union  with  our  subject  became  the  mother 
of  the  following  named  children:     Rollin  D.,  who 


lives  in  Ava  Township,  Jackson  County;  Freeman, 
also  a  resident  of  this  county;  Corda,  wife  of  H. 
Gill,  living  in  Somerset  Township;  George,  also 
of  this  township;  Irvin,  who  lives  in  Murphj'sboro, 
III.;  Ollie,  wife  of  Frank  Freedline,  of  De  Soto 
Township;  Emma,  who  married  Philip  Fager,  and 
lives  in  Murphysboro,  III.;  Jane,  who  is  the  wife  of 
J.  Childers,  of  Jackson  County;  Nora,  the  wife  of 
Joseph  Schrader,  of  Murphj-sboro;  Birdie,  now 
Mrs.  James  Red,  of  De  Soto  Township;  Julia,  living 
with  her  mother;  and  Catherine,  deceased. 

In  his  political  sentiments  Mr.  Will  was  a  Re- 
publican, and  voted  at  the  first  election  ever  held 
in  Somerset  Township.  While  he  was  frequently 
solicited  to  accept  offices  of  trust,  he  invariably 
refused,  preferring  the  quietude  of  home  life  to  the 
excitement  of  public  affairs.  In  his  religious  be- 
lief he  was  a  Lutheran,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  was  serving  as  Trustee  of  the  church  prop- 
erty. His  father,  in  company  with  Philip  Kimmel 
and  a  few  other  pioneers,  built  the  first  church 
edifice  of  that  denomination  in  the  county. 
Throughout  his  entire  life  it  was  his  aim  to  pro- 
mote the  well-being  of  his  fellow-citizens  and  aid 
in  the  development  of  the  county's  resources,  and 
his  labors  in  behalf  of  his  community  entitle  him 
to  prominent  rank  among  its  honored  pioneers. 


0~  M.  THORNTON,  M.  D.,  of  Osage  City, 
,  Franklin  County,  ranks  high  in  the  raedi- 
,  cal  profession,  and  has  an  extensive  prac- 
tice in  Franklin,  Perry,  Randolph  and  Jackson 
Counties.  He  was  born  in  Greene  County,  Ala., 
in  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Luke  and  Nanc}'  Thorn- 
ton, who  were  cotton  planters  in  comfortable  cir- 
cumstances. The  Doctor  is  the  eldest  of  six  chil- 
dren, the  others  being  Webster,  Hezekiah,  James 
A.,  Samuel  and  Mary.  When  a  mere  lad,  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  to  Mississippi,  and  in  his 
youth  attended  Baldwin's  Academy  in  that  state, 
also  an  academy  in  Alabama. 

At  the  age  of  twenty  our  subject  settled  in  De 
Soto,  Jackson  Count}-,  111.,  and  began  the  stud}' of 
medicine  in  Murphysboro.  He  was  unusually  dili- 
gent in  his  studies,  and  derived  much  benefit  from 
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attending  the  lectiu-e  courses  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and 
Louisville,  Ky.  In  1876  lie  was  graduated  from 
the  Louisville  Medical  College,  and  at  once  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profession.  About  the 
same  time  he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss 
Addie,  daughter  of  .lames  Osborn,  one  of  .lackson 
County's  earliest  settlers  and  most  respected  citi- 
zens. The  Osborn  family  is  of  Virginian  descent. 
The  Doctor  and  his  wife  are  tlie  parents  of  six 
children,  of  whom  live  are  living,  namel}':  Nina, 
Edna,  Nellie,  Blanche  and  Golda.  Zona  died  in 
infanc}'. 


-^ .SZ^ + 


OIIN  HEINBOKEL.  A  compendium  of 
biographies  of  reprcsontntive  citizens  of 
Jackson  Coi\nty  would  be  incomplete  did 
'  it  fail  to  contain  that  of  Mr.  Heinbokel. 
As  a  loyal  and  gallant  soldier  during  the  dark 
days  of  the  Civil  War,  as  a  reliable  and  progress- 
ive citizen,  and  as  an  energetic  agriculturist,  he 
claims  the  respect  of  his  fellow-men.  The  valu- 
able farm  which  he  owns  and  operates  is  located 
on  section  4,  Degognia  Township,  and  from  its 
fertile  soil  he  annually  reaps  bountiful  harvests 
of  grain. 

Born  in  the  province  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
October  8,  I8.'i4,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
orphaned  by  the  death  of  his  mother,  Elizabeth, 
when  he  was  about  nine  days  old.  Leaving  the 
child  with  his  grandfather  Kricg,  the  father,  .lohn 
Heinbokel,  crossed  over  to  England  soon  after  the 
death  of  his  wife,  and  there  he  secured  a  position 
as  foreman  in  a  sugar  house.  There  he  also  mar- 
ried again,  becoming  the  father  of  two  daughters 
by  Ills  second  union.  John  never  saw  his  father 
nor  his  mother,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  not 
lieard  of  the  former,  whom  he  supposes  to  be  dead. 

Until  his  fifteenth  year  our  subject  remained  in 
the  Old  Country,  and  attended  the  parochial  school 
until  his  conlirmatiou  on  Easter  Sunday  of  the 
year  1849.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  j'ear  he  was 
sent  to  his  uncle,  Peter  Krieg,  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
who  was  employed  in  a  sugar  refinery.  There  the 
lad  expected  to  make  his  home,  but  the  death  of 
his  uncle  that   winter    threw    him   r)n  his  own   re- 


sources— an  orphan,  friendless  and  almost  penni- 
less. Soon,  however,  he  secured  a  position  in  a 
brickyard,  where  he  gave  such  good  satisfaction 
that  he  was  retained  in  tliat  occupation  for  ten  or 
eleven  years. 

May  19,  1859,  Mr.  Heinliokel  married  Mary, 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Mary  Strackeljahn,  all  of 
whom  were  natives  of  Prussia.  Mrs.  Heinbokel 
was  born  February  28,  1840,  and  was  orphaned  by 
her  mother's  death  when  she  was  a  child  of  seven; 
her  father  died  when  she  was  seventeen.  She  was 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth  in  the  famil}',  which 
consisted  of  four  sons  and  one  daughter.  By  her 
marriage  she  has  become  the  mother  of  thirteen 
children,  eleven  of  whom  survive:  Caroline  II., 
wife  of  II.  II.  Bunselmeyer,  whose  sketch  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  volume;  Henry  A.;  Herman  F. 
and  Annie  M.  (twins),  the  latter  being  the  wife 
of  William  Luchow,  a  farmer  living  near  Name- 
oki,  111.;  Minnie  D.,  who  married  Otto  Komanii, 
a  farmer  living  near  "Wagner's  I^anding;  John 
A.,  Mary  S.,  Kate  E.,  Emma  M.,  Elizabeth  A.  and 
William  H.  J. 

In  the  spring  of  18()1,  when  the  war  broke  out, 
Mr.  Heinbokel  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Fifth  Regi- 
ment Home  Guards  of  St.  Louis,  and  served  for 
three  months,  during  which  time  thej-  operated 
along  the  Missouri  River.  They  reached  Boone- 
ville  the  day  Lyons  evacuated    the    place.     Leav- 

1  ing  two  companies  to  hold  the  town,  the  remainder 
of  the  regiment  moved  on  to  Lexington,  where 
they  staid  for  six  weeks.  On  the  expiration  of 
their  term  of  service,  the  troops  returned  to  St. 
Louis  and  were  discharged.  On  the  return  trip, 
the  steamer  "White  Cloud"  was  attacked  by  guer- 
rillas at  Glasgow  City.     At  almost  the  first  volley 

t  Mr.  Heinbokel  was  wounded  in  the  leg  and  car- 
ried into  the   cabin.     Three    times    that    day   the 

i   same  band  made  an  attack  on    the   boat    from  be- 

i  hind  trees  on  the  bluffs,  riding  across  the  bends  of 
the  river  and  secreting  themselves  before  the  boat 

j   could  pass. 

After  some  six  weeks'  loss  of  time  on  account 
of  his  wound,  Mr.  Heinbokel  crossed  over  into 
Illinois  and  worked  in  the  potato  harvest  for  his 
brother-in-law,  Ilenr^',  who  was  farming  near 
Nameoki.     During  the  winter  he  was  employed  in 
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a  slaughter  house  in  St.  Louis,  and  in  the  spring 
of  the  following  3'ear  rented  land  near  Nameoki, 
this  state,  and  began  the  life  of  a  farmer,  in  which 
occupation  he  is  still  engaged.  Renting  land  near 
his  own  holding,  he  carries  on  an  extensive  farm. 
Wheat,  corn  and  potatoes  are  his  staple  crops.  Of 
his  original  purchase  of  one  hundred  and  forty- 
five  acres,  over  eiglity-tive  have  gone  into  tiie 
river. 

In  religious  connections,  Mr.  Heinbokel  and  his 
entire  family  are  members  of  the  Kvangelical 
Lutheran  Church.  In  politics  he  is  a  Reiiublican, 
and  these  hard  times  serve  to  strengthen  his  party 
faith.  When  in  Madison  County  he  served  for 
eight  years  as  School  Director,  and  in  his  present 
home  he  has  served  in  the  same  capacity  for  a 
number  of  years.  When  we  consider  tiie  fact  that 
he  was  reared  an  orphan  and  was  early  obliged  to 
make  his  own  way  in  the  world;  when  we  con- 
sider also  that  he  came  to  this  country  without 
means,  a  mere  lad,  we  cannot  fail  to  believe  that 
he  deserves  great  credit  for  gaining  his  well 
merited  success. 


^\ 


mA 


m\\ 


;OBERT  EMERY,  an  extensive  land  owner 
of  Randolph  County,  owns  and  operates  a 
^\  finely  improved  farm  situated  on  section 
^^(^30,  township  7,  range  5.  He  was  born  in 
Staffordshire,  England,  August  19,  1830,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Mary  A.  (Such)  Emery,  na- 
tives of  the  same  shire  as  that  in  which  his  birth 
occurred.  In  1849  the  i)arents,  accompanied  by 
their  seven  children,  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  and  in  September  of  that  year  settled  in 
township  7,  range  5,  Randolph  County,  where  for 
a  number  of  years  he  operated  as  a  renter.  In 
1853  the  fatiier  purchased  the  farm  where  our  sub- 
ject now  lives. 

Upon  the  farm  which  they  improved  and  trans- 
formed into  one  of  tlie  best  in  the  locality,  the 
parents  continued  to  reside  until  their  death.s. 
Their  children  were  William,  John,  Robert,  Steph- 
en, Mary  Ann,  Henry  C.  and  Alfred.  Of  these, 
four  are  living,  namely:  William,  of  Concordia, 
Kan.,  who  during  the  late  war  enlisted  as  a   mem- 


ber of  Company  E,  Thirtieth  Illinois  Infantry; 
our  subject;  Stephen,  of  Albina,  Oregon,  and 
Henry,  who  resided  in  Oklahoma  for  some  time, 
and  now  lives  in  California. 

For  a  short  time  after  coming  to  this  county, 
Robert  remained  with  his  parents.  He  then  went 
to  Chester,  where  lie  entered  the  employ  of  M.  S. 
McCormack  to  learn  the  blacksmith's  trade.  A 
year  later  Mr.  McCormack  sold  the  shop  to  John 
Kennedy,  with  whom  our  subject  remained  for  six 
months.  Going  from  there  to  Opossum  Prairie, 
he  finished  his  apprenticeship  with  D.  Cunning- 
ham. After  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  for  a 
short  time  he  opened  a  blacksmith  shop  in  town- 
ship 7,  range  6,  where  he  remained  for  three  years. 
Meantime  he  established  a  home  of  his  own.  In 
September  of  the  year  1854  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Mary  M.  Conder,  who  was  born  in 
Owen  County,  lud.,  November  15,  1831,  and  came 
to  this  county  in  the  fall  of  1850,  in  company  with 
her  i)arents,  Martin  and  Catharine  (Fiscus)  Conder, 
who  were  natives  respectively  of  Kentucky  and 
North  Carolina.  Mrs.  Emery  was  one  of  nine 
children,  whose  names  are,  John,  Mary  M.,  Fred- 
erick, Solomon,  Levi,  Elizabeth,  Adam,  Eliza  J. 
and  Elias.  The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Emery  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  five  of  whom 
are  living,  viz.:  R.  N.,  Clara  A.,  Walter,  Ilattie  M. 
and  John.  With  one  exception,  the  children  are 
all  married  and  have  families. 

In  1856  Mr.  Emery  moved  to  Rockwood,  and 
thence  in  the  year  1871  lie  came  to  his  present 
farm  in  township  7,  range  5,  where  he  has  since 
continued  to  live,  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
spent  in  Rockwood.  Buying  the  home  farm  in  the 
year  named,  he  has  since  greatly  improved  the 
place,  and  now  has  one  of  the  comfortable  homes 
of  the  county.  He  has  deeded  to  his  son  twenty- 
five  acres  of  his  farm  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-one 
acres.  Here  he  and  his  wife  hope  to  pass  their  de- 
clining years,  surrounded  by  the  comforts  which 
they  have  earned  by  persistent  labor  and  good 
management.  They  and  their  children  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church,  and  attend  services 
in  the  chapel  on  the  home  farm.  Mr.  Emery  is  a 
generous  contributor  to  religious  enterprises,  and 
donated   the  ground  on  which  the  church  stands. 
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Politically  he  was  a  Democrat  prior  to  1860,  but 
siDce  that  time  has  bpcn  a  supporter  of  Uepiiblican 
principles.  He  and  his  family  are  numbered  among 
the  best  people  of  the  county,  where  tlicy  have  so 
long  made  their  iiome,  and  they  have  gained  a 
warm    place  in  the   hearts  of   their  fellow-citizens. 


(^ 
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«,.,  NDUKW  HKIMAN.     The  farmers  of  Jack- 
LJi    son  County  are  as  a  class  men  of  business 


li  integrity,  industrious  liabils  and  excellent 
moral  character,  and  even  a  brief  outline 
of  their  lives  is  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  all 
who  api)rcciate  true  worth.  One  who  has  been 
identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of  Levan 
Township  for  many  years,  and  who  is  known  as 
one  of  the  most  energetic  farmers  of  the  commu- 
nity, is  Andrew  Reiman,  the  owner  of  a  finelj-  im- 
proved estate. 

The  sul>ject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Somerset 
County,  Pa.,  November  22,  1815,  and  is  a  son  of 
Charles  and  Catlierine  (Ma_v)  Reiman.  Upon  the 
home  farm  he  spent  his  boyhood  years,  and  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years  commenced  to  learn  the 
trade  of  a  carpenter,  at  which  he  was  employed 
for  the  ensuing  thirteen  years.  When  twenty-two 
yeai'S  of  age,  in  1837,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Miss  Margaret  Zeigler,  an  orphan,  who  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania.  Though  without  means, 
the  j'oung  couple  commenced  housekeeping,  and 
although  f)bliged  to  use  the  strictest  economy  in 
their  expenditures,  were  nevertheless  contented, 
and  gradually  accumulated  a  competence. 

For  several  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Reiman 
followed  tlie  carpenter's  trade,  and  with  his.  sav- 
ings, amounting  to  about  ^800.  purchased  the  old 
Reiman  homestead.  After  two  years  he  disposed  of 
the  prui)erty  and  came  west,  sojourning  for  a  short 
lime  in  various  places,  and  finally  landing  in 
Murphysboro  with  four  children  and  a  capital  of 
fifty  cents,  which  with  his  accustomed  generosity 
he  loaned  to  a  stranger.  He  obtained  employment 
at  log  chopping  and  boarded  among  the  neighbor- 
ing families,  of  whom  there  were  ver\'  few.  Some 
of  the  first  structures  in  Murphysboro  were  built 


by  him,  and  he  did  considerable  pioneer  work  in 

this  section  of  the  state. 

Abandoning  the  trade  of  a  carpenter  in  186 1, 
Mr.  Reiman  has  since  engaged  in  farming,  .and 
such  has  been  his  success  that  lie  was  at  one  time 
the  owner  of  two  thousand  acres.  As  each  of  his 
eight  sons  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one,  he  was 
given  two  hundred  and  sixty  acres  with  which  to 
commence  agricultural  pursuits,  and  as  payment 
for  his  services  during  boyhood.  His  children  are 
named,  John,  William,  Catherine,  Mary,  .Joseph, 
George,  Harriet,  Thomas,  Charles,  Edwin,  Andrew 
and  Ellen.  Catherine  and  Charles  are  deceased; 
the  others  are  prosperous  and  useful  citizens, 
prominent  in  their  several  communities,  and  widely 
known  as  energetic  farmere.  After  a  happy  mar- 
ried life  extending  over  a  period  of  fifty-two  years 
and  eighteen  days,  Mr.  Reiman  w.as  bereaved  by 
the  death  of  his  faithful  wife,  September  20,  1889. 

While  not  an  active  partisan,  our  subject  al- 
waj-s  casts  his  ballot  for  the  principles  of  Democ- 
racy, and  has  been  the  incumbent  of  various  town- 
ship offices.  His  life  has  been  one  of  industry, 
and  in  former  ^-ears  it  was  his  frequent  habit  to 
toil  all  day  at  carpentering,  then  returning  home 
at  dark,  spend  the  evening  in  making  furniture  or 
constructing  various  useful  articles  for  the  house. 
He  sold  his  Murphysboro  property  in  1862,  and 
afterward  made  a  number  of  purch.ases,  until  he 
was  one  of  the  most  extensive  land  owners  in  the 
county.  In  all  his  enterprises,  he  has  been  guided 
by  judgment  and  excellent  executive  ability,  and 
what  he  has  and  what  he  is  to-day  are  attributable 
to  the  possession  of  the  qualities  of  honestj-,  perse- 
verance and  energ}-. 


">->*^Jn 


f^7  M.  WARD,  M.  D.  The  calling  of  a  physi- 
cian is  not  only  one  of  the  most  arduous, 
but  one  of  the  most  responsible  pursuits  in 
which  man  can  eng.age.  and  he  who  attains  a  high 
reputation  in  this  profe.'ision  must  necessarily  be 
endowed  with  physical  endurance,  keen  intelli- 
gence and  excellent  judgment.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  is  one  whose  extensive  practice  and 
high    standing    in    professional  circles  prove  con- 
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clusivelj'  his  mental  and  physical  endowments  and 
his  painstaking  efforts  to  continually  add  to  his 
knowledge  and  skill. 

Dr.  Ward  is  a  native  of  this  state,  having  been 
born  in  Jefferson  CoHnt3%  in  which  place  his  par- 
ents located  in  an  early  day.  The  father  bore  the 
name  of  Daniel  Ward  and  was  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia. He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  entering  the  Union  army,  in  1863,  was 
conducting  a  valuable  estate.  His  decease  occurred 
while  on  the  march  between  Duval's  Bluff  and 
Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  in  1864.  He  was  the  father  of 
nine  children,  all  of  whom  grew  to  manhood  and 
womanhood. 

The  father  of  Mrs.  Ward,  Isaiah  Youngblood, 
came  to  Illinois  from  Alabama  in  an  early  day. 
The  paternal  grandfather  of  our  subject,  Lloyd 
Ward,  hailed  from  Ireland,  and  after  coming  to 
the  United  States  was  married  and  here  spent  the 
rest  of  his  life. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  mature  years 
on  his  father's  farm  in  .Tefferson  County  and  pros- 
ecuted his  early  studies  in  the  common  schools 
near  his  home.  Later  he  attended  the  Southern 
Illinois  Normal  at  Carbondale,  and  when  a  young 
man  of  nineteen  engaged  in  teaching  school,  and 
in  this  way  earned  the  money  which  enabled  him 
to  carry  out  his  long  clierished  plan  of  becoming  a 
physician.  AVhen  circumstances  permitted  him  to 
prosecute  his  medical  studies,  young  Ward  entered 
the  Missouri  Medical  College  at  St.  Louis,  from 
which  institution  he  was  graduated  in  March,  1879. 
Immediately  on  receiving  his  diploma  Dr.  Ward 
came  to  Tamaroa,  and  since  that  time  he  has  been 
engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Frank- 
lin, Washington,  Jefferson  and  Perry  Counties. 

The  year  prior  to  his  graduation  Dr.  Ward  was 
married  to  Miss  Addie,  daughter  of  Thomas  A. 
Lovelady,  a  native  of  Tennessee.  Mrs.  Ward  at 
the  time  of  her  marriage  was  residing  in  this 
county,  and  by  her  union  with  our  subject  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  four  children.  Parley  G.,  Ma- 
rian Katie,  Velma,  who  is  deceased,  and  Leland. 

As  has  already  been  stated,  the  Doctor  has  built 
up  an  extensive  practice  in  this  and  surrounding 
counties,  and  as  a  private  citizen  is  highly  es- 
teemed for  his  public  spirit  and  interest  in  all  that 


is  beneficial  to  the  members  of  the  community  and 
the  county  at  large.  While  attending  medical 
lectures  he  sat  side  by  side  with  Dr.  Cronin,of  Chi- 
cago fame. 

Dr.  Ward,  of  this  sketch,  was  Pension  Examiner 
of  Perry  Count}'  under  President  Harrison,  and  as 
might  be  expected  is  a  stanch  Republican.  With 
his  wife  he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Presb}'- 
terian  Church,  and  socially  is  prominently  con- 
nected with  the  Masonic  fraternity. 


^11  UGUST    W.    F.    WILDK,    teacher    of    St. 
mO!     Paul's  Parochial  School  of  Wine  Hill,  is  a 

//'  1!  native  of  Freistadt,  Wis.,  to  which  place 
^  his  parents  had  emigrated  in  1839  or  1840 

from  the  province  of  Pommen,  Prussia.  He  was 
the  second  in  order  of  birth  of  tiie  family  of  ten 
children,  eight  of  whom  survive.  Until  fourteen 
years  of  age  he  attended  the  parochial  school  at 
Freistadt,  which  was  under  the  supervision  of 
three  different  teachers.  When  nineteen  he  en- 
tered the  business  college  at  Milwaukee,  where  he 
remained  about  five  months,  and  in  JLareh  of  1866 
entered  the  Church  College,  at  Addison,  Du  Page 
County,  III.,  graduating  from  that  institution  in 
1867. 

In  July  of  that  year  Mr.  Wilde  began  his  career 
as  a  teacher,  in  which  profession  he  has  continued 
ever  since.  Accepting  a  position  at  Warsaw,  111., 
he  remained  in  that  city  until  1879,  when  he  was 
called  to  his  present  position.  His  long  service  in 
each  place  speaks  well  for  his  attainments  and  ex- 
ecutive ability.  As  an  instructor  he  is  conscien- 
tious, painstaking  and  thorough,  and  succeeds  not 
onl}'  in  advancing  the  bright  pupils  rapidly  in 
their  studies,  but  also  in  creating  in  tlie  minds  of 
the  thouglitless  and  the  dull  a  desue  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  knowledge. 

July  26,  1868,  Mr.  AVilde  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Therese  A.,  daughter  of  Fred  and 
Ernestine  (Schenzel)  Schlenter,  natives  of  Schwcs- 
sow,  Prussia.  The  father  died  when  Therese  was 
but  three  months  old,  and  the  mother  passed  away 
five  years  later.  Thus  early  orphaned,  she  was 
reared  in   the    home  of  her  mother's  sisters.     To 
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Mr.  Wilde  and  his  wife  were  born  six  children, 
five  of  wliom  survive.  Their  names  are,  Edward 
G.  C,  (Jcorge  H.,  Albert  G.,  Emil  H.  W.  and  Chris- 
tina. One  child  died  in  early  infancy,  before  re- 
ceiving Iwptism  and  a  name. 

Mr.  Wilde  and  liis  entire  family  are  members  of  St. 
Paul's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Cimrcii  at  Wine  Hill, 
in  which  tiiey  labor  earnestly  for  the  advancement 
of  the  church  and  the  moral  and  intellectual  wcl- 
.  fare  of  the  entire  community.  They  are  loved  and 
respected  by  their  neighbors  for  their  kindly  traits 
and  pleasing,  hospitable  manner.  During  war 
times  Mr.  Wilde  was  a  member  of  the  Republican 
party,  but  at  present  affiliates  with  those  of  Demo- 
cratic faith. 


ITDGE  G.  W.  A^•DREWS,  United  States 
Inspector  of  Government  Land  Ollices, and 
a  highly  repected  citizen  of  Murphysboro, 
was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  February  22, 
1842.  His  gr.andfather,  Hugh  Andrews,  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania  and  was  a  land  speculator.  In 
1810  he  went  to  Ohio  with  his  family  and  became 
the  owner  of  several  thousand  acres  of  land.  He 
served  in  the  War  of  1812  as  Lieutenant.  Sam- 
uel A.  Andrews,  the  father  of  our  subject,  was 
born  in  Dauphin  C'ount3-,  Pa.,  in  1801,  and  was 
reared  and  educated  in  a  log  schoolhouse.  He 
owned  a  farm  of  three  hundred  and  forty  acres 
in  Montgomery  Count}',  Ohio,  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  community,  which  he  operated  until  his 
death,  in  1889.  In  |)olitics  he  was  a  Democrat, 
and  from  eighteen  years  of  age  until  his  death  he 
was  an  Elder  in  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
famil}'  is  of  Scotch-Irish  descent.  Mrs.  Andrews, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Margaret  Hamsey,  w.is  a 
native  of  the  Keystone  State.  She  died  October 
19,  18G9,  at  the  age  of  sixty-nine.  In  the  family 
were  eleven  children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
ture years. 

Our  subject  is  the  fourth  son.  He  was  reared 
on  a  farm  and  educated  in  the  common  and  high 
schools  and  Fairfield  Academy  and  Ilayesville 
(Ohio)  College.    He  taught  school  for  one  year,  and 


in  1862  entered  the  University  of  Michigan.  The 
following  year  he  entered  the  law  department  of 
that  school,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in 
March,  1865,  with  the  degree  of  LL  B.  In  April 
of  the  same  year,  he  came  west  to  Jonesboro,  and 
in  May  came  to  Murphysboro,  opening  a  law  of- 
fice in  connection  with  U.  E.  Robinson,  but  after 
a  year  the  partnership  was  dissolved.  In  1877 
he  was  elected  on  the  Democratic  ticket  as  County 
Judge,  which  position  he  filled  for  five  years.  In 
.1882  he  retired  and  resumed  private  practice.  In 
1886  he  was  appointed  Postmaster  of  this  place, 
but  in  May,  1889,  resigned  on  account  of  the 
change  in  the  administration.  He  then  once  more 
took  up  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  Maj', 
1893,  he  received  the  appointment  of  Inspector 
of  Land  Offices  of  the  United  States.  In  May  he 
reported  for  duty  in  Washington,  and  in  June 
was  sent  to  Oklahoma,  and  thence  to  the  north- 
western states.  He  is  one  of  three  who  have  the 
general  supervision  of  these  offices. 

Judge  Andrews  was  irarried  at  Ann  Arbor, 
Mich.,  December  19,  1867,  to  Miss  Jennie  Slocum, 
who  was  born  in  Norwich,  N.  Y.  She  is  a  daugh- 
ter of  Smith  E.  Slocum,  who  was  a  member  of 
the  Sixty-second  New  York  Regiment,  and  died 
of  wounds  received  in  the  late  Civil  AVar.  Five 
children  were  born  to  them:  Samuel  A.,  of  Green- 
ville, Miss.,  an  employe  of  the  Jlississippi  Valley 
Railroad  Compan_v;  Ella  J.,  Myra  M.,  AVilliam  H. 
and  Eugene  S. 

The  Judge  is  a  man  of  excellent  business  and 
executive  ability,  and  has  been  connected  with  a 
number  of  the  leading  interests  of  this  place.  For 
a  number  of  years  he  was  engaged  in  real-estate 
dealing  and  built  his  residence  and  double  store, 
a  three-story  brick  building.  He  has  been  con- 
nected with  the  railroad  interests  of  this  commu- 
nity and  owns  an  interest  in  the  Murphysboro 
Street  Railway,  lie  h.as  also  a  highly  improved 
farm  of  two  hundred  and  thirty  acres.  Although 
his  life  has  been  a  busy  and  useful  one,  he  has 
found  time  to  serve  in  positions  of  public  trust 
and  has  ever  been  found  true  and  faithful.  From 
1867  until  1877  he  was  Master  in  Chancery,  for 
two  years  was  Citj'  Attorney,  was  Alderman  for 
two  terms,  and  served  as  Mayor  from    1882  until 
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1884.  For  ten  consecutive  years  he  was  Chair- 
man of  the  Democratic  County  Central  Commit- 
tee and  was  delegate  to  the  National  Convention 
in  Chicago  in  1892.  Socially,  he  is  a  Knight 
Templar  Mason,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Odd  Fel- 
lows' society'.  Mrs.  Andrews  holds  membership 
with  the  Presbj'terian  Church. 


^^^EORGE  ANOIIOUSE,  a  farmer  residing  on 
(Ij  _-,  section  28,  Degognia  Township,  Jackson 
^^Jj  County,  where  he  owns  and  operates  one 
liundred  and  sixty  acres  of  fine  bottom  land,  was 
born  in  Cincinnati  about  the  year  1841  or  1842. 
His  mother  dying  at  his  birth,  and  his  father  when 
lie  was  only  four  years  old,  the  record  of  his  birth 
is  forever  lost.  To  have  some  day  b}'  which  to 
count  his  j-ears,  he  has  chosen  November  22  as 
the  anniversary  of  his  birth.  This  is  one  of  the 
few  instances  known  in  which  a  man  has  chosen 
liis  own  birthday. 

After  the  death  of  his  parents,  our  subject  was 
taken  into  a  family  to  be  reared,  but  being  ill- 
treated,  an  uncle,  Henry  Plump,  took  compassion 
on  the  child  and  took  him  into  his  own  family-. 
About  the  time  George  was  four  years  old,  the 
family'  removed  to  Indiana  and  settled  near  Evans- 
ville,  where  the  uncle  died  four  years  later.  The 
orphaned  lad  continued  to  reside  with  the  family 
until  his  nineteenth  year,  when  he  started  out  in 
life  for  himself.  His  schooling  was  very  limited, 
and  the  information  he  has  gained  upon  topics  of 
current  or  historical  importance  has  been  acquired 
through  self-culture. 

The  first  work  to  occupy  the  mind  and  energy 
of  Mr.  Anghouse  was  in  a  brick  yard  in  Evans- 
ville,  where  he  was  employed  during  the  season 
of  1860.  Spending  the  following  winter  at  home, 
the  spring  found  him  at  work  on  a  farm  opposite 
Henderson,  Ky.,  where  he  remained  until  the  late 
autumn.  The  next  year  he  was  .again  emploj'cd 
in  the  brick  yard  in  which  he  had  previously 
been  at  work,  and  was  advanced  to  a  better  posi- 
tion than  he  had  previously  held.  The  following 
four  years  were  spent  in  working  on  the  farm 
upon  which  he  had   been  formerlj'  employed,  fol- 


lowed by  a  winter  season  in  a  sawmill.  The  next 
year  he  took  charge  of  the  engine  of  the  sawmill, 
in  which  occupation  he  continued  for  the  four 
ensuing  years.  In  the  meantime  he  moved  to 
Jackson  County,  III.,  and  has  at  various  times 
since  been  similarly  employed. 

February  14,  1871,  Mr.  Anghouse  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Sarah,  daughter  of  David 
and  Parmelia  (Tindal)  Rigs,  natives  respectively 
of  Tennessee  and  Chester,  111.  Mrs.  Anghouse 
was  born  in  Chester  November  .5,  1854,  and  was 
the  fourth  in  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to 
her  parents.  There  were  also  two  children  born 
to  her  father  of  a  former  marriage.  Air.  and  Mrs. 
Anghouse  have  had  eleven  children,  four  of  wliom 
survive:  Am}'  E.,  Fred,  Mary  and  August.  Of 
those  deceased,  one  died  unnamed  in  infanc3\  The 
others  were  Annabelle,  Barbara,  George  E.,  John 
H.,  Parmelia  M.  and  Emma. 

For  a  number  of  years  Mr.  Anghouse  engaged 
in  farming  on  rented  land,  but  in  1889  he  pur- 
chased his  present  holding  and  began  to  improve 
it  and  make  a  home  for  his  declining  years.  His 
residence  is  a  comfortable  two-story  frame  house, 
and  the  necessary  barns  and  outbuildings  on  his 
place  are  conveniently  arranged,  making  in  all  a 
fine  homestead.  In  religious  belief  Air.  Anghouse  is 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  his  nearest'place 
of  worship  being  Fountain  Bluff.  It  was  by  a 
minister  of  this  church  that  those  of  his  children 
that  have  received  the  ordinance  were  baptized. 
In  politics  he  is  a  Republican  and  gives  that  party 
his  earnest  support. 


-^]. 


^H^[ 


EV.   CHARLES  FREDERICK  LIEBE,    the 

minister  in  charge  of  St.  PauTs  Evangeli- 
cal Lutheran  Church  at  Wine  Hill,  is  a  na- 
^■■^tive  of  Loessnitz,  kingdom  of  Saxony,  Ger- 
many, where  he  was  born  September  30,  1842.  He 
is  the  third  in  the  family  of  four  children  born  to 
Charles  F.  and  Emily  (Herman)  Llebe,  natives  of 
Saxony.  His  paternal  grandfather  also  bore  the 
name  of  Charles  F.,  making  three  generations  of 
the  same  name. 

Between  the  years  of  six  and  fourteen  the  sub- 
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ject  of  this  sketch  attended  the  parochial  schools 
of  his  iKitivf  citj',  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen  became 
a  inipil  in  Uie  technical  school  at  Loessnitz,  re- 
niamintj  four  ^eai's  in  tliat  institution.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  became  a  student  of 
the  seminary  at  Steden,  province  of  Nassau,  where 
he  continued  for  one  \car.  At  the  expiration  of 
tiiat  time  he  came  to  America  and  entered  tlie 
Lutheran  Concordia  Seminary,  on  Jefferson  Street, 
St.  Louis,  wliere  he  completed  his  studies.  lu 
August,  I8G0,  he  entered  upon  iiis  ministerial  ca- 
reer as  auiissionary  preaclier,  lahorino;  in  Missouri, 
Kansas  and  Nebraska,  nil  of  wiiicli  country  was 
at  tiiat  time  very  new  and  undeveloped.  Many  a 
trip  of  tliirty  or  forty  miles  was  accomplished 
without  seeiny  a  iiouse. 

November  27,  1867,  Rev.  Mr.  Liebe  reached  tiie 
city  of  New  Orleans,  where  lie  received  his  lirst 
charge,  being  sent  to  the  congregation  of  St.  John  ".s 
Church,  on  Prieur  Street,  to  which  he  ministered 
until  .Inly  4,  I!S7;i.  Aftei- visiting  a  few  months 
with  relatives  of  his  wife  in  Benton  County,  Mo., 
he  was  assigned  to  St.  Paul's  Chuicli  of  Wine  Hill, 
III.,  arriving  here  November  7.  and  being  duly  in- 
stalled two  days  later.  In  this  parish  he  has  con- 
tinued to  the  present  time. 

The  lady  who  JIarcli  »,  18G8,  became  the  wife 
of  Kev.  Mr.  Liebe,  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Mary 
Wege,  and  was  born  near  Lake  freek,  Benton 
County,  Mo.,  January  ."io,  1847,  being  the  second 
in  order  of  birth  in  a  family  of  six  children,  live  of 
whom  survive.  Her  father,  Morilz  Wege,  was  a 
native  of  Lauban,  rpper  Lausitz,  (ierinany.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Liebe  were  the  parents  of  eleven  children, 
of  whom  Mary,  Celestina  and  Paul  are  deceased. 
The  eight  who  survive  are:  Emily  A.  M..  Frieda 
A.M..  Erederick  C.  T.,  Martin  H.  \V..  Adolph  W. 
A.,  Agnes  D.  A.  S.,  Selma  E.  C.  C.  an<I  I'aula  M. 

In  political  matters  Mr.  Liebe  usually  votes  the 
Democratic  ticket,  although  he  is  not  so  partisan 
as  to  vote  it  straight,  but  gives  his  support  to  the 
most  worthy  man,  irrespective  of  party  ties.  In 
everything  that  pertains  to  the  spiritual  welfare  of 
his  dock  he  is  deeply  interested.  His  long  pastor- 
ate, covering  a  period  of  more  than  twenty  years, 
bespeaks  the  esteem  in  which  he  is  held  by  his 
parishioners  at  Wine  Hill.  The  home,  presided 
34 


over  by  Mrs.  l.iehe,  is  a  quiet  retreat  for  her  hus- 
band in  his  studious  moods  and  a  hospitable  place 
for  their  visiting  friends,  of  whom  there  are  as 
many  as  know  ihe  p.astor  and  his  woithy  wife. 
That  he  may  long  remain  with  them  is  the  earnest 
wish  of  the  enlightened  congregation  of  St.  Paul's 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church. 


PXIX  HU(ilIES.  A  prominent  place  among 
the  agriculturists  of  Randolph  County  is 
the  just  meed  of  the  efforts  of  our  sub- 
ject, w^ho  is  located  on  section  17,  township  6, 
range  7.  His  farm,  which  consists  of  seventy-five 
acres,  is  a  higliU'  proiluctive  tiact,  the  fertility  of 
which  has  been  keyjt  above  par  by  a  wise  rotation 
of  crops  and  the  use  of  the  best  fertilizing  agents. 
A  first-class  set  of  buildings  has  been  erected 
ujion  it,  and  the  other  improvements  made  stamp 
it  as  the  home  of  one  who  believes  in  progress  and 
enterprise.  Mr.  Hughes  lives  surrounded  with  all 
the  comforts  of  life,  and  may  well  be  gratified  with 
his  financial  standing. 

Our  subject  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Mary  (.Mc- 
Donough)  Hughes,  the  former  a  native  of  this  coun- 
ty, where  he  was  reared  and  Jived  until  his  death, 
October  5,  1871,  wlien  Randolph  County  lost  one 
of  its  prominent  and  esteemed  citizens.  Hisgood 
wife  died  in  Decemlier,    1891. 

Felix  Hughes  was  the  third  child  in  the  parental 
familj'.and  was  born  near  EllisGrove,  thiscounty, 
June  8.  184.5.  His  studies  were  pursued  in  the 
district  school  of  his  native  township,  and  in  com- 
mon with  the  sons  of  other  farmers,  he  early  learn- 
ed the  details  of  an  agricultural  career.  He  re- 
sided under  the  parental  roof  until  Ins  marriage, 
when  he  began  clearing  the  farm  on  which  he  yet 
resides.  The  place  was  covered  with  a  heavy 
growth  of  limt)er,  and  not  a  tree  h.ad  been  felled. 
Ho  at  once  set  about  its  improvement  industrious- 
ly, and  by  his  sagacity  and  perseverance  has  made 
of  It  what  It  is  to-day.  a  beautiful  and  attractive 
estate. 

.Septeml)er  lH,  |,s(38.  .Miss  Cylvira  .Miller,  a 
daughter  of  David  and  .Minerva  ((iant)  Miller,  be- 
came the  wife  of  our  subject.     She  is  a  native  of 
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Randolph  County,  as  were  also  her  parents.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hughes  are  devout  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  aud  in  that  denomination  the  former 
was  Clerk  for  twenty-tliree  years.  Socially,  he  is 
a  member  of  Kaskaskia  Lodge  No.  86,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  and  was  Senior  Deacon  for  a  period  of  six 
years.  He  has  served  as  Captain  of  the  Second 
Yail  of  Reynolds  Chapter  at  Chester  for  two  years. 
Politically,  the  Republican  party  always  has  his 
support,  but  he  has  never  been  an  aspirant  for 
otlicial  duties,  preferring  the  quietude  of  domestic 
life. 

^J  

^  OHN  ROMANN,  a  farmer  residing  on  sec- 
tion 4,  Degognia  Township,  .lackson  Coun- 
.  ,,  ty,  where  he  operates  a  farm  of  some  eiglity- 
•^^  Ave  acres  of  rich  alluvial  land,  was  born  in 
the  village  of  Dachslehren,  Canton  Zurich,  Switz- 
erland, April  7,  18.32.  He  is  a  son  of  Rudolph 
and  Elizabeth  Romaiin,  also  natives  of  Switzer- 
land, who  died  in  the  land  of  their  birth  in  1861 
and  1870  respective!}-.  His  preliminary  education 
was  secured  in  his  native  village  and  was  later 
supplemented  by  a  higher  course  in  the  polytech- 
nical  school  of  Zurich. 

When  a  youth  of  seventeen  our  subject  was  ap- 
prenticed to  a  cabinet-maker,  serving  tliree  years, 
for  which  his  father  had  to  pay.  At  the  close  of 
his  apprenticeship  he  continued  to  work  for  his 
preceptor  and  another  manufacturer  as  a  journey- 
man for  a  period  of  three  years,  at  the  expiration 
of  which  time  he  emigrated  to  America.  In  the 
spring  of  1853  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Selina,  daughter  of  Hartman  and  Annie  (Ilil- 
debrand)  Keller,  who  was  born   -January  7,  1833. 

In  the  fall  of  the  following  year  after  his  mar- 
riage, Mr.  Romann,  together  with  his  young  wife 
and  their  tirst-born  son, left  Switzerland, embarked 
at  Havre  for  New  York  and  after  a  voyage  of  thirty- 
two  days,  landed  in  the  New  World.  After  a  few 
days'  rest  in  New  York  they  |)roceeded  to  Cincin- 
nati, remained  there  about  a  fortnight  and  then 
went  to  Louisville,  where  he  secured  a  position  and 
worked  at  his  trade.  In  that  city  he  remained  until 
the  "know-nothing"  riots  in  the  summer  of  J855. 


Thence  he  went  to  Cannelton,  Perry  County,  Ind., 
and  found  a  situation  in  a  cotton  factory,  remain- 
ing there  until  the  spring  of  1857.  He  then  again 
crossed  into  Kentucky,  to  Ilawesville,  opposite 
Cannelton,  and  found  work  in  a  coal  mine,  remain- 
ing, however,  but  a  few  months. 

That  being  the  year  of  the  panic,  times  were 
verj'  hard,  work  scarce  and  money  scarcer.  Going 
to  St.  Louis,  Mr.  Romann  found  employment  on 
steamboats;  also  worked  in  a  sugar  refinery  and  in 
a  pork  house.  Going  up  the  river  on  a  steamboat 
he  found  work  in  the  harvest  fields  in  Iowa  and 
Illinois,  around  Rock  Island.  Upon  his  return  to 
St.  Louis  he  found  work  still  very  scarce  and 
crossed  the  river  into  Illinois,  where,  near  Name- 
oki,  he  secured  employment  in  the  potato  har- 
vests of  Samuel  Squires.  Securing  work  among  the 
farmers,  our  subject  removed  his  family  hither, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1864  began  farming  for  him- 
self, working  on  shares.  In  1864  he  purchased  a 
team  and  commenced  agricultural  pursuits  on  his 
own  account. 

Renting  land,  Mr.  Romann  continued  farming 
in  Madison  County  until  November  of  1888,  when 
he  purchased  his  present  estate  in  Jackson  County 
and  removed  his  family-  to  their  new  home.  Of  the 
original  purchase  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five 
acres,  about  forty  iiave  been  washed  awa^'  by  the 
encroachment  of  the  Mississippi.  On  the  farm 
have  been  erected  a  fine  two-story  residence,  two 
commodious  barns  and  other  buildings.  From  the 
rich  loamy  soil  IMr.  Romann  reaps  bountiful  har- 
vests. Corn,  ha}',  melons  and  potatoes  are  the 
principal  crops,  and  in  addition  he  raises  live 
stock. 

Unto  the  union  of  Air.  and  Mrs.  Romann  have 
been  born  eigiit  children,  six  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, the  latter  deceased.  The  sons  are,  Walter 
(who  was  born  in  Switzerland),  John,  Otto,  Ar- 
nold, Edwin  and  Louis.  The}'  are  members  of  the 
Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  but  as  no  congrega- 
tion IS  near  tliem  their  affiliation  is  not  so  close  as 
it  has  been  heretofore.  During  their  residence  in 
Madison  Count}-  the  family  had  an  exciting  ex- 
perience in  a  cyclone,  March  8,  1871.  Their 
house  was  demolished,  their  furniture  and  clothing 
blown  away  and   Mr.  Romann  seriously  injured, 
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so  much  so  that  he  was  laid  up  some  six  weeks. 
Every  year  since  solemn  services  have  l)eeii  held 
in  the  ehureli  there  on  the  anniversary  of  liie 
calamity.  Three  succes.slve  years,  commencing 
with  1881,  their  crops  were  ruined  hy  floods,  and 
since  coming  to  Jackson  County  they  have  twice 
suffered  the  same  calamity,  in  1892  and  18!);3.  The 
house  in  wliich  the  family  first  lived  liad  to  be 
moved  away  owing  to  the  encroachment  of  the 
river,  forcing  the  building  of  their  [iresent  resi- 
dence in  the  spring  of  1893. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  Mr.  Romann  has  had 
many  hardships  to  encounter  and  obstacles  to 
overcome.  The  path  to  success  has  not  been  an 
easy  one  to  travel,  and  had  it  not  been  for  his  in- 
domitable ])hiek  he  might  have  des|):iircd  of  win- 
ning the  goal.  What  he  is  and  what  he  has  are  due 
to  his  efforts  in  the  face  of  great  obstacles,  and  to 
the  young  liis  life  furnishes  an  example  of  perse- 
verance well  worthy  of  their  emulation.  In  politics 
Mr.  Romann  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  looks  for 
better  times  when  the  jiart^-  again  comes  into 
power.  He  is  now  serving  as  School  Trustee 
for  his  township.  While  in  Madison  County  he 
served  as  Road  Commissioner  of  \'enice  Townshii) 
and  also  filled  the  positions  of  Road  Overseer  and 
.'school  Director.  In  the  spring  of  1893,  during 
his  absence  in  .St.  Louis,  his  |)arty  friends  nomin- 
ated him  for  .lustice  of  the  Pe.ace.  Desiring  to 
devote  his  entire  time  and  energies  to  his  farm,  he 
took  his  sons  and  a  neighbor  to  vote  with  him 
against  himself,  and  was  thereby  defeated  b}-  three 
votes,  much  to  his  own  satisfaction. 


BlIOMA.S  J.  WILKINSON,  Superintendent 
'f/i?S§\\  ^^  ^''^  road  department  of  the  St.  Louis 
^V^^'  Division  of  the  Mobile  tt  ( )hio  Railroad, 
has  been  connected  with  this  company  since  the 
building  of  the  line  in  1870.  He  was  born  in  Bal- 
timore, Md.,  December  8,  1841.  His  grandfather, 
Thomas  C.  Wilkinson,  was  a  native  of  Kngland.aiid 
after  emigrating  to  the  New  World  followed  farm- 
ing in  Baltimore  County.  He  served  in  tlie  War 
of  1812.  The  father  of  our  subject,  William  ,). 
Wilkinson,  was  lx>rn,  reared  and   followed    agri- 


cultural pursuits  in  Baltimore  County.     After  a 

time,  liowever,  he  embarked  in  merchandising  in 
the  city  of  Baltimore,  where  he  carried  on  business 
until  his  death.  He  married  Eliza  liond,  a  native 
of  Maryland,  and  Ihm-  death  occurred  in  Murphys- 
boro  in  18.56.  In  the  family  were  three  children, 
of  whom  two  are  yet  living:  Thomas  J.,  and  Will- 
J.,  who  is  foreman  in  the  cross-cut  saw  department 
of  the  Diston  Saw  Works,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

In  ISaltinujre  Mr.  Wilkins(Mi  of  this  sketch  was 
reared,  and  in  its  public  schools  .acquired  an  excel- 
lent education.  When  a  young  man  he  learned 
bridge  building,  and  for  four  years  was  employed 
in  the  capacity  of  bridge  builder  on  the  Philadel- 
phia, Wilmington  \-  Baltimore  Railroad.  Believ- 
ing that  the  west  furnished  better  opportunities 
for  young  men,  in  18C8  he  emigrated  to  Quincy, 
III.,  and  worked  on  the  iron  railroad  bridge  which 
was  being  built  across  the  Mississippi  at  that  point. 
He  afterward  worked  on  the  Government  bridge 
at  Rock  Island,  and  subsequently  spent  one  year 
in  Minnesota  as  foreman  of  the  bridge  building 
department  of  the  Minneapolis  &  St.  Louis  Rail- 
road. When  the  Cairo  A-  St.  Louis  Road  was  be- 
gun, he  formed  a  connection  with  the  company 
and  was  foreman  during  its  entire  construction, 
working  in  Alexander  and  .lackson  Counties.  The 
track  was  com pletrd  to  Muiph\>horo  in  the  fall  of 
1873,  and  to  (aim  in  1871.  l''rom  the  spring  of 
that  year  until  1877  he  was  employed  on  railroad 
bridge  work  in  Miniiesot;i  and  Wi.'^consin.  but  in 
June  of  the  latter  u'ai  ii-turned  to  Illinois  and 
became  foreman  of  the  pile  driving  and  bridge 
building  of  the  St.  Louis  it  Cairo  Road,  which 
position  he  tilled  until  1880. 

In  that  year  Jlr.  Wilkinson  was  appointed  Su- 
perintendent vf  bridges  and  buildings  under 
Charles  Hamilton,  then  general  manager,  and  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  that  position  until  188<), 
having  charge  of  the  road  between  St.  Louis  and 
Cairo.  The  road  was  then  sold  to  the  Mobile  & 
Oliio  Comijany,  and  he  had  charge  of  the  work  of 
changing  the  road  bed  from  a  narrow  gauge  to 
the  standard  width  from  St.  Louis  to  Corinth, 
Jliss.  He  continued  as  Superintendent  of  the 
bridge  work  between  those  points  until  1888, 
when  the  division  was  shortened.     It  now  covers 


856 


PORTRAIT  AND  BIOGRAPHICAL  RECORD. 


the  distance  between  St.  Louis  and  Cairo.  In  1890 
he  was  appointed  roadmaster  by  Division  Super- 
intendent Hamilton,  and  has  been  continued  in 
that  office  since  H.  W.  Clarke  has  been  Division 
Superintendent.  Mr.  Wilkinson  is  also  Superin- 
tendent of  the  road-way  department. 

In  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  in  1875,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  our  subject  and  Miss  Eva  H.Shaw, 
a  native  of  Jackson,  Mich.  Their  home  has  been 
in  Murpliysboro  since  1886.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  North.  In  his  political  views  he  is  an 
advocate  of  Democracy.  He  holds  membership 
with  the  building  and  loan  association  of  Sparta, 
111.  His  work  is  of  a  responsible  character,  but 
the  various  positions  he  has  filled  have  found  in 
him  a  faitiiful  incumbent,  one  worthy  of  all  trust. 


--^^^41 


H^.H 


!i^^ 


T/OHN  M.  CURLESS.  Prominent  among  the 
prosperous  agriculturists  of  Jackson  Coun- 
ty may  be  mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  Cur- 
less,  a  resident  of  section  25,  Degognia 
Townshij),  where  he  owns  and  operates  a  farm  con- 
sisting of  fort\'  acres  of  rich  bottom  land.  A  man 
of  enterprise  and  public  spirit,  the  success  which 
he  has  gained  is  the  reward  of  merit  and  is  justly 
deserved.  The  appearance  of  his  farm  is  such  as 
to  indicate  the  thrift  and  energy  of  the  proprietor, 
who  in  1892  erected  a  commodious  two-story  resi- 
dence. In  this  house  he  is  now  comfortably  situ- 
ated, and  when  everything  is  completed  to  his  sat- 
isfaction, he  will  have  one  of  the  nicest  homes  in 
this  locality. 

Born  in  Indiana,  December  13,  1839,  our  subject 
is  a  son  of  Job  and  Eliza  (Lowe)  Curless,  natives 
respectively  of  New  Jersey  and  Ohio,  who  prior  to 
the  year  1844  came  to  Jackson  County,  settling 
on  Jones'  Ridge.  There,  when  John  M.  was  a 
child  of  about  seven  years,  his  father  passed  away 
and  was  buried  on  the  farm  near  iiis  late  home. 
The  mother  was  called  from  earth  about  seven 
years  later,  from  which  time  our  subject  has  been 
self-supporting.  He  was  the  next  to  the  youngest 
in  a  family  consisting  of  seven  children.  His 
schooling  was  limited  to  three  months'  attendance 


in  a  subscription  school  in  charge  of  Wilson  Ray, 
a  short  time  under  the  tutelage  of  his  uncle,  John 
I^owe.  and  about  three  months  at  Georgetown, 
where  a  Miss  Durfee  was  the  teacher. 

Notwithstanding  his  few  opportunities  to  at- 
tend school,  Mr.  Curless  has  acquired  a  good  prac- 
tical education,  and  is  a  well  informed  man.  As 
a  worker  he  cannot  be  excelled.  It  was  his  am- 
bition in  boyhood  to  give  satisfaction  to  all  who 
might  employ  him,  and  it  is  with  credit  to  him 
that  it  ma}-  be  said  that  he  was  never  discliargid 
by  anyone  for  whom  he  worked.  Neither  was  he 
"jver  arrested,  nor  at  any  time  placed  in  the  cala- 
boose or  guard  house.  On  the  other  hand,  he  has 
been  a  law-abiding,  peaceful  and  loj'al  citizen,  one 
who  is  an  honor  to  his  coramunit}'. 

Since  purchasing  his  first  fortj'  acres,  Mr.  Cur- 
less has  added  an  eighty-acre  tract  of  timber  land, 
which  will  be  cleared  and  put  under  cultivation. 
Corn  and  potatoes  are  the  principal  crops  raised 
on  his  farm,  and  these,  with  the  raising  of  a  good 
grade  of  hogs,  constitute  his  money-making  capi- 
tal. During  the  Civil  War  he  was  one  of  the  boys 
in  blue  who  went  to  the  front  and  aided  in  pro- 
tecting the  Union.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Com|)any  A,  Eightieth  Illinois  Infantry,  and 
served  until  February  of  the  following  year,  when 
he  was  discharged  on  account  of  disabilities.  He 
volunteered  to  act  in  the  artillery  and  served  in 
that  capacity  at  the  battle  of  Perryville,  Ky.  Since 
that  time  he  has  suffered  from  heart  trouble,  which, 
fortunatcl}',  does  not  interfere  seriously  with  his 
farming  operations.  From  the  war  until  recently, 
Mr.  Curless  was  a  stanch  Democrat,  but  the  events 
of  the  past  year  (1893)  have  convinced  him  that 
the  Republicans  are  the  only  ones  who  can  success- 
full)'  conduct  the  affairs  of  the  Government. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Curless  occurred  April 
5,  1866,  his  wife  being  Lavina  Franklin.  On  the 
4th  of  November,  1889,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Sarali,  Evans,  the  widow  of  John 
Evans,  who  died  in  East  Carondelet,  111.,  in  1888. 
Mrs.  Curless  is  the  daughter  of  Mike  and  Penetty 
(Fisher)  Olbert,  natives  of  Jackson  County.  The 
mother  died  when  Sarah  was  less  than  a  year  old, 
and  the  father  passed  away  December  31,  1892. 
Unto  the  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curless  two  chil-v 
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dreu  liave  been  born,  Charlotte  and  French.  By 
her  former  marriage  Mrs.  Curless  has  a  son,  James 
A.  Evans,  whose  birth  occurred  Jul^'  4,  1887. 


^^OTTFRIED  NIEHAUS,  who  for  almost  a 
ill  £-— ,  quarter  of  a  century  has  followed  farming 
^^/|!  in  township  G,  range  6,  Randolph  County, 
is  a  native  of  Germany,  and  his  birth  occurred 
in  December,  18.'58.  He  is  a  son  of  Theodore  and 
Katherine  (Dickerraan)  Niehaus,  both  of  whom 
were  also  natives  of  Germany.  The  early  life  of 
our  subject  was  spent  under  the  parental  roof. 
He  acquired  his  education  in  the  public  schools  of 
his  native  land,  which  he  attended  until  fourteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  left  the  schoolroom  to  earn 
his  own  liveliiiood. 

Mr.  Niehaus  began  work  for  himself  as  a  farm 
hand  and  was  tiius  employed  for  several  j'ears,  in 
fact  his  time  was  thus  passed  until  his  emigra- 
tion to  America.  That  important  event  occurred 
in  1871,  when  he  crossed  the  Atlantic  to  the  New 
World.  On  landing  in  New  York  he  at  once  re- 
sumed his  westward  journey',  continuing  his  trav- 
els until  he  had  arrived  at  Chester,  III.  Here  he 
engaged  in  farm  work  in  the  employ  of  others  for 
about  a  year,  on  the  expiration  of  which  period, 
with  the  capital  lie  had  acquired  through  industry, 
economy  and  good  management,  he  purchased  tlie 
farm  on  which  he  now  resides.  He  has  devoted 
his  time  and  attention  exclusively  to  his  business 
interests  and  has  met  with  excellent  success  in  his 
undertakings,  becoming  a  very  prosperous  farmer. 
His  well  tilled  fields  and  the  neat  appearance  of 
his  place  indicate  the  careful  supervision  of  the 
owner.  The  farm  is  well  improved  with  good 
buildings  and  all  modern  accessories  and  conven- 
iences. 

It  was  in  1871  that  Mr.  Niehaus  wjis  united  in 
marriage  willi  Miss  Theresa  (iausmaii,  who  came 
to  America  with  her  parents  during  her  girlhood. 
Her  father  and  mother  are  both  now  deceased. 
To  our  subject  and  his  wife  have  been  born  six 
cliildren,  and  with  the  exception  of  Catherine, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  six  years,  all  are  yet  living. 
They  are   as   follows:    Mar^-,  now  the  wife  of  Ed 


Myers,  a  resident  of  Cutler,  111.;  John,  who  aids  in 
the  operation  of  the  home  farm;  Lizzie,  Frank  and 
Katie,  all  of  whom  are  yet  at  home. 

Mr.  Niehaus  and  his  entire  family  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church,  and  to  its  support  con- 
tribute liberally.  Since  becoming  an  American 
citizen  our  subject  has  exercised  his  right  of  fran- 
chise in  supiwrt  of  the  Re])ublican  party,  but  has 
never  sought  or  desired  the  honors  or  emoluments 
of  public  office.  He  may  truly  be  called  a  self- 
made  man,  for  since  an  early  age  he  has  made  his 
own  way  in  the  world,  depending  alone  on  his  own 
resources.  He  need  never  have  occasion  to  regret 
his  emigration  to  the  New  World,  for  here  he  has 
been  prospered  and  is  now  recognized  as  one  of 
the  substantial  and  well-to-do  citizens  of  the  com- 
munity. 

^(^ •    . 


'ji(  W.  ELLIS,  M.  I).,  a  practicing  physician  and 
[I  surgeon  of  Murph3sboro,  was  born  in  Frank- 
/li  lin,  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  November  23, 1858. 
His  paternal  grandfather  removed  in  an  early  day 
from  Pennsylvania,  and  later  settled  in  Indiana. 
The  father  of  our  subject,  John  R.  Ellis,  was  born 
in  Brown  Count}',  Ohio,  and  was  reared  ujjon  a 
farm  iu  Johnson  County,  Ind.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-one  he  embarked  in  the  lumber  business, 
and  for  some  time  operated  a  sawmill  and  engaged 
in  selling  lumber,  an  .enterprise  in  which  he  was 
fairly  successful.  Coming  to  Jackson  County  in 
188.3,  he  has  since  made  his  home  in  Murphysboro, 
and  is  still  actively  engaged  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness. His  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Susan 
Slack,  was  born  in  Johnson  County,  Ind.,  and  was 
a  daughter  of  John  Slack,  a  native  of  Ohio  and  an 
early  settler  of  Johnson  Count}',  lud. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eldest  of  five 
children.  He  was  reared  in  Franklin,  Ind.,  and  at- 
tended the  college  at  that  place  for  a  time,  after 
which  he  conducted  his  medical  studies  under  a 
prominent  physician  of  Trafalgar,  Ind.  In  1881 
he  entered  the  Indiana  Medical  College  at  Indian- 
apolis, from  which  he  was  graduated  two  years 
later.  He  opened  an  ollice  at  Mt.  Comfort,  Ind., 
aud  commenced  the  practice  of  his  profession,  re- 
maining in    that  iilace   until  1886.     Meantime  he 
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was  elected  and  served  as  County  Coroner.  From 
Mt.  Comfort  be  removed  to  Linden,  Ind.,  where 
he  engaged  in  practice  until  May  of  1889. 
Since  that  time  he  has  resided  in  Murph^-sboro, 
where  he  conducts  an  extensive  general  practice. 
With  his  father,  he  owns  eighty  acies  of  improved 
farming  land  in  Levan,  and  he  is  also  tlie  owner 
of  an  eighty-acre  tract  in  Sand  Ridge. 

In  Spencer,  Ind.,  in  1884,  Dr.  Ellis  was  united 
in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  Chesley 
Acuff,  a  mercliant  and  an  old  settler  of  that  town. 
Three  children  have  blessed  the  union,  Cora,  Cal- 
lie  and  Edward  K.  In  his  social  connections  the 
Doctor  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and 
is  surgeon  and  examining  piiysician  of  the  Ancient 
Order  of  Foresters  and  the  Mystic  Circle;  also  ex- 
amining physician  for  the  Brotherhood  of  Fire- 
men and  the  Brotherhood  of  Railway  Trainmen. 
In  religious  belief  he  is  a  Universalist.  Politicaliy, 
he  is  strong  in  his  adherence  to  the  principles  of 
the  Democratic  party. 

^JLLIAMSON  DILDAY.  Among  the  pros- 
'//  perous  agricultuiists  of  .Jackson  County, 
prominent  mention  should  be  made  of  Mr. 
Dilday,  who  resides  on  section  10,  Degognia 
Township,  and  is  the  owner  of  two  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  of  fine  wheat  land  lying  among  the 
hills  of  sections  10  and  15.  A  native  of  Georgia, 
he  was  born  on  the  21st  of  September,  1831.  He 
is  a  son  of  Elias  and  Pheriba  (AVimpy)  Dildaj', 
who  were  born  near  Charleston,  S.  C,  and  died  in 
June,  1892,  at  the  ages  of  eighty-five  and  eighty- 
three  respectively.  Grandmother  Wimpy  died 
during  the  preceding  year,  at  the  advanced  age  of 
a  century.  Grandfather  Dilday,  who  was  a  soldier 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  died  some  thirty  years 
ago,  at  the  age  of  ninety-seven.  His  son  Elias 
took  part  in  the  Seminole  War  in  Florida,  and 
three  of  the  sons  of  the  latter,  including  our  sub- 
ject, fought  for  the  Union  in  tlie  late  Rebellion. 
Wlien  our  subject  was  a  child  of  two  years  his 
father  emigrated  to  Eastern  Tennessee,  where  he 
remained  some  seven  years.  Thence,  in  the  j'ear 
1842,  he  removed  to  Illinois,  settling  near  Jones- 


boro,  in  Union  County,  and  made  his  home  there 
until  his  death.  Our  subject's  first  school  days  were 
spent  in  Tennessee.  He  had  to  pass  the  house  of 
the  famous  David  Crockett  in  going  to  school  and 
well  remembers  having  been  led  over  tlie  footlog 
across  a  stream  near  his  liome  by  the  daughter  of 
the  illustrious  hunter. 

After  removing  to  Union  County,  Mr.  Dilday 
attended  the  subscription  schools,  but  his  educa- 
tion has  been  secured  principally  by  study  at 
home.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  liis 
twenty-first  birthday,  which  occurred  on  Sunday. 
He  then  left,  intending  to  go  south  and  work  at 
the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  had  learned  under  his 
father.  However,  having  had  to  wait  some  time 
for  a  boat,  his  funds  ran  low  and  he  therefore 
started  up  stream  instead  of  down.  Stopping  at 
Chester,  he  found  work  as  a  journeyman  in  the 
shops  there.  After  a  few  months  spent  in  that 
city,  he  returned  to  Union  County,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  farming  for  one  year.  Then  coining  to 
Jackson  County,  he  here  began  the  life  of  an  agri- 
culturist, in  which  he  has  since  continued. 

November  17,  1854,  Mr.  Dilday  was  united  in 
marriage,  upon  the  farm  where  he  now  makes  his 
home,  with  Miss  Perisadi,  daughter  of  Dr.  H.  C. 
and  "Nancy  (O'Daniel)  Hodges,  natives  of  Ala- 
bama. Mrs.  Dilday  was  born  March  9,  1834,  and 
died  April  26,  1870,  after  having  become  the 
mother  of  seven  children.  Two  of  the  number  are 
now  living,  D.  C.  and  Reuben  E.  The  second 
marriage  of  Mr.  Dilday  occurred  March  26,  1871, 
his  wife  being  Elizabeth  Turner,  who  was  born  in 
Union  County  November  7,  1850.  She  is  the 
daughter  of  Albert  and  Mary  A.  Turner,  natives 
of  Tennessee  and  at  present  residents  of  Union 
County,  111.  Seven  cliildren  have  been  born  of 
Mr.  Dilday's  second  marriage,  viz.:  p]lias  B.,  Sam- 
uel J.,  Emzia,  Albert  T.,  Clinton,  Calvin  and 
Ralph  E. 

Enlisting  in  March  of  1865  as  a  member  of 
Company  B,  Sixty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  Mr.  Dil- 
day served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  During  his 
voyage  from  New  York  to  North  Carolina  to 
join  the  army  at  the  front,  a  terrific  storm  was  en- 
countered, which  raged  for  some  thirty-six  hours 
and  tossed  the  vessel  at  its  mercy  upon  the  foam- 
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crested  waves.  The  experience  was  one  of  the 
most  perilous  of  Mr.  Dildaj's  life,  .and  such  w.is 
the  horror  of  the  storm  that  he  says  he  has  seen 
enough  of  the  water  to  satisfy  him  the  remainder 
of  his  days.  Of  fourteen  who  left  Rockwood  with 
him  lie  is  the  only  one  that  survives. 

In  politics  Jlr.  Dilday  is  a  Democrat.  A  few 
weeks  after  attaining  his  m.ijority  he  voted  for 
Pierce  and  has  continued  in  that  faith  ever  since. 
For  thirty  years  he  held  the  otlice  of  .Tustice  of  the 
Peace,  for  four  terms  olliciated  .is  Supervisor  and 
for  ten  years  was  School  Director.  He  is  a  con- 
tributor to  tlie  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  at  Anti- 
ocU,  with  which  his  wife  is  identified.  Socially,  he 
is  a  member  of  Rockwood  Lodge,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  t^> 
which  he  has  belonged  some  twent3--five  years,  and 
whicU  he  has  represented  as  a  delegate  in  the 
Grand  Lodge  of  the  state.  He  is  one  of  the  few 
remaining  of  the  earliest  settlers  and  is  highly  re- 
spected by  a  large  circle  of  friends. 


f^JRKDKRICK  W.  BROWN,  a  resident  of 
r-^  Ava,  is  an  extensive  land  owner,  possess- 
II  ing  some  six  hundred  and  seventy-six 
acres  in  Dcgognia  Township,  Jackson  County,  of 
whicli  he  cultivates  about  sixty  acres  and  leases 
the  balance  to  tenants.  He  is  a  son  of  .James  I^I. 
Brown  (whose  life  sketch  appears  elsewhere  in  this 
work)  and  w.as  born  near  .Siiiloh  Hill,  Randolph 
County,  October  30,  1843.  Most  of  his  schooling 
was  secured  in  the  Old  Zion  schoolhouse  before 
the  family  removed  to  Rockwood,  in  1857.  He 
attended  the  subscription  schools  of  that  place  for 
the  two  yeai-s  succeeding. 

After  his  school  days  were  ended,  Mr.  Brown 
accepted  a  position  in  a  mill,  where  he  remained 
until  the  spring  of  1860.  Later  he  aided  in  the 
management  of  his  father's  large  farm,  remaining 
thus  engaged  until  August  15,  1862,  when  he  en- 
listed in  Company  C,  Eighteenth  Illinois  Infantry, 
and  accompanied  his  regiment  U:>  the  front.  From 
Jackson,  Tenn.,  he  went  with  his  company  into 
active  service,  being  at  different  times  under  the 
command  of  Generals  Logan,  W.ishburn,  Steele 
and  Reynolds.  He  took  part  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 


burg  and  was  present  at  the  surrender  of  the  city. 
After  the  fall  of  Vicksburg  the  Eighteenth  was 
assigned  to  the  Seventh  Army  Corps  in  the  Army 
of  the  Arkansas,  where  they  remained  until  the 
close  of  the  war. 

June  4,  1864,  a  number  of  companies  were  con- 
solidated, C  and  H  forming  a  new  companj-,  A, 
and  from  that  date  until  the  close  of  the  Rebellion 
they  were  in  charge  of  a  pontoon  bridge  across 
the  Arkansas  River,  at  Little  Rock.  They  were 
discharged  in  that  city  Jul}'  8,  1865,  were  paid  off 
at  Springfield,  111.,  and  reached  home  early  in  Au- 
gust of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Brown  then  resumed 
civic  pursuits.  March  7,  1866,  he  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.,  daughter  of  John 
Young,  of  Chester.  This  estimable  lady  was  born 
November  1,  1845,  and  by  her  marriage  has  be- 
come the  mother  of  five  children,  namely:  Alice 
K.,  the  wife  of  Frank  Fletcher,  a  painter  and  pa- 
per-hanger of  Murphysboro,  111.;  Laura  M.,  wife  of 
William  M.  Jernigan,  a  cooper  of  Ava;  Minnie  B., 
Eunice  P.  and  Edward  Austin. 

In  November,  1866,  Mr.  Brown  entered  upon 
a  mercantile  career  at  Rockwood,  in  which  he  con- 
tinued until  October,  1868.  Disposing  of  his  stock 
of  goods,  he  then  began  trading  in  horses  and 
mules,  meantime  making  his  headquarters  in  Mem- 
phis. In  that  business  he  was  engaged  until 
January,  1872,  when  he  took  a  ))Osition  in  the 
stockyards  of  that  city,  and  for  a  year  occupied 
that  place.  Following  this,  he  accepted  a  position 
as  bookkeeper  for  Col.  Jesse  Forest,  who  conducted 
a  sale  and  livery  stable  on  Monroe  Street,  Mem- 
phis. Remaining  in  that  position  until  Maj', 
1874,  Mr.  Brown  then  returned  to  Jackson  Coun- 
ty, and  has  made  his  home  here  ever  since. 

In  addition  to  farming.  Mr.  Brown,  in  connec- 
tion with  his  brothers,  ran  a  threshing  machine 
every  season  until  the  year  1880.  That  year  ac- 
cepting a  position  with  Dean  Brothers,  merchants 
and  millers  of  Ava,  lie  removed  with  his  fam- 
ily to  that  place,  where  he  has  remained  ever 
since.  After  three  years  with  Dean  Brothers  he 
operated  a  store  for  the  sale  of  agricultural  imple- 
ments, in  which  business  he  continued  for  two 
years.  Disposing  of  his  stock  of  implements  he 
traveled  a  twelvemonth  for  a  cigar  and  tobacco 
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firm.  In  1886  he  accepted  his  old  position  with 
Dean  Brothers,  remaining  in  their  employ  four 
j'ears  longer.  At  the  expiration  of  tliat  time  he 
resumed  agricultural  pursuits,  in  which  he  is  at 
present  engaged.  He  still  makes  his  home  in  Ava, 
while  he  conducts  his  farm  in  Degognia. 

Socially  Mr.  Brown  is  a  member  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor,  of  which  organization  he  was  Reporter. 
He  is  also  prominently  connected  with  the  Ava 
Post,  G.  A.  R.  Politically  he  is  a  firm  believer  in 
and  supporter  of  the  Prohibition  platform,  and 
votes  his  party  ticket  as  well  as  talks  for  it.  Both 
in  Jackson  and  Randolph  Counties  he  and  his 
family  are  well  and  favorably  known,  and  his  rep- 
utation for  honesty,  excellent  judgment  and  pro- 
gressive spirit  is  justly  merited  by  his  honorable 
and  useful  career. 
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eHARLES  COLUMBUS  SMITH  was  a  highly 
respected  and  enterprising  citizen  of  Mur- 
physburo,  and  his  history  wtll  deserves  a 
place  in  this  volume.  He  was  born  in  Cape  Girar- 
deau County,  Mo.,  May  22,  1848.  His  father  was 
an  early  settler  of  that  county  and  engaged  in 
merchandising.  He  married  Miss  Jane  McLean, 
who  is  now  Mrs.  Lovell,  of  Cape  Girardeau. 

C.  C.  Smith  was  the  eldest  of  three  children. 
His  father  died  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  he 
had  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the  family.  He  was 
reared  upon  the  farm  of  his  maternal  grandfather 
and  acquired  his  education  in  the  common  schools 
and  the  high  school  of  Jonesboro,  111.  He  also 
completed  the  course  in  the  Bryant  &  Stratton 
Business  College  of  St.  Louis,  after  which  he  be- 
gan clerking  for  John  Vastine,  at  Preston,  111.  A 
year  later  he  embarked  in  teaching  in  Jackson, 
Mo.,  where  he  continued  until  1871,  when  he  lo 
cated  upon  a  farm  in  his  native  county  and  for 
five  years  continued  its  cultivation.  On  the  ex- 
piration of  that  period  he  removed  to  the  cit}'  of 
Cape  Girardeau,  and  for  about  three  years  was 
superintendent  of  the  Grange  store. 

At   that   place,  on    the    14th  of  March,  1871,  he 


was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Mary  E.  McLain, 
a  native  of  Cape  Girardeau  and  a  daughter  of 
John  A.  McLain,  who  was  also  there  born  and 
reared.  Her  grandfather,  David  McLain,  a  native 
of  North  Carolina,  is  numbered  among  the  early 
settlers  of  Missouri  and  became  an  extensive 
farmer  and  a  prominent  citizen.  The  father  was 
also  an  influential  man  in  the  community.  His 
death  occurred  in  January,  1893.  His  wife,  who 
bore  the  maiden  name  of  Susan  McLaughlin,  was 
born  in  Virginia,  and  is  still  living  in  Missouri. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McLain  had  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren, of  whom  Mrs.  Smith  is  the  eldest.  She  is  a 
cultivated  and  intelligent  lady  and  one  whose 
friends  throughout  the  community  are  many. 
Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs. Smith  were  born  three  children: 
Minnie,  wife  of  E.  R.  Neill,  of  Murphysboro, 
Harry  and  Albert. 

In  1879  Mr.  Smith  came  with  his  family  to 
Murphysboro  and  entered  into  partnership  with 
William  H.  McLaughlin  under  the  firm  name  of 
Smith  ife  McLaughlin,  dealers  in  general  merchan- 
dise. Retiring  from  this  connection  in  1855  he 
embarked  in  business  alone  at  the  corner  of  Broad 
and  Walnut  Streets,  and  three  years  later  bought 
out  the  store  of  Samuel  Desberger.  He  fitted  out 
an  elegant  establishment,  and  the  "Trade  Palace," 
as  it  was  called,  became  the  finest  store  iu  the  place. 
It  was  well  stocked  with  desirable  goods,  and  Mr. 
Smith  did  a  most  successful  business,  his  trade  in- 
creasing until  it  assumed  extensive  proportions. 
By  close  attention  to  all  details,  careful  manage- 
ment and  enterprise,  he  won  the  success  which  made 
him  one  of  the  substantial  citizens  of  Jackson 
County.  He  was  also  one  of  the  organizers  of  the 
Board  of  Trade  and  served  as  its  President  until 
his  death.  Of  the  Cripple  Revenge  Threshing 
Machine  Company  he  was  Treasurer.  A  public- 
spirited  and  progressive  man,  he  contributed  lib- 
erally to  the  support  of  all  enterprises  which  were 
calculated  to  promote  the  general  welfare.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  After  only  a  week's 
illness  he  passed  away,  November  18, 1892, and  his 
death  was  widely  and  deeply  mourned. 

]Mis.  Smith  still  makes  her  home  in  Murphys- 
boro, where  she  is  both  widely  and  favorably 
known.     She  holds  an  enviable  position  in  social 
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circles  and  has  the  warm  regard  of  all.  She  owns 
both  business  and  residence  property,  and  with 
the  English  Lutheran  Church  hold  membership. 
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^^USTAV  F.  WIEBUSCH,  a  farmer  and  mer- 
'|[  g—  chiinl  living  at  Wagner's  Landing,  .Taok- 
^J/^  son  County,  was  born  in  Cliester,  111., 
March  11,  1856.  lie  is  a  son  of  Christopher  and 
Hannah  (Kipp)  Wiebusch,  natives  respectively  of 
Hanover  and  Wislphalia,  Germany.  His  educa- 
tion was  secured  in  the  Chester  schools.  It  was 
his  intention  to  enter  Blackburn  University,  at 
Carlinville,  and  he  started  there,  but  while  en 
route  was  taken  sick  and  suffered  a  long  illness, 
after  which  he  did  not  start  again. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  Mr.  Wiebusch  began 
the  life  of  an  agriculturist,  settling  in  Fountain 
Bluff  Township,  .lackson  County,  upon  a  farm  be- 
longing to  his  father.  There  he  remained  fur  three 
years,  working  in  partnership  with  his  l)rother. 
While  a  resident  of  that  township  he  was  married, 
in  Fountain  Bluff,  February  o,  1880,  his  wife  being 
Miss  Emma  Scheurcnberg.  This  lady  was  the 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Margaret  (Schmidt)  Schcu- 
renberg,  and  was  born  in  Dubuque,  Iowa,  August 
9,  1859.  She  was  educated  in  Germany,  whither 
her  father  had  removed  when  she  was  about  six 
j-ears  of  age. 

At  the  time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Wiebusch  rented 
a  farm  of  (lodfred  Hueckels,  and  during  his  four 
years'  residence  on  that  place  his  wife  died.  Later 
he  discontinued  farming  and  went  west,  where  he 
found  employment  in  Kansas.  Nebraska  and  south- 
western Missouri.  He  followed  railroading  prin- 
cipally, making  Kansas  City  his  headquarters. 
After  a  3'ear  in  the  west,  he  returned  to  .lackson 
County,  bought  a  store  at  Wagner's  Landing,  and 
in  February  of  1886  embarked  in  tiie  mercantile 
business.  In  this  enterprise  he  has  been  success- 
ful, gaining  a  reputation  throughout  the  surround- 
ing country  as  a  reliable  and  honorable  merchant. 
In  his  store  he  carries  a  well  selected  stock  of 
goods  such  as  are  usually  kept  in  a  country  store. 
His  establishment  is  also  the  locatir>n  of  the  post- 
otflce  of  Wagner's  Landing,  and  Mr.  Wiebusch  has 


been  the  Postmaster  since  1888,  his  commission 
being  dated  June  II  of  that  year.  He  has  charge 
of  the  steamer  landing  and  trades  quite  exten- 
sively in  country  produce,  which  he  ships  north 
by  boat. 

The  first  marriage  of  Mr.  Wiebusch  resulted  in 
the  birth  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  are  now 
living:  Alfred  ('.,  (Mara  M.  and  Annie  K.  (one  of 
twins).  The  deceased  are  Emily  and  Emma.  On 
the  7tli  of  April,  1886,  he  was  again  married, 
choosing  as  his  wife  Miss  Emma,  daughter  of 
Fred  and  Doris  (Ileitmanu)  lUickmann.  Mrs. 
Wiebusch  was  born  July  19,  1858,  and  by  her  mar- 
riage has  become  the  mother  of  five  children,  of 
whom  the  only  survivors  are  Walter  S.  and  Ida 
E.  D.  The  deceased  children  are  Doris,  Oscar  and 
Edward. 

In  their  religious  connections  Mr.  Wiebusch  and 
his  estimable  wife  are  identified  with  the  Evan- 
gelical Lutheran  Church  at  Chester,  in  which  they 
are  active  workers,  and  to  the  support  of  which 
thej' contribute  liberally.  In  his  political  rela- 
tions he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  partly,  the 
principles  of  which  he  upholds  with  fidelity.  While 
a  resident  of  Fountain  Bluff,  he  served  for  five 
years  as  School  Treasurer,  and  in  his  present  dis- 
trict he  filled  the  same  position  for  six  years,  after 
which  he  declined  re-election. 
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'(_^  ENRY  C.  LINDENBEHG  is  following  his 
^chosen  occupation,  that  of  agriculture,  (jn 
section  18,  township  7,  range  5,  Randolph 
p  Count}',  where  he  engages  in  general  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising  upon  a  tract  of  ninety-four 
acres  of  excellent  land.  He  is  a  native  of  this 
county,  having  been  born  here  December  10, 1856. 
His  parents,  Clemens  and  Christina  Lmdenberg, 
were  natives  of  (iermany,  whence  in  1838  they 
emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Randolph 
Countj',  III.  Upon  a  tract  of  one  hundred  and 
twent}'  acres  entered  from  the  Government,  the 
father  commenced  farming  and  continued  thus  en- 
gaged throughout  his  entire  life.  With  such  success 
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did  he  pursue  his  chosen  calling  that  he  placed  his 
property  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  intro- 
duced a  number  of  valuable  improvements  and 
added  flfty-four  acres  to  the  original  purchase. 
His  death  occurred  April  6,  1880.  His  widow  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Ivandolph 
County. 

In  the  parental  family  there  were  eight  children, 
of  whom  four  are  now  living,  as  follows:  Clemens 
H.,  Henry  C,  Elvina  and  Herman  P.,  all  residents 
of  Randolph  County.  They  are  well  educated 
both  in  English  and  German,  and  are  honorable 
and  useful  citizens  of  this  community.  The  subject 
of  this  sketch  passed  the  years  of  boyhood  and 
youth  in  an  uneventful  manner.  On  the  11th 
of  November,  1881,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
with  Uliss  Louise  S.  Welge,  who  was  one  in  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  those  surviving  being  Louise 
S.,  Adolph  H.,  Amelia  M.,  Anna  L.  and  Elvina  L., 
all  honored  residents  of  this  county.  The  parents 
of  Mrs.  Lindenberg  are  Henry  and  Lena  (Dettmer) 
Welge,  natives  of  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1842  and  settled  in  Randolph 
County,  where  they  now  occupy  a  position  among 
the  prominent  citizens  and  honored  pioneers  of 
this  section  of  the  state. 

The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindenberg  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  five  children,  as  follows: 
Elvina  C.  who  was  born  November  2,  1882;  Lena 
A.,  August  27,  1884;  Rudolph  H.,  September  9, 
1888;  Edward  H.,  October  7,  IS'.tO,  and  Hulda  S., 
January  23,  1893.  The  children  are  bright  and 
intelligent  for  their  years,  and  will  be  given  the 
advantages  of  both  German  and  English  edu- 
cations. The  religious  home  of  the  family  is  in 
the  Lutheran  Church,  to  which  the  parents  of  both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lindenberg  belonged. 

By  careful  reading  and  habits  of  observation, 
Mr.  Lindenberg  has  supplemented  the  informa- 
tion gained  in  the  common  schools  and  is  now  as 
well  informed  upon  general  topics  perhaps  as  any 
other  resident  of  the  township.  As  a  general 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  he  brings  to  bear  upon  the 
tilling  of  the  soil  and  the  breeding  of  stock  the 
best  and  most  approved  methods  of  modern  times, 
and  skill,  together  with  industrj',  has  secured  for 
him  material  success.     In  politics  he  is  a  Democrat 


and  is  at  present  serving  as  Director  of  School 
District  No.  4.  He  and  his  wife  are  held  in  the 
highest  esteem  in  the  community  where  they  re- 
side and  are  foremost  in  all  measures  for  the  pro- 
motion of  religious  and  social  enterprises. 
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?OHN  H.  REYNOLDS,  a  farmer  occupying 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  acres  on  sec- 
tion 3,  Degognia  Township,  Jackson  Coun- 
ty, was  born  in  St.  Louis  July  9,  1838.  He 
is  the  eldest  of  four  children  born  to  the  union  of 
Robert  and  Melinda  (Evans)  Reynolds,  natives  of 
Kentucky.  His  father  dying  in  1846,  his  mother 
was  afterward  married  to  Thomas  Yearsley,  and 
by  that  union  had  two  children,  a  son  and  a 
daughter.  John  secured  his  education  in  the  schools 
of  St.  Louis,  and  was  one  of  the  first  pupils  in  the 
high  school  when  it  was  organized  under  the  su- 
perintendence of  J.  D.  Low. 

At  the  age  of  sixteen  Mr.  Reynolds  entered  the 
carriage  shop  of  John  D.  McAuliff  and  learned 
the  trade  of  a  carriage  blacksmith.  Remaining 
there  until  the  outbreak  of  the  Rebellion,  he  then 
secured  a  position  in  the  Quartermaster's  Depart- 
ment, in  which  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  repairing 
ambulances,  etc.  After  spending  some  four  months 
in  Corinth,  Miss.,  he  returned  to  the  north  to  take 
charge  of  his  mother's  farm,  her  husband  having 
died.  He  purchased  land  in  Bradley  Township, 
Jackson  County,  and  resided  there  most  of  the 
time  for  the  succeeding  sixteen  years. 

Between  that  time  and  the  date  of  coming  to  his 
present  holding,  Blr.  Reynolds  worked  at  his  trade 
and  also  established  a  carriage  factory  in  Red 
Bud.  As  soon  as  completed,  he  disposed  of  his 
interest  to  John  Roscoe  and  returned  to  Jackson 
Count}'.  A  brother,  who  owned  a  farm  on  sec- 
tion 3,  Degognia  Township,  died  in  1^74,  and 
while  serving  as  administrator  of  the  estate  our 
subject  bought  out  the  interest  of  the  other  heirs 
and  has  since  operated  the  farm,  making  it  his 
home.  Upon  this  place  excellent  buildings  have 
been  erected  and  various  fine  improvements  made, 
which  stamji  it  as  the  abode  of  one  who  has  pros- 
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pered  in  worldly  affairs  and  possesses  good   judg- 
ment in  investments  and  enterprises. 

May  19,  1892.  Mr.  Reynolds  was  united  in  mar- 
riage with  Mrs.  Margaret  M.  Plant,  daugliter  of 
Jesse  and  Sallie  (Segall)  Shepard.  Mrs.  Reynolds 
is  llie  mother  of  a  son,  .lolin  W.  Diamond,  by  her 
first  husband.  In  politics  Mr.  Reynolds  has  al- 
ways been  a  standi  advocate  of  Democratic  prin- 
ciples, lie  hassefvod  as.SchoolTrustee  and  has  been 
solicited  frequently  to  accept  the  nomination  for 
other  olBces,  but  has  persistently  refused,  prefer- 
ring to  give  Ills  entire  time  and  attention  to  his 
farming  interests.  Public  spirited,  interested  in 
all  movements  which  promise  to  add  to  the  pros- 
perity and  happiness  of  his  fellow-citizens,  he 
may  well  be  looked  upon  as  an  excellent  repre- 
sentative of    true  manhood  and   good  citizenship. 


i»^-,  YMANN  IIKNRV  BUNSELRIEYKR.  This 
J)  enterprising  young  gentleman,  a  resident 
of  .Jackson  County,  is  prosecuting  his 
ciiosen  calling,  that  of  agricultuie,  with  a 
degree  of  energy  highly  commendable.  On  sec- 
tions 3  and  10,  Degognia  Township,  he  operates  a 
farm  comprising  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
acres  of  rich  bottom  land.  He  is  an  industrious 
and  capable  farmer,  who  by  his  constant  devotion 
to  ills  work  has  wrought  with  his  hands  a  successful 
career  in  his  chosen  occupation. 

The  parents  of  our  subject,  Frank  and  Mary 
(Hoever)  Bunselmeyer,  natives  of  Oermany,  had  a 
family  of  five  children,  three  of  whom  still  sur- 
vive, lleiiry,  who  was  second  in  order  of  birth, 
was  born  in  St.  Louis.  Mo.,  September  27,  1859, 
and  received  the  rudiments  of  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  that  city.  When  lie  was  a  lad  of  ten 
years  his  niotiier  removed  with  her  second  husband, 
Fred  Winter,  to  Madison  Cotinly,  111.,  and  he  be- 
came a  pupil  ill  tiie  district  schools  of  Sand  Prai- 
rie. Afterward  he  prosecuted  his  studies  in  the 
Colliiisville  High  School  for  one  scholastic  year. 

Together  with  Herman  Strackeljahn  our  subject 
raised  a  crop  of  potatoes  in  1881,  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  bought  a  team  and  put  in  a  crop 
in   partnership  with  Gust  Frazen.     In  the  fall  of 


that  year  he  was  married  and  removed,  together 
with  his  father-in-law,  to  Degognia  Township, 
.Tackson  County,  where  he  has  since  resided. 
The  lady  with  whom  lie  has  linked  his  for- 
tunes is  Caroline,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary 
(Strackeljahn)  lleiiibokel,  natives  of  Hanover,  (ier- 
many.  Mrs.  Bunselmeyer  was  born  in  Nameoki, 
111.,  October  .5,  1863,  and  is  the  second  in  order  of 
birth  in  a  family  of  thirteen  children.  The  date  of 
her  marriage  was  November  5,  1882,  and  the  union 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  eight  children,  six  of 
whom  are  now  living.  They  are:  .John  F.,  Mary 
Elizabeth,  Mary  Caroline,  August  H.  J.,  Frank  H. 
W.  and  Annie.  The  two  deceased  are  Henry,  who 
died  in  infancy,  and  Fred  II.,  who  passed  from 
earth  at  the  age  of  three. 

In  politics  Mr.  Bunselmeyer  adheres  to  the  Re- 
publican party  as  the  one  wlio.se  principles  are  for 
the  best  government.  His  fellow-citizens,  appreciat- 
ing his  fitness  forollicial  positions, have  chosen  him 
to  represent  them  in  a  number  of  local  oltices,  in  all 
of  which  he  has  served  with  ediciency  and  suc- 
cess. At  the  present  time  he  is  Commissioner  of 
Highways  and  is  also  filling  the  i)osition  of  School 
Director.  He  and  his  entire  family  are  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  and  are  attendants  at  the 
services  of  the  organization  at  Fountain  Bluff.  In 
social  circles  they  are  highly  regarded  .as  people  of 
worth  and  occupy  a  prominent  place  among  the 
best  families  of  the  community.  Mr.  Bunselmeyer 
is  a  progressive  young  man,  who  is  devoting  his 
energies  to  the  improvement  of  the  farm,  while  at 
the  same  time  he  is  interested  in  matters  of  local 
importance. 


^^  HARLES  H.  ROE,  ex-Circuit  Clerk  of  Perry 
[l(  County,  and  a  well  known  citizen  of  Pinck- 

^^^'  neyville,  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State. 
He  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  February  24,  1842, 
and  is  a  son  of  Thomas  S.  Roe,  a  native  of  Cin- 
cinnati, who  w.as  born  in  1818.  The  fatlier  grew  to 
manhood  in  Dayton,  and  was  graduated  from  the 
Louisville  (Kj-.)  Medical  College  in  1841.  Imme- 
diately thereafter  he  began  practice.  In  1843  he  re- 
moved to  .Shawneetown,  111.,  and  also  engaged  in 
practice  in  Mt.  Vernon,  Nashville  and  Chester,  this 
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state.  In  1857  he  came  to  Pintikne^'ville,  where 
he  died  October  12,  1873.  He  was  one  of  the 
leading  physicians  of  Illinois,  winning  high  repu- 
tation among  his  professional  brethren.  His  fa- 
ther, Duniel  Roe,  was  born  at  Oyster  Baj',  Long 
Island,  in  1780;  his  parents  were  natives  of  Wales 
and  came  to  this  countrj'  prior  to  the  Revolution. 
Early  in  life  Daniel  became  a  minister  of  the  Swe- 
denboigian  Church,  but  later  abandoned  the  pul- 
pit and  entered  the  legal  profession,  practicing  in 
Cincinnati  and  Da3ton,  Ohio.  He  was  a  man  of 
broad  views  and  liberal  education  and  was  the 
owner  of  considerable  property.  About  1810  he 
moved  from  Langley,  Ky.,  to  Ohio,  and  settled  in 
Lebanon,  where  his  sons  Edward  and  Charles  were 
born.  He  thence  moved  to  Cincinnati,  and  later 
to  Dayton.  He  laid  out  an  addition  to  the  lat- 
ter place  which  is  now  in  the  heart  of  the  city. 
His  death  occurred  there  in  the  year  1843.  His 
children  were  Thomas  S.,  Charles  C,  who  went 
to  California,  was  enrolled  among  the  "Forty- 
niners"  of  that  state,  and  on  his  return  located  in 
Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  died  in  the  year  1889, 
and  Etlward  R.  The  latter  was  a  graduate  of  the 
Louisville  Medical  College;  he  practiced  medi- 
cine for  several  years,  and  was  at  one  time  Circuit 
Clerk  of  McLean  County,  111.  He  was  afterward 
United  Stales  Marshal  for  the  Southern  District 
of  Illinois,  but  the  greater  part  of  his  attention 
was  given  to  writing  works  of  fiction.  The  last 
fifteen  years  of  his  life  were  spent  in  Chicago, 
where  he  devoted  his  entire  time  to  literar3'  work. 
His  stories  are  extensively  read,  and  gained  for 
him  a  high  reputation  as  an  author.  He  died  in 
Chicago  in   November,   1893. 

The  mother  of  our  subject  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Anna  Maria  Boyer.  She  was  born  in  Lan- 
caster County,  Pa.,  and  was  a  daughter  of  Jacob 
Boyer,  a  native  of  the  same  state  and  a  tinner 
by  trade.  He  went  to  Ohio  in  an  early  daj' 
and  served  as  organist  in  the  German  Reformed 
Church  of  Dayton  for  many  years.  He  died  in 
that  city  in  1860,  leaving  quite  a  fortune.  In  his 
familj-  were  thirteen  children,  including  George 
P.,  who  was  Auditor  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
for  several  years;  Thomas  W.,  who  was  First  Lieu- 
tenant   in    the  First    Ohio    Regiment  during    the 


war  and  died  in  St.  Louis,  where  he  was  a  member 
of  the  llarter  Medicine  Company;  and  Frances, 
who  became  the  wife  of  a  Mr.  Kane,  a  prominent 
citizen  of  Dayton,  Ohio.  Mrs.  Roe  died  in  Pinck- 
neyville  in  1870. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest  of 
three  brothers,  he  and  his  brother  Robert  C.  being 
members  of  Company  G,  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry, 
during  the  late  war.  Robert  C.  was  killed  at  Ft. 
Donelson  February  15,  1862.  Frank  M.  served 
for  3'eais  as  Deputy  County  Clerk  of  Perry  Coun- 
ty, retiring  in  December,  1892,  and  is  now  engaged 
in  merchandising  in  Pinckneyville.  On  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  Rebellion  Charles  H.  and  his  brother 
Robert  lesjjonded  to  the  first  call  for  troops,  en- 
listing August  1,  1861.  He  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Ft.  Henry,  Ft.  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Corinth 
and  those  of  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  was  mus- 
tered out  of  the  service  August  1,  1864.  Re-en- 
tering the  Ouartermaster's  Department,  he  was 
with  Sherman  on  the  memorable  march  to  the  sea 
and  in  the  Carolina  campaign. 

Mr.  Roe  returned  to  Pinckneyville  in  1865,  and 
ill  the  fall  of  that  year  was  appointed  Deputy 
Circuit  Clerk.  In  August,  1867,  he  was  appointed 
to  the  oflice  to  fill  an  unexpired  term,  and  was 
thereafter  continuously  elected  Circuit  Clerk  until 
the  fall  of  1892.  He  thus  served  for  a  quarter  of 
a  century,  aiid  Perry  County  has  known  no  more 
accommodating  otlicial  in  that  office  than  he. 

September  16,  1866,  was  celebrated  the  marriage 
Mr.  Roe  and  Miss  Harriet  V.,  daughter  of  Hum- 
phrey' B.  Jones,  who  was  for  sixteen  years  Circuit 
Clerk  of  Perry  County,  he  being  the  first  to  hold 
that  office  on  the  organization  of  the  county  in 
1827.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roe  were  born  nine  chil- 
dren, who  are  now  living:  Faunie  G.,  wifeof  Heniy 
Maasberg,  of  Pinckneyville;  Jennie  J.,  wife  of 
Thomas  L.  Wallace,  of  Pinckneyville;  Harriet  M., 
at  home;  Robert  B.,  who  is  in  the  drug  business  at 
Pinckneyville;  Charles  H.,  Thomas  H.,  John  D., 
Zoe  Inez  and  Ernestine  C. 

In  politics  Mr.  Roe  has  always  been  a  Republi- 
can. That  he  has  the  confidence  and  good  will  of 
his  fellow-townsmen  is  shown  b}'  his  frequent  re- 
election to  office,  and  that  fact  also  indicates  the 
fidelit}'  and  ability   with  which   he  discharged  his 
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duties.  Socially  he  is  connected  with  the  Grand 
Army  post,  in  which  he  for  many  ^-ears  served  as 
Adjutant.  He  has  led  an  honorable  and  upright 
life,  w.as  a  valiant  defender  of  the  Old  Flag,  and 
Perry  County  niunlHTS  iiiin  among  its  best  citizens. 

f(OSKPII  I5KAHK.  Probably  no  resident  of 
Chi'ster  is  more  deserving  of  representa- 
tion in  this  volume  than  Joseph  Beare,  who 
_  though  a  native  of  Berne,  Switzerland,  was 
a  resident  of  this  country  for  more  tiian  a  half- 
centur}'.  Here  he  pursued  a  course  which  resulted 
in  securing  for  him  the  hearty  respect  of  those 
who  knew  him  and  gave  him  a  proud  rank  among 
the  farmers  and  business  men  of  Randolph  Coun- 
t3'.    His  death  was  mourned  by  all  wlio  knew  him. 

Our  subject  was  born  April  1,  181.5,  to  .loseph 
and  Margaret  Beare.  His  parents  emigrated  to 
the  United  Slates  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age 
and  spent  a  few  years  at  Cleveland,  Ohio.  Com- 
ing to  Randolph  County  and  settling  on  a  farm, 
they  here  spent  the  remainder  of  their  days  in 
ease  and  comfort.  .losepii  attended  the  schools  of 
Switzerland,  obtaining  but  a  meager  education,  and 
after  coming  to  America  aided  his  father  in  cultiva- 
ting liie  farm.  From  time  to  time  he  w.as  enabled 
to  purcluise  land  of  his  own,  and  in  its  cultivation 
was  more  than  ordinarily  successful,  and  at  the 
time  of  his  demise  w.as  among  the  mo.-*t  progressive 
and  extensive  farmers  in  the  county.  Besides  his 
agricultural  interests  he  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing in  Chester  fur  a  number  of  years,  and  also  bad 
large  lumber  interests  in  that  cit3'.  There  he  was 
residing  at  the  time  of  his  deatli,  which  occurred 
August.'),  1887.  In  his  demise  the  city  and  county 
lost  one  of  their  most  valued  citizens.  He  was  a 
thoroughly  practical  man,  of  sturdy  habits  and 
excellent  ciiaracter,  and  his  good  deeds  won  for 
him  a  warm  place  in  the  hearts  of  his  many  friends. 

In  September,  1848,  Mr.  Dense  married  Miss 
Mary,  daughter  of  James  and  Mary  (Vance)  Gil- 
lespie, who  came  from  Tennessee  to  Randolph 
County,  where  they  both  died.  Seven  children 
came  to  bless  the  home  of  our  subject  and  his  wife, 
as  follows:    Nellie,  who  is  the  wife  of  William  A. 


Reid  and  resides  in  St.  Louis;  Ida,  Mre.  Bion  Mc- 
Cloud,  who  makes  her  home  in  Chester;  Lizzie, 
who  married  William  Schuchert  and  also  lives  in 
Chester;  and  William,  Joseph,  Willis  and  Ernest, 
who  are  deceased.  The  good  wife  and  mother  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  with  Mrs.  Mc- 
Cloud.  Siie  is  a  Spiritualist  in  her  religious  views, 
as  was  also  her  beloved  husband.  In  politics  Mr. 
Beare  was  a  Democrat  and  was  very  active  for  his 
[larty,  having  held  many  important  city  offices  in 
Chester. 

-4-H-§-=^^s.2  I  t. 

^p^  EORGE  NEVILLE.  It  often  seems  that  the 
III  (^— -  younger  men  outstrip  their  elders  in  the 
^^^^1  race  for  political  honors.  Activity  and  en- 
ergy are  greater  in  youth  than  in  after  life,  and 
a  child  properly  trained  to  habits  of  industry  and 
frugality  will  most  likely  win  success  early  in  life. 
Such  has  been  the  experience  of  George  Neville, 
the  present  City  Treasurer  of  Chester,  whose  sketch 
now  invites  attention  from  the  reader. 

A  native  of  this  state,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Pana  August  2,  1865,  and  is  the  son  of  Capt. 
.lames  Neville,  whose  birthplace  is  also  in  Illinois. 
The  father  is  a  man  of  fine  education,  being  a 
graduate  of  the  college  at  Lebanon,  this  state.  He 
also  prosecuted  his  studies  in  Chicago,  and  later  in 
Omaha,  Neb.,  where  he  is  at  present  residing,  and 
is  now  Judge  of  the  District  Court.  Mrs.  Neville 
dci)arted  this  life  in  1870,  while  residing  in  Chester. 

Our  subject  was  the  elder  of  two  sons  born  to 
his  parents,  and  in  his  school  days  attended  the 
public  schools  in  this  city.  I>ater  he  went  east 
and  entered  Cornell  University,  at  Ithaca,  and 
after  completing  his  studies  there  relumed  home 
and  engaged  in  the  clothing  business  for  some 
years.  His  partner  in  this  enterprise  was  P.  G. 
Jones,  and  the  business  was  conducted  under  the 
title  of  Neville  A-  Jones,  dealers  in  men's  furnish- 
ing goods. 

The  lady  whom  our  subject  married  in  1885  was 
Miss  Mary,  daughter  of  G.  S.  Jones.  To  them  has 
been  born  one  child,  Gabriel  G.,  whose  birth  oc- 
curred January  19,  1886.  In  his  political  rela- 
tions Mr.  Neville  always  votes  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  on  which   ticket  he  was  elected  City 
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Treasurer  in  April,  1893.  lie  has  been  an  energetic 
worker  in  tiie  ranks  of  liis  part}-,  and  at  various 
times  has  represented  it  on  tlie  Count}-  Central 
Committee.  Socially,  lie  is  an  Odd  Fellow  and  a 
member  of  Lodge  No.  57.  He  is  also  a  Knight  of 
Pythias.  He  is  always  glad  to  assist  in  an}-  way 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  his  township,  which 
he  has  served  faithfully  in  many  positions  of  trust. 
Throughout  the  count}'  he  has  many  friends,  who 
recognize  the  nobility  of  his  character  and  realize 
that  he  deserves  to  be  held  in  the  highest  esteem. 
In  August,  1892,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  law 
in  Mt.  Vernon,  this  state,  lie  is  one  of  the  young- 
est members  of  the  legal  fraternity,  and  it  is  safe 
to  predict  that  he  will  reach  the  top  round  of  the 
ladder  of  success. 

UDGE  M.  F.  SWORTZCOPE  is  a  prominent 
resident  of  Grand  Tower,  and  one  well 
worthy  of  representation  in  this  volume. 
He  comes  from  an  old  Bohemian  family,  and 
the  name  was  originally  spelled  Schwartzkopf. 
His  father,  Joseph  Swortzcope,  was  born  and 
reared  in  Bohemia,  and  became  a  weaver.  He 
served  as  a  soldier  under  Napoleon,  and  was 
wounded  at  the  battle  of  Austerlitz  by  a  musket 
ball  in  the  left  upper  arm.  He  married  Catherine 
Anna  Broixdam,  who  was  a  native  of  Cologne, 
and  was  of  French  and  German  descent.  Their 
marriage  was  celebrated  in  Cologne  in  1807,  and 
in  1814  they  emigrated  to  America,  locating  in 
Elizabethtowu,  Md.,  where  the  father  followed  his 
trade.  He  afterwards  went  to  Chambersburg,  Pa., 
thence  to  Bedford,  and  in  1835  to  St.  Louis.  Later 
he  made  his  home  on  a  farm  in  St.  Charles  County, 
Mo.,  and  on  selling  that  removed  to  Cottleville, 
that  state,  where  he  died  in  1847,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-two.  His  wife  passed  away  in  1851,  at 
the  age  of  eighty  years.  They  were  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church. 

Our  subject  is  the  only  survivor  in  a  family  of 
seven  children.  He  was  born  in  Chambersburg, 
Pa.,  April  3,  1820,  and  all  of  his  school  privileges 
were  acquired  in  Pennsylvauia  prior  to  his  four- 
teenth  year.     He  then  served  an  apprenticeship 


to  the  cooper's  trade,  which  he  followed  for  a 
number  of  years.  At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  emi- 
grated to  Madison  County,  III.,  later  went  to  Mis- 
souri, and  afterwards  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he 
followed  coopering.  He  located  in  Chester,  III., 
in  1842. 

The  same  year  Mr.  .Swortzcope  married  Zerelda 
Harmon,  who  was  born  in  Randolph  CViunty,  III., 
in  March,  1821.  In  1845  they  removed  to  Mur- 
physboro,  and  there  our  subject  followed  his  trade 
until  1869,  when  they  came  to  Grand  Tower.  Six 
children  were  born  to  them,  of  whom  three  are 
now  living,  Susan  E.,  Emma  B.  and  Walter.  The 
mother  of  this  family  died  in  1854. 

Mr.  Swortzcope  was  numbered  among  the  valiant 
defenders  of  the  Union  during  the  late  war.  He 
enlisted  in  August,  1861,  and  was  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  on  the  18th  of  Septem- 
ber, as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Thirty-first  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  He  was  promoted  to  be  First  Lieu- 
tenant and  (Juarlermaster,  April  2,  18(52,  and  thus 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Belmont,  Ft.  Henry,  Ft.  Donel- 
son  and  the  siege  of  Corinth.  The  regiment  was 
under  the  command  of  John  A.  Logan,  with  whom 
he  was  very  intimate,  a  strong  afifeclion  existing 
between  the  two  men.  Mr.  Swortzcope  partici- 
pated in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  the  battles  of 
Champion  Hills  and  Raymond,  and  his  regiment 
acted  with  the  escort  of  honor  to  General  Grant 
on  the  capture  of  Vicksburg.  In  the  spring  of 
1864  he  returned  home  on  a  veteran  furlough, 
and  when  his  leave  of  absence  had  expired,  re- 
joined his  command  in  Georgia,  participating  in 
the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain,  the  siege  of  At- 
lanta, the  march  to  the  sea,  and  the  battles  of  Sa- 
vannah and  Bentouville.  He  served  as  Assistant 
Quartermaster  of  the  Seventeenth  Army  Corps 
from  the  landing  at  Port  Royal,  S.  C,  until  must- 
ered out  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C,  April  8,  1865. 

Mr.  Swortzcope  is  a  member  and  has  served  as 
Commander  of  John  A.  White  Post  of  Grand 
Tower.  He  was  also  a  member  of  the  Odd  Fel 
lows'  society,  and  has  represented  the  local  lodge 
in  the  Grand  Lodge.  He  deserves  great  credit  for 
Lis  success  in  life.  When  a  young  man  of  twenty- 
four,  he  could  not  do  a  simple  example  in  subtrac- 
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tion,  but  he  bought  an  arithmetic  and  slate,  and 
witliout  assistance  mastered  all  of  the  problems  in 
the  book,  and  his  reading, experience  and  observa- 
tion have  made  him  a  well  informed  man.  In 
1858  he  was  elected  County  Surveyor  of  Jackson 
County,  and  was  serving  his  second  term  when  the 
war  broke  out.  In  18.')4  he  was  Associate  Justice 
of  the  County  Court,  and  in  1805  was  elected 
County  Judge,  which  position  he  filled  four  years. 
He  has  also  been  Notary  Public,  Road  Suf»ervisor 
and  School  Director,  and  is  now  the  efficient  and 
poi)ular  Surveyor  of  Jackson  County.  In  the  dis- 
charge of  his  public  duties  he  has  ever  been  found 
faithful  and  true,  and  his  frequent  lo-election  to 
ollice  indicates  the  confidence  reposed  in  him. 

eAPl\  J.  C.  LOUNSBUKY,  who  for  more 
than  a  ijuarter  of  a  century  w.as  captain  of 
a  vessel  on  the  Mississippi  Kivcr,  has  been 
residing  in  Perry  County  since  1860.  His  inter- 
ests here  are  centered  in  township  1,  range  1, 
where  he  owns  three  hundred  acres  of  valuable 
land,  which  is  one  of  the  best  managed  farms  in 
this  part  of  the  state.  Mr.  Lounsbury  was  born  in 
Orange  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1823,  and  on  coming 
west  in  1846,  located  in  Cincinnati.  He  immedi- 
ately engaged  .as  mate  of  a  vessel  running  to  New 
Orleans,  and  continued  to  act  in  that  capacity  for 
about  ten  years,  when  he  was  promoted  to  be  cap- 
tain. 

While  following  the  river,  our  subject  had 
charge  of  some  of  the  best  boats  on  the  Mississippi 
and  was  only  induced  to  al)andon  that  line  of 
work  on  account  of  the  illness  of  his  wife.  In 
1860,  he  came  to  I'errv  Count}'  and  purchased  a 
quarter-section  of  land.  The  lady  whom  he  mar- 
rii'd  while  residing  in  Cincinnati  was  Miss  Han- 
nah A.,  daughter  of  Ur.  \.  W.  and  Dinntlia  I^on- 
ard.  Their  marriage  occurred  Seiitember  5,  18.50, 
and  to  them  have  been  born  live  children,  viz.: 
Emma,  now  Mrs.  William  Fielden.of  Washington; 
J.  Edward,  wlio  assists  his  father  in  carrying  on  tlie 
farm;  Lillie,  Mrs.  (!eorge  McClelland,  of  Okla- 
homa; John  C,  now  residing  in  Sedalia,  Mo., 
where  he  is  in  the  employ  of  the  Missouri  Pacific 


Railroad  Company;  and  Esther,  the  wife  of  Frank 
Watts,  of  I)u  (^uoin. 

The  Lounsbury  family  originally  came  from 
Scotland,  where  they  were  well-to-do  people. 
Oraiidfather  Joshua  Lounsbury  was  born  and  reared 
ill  Westchester  County,  N.  V.  During  the  Revo- 
lutionary War,  he  rendered  valiant  service  to  his 
country  as  Colonel  of  his  legimcnt.  Our  subject 
is  also  descended  from  Kevolutionury  stock  on  his 
mother's  side.  The  wife  of  our  subject  traces  her 
genealogy  back  to  Timothy  Stanley,  who  came 
from  England  with  the  Pilgrims  in  the  "  May- 
flower." 

Our  subject  was  reared  on  his  father's  farm, 
where  he  remained  until  reaching  his  sixteenth 
year.  As  before  stated,  he  followed  the  river 
until  the  Civil  AVar,  when  he  located  on  his 
present  beautiful  estate  and  is  now  engaged  in  a 
general  farming  business.  He  manages  his  affairs 
in  such  a  w.ay  as  to  bring  him  in  a  good  income 
and  thus  ranks  among  the  well-to-do  farmers  of 
this  locality.  Politically,  Captain  Lounsbury  is  a 
st.iiich  Democrat,  and  socially  is  an  Odd  Fellow. 
With  his  family  he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church  and  is  highly  respected  in 
the  community  where  he  has  spent  so  many  years. 


^^AMUEL  W.  DINAWAY.  The  subject  of 
1^^^  this  sketch  was  horn  in  Williamson  Coun- 
ty, III.,  August  2,  1841.  His  parents,  Sam- 
uel and  Julia  (Tarploy)  Dunaway,  were 
natives  of  Virginia  and  of  English  descent.  At  an 
early  day  in  the  history  of  southern  Illinois,  the 
father  cast  his  fortune  among  the  residents  of 
Williamson  County,  and  there  he  met  and  married 
Miss  Tar[ile3'.  They  had  a  large  family  of  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  now  living. 

Heing  a  man  of  ceaseless  activity  and  good 
judgment,  Mr.  Dunaway,  Sr.,  amassed  a  comforta- 
ble fortune,  which  represented  the  result  of  his 
own  industry  and  efforts,  assisted  by  bis  excellent 
Christian  wife.  He  was  not  penurious  with  his 
money,  but  generous  and  open-handed  to  a  fault, 
and  aided  everj-  wt)rthy  project  that  would  en- 
hance the  prosperity   of  his  community.     He  was 
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engaged  in  the  mercantile  and  real-estate  business, 
and  in  his  transactions  was  ever  reliable  and  hon- 
orable, so  that  he  won  and  retained  the  confidence 
of  his  fellow-citizens.  In  the  progress  and  ad- 
vancement of  the  county  he  was  an  important 
factor.  Their  first  railroad  was  perhaps  consid- 
ered their  most  important  step  onward,  and  he 
was  President  of  that  road  for  many  years. 

Samuel  W.  Dunaway  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps  in  business.  Wliile  (lursuing  his  voca- 
tion at  Marion,  Williamson  County,  in  1863,  he 
married  Miss  Virginia,  daughter  of  Dr.  J.  P. 
Thorn,  a  Virginian  by  birth  and  a  successful  phj'- 
sician.  Two  children  were  born  of  the  marriage, 
a  son  and  a  daughter.  Always  being  an  earnest 
advocate  of  education  and  higher  improvement, 
Mr.  Dunaway  located  in  Carbondalc  that  his  chil- 
dren might  have  the  advantages  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal situated  here.  After  graduating  in  this  school 
he  sent  them  east  to  school  and  to  Europe. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Dunaway  is  an  enthusiastic  Dem- 
ocrat, though  not  a  partisan.  At  the  present  time 
(1894),  he  holds  the  position  of  resident  Trustee 
of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Southern  Illinois 
Normal.  An  active  business  man,  progressive  citi- 
zen and  pleasant  companion,  he  finds  his  greatest 
pleasure  in  his  friends,  his  business  and  his  home. 


^'- 


=+ 


l|[_  ON.  CHARLES  B.COLE,  part  owner  of  the 
"'  H.  C.Cole  Milling  Companj-,  stands  among 
the  foremost  business  men  who  have  con- 
tributed so  largely  to  the  financial  prosper- 
ity of  this  part  of  the  county'.  With  true  public 
spirit  and  characteristic  liberality  he  has  aided 
every  enterprise  that  would  in  any  way  advance 
the  welfare  of  the  communitj-,  promote  the  growth 
of  Chester  or  improve  its  conditions. 

A  native  of  Illinois,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Chester,  May  6,  184.'),  and  is  the  son  of  Hermon 
C.  and  Emily  (Cocks)  Cole,  for  a  further  history 
of  whom  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  sketch  of 
Hermou  C.  Cole,  found  elsewhere  in  thb  Record. 
Our  subject  received  his  early  education  iu  the 
public  schools  of  this  citj',  and  after  completing 


his  studies  here  entered  the  engineering  depart- 
ment of  Harvard  University',  where  he  took  a 
thorough  course.  On  returning  to  this  city  he  en- 
tered his  father's  mill  and  has  continued  in  its 
operation  to  the  present  time.  His  father  dying 
in  1874,  he  and  his  brothers  Z.  T.  and  H.  C.  suc- 
ceeded to  the  business.  The  mill  is  supplied  with 
all  the  most  improved  machinery  and  turns  out 
flour  of  a  fine  quality. 

The  parental  family  included  four  sons,  of  whom 
Charles  B.,  of  this  sketch,  is  the  eldest.  The  others 
bear  the  respective  names  of  Zachary  T.,  Harry  C. 
and  Edward  E.,  the  first  two  of  whom  are  partners 
in  the  mill.  The  H.  C.  Cole  Milling  Company  is 
one  of  the  most  extensive  plants  of  its  kind  in  this 
part  of  the  state,  its  capacity  being  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  barrels  of  flour  per  day.  Its  large  ele- 
vators have  a  capacity  of  two  hundred  thousand 
bushels  of  grain,  which  is  bought  from  farmers  of 
this  section.  The  company  turns  out  the  highest 
I  grades  of  winter  wheat  flour,  their  leading  brands 
being  "H.  C.  Cole's  Omega,"  "FFFG,"  "Cole's 
Mill  Extra"  and  "Sancho  Panza."  The  products 
of  the  mill  find  their  way  to  various  portions  of 
the  country,  being  shipped  as  far  east  as  Boston 
and  as  far  south  as  New  Orleans.  As  before  stated, 
the  mills  arc  fitted  out  with  the  most  modern  ma- 
chiner.v,  having  a  large  Corliss  engine  of  three 
hundred  and  fifty  horse  power.  They  aic  located 
on  the  line  of  the  Wabash,  Chester  A:  Western 
Railroad,  which  they  find  very  convenient  for 
shipping.  In  1888  the  mills  were  incorporated 
under  the  name  of  the  H.  C.  Cole  Milling  Com- 
pany, having  been  established  in  18.39. 

Charles  B.  Cole  has  been  a  conspicuous  figure  in 
public  and  political  life  of  the  town  and  county  for 
man  J'  years,  and  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  in  1886.  As  a  member  of 
various  important  committees  while  in  the  Lower 
House  he  was  instrumental  in  bringing  about  much 
needed  legislation  to  protect  and  advance  the  in- 
terests of  the  state  and  people.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Education  of  Chester  for  twelve 
years.  He  was  appointed  receiver  of  the  Iron 
Mountain,  Chester  &  Eastern  Railroad  in  1876, 
and  since  1878  has  been  Vice-President  and  Man- 
ager of  the  Wabash,  Chester  <fe   Western  Railroad 
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Company,  tlie  presenl  owners  of  the  former  road. 

l\ray  12,  186'J,  Mr.  Cole  iniiiried  Miss  Laura  A. 
Layman,  who  was  horn  in  Tcnnossee  .Iiine  21, 
1847.  At  her  death,  which  occurred  July  11, 
1878,  she  left  lliroc  (huiglilcrs  and  one  son.  The 
lady  whom  our  subject  married  in  1882  was  Miss 
Mary  E.  Palmer,  of  New  Hampshire. 

No  man  has  done  more  for  the  uphuildino^  of 
Chester  and  its  general  imjjrovement  than  oui-  sub- 
ject, who  has  proved  a  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
citi7.enshi|>  of  this  locality.  His  prompt  nnd  meth- 
odical business  habits,  good  financial  talent  and 
tact  in  the  management  of  affairs  have  brought 
him  before  the  i)ulilic  at  various  times,  and  in  every 
position  he  has  promoted  the  interests  of  his  na- 
tive phice  with  characteristic  abilitj-.  He  is  Presi- 
dent of  the  Millers'  National  Association  and 
Vice-President  of  the  Millers'  National  Insurance 
Company,  wliich  was  organized  in  1876,  s^nd  which 
is  one  of  the  most  solid  institutions  of  its  kind 
in  the  United  .States. 


«^ 


ARLAN  P.  PORTER,  who  resides  on  section 
21,  Vergennes  Township,  .lackson  County, 
is  numbered  among  the  leading  farmers  of 
this  community',  and  owns  and  operates 
two  hundred  acres  of  valuable  land,  having  placed 
the  same  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation  and  im- 
proved it  with  all  the  accessories  and  convenience 
of  a  model  farm.  It  is  pleasantly  located  within 
a  half  mile  of  the  village  of  A'ergennes  and  is  one 
of  the  valuable  and  desirable  farms  of  the  neigh- 
borhood. 

Its  well  known  owner  was  born  in  \'crgennes 
Township,  October  .30,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  Ben- 
jamin F.  Porter,  who  was  born  in  Ohio  February- 
11,  1826.  At  the  age  of  twenty  he  came  to  Illi- 
nois and  .settled  in  this  locality.  His  father,  Rus- 
sell Sumner  Porter,  afterwards  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois. In  the  famil_v  of  the  latter  were  seven  chil- 
dren, Eliphas,  .Solomon,  John,  Lawrence,  Benja- 
min; Sarah  J.,  wife  of  John  A.  McNerney,  and 
Phn?be,  wife  of  W.  Gray.  The  father  died  in  1873, 
at  the  age  of  sixt}'  years.  He  was  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  with  one  exception 
35 


all  of  his  children  held  membership  with  the  Meth- 
odist Church.  In  politics  he  was  a  Henry  Clay 
Whig  until  the  organization  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  cast  the  first  Republican  ballot  in  J.ack- 
son  County.  He  took  a  very  prominent  part  in 
church  and  benevolent  work.  In  18G8,  he  re- 
moved to  J.asper  County,  Mo.,  where  he  spent 
three  .years,  anfl  then  returned  to  Illinois. 

Benjamin  F.  Porter,  father  of  our  subject,  was 
married  in  this  county  to  Elizabeth  Parish,  Sep- 
tember II,  1818,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
the  following  children:  Harlan,  of  this  sketch; 
Edward  and  Edwin, twins,  born  Novembers,  1855, 
and  died  in  infancy;  Henry  S.,  born  January  21, 
1853;  Lucy  A.,  who  was  born  March  30,  1855,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  fourteen;  Lucretia  D.,  who  was 
born  August  1.  1857,  married  Walker  Sheets,  and 
died  fourteen  months  later;  Mary  E.,  born  March 
16,  1860,  became  the  wife  of  Frank  Verbeck,  and 
had  two  children,  Henry  and  Eugene;  Martha  J., 
born  April  I'j,  18C2;  and  Nellie,  born  September  18, 
1871.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  John  Murray.  Ben- 
jamin F.  Porter  and  three  of  his  brothers  enlisted 
in  the  Union  arm^-,  but  as  it  was  necessary  for  one 
of  them  to  remain  at  home  and  provide  for  the 
four  families  they  drew  lots,  and  Benjamin  w.is 
the  one  who  remained. 

Harlan  P.  Porter  continued  upon  the  old  home 
farm  until  he  had  attained  his  m.ajorit}'.  He  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Missouri,  and  returned 
with  them  to  Jackson  County  in  .September,  1870. 
On  the  17th  of  November  following,  he  married 
Virginia  M.  Spencer,  and  their  union  h.as  been 
blessed  with  the  following  children:  Lucy  A., born 
December  30,  1874;  Clara  S.,  .September  24,  1877; 
Benjamin  E.,  November  2fi,  187!);  Otto  II.,  Febru- 
ary 1,  1882;  Sterling  C,  February  2!),  1884;  Leon- 
ard J.,  November  27,  1886;  Ru.ssell  IL,  .lanuary 
1,  1881);  Beulah  E.,  June  1,  18'J1;  and  Bert,  Jan- 
uary 7,  1894.  Mrs.  Porter  was  born  March  8, 
1854.  Her  father,  Edward  II.  Spencer,  of  Ver- 
gennes. came  from  southeastern  Missouri  to  this 
county  in  1861.  He  married  Frences  Trannel, 
and  their  children  were  as  follows:  Jackson;  Mary, 
wife  of  John  Blacklock;  and  Eunice,  wife  of  Will- 
iam Brooks.  When  Mr.  Spencer  came  to  this  county 
he  purchased  the  old  Porter  farm,  and  made  it  his 
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home  until  his  death,  November  25,  1865.  His 
widow  is  still  living  on  the  old  homestead  with 
her  son. 

For  four  years  after  his  marriage,  Mr.  Porter 
operated  rented  land,  and  then  purchased  forty 
acres  where  he  now  lives,  adding  to  it  until  he  be- 
came owner  of  his  present  fine  farm.  He  and  his 
wFfe  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Vergennes,  and  are  highly  respected  people.  He 
takes  an  active  part  in  local  politics,  votes  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  on  that  ticket  has  been 
elected  to  all  the  township  olHces  except  that  of 
clerk.  He  has  not  been  out  of  office  for  the  past 
twenty  years,  a  fact  which  indicates  his  fidelity  to 
duty  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by  his  fel- 
low-townsmen. He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
lodge  of  De  Soto  and  the  Odd  Fellows'  lodge 
of  Vergennes,  and  has  filled  various  offices  in 
these  organizations,  also  represented  them  in  the 
Grand  Lodge.  He  is  a  man  of  great  energy  and 
determination,  and  though  he  has  met  obstacles 
and  difficulties,  he  has  overcome  these  by  deter- 
mined effort,  and  has  steadily  worked  his  way  up- 
ward to  success,  being  now  the  possessor  of  a  hand- 
some competence.  He  is  recognized  as  one  of  tlie 
prominent  citizens  of  the  community,  and  has  the 
high  regard  of  all. 


ylLLIAM  FOSTER,  one  of  the  honored 
pioneers  of  Randolph  County,  who  is  now 
engaged  in  fanning  in  township  5,  range 
6,  where  he  owns  and  operates  two  hundred  and 
twenty  acres  of  good  land,  is  a  representative 
of  one  of  the  earliest  families  of  this  commu- 
nity. The  Fosters  are  of  Scotch  descent,  and  the 
family  was  represented  in  this  country  in  a  verj' 
early  day.  The  grandfather,  John  Foster,  was  a 
native  of  South  Carolina,  and  the  father,  Robert 
Foster,  was  born  February  13,  1785,  in  the  Abbey- 
ville  District  of  South  Carolina,  where  he  lived 
until  nineteen  years  of  age,  when, in  1804,  he  emi- 
grated to  Randolph  County,  111.,  settling  near 
Evansville.  He  there  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  February  12,  1831.  His 
remains  were  interred  in  the  Kelly  Cemetery.     By 


occupation  he  was  a  distiller.  In  politics  he  was 
a  Democrat,  and  in  his  social  relations  he  was  a 
Mason.  He  held  membership  with  the  United 
Presbyterian  Church,  contributed  liberally  to  its 
support,  and  took  an  active  part  in  church  work. 
His  wife,  who  bore  the  maiden  name  of  Susanna 
McClinton,  was  born  in  September,  1791.  Shewasa 
daughter  of  John  McClinton,  and  died  December 
6,  1829. 

The  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  was  cele- 
brated in  1809,  and  they  became  the  parents  of 
eight  children:  Sam,  born  January  15,  1810;  John, 
September  25,  1811;  James  A.,  March  9,  1814; 
Permelia,  in  June,  18J6;  Elizabeth  J.,  in  October, 
1818;  William,  of  this  sketch,  October  4,  1820; 
David  A.,  January  13,  1822;  and  Nanc3%  Febru- 
ary 9,  1826. 

Upon  the  old  homestead  William  Foster  lived 
until  1829.  He  then  went  to  the  home  of  his 
uncle,  Sam  McClinton,  with  whom  he  remained 
for  nine  jears.  On  the  expiration  of  that  period 
he  began  working  for  Dr.  Farman,  of  Sparta,  and 
afterward  was  emploj'ed  in  a  mill  for  a  year. 
At  the  expiration  of  that  time  he  went  to  Red 
Bud,  where  he  continued  for  eleven  years.  lu 
1844  he  ijurchased  one  hundred  and  sixt}'  acres  of 
raw  land  at  *10  per  acre,  and  began  the  develop- 
ment of  a  farm.  He  made  it  a  valuable  and  de- 
siralile  place,  and  continued  its  cultivation  for  a 
quarterof  a  century,  when  he  removed  to  his  pres- 
ent farm,  com  pi-ising  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres 
of  highly  improved  land. 

Mr.  Foster  was  married  March  14,  1844,  to 
Amelia  Rolls,  a  native  of  Randolph  County  and  a 
daughter  of  Edward  and  Jennie  (Hill)  Rolls,  who 
were  born  in  South  Carolina.  The  family  origi- 
nally came  from  Ireland  and  settled  in  Virginia. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster  were  born  four  children. 
Edward,  born  in  1844,  is  a  farmer;  he  married 
Nancy  Temple,  and  they  have  one  son,  Charles. 
John  R.,  born  October  17,  1846,  married  Maggie 
Watson.  James,  born  June  27,  1851,  and  Emily 
Jane  are  deceased. 

In  1862  Mr.  Foster  entered  the  Union  service 
as  a  member  of  Company  I,  Twenty-second  Illi- 
nois Infantry.  After  a  time  he  was  discharged  on 
account  of  ill-health.  Later,  however,  he  re-enliste(J 
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in  Company  C,  Eigbtietli  Illinois  Infantry,  but  was 
again  clisclmrged.  After  the  battle  of  Ft.  Donel- 
son  he  served  as  nurse  to  the  wounded  soldiers  for 
fifteen  days.  Although  he  was  not  retained  in 
the  service,  he  manifested  his  loyalty  to  the  Gov- 
ernment and  the  Union.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Foster 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  served  as  Trustee  for  some  time.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  Republican,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Good  Templars'  society'  and  the  Union  League. 
On  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  he  worked  for 
twenty-live  cents  per  day,  but  by  diligence  and 
good  management  he  won  success,  and  became  the 
owner  of  three  hundred  and  seven  acres  of  gocd 
land.  A  part  of  this  he  has  since  disposed  of,  but 
he  still  owns  two  hundred  and  twenty  acres, 
which  yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute  in  return  for 
his  care  and  labor. 


«N-=- 
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J[f  OHN  HENRY  HOMRIGHAITSEN,  a  farmer 
of  Monroe  County,  living  on  section  31, 
I  township  3,  range  8  west,  is  a  son  of  Henry 
,;^^  and  Sophia  (Scharch)  Homrigluiusen.  He 
was  born  on  the  old  family  homestead  where  he 
now  lives,  March  26,  J  859,  was  reared  under  the 
parental  roof  and  soon  became  familiar  with  all 
the  details  of  farm  life.  The  public  schools  of  the 
neighborhood  afforded  him  his  educational  priv- 
ileges, which,  added  to  experience  and  observation 
in  later  years,  have  made  him  a  well  informed 
man. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  1885,  Mr.  Homri'ghausen 
was  married  to  Miss  Catherine  Ritter,  a  daughter 
of  Balthazar  Ritter.  Her  father  was  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  crossing  the  Atlantic  to  the  New 
World  he  came  to  the  west  and  cast  his  lot  among 
the  early  settlers  of  Randolph  County,  III.  He  is 
still  living  in  this  state,  his  home  being  now  in 
Mascoutah,  St.  Clair  County.  His  daughter,  wife 
of  our  subject,  was  born  in  Randolph  County  on 
the  5th  of  June,  1864,  and  there  spent  her  early 
girlhood  days.  She  afterwards  went  with  her  par- 
ents to  St.  Clair  County,  where  she  grew  to  woman- 
hood and  was  educated.  Three  children  have 
been    born   to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Homrighausen,  a  son 


and  two  daughters,  namely:  Alma  Anna  Sophia, 

who  was  born  August  9,  1886;  Henry  Malthazar, 
born  on  the  20th  of  .July,  188'J;  and  Mary  Sophia 
Catherine,  born  December  2,  1891. 

After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Homrighausen  settled 
upon  the  farm  which  has  since  been  his  home.  He 
now  owns  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  of  good 
land,  sixty  .acres  being  on  section  31,  sixty  acres 
in  Randolph  Count3',  and  forty  acres  in  the  ad- 
joining township.  It  is  all  well  improved  and 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation.  He  devotes  his 
time  principally  to  the  raising  of  grain,  and  the 
well  tilled  fields  give  evidence  of  abundant  har- 
vests. Many  of  the  im])rovements  upon  the  place 
stand  as  monuments  to  his  thrift  and  enterprise. 
He  has  erected  a  comfortable  residence,  built  a  new 
granary  and  also  a  barn.  The  place  is  complete  in 
all  its  appointments,  being  supplied  with  all  mod- 
ern accessories  and  conveniences.  It  is  one  of  the 
best  improved  places  in  the  township,  and  the 
owner  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  leading  agricult- 
'urists. 

Our  subject  is  a  member  of  the  Evangelical 
Church,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  Republican. 
While  he  keeps  himself  well  informed  on  the  is- 
sues of  the  day,  as  all  true  American  citizen." 
should  do,  he  has  never  sought  or  desired  the  hon- 
ors or  emoluments  of  public  office,  preferring  to 
devote  his  entire  time  and  attention  to  his  busi- 
ness interests,  in  which  he  has  met  with  signal 
success.  He  has  lived  an  upright,  honorable  life, 
and  throughout  the  community  is  held  in  high  re- 
gard. 

-m^ ^- 

1.11U.MAS  KKl.MAN.  No  resident  of  .lack- 
son  County  is  better  or  more  favorably 
known  than  the  gentleman  above  named, 
who  has  here  spent  his  entire  life.  Though  scarcely 
yet  in  the  prime  of  life  he  has  already  attained  a 
degree  of  success  not  often  rewarding  the  efforts  of 
men  whose  years  greatly  outnumber  his.  His  farm 
is  one  of  the  best  in  Levan  Township,  and  is  im- 
proved with  substantial  buildings  and  the  various 
accessories  of  a  model  farm. 

Elsewhere  in  this  volume  mention  is  made  of 
Andrew  Reiman,  an  honored  pioneer  of  Jackson 
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County  and  the  fatlier  of  our  subject.  Tlie  latter 
was  the  ninth  child  in  the  family  and  was  born  in 
Murph3sboro  Townsliip,  this  count\',  April  23, 
1858.  In  childhood  he  was  quite  delicate  and  was 
ill  much  of  the  time,  tlius  being  prevented  from 
attending  school.  However,  as  ^cars  passed  by 
his  health  became  more  vigorous,  and  by  reading 
and  observation  he  was  enabled  to  compensate  for 
lack  of  early  training. 

At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years,  in  1882,  Mr. 
Reiman  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Addie, 
daughter  of  Henry  Boucher,  an  earl3'  settler  of 
Levan  Township.  Immediately  after  his  marriage 
he  settled  upon  the  farm  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. The  place  was  then  partly  improved  but 
in  some  parts  not  a  furrow  had  been  turned. 
.Since  it  came  into  his  possession  it  has  been 
greatly  changed,  as  he  has  erected  good  build- 
ings, fences  and  everything  needful  for  carrying 
on  farming  to  tlie  best  advantage.  The  estate 
consists  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  acres  and  is 
devoted  to  general  farming  and  stock-raising. 

Unto  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reiman  were  born  five  chil- 
dren: Louis,  deceased;  Ralph;  Leona  May;  Car- 
rie, who  died  at  tlie  age  of  three  years;  and  an 
infant  that  died  unnamed.  While  Mr.  Reiman 
has  devoted  his  attention  principally  to  farming, 
he  also  takes  a  commendable  interest  in  public  af- 
fairs and  is  an  enthusiastic  ciiampion  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic part}'.  As  a  citizen  he  is  progressive,  and 
as  a  farmer  efficient,  and  his  position  is  among  the 
foremost  residents  of  Levan  Township. 


ylLLIAM  H.  DAVIS.  This  venerable  citi- 
zen of  Somerset  Townsliip  has  been  inti- 
mately associated  with  the  development 
and  growth  of  Jackson  County  for  more  than 
fifty  years,  and  during  this  long  period  has  wit- 
nessed the  wonderful  progress  of  its  material  re- 
sources, as  well  as  contributed  his  quota  to  its 
advancement.  Now  in  the  twilight  of  his  declin- 
ing years,  he  lives  retired  from  the  business  actiy- 
ities  of  life's  prime,  and  surrounded  by  the  com- 


forts accumulated  through  ceaseless  toil,  passes  his 
tinje  pleasanth'  at  his  homestead  on  section  15. 

A  native  of  Indiana,  our  subject  was  born  in 
Floyd  County,  December  23,  1816,  being  a  son  of 
Amos  and  Ruth  (Galion)  Davis,  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia. The  paternal  grandfather,  W.  H.  Davis, 
was  born  in  Wales  and  was  a  sea  captain  for  many 
years.  The  lady  whom  he  married  was  a  native 
of  the  West  Indies.  Our  subject's  uncle,  William 
Davis,  fought  at  the  battle  of  Tippecanoe,  under 
General  Harrison,  and  was  there  killed.  The  fam- 
ily has  always  been  prominent  in  public  affairs, 
and  has  been  distinguished  by  patriotism  and  de- 
votion to  country. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  in  Floyd 
Count}',  Ind.,  meantime  receiving  such  advantages 
as  were  afforded  by  the  pioneer  schools  of  the 
home  locality.  At  the  age  of  about  nineteen 
years  he  was  apprenticed  to  learn  the  trade  of  a 
blacksniitli  and  served  for  eighteen  months,  after 
which  he  followed  the  trade  for  several  j'ears. 
Later,  commencing  farming  operations,  he  also 
conducted  a  blacksmith  shop  in  connection  there- 
with, his  ventures  in  these  two  lines  meeting  with 
unvarying  success. 

As  early  as  February,  1836,  when  Jackson  Coun- 
ty was  still  undeveloped  and  its  vast  resources 
existed  only  in  the  imagination  of  a  few  buoyant 
pioneers,  Mr.  Davis  came  hither  and  made  a  set- 
tlement in  Somerset  Township.  For  a  time  he 
rented  a  farm  now  owned  by  Daniel  Kimmel, 
which  he  cleared  and  im))roved,  and  upon  which 
he  engaged  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  Subsequently 
he  settled  on  section  36,  Vergennes  Township, 
where  he  continued  to  make  his  home  until  1848. 
He  then  returned  to  Somerset  Township  and  lo- 
cated on  section  23,  wliere  he  resided  for  many 
years  improving  a  farm,  which  became  one  of  the 
best  in  the  communit}'.  His  next  home  was  on 
section  10  of  Somerset  Township,  whence  in  1887 
he  came  to  his  present  place  of  residence  at  Grange 
Hall. 

November  26,  1840,  Mr.  Davis  was  united  in 
marriage  with  Miss  Elvira  Hall,  who  died  in  1848, 
after  having  become  the  mother  of  three  chil- 
dren, Amos  H.,  John  L.  and  Elvira  (deceased). 
On  the  2d  of  April,  1873,  Mr.  Davis  married  Miss 
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Elizabeth,  daughter  of  William  and  Rachel  Crow, 
early  settlers  of  Jackson  County,  111.,  where  she 
was  born.  Mrs.  Davis  is  an  estimable  lady,  who 
is  highly  esleeined  throughout  the  townsliip,  and, 
together  with  her  husband,  enjoys  the  confidence 
of  a  large  circle  of  friends.  As  an  agriculturist, 
Mr.  Davis  h.as  been  very  successful,  lie  hasgiren 
bis  sons  about  eight  hundred  and  forty  acres,  and 
still  has  in  his  possession  one  hundred  and  ninetj'- 
two  acres. 

In  matters  political  William  II.  Davis  is  stanch 
in  his  adiierence  to  tiie  principles  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  upon  that  ticket  was  chosen 
Supervisor  of  Somerset  Township,  in  which  capa- 
city he  served  with  efficiencv  aud  devotion  to  the 
interests  of  the  people.  Sociall}',  he  is  identified 
with  Somerset  Grange  No.  1553,  in  which  he 
served  as  Master  for  two  years.  During  the  half- 
century  covered  by  the  period  of  his  residence 
here  he  has  witnessed  the  marvelous  transforma- 
tion of  the  county  from  the  abode  of  wild  ani- 
mals to  the  home  of  an  intelligent  and  cultured 
people,  and  in  the  attainment  of  this  result  he  has 
assisted. 

^^=:^#P •   . 


I4=2l  ugh  cooper,  formerly  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative  citizens  of  township  5,  range  4, 
Perry  County,  departed  this  life  in  August, 

^))  1889.  He  was  a  man  of  decided  ability 
and  was  generally  conceded  to  rank  among  the 
first  agriculturists  of  his  district.  He  started  out 
in  life  a  poor  boy  and  succeeded  in  accumulating 
a  handsome  property  of  over  two  hundred  acres, 
which  he  distributed  among  his  children  prior  to 
his  decease. 

A  native  of  South  Carolina,  our  subject  was 
born  in  1819,  and  was  young  in  years  when  he  ac- 
companied his  parents  on  their  emigration  to  Illi- 
nois, locating  with  them  in  the  western  part  of 
Perry  County.  The  father  of  our  subject,  Andrew 
Cooper,  w.as  likewise  a  native  of  South  Carolina, 
and  although  a  typical  southern  gentleman,  ob- 
jected strongly'  to  slavery.  He  and  his  wife,  who 
prior  to  her  marriage  bore  the  name  of  Margaret 
McKelvey,  became  the  parents  of  the  following 
children:    John;  Margaret,  deceased,  formerly  the 


wife  of  Capt.  James  Cunningham;  Elizabeth,  who 
married  William  Munford, of  Coulterville;  Nancy, 
who  became  the  wife  of  Samuel  Burns,  of  Sparta; 
Ebenezer,  a  minister  in  the  I'nited  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  Kingman  Count}',  Kan.;  and  Andrew, 
wliodied  while  serving  as  a  soldier  in  the  late  war. 

Ilugii  Cooper,  of  this  sketch,  grew  to  manhood 
in  this  count}',  where  he  received  a  common  school 
education.  When  ready  to  establish  a  home  of 
bis  own  he  married,  in  November,  1841,  Miss  Eliza 
Desper,  and  to  them  have  been  born  six  children 
who  grew  to  mature  years,  namely:  Sarah  A.,  the 
wife  of  Daniel  Benson,  of  Randolph  County; 
Nancy  J.,  who  married  Jasper  Thomas,  of  Perry 
County;  John  K.,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  of 
Brush,  Colo.;  Mary  E.,  who  married  Samuel  Doug- 
las, and  makes  her  home  in  this  county;  and  Albert 
J.  Our  subject  was  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
citizens  of  his  community  and  was  always  identi- 
fied with  the  movements  which  would  be  beneficial 
to  the  county.  In  politics,  he  voted  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  The  United  Presbjterian  Church 
found  in  him  one  of  its  most  active  members. 

John  R.  Cooper,  the  eldest  son  of  our  subject, 
has  been  a  minister  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  for 
eight  years.  His  youngest  son,  Albert  J.,  has  al- 
ways lived  in  this  county  and  now  owns  one  hun- 
dred and  fort}'  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  placed 
under  the  best  methods  of  improvement.  Besides 
raising  the  cereals,  lie  gives  special  attention  to 
stock-raising  and  hiis  many  registered  animals. 
The  wife  of  our  subject  is  still  living  (1894),  at  the 
age  of  seventy-two  years,  and  since  tiie  death  of 
her  husband  has  made  her  home  with  her  young- 
est son. 


+= 


=+ 


DMUND  S.  LYBARGER,  who  for  many 
years  has  successfully  engaged  in  farming 
Tj  in  Randolph  County,  has  the  honor  of  being 
a  native  of  Illinois,  for  he  was  born  in  Kaskaskia. 
September  '2(),  182().  He  is  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth  in  the  family  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Taylor) 
Lj-barger.  His  father's  family  came  from  Penn- 
S3'lvania.  Edmund  lost  his  mother  when  he  was 
only  about  eight  years  of  age.  and   he  was  taken 
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to  live  with  Mr.  Van  Zant,  of  Chester,  who  cared 
for  him  until  he  had  attained  to  man's  estate. 
His  educational  privileges  were  quite  limited,  for 
during  his  youth  his  time  was  largely  taken  up 
with  farm  work. 

Attracted  by  the  discovery  of  gold  in  Cali- 
fornia, in  1850  Mr.  Lybarger  crossed  the  plains 
to  the  Pacific  Slope.  He  worked  in  the  mines  for 
nearly  four  years,  and  during  that  time  made 
considerable  money,  returning  to  his  Illinois  home 
with  $5,000.  He  remained  liere  through  the  win- 
ter, and  in  the  spring  of  1855  again  went  to  Cali- 
fornia, where  he  spent  the  two  succeeding  years 
of  his  life.  In  1857  we  once  more  find  hira  in  Ran- 
dolph County,  and  since  that  time  he  has  contin- 
uously engaged  in  farming.  Purchasing  wild  land, 
he  at  once  began  its  development  and  transformed 
the  raw  prairie  into  rich  and  fertile  fields,  which 
yield  to  him  a  golden  tribute  in  return  for  the 
care  and  labor  he  bestows  upon  them.  He  has 
made  manj-  excellent  improvements  upon  his 
place,  and  in  fact  it  is  complete  in  all  its  ap- 
pointments, being  numbered  among  the  model 
farms  of  the  countj'.  The  owner  is  now  well  ad- 
vanced in  j'ears,  but  he  still  enjoys  good  health 
and  manages  his  own  propert}-. 

On  the  23d  of  December,  1855,  was  celebrated 
the  marriage  of  Mr.  Lybarger  and  Miss  Helen 
Richardson,  daughter  of  Robert  H.  and  Prudence 
(Tanner)  Richardson.  Her  father  came  with  his 
parents  from  South  Carolina  to  Chester,  111.,  at  a 
very  early  da^'.  The  Tanner  family  originally 
lived  in  Kentucky.  Unto  our  subject  and  his 
wife  were  born  nine  children,  viz.:  Mary;  Robert 
R.,  of  Arkansas;  Esther  B.,  wife  of  Dr.  Dinsbeer, 
of  St.  Louis;  Oscar  W.,  of  St.  Louis;  Commodore 
C,  who  died  in  1888,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one; 
Henry,  who  aids  in  the  cultivation  of  the  home 
farm;  Lillian  P.,  wife  of  Joseph  Hickman,  a 
farmer  residing  near  Ellis  Grove;  Eleanor  and 
Helen  Maud,  who  are  still  under  the  parental  roof. 

In  politics,  Mr.  Li'barger  has  been  a  life-long 
Democrat  and  a  warm  advocate  of  the  principles 
of  the  party,  although  he  has  never  sought  or  de- 
sired the  honors  or  emoluments  of  public  office. 
He  belongs  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  his 
wife  is  a  member  of    the   Baptist   Church.     They 


are  worthy  people,  whose  well  spent  lives  have 
won  them  many  friends  throughout  this  commu- 
nity. 


'I^-^^^ERMON  C.  COLE.  Success  is  the  creature 
ifjl  of  energj'  and  tact.  Men  may  sometimes 
iJty^  blunder  into  fame  or  fortune,  but  unless 
(^1  the^'  possess  sterling  qualities,  the  sequel  to 
their  lives  is  apt  to  prove  that  they  were  unwor- 
thily intrusted  with  great  advantages.  Opportuni- 
ties come  to  every  man,  but  only  a  few  seize  upon 
them  and  rise  with  them  to  success.  It  is  not  be- 
cause their  opportunities  are  greater,  but  that  they 
possess  the  qualities  which  in  all  ages  have  been 
recognized  as  masters  of  success,  and  by  which 
they  are  enabled  to  take  advantage  of  that 

"Tide  in  the  affairs  of  men 
Which,  taken  at  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune; 
Neglected,  all  the  voyage  of  their  lives 
Is  bound  in  shallows  and  in  miseries." 

These  truths,  which  have  been  happily  expressed 
in  the  saying  that  "every  man  is  the  architect  of 
his  own  fortune,"  are  perhaps  nowhere  more  de- 
cidedly manifest  than  in  the  business  activity  of 
new  countries.  It  is  there  that  energy,  enterprise 
and  administrative  ability'  come  to  the  front.  The 
field  lies  open  to  every  one  alike,  and  the  highest 
success  is  rejiched  bj'  the  man  of  greatest  energies 
and  strongest  purpose.  Such  a  man  was  the  late 
Hermon  Camp  Cole.  As  a  business  man  he  was 
known  prominently,  not  only  throughout  southern 
Illinois,  but  elsewhere;  and  while  by  his  enterprise 
he  built  up  an  extensive  business  and  acquired  an 
ample  fortune,  he  at  the  same  time  developed  the 
resources  of  a  large  section  of  countiy,  and  was  of 
material  aid  in  promoting  the  interests  of  Ran- 
dolph County. 

The  family  with  which  Mr.  Cole  was  connected 
was  of  English  and  Welsh  descent,  and  its  first 
members  came  to  America  early  in  the  history  of 
the  Colonies.  For  several  generations  they  lived 
in  New  York  State,  and  in  Dutchess  County,  that 
state,  Nathan  Cole,  our  subject's  father,  was  born 
March  7,  1783.  His  second  wife,  the  mother  of 
Hermon  C,  was  Sarah  Scott.  She  was  born  in 
Ridgefield,  Conn.,  in  1790,  and  at  the  age  of  four 
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j'ears  was  taken  by  her  parents  to  Orange  Count}-, 
whence  in  1801  they  moved  to  Seneca  County. 
Nathan  Cole  and  Sarah  Scott  were  married  in 
1807,  and  became  the  parents  of  seven  sons,  some 
of  whom  became  prominent  in  business  and  poli- 
tics. 

In  1821  Nathan  Cole,  accompanied  by  his  fam- 
ily, removed  to  St.  Louis,  and  there  engaged  in 
business,  being  the  first  regular  pork-packer  in  the 
Mississippi  \'alley.  He  died  in  Chester  in  1840. 
llerraon  C,  the  third  of  his  sons,  was  born  in  Ovid, 
Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  May  9,  1813,  and  was  eight 
years  old  when  the  family  took  up  its  residence  in 
St.  Louis.  His  education  was  commenced  in  that 
cit}',  and  was  finished  in  Shurtleff  College,  at  Alton 
At  the  age  of  twent}',  without  capital,  he  began  in 
business  as  a  merchant  in  East  St.  Louis.  In  1837 
the  family  came  to  Chester,  where  the  father  erected 
the  first  douring  mill  of  tlie  town,  while  H.  C. 
opened  a  store  and  engaged  in  merchandising. 
Abou*  1840  he  became  interested  in  the  mill  as  a 
partner  of  Abner  Cole,  and  such  was  his  energy 
and  activity,  that  within  a  few  years  the  brands  of 
the  establishment  gained  the  highest  reputation 
throughout  tlie  west.  For  a  time  he  was  sole  pro- 
prietor of  the  mill,  but  later  took  into  partnership 
his  two  sons,  Charles  B.  and  Zachary  T.,  and  ex- 
tended his  business  b}'  opening  the  banking  house 
of  H.  C.  Cole  &  Co.  In  1867  he  disposed  of  his 
mercantile  business  to  William  Schuchert. 

In  June  of  1844,  Mr.  Cole  married  Miss  Emily 
Cocks,  of  Stamford,  Conn.,  who  died  in  October, 
1859.  In  February  of  1862,  he  married  Mrs.  Sarah 
J.  Flannigan.  His  children,  six  by  the  first  wife, 
and  five  by  the  second,  were  named  as  follows: 
Charles  B.,  Zachary  T.,  Alice  K.,  Henry  C,  Eunice 
E.,  Edward  E.;  and  Cora  A'.,Grace,  Hermon,  New- 
ell and  Nathan.  Mr.  Cole  died  at  his  residence  in 
Upper  Alton,  111..  October  20,  1874.  The  business 
of  the  firm  is  now  carried  on  b}-  the  sons,  Charles 
B.  (of  whom  mention  is  made  on  another  page), 
Zachary  T.  and  Henry  C.  A  general  banking  busi- 
ness has  been  carried  on  since  1872,  and  in  1875  a 
commodious  bank  was  opened  on  the  hill  in  Ches- 
ter, where  this  branch  of  the  business  is  now  car- 
ried on. 

The  part  Mr.  Cole  performed  in  promoting  the 


agricultural  interests  of  southern  Illinois  was  most 
important.  He  was  mainl}'  instrumental  in  de- 
veloping the  growing  capacity'  of  a  section  that 
now  produces  the  finest  (juality  of  wheat  raised  in 
the  United  States.  Few  men  in  Randolph  Coun- 
ty have  acquired  a  reputation  so  extended.  His 
name  was  a  synonym  for  all  that  was  honest  and 
sincere,  and  with  an  unstinted  hand  he  aided 
every  work  of  charity  and  religion.  Of  slight  but 
handsome  physique,  his  face  spoke  most  eloquently 
the  warmth  of  a  true  heart,  and  his  eye  sparkled 
with  kindness.  He  was  loved,  honored  and  trusted 
by  all  who  knew  him,  and  his  calm  and  peaceful 
death  was  cheered  with  the  hope  of  the  bumble 
and  child-like  Christian. 


^ 


, _^ 

(®^ 'y^¥ ~^®1 

LBERT  JUDD  BLAKESLEE  is  President 
of  the  Blakeslee  Manufacturing  Comiiany, 
and  therefore  at  the  head  of  one  of  the 
leading  industries  of  I)u  Quoin.  The 
prosperity  and  growth  of  this  place  are  due  to  the 
thrift  and  enterprise  of  such  men  as  our  subject, 
and  it  is  with  pleasure  that  we  present  this  sketch 
to  our  readers.  He  was  born  in  Pcrryville,  Madi- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  March  1,  1824,  and  is  a  son  of 
Eli  Blakeslee,  who  was  born  at  Paris  Hill,  Oneida 
County,  N.Y.,  ten  miles  from  I'tica,  April  6,  1796. 
He  drew  lots  with  his  brother  as  musician  for  the 
War  of  1812.  His  death  occurred  in  I)u  t^uoin  in 
1866.  His  father,  Eli  Blakeslee,  .Sr.,  w.is  a  native 
of  Litchfield,  Conn.,  and  his  wife's  maiden  name 
was  Lettice  Curtis,  of  the  noted  Curtis  family. 
They  had  six  sons  and  six  daughters,  all  of  whom 
attained  mature  years,  married  and  reared  chil- 
dren. 

The  Blakeslee  family  w.is  founded  in  America 
by  two  brothers  who  came  to  this  country  befor* 
the  Revolutionary  War.  One  was  a  Tory  and  the 
other  joined  the  Continental  army.  After  the 
Colonies  had  achieved  their  independence  the 
former  went  to  Nova  Scotia,  where  his  descendants 
are  probably  living.  The  latter,  who  was  a  soldier 
under  Washington,  was  the  progenitor  of  the  fam- 
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ily  in  America.  The  Blakeslees  are  natural  me- 
chanics and  manj'  of  them  have  followed  the  ma- 
chinist's trade. 

In  1845  Eli  Blakeslee,  Jr.,  left  New  York  with 
his  family  and  took  up  his  residence  in  Woodford 
County,  111.,  where  he  and  his  sons  carried  on  a 
machine  shop  until  1858,  when  the}'  removed  to 
Ullin,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  state.  There 
they  lost  $25,000  in  a  business  venture,  and  in 
1860  came  to  Dutjuoin  without  any  mone}'.  The 
father  and  sous  started  a  small  factor}',  which  was 
the  foundation  of  the  now  extensive  Blakeslee 
Manufacturing  Company.  In  the  famil}"  were  four 
brothers.  The  eldest,  Lyman  Curtis,  was  interested 
with  him  in  founding  the  business,  but  later  went 
to  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  oil 
business.  His  death  there  occurred  in  1875.  Jul- 
ius Clark,  anotiier  brother,  died  while  they  were 
in  business  in  Metamora.  Halidon,  the  third 
brother,  was  interested  in  the  business  at  this 
place  until  his  death,  in  1878.  There  were  also 
three  sisters  in  the  family:  Frances  Marion,  who 
died  in  infancy,  in  1834;  Nancy  L.,  who  died  at 
the  age  of  twelve  years,  in  1850;  and  Frances 
Maria,  the  wife  of  P.  K.  Root,  a  banker,  of  Little 
Rock,  Ark.,  who  served  as  a  soldier  in  tiie  Civil 
War. 

The  mother  of  this  family  bore  the  maiden 
name  of  Emily  Judd  and  was  born  in  New  York, 
November  21,  1799,  being  the  second  child  of 
Daniel  Clark  and  Debby  (Hatch)  Judd,  who  were 
married  September  9,  1796.  Her  father  was  a  son 
of  Daniel  Judd,  of  Colchester,  Mass.  The  Judds 
were  one  of  the  most  prominent  families  both  in 
this  country  and  in  England.  They  trace  their 
ancestry  in  that  country-  back  to  1300.  Thomas 
Judd  came  to  America  from  England  about  1634, 
and  settled  in  Cambridge,  Mass.  In  1836  he  re- 
moved to  Hartford,  Conn.,  and  it  is  not  improba- 
ble that  he  was  one  of  the  company  of  one  hun- 
dred men,  women  and  children  who  departed  from 
Cambridge  on  the  last  da}'  of  May  of  that  year. 
He  afterward  went  to  Northampton,  Mass.,  and 
his  death  occurred  either  in  that  place  or  in 
Sijringlield,  November  12,  1688,  at  tlie  age  of 
eighty  years.  He  was  a  very  prominent  man  in 
church.     The  mother  of  Mr.  Blakeslee  was  of  the 


seventh  generation  of  the  descendants  of  Thomas 
Judd. 

Debbie  Hatch,  tlie  maternal  grandmother,  was  a 
relative  of  Rufus  Hatch,  and  others  of  that  family 
who  have  become  famous  in  the  financial  world 
of  New  York.  She  died  June  19,  1816.  Mrs.  Eli 
Blakeslee  was  one  of  several  children,  the  members 
of  the  family  being  Eunice,  Minerva,  Chester, 
Warren  and  Walter  (twins),  Daniel,  Nancy,  Amelia, 
David,  Mary,  Mehitable,  Clark  and  Harvey.  The 
Judds  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  the  Blakeslees  held  the  religious  faith  of  the 
Episcopalians.    Mrs.  Blakeslee  died  April  11, 1869. 

Albert  J.  Blakeslee  was  given  the  advantages  of 
an  academic  education,  and  early  in  life  learned 
the  machinist's  trade  in  his  father's  shop.  At  that 
time  his  father  was  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  the 
county,  but  subsequently  he  lost  much  of  his 
property,  and  when  they  came  west  it  was  to  make 
a  new  start  in  life.  They  accumulated  quite  a 
handsome  competence,  but  this  was  again  lost  at 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  and  they  had  to 
once  more  begin  anew  on  removing  to  Du  Quoin. 
The  family  has  been  noted  for  generations  for 
their  thrift  and  enterprise,  and  these  character- 
istics are  largely  possessed  by  our  subject. 

In  1851  was  celebrated  the  marriage  of  A.  J. 
Blakeslee  and  Sarah  J.  Wafer,  a  native  of  Putnam 
County,  111.,  and  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Wafer,  a 
native  of  South  Carolina  and  a  pioneer  of  Putnam 
Count}'.  He  served  in  the  Black  Hawk  War.  In 
the  family  were  several  sons  and  daughters,  and 
one  of  the  number,  Edward  Clarkson,  was  a  sol- 
dier in  the  late  war.  Mrs.  Blakeslee  died  in  1883. 
In  their  family  were  five  children.  Eda  Elizabeth, 
wife  of  J.  C.  Sturgeon,  a  prominent  attorney  of 
JErie,  Pa.,  died  February  14,  1882,  leaving  two 
children,  Ralph  and  Berry.  Ella  Minerva  is  the 
wife  of  H.  P.  Scott,  an  attorney  of  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  and  they  have  seven  children.  Eli  Thomas, 
who  was  educated  in  the  State  University  of 
Champaign,  married  Eva  Ward,  of  Du  Quoin, 
and  has  three  children.  Ward  Judd,  Hazel  and 
Helen;  he  is  the  Secretary  and  Treasurer  of  the 
Blakeslee  Manufacturing  Company.  Clarence  Eu- 
gene, who  is  also  connected  with  that  company, 
married  Miss  Lulu  A.,  daughter  of  Dr.  W.  T.  Mac- 
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lin,  of  Du  Quoin.  Albert  Harley  is  also  a  member 
of  the  firm.  The  second  wife  of  our  t^ubject  bore 
the  maiden  name  of  Ursula  Woods  and  was  born 
in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.  Siie  is  a  lady  of 
amiable  disposition  and  noble  charsicter. 

Mr.  Blakeslee  has  l)een  identified  with  the  Epis- 
copal Church,  and  has  lived  a  most  exemplary 
Christian   life.     Ilis   honorable,  upright  career  is 


well  worthy  of  emulation.  Socially,  he  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason.  He  has  one  of  the  finest  homes  in 
the  city,  and  with  him  resides  his  son  Albert  Hur- 
ley. Though  he  has  met  reverses  and  misfortune 
in  his  business  career  he  has  overcome  these  by 
strong  determination  and  has  steadily  worked  his 
way  upward  to  a  position  among  the  wealthiest 
citizens  of  the  county. 
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